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Cincinnati Pride Parade on Sunday June 8th
to be ‘The  Gayest Show on Earth’
Sunday June 8th will be the day that thousands and thousands of lesbian gay, bisexual, transgender and supportive people from
all over the area gather in the Clifton and Northside neigh-borhoods to show their pride with a festive circus theme called “The
Gayest Show on Earth.” The 2003 Greater Cincinnati Pride Parade will begin that day at 1pm from the circle in Burnet Woods,
following the Pride Rally at the gazebo in the park.
     This year’s parade will be led by an assortment of con-vertibles, both new and vin-tage, that will carry all of the rally
speakers. Following this will be Jacob’s on the Avenue’s Mercedes convert-ible carrying the parade’s grand marshals, Mr. & Mrs.
Greater Cincinnati Pride 2003, Kyle Robinson and Ivanna. Many of the area’s GLBT and supportive organ-izations as well as
several businesses will have floats in the parade, many embracing the circus theme. They will all be joined by hundreds of
marchers, including the Queen City Rainbow Band.
   As in past years, the parade will exit Burnet Woods by turning right onto Clifton Avenue and then left onto Ludlow before
continuing north on Ludlow until it arrives at the Pride Festival already in progress at Hoffner Park in Northside.
    Ken Colegrove of the Pride Committee says, “This won’t be the same old parade you’re used to seeing. For starters, we think
everyonewill be amazed at the sheer size of the parade.” Organ-izers are projecting there will be over 50 floats and ve-hicles in
the parade, almost double the previous record.  Many of these will not just be cars and pick up trucks, but actual “floats”
because, for the first time ever, trailer style floats will be permitted in the parade.
    The Pride Parade will arrive in Northside around 2pm, greeted by a cheering crowd of people lining both sides of Hamilton
Avenue.  New this year will be official announcements and com-mentary for the spectators, provided the staff of the “Alternating
Currents” radio program.
    Everyone is encouraged to march in the parade. Please remember to wear comfort- able shoes and bring water and sunscreen,
chances are it will be another hot day just like the past two years.
 Participation for individuals or groups is completely free and no registration is needed. If you are planning to have a vehicle or
float in the parade, it must be properly registered and all float fees paid before you can participate. Vehicle fees are necessary to
offset a portion of the costs associ-ated with the parade. To register, visit the Pride website at www.cincypride.com.

Pride Rally at Burnet Woods Before Parade Kick-Off
   The big Pride events of Sunday June 8th will begin with a rally right before the step-off of the Pride Parade. The rally will be
from noon to 1pm at the gazebo in Burnet Woods in Clifton, just south of Ludlow Avenue and Clifton Avenue.
   A great slate of speakers will be featured at the rally, all of whom are volunteering their time and talents to the event.
Among those scheduled to appear are: Chris Collier, Scott Knox, Ken Colegrove, Chris Good, John Kelly and John Maddux.
Mike Chanak and Doreen Cudnik will serve as  rally emcees and the legendary Peaches LaVerne will again be taking on the role
of Queen Mum. Complete biographies and other information about the speakers is available by visiting www.cincypride.com.
   Michael Chanak of the Pride Committee says, “We’ve tried to include folks with a long history of involvement and
commitment to the various communities that touch the GLBT experience here in the Greater Cincinnati area.” He tells GLBT
News that the or-ganizers have had to look no further than our local area to find many good and competent speakers for the event,
many of whom are regionally and nationally recognized for their advocacy work.
   While you are enjoying the rally at Burnet Woods and getting ready for the parade, be sure to seek out one of the Pride
Committee’s “Pass the Bag” volunteers. These folks will be moving around the site and asking you for small donations which
will be used to defray the costs of permitting for next year’s rally. For any- one interested, complete documentation of all Pride
Committee finances is avail-able on the group’s website at www.cincypride.com.
   Chanak invites one and all to “gather with friends, signifi-cant others and family at the rally and celebrate with us the rich
history of our lives. We will dream together about what will soon be and how very far our movements have come because of the
folks like you who attended and participated at events like this!”
   The parade is scheduled to kick off at 1pm, right after the conclusion of the rally.

Pride Festival Features More Music, Booths and Food
    The 2003 Cincinnati Pride Festival will be on June 7th and 8th at Hoffner Park in North-side. Over the last two years the event
has grown to be much more than just something to do after the parade is over. Festival planners have put together a much larger
event this year that will present not only some of the best musical acts in the region but will also feature more booths and
activities than in previous years.
    According to Ken Colegrove of the Cincinnati Pride Com-mittee, the festival will grow by more than 25% this year, ex-
panding to cover virtually every corner of the half acre park and will offer approximately 55 booths featuring food and drink
pride merchandise, crafts, and fun activities for the entire family as well as information about local GLBT groups, sup- portive
churches, health issues and much more.
    Following the Pride theme of “The Gayest Show on Earth,” the festival’s entertainment will take place under “The Big Top”
which can shelter nearly 600 people, with plenty of other great places to sit and enjoy the show outside the tent as well.
   On Saturday night,  festivities kick off at 4pm with a  perform-ance by the Cincinnati Men’s Chorus. The group is expected to
preview selections from their Pride concert, “Dreaming of the Day,” which will take place the following weekend. Also on
Saturday night look for per-formances by the folk duo Beatrice, unique electronica artist Tristen Shields, the popular Annette
Shepherd Band, country and blues band Jake Speed and the Freddies, and Dayton-based singer/songwriter Jayne Sachs.  Plus
there will be a poetry read-ing by members of Sista! Sista! and a theatrical piece presented by the Know Theatre Tribe. The two
highlights of Saturday night at the festival are sure to be the performances by the Queen City Rainbow Band and the Vicki
D’Salle Quartet. Always a Pride Festival favorite, Vicki plays the blues like you have never heard it before, with an emphasis on
the many uses of fruit.



      Day two of the Pride Festival will begin on Sunday at 1pm, before the parade has arrived. The “Big Top” performances begin
with Ryan Adcock, named by local music critics as “Best Singer/Songwriter” and “Best Rock Vocalist” of the year. Ryan will be
followed by Pike 27 and then rhythm and folk poetry artist Antara. Later in the afternoon, festival goers will be treated to
performances by The Fairmount Girls and Messerly and Ewing, winners of both Cammy and CEA Awards and named 97X’s
“Band of the Year.” The climax of the day is sure to be a set by  the one and only FreekBass. The combina-tion of his infectious
energy and teeth-gritting facial contor-tions will blow your mind and make you an instant fan.
   The Pride Committee re-minds you to remember that this is an outdoor event, so please plan to bring a blanket to sit on and
some sunscreen. For all the latest information and any late breaking news about the 2003 Cincinnati Pride Festival, visit the
website at  www.cincypride.com.

Get Pumped at the 2003 Court Street Drag Races
 No Pride Celebration in Cincinnati would be complete without The Drag Races. Yes, this annual spectacle will return on Sunday
June 1st along Court Street between Race Street and Plum Street. Before cheering crowds of thousands of women, men and
children, teams of contestants will dash to the finish for the coveted trophy while wearing big wigs, high heels and outrageous
dresses and costumes. All this fun is for a very good cause with proceeds going to benefit the Enjoy The Arts Foundation.
 The races get underway at 4pm sharp with your hostess Miss Hurricane Summers. Awards for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams will
be presented right after the conclusion of the races. Look for the group from Hamburger Mary’s to be making an extra special
effort as they are the defending champions!
In addition to the races, there will be an entire afternoon of fun with vendor booths, food and entertainment from noon to about
7pm along Court Street. For more information or to register your team or reserve  a booth, call 859-261-4883
or visit www.cincinnatidragraces.com.

World’s Gayest Office Party!
   Kick off your Pride Week-end at the Queen City Careers Association’s annual “World’s Gayest Office Party.” Join members of
the Greater Cin-cinnati area’s GLBT chamber of commerce for this festive event on Friday June 6th from 5pm to 8pm out on the
patio at Spurs. (1121 Race Street). There will be catered food and special happy hour prices on cocktails. So grab your friends
and head down for a relaxing end to the work week and a great opportunity to get your batteries charged up for all the Pride
events to come. For details, call 723-5073.

Pride Interfaith Spiritual Service
  As a way of celebrating the loving inclusion of all people and their commitment to justice and affirmation of GLBT people,
many local religious leaders will be coming together to present a very special worship service on Wednesday June 4th. The 2003
Pride Interfaith Spiritual Service will begin at 7pm at Clifton United Methodist Church, corner of Clifton and Senator Place. This
unique gathering will feature readings, songs, prayers andmeditations from many different sacred traditions. Following the service,
there will be a time of coffee and fellowship. For more information, please contact the Rev. Jerry Hill at 961-2998.

Celebrating Our Straight Allies
   This year’s Cincinnati Pride Celebration will be one of the most diverse events in the tri-state area. It will be a wonder- ful
opportunity for not only GLBT people, but their many straight supporters as well, to come together to celebrate the diversity that
makes our city great. In this spirit, GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network) of Cin-cinnati will present a special
Pride program on Thursday June 5th.  “Sharing Our Pride: The Role of Straight Allies” will present an opportunity to engage in a
dialogue about the role of our straight allies in GLSEN and other GLBT sup-portive organizations in the area. Plus, a special
prize will be given by the group to the person who brings the most straight allies to this meeting. The GLSEN program begins at
7pm and will be held at the Union Institute on McMillan Avenue. For more informa-tion, please contact Laura Stanton at 755-
6718 or visit www.glsencincinnati.org.

“Main Event” Fundraiser for Article 12 Repeal
    After nearly 10 years on the books, Cincinnati’s law that endorses discrimination of GLBT people is on the way out! A
massive repeal effort is underway and it’s going to take all of us working together to do it. On Friday June 6th, plan to kick off
your big Pride Weekend by coming to what promises to be one of the biggest parties of the season, and a major fundraiser for the
Article XII repeal campaign.
  "The Main Event," as or-ganizers with Planet Freedom are calling it, will be on  Friday June 6th from 7pm to 11pm at Neon’s
on 12th Street, right in the heart of the Main Street Entertainment District. Over 1,000 people are expected at this bash which
will include snacks, raffles,  entertainment and a cash bar. Grand prize for the night will be two $250 gift certificates from
Identity Spa and Salon in Kenwood.
   The donation to attend “The Main Event” will be only  $10. Michelle of Planet Freedom says that they made the tickets
affordable so that everyone could attend, but in order to raise substantial funds for the repeal effort, a large crowd has to show up.
For more informa-tion on “The Main Event,” visit www.planetfreedom.org.

PKI Pride Night Poster Contest at The Center
   During Pride Week, the Gay and Lesbian Community Cen-ter of Cincinnati will be host-ing a special contest to pick the
official poster design for this year’s Pride Night at Para-mount’s Kings Island. Plan to stop by The Center in Northside between
June 1st and June 8th to check out the designs which have been chosen for consideration. You will be able to vote on your
favorite.
    On Monday June 9th, The Community Center will host a special reception to announce the winning design. Grand prize in the
contest will be $200 plus free admission to this year’s Kings Island event on September 26, 2003.
   The Center is now accepting entries for this contest. Inter-ested artists are encouraged to enter their designs. For all the contest
rules and criteria,  visit www.pkipridenight.com or call 591-0200. The deadline for submissions is May 25th.
  A screening committee, made up of The Center’s Board, the PKI Pride Night Committee and a member of Kings Island
management will then screen the entries and choose those that best convey the spirit of the event. These will be dis-played during
Pride Week at The Center, where the GLBT public will be given the chance to vote for the winning design.



 Men’s Chorus Dreams of the Day at Concerts
  What would it sound like if people and laws were thoughtful, just, and peace-loving in our city and in our world? In the final
concert of their 2002-2003 season, Cincinnati Men’s Chorus will celebrate Pride and inspire audiences to envision a day when
we really have “justice for all,” and to  rededi-cate themselves to making that day into a reality.
    Please join the chorus on Saturday June 14th and Sunday June 15th for “Dreaming of the Day.”  The concerts will feature
guest performers the Queen City Rainbow Band. Selections will include Steve Milloy's gospel style setting of “Testament of
Freedom,” “Oliver Button Is a Sissy” (based on the Tomie dePaola children's book), and the premiere of Paul Delph's “Mama
Don't Cry.” This last piece is a special tribute to Cincinnati PFLAG and will be introduced by June and Harold Delph,
Paul’s parents, and his sister, Linda Arnest.
    The shows will be June 14th at 8:07pm and June 15th at 2:07pm at the Jarson-Kaplan Theater of the Aronoff Center for the
Arts.  Tickets are $24, $20 and $16. To purchase your tickets or for more information please call 542-2626 or visit
www.cmc.bigstep.com.

Teens to Host Pride Breakfast
    Over the last year, from the Youth Summit to the Day of Silence to the Spring Prom, it seems our young people are always up
to something exciting and Pride Week will be no exception. On Saturday morning June 7th, please join members of Cincinnati
Youth Group for their annual Pancake Breakfast from 9am to noon at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church. There will be all-you-
can-eat pancakes, bacon and sausage, juice, coffee, fresh fruit, and plenty of non-meat alternatives. Admission is $7.00 on a
sliding scale. Proceeds from the breakfast will go to support the programs CYG offers to GLBT, questioning, and supportive
youth in our area. For more details, call 684-8405.

Hedwig Returns to the ETC
   The outrageous rock musical Hedwig and the Angry Inch will be back at Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati from June 13th to
29th. CCM graduate Todd Almond, fresh from starring in Warren Leight’s James and Annie at ETC, will return in the title role.
   Hedwig, written by John Cameron Mitchell with music and lyrics by Stephen Trask,   was a big hit for ETC back in 2001,
receiving rave reviews and numerous local theater awards. Hedwig is an “inter-nationally ignored” rocker who changes sexes to
escape East Germany. The Angry Inch is the name of Hedwig’s band and alludes to a botched sex-change operation.  Select
members of the original Angry Inch in ETC’s production are also back and director D. Lynn Meyers will return as well.
  Performances will be Wed-  nesdays through Sundays at 8pm from June 13th to 29th. Tickets are $25 for ETC sea-son
subscribers and $30 for non-subscribers and are  avail-able by calling 421-3555 or at the box office (1127 Vine St.)
     Hedwig and the Angry Inch is made possible by the gener-ous sponsorship of The Lois and Richard Rosenthal Foun-dation
and other supporters. For more information, please visit www.cincyetc.com.

PFLAG Awards Scholarships on June 10th
   Each year, our local chapter of PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) uses the proceeds of its spring
dinner to award special scholarships to deserving GLBT and supportive students who are from Cincinnati or studying in
Cincinnati. This program aims to encourage and reward those who strive to foster understanding and acceptance in the commu-
nity.
  A special PFLAG committee has been pouring over the applications that were submitted.  Everyone is invited to join PFLAG on
Tuesday June 10th as they proudly announce the winners and celebrate the work and dedication these individuals have shown to
the cause of education, advocacy and outreach in our community. The event will held at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church and
begins at 7:30pm. For  more information, please contact PFLAG at 721-7900 or  visit www.pflagcinci.org.

Laughing Out Loud at Mary’s
  Hamburger Mary’s will  present a very special evening of gay and lesbian comedy on Wednesday June 11th. The “Laugh Out
Loud” show will feature well-known gay comic Bernie Lubbers and his special guests. Bernie is a regular on the “Bob & Tom
Show” where he has been known to stop the show with his outrageous one-liners. He will be appearing at Mary’s between
bookings at the Ray Charles Comedy Club and the Dayton Pride Dinner. Showtime is at 10:30pm and cover will be $5 ($3 for
dinner patrons). For more informa-tion, call 381-MARY or visit hamburgermaryscincy.com.

“Grand Finale” Party June 28th
  Pride month in Cincinnati will go out with a big bang this year as ChicOut presents its  “Grand Finale” Dance Party on
Saturday night June 28th. The event will be held at Cin- cinnati Playhouse in the Park from 9pm to 2am.
    ChicOut, the women’s group which brought us the popular Pride Balls of the past 2 years, will present this high energy, hip hop,
dance-til-your-shoes-come-off party. The group will be turning the Playhouse’s Shelterhouse Theatre Plaza into a dance club like
atmosphere where “hot women can meet hot women” and enjoy the view of the skyline from the “Love Lounges.” There will be
free parking for the party. For ticket information, call the ChicChat Hotline at 588-9987 or visit www.chicout.com.

TriState Womonfest Celebrates 11th Anniversary
    TriState Womonfest will be celebrating its 11th anniver-sary this year. The 2003 event will take place on Saturday June 21st
and will feature both local and national performers. This womon-only event draws over a thousand women from Cincinnati,
Lexington, Louis-ville, Columbus and other nearby cities for a day-into-night celebration of women and their music. Womonfest
features informational work-shops throughout the day and over two dozen vendors sell-ing everything from rainbow t-shirts to
yoga supplies to pet accessories. Over 10 music acts will be presented on the main stage. The fun begins at 11am (rain or shine)
at the beautiful Cedar Hill Ranch in Dry Ridge, KY. For  tickets or more information, please visit www.tristatewomonfest.com
or contact the organizers at majen@juno.com.

Kentuckians Are Proud Too!
  The 3rd annual Kentuckiana Pride Festival will be held on June 21st. The event will take place on the Belvedere in downtown
Louisville and will feature something for every-one. There will be food and drinks, DJs, sporting activities and  live
entertainment in- cluding a “Kentuckiana Pride Idol” contest. Admission is $5 for adults and $2 for children under age 12. The
theme  will be “Color Me With Pride.” For more on Louisville’s Pride events, call 502-429-6022.



 Know TheatreTribe Presents “Corpus Christi”
  As part of its ongoing com-mitment to presenting works that express the true diversity of our city, Cincinnati’s Know Theatre
Tribe will present a special production just for this year’s GLBT Pride Month. This award-winning contem-porary theatre group,
based at Gabriel’s Corner in Over the Rhine, will present Corpus Christi by Terrence McNally on June 12th, 13th, 14th, 19th,
20th, 22nd, 23rd, 26th, 27th and 28th at 8pm.
  This controversial and hotly debated play begins: "We are going to tell you an old and familiar story." From thatpoint on,
nothing feels quite familiar again. What follows is a story that parallels the New Testament, and its subject is nothing less than
the life of Jesus. McNally's Christ figure is a character named Joshua, a young man born and raised in Corpus Christi, TX in the
early 1950's. Different from the other boys because he is gay, Joshua grows up in isolation and torment, the object of scorn. He
flees Corpus Christi in search of a more accepting environment, gathering along the way a group of disciples who are bound to
him by his message of love and the most Christian of values, tolerance.
    Acclaimed director Michael Burnham will be at the helm of this production that has already sparked heated contro-versy and a
large letter writing campaign by those opposed to the play’s subject matter. Jay  Kalagayan,  Know Theatre’s executive director,
says that there is a good potential that those who are opposed to Corpus Christi will make good on their threats to stage massive
protests outside the venue during the show’s run.
     The performance on June 22nd will be a special “Pride Night” with proceeds going to benefit the Cincinnati Pride Committee.
Opening night, Thursday June 12th, will be “Pay What You Can Night” and there will be an opening night party with free food
and drinks following the show. “Meet The Artists Nights” will be held on June 19th and 26th. Performances featuring sign-ing
for the hearing impaired will be June 20th and 27th. To purchase tickets to Corpus Christi, contact Know Theatre Tribe at 513-
600-KNOW or visit www.knowtheatre.com.

N. Kentucky Fairness Welcomes Judy Shepard on June 25th
Fresh from their victory in the effort to pass a GLBT-inclusive Human Rights Ordinance in Covington, the Northern Kentucky
Fairness Alli- ance (NKFA) will be hosting their second Annual  Evening to Celebrate Fairness on Wednesday June 25th. This
special fundraiser for the organization will feature Judy Shepard, the mother of Matthew Shepard and an outspoken advocate for
GLBT equality. She will speak about her son and how his murder has transformed the minds and hearts of many in the fight to
end violence not only against gay people, but in all areas of civil rights.
    The Mike Fink Restaurant in Covington will host the dinner which begins at 7pm. 
   Prior to the fundraiser there will be a private cocktail party with Mrs. Shepard for major NKFA donors. The group is currently
seeking donations for this event. Tickets for the Evening to Celebrate Fairness dinner are $75.00 per person and the event will be
limited to 120 people. Please contact Margo Grubbs to reserve your ticket or pledge your donation at margo@grubbslaw.com.
For more information on Northern Kentucky Fairness, please call Dean Forster at 859-581-3204.

Columbus Pride March June 28th
   The largest Pride March in all of Ohio will take place on Saturday June 28th in Columbus. If you haven’t been to a parade in
Columbus before, it is a must do. The crowds are simply overwhelming and its a great chance to meet other GLBT and support-
ive people from all over the region. The parade kicks off at 1pm near Goodale Park in the gay-friendly Short North section of the
city. Tens of thousands of people will then march down High Street, right past the State Capitol to Columbus’ Bicentennial Park.
Following the parade check out the big Pride Festival at the park from 2pm to 6pm with food, booths, games and live entertain-
ment. The entire event is sponsored by Stonewall Columbus. For more information, please call 614-299-7764 or visit www.
stonewall-columbus.org.

Pride in Indy Returns to June
  By popular demand, Pride festivities in Indianapolis have been moved back to June this year. The celebration, which is themed
“Be True, Be You, Be Proud” will happen on Satur-day June 14th. Get together all your friends and head up to Indy for their big
pride parade and pride festival. Saturday’s festival will run from 10am to 8pm at University Park with vendor booths, beer, food
and live entertainment. This will be followed by a special pride dance party at Club Industry from 9pm to 5am. There is also a
Pride Picnic scheduled for Sunday June 15th at Broad Ripple Park from noon to 3pm. Admission to the parade and festival is
free, $10 for the dance party Saturday night, and $10 for the picnic. For more details on Indy Pride, please call 317-592-1995 or
visit www.indyprideinc.com.

Pride Parade & Dinner in Dayton
    Three big events are plan-ned for this year’s Pride Celebration in Dayton. On Satur-day May 31st, join Dayton Pride for their
annual parade followed by a rally and pride festival at Courthouse Square in downtown Dayton begin-ning at 2pm. The keynote
rally speaker will be Sandy Dewine. There will be music and food, drinks, and live entertainment at the festival.
   The 18th annual Dayton Pride Dinner and Expo will be on Saturday June 21st at the Dayton Convention Center (5th and Main
St.). The expo is from 5pm to 7pm followed by the dinner featuring well-known gay entertainer and comedian Bernie Lubbers.
Tickets for the dinner are now available in Dayton at Q Gifts, Books & Company, The Stage Door and Club Diva.
    Sunday June 22nd will see a giant outdoor Pride Family Picnic from noon to 5pm at Carillon Park (Patterson Blvd across from
NCR). Everyone is invited to pack a picnic basket and bring a blanket for this true “family” event which will feature group and
busi-ness booths, games and historical tours of  the park. For more information on   Dayton’s Pride events, please visit
www.gaydayton.org.

Happy Pride from The Pride Committee!
by Ken Colegrove, 2003 Cincinnati Pride Committee
In the year 2000 it was relatively easy.  A little seed money was raised, insurance was purchased, a couple permits were secured,
and then front-page news was made as Cincinnati celebrated its first Gay Pride Parade in five years. Back then it was just a group
of individuals, led by Chris Good, who simply believed that this city needed and wanted a Gay Pride Parade. The overwhelming
turnout proved that Chris was right, and a tradition was born.
    Now it is a little more complicated.  The dilemma?  The people of Greater Cincinnati seem to be in love tradition, while at the
same time wanting their traditions to get bigger and better with each year.  This has certainly been the case within the gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender community as it pertains to the Pride Parade.  We, the community, all expect this year to be the
biggest ever, with more floats, more marchers, more spectators, and while we are at it, let’s also throw in the biggest Pride
Festival ever as well, with more music, more food, more booths and more activities. Just remember to keep everything exactly
like last year!



   Sorry, but we just can’t do that.  Although we admit to being size queens, Cincinnati Pride Committee hates to do things the
same every year.  As the annual parade and festival continue to grow, it has become necessary to rethink the way the event is
planned.  So Greater Cincinnati Pride 2003, while keeping with the traditional format of the last 3 years, promises many changes
as well.
    Cincinnati Pride Committee has a mission.  No longer just a “loose association” of individuals, Cincinnati Pride Committee
has evolved into an independent non-profit organization dedicated to educating the Cincinnati area about the gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender community by celebrating diversity.  We do this by presenting the largest annual visibility event in
Greater Cincinnati for the GLBT community in the form of the Pride Parade, and the Pride Festival in Hoffner Park.  And while
we do not consider ourselves a political organization, our members firmly believe that it is important for Greater Cincinnati to
have an event where the entire Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender community and their supporters are seen in public, in
broad daylight, celebrating their own existence, and flying that in the face of the only city in the US that specifically targets them
for legalized discrimination in the form of Article XII.
   On a final note, we are asking the community for their financial support for Pride.  As we mentioned above, Cincinnati Pride
Committee, the presenter of Greater Cincinnati Pride 2003, is an independent non-profit organization dedicated to educating the
Cincinnati area about gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people by celebrating diversity.  The annual festival and parade act
as a forum by which other supportive groups are able to disseminate information and educate the community at large about Gay,
Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and Transgender people.  This includes, but is not limited to the areas of advocacy, health, networking and
support.  Cincinnati Pride Committee does not receive any operating funds from any other GLBT organization. Our only income
is from sponsorships, parade float and festival booth fees, fundraising events, and generous donations from individuals in the
community.  At each entrance to the Pride Festival there will be a booth where Cincinnati Pride Committee will accept donations
to help defray the growing cost of putting on Pride.  Please help us achieve the vision we have for the future of GLBT Pride in
Greater Cincinnati. We are not asking you to give until it hurts. Instead we ask that you give until it feels good.  Real good!
    Are you interested in having even more fun at Pride?  The Pride Committee has many volunteer opportunities available for
both the parade and festival.  It is a great way to meet new friends and have fun while giving back to the community.  Visit
www.cincypride.com or call 513-681-4627.

Do you really deserve that toaster you got for coming out? Test your Pride IQ with

The Big GLBT News Pride Quiz!
1.   Who is credited with creating the  rainbow flag? When and where did it first appear?
2.   The original rainbow flag had eight colors. Can you name them all and what each represented?
3.   Who sang “It’s Raining Men”?
4.   What year did Cincinnati have its first gay pride parade? Where?
5.   What’s the actual street address of  the Stonewall Inn in New York City?
6.   What patriotic anthem was written by lesbian Kathleen Lee Bates?
7.   What openly gay congressman was  the keynote speaker at Cincinnati’s 1987 Pride Rally on Fountain Square?
8.   What five cities have hosted the Gay Games?
9.   Where will the 2006 Gay Games be?
10. Why is National Coming Out Day on October 11th each year?
11. Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana no longer have sodomy laws. How many states still have such laws?
12. Who was the first openly gay person  to run for public office? Did he win?
13. What Tony Bennet standard wasactually written by Douglas Cross for his lover George Corey in 1954?
14. What does ACT-UP stand for?
15. What 1970 film was the first Oscarwinner for Best Picture to feature an onscreen gay sexual encounter?
16. Which Ohio governor signed an executive order prohibiting anti-gay discrimination in state employment?
Which governor rescinded it?
17. Can you name the four lesbian or gay cast members of TV’s “Bewitched”?
18. Which GLBT group in the Cincinnati area has been around the longest?
19. What is the origin of the term “lesbian”?
20. What openly gay African American  headed the Tuskeegee University research staff for over 50 years?
21. According to the U.S. Census, what city has the largest population of  gays or lesbians living as couples?
22. Who is the bar Simon Says named for?
23. Gay men were forced to wear pink triangles in Nazi concentration camps. What did lesbians wear?
24. What two gay musicians have been featured on Mr. Blackwell’s annual  list of “Worst Dressed Women”?
25. What gay event was recently included on Time Magazine’s “80 Days That Changed the World”?

Answers
1.   Gilbert Baker, it first appeared in
      San Francisco in 1978
2.   hot pink for sex, red for life, orange for
      healing, yellow for the sun, green for
      nature, turquoise for art, indigo for
      harmony, and violet for spirit
3.   The Weather Girls
4.   1973, from Washington Square Park
      to Fountain Square
5.   53 Christopher Street
6.   “America The Beautiful”
7.   Rep. Gerry Studds (D-Massachusetts)
8.   San Francisco, Vancouver, New York
      City, Amsterdam and Sydney
9.   Montreal
10. to commemorate the 1987 March
      on Washington
11. 13 (Alabama, Florida, Idaho, North
      Carolina, Louisiana, Mississippi, South
      Carolina, Utah, Virginia, Texas, Kansas,
      Missouri and Oklahoma)

12. Jose Sarina ran for San Francisco
      supervisor in 1961, he lost
13. “I Left My Heart in San Francisco”
14. AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power
15. “Midnight Cowboy”
16. Dick Celeste, Bob Taft
17. Paul Lynde (Uncle Arthur), Diane
      Murphy (Tabitha), Dick Sargent (Darrin),
      and Agnes Moorehead (Endora)
18. there’s debate but it is either New
      Spirit MCC, Dignity, or the UC Alliance
19. it refers to Lesbos, the Greek island
      that was home to Sappho
20. George Washington Carver
21. San Francisco (of course!)
22. longtime Hamilton County Sheriff
      and major homophobe Simon Leis, Jr.
23. black triangles, the same symbol
      worn by prostitutes and criminals
24. Liberace and Elton John
25. The Stonewall Riots



SATURDAY MAY 31st
Dayton Pride Festival, presented by Dayton  Pride, 2pm
     at Courthouse Square in Dayton, www.gaydayton.com
Flaming Desire 70’s & 80’s Retro Dance Party,
     at Hamburger Mary’s, 513-381-MARY
Miss Woolly’s Pageant, 10pm at Woolly’s on
    Monmouth, 859-431-7408, www.woollys.com

SUNDAY JUNE 1st
Pit Stop Brunch, 11am to 2pm at Hamburger Mary’s,
     513-381-MARY, www.hamburgermaryscincy.com
Court Street Drag Races, noon to 7pm on Court Street
     between Race and Plum Streets, races start at 4pm,
     859-261-4883, www.cincinnatidragraces.com
PKI Pride Night Poster Contest Display and Voting,
      presented by the Gay and Lesbian Community Center
     of Cincinnati, runs June 1st to 8th at The Community
     Center, 513-591-0200, www.pkipridenight.com

WEDNESDAY JUNE 4th
GLBT Pride Interfaith Spiritual Service, 7pm at
     Clifton United Methodist Church, 513-961-2998

THURSDAY JUNE 5th
Sharing Our Pride: The Role of Straight Allies,
     presented by GLSEN (Gay Lesbian and Straight
     Education Network), 7pm at the Union Institute,
     513-221-1670, www.glsencincinnati.org

FRIDAY JUNE 6th
World’s Gayest Office Party!, presented by Queen City
     Careers Association, 5 to 8pm at Spurs, 513-723-5073
"The Main Event" Party Fundraiser for Repeal of
     Article XII, presented by Planet Freedom, 7pm to 11pm
     at Neon’s on 12th Street, www.planetfreedom.org
Jungle Maneuvers Party, presented by Serpent Bar and
     Hamburger Mary’s, at The Serpent Bar, 513-681-6969,
     www.serpentbar.com

SATURDAY JUNE 7th
Pride Pancake Breakfast, presented by Cincinnati
     Youth Group, 9am to noon at Mt.  Auburn  Presbyterian
     Church, 513-684-8405, www.glbtcentercincinnati.com
John Schlaegetter Meet n’ Greet Fundraiser, 4pm
      at Jacob’s, 513-591-2100, www.jacobsbar.com
2003 Cincinnati Pride Festival, presented by Cincinnati
     Pride Committee, 4pm to 10pm at Hoffner Park in
     Northside, 513-681-4627, www.cincypride.com
“Come On Out” Party, at Hamburger Mary’s,
    513-381-MARY, www.hamburgermaryscincy.com

SUNDAY JUNE 8th
Pride Continental Breakfast, 10am to noon at Jacob’s,
     513-591-2100, www.jacobsbar.com
2003 Cincinnati Pride Rally, presented by Cincinnati
     Pride Committee, noon to 1pm at Burnet Woods
     Gazebo, 513-681-4627, www.cincypride.com
2003 Cincinnati Pride Parade, presented by Cincinnati
     Pride Committee, steps off at 1pm from Burnet Woods,
     513-681-4627, www.cincypride.com
2003 Cincinnati Pride Festival, presented by Cincinnati
     Pride Committee, 1pm to 7pm at Hoffner Park in
     Northside, 513-681-4627, www.cincypride.com
Roberta Bigg’s Pride Cookout, 1:30 to 3pm at Jacob’s,
     513-591-2100, www.jacobsbar.com
Pride Tea Dance, 4pm to 9pm at Hamburger Mary’s,
    513-381-MARY, www.hamburgermaryscincy.com

MONDAY JUNE 9th
PKI Pride Night Poster Contest Reception, presented
    by Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Cincinnati,
    7pm at The Community Center www.pkipridenight.com

TUESDAY JUNE 10th
Scholarship Awards Night, presented by Parents
    Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
    of Cincinnati, 7:30pm at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian
    Church, 513-721-7900, www.pflagcinci.org

WEDNESDAY JUNE 11th
“Laugh Out Loud” Comedy Night starring Bernie
    Lubbers and guests, 10:30pm at Hamburger Mary’s,
    513-381-MARY, www.hamburgermaryscincy.com

THURSDAY JUNE 12
"Corpus Christi” by Terrence McNally, presented by
    the Know Theatre Tribe, performances on June 12, 13,
    14, 19, 20, 22 ,23, 26, 27, and 28, 8pm at Gabriel's
    Corner, 513-300-KNOW, www.knowtheatre.com

FRIDAY JUNE 13th
"Hedwig and the Angry Inch” starring Todd Almond,
    presented by Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati (ETC),
    performances run Wednesdays through Sundays
    June 13 to 29th, 513-421-3555, www.cincyetc.com

SATURDAY JUNE 14th
"Dreaming of the Day” Concert, presented by
    Cincinnati Men's Chorus, 8:07pm at Jarson-Kaplan
    Theater of the Aronoff Center for the Arts,
    513-542-2626, www.cmc.bigstep.com
Indianapolis Pride Parade/Festival, presented by
    Indy Pride, 10am to 8pm University Park in downtown
    Indianapolis, www.indypride.com

SUNDAY JUNE 15th
"Dreaming of the Day” Concert, presented by
    Cincinnati Men's Chorus, 2:07pm at Jarson-Kaplan
    Theater of the Aronoff Center for the Arts,
    513-542-2626, www.cmc.bigstep.com
Indianapolis Pride Picnic, presented by Indy Pride,
    noon to 3pm at Broad Ripple Park in Indianapolis,
    www.indypride.com
Billy Dare and The Pumps in Concert, at The Dock,
    513-241-5623, www.thedockcomplex.com

SATURDAY JUNE 21st
TriState Womonfest, noon to ? at Cedar Hill Farm in
    Dry Ridge, Kentucky, www.tristatewomonfest.com
Dayton Pride Dinner/Expo, presented by Dayton Pride,
    5pm at Dayton Convention Ctr., www.daytonpride.com
Kentuckiana Pride Festival, at the Belvedere in down-
    town Louisville, 502-429-6022

SUNDAY JUNE 22nd
Dayton Pride Picnic, presented by Dayton Pride, noon
    to 5pm at Carillon Park in Dayton,www.gaydayton.com

WEDNESDAY JUNE 25th
Evening to Celebrate Fairness featuring Judy
     Shepard, presented by Northern Kentucky Fairness
     Alliance, 859-581-3204, margo@grubbslaw.com

SATURDAY JUNE 28th
“The Grand Finale” Dance Party, presented by
    ChicOut, 9pm to 2am at Cincinnati Playhouse in
    the Park, 513-588-9987, www.chicout.com
Columbus Pride March, presented  by Stonewall
    Columbus, kick off at 1pm, stonewall-columbus.org



Covington Commission Approves
GLBT-Inclusive Rights Ordinance
Equality has come to Cincinnati’s neighbor to the south!
   On Tuesday April 29th, the Covington City Commission unanimously voted to approve a landmark human rights law that
offers full legal protections against discrimination to lesbian, gay, bisexual and  transgender residents. This new ordinance adds
Covington to the list of Kentucky cities, including Lexington and Louisville, that now offer such protections, and also focuses
new attention on the blatantly discriminatory anti-gay Article XII in Cincinnati.
    It took over two years of work by the Northern Kentucky Fairness Alliance, the Covington Human Rights Commission, and
numerous  other supporters to get this Human Rights Ordinance passed.  The groups went door-to-door to poll hundreds of
Covington residents, attended meetings to share their own personal stories of bias and discrimination, and persuaded many local
residents to call or write to the City Commissioners.
   The new version of the Ordinance that was approved on April 29th adds sexual orientation, gender identity, age, marital status,
and parental status as reasons for which people can’t be discriminated against in Covington. It also adds employment and public
accommodations to the existing law which already covered disability, gender, religion, race, color, national origin, family
status and place of birth.
   The Covington Human Rights Commission proposed the changes to the City Commission back in January. In February and
March, two public hearings were held to give the citizens of Covington an opportunity to voice their opinions on this proposed
legislation. At both meetings there was strong support forpassage, with only a handful of speakers telling the Mayor and
Commission members that they opposed it. Among the few groups working against the measure was Citizens for Community
Values who sent out 20,000 letters to Coving-ton residents urging them to oppose the law and warning that giving gays equal
rights would only serve to “normal-ize homosexuality in schools and communities.”
    Commenting on his vote for the Ordinance,  Commissioner Bernie Moorman said, “It’s a reaffirmation of the promise made to
all Americans when they wrote their very sacred documents. In there, they promise life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness and
that's what this ordinance is really all about." Commissioner Jerry Bamberger stated, “This ordinance does not provide anyone
with any special rights. It simply allows all the citizens of of Covington to be treated equally."
   Members of NKFA and other supporters gave the Commissioners a standing ovation following the vote on April 29th.   Dean
Forster of NKFA says "I think this sends the message that Covington is a tolerant community. It's diverse, it embraces its
diversity and it wants to encourage all people to fully participate if they live or work in Covington." He applauded the fair and
positive leadership shown by Covington Mayor Irvin “Butch” Callery during the process.  A big celebration party was held by
NKFA at the Yadda Club  in Covington following the vote.
    The passage of the Human Rights Ordinance in Coving-ton has given a boost to efforts across the Ohio River in Cincinnati to
do away with Article XII of the city charter. A repeal measure is expected  to be on the November 2004 ballot.

NGLTF Power Summit Trains Local
Activists to Work for Article XII Repeal
Over a hundred GLBT leaders and allies from across the tri-state joined Sarah Reece and other staff from the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) for a “Power Summit” on April 25th to 27th at the Radison Hotel in Covington. Trainers from  the
Washington office and other NGLTF mem-bers from around the country convened to support the local efforts of Citizens to Restore
Fairness and others to organize the repeal of Article XII, the City of Cincinnati’s anti-gay charter amendment.
   Participants were divided into three tracks– fundraising, coalition building, and the electoral process. Money was raised to kick
off a week of door-to-door canvassing of city neighborhoods. The first major action (the result of phone banks and trainings) is a
petition drive to collect 9,000 signatures which started on May 6th at localpolling places. The petition  will allow the repeal
measure to be placed on the ballot in 2004. Those attending the summit  were both encouraged and chal-lenged by what they
learned. The hands-on training gave many their first opportunity to do this type of work and showed that the time is right for
change. The experience also proved that this repeal effort will take mas-sive amounts of money, hard work, unity and dedication.

Cincinnati’s Women’s Choir Celebrates
20 Years of “Singing for Our Lives”
Cincinnati’s women’s choir, MUSE, will perform the world premiere of an original compo-sition by Ysaye Barnwell (of the
world-renowned acapella ensemble, Sweet Honey and the Rock), as it celebrates its 20th annual spring concerts, “Still Singing
for Our Lives: MUSE Turns 20.” The perfor-mances will be on Saturday and Sunday May 23rd and May 24th at 8pm at Greaves
Hall on the campus of Northern Ken-tucky University. Other high-lights of the 20th anniversary commemoration include the
introduction of MUSE’s first “Enduring Spirit Awards” and guest performances by the Cincinnati Men’s Chorus and
Sister Friends.
   “Still Singing for Our Lives” offers a retrospective of the choir’s 20 year history within Cincinnati’s musical commun-ity.
Founded in 1984 by current Artistic Director Dr. Catherine Roma, MUSE is comprised of approximately 60 volunteers from
throughout the Tristate area. Dedicated to musical excellence and social change, MUSE commissions and seeks out music
composed by wo- men, pieces written to enhance the sound of women’s voices and songs that honor the enduring spirit of all
peoples.
    For this concert, MUSE will premiere an original work by Ysaye Barnwell commissioned to honor MUSE interpreter Ruth
Rowan, who has been working for 18 years to make MUSE concerts accessible tomembers of the hearing impair-ed community.
MUSE also will premiere newly commissioned arrangements of works by local women singer/songwriters Lee
Hoffman and Lynn Herman. For more information or to purchase tickets, call  221-1118 or visit www.musechoir.org.



GLBT News To Sponsor Weekly Events Updates
    One of the main issues in our local GLBT community that was identified over and over again by numerous different groups at
The Coalition Planning Retreat this past February was the urgent need for more immediate and comprehensive communications
about the many resources, opportunities and activities for GLBT people going on in our city and region.
   In response to this need, leaders of the Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Cincinnati, the parent organization of The
Coalition, and the editorial staff of Greater Cincinnati GLBT News have now begun working  together to offer a brand new
outlet for members of our community to receive this type of information on a weekly basis.
    This new endeavor, tentatively called “The Weekly,” will take the form of an email message sent out once a week to people
who sign up to be a part of a new e-group. “TheWeekly” will offer information about all the events that are scheduled for the
coming week. It will feature complete listings of support groups sports and social events, educational opportunities and
religious services. Also in-cluded in the email service will be coverage of upcoming events at the area’s bars and nightspots.
    The first of these weekly updates is scheduled to go out during the beginning of June. Coalition volunteer John Metcalfe and
GLBT News editor Bruce Beisner will be working together to compile the content for each week’s posting and urge local groups
and businesses to contact them with information for it at bbeisner@advantext.com.
    If you’d like to receive this new and convenient source of information each week, visit The  Coalition’s new website at
www.glbtcoalition.com and click on the subscribe button.

Stonewall Refocusing from
Boycott to Anti-Violence Work
After several difficult years filled with financial problems, internal strife and controversy with other local GLBT groups, Stonewall
Cincinnati has been struggling to rebuild itself since several of its key leaders were ousted by the membership last fall. As part of
this effort the GLBT human rights organiza-tion has recently welcomed Carol Lippmann and Michael K. Feds as new members of
its Board of Directors and has begun working to better define its vision and mission to both its membership and everyone in
the community.
  One of the first steps was taken in early April when Stonewall released a statement clarifying the organization’s position on the 2-
year-old boycott of down-town businesses led by several local African American groups based on racism in police and community
relations. In its spring newsletter, the Board of Stonewall  stated that while the group had the best of intentions when it became
associated with the boycott effort in February 2002 , “at no time did  we intend or expect to be perceived as one of the chief
proponents of the boycott, or to convey that we were in full agreement with all of the boycott demands.”
    They further state that it is the view of the current Stonewall leadership that the boycott dis-tracts from the organization’s
primary mission– working for GLBT equality and inclusion through education, advocacy and outreach. The article goes on to say
that the boycott really hurts those that it is meant to help, that some progress as been made to address many of the issues raised by
boycott leaders, and that ultimately Stonewall’s association with the boycott has “hurt the GLBT community’s ability to repeal
Cincinnati’s anti-gay charter amendment,  Article XII.”
     New Board member Carol Lippmann says that with Stone-wall’s position on the boycott better clarified it is hoped that the
organization can refocus on addressing issues of violenceand discrimination against GLBT people in our city and region.
Stonewall has been aggressively working to revital-ize its long-standing “Anti-Violence/Anti-Discrimination Project” which
handles reports from victims of harassment or discrimination and offers them both resources and information. Lippmann says that
this work has now become Stonewall’s top priority and in just the last few months they have respond-ed to good number of
discrimination complaints. Stonewall sees this work as a vital service to the community and also an important part of the
documentation of bias that will be essential in the campaign to repeal Article XII.
    As Lippmann puts it, “It is critical that we document, track and report incidents of anti-GLBT abuse, harassment and
discrimination. We must continue to alert law enforcement, public officials and the general public that bias and hate crimes occur
based solely on a person’s perceived sexual orientation.”
    If you have been a victim of anti-GLBT violence or discrim-ination, please immediately report the incident to Stonewall at
513-651-2500 or at hroboard @stonewallcincinnati.org.

Former Park Service Employee Moves
On After Discrimination Case Ends
Jenna Skogg, the National Park Service employee who was featured in the November 2002 issue of GLBT News, reached an
agreement with the Department of the Interior in early March of this year over her charges of workplace discrimination based on
gender and sexual orientation.
   Jenna’s meeting with her lawyer and representatives from the National Park Service was delayed several weeks and finally took
place on  December 19th at the Federal Building in Cincinnati. At that time the  Equal Opportunity Employ-ment Commission
mediator from Cleveland declared an im-passe. A Legal Defense Fund was then set up to help Jenna cover legal expenses.
(Contributions may be sent to  PO Box 23298, Cincinnati, 45223).
   After the holiday season, the government did not respond to her attempts to settle the case. In the interim, the hearing date was
moved up, the judge was reassigned and her four and a half year old case was moved out of state. Jenna decided to eventually
accept an offer that resulted in her separation from the agency.
   In February 2003, Jenna was among those who worked to lobby City Hall for passage of the expanded Hate Crimes Ordinance
and she was featured as the cover story in the February newsletter of the local chapter of the National Organization for Women.
    This past April, Jenna started a speaking tour of local colleges beginning at Northern Ken-tucky University. Her appear-ance
there at a women’s studiesevent was featured in the cam-pus student newspaper, The Northern. She also participated in the
Soulforce demonstration at the trial of Rev. Steve Van Kuiken in April and has become more involved with the GLBT Coalition
and the Citizens to Restore Fairness in hopes to be able to help with the repeal of Article XII.



Time Flies When You’re Proud  by Cynthia Jeffries

 My life has gone through a lot of changes in the past five years. I have gone from hiding in my closet afraid of what people's
reaction would be to me when I ventured out to actively pursuing equality for the GLBT community.
    I remember the first support meeting that I went to when the Community Center was still down on 9th Street in Cincinnati. It
took all of my strength and courage to leave home, dressed as my female self, and park on a downtown street right out in the
open.  It was nearly dark when I arrived at my destination, and getting out of the car took everything I had. It was a good thing
that I found a parking space close to the Community Center, because I almost chickened out.  As I stood at the front door
waiting to be buzzed in, my heart was pounding and it was a really frightening experience. There was no one around and the
street was deserted.
   There was a little relief from my tension when the buzzer sounded, and I hurried in to safety. I was still tense as I rode the
elevator up to the floor where the support meeting was held. I still had no idea what to expect.
    The door opened and I stepped out. There were at least 15 people sitting in chairs, forming a circle just outside the elevator.
All eyes were on me because I was late and the meeting had already began. The elevator door closed and I leaned back against
it, giving a huge sigh of relief, that I had made it to my destination safely.
    That night began the active support I needed, from a community that I have come to feel very deeply about.
   As time went by, the fear of going out in public got less and less with each adventure out, and it was my support group that
became what I now call my life line. Without them I would not be where I am today.
    After a couple of years of being out, I became the Outreach Director of my support group, and because of this I got involved
with the greater GLBT community.  I have made many friends and found a lot more support than I could have ever imagined. I
developed a sense of pride  that was never there before. A sense of pride that helped to remove any feeling of guilt and shame I
had. I  finally felt proud of who I was. I became involved in a community that really cared about me. And I'm happy I did.
    Where has the time gone? I can hardly believe another whole year has gone by since our last Pride Festival weekend. It is the
one weekend of the year that we can all get together and show Greater Cincinnati that there is very much of a tight knit
community here.
   We are all about support and helping each other. This is what the whole celebration of Pride Week is about. A time for each of
us to stand up and say I am not ashamed, I am proud of who I am, and help others feel that way about themselves.
   Each one of us is a life line for those people that are just coming out, and those that are not so self assured. We each can a
helping hand so that others can be proud of who they are.
    Join me and all of your other friends on June 7th and 8th for a pride weekend celebration like our city has never seen. And
while you’re enjoying the parade and the festival, remember to also take a moment to honor those who were there to help you
when you came out.

Citizens to Restore Fairness  by Chris Seelbach

    The bad news:  Cincinnati has the dubious distinction of being the only city in the country with an ordinance,
Article XII, that prevents legislation to protect GLBT people from discrimination. The good news:  There is Citizens to Restore
Fairness (CRF). We are a broad-based coalition determined to repeal Article XII. With the support of those within and without
of the GLBT community, CRF will help shed Cincinnati’s national image of bigotry and intolerance, replace it with one of pride
and honor, and propel our city into an era based on equality and fairness for all. The Board of CRF includes:
Gary Wright (co-chair): Oversees the Global Trends Group at Procter & Gamble (P&G), a founder of GABLE/P&G, and a
board member of Planned Parenthood Cincinnati.
Hal Porter (co-chair): Pastor Emeritus of Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church, where he con-tinues his ministry in seeking the full
inclusion of GLBT persons.
Freeman Durham (treasurer): Attorney, also serving on the boards of Caracole, Gateway House, and Walnut Hills Christian
Church. 
Jean Siebenaler, MD: Associate Director of Cardiovascular Services at Kendle Interna-tional, Inc. and an active participant in
the Cincinnati community as a nonprofit board member, lecturer and political leader.  
Chip Harrod: Executive Director of The National Conference for Community and Justice, (NCCJ) Greater Cincinnati
Region—a national human relations organization dedicated to fighting bias, bigotry and racism.
Linwood Battle: Retired from P&G as the Manager of Diversity and currently serving on the board of NCCJ, the Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital, and chairman of the Ohio Advisory Committee of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, among others.  He
served two four-year terms on the Cincinnati Board of Education and was its president in 1993 and 1999.
Sharon Zeeley:  Former United States Attorney for the Southern District of Ohio, appointed by President Clinton. She is
currently a partner with Black Rome LLP.
Brionnea Williams: Received her Masters in Women’s Studies at the University of Cincinnati while working as the Women of
Color Program Coordinator for the UC Women’s Center and currently works as an Employment Specialist with Lighthouse
Youth Services.
Chris Seelbach: Student at the University of Dayton School of Law and founder of the Xavier Alliance. He initiated the petition
that led Xavier University to become the first Catholic University to issue a welcoming statement for GLBT people.
Linnea Lose: Independent accredited public relations consultant, specializing in human service organizations and is active in
First Unitarian Church of Cincinnati and a former board president of Crazy Ladies Center and Bookstore.
Gary Simpson: Vice President-Product Supply, Global Baby Care, at Procter & Gamble World-wide and a graduate of the
United States Naval Academy.
Don Beck:  Architect who designed Carol’s, the Pipeline, as well as the new Coach and Four.  President of One Human Family,
a new human rights organization in Cincinnati and board member of NCCJ, and Cincinnati Preservation
Association. 
Other members of the CRF Board are Anne Zaring, Don Beck and Scott Knox.
   With your help, Article XII will be repealed! The board is busy planning the pre-campaign part of the repeal, including the
hiring of a full-time field director and part-time administrator.  These positions will lead the effort to deliver the 9,000
signatures needed to put the repeal on the ballot, provide assistance to the Volunteer Recruitment Committee, and manage field
operations. If you are interested in getting involved with CRF and helping to create a Cin-cinnati that is a more fair, just place to
live, contact Gary Wright at wrightgw@fuse.net or Chris Seelbach at ChrisSeelbach1@aol.com.  For the latest on the repeal
effort as it unfolds, visit our website at www.citizenstorestorefairness.org.



Cincinnati’s First Pride Parade  by Bruce Beisner

           Thirty years ago last month, gay and lesbian Cincinnatians held their very first Pride Parade. Over the past 3 decades, the
event has grown, declined, disappeared and been reborn. As you march with the thousands of other people this June, remember
that it all started with a little noticed but very important happening back in April of 1973.
    Following the Stonewall riots and the growth of the anti-Vietnam War movement, “hippie” culture began to strongly take hold
in the Cincinnati area in the early 1970’s. Out of this “leftist” and “druggie” crowd came the city’s first gay organization. The
Cincinnati Gay Community, or CGC, was established in 1972 by a small group of die-hard activists. Among the founding
members were Michael Weyand, Terry Flanigan, Carol Kipp, Dick Jasinski, Ronald Carter and Jack Ferguson.
    The CGC advertised in the University of Cincinnati’s newspaper and soon had over 200 people attending their regular
meetings, which were held at St. John’s Unitarian Church. The group was made up of mostly gay white males, many of whom
were college students, although a handful of women and African Americans became involved. CGC sponsored theater pro-
ductions and social activities and sent speakers to sexuality education classes at UC and Miami University. About a year after it
was founded, the leadership of CGC decided to build on their successes with a Pride Celebration on April 6, 7, and 8, 1973
which would include a parade.
    The first ever Cincinnati Pride Celebrationbegan on Friday night with a spaghetti dinner at St. John’s Unitarian Church that
was attended by over 150 people. Following a brunch on Saturday morning at the popular gay dance club Badlands, the first
Pride Parade stepped off from Washington Square Park in Over the Rhine. Having secured a parade permit, about 70 people
marched with signs and banners through downtown to Fountain Square.
    In a 1986 presentation to the UC Gay Academic Union, Terry Flanigan recalled that “there was much heckling along the
route” and that “while press releases were sent to all the local media, only WCPO-Channel 9 covered the event, and their
coverage was very brief and really didn’t capture the spirit of the day at all.” Following the parade there was a rally on Fountain
Square which featured live music, political speakers and several theatrical skits.
   Although privately a friend of many gays, Cincinnati Mayor Theodore Berry, the city’s first African American mayor, refused
to pub- lically issue a proclamation of this first Gay Pride Day. It would be years before the event would receive official
recognition.
     On April 15, 1973, gay and lesbian activists held the first “Red Shirt Day” at the Kings Island amusement park. On May 8th
of that same year, about 150 people participated in the first state-wide Pride march in Columbus.
    Despite the success of Cincinnati’s first Pride Parade, the CGC fell apart amid heated disagreements only a month later.

What’s You Re-entry Strategy?     by Vicki L. Marsh

Investors in record numbers have pulled out of the stock market, opting for fixed-investment vehicles and cash strategies instead.
Considering the long-term market outlook and the history of stock market rebounds, why aren’t more people re-entering the
market, especially now that stock prices are low? Why aren’t in-vestors remembering the old adage “buy low, sell high”? Are
investors’ re-entry fears just-ified? There are many factors that investors should consider in their long-and short-term  re-entry
strategies.
Despite Down Cycles, Stocks Perform
     The most serious risk investors currently face is falling short of their long-term financial goals.  What most people don’t
recognize is that despite several down cycles, stock prices have risen steadily over time.  From 1926 through 2001, the S&P 500
posted a 12.6% average annual rate of return, far better than any other investment class.  The bottom line is that being too
conservative or avoiding stocks may limit your portfolio’s return.
     While past performance does not guarantee future results, investors who have stayed in the market, even during turbulent
times, have eventually been rewarded. For example, in the five months following the attack on Pearl Harbor, which ushered in the
United States’ involvement in World War II, the S&P 500 declined almost 17%. But by the time the war ended in 1945, the index
had advanced 62% from its level on December 7, 1941.
     Before moving forward in today’s economy, however, there are many questions that in-vestors need to ask themselves, such
as:  What is my time horizon? How much can I afford to lose in the short term? Can I afford not to pursue growth to outpace
inflation? How comfortable am I accepting possible short-term losses to eventually get long-term gains?
Dollar-Cost Averaging
     One important component of a re-entry strat-egy and a plan to get long-term gains is dollar-cost-averaging.  For as little as
$50 a month, time-tested dollar-cost averaging may allow you to participate in the stock market and concentrate on long-term
growth.  Dollar-cost averaging is a method of buying the same dollar amount of a stock or mutual fund each month (or other time
period) so the price you buy at averages out over time.  This  systematic approach saves you from the turmoil of moving in and
out of a family of funds or trying to time stock purchases.  Most import-antly, dividends are always reinvested and automatically
become part of your dollar-cost averaged portfolio.
    While dollar-cost averaging can’t prevent loss in a steadily declining market, it may prove to be very successful in making the
most of market fluctuations over time.  Dollar-cost averaging helps you disregard current market conditions and emphasize long-
term growth. Consider your ability to continue purchases in a declining market before considering a dollar
cost average program.
Asset Allocation and Diversification
    If you are like many people, you may never have had a good asset allocation plan. Nearly half of all employees with 401(k)
accounts have their assets in just two mutual funds, according to a recent survey by employee benefits consulting firm Hewitt
Associates.  Plus, because of matching programs, the average worker has 42% of his or her 401(k) money in company stock, well
above the recommended 10% maximum.
    One simple way investors can reduce their stock market risk is through investment diversification.  Choosing a portfolio with a
mix of stock, bonds and cash offers more protection against market risk than a non-diversified portfolio, which is much more
vulnerable if one stock suffers a significant decline. Typically, financial advisors recommend that stock investors hold at least
eight stocks. If one stock falls sharply, the drop will have a limited influence on your portfolio.  Also, it’s important that each of
the eight stocks be in a different industry group. Finally, consider value stocks. Look for issues with reasonable price/earnings
ratios, often called value stocks, that provide solid divi dends.
Get Help
     Re-entering the stock market requires many considerations.  A financial advisor can help and integrate your re-entry strategy
into your comprehensive financial plan to help you meet your long- and short-term goals.



Celebrating the Spirituality of GLBT People

Presbytery Rebukes Local Minister
for Marrying Same Sex Couples
On Tuesday April 8th, the Presbytery of Cincinnati held a trial of the Rev. Steve Van Kuiken, pastor of Mt. Auburn Presbyterian
Church, on two charges that he has disobeyed denominational doctrine that discriminates against gay and lesbian parishioners.
    The following Monday, the Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC) of the Presbytery announced that it had found Rev. Van
Kuiken guilty in one of two counts and issued a rebuke, the lowest degree of censure, for that conviction. In its decision, the PJC
ruled that Rev. Van Kuiken’s actions of performing ceremonies for same sex couples that are the equivalent of Christian mar-
riages are “contrary to the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church USA.” The church court declined to discipline Van Kuiken for
ordaining openly gay or lesbian people to serve as lay leaders because of a technicality in the role of a pastor in the ordination
process.
    Responding to the verdict, Rev. VanKuiken told members of his congregation, who have come out in strong support of his
positions affirming GLBT people, “The penalty of rebuke seems encouraging to me but  at the same time it is also very threaten-
ing.” He went on to  state, “What confuses me is that they already know I will not change from my position on marrying same
sex couples. I don’t think I could have made that more clear. The net result of this trial is that it only leaves others and me in a
state of limbo with more accusations and trials to come. Any real resolution has been merely pushed into the indefinite future.”
    In a show of support forRev. Van Kuiken, over 100 people from across the na-tion, lead by mem- bers of Soulforce,
demonstrated out-side the trial with large signs that read “Stop Spiritual Vio-lence.” This vigil  received extensive coverage in
local media, including a  Cincinnati Enquirer article by column-ist Denise Amos who wrote about attending her les- bian sister’s
union ceremony. In the piece, Amos said that the ceremony  took place 14 years ago and at that time such relationships often
needed to be kept secret, but that “the times for such secrets should be over.”
    GLBT supporters within the Presbyterian Church expressed encouragement over the results of the trial.  Bill Moss of More
Light Presbyterians put it this way, “The victories have been won long before the Presbytery reached its decision and can be
neither diminished not silenced by any rebuke.”

Understanding Transgender   by Bob Donovan, MD

We like to fancy ourselves as a community of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. We mostly have a good idea about
the gay, lesbian and bisexual parts of that, but what about transgender? Can you define it or give exam-ples? It would not be
surprising if you find that you are unsure about it. Even looking in the literature about transgender, it’s apparent that it
is a complex and confusing subject.
    In most cultures (ours certainly included), sexuality is stated in rather rigid norms. We know that even gay, lesbian and
bisexual push those beyond the limits that many people can accept in terms of sexuality. But transgender pushes that even further.
Here are some im-portant terms that are used when discussing sexual identity:
Genetic identity is the chromosomal gender of the individual. Gender identity is the way one feels as being male or female.
Gender role is the expected approach each culture customarily expects of individuals on the basis of what gender they seem to
be. Sexual orientation is the gender to which one is romantically or sexually attracted.
    Looking at these four components then, our culture expects me to say, for example, “I am genetically a man; I feel like a man;
I act like a man acts in this culture; I am sexually attracted to women.” Likewise, women are expected to say, “I am genetically a
woman; I feel like a woman; I act like a woman; I am sexually attracted to men.” I think it’s pretty obvious that neither of those
two statements apply to most of the readers of this paper. In fact, for some, none of the statements would work in the traditional
way, so you could say that, instead of just two possibilities (culturally expected female or male as much of the world would like
it to be), there are in fact at least 16 possibilities of sexual identity.
     Starting out with genetic identity, we might think this is obvious. However, like most everything else with humans, it simply
isn’t so. As usual, there is the “norm”– XX female, XY male. But some people are born with other than these usual patterns of
sexual chromosomes. Some people may even have part of their cells with one pattern and others with another pattern! At other
times, chromosomal abnormalities may cause hormones that are essential to regular development not to occur, both in the womb
and afterwards. Babies may then be born with several problems, for example:
Hermaphrodites have both some testicle and ovary present, and they have ambiguous genitals (genitals look like they could be
male or female). Pseudohermaphrodites have one set of gonads (ovaries or testicles), but ambiguous genitals.
    This problem of ambiguous genitals in infants leads to a major controversy. It has been the practice over the last couple of
decades to try to choose a gender and then do surgery or surgeries to place the infant into one genital appearance. The problem
can be that the person may find, during later development, that the choice was wrong –that the person was chosen to look female
but feels male, or vice versa. Sometimes this decision is not even based on rational scientific evidence because it may not be
clear, even after extensive testing, what choice to make. At times the choice was made simply because it’s easier surgically to
make the genitals female than male. Now some are advocating waiting for surgery until later when the person’s gender identity
is clearer, and dealing with the  ambiguities during the present.
    Gender identity also crosses boundaries. In medical terms, some people suffer from gender dysphoria, or a feeling of
distress or dissatisfaction about his or her birth sex and the sex role that applies to that sex. The strongest formof this is
transsexualism where the person who is physically and hormonally of one gender shows an identification as being of the other
gender. These are people who may desire sexual reassignment surgery. Someone who is trans-sexual but sexually attracted to the
same biologic sex may not consider him- or her-self  to be gay, since they  consider themselves to be of the opposite sex.
    Gender role is very culturally oriented, and in our country is in quite a state of change. Rather in the middle of all this are
transvestites and cross-dressers who wear the clothing of the  opposite sex.
     All this is leading to a breakdown in the strict categories that we prefer to put people in. Obviously, though, there’s a long way
to go. Most people are not nearly ready to bend the gender rules to accept all the possibilities Gender non-conformity is much
more a part of adolescence now than it was even a decade ago. Clearly, this is a complex and controversial area, with lots of
room for openness and compassion.



Here’s to the Women in Our Lives
by Marti Kwiatkowski, PFLAG Cincinnati President

      PFLAG has always been about lesbian women. Their mothers and fathers, friends and family attend our events and add to the
rich tapestry that weaves our monthly meetings.  In this month of May that is reserved for Mothers (and rightfully so) I would
like to acknowledge the wonderful, generous, lesbian women (many of whom are mothers) for their contributions not only to our
chapter but to the GLBT com-munity as well. “We belong to our mothers, and our beliefs and our breaths are made tangible in
their love.”– your lesbian love brings another gift to the table of life. Thank you.
    In case you haven’t noticed, the PFLAG Newsletter includes a voucher from Hamburger Mary’s. If you redeem the voucher
during the Mother’s Day or Father’s Day weekend, they will donate a portion of their proceeds to our PFLAG Chapter. A big
thank you to everyone at Hamburger Mary’s for their support!
    June is pride month for PFLAG. Stop in at our June 10th meeting and meet the recipients of the 2003 PFLAG Scholarship
Awards.
    Don’t forget that PFLAG is on WAIF on the second Saturday of each month. Tune in and listen to our parents, family and
friends as theytalk about their experiences.
   The PFLAG Video Committee is now in the process of reproducing our community service video with the funds received from
the Mayer-son Foundation.  Many of you have expressed the wish to purchase a video and we hope to have that in place very
soon.
    Our Speaker’s Bureau has been very busy. Tom and Marie Jenkins appeared at the School for Affective Learning Disorders
during diver-sity week, Marti Kwiatkowski and Dolores Bebko appeared on “Cincinnati Matters” with Regina Carswell of
WXIX (many thanks to Tony Phillips for setting this up). It appears that our video is opening many doors of opportunity
to spread good news about PFLAG and our entire GLBT community.
     Please come to see us on the second Tuesday of every month at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church (103 William Howard Taft
Road) at 7:30pm and help us promote the health and well-being of GLBT persons, their families and friends through support,
education, and advo-cacy. All meetings include a small group discussion. This PFLAG chapter feels like family.  I hope you will
join us.

by Don Baker

What the Bible Really Says about Homosexuality, by Daniel A. Helminiak
(San Francisco: Alamo Square Press, 1994)

   We’ve all seen the bumper stickers: “Jesus Save Me from Your Followers” and “The Christian Right Is Neither.” Certainly there
are Christians who see GLBT folks as expressions of God’s wondrous diversity, and churches who welcome us because they
believe Jesus’s message was one of inclusion rather than exclusion.
   But there are also the Bible thumpers who wield the Holy Book like a blunt instrument, bludgeoning us with Leviticus,
Romans, and Corinthians until they drive us either out of the church or into the closet. This book is for those who wish to retain
their religion without the self-loathing that can come from buying into the meanest interpretations of scripture.
   “Many of those who are homosexual have been raised to believe in the Bible, and they have been told that it condemns
homosexuality,” college professor and former priest Daniel Helminiak writes, “[Are gays and lesbians] inherently flawed? Some
would believe so. But then God must be evil or be playing some cruel trick, but that cannot be. God does not make junk. So there
must be another answer.” The mistake must be in how the Bible is being read. This is the argument presented here.”
    This book is nearly a decade old, but gay bookstores find it sells out whenever they stock it. Helminiak, who recently appeared
in Cincin-nati, travels the country giving well-attended seminars based on it. In concise textual and cultural analysis (the book is
only 109 pages long), Helminiak demonstrates that the six majorbiblical passages that seem to denounce homosexuality need not
be interpreted to condemn homosexuals as abominable deviants unworthy of God’s love. It should be read by everyone who
resents being denied their religious birthright.
   Helminiak cautions that “while the Bible makes no blanket condemnation of homo- sexuality, this does not mean that anything
goes. If they rely on the Bible for guidance and inspiration, lesbians and gay men will certainly feel bound by the core moral
teachings of the Judeo-Christian tradition: be prayerful, rev-erence God, respect others, be loving and kind, be forgiving and
merciful, be honest and be just.”
    “Work for harmony and peace. Stand up for truth. Give of yourself for all that is good, and avoid all that you know to be evil.
To do that is to be a true disciple of Jesus.” This book would not be needed if more Christians practiced what
they should be preaching.
   Since the 1970s, the Public Library of Cincinnati has been collecting books on all the tangled questions relating to religion and
homosexuality.  If you’d like to check out their online catalog of these materials, you can go to the website at
www.cincinnatilibrary.org. In your search use the subject heading  “Homosex-uality: Religious Aspects” or “Homosexuality in
the Bible.” Most of the books are only in the Education and Religion Department of the Main Library, but interested readers can
order them sent to any convenient branch.

Exactly How Will a Real Estate Agent Help Me Buy A Home?
by Michael Sweeney, Comey & Shepherd Realtors

Brokers and agents make it their business to provide every service connected with your home search, from expert counseling in
the early stages through careful monitoring of your closing. The more closely you work with one agent, the better your needs are
known and the more effectively you can be served –saving you time and possible grief.
    You benefit from an agent’s services in many ways, such as:
Helping you set up a plan of action through an analysis of your needs and your finances, the current housing market, homes



available in your price range, and lenders’ mortgage options.
Personally conducting your search to find neighborhoods and homes that fit your requirements.
Guiding you through the intricacies of making an offer on a home and presenting your offer to the seller.
Assisting you through both the pre-closing and closing processes.
Showing you how to save home ownership tax dollars in the years to come.
     An agent will help you understand different financing options and will also refer you to a qualified lender who will work with
you to find the financing program that best suits your needs. A real estate agent may also be able to refer you to other
professionals whose services you will need throughout the home buying process including title companies, inspectors and more.
    Buying and selling real estate can be a com-plex process. Call on a real estate professional who can help lead you through
complex maze that stands between you and the home of your dreams.
    Question about real estate? Contact Michael Sweeney at 241-3400 or msweeney@one.net

Let’s Get Busy!     by Paula Ison

       Every business has a busy season. For toy stores it’s October to December. For florists it’s Valentines to Mothers Day and for
accountants it’s February to April 15th.  For the Queen City Rainbow Band, our busy season is about to start, running from June
7th to July 4th when we are in three parades, a music festival and play with the Men’s Chorus at the Aronoff Center. Oh yes, we
have six practices scheduled during this same time frame.
    Saturday June 7th is the first day of the annual Cincinnati Pride Music Festival at Hoffner Park and the Rainbow Band will
play around 8pm. Starting times are never definite in the music world so get there by 7pm and cheer wildly for us whenever we
go on stage. The next day is the Pride Parade and the Band will proudly march in what will likely be the biggest GLBT gathering
in the history of Cincinnati. Be a part of history and cheer wildly as we pass by.
    The Rainbow Band really needs volunteers to help pass out water to band members along the parade route on June 8th. If
you’d like to help, please contact Bobbie at 542-6624.
    When Pride weekend ends, the Rainbow Band gets a whopping three day vacation before practicing on June 12th and 13th as
we will accompany the Men’s Chorus in a performance at the Aronoff Center on June 14th. Tickets are already on sale for this
event. So get yours right away and plan to come and cheer wildly for both the Band and the Men’s Chorus.
    Then it’s off to Columbus for the Columbus Pride Parade on Saturday June 28th. We marched in their parade last year and it
was a really neat experience. This parade drew 40,000 people and had real hecklers, armed with  megaphones and of course,
bibles. Our Con-stitutional forefathers would really get a kick out of seeing such a diversity of freedom of assembly and free
speech. I can’t wait until the Cincinnati Pride Parade has organized hecklers which I view as a sign of GLBT success.
   And is it ever hot in Columbus that time of the year!! The three weeks between their parade and ours really makes a difference.
It has to be 125 degrees in the center of the road. Bring your inner soles and some extra water, and cheer wildly when we march
by!
    Then it’s back to Cincinnati for the Northside July 4th parade which we also did last year. Come to think of it, it was 125
degrees in the center of Hamilton Avenue last year. Columbus has nothing on Cincinnati; and oh yes, cheer wildly as we pass by.
    Mercifully, the July 4th parade ends our busy season and then it’s back to a more leisurely pace, dreaming of the September
26th Pride Night at Paramount’s Kings Island and the Christmas tree lighting at Hoffner Park in freezing December weather. By
December we’ll look forward to hot summer streets and getting busy again.
    For more information on the Queen City Rainbow Band and Flag Corps, please call  513-559-9987 or visit www.qcrb.org.

Advice for the Confused and Clueless
by Ambrosia

Gentle Readers– I hope you're all enjoying the warm weather. I know I've enjoyed many balmy evenings drinking juleps on the
veranda with my lady friends. I would like to thank my boosters for following me across the river to Woolly's– we're having a
good time there. Since this is Pride season, I've pulled letters speci-fically dealing with Pride. I hope to see everyone at the Pride
Parade on June 8th. Remember, I'll be waving at you! Now, onto your letters...

Ambrosia,
   I’m so embarrassed. I have been dating some-one for a few weeks. He and I have been intimate since our first meeting. I'm
embarrassed because he found out that I wear false teeth and saw me without them yesterday morning. I didn't know what to say
but I ran into the bathroom em-barrassed and left immediately for work. How should I handle this situation?
 –Toothless in Cincinnati

Dear Toothless,
I have two questions for you: 1) Were you alert when someone put the teeth in your mouth?  and  2) Do you look better with
teeth than without?  I ask these for a few reasons. I know many people that use cosmetic enhancements daily to make themselves
look better. We call this "artifice." Artifice can take many forms: teeth, hair, eyelashes, breasts, hips, limbs (arms, legs) and
others. (I myself am never seen without my eyelashes - I have a pair by the front door just in case!)  Artifice is an art– making
one look better with the cosmetic enhancement than without. I'm sure when you were fitting for your teeth, you weren't
embarrassed. I'm sure that you look better with them than without. Fake is pretty. Why do so many people get breast
augmentation surgery, wear wigs, make-up, etc.? Because fake is pretty, I believe that you should get as much help as possible–
if there's some- thing less than perfect on you, fix it! Don't whine and mope around, go out and get it taken care of.  The people
that are trying to make you feel bad need to get a real (all natural) attitude, and then they wouldn't be worried about you
but worried about making themselves better.  Be proud of what you've done to look your best and others will be too!

Dear Ambrosia,
   Pat and I have been "an item" for a few years. I thought we had the type of relationship where we could trust each other and tell
each other everything. Then I caught Pat masturbating with a vibrator. I felt so betrayed and inadequate. I quietly left the house
and reentered loudly so that she could hear me. She hasn’t said anything to me about the vibrator and I want to confront her



about this. Neither one of us has talked about anything like this before. What should I do? Do you think I need to find another
woman to be with in order to find a relationship where we can both be really honest with each other?
 –Second Best

Dear Second Best,
From what you've told me, you don't know if she prefers you to the vibrator or not. So for right now, I wouldn’t get too down
about this situation quite yet. You know,  Pat could be using that vibrator for a variety of reasons, the best of which being that she
might have just been "getting in the mood" waiting for you to get home.  If this is the only bad thing about your relationship, you
should be given an award! I know that doesn't make you feel any better,  but you should realize how lucky you are. I would
suggest that since you've been surprised by her, that you surprise her. I would do this by going out and purchasing a vibrator of
your own. Make sure it is substantially bigger than the one that she was using alone (I was always taught to "make the
punishment worse than the crime...") Then, you should surprise her with it during your next lovemaking session. Tell her it's
something you've always wanted to do and see how she reacts. That way, the secret's out in the open and everyone will be happy.
Then she also won't be embarrassed any longer and hopefully won't keep and do this in secret anymore. Oh, and remember to get
some long-lasting batteries!

Write Ambrosia at ehutflie@cincyradio.com.

Arts, Entertainment and Nightlife   by Miss C.C. Bloom

Well it’s that time of the year again. Pride 2003 will be upon us before you know it and there’s lots of news to report at the
theatres, concert halls, bars and nightspots.
   Two local theatre companies are presenting special productions for Pride month this year. The Know Theatre Tribe will offer
“Corpus Christi” by Terrance McNally. This play sparks lots of controversy wherever it is performed because it portrays Jesus as
a gay man. Something everyone must see once in their life. Acclaimed actor Todd Almond returns to the Ensemble Theatre in
June to reprise his stunning portrayal of Hedwig in “Hedwig and the Angry Inch.” Both plays run during the last weeks of June.
     The Dock, which celebrates its 20th anni-versary this month, will present  “Billy Dare and the Pumps” in a special concert
appearance on Sunday night June 15th. Out on The Dock’s big patio, the women’s sand volleyball league kicks off play on May
30th. There will also be a men’s league this summer, with dates to be announced.
     Have you checked out The Pipeline’s new TGIF Tea Dance on Friday nights. Get down at The Pipe with hits from the 70s,
80s and 90s.
    The ISQCCBE (otherwise known as The Court) will present Hot Oil Wrestling with the Princesses on May 31st at Bullfishes.
Also on the Court’s calendar look for their Beach Blanket Bingo Show on May 23rd at Shooters!
     Planet Freedom will be hosting a special party and fundraiser for the Repeal Article XII campaign on Friday June 6th. It
should be a great time for all at Neon’s on 12th Street with all the proceeds going for a very important cause.
   Also on Friday June 6th, MidState Leather and Hamburger Mary’s will be teaming up to present  the annual “Jungle
Maneuvers” party at The Serpent Bar in Northside. Across the street, Jacob’s will be having a big 80s new wave party
that night as well.
   Before you go to the Pride Festival on Saturday night, drop in at Jacob’s at 4pm where you’ll have a chance to meet city
council candidate John Schlaegetter live and in person. Later that night Jacob’s will present a big Pride Show.
   On Sunday morning from 10am to noon, there’s a continental breakfast at Jacob’s and cookouts are planned at both Jacob’s and
The Serpent Bar following the parade.
    The Cincinnati Men’s Chorus will present its pride concerts on June 14 and 15th. These shows are sure to bring a tear to your
eye and a lump in your throat as they honor PFLAG and present inspirational music about justice and equality.
     For the ladies, it will be a hot night up in Mt. Adams on Saturday June 28th. ChicOut will be wrapping up Pride Month with
their huge “Grand Finale” Party at Playhouse in the Park that night.
       Across the river there’s lots of pride as well. The first annual Miss Woolly’s pageant will be on May 31st with your hostess
Carlene LaPera. If you’re interested in being a contestant, contact Viagra Falls at the bar. Woolly’s will also be hosting a big
“Foam Party” on Friday June 20th with hot swimsuit and hula hoop competitions.
     Oh and before I go, just wanted to say a big congratulations to Nigel Cotterill who won the Mr. Queen City Leather Contest
and to Berta Lyttle who is the new Miss Magical Makeover.
    Happy Pride to one and all.


