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Thousands Expected for Pride Parade and Festival
   June is Pride Month and thousands of GLBT and supportive people will be gather-ing across the region to celebrate diversity
and show our Pride at parties, concerts, programs and all kinds of happenings. One of the largest and most fabulous of all these
events is sure to be this year’s Cincinnati Pride Parade and Music Festival.
    The Cincinnati Pride Committee will host these two huge events over the weekend of June 12th and 13th, with the Music
Festival running from 2pm to 11pm on Saturday night and from noon to 7pm on Sunday at Hoffner Park in Northside. The lineup
of entertain-ment planned for the 2004 Pride Festival is  excellent, offering an incredible variety of musical styles and some of
the area’s top talents.  Following a rally at noon on Sunday, the Pride Parade will step off from Burnet Woods at 1pm. Organizers
expect it to be the largest parade in the Queen City’s history.
    The 2004 Pride Weekend in Cincinnati kicks off on Saturday afternoon, June 12th, at 4pm at Hoffner Park (Hamilton Avenue
at Blue Rock) with the Pride Music Festival. The first night of the Festival will be bigger and better than ever before with all of
the booths, food, entertainment and activities in full swing. The music will get rolling with a special performance at 4pm by the
Cincinnati Men’s Chorus. Under the direction of Patrick Coyle, the CMC will present several numbers from their upcoming
Pride concerts which are a tribute to Rosemary Clooney.
    The entertainment continues at 4:30pm with Emily Strand. Strand, whose popular band recently won  97X’s “Tri State’s Best
Unsigned Band” award, will be performing solo for her first Cincinnati Pride appearance. At 5:30pm, don’t miss Frozen Feet.
The talented duo of Kristi Dykes and ChelleySeibert from Dayton are also making their Cincinnati Pride debut and promise to
enter-tain you with an eclectic blend of fresh original songs mixed with off beat covers.
     Contemporary reggae act Lucky and the Session takes to the stage at 6:30pm. Com-prised of several former members of the
now defunct Cincinnati bank The Zionites, The Session offers hard driving rhythms and piercing vocal harmonies with a
hypnotizing stage show.
     As a grand finale to Saturday night’s festivities, Cincinnati Pride present local favorite Katie Reider at 7:30pm. A truly
amazing singer and songwriter, Reider has won national acclaim from her spots on ABC Television, the WB’s “Dawson’s Creek,”
and  “Strong Medicine” on the Lifetime Network.  Katie, a Cincinnati native, is currently based out of Columbus and has
recently performed in Chicago and New York City.  Hang around after Katie’s performance for some great club music and
dancing to wind up the evening at Hoffner Park.
    On Sunday, June 13th, festivities begin with the Pride Rally at the gazebo in Clifton’s Burnet Woods park. The Rally, which
will be interpreted for the Deaf by Chris Owens, begins at noon. It will feature emcees Michael Chanak and Doreen Cudnik.
Cudnik is the former managing editor of Cleveland’s Gay People’s Chronicle and served as both a staff and board member of
Stonewall Cincinnati for several years. She is currently involved  working with parties involved in Cincinnati’s historic
“Collaborative Agreement” to im-plement initiatives aimed at improving police and community relations.
    Co-emcee Michael Chanak is well known to many in the community for his  years as a  host of Cincinnati’s Alternating
Currents radio show and the Gay Cable Network TV program.  Having recently retired from Proctor & Gamble, his activism
there was credited by many for persuading the company to add sexual orientation to its EEO statement in 1992.
    The Pride Rally will also feature Pride Committee chair Ken Colegrove who will read the Mayor’s Proclamation and a special
tribute to Miss Peaches Laverne. Other Rally speakers will include: Bruce Beisner, editor of Greater Cincinnati GLBT News;
Harold Keutzer, presi-dent of the Gay & Lesbian Community Center  of Cincinnati; Dr. John Kelly, a long-time GLBT advocate
and currently a student of the Lay Ministry Academy of the West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church; Dianna
Brewer, co-founder of the Unity House  World Peace Ctr. in Northside; and Patti Herrmann, a legend in Cincinnati’s queer
community for her  years of work with groups like AIDS Volunteers of Cin-cinnati, the Gay/ Lesbian Coalition, Women’s
Volleyball and Stonewall Cincinnati.
    Immediately following the Rally, the Pride Parade steps off at 1pm from Burnet Woods. The Parade route will go north on
Ludlow Avenue, across the viaduct into Northside, continuing north on Hamilton Avenue. Please note that this year, the Parade
will continue past the Pride Festival at Hoffner Park, turning left onto Blue Rock Road and turning right onto Cherry Street,
before ending at Chase Elementary School.  GLSEN (Gay Lesbian and Straight Education Network) co-chair Kathy Laufman
will be the 2004 Pride Parade Grand Marshall. Kathy is an incredible straight ally and her tireless work on behalf of GLBT youth
makes her the perfect choice to lead the Parade this year.
    As the Parade gets  into Northside, the Pride Festival will get going again at Hoffner Park as  the one and only Freekbass starts
things off around 2:30pm. A fre-quent collaborator with funk legend Bootsy Collins, Freek-bass will get the  party into a great
groove with tracks from the new CD “The Air is Fresher Underground.”
   Other performers scheduled to appear at the Pride Festival on Sunday afternoon include Miss Vicki D’Salle, Antara, and Jake
Speed and the Freddies. Miss Vicki is back for her fifth appearance at Pride and will be playing the piano and singing double
entendre blues, boogie and ballads. She hits the stage at 3:30pm. Cincinnati native and indie/new folk goddess Antara will appear
at 4:30pm and the entertainment will  keep going with Jake Speed and the Freddies at 5:30pm. Jake and his band’s original
American folk, bluegrass, country blues and ragtime music have won them numerous local awards and they are always a hit with
the GLBT audiences.
    As in years past, the Pride Festival will also feature over 50 booths with plenty to eat and drink, plus great pride merchandise,
games, and information about local GLBT groups. Food at this year’s Festival will include pizza and sandwiches from Domino's
and well as special treats from Absolutely 4 Food Catering. For the first time, pride patrons will be able to enjoy Graeter’s Ice
Cream, as the company has signed on to be an official Pride sponsor.
    The Pride Committee encourages everyone to come out and enjoy this great weekend of events for our community. Please
remember to wear comfortable shoes and bring lots of water and sunscreen, chances are it will be another hot day just like in past
years. Participation for individuals in the Pride Parade is completely free and no registration is needed. Groups ae asked to
register in advance and pay a $50 fee.  If you are planning to have a vehicle or float in the parade, it must be properly registered
and all float fees paid before you can participate. Motorcycles do not need to pay the fee, but must be registered to participate.
Vehicle fees are necessary to offset a portion of the costs associated with the parade. To register your vehicle, visit
www.cincypride.com where forms can be downloaded easily.
    The Pride Committee would like to thank the official sponsors for this year’s events: The Health Alliance of Greater
Cincinnati, Graeter's Ice Cream, Proctor &  Gamble, Alternating Currents, The Word, Know Theatre Tribe, Out in Cincinnati,
Dr. Leslie Evelo & Dr. Priscilla Wood, Dr. Kathleen Mack, Clifton Woods Apartments, One Mo' Cup Café, and Next Day Signs.



2004 Pride Calendar
“Chicks with D*cks” Pride Drag Show
9pm at Jacob’s, www.jacobsbar.com

SAT JUNE 12th
Cincinnati Youth Group Pride
Pancake Breakfast from 9am to noon
at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church,
513-591-0200

Cincinnati River Bears Pride Potluck
Picnic, noon to 4pm, www.riverbears.org

2004 Cincinnati Pride Music Festival
3pm to 11pm at Hoffner Park in
Northside, presented by Cincinnati
Pride Committee, 513-681-4627,
www.cincypride.com

Pride Dance Party featuring hot spots
by Quasi and her Pride Boys at The Dock
www.thedockcomplex.com

Indianapolis Pride Parade & Festival
parade steps off at 10am from Mass.
Avenue (between Carrollton and College)
festival at University Park,
www.indyprideinc.com

SUN JUNE 13th
“Going Door-to-Door for Democracy”
Service, 10:30am at St. John’s Unitarian
Universalist Church, www.stjohnsuu.org

PFLAG founder Marian Weage speaks
at St. John United Church of Christ
in Bellevue, KY, 9:30am, 859-261-2066
www.stjohnchurch.net

New Spirit Metropolitan Community
Church (MCC) Pride Day Worship,
10:30am and 7pm, 4033 Hamilton
Avenue, 513-661-6464

Pride Brunch, to benefit AIDS
Volunteers of Cincinnati, noon to 2pm
at Hoffner Park, 513-421-2437,
www.avoc.org

2004 Cincinnati Pride Rally
noon at the Gazebo in Burnet Woods
presented by Cincinnati Pride

2004 Cincinnati Pride Parade
steps off at 1pm from Burnet Woods
ends at Chase Elementary School
presented by Cincinnati Pride Committee
513-681-4627, www.cincypride.com

2004 Cincinnati Pride Music Festival
noon to 7pm at Hoffner Park in Northside
presented by Cincinnati Pride Committee
513-681-4627, www.cincypride.com

Carol’s on Main “Pride Preview”
Party, 513-651-2667,
www.carolsonmain.net

“Hollywood Nights” Pride Drag Show
10pm at the Golden Lions, 513-281-4179

2004 “Miss Beautiful” Pride Pageant
at the Dock, www.thedockcomplex.com

FRI JUNE 18th
TriState Primetimers and Cincinnati
Men’s Chorus Pride Reception,
5:30pm to 8pm pm at Hamburger Mary’s,
www.hamburgermaryscincy.com

Cincinnati Men’s Chorus Pride
Concert:“Everything’s Coming Up
Rosie!” 8:02pm at the Jason-Kaplin
Theatre of the Aronoff Center for the
Arts, 513-542-2626
www.cincinnatimenschorus.org

Carol’s on Main Grand ReOpening
Party  513-651-2667,
www.carolsonmain.net

Kentuckiana Pride Parade, step off at
8pm from parking lot of Tryangles Bar in
Louisville, kentuckianapridefestival.com

 SAT JUNE 19th
Cincinnati Men’s Chorus Pride
Concert: “Everything’s Coming Up
Rosie!”  8:02pm at the Jason-Kaplin
Theater of the Aronoff Center for the
Arts, 513-542-2626

Dayton Pride Dinner and Expo
featuring comedian Karen Williams
5pm at Schuster Performing Arts Center
www.gaydayton.org

TUE JUNE 22nd
Pride Comedy Nights at the Funny Bone
Comedy Club at Newport on the Levee
benefits for AIDS Volunteers of Cincinnati
on June 22nd and 23rd, 859-957-2000
www.funnyboneonthelevee.com

FRI JUNE 25th
MUSE Cincinnati’s Women’s Choir
New Spirituals Concert featuring Linda
Tillery, 8pm at the Allen Temple AME
Church, 513-221-1118,
www.musechoir.org

SAT JUNE 26th
Columbus “Pride Holiday” Parade and
Festival, step off at 1pm from Goodale
Park, festival follows at Bicentennial Park
www.stonewallcolumbus.org

MUSE Cincinnati’s Women’s Choir
New Spirituals Concert featuring Linda
Tillery, 8pm at the Allen Temple AME
Church, 513-221-1118,
www.musechoir.org

THUR JUNE 3rd
GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network) Pride Sign
Making Party, 7pm at The Union
Institute  513-221-1670,
www.glsencincinnati.org

FRI JUNE 4th
Pride Kick-Off Party at Hamburger
Mary’s, www.hamburgermaryscincy.com

SAT JUNE 5th
Dayton Pride Parade and Festival,
parade steps off at 3pm from Cooper
Park , festival begins at 3pm at
Courthouse Square, www.gaydayton.org

“Pit Stop” Pre-Drag Races Dance
Party  with DJ Chris Mercier at
Hamburger Mary’s,
www.hamburgermaryscincy.com

SUN JUNE 6th
2004 Cincinnati Drag Races,
2pm along Court Street between Plum
and Race, to register a team call Gene
at 513-241-5678

“Finish Line” Drag Races After Party
at The Dock, www.thedockcomplex.com

MON JUNE 7th
Campaign to Repeal Article XII Town
Hall Meeting, 7pm at Mt. Auburn
Presbyterian Church, 513-591-FAIR
www.citizenstorestorefairness.org

Cincinnati Men’s Chorus Pride Cruise
from 7pm to 9pm on B&B Riverboats
513-542-2626, cincinnatimenschorus.org

TUE JUNE 8th
PFLAG of Cincinnati Annual
Scholarships Awards Night, 7:30pm
at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church,
513-721-7900, www.pflagcinci.org

WED JUNE 9th
2004 Pride Interfaith Worship Service
presented by the Greater Cincinnati
GLBTS Interfaith Network, 7pm at
Hebrew Union College,
513-513-961-2998

Melissa Etheridge in Concert, 8pm
Cincinnati’s Riverbend Music Center
513-562-4949, www.ticketmaster.com

THUR JUNE 10th
Know Theatre Tribe presents
“Another American: Asking and
Telling”  (shows are June 10th, 11th,
12th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 24th, 25th and
26th)  8pm at Gabriel’s Corner in Over
the Rhine, 513-300-KNOW,
www.knowtheatre.com

FRI JUNE 11th
“The World’s Gayest Office Party”
presented by the Queen City Careers
Assoc., 5:30pm to 8pm at Hamburger’s
Mary’s 513-723-5073,
www.qccainc.com



2004 Pride Events
Court Street Drag Races on June 6th
     Pride Month in the Queen City will kick off again this year with the ever popular Cincinnati Drag Races. On Sunday
afternoon June 6th join hundreds of spectators down-town as they line Court Street between Plum and Race Streets to cheer on
teams of wig and high heel wearing contestants.
    The 16th annual Drag Races will get under-way at 2pm. Teams from many local bars, organizations and businesses will race
from The Pipeline down two blocks to Shooters and back again, all while wearing the most out-rageous costumes imaginable.
Multiple heats will lead up to the big championship race. Awards for the first, second and third place teams will be presented
right after the con-clusion of the races with the winners getting possession of the coveted “Gold Pump Trophy” for the coming
year!
   The 2004 Races will be a streamlined event, without all the booths and festival activities of recent years. Organizer Gene Stow
says that this year’s races will be more like they used to be when the bars held the competition as a annual event. But there will
be plenty of food, drinks, and fun nearby at Hamburger Mary’s, Spurs, Pipeline and Shooters before and after the action on Court
Street.  Following the races, The Dock will present a big after party with a “Finish Line” drag show starring Quasi, Monica St.
James, Taylor Mayde and Hurricane Summers.
   All proceeds from the Drag Races will go to benefit the Cincinnati Pride Committee.   For more information or to register your
team, contact Gene at The Pipeline at 513-241-5678 (he’s there on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays from 4pm to 9pm).

GLSEN Hosts Sign Making Party
   Cincinnati’s chapter of GLSEN (The Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network) will be having a special Pride program on
Thursday night June 3rd. In place of the group’s usual educational presentation, GLSEN invites its members and everyone in the
community to come out for a fun night of preparations for the Pride Parade on June 13th.
    GLSEN co-chair Doug Meredith says that the group will have plenty of supplies available for people to make posters, signs and
banners to carry in the parade. You’ll have a chance to roll up your sleeves, grab a paintbrush and some markers and join the fun.
He encourages people to bring their best ideas for catchy slogans and sayings.
    GLSEN is a national organization which advocates for GLBT and supportive youth and works to make our K-12 schools safe
places for students of all sexual orientations. Join them on Thursday June 3rd at 7pm at the Union Institute and University.  For
directions, please visit www.glsencincinnati.org.

Melissa Etheridge at Riverbend
    The one and only Melissa Etheridge is coming to the Cincinnati area to perform, and just in time for Pride season!
   One of the most acclaimed female rock singers of the past decade and an out and out-spoken lesbian activist, Etheridge will bring
her “2004 The Summer to Get Lucky Tour” to Cincinnati’s Riverbend Music Center for one show only on Wednesday night June
9th. The concert is sure to feature songs from her new CD “Lucky,” including the smash hit “Breathe,” as well as many of your
favorite all-time Etheridge anthems from “The Only One” to “Come to My Window” and many more.
   The show, which begins at 8pm,  will be a more intimate affair than many Riverbend concerts, with seats available in the Pavilion
only. Tickets went on sale on May 14th and can be purchased at all Ticketmaster outlets, charged by phone at 513-562-4949, or
ordered online at www.ticketmaster.com.

Know Theatre  Explores Gays in the Military
    As a part of this month’s Pride events here in Cincinnati, the Know Theatre Tribe will present its fifth production of the 2004
season.  “Another American: Asking and Telling” is a dramatic comedy by Marc Wolf and will run from June 10th to 26th with
shows on Thursday,  Fri-day and Saturday nights.
  This provoca-tive play, which will be directed by  Jason Bruffy, documents the U.S. military's infamous "don't ask, don't tell"
policy and how it has effected the many gay and lesbian people serving in the ranks. The play is based on extensive interviews that
the playwright conducted with a diverse group of straight, gay, and lesbian military personnel (from World War II veterans to
anonymous soldiers serving today). He also spoke with civil rights lawyers, federal judges, professors, and politicians about this
divisive and troubling policy which resulted from an attempt by President Bill Clinton in 1992 to allow gays to serve openly.
     In the style of  “The Laramie Project” and “The Vagina Monologues,” these interviews were transcribed, edited, and used as
verbatim monologues to construct this theatrical piece. The result promises to be a thought provoking exploration of sexual politics,
the American military, sanctioned discrimination, and its human fallout.
   Know Theatre’s performances of  “Another American: Asking and Telling” will be on June 10th, 11th, 12th, 17th, 18th, 19th,
24th, 25th and 26th at 8pm at Gabriel’s Corner in Over the Rhine. The opening night show on June 10th will be a fundraiser for
Cincinnati Pride. To purchase advance tickets or for more information, please call 513-300-KNOW or visit www.knowtheatre.com.

PFLAG Scholarship Awards Night
    Each year, the Greater Cincinnati chapter of PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) awards special
scholarships to deserving GLBT and supportive students. This program is one of PFLAG’s most important outreach projects and
is an effort to encourage and reward those who strive to foster understanding and acceptance in the greater community.
     Funding for the Scholarship program comes from the group’s annual banquet. This year’s event, held on March 2nd, was a
huge success with over $10,000 raised. Key donors to this year’s scholarships include the Queen City Careers Association,
Stephen Peterson,  the Cincinnati River Bears, William Stenger; and Link Tague (in memory of Richard Pearson). A fundraiser in
March hosted by The Court and contributions made by patrons at many area bars also helped reach this year’s scholarship goal.
   A special PFLAG committee has been pouring over the applications that were submitted. Everyone is invited to join PFLAG on
Tuesday June 8th as they proudly announce the winners and celebrate the work and dedication these individuals have shown to
the cause of education, advocacy and outreach in our community. The event will held at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church and
begins at 7:30pm. For more information, please call PFLAG at 513-721-7900 or visit the group’s website at www.pflagcinci.org.



GLBT  Youth Serve Pancake Breakfast
Supporting GLBT young people is a prime mission of  the Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Cincinnati. The Center’s
Cincinnati Youth Group (CYG) offers weekly discussion and education for GLBT and supportive teens. You can help them keep
this important outreach going by attending a special Pride event on June 12th.
    On Saturday morning, join members of CYG for their annual Pride Pancake Breakfast from 9am to noon. There will be all you
can eat pancakes, bacon and sausage, juice, coffee, fresh fruit, and plenty of non meat alternatives. The breakfast will held be at
Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church and admission is $7 on a sliding scale. All proceeds from the breakfast will go to support CYG.
For more information, call The Center at 513-591-0200.

CMC Pride Week  Riverboat Cruise
   Plan now to join your friends from the Cincinnati Men’s Chorus (CMC) for a leisurely Pride Cruise down the Ohio River on
Monday night June 7th aboard B&B Riverboats.
   The chorus has charted the Mark Twain Paddlewheeler for an early evening voyage from 7pm to 9pm leaving from Covington
Landing. There will be plenty of light munchies as well as a cash bar.  Tickets for the CMC Pride Cruise are now on sale. The
boat’s capacity is limited to 100 people, so be sure to make your reservations early! Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased
by calling 513-542-2626.

Interfaith Service Celebrates Diversity
    The Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender and Straight Interfaith Network of Greater Cincinnati will present its annual Pride
Interfaith Spiritual Service on Wednesday June 9th.  This special worship gathering will bring together a diverse group of local
religious leaders, representing a variety of faiths. There will be readings, songs, prayers and meditations from numerous religious
traditions included, all with the intent of celebrating justice and affirmation for GLBT people.
   This year’s service will include participants from Clifton United Methodist Church, St.John’s Unitarian Universalist Church, New
Thought Unity Center, Truth and Destiny Covenant Ministries, Hebrew Union College, St. John United Church of Christ in
Bellevue, KY and many other GLBT-supportive religious communities in the area.
   The 2004 Pride Interfaith Service will begin at 7pm and will be held in the Herrman Learning Center at Hebrew Union College in
Clifton. Everyone is invited to attend. For additional information, please contact the Rev. Jerry Hill at 513-961-2998.

“World’s Gayest Office Party”
    The Queen City Careers Association (QCCA) invites you to join them as they kick off the big Pride Weekend on Friday June
11th. QCCA will present it’s annual “The World’s Gayest Office Party” from 5:30pm to 8pm at Hamburger Mary’s.
 Join members of the Greater Cincinnati area’s GLBT Chamber of Com-merce for this festive  event. There will be great food
and special happy hour prices on cocktails.
    So grab your friends and head down for a relaxing end to the work week and a great opportunity to get your batteries charged
up for all the Pride events to come. For more details on the “World’s Gayest Office Party,” please call 513-723-5073 or visit
www.qccainc.com.

Town Hall Meeting to Discuss Repeal of Article XII
This year there are many issues that face  the GLBT community, from marriage rights to safe schools. But the most important of
all these concerns here in Cincinnati, without a doubt, is the campaign to repeal Article XII. For over a year, volunteers with CRF
(Citizens to Restore Fairness) have been out going door to door in city neighborhoods talking with voters about how this law
unfairly  singles out gay people and prevents them from seeking protections against discrimination. So far, CRF has identified
over 12,000 voters who will support the repeal when it appears on the ballot this November. But there is  still much work to be
done!
   On Monday June 7th, CRF will be hosting an all GLBT Community Town Hall Meeting. This important gathering will give
everyone chance to discuss the issues and get a better understanding of the actions that will be needed make the campaign a
success.
   Ted Jackson, GLBT outreach coordinator for CRF, says, “The only way to insure victory is by talking to voters face to face on
their doorsteps about voting yes to repeal Article XII. Having these conversations with voters will dispel the stereotypes about
gay people and allow us to know who to drive to the polls  on Election Day. CRF will be spending the summer working to
identify the 60,000 supportive voters necessary to repeal Article XII and your help is needed NOW!”
     The Town Hall Meeting will be held at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church and will begin at 7pm. Everyone is encouraged to
attend. For more information, please call 513-591-3247 or visit www.citizenstorestorefairness.org

Pride Brunch for AVOC on June 13
    Being proud makes one a bit hungry, especially on a Sunday after partying hard the night before. As a part of this year’s Pride
Day festivities on Sunday June 13th, there will be a special Pride Brunch served under the tent at Hoffner Park from noon to 2pm.
    This sit down brunch will be a benefit for AIDS Volunteers of Cincinnati. Some proceeds will also go to support the Cincinnati
Pride Committee. The master chefs at  Absolutely 4 Food have prepared an excellent menu of made to order omelettes, Belgian
waffles, sausage and bacon, nudle kugel, bagels, breads, and pastries, smoked salmon and fresh fruit. All this will be served with
Champagne, Bloody Marys, Mimosas, freshly ground coffees, juices and espresso.
    Join your friends at the park right before the parade arrives for a delicious meal. Tickets for the brunch are $25 in advance and
$30 at the door. Seating will be limited, so be sure to get your tickets early. They can be purchased by
calling AVOC at 513-421-2437 ext. 304.

Cinti Men’s Chorus  Pays Tribute to Rosemary Clooney
    The Cincinnati Men’s Chorus (CMC) will wrap up their 13th record-breaking season in June with two special Pride concerts
on Friday and Saturday June 18th and 19th at 8:07pm at the Jarson-Kaplin Theatre of the Aronoff Center for the Arts. The
concerts, titled “Everything's Coming Up Rosie!,” will be a tribute to local star Rosemary Clooney and promise to be especially
meaningful in stirring up pleasant memories for all fans of this singing legend.
  Joining CMC for these shows will be two vocalists widely known and loved by Cincinnati area fans. Broadway star and Tony
Award Winner Pam Myers will sing with the chorus on six of Rosie’s favorites. Kathy Wade, winner of the prestigious Post-
Corbett Award and president of Learning Through Art, will also appear.



   Selections in the program include “Mambo Italiano,” “This Ole House,”  “Sisters,” “In the Cool, Cool, Cool of the Evening,”
“Tenderly,” and dozens more of Rosie’s all time hits.  As a special treat, popular newspaper and television personality Nick
Clooney, who is also Rosie’s brother, is scheduled to make a special guest appearance during the Friday night performance.
    CMC director Patrick Coyle says, "Over a year ago, we began developing the concept of a Rosemary Clooney tribute concert.
We were searching for a concept that would be a celebration, entertaining, and fun for the gay Pride season.  Knowing that Ms.
Clooney was gay supportive, we enlisted two of our region's most talented performers, Kathy Wade and Pamela Myers, to help us
pay homage to her.”
    Tickets for the Men’s Chorus concerts are $25, $21, and $17 and can be purchased from the website at
www.cincinnatimenschorus.org or by calling 513-542-2626. Tickets are also available at all Ticketmaster outlets.

Pride Comedy at the Funny Bone
     Are you ready for some humor? On Tuesday and Wednesday June 22nd and 23rd, the new Funny Bone Comedy Club at
Newport on the Levee will be hosting a “Pride Comedy Night”that sure to make you laugh out loud.
   The one and only Mistress of Mayhem, Hurricane Summers, will be returning to the Greater Cincinnati area to host this showcase
of out and proud comedians. The show will include the talents of regional GLBT favorites Keith McGill, Bernie Lubbers, and Will
Hardesty. R&B sensation Robbie Bartlett will be the special musical guest. A portion of the proceeds from ticket sales for the Pride
Comedy Night will go to benefit AIDS Volunteers of Cincinnati.
     The new Funny Bone Comedy Club is located across the river from downtown Cincinnati in the Newport on the Levee
entertainment and shopping complex. To reserve your tickets, call 859-957-2000. For more information on the shows, please visit
www.funnyboneonthelevee.com.

MUSE to Present Spirituals Concert
  During the final weekend of Pride month, MUSE, Cincinnati’s Women’s Choir, will pre-sent its 10th annual “New Spirituals
Con-certs.” The choir will perform on Friday and Saturday June 25th and 26th at Allen Temple AME Church, located 7030
Reading Road in Jordon’s Crossing.
   Joining the women of MUSE for this very special program will be Linda Tillery and  the Cultural Heritage Choir. Among the
selections planned is the world  premiere of the  “Liberty or Death Suite” by Bernice Johnson Reagon. The concert will also
include the presentation of the group’s second annual “Enduring Spirit Awards.”
  Now in its 21st year,  MUSE is dedicated to musical excellence and social change. Under the direction of Dr. Catherine Roma, the
choir seeks out music composed by women and songs that honor the enduring spirit of all people.
     Tickets for these final concerts of MUSE’s 2003-2004 season are $8 to $15 on a sliding scale. They now available at Crazy
Ladies Bookstore and can also be purchased online at www.musechoir.org.

Can’t get enough Pride in June?
  If you find you just can’t get your fill of that prideful spirit with all the parades and parties this month, then be sure to mark
your calendar for Friday October 1st. That will  be the date for this year’s “Pride Night” at Paramount’s Kings Island. This
annual com-munity happening brings in thousands of GLBT folks from across the Midwest for a great night of rides,
entertainment and fun at one of America’s premiere theme parks. Vol-unteers from the Gay and Lesbian Commun-ity Center of
Cincinnati have been hard at work since January planning the 2004 Pride Night.
   The Center’s Troy Henson tells GLBT News that this year’s celebration at Kings Island promises to be bigger and better than
ever. The Center plans to increase their advertising for the event into many more mainstream publications and anticipates a larger
crowd as a result. To make Pride Night more family friendly, for the first time the group will offer a children’s ticket price and
many of the kid’s rides will be open throughout the evening.
     Featured entertainment in the park this year will include some great amateur talent from around the region. The Center is
sponsoring “Island Idol” contests this summer in Cin-cinnati, Dayton, Columbus, and Indianapolis to select twelve finalists who
will have a chance to perform on Pride Night.  The grand winner of will receive a prize package from Kings Island and The
Center worth over $1,000.
    Tickets for Pride Night at Paramount’s Kings Island are now on sale. As a special deal this year, if you buy a Center member-
ship, you can purchase one adult ticket and get a second adult or child’s ticket for free. For more information on Pride Night
2004 or to purchase your tickets in advance, please visit www.pkipridenight.com or contact The Center at 513-591-0200.

A Pride Road Trip!
Your Guide to GLBT Celebrations Around the Region This Month

Dayton Celebrates Hometown Heroes
    The Queen City’s neighbor to the north will host several Pride events this year that highlight the many achievements of
GLBT people in our region. Dayton’s Pride Partnership has selected “Hometown Heroes” as its theme for this year’s parade,
festival and dinner.
      On Saturday June 5th, Dayton’s 2004 Pride Parade steps off at 3pm from Cooper Park. Hopefully the weather will be warmer
than last year when members of our Queen City Rain-bow Band shivered through unseasonable cool temps. Following the
parade, Dayton’s Pride Fest takes place at Courthouse Square with fun activities, vendor booths and live entertainment
running into the early evening hours.
    The annual Dayton Pride Dinner is set for Saturday June 19th. As in past years the event will feature an expo of local GLBT-
supportive businesses and organizations from across the Miami Valley followed by a buffet dinner with cash bar. The centerpiece
of the evening will be a big show hosted by Rob Austin featuring performances by the Dayton Gay Men's Chorus and Youth
Quest. Their special guest will be lesbian comedian Karen Williams from the Ha Ha Institute of Healing Arts in Cleveland. (You
may recall that Ms. Williams was the keynote speaker at this year’s Cincinnati PFLAG Scholarship Banquet back in March. She
was hysterical that night and hearing her again will be a treat). The dinner will take place at the  Schuster Performing Arts
Center at Main and  2nd Street and begins at 5pm. For more on Dayton Pride events, visit www.gaydayton.org.



Louisville to Have 1st Parade Ever!
    GLBT residents of the Louisville area will have the opportunity this year to participate in the city’s first Pride Parade ever!
After years of successful Pride Festivals, the Kentuckiana Pride Committee will host the city’s first GLBT  parade in its history.
The parade will be held on  Friday evening June 18th with the line-up in the parking lot of Tryangles Bar and the step
off scheduled for 8pm. Following the parade there will be a Friday Night Fest featuring live music, food and beer under the stars
at The Belvedere.
    The following day will see the Kentuckiana Pride Festival from noon to midnight at The Belvedere. There will be live
entertainment, sports activities, food, drinks, and fun for everyone. The theme of this year’s events in Louisville is “We Are
Family.”For additional information, please visit www.kentuckianapridefestival.com.

LOTS of Pride in Columbus June 26
   If you want to be with a HUGE crowd for Pride this year, you don’t have to travel all the way to New York or Chicago. Just a
few hours north of Cincinnati the annual Columbus “Pride Holiday” Celebration attracts massive numbers of GLBT folks from
all over Ohio and surround-ing states. Last year’s parade and festival set a record with over 55,000 people attending, according to
event sponsor Stonewall Colum-bus. The 2004 Parade and Festival is scheduled for Saturday June 26th, with step off at 1pm
from Goodale Park. The mammoth procession will come right down High Street past the State Capitol and a huge festival will
follow at Columbus’ Bicentennial Park with top name entertainers, food, games and more. Headlining the Pride Festival for
2004 will be disco giant Evelyn “Champagne” King.
    On Sunday the 27th, be sure to stick around for the annual Bat n Rouge drag softball game. It is a hoot and begins at 3pm at
Africentric School Field (corner of Grant and Livingston). Visit www.stonewall-columbus.org for all the details on Pride events
in Columbus.

Trio of Dance Divas to Headline Indy Pride Festival
   Take a short drive up I-74 and you can be a part of this year’s big Indy Pride Celebration on June 11th-13th (the same weekend
as our events here in Cincinnati). The theme for this year’s parade and festival in Indianapolis will be “Together We Are Strong”
and the schedule includes something for just about everyone.
    Indy’s celebration kicks off on Friday night June 11th with a picnic beginning at 5pm for teens and young adults (under age
21) sponsored by the Indianapolis Youth Group.
   Early on Saturday morning the parade gets underway. All those gay boys and girls will be lining up around 9am along
Massachusetts Avenue (between Carrollton Street and College Blvd). The official parade step off will be at 10am sharp with
floats and marchers winding through downtown until reaching University Park (at Pennsylvania and Vermont Ave) where the
Pride Festival will run from 11am to 7pm.
     The festival will feature vendor booths, food and live entertainment. Headliners for this year’s Indy Pride Fest include a trio of
legend-ary dance divas. Look for  Miss CeCe Peniston, Abigail and Crystal Waters to take the stage along with The Mistress of
Meyhem, Miss Hurricane Summers, who will act as emcee for the day’s events.
    The Pride Weekend concludes in Indy on Sunday June 13th with a “Family Picnic” at Garfield Park from noon to 2pm and a
huge Back Alley Tea Dance with DJ Wayne Shepard from 3pm to 9pm at the Metro Nightclub. For more information on 2004
Pride events with our neighbors over in Indiana, please visit www.indyprideinc.com.

Community News
Reconstruction at Carol’s on Main Nearing Completion
After being closed for almost five months, Carol’s on Main will at last reopen in June. During the spring, the owners of this
popular GLBT restaurant and bar have been working non-stop to repair the extensive damage caused by a frozen sprinkler pipe
which burst and flooded part of the  establishment in February.
    Marcus Adiutori, owner of Carol’s, says, “It was always our intention to reopen as quickly as we could.” He reports that the
process took longer than expected because ceilings and electric wiring had to be replaced, walls re-painted, and all the floors
refinished due to the damage.
   Carol’s will officially re-open on June 15th. They will  host a special “Pride Preview” party on Sunday June 13th after the
parade with compli-mentary food to give the community a sneak preview of the establishment’s makeover.
    Marcus said, “One new fea-ture at Carol’s is the addition of the video bar to the main floor with a large projection screen and
monitors. Carol’s is aiming to become the prime video bar destination in Cin-cinnati. We realized it was important that we stick
to our roots and maintain the eclectic bistro feel that we always had but also realized that we want-ed to do something for the late
night bar crowd. In this way Carols could still offer a relax-ed dinner to the early crowd and an energetic and fun din- ing
experience to the late night crowd.”
    Look for Carol’s to feature theme nights in the video bar including show tunes, classic videos and comedy nights in
addition to great music. The second floor of Carol’s has also been newly renovated and will be available for private
parties and special events.
   Marcus says, “I know that people will be very pleased with the renovations. The gay community is the backbone of our
business and we appre-ciate their loyalty and know that we would be nowhere without their faithful support.” The official grand
reopening party is scheduled for Friday night June 18th. For details,  visit www.carolsonmain.net

Stonewall Cincinnati Postpones Annual Dinner
      With less than a month to go before the long anticipated return of its annual dinner, the leadership of Stonewall Cincinnati
announced in mid May that it would be postponing the event until sometime  in September or October.
   Planning had been underway since February for the dinner, which was scheduled for Saturday June 5th. According to
Stonewall co-chair John Schlagetter, the organization had run up against several key scheduling difficulties and was forced to
make the difficult decision of moving the  dinner to a later date.
   The Stonewall leadership had been planning a lavish gala at Cincinnati Union Terminal to celebrate the event’s return after a
three year absence. As of press time no newdate for their dinner had been announced. For details, call Stonewall at
513-651-2500.



GLBT Coalition Planning Second Retreat
Leaders from many of the Greater Cincinnati area’s GLBT and supportive organi-zations and  businesses will be gathering next
month for the 2nd GLBT Coalition Retreat. This day-long event will take place on July 24th and will be a chance for local
groups to discuss various issues that effect our community includ-ing business and commerce, spirituality, support services
and social opportunities.
   The Coalition hosted its 1st retreat in January 2003 with over 70 community leaders and representatives attending.
At that gathering, a wide range of topics were discussed and an action plan was formulated to solve some needs that were not
being met. As a part of this plan, GLBT News and the Gay and Lesbian Community Center began publishing “The Weekly” to
help increase communication among our many local groups and businesses.
  Community Center president Harold Keutzer says that the main focus of this second re-treat in July will be to measure progress
over the past year and to again work cooperatively to build a plan for the coming year and beyond.
   The retreat will be from 9am to 5pm at Clifton United Methodist Church and everyone is welcome to attend. For more
information, please call 513-591-0200 or visit www.glbtcoalition.com.

Local Anti-Gay Activist Leads Fight for Marriage Amendment in Ohio
Cincinnati attorney and anti-gay activist David Langdon is leading efforts by a group seeking to amend the Ohio State
Constitution to ban same sex marriages. His organiza-tion, known as Ohio Campaign to Protect Marriage, filed a petition with
218 signatures and a summary of their pro- posed amendment with Ohio Attorney General Jim Petro on April 20th in Columbus.
  This amendment would not only deny marriage rights to same-sex couples in Ohio, but also ban all unmarried partner
arrangements and civil unions.
    In order to get this anti-gay amendment on the ballot in November, Langdon’s group will need to collect 322,899 valid
signatures in 44 counties across the state by August 4th.
  Meanwhile, GLBT supporters have already begun working to defeat the measure. Ohioans for Growth & Equality has joined
with the Human Rights Campaign and the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force to organize opposition to the amendment. The
group plans to officially hire a campaign manager in mid June. A similar anti-gay marriage amendment has already won approval
to appear on the ballot this fall in Kentucky.

All-Male Cast to Star in ETC & Cincinnati Opera’s “The Maids”
The Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati (ETC) and the Cin-cinnati Opera will be teaming up to present two professional readings
 of Jean Genet’s “The Maids” on June 23rd and 26th.
    This startling drama is the story of two sisters, Claire and Solange, who serve as cham-bermaids. Driven by extreme hatred
for their Madame, the two sisters act out a dangerous game to kill her.  In an intriguing twist, the ETC production will feature
all male actors performing the three lead female roles, a casting choice inspired by the original intentions of the play’s author,
according to D.  Lynn Meyers, ETC’s Producing Artistic Director.
    “The Maids” will feature CCM  graduate Todd Almond who won critical acclaim for his role in ETC’s 2001 and 2003
productions of “Hedwig and the Angry Inch.”
   The production will be a rare collaboration between talents from two of Cincinnati’s pre-miere arts institutions. ETC director
Ruben Polendo will be joined by Peter Bengtson, who composed the operatic version being presented by Cincinnati Opera, for a
talk-back session with the audience following both readings. Myers says, “We are honored to collabor-ate with Nicholas Muni
and  the Cincinnati Opera, and to welcome Ruben, Todd, and this great work to the ETC stage.”
   The readings will take place on Wednesday June 23rd at 7pm and Saturday June 26th at 2pm at Ensemble Theatre in Over the
Rhine. Tickets are $15 and can be purchased by calling 513-421-3555 or visiting www.cincyetc.com.

Klub Kapri Korn Planning Hawaiian Weekend for July
   Cincinnati’s Klub Kapri Korn will be hosting its 22nd annual Summer Celebration during the weekend of July 23rd to 25th.
The theme for this year’s events will be a fun “Hawaiian Weekend” with the center of  festivities being at the Marriott North
hotel at Union Centre Blvd.
   According to Klub Kapri Korn founder Darlene Hicks, the group has many special surprises and a “whole heap of fun” planned
for those who attend their 2004 gathering. The schedule of events includes registration from 3pm to 6pm at the Marriott on
Friday night.  This will be followed by a big Luau Party with Island foods and an open bar until 2am.  On Saturday, Klub Kapri
Korn will have a special lunch for its guests followed by an elegant dinner at the Mariner’s Inn with an open bar.
    The big happening of the weekend will be the group’s annual “Party in the Woods” on Sunday afternoon from 1pm to 6pm at
the Mt. Airy Forest. Dinner will be served at 2:30pm with free beer, pop and BYOB.
    Klub Kapri Korn is a local non-profit group for GLBT and supportive people. Theirmembers, who represent a wide diversity
of races and genders, participate regularly in many social service projects including a monthly trip down to Washington Park in
Over the Rhine to offer free food to people in need in the community.
   Tickets for the group’s Summer Celebration 2004 are $150 (if you register before July 1st) and include all the parties, food and
drinks for the weekend. Ms. Hicks reports  that separate tickets for just the Sunday afternoon picnic are also available. For more
information, call 513-281-3846.

Community Center Starts  Q Book Club
    This past month, the Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Cincinnati intro-duced its newest program, the area’s first Queer
Book Club. On May 25th, this new group met to discuss their first selec-tion, gay author Dan Brown’s “The DaVinci Code.”
   The Center’s Tim Hittle is heading up this new venture which will offer participants the opportunity to get together to enjoy
relaxing discussion of selected works written by GLBT authors.
   Over the summer, the Queer Book Club will meet on the last Tuesday of each month at 7pm at The Center in Northside. If
you’d like to participate, please contact Tim at 513-591-0200 or via email at  tim@glbtcentercincinnati.com and he will be
happy to  give you information on this coming month’s book selection.

ISQCCBE Hosts 2nd “Meet the Parents Show”
   The Imperial Sovereign Queen City Court of the Buckeye Empire (ISQCCBE) will host a special fundraiser show for
Cincinnati PFLAG this month. Join  Roberta Bigg for her “Meet The Parents II: Bigger and Better” show on June 27th at The
Dock. On March 14th, The Court hosted their first “Meet the Parents” show which was a huge success, raising funds for
PFLAG’s annual Scholarship Fund. A wonderful time was had by all, as many of the PFLAG parents came down to enjoy the
show.  For more information on upcoming Court events, visit www.isqccbe.org.



New Fund to Help GLBT Youth
One of the most underserved segments of the GLBT com-munity is our youth. As adults, we all know how hard it is to survive,
but for teens it can be even harder. Too many of our GLBT young people become homeless because they are rejected by family
when they come out and have few places to go for support.
   A new effort is underway to help various parts of the com-munity pool resources to help our youth. The new GLBT Youth
Initiative Fund, created by the Unity House World Peace Center and several other area groups,  must raise its first $10,000
before grants can begin to be distributed. June 1st begins the GLBT  Youth Imitative Fund Cam-paign to establish once and for
all a local fund that will go directly to help our youth. This fund will be handled thru the Greater Cincinnati Foundation.
   Two groups of donors have been established.  The 1st team are those who will help contribute to the building fund. Fund
sponsors are seeking 100 donors who can give $1,000 to $5,000. The 2nd team of contributors are those who are able
to raise $25 to $100.
    Unity House director Dianna Brewer says, “By having a large number of donors the Fund has a better chance of succeeding
and more people have a chance to invest in the future of our community.”
     She encourages everyone to please consider making a pledge to this important new project.  Once you have made the
commitment, you have 30 days to send your payment and extended payment plans are   available to those making larger
contributions. Please send your donation to: GLBT Youth Initiative Fund c/o Greater Cincinnati Foundation, P.O. Box 23132,
Cinti. 45223.

In My Opinion
What Pride Means to Me
by Bruce Beisner, editor of Greater Cincinnati GLBT News

    The first June after I became editor of GLBT News, the front page of our Pride Guide issue included a feature in which people
answered the question “What does Pride mean to you?” We’d interviewed a diverse group of 8 local GLBT and supportive men
and women and printed their thoughtful responses. Recently, I was rereading this article (as you can do by visiting the Archives
page on our website at www.greatercincinnatiglbtnews.com) and it made me start thinking about what pride means to me. How
would I have answered?
  In his hilarious book “Skipping Towards Gomorrah,” gay columnist Dan Savage ex-plores the seven deadly sins. In his chapter
on Pride, Dan chronicles his experiences at the annual Los Angeles Gay Pride Parade. He talks about the origins of such events
and notes, “For a group of people condemned as sinners, it is ironic that gays and lesbians should select a sin as our rallying
cry.”  It does seem an odd choice unless you look at it in a broader context. Savage rightly con-cludes that being gay is nothing
to be ashamed of and going out in the streets to chant that “gay is good” is the perfect response to  those who call us disgraceful
and disgusting.
    Many things have changed since the days of Stonewall. Even since the 1980s and 90s. As a community we have made great
strides and there is simply no denying the progress achieved in fighting stereotypes and homo-phobia. For the most part,
homosexuality is far from being “love that dare not speak its name.” Indeed, here in Cincinnati more GLBT people are “out”
than ever and an increasing number of leaders and institutions are em-bracing our cause. This is something that I think we have
a right to be proud of.
    Over the past 15 years I have watched how these changes in society have changed me and how they have changed the ways
we celebrate our Pride each June. The first Pride events I attended in the mid 1980s were loud andpolitical affairs. Our motto
back then was “Silence = Death” and many of us felt we were literally “marching for our lives” (to paraphrase Holly Near ).
    There is a distinct contrast between then and now. Today’s Pride Fests are more about the corporate sponsors, top name
entertainers and beer trucks than “What do we want... When do we want it...” On June 13th, Cincinnati will have a parade, not a
march.
   I see this transformation in myself and my reasons for “being proud.” I won’t be going to the parade and festival to be told that
“gay is good,” I already know that. I’ll be there (with my husband and dogs in tow) to enjoy the food, the people and the music.
     Maybe this change is a good thing. Perhaps, as Savage suggests, there is no better way to disprove the myth that gays are
unhappy and unwanted than to have a huge party. Having fun is a political statement in and of itself.
    But I worry that this type of statement may not be enough anymore. For all the progress we’ve made as a community (and in
some cases because of it), there are new challenges that simply must addressed. While we are partying in Hoffner Park, 60% of
Ohioans say we shouldn’t have the right to get married. Kentucky voters (and possibly Ohio voters) will be going to the polls in
November to vote on an anti-gay constitutional amendment. President Bush says there should be an amend-ment just like it in
the US Constitution. And, most importantly,  the vote for repeal of Article XII is less than five months away.
     As we celebrate pride this month (what-ever it means each of us), let’s have a great time. Let’s make a statement by partying
our hardest. And hopefully all the fun will give us renewed energy to say in a clear and fresh voice that “gay is good” in
November.

Our Faith Too!
Celebrating the Spirituality of GLBT People

Presbyterian Court Reverses Rebuke of Steve Van Kuiken
    On Friday April 30th,  the Permanent Ohio and Michigan  Judicial Commission of the Presbyterian Church (USA) ruled that
the denomination’s constitution does not prohibit same-sex marriages and that  actions taken by the church’s Cincinnati area
governing body against the Rev. Steve Van Kuiken were in error.
    This decision reverses a ruling issued in 2003 by the local Presbytery which re-moved Van Kuiken as minister of Mt. Auburn
Presbyterian Church and revoked his membership in the denomination. The pastor was disci- plined for his stance in support of
full marriage rites for the lesbian and gay couples in his congregation.
   Responding to the April decision which would rein-state him in the denomination,Van Kuiken said, “I am very grateful to the
members of the commission for the courage they have shown in reaching this landmark decision. A new era has dawned in the



Presbyterian Church, a day for which we have waited and hoped.  We are making room at the table of Christ both for our gay
brothers and lesbian sisters as well as for those with progressive Christian convictions.  This is truly good news for the
church.”
  During the months that he has been waiting for the appeal of his expulsion to be heard, Rev. Van Kuiken has become the leader
of The Gathering, an inclusive non-denominational congregation which meets on Sundays at Old St. George in University
Heights. The group is made up of many former members of the Mt. Auburn Church and others who were unhappy by the
Presbytery’s treatment of the minister and were seeking a faith community which was open to all.
   Over this time Van Kuiken  had been exploring the idea of joining another, more inclusive denomination. Thus, immediately
following the news of his victory with the Presbyterian Church, he announced that he would be resigning from the PC (USA) and
had already begun the process of seeking affiliation with the United Church of Christ.
    On May 1st, the Southwest Ohio and Northern Kentucky Association of the United Churches of Christ granted him “privilege
of call.” The vote to welcome him into the UCC was close to unanimous.
   Van Kuiken says, “I am honored by this acceptance and affirmation, and I am grateful for the love and sup-port from so many
UCC members.” Being given the status of “privilege of call” does not mean that Van Kuiken is now a United Church of Christ
minister, but it does open the door to the possibility of his being able to accept a position to lead a UCC congregation.
    For the immediate future,  he says that he and his family plan to remain with their friends at The Gathering.

Local Churches Host Pride Day Services
   To celebrate Pride and pro-claim their commitment to justice for people of all sexual orientations, several congregations in the
Greater Cincinnati area will be hosting special services on Sunday June 13th.
    The Sunday morning service on Pride Day at St. John’s Unitarian Universalist Church  in Clifton will feature several  mem-
bers of the church sharing their personal experiences volunteering to help with the repeal of Article XII. The service, titled
“Going Door to Door for Democracy” will in- clude some extra special music and readings by famous lesbian and gay writers.
St. John’s Unitarian has moved their regular service time back to 10:30am for this Sunday so that members of the congregation
can get up to Burnet Woods in time to participate in the Pride Parade.
    Across the river in Northern Kentucky, St. John United Church of Christ is pleased to welcome Marian Weage to speak at their
9:30am service on June 13th. Weage is the founder of the Cincinnati area chapter of PFLAG (Parents Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays) and a warm and outspoken advocate for GLBT equality. St. John UCC is located at 520 Fairfield Ave.
in Bellevue, KY.
    New Spirit Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) will host Pride Day worship services at both 10:30am and 7pm. MCC is
located at 4033 Hamilton Avenue in Northside right down the street from the site of the Pride Festival. The Rev. Bonnie Daniel
invites everyone in the community to join them for joyful worship before and after the Festival this year.

Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church Welcomes New Interim Minister
   The Rev. Dr. Edwin Dykstra has recently been chosen as interim pastor at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church (MAPC), which has
a long history of embracing the GLBT com-munity in the church’s life and leadership, as well as working for GLBT inclusion on
both a local and national level.
   On March 24, 2004, the Session (governing body) of MAPC voted to approve the contract with Rev. Dykstra for 12 months
beginning in April of 2004, upon the recom-mendation of the church’s Interim Pastor Search Committee.
  Rev. Dykstra comes with an impressive background in interim ministry. MAPC will be the ninth church where he has held an
interim position, most recently at Kennedy Heights Presbyterian Church and Sycamore Presbyterian Church, both part of the
Cin-cinnati Presbytery. Ed is highly skilled in many areas of church leadership, including congregational involvement,
pastoral care, relationship building, administration, and thought-provoking sermons.
    Rev. Dykstra received a Bachelor of Arts from CalvinCollege in 1965, Masters in Divinity from Calvin Theo-logical Seminary
in 1969, and a Doctorate of Ministry from McCormick Theological Sem-inary in 1992.  He is an inten-tional interim pastor and
has taken the interim pastor train-ing offered by the PC(USA) to enrich his practical experience in this area.
    In addition to his roles as MAPC’s pastor and admini-strator of daily operations,  Rev. Dykstra, assisted by the church’s
capable leadership, will guide MAPC through a period of mission study and visioning in preparation for the church’s search for
a new permanent pastor.
   Mt. Auburn Presbyterian has been without a pastor since the Cincinnati Presbytery remov-ed the Rev. Steve Van Kuiken from
the pulpit for refusing to comply with denominational rules prohibiting the marriage of same sex couples.
   Rev. Dykestra says, “The vastness of Christ’s love calls us to break out of  our comfort zones and be open to all of God’s
children. I have been looking for a church that is honestly open and welcoming to all people, and I am thrilled to have found such
a church in MAPC.  Their commitment to the inclusion of all persons – most notably the GLBT community– in all aspects of
church life and leadership is truly remarkable, and Mt. Auburn has become a com-forting sanctuary for many, regardless of
where they may be on their individual jour-neys. I look forward to our growth together and to con-tinuing  outreach to the GLBT
community– locally, nation-ally, and internationally.  I invite seekers of love, faith and justice to join us for worship.”

GLBT Health
The Hows of Sex (part 3)
by Bob Donovan, MD

    Over my last two columns in GLBT News, I have discussed what causes us to be “turned on” and what happens in the body
before, during and after sex, especially in men. (If you’re interested, you can read these columns in the archives section of the
GLBT News website at www.greatercincinnatiglbtnews.com.)
   So, what happens in a woman? As is true in the man, successful culmination of sex depends on both local and psychic
stimulation, pre-ferably someone attractive to that person. Desire in a woman is more dependent on the changes of hormones
through the monthly cycle, peaking, not surprisingly, during ovulation because of high estrogen levels.
     Again, as in men, local stimulation, here due to massage of the vulva, vagina and other area structures and even the urinary
tract create sexual stimulation nerve impulses which travel to the spinal cord. The glans of the clitoris is especially sensitive for
initiating this. Then the spinal cord sends signals up to the brain. At the opening of the vagina and going into the clitoris is
erectile tissue, similar to that of the penis. (By the way, not trying to be sexist, all these references could be reversed: you could



describe the erectile tissue of the penis to be like that of the vagina, etc. It’s an embryological equivalence; one’s not before the
other.) Blood begins to accumulate in this tissue, causing erection. The anus doesn’t have the capacity to do this, so it doesn’t
work so effectively to accept the penis.
    The Bartholin glands, located beneath the labia minora, start to secrete mucus for lubrication. Some also comes from glands
within the vagina. When stimulation reaches a maximum, and helped by psychic stimulation from the brain, orgasm takes place.
Orgasm, in addition to being enjoyable, is also an aid to fertilization, as intercourse with orgasm is more effective than that
without or by artificial means.
   During orgasm, the muscles between the legs contract, as in the man, from nerves firing in the spinal cord. The cervix dilates
for up to 30 minutes. In other animals, other hormones are  released which cause the uterus to contract rhythmically, which helps
to propel sperm through. It’s not been studied whether this happens in human females.
     By the way, many women do in fact ejac-ulate! This wasn’t believed to be the case until rather recently. In both men and
women, orgasm causes nerves to fire in the brain which causes intense muscle tension throughout the body, followed by what’s
called a “relaxed peace-fulness.” Because muscle tension is part of the pleasurable sensation of orgasm, some experts feel that
exercising some of these muscles can intensify the sensations. One of the more important muscles is the pubococcygeus muscle.
This is located in the area between the urethra and the anus. To contract it, next time you are urinating, try to stop. That’s the
muscle. Then at other times contract it again, tensing it as long as you can, preferably many times a day. In women, this is the
exercise, called Kegel exercise, which is used to help prevent loss of urine from coughing, laughing, etc. But it also is said to
increase sexual pleasure. In men, this muscle wraps around the prostate gland and the anus. In the book, The Multi-Orgasmic
Man, exercising this muscle is considered critical to this practice.
    I decided to write these three articles not to make something so pleasurable into something terribly clinical, but to again show
what a marvelous thing our body is. Hope you continue to enjoy it, as well as be amazed by it!

Out of the Past
The Legend of Stonewall
by Bruce Beisner

   This month, millions of GLBT and supportive people from New York to New Mexico to New Zealand will take to the streets to
wave their rainbow flags. What has become an annual international tradition started 35 years ago to commemorate the Stonewall
Riots, an event many see as the genesis of the modern GLBT movement.
    So much has been written about the events of June 1969 in New York City’s Greenwich Village that it has become difficult to
separate fact from fiction. Distortions and embellish-ments abound to the point where the “Legend of Stonewall” has taken on a
life of its own. Here’s a look at just some of what we know to be true amid all the mythology.
   First, while the Stonewall Riots were without a doubt a galvanizing event in the GLBT rights struggle, they were not the first
public challenge to institutional oppression. Throughout the mid 1960’s, gay and lesbian activists had become increasingly
outspoken. In 1965, a police raid on a San Francisco New Year’s Drag Ball re-sulted in large protests and widespread media
coverage. The Mattachine Society sponsored demonstrations outside the United Nations,  Independence Hall and the White
House during1966 and flower-toting bar patrons swarmed a police station in Los Angeles in 1968 de-manding the release of two
gay men picked up during a raid of The Patch bar.
   The Stonewall Inn was located at 53 Christ-opher Street near Sheridan Square in Greenwich Village. It was by all accounts a
dive whose owners were rumored to have links to organized crime. According to historian Eric Marcus, the bar attracted an
eclectic crowd including teenagers, college students, well-dressed male couples and the occasional long-haired hippie type.
While legend has it that the place was full of drag queens, in fact a New York law which made dressing in full drag in a liquor
establish-ment illegal kept most of the “sissies” from coming out in much more than a little eyeliner. There were very few female
regulars.
    According to one patron, the atmosphere at the Stonewall on Friday June 27, 1969 was one of anger as the bar had been
repeatedly raided over the previous two weeks. Around 2am, plain clothes policemen arrived and the lights were turned up and
the doors locked. The crowd of over 200 people was told to line up for identi-fication checks. As bar patrons who had been
cleared emerged from the Stonewall, a largecrowd began to gather on Christopher Street.
   One eyewitness was Howard Smith of the Village Voice. He reported that the mood began to turn violent after the paddy wagon
pulled up and three drag queens were loaded in. One lesbian resisted being put into a squad car and was pushed down by an
officer. At this point, according to Smith, the crowd began throwing rocks, beer bottles, coins and garbage.  The barrage escalated
and police were forced to take shelter back inside the bar. As they waited for reinforcements to get to the scene, protestors threw
a parking meter into the Stone-wall’s front window and set the facade of the bar on fire. An article in the next day’s New York
Times reported that 13 people had been arrested and 3 officers had been injured before the streets were cleared by riot police.
    Word of the uprising spread quickly through the community and huge crowds gathered during the next two nights in Sheridan
Square for rowdy and campy protests with very public kissing and hand-holding and cheers of “gay power.”
    It is important to note that while GLBT people celebrate the Stonewall Riots now, these events deeply divided the community
at the time. Many young activists felt empowered by what had happened and wanted the protests to continue while others,
including the Mattachine Society, condemned the violence and urged calm. Older gay leaders were very concerned that further
unrest would only lead to even more police harassment.
  So what made these gays finally snap and stand up for themselves? Was it the recent death of Judy Garland? Was it the presence
of leftist radicals among the crowd? Was it the heat? Or was it that they just simply had HAD ENOUGH? The truth is probably
in all these motives and many more.
    For a variety of reasons the Stonewall Riots become a turning point in GLBT history. The story of this violent challenge to
police harass-ment was told across the country leading to an explosion of activism and activity. The first Gay Pride Parades took
place in New York and Los Angeles just one year later. And by the early 1970’s, even gays here in Cincinnati were beginning to
come out and speak up.
   In 1994, the section of Christopher Street that runs along Sheridan Square was officially renamed “Stonewall Place” by the
City, in recognition of the historical importance of the events there in 1969. After a decade of being a Chinese restaurant, the site
of the Stonewall became a gay bar again in 1990. Today it is once more called “The Stonewall” and has expanded to two floors. I
had the pleasure of going there three years ago. It was Halloween night and all the bartenders were dressed up as
New York City policemen. What a hoot!
    For more about this important event in GLBT history, I suggest that you read David Carter’s new book “Stonewall: The Riots
that Sparked the Gay Revolution.” You may want to also check out Nigel Finch’s 1996 film “Stonewall”based on the book by
Martin Duberman.



Trans(itions)
Rusty Hinges
by Cynthia Jeffries

   A friend of my daughter’s has been working around my house doing yard work. I didn't even ask him to do it but he likes that
kind of stuff, and believe me it needs a lot of work. It seems since I am OUT in the community and doing lots of different things
for my support group and several other organizations, the yard work, and other chores have fallen to the wayside, especially over
the many months I spent going through the transition from male to female this past year.
     I simply don't have the time, energy or desire for digging in the dirt, pulling weeds, or using a chain saw. I have wild tree
seedlings coming up in my flower beds and garden, and they are starting to look more like shade trees instead of seedlings.
   Anyway, as I was walking around the yard discussing things with my daughter’s friend, and as we were looking at the things
that needed to be done by the back of the house, I noticed that my cellar door was crooked. With further examination I could see
that the hinges had completely rusted through. You see I had built those cellar doors over 25 years ago. When I made them I
thought I had used the best material available (pressure treated lumber, galvanized screws, etc.) and with pride in the work I had
done, I figured, these doors will last until my children are old and gray.
   At first I was disappointed that the door needed repair. Then, as I stood there looking, I realized that I had out lived a metal
hinge that I thought would be there way longer than my  life would span.... I began to giggle as I thought about it.
     The thoughts began to flow and I giggled even more. Feelings of joy and happiness began to take over. I began to laugh
uncontrollably. I grabbed a friend and gave him a hug saying "I'm so happy, I feel great, and it's good to be alive.”
     They thought I was nuts. My mascara had run down my face from the tears and I looked a mess, but still smiling, I looked at
my daughter and said, “You know what, I'm going to fix that hinge and then I'm gonna out live that one too.”
    Strange what the sight of a little rust can do to one’s emotions... I think the enthusiasm I have for living a much longer life, is
because I am so proud of what I have accomplished since I started living as Cynthia. The person that is really me. All the
obstacles that a transgender has to overcome are tremendous, but I did it!
    Working with the Pride Committee, Crossport and the Northern Kentucky Fairness Alliance has given me an even bigger since
of Pride because I saw a community that isn't ashamed of who they are and is not afraid to show it. People that are willing to
stand up for themselves and be proud of who they are.
   Happy Pride to you all!

Your Money
The Wealth Effect
by Vicki Marsh, American Express Financial Advisor

     Have you been spending more lately, even though your income has not gone up?  Perhaps your property value has
appreciated, your investment portfolio is on the rise, and you feel wealthier than you have in a quite a while.  If so, you may be
prompted to spend more money, even though your income hasn’t increased.  Economists call this the “wealth effect,” a
phenomenon that can sidetrack consumers from reaching their long-term financial goals.
     Typically, as investors see their retirement accounts and home equity improving, they feel better about putting more of their
paycheck back into the economy.  Economists estimate that consumer spending fuels approximately two-thirds of the economy.
      According to the National Center for Policy Analysis, the rule of thumb is that for every dollar of increased wealth people
accumulate, they spend an additional four cents.  This trend has been more obvious during the last two years, as Americans
refinanced mortgages and took money out to finance home improvements and other projects.
    However, while the wealth effect may be good for the U.S. economy, it is typically not as healthy for the individual consumer.
Sometimes it gives investors a false sense of security and a feeling of permission to increase spending beyond their means.

Home Sweet Home
     This false sense of wealth often starts with the increased value of your home. However, because you live in your home, its
appreciation should be considered differently than an increase in stock performance.  While you can sell stocks and bonds to
capitalize on growth and rebalance your portfolio, your home is a roof over your head and shouldn’t be treated the same.  For
example, you should not cash out the appreciation in your home until you are ready to make a major lifestyle change, such as
downsizing for retirement or relocating to where prices are lower.
      As a result of wealth effect some consumers may feel that it’s time to invest in bigger homes because they are enjoying large
appreciation in the value of their current investment.  However, homeowners should beware of the higher costs associated with
larger mortgages, such as maintenance, property taxes and liability.
Furthermore, to accommodate increases in your current lifestyle, you may be taking money away from retirement savings,
education planning and other long-term goals.  In the end, the immediate wealth effect may contribute to investors losing sight of
their strategic financial plans and jeopardizing their personal economy. Following are some tips to keep you thinking about the
big picture and to help you avoid a detour as a result of the wealth effect:
Balance your assets:  Record-low interest rates may have pushed home prices up close to their limit.  Many experts agree that it
is unlikely that the real estate market will double in price again over the next five years.  If your home is the biggest part of your
net worth, strive to get your assets in greater balance.
Max out retirement savings:  Before you buy a bigger home or make any large investments, make sure you are contributing the
maximum amount allowed to your tax-free and tax-deferred accounts for retirement savings.
The REIT choice:  Historically, real estate, as an asset class, has underperformed equities.  Indirect ownership of real estate by
purchasing shares of a real estate investment trust (REIT) or limited partnership may be more viable for those seeking real estate
investment alternatives.
Diversify:  Investing in several different types of individual funds or securities, commonly known as diversification, works hand
in hand with asset allocation, or how you weight your investments in different asset classes (stocks, bonds and money markets).
Remember that as the return of one investment is rising, the return of another investment is most likely falling.
Budget wisely:  The more money you have or think you have, the more important it is to live within a budget.  A written budget
allows you to track where your money goes and can help you free up cash for savings and long-term goals.
Have a plan:  Get help from a qualified fin-ancial advisor, who can help you create a com-prehensive financial plan to assist you
in strategically reaching your long- and short-term goals.



Political Talk
You Have A Choice!
by Bruce Beisner

  The GLBT movement has made great strides over the past two years. Seeing the first same sex couples become legally married
in Mass-achusetts in May was heartwarming and a clear victory in the struggle for equality. But with  these successes come the
rising threat of a major backlash, both locally and nationally, that may very well erase all of our progress.
    Many progressive people I talk with tell me that they think there’s no difference between the two major political parties in this
country. They say that they are tired of voting for the “lesser of two evils.” While I’ll admit that misinformed leaders come from
both sides of the aisle (just like GLBT supporters grow on both party trees), the fact is that there is a key differences between
Republicans leaders and Democratic leaders  when it comes to gay rights issues.
    Here’s some history to think about. When Cincinnati City Council voted in 2003 to expand the Hate Crimes Ordinance to
include lesbian and gay people, the only “no” votes came fromthe two Republican members of Council.
    During last fall’s elections, GLBT News surveyed the Cincinnati City Council candidates about their positions on the repeal of
Article XII. All of the Republican candidates opposed the repeal (with the exception of Leslie Gerz, who unfortunately didn’t get
elected).
    Last winter in Columbus, both the Ohio House and Senate passed the anti-gay “Defense of Marriage” Act. In the Senate, all
but two of the Republicans supported this discriminatory law (while every single Democrat voted against it). Republican
governor Bob Taft signed it into law. There’s a pattern here folks.
     Over the past two decades, those in the leadership of the Republican Party has become more and more aligned with the
Radical Right.  On a variety of important social issues, these politicians have consistently voted for policies favored by special
interests who oppose basic rights for GLBT Americans.
    Since the Republicans have taken majorities in the U.S. Congress, federal policies on safe sex education have moved in a
dangerous dir-ection which leaves GLBT teens without life saving information about condom use. Under the banner of “family
values,” the leadership in the House and Senate have consistently passed legislation that harms GLBT families.
    George W. Bush has come out in full support of an amendment to the US Constitution which will forever make GLBT people
second class citizens. If reelected he is likely to appoint several new justices to the Supreme Court. He has promised that these
nominees will be justices just like Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas. Scalia  and Thomas voted against last summer’s ruling
which struck down sodomy laws. In his dissenting paper, Scalia compared consensual sex between same sex partners to bigomy
and bestiality. Bush’s record on GLBT issues is so bad that even the leaders of the Log Cabin Republicans are considering
withdrawing their endorsement of him.
     Speaking of the constitutional amendment  on same-sex marriage, did you know that Cincinnati area Republican
representative Steve Chabot is one of the major sponsors of the amendment in Congress. Chabot is up for reelection this fall and
is being challenged by Democrat Greg Harris. Harris is opposed to this anti-gay amendment and says he believes that marriage is
a fundamental right for all people.
    While it may be easy to get discouraged and throw up our hands and say that “they are all the same,” the reality is that as
GLBT people we don’t have that option.  35 years ago a bunch of pissed off queers said “enough” to the constant harassment by
police.  My guess is that many of them could never have imagined that today we’d be fighting to get married.
   When you go to the voting booth this Nov-ember, I urge you to remember this quote from comedian Bill Mahr. He says “The
only thing worse than the lesser of two evils is the greater of two evils.”

By The Book
It’s GLBT Book Month
by Don Baker

    June is both Gay Pride Month and National GLBT Book Month. Celebrate by reading a book by a GLBT author or about a
GLBT subject. Here is a selection of new books, now available at the Cincinnati Public Library:
    Novelist Patrick Moore has written a compelling non-fiction account of the sexual revolution of the 1970s in Beyond Shame:
Reclaiming the Abandoned History of Radical Gay Sexuality. Moore contends that in the 70s, sex became an art form. Sex clubs
like The Mineshaft and dance clubs like The Saint became “theaters of pleasure” as gays fash-ioned new personas and new
lifestyles. On the other hand, in the wake of AIDS, in the 1980s “art became sex” as the work of gay artists living and dead
soared in value.
    For something thoroughly trashy for the beach, check out Man of My Dreams. The publisher, Kensington, has done a series of
these “four books in one.” In 2002 it was Summer Share and last year it was All I Want for Christmas. This year’s compilation
includes novellas by Ben Benbow, Jon Jeffrey, Ben Tyler, and Sean Wolfe. The stories’ leading men include’a pro athlete, a well-
endowed rock star, a hot Spaniard, and the best friend’s sexy father.
    Adam Berlin’s Belmondo Style is not quite so frivolous. The main characters are a small-time crook and ladies’ man and his
gay teenage son. The boy’s first gay sexual experience leads to his being horribly beaten and the father takes violent revenge. To
finance their getaway, small-time crime becomes big time and the setting moves from Manhattan to Miami to Key West.
     An Intimate Ghost is award-winning lesbian writer Ellen Hart’s twelfth “Jane Lawless” mystery. When Jane caters a wedding
reception, someone spikes the feast with hallucinogenic mushrooms, leading to embarrassment, injury, and litigation. In a
flashback, the groom’s schoolteacher father reveals a trau-matic incident in which a student committed suicide in his presence.
For comic relief, Jane’s best friend Cordelia finds herself playing Auntie Mame to her sister’s daughter.
    Fat Girls and Lawn Chairs is a book of humorous essays and poems by Cheryl Peck, which include irreverent remembrances
of her childhood and her entertaining experiences as “a gay woman of size.” Here’s a sample, from her description of herself on
the softball field: “I gathered every fiber of my being—and there are many, many fibers in my being—and I pointed them all
toward first base, and I leaned in that direction, hoping to add speed at a later date....”

The Cincinnati Public Library catalog, unfortunately, has no convenient single subject heading where all GLBT books are found.
To get an idea of the depth and breadth of the library’s GLBT collections, try going online to www.cincinnatilibrary.org or go to
the catalog at any library branch.  Do subject searches under headings such as “gay,” “gays,” “lesbian,” “lesbians,”
“homosexuals,” and “homosexuality.” A comparable “keyword subject” or “keyword title” search will yield still more items.
Then order the book of your choice sent to your nearest branch and enjoy!



Young & Out
Pride!
by Doug Meredith

     It seems only appropriate that, in this June edition of the GLBT News, I speak on the subject that makes this one month above
all others a fascinating time to be queer in the United States: Gay and Lesbian Pride. It’s a vague term, I realize, and one I’ve
heard a lot of people object to. Strangely enough, I can’t agree with those critics because I feel they misunderstand the term and
its context. They think, “Gee, why should I be proud to be gay? It’s not something I had any control over, so why should I parade
around and pat myself on the back for it?”
    My good readers, the people who have put up with my columns monthly, I would like to state with finality that people who
think that Just Don’t Get It. Capital letters quite intended. There are millions of gay people in this country, and many of them
have nothing to be proud of. There are tons of closet queers in Washington and various state capitals right now, people just as gay
as the day is long, who have utterly nothing to be proud of around this issue, who are helping to lobby for the passage of
amendments that would enshrine discrimination against queer people into the very bedrock of our nation. Gay Pride isn’t about
them, except in the hope that it makes them think.
    On the flipside there are the activists, of which I am probably one, lobbying day in and day out for equal rights regardless of
sexual orientation. The people who are out there talking their heads off about this one issue, banging the drum constantly so that
it won’t be lost in the background noise. It’s a necessary function, even if banging the drum does start to hurt one’s wrist after a
while, but Pride isn’t about that either. It isn’t a celebration of the activists, a huge pat on the back for whatever victories might
have been won. This isn’t to say that sometimes a pat on the back isn’t warranted, but that’s not the point of Pride.
    What is the point? Ultimately the point is that I am a twenty year old out faggot living a life with as much honesty and
integrity as any other person in this world… and I’m not alone. The point isn’t that we’re (insert GLBTQ label here), but that
we’re a people oppressed by general social stigma, told we’re inferior or unworthy of full citizenship into our communities, and
we haven’t bought it. We should be damn proud that, in spite of the constant put-downs and abuse, we’re still willing to fight
back for our own personal dignity and honesty. Do you know how many people from all walks of life fail to do that? You want
something to be proud of? That is something to be proud of. That is something to party over.
    No it’s not a serious day for many people, but does it have to be? Where does it say a celebration has to be serious? So many
of us are so busy being Good Gay Role-models that maybe we sometimes forget why we came out: freedom to be ourselves, to
find joy in life and not have to tuck it away so we could conform. Maybe once a year we need that reality check so we don’t find
ourselves hemmed in again by expectations. Speaking of being hemmed in, I know some people who frown at the people in
leather, who sneer at the drag queens, say that it gives everyone else in the parade a bad image. Get over it and get over
yourselves. Those leathermen and women, those drag queens? They’re living lives with as much integrity as you are. Why
shouldn’t they celebrate Pride in being who they are entirely? Why shouldn’t they be marching? If they show up on the evening
news and you don’t, who should you really be blaming? There’s always someone who will think you’re a freak just for being gay
or a straight supporter. Who deserves the blame? The “freak”? Or the finger-pointing bigot? Think about that…
    And think about coming to the parade. It’s my first one and I really can’t wait. I intend to see a lot more of them if it’s in my
power. Why? Because I’m Doug Meredith and I am one damn proud freak.

Yes to Fairness!
Your Community Needs You Now
by Justin Turner, Campaign Manager of Citizens to Restore Fairness

    This summer of Gay Pride presents GLBT people in Cincinnati with an incredible opportunity to stand up for their rights by
repealing Article XII.
    Article XII of the Cincinnati City Charter is an anti-gay law that unfairly singles out gay people and prevents them from
seeking pro-tection from discrimination. Cincinnati is the only city in the country with this type of law.  Because of Article XII, a
gay person can be fired from their job, denied housing or refused services simply for being gay. That is wrong!
   Citizens to Restore Fairness (CRF) has built a broad-based coalition dedicated to restoring fairness in Cincinnati by repealing
Article XII.  The campaign to repeal Article XII has been endorsed by 70 religious leaders including Archbishop Daniel
Pilarczyk, Rev. Damon Lynch Jr. and the Cincinnati Board of Rabbis.  Community endorsements include Mayor Charlie Luken,
seven Cincinnati City Council members, the Hamilton County Democratic Party and the AFL-CIO.  The campaign is also
supported by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, the Human Rights Campaign, the Procter and Gamble Company,
Federated Department Stores and General Electric.
 Through grassroots activism, CRF has collected the necessary petition signatures to put Article XII on the November 2004 ballot
for repeal. The overwhelming support from all kinds of Cincinnatians to repeal Article XII has opened the door to equality for
all. Yet, we still  stand apart from that threshold of fairness– Election Day– and there is much work to be done!  Ultimately, the
decision to repeal Article XII lies in the hands of the voters.
    Your community needs you now!  For years other interests have framed our issues for us, but now GLBT people in Cincinnati
have the opportunity to frame our own future through citizen action. The only way to insure victory is by talking to voters face to
face on their doorsteps about voting yes to repeal Article XII. Having these conversations with voters will dispel the stereotypes
about gay people and allow us to know who to drive to the polls on election day.
    This summer’s Gay Pride is not one week, but a season of activism that ends on November 2, 2004.  Ask yourself “What will
Cincinnati look like on November 3rd?” And “What did I do to paint that picture?”  CRF will be spending the summer going
door to door to identify the 60,000 supportive voters necessary to repeal Article XII –and your help is needed.  By mak-ing the
campaign a priority this summer you will insure that all Cincinnati residents are treated equally, whether they are black or white,
male or female, gay or non-gay.
  To find out more about the campaign to repeal Article XII and how you can get involved, be sure not to miss the GLBT Town
Hall Meeting on Monday June 7th at 7pm at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church. Information is also avail-able by calling CRF’s
office at 513-591-3247 or visiting www.citizenstorestorefairness.org.



Thought You Knew!
Advice with Sparkle and Shine
from Ambrosia

    Gentle Readers– It’s summer and time to show your Pride! But please ladies, no more rainbow colored drag outfits, it’s been
done to death! (Unless of course they are hand-beaded or Austrian crystals.) I’m looking forward to seeing each and every one
of you on June 13th.

Dear Ambrosia,
   I just turned 21 this March and have been going out non-stop ever since. My buddies and I have an awesome time dancing but
what I really want to do is find some nice guy to settle down with. I have been kinda dating this guy named Jeff for a few weeks.
He is soooo hot and I am so into him. The only thing is that he is really into barebacking and won’t have sex with a rubber. I’m
scared of diseases but I really want to keep him happy. What should I do?
 –Bellevue Boi

Dear BB,
  What should you do? Drop this loser pronto! You know, I have been writing this column for about three years now and I have
always tried  not to be too preachy. I never want to come across to you readers as a scolding school marm. (I guess with my
wardrobe, that might be vir-tually impossible !) But here, on this subject, I simply must draw the line.
    As I am sure you are aware, BB, barebacking is UNSAFE sex. No mater what they call it or how hot they make it sound, the
reality is that it is just stupid and risky. This Jeff is either in deep denial about the dangers or he just doesn’t care enough about
himself or you to be responsible.
  I personally believe that being safe is more than just good manners. This girl always has a drawer full of Trojans and an
industrial-sized tub of water based lube by her nightstand (just in case things go my way at the bar).
    BB, please tell Jeff to either put on a condom or get the hell out of your, umh, bed! I promise you there are plenty of other
guys out there who will get your motor running but won’t insist on putting your life in danger.

 Ambrosia,
    I want to get into the porno business. I’ve watched a lot of movies and I think that I have what it takes (if you know what I
mean). But I’m concerned that I’m just too damn hairy. Any advice?
–Cousin Itt

Dear Cousin,
   The hair removal business has become a multi million dollar industry these days. From old fashioned Nair to simple razors to
high tech laser and ultra violet treatments, there are a huge number of safe and affordable ways to get that smooth and sleek
body.
    But before you rush out to get all trimmed up, you may wish to think twice. Sure, being shaved to perfection is of paramount
importance for a girl like me, but for you the hirsute look may be just right.
   Surely, you’ve watched enough adult videos to know that the days of hairless bods on models are long gone. (Oh, how I do
miss the 1980’s). Today most popular porn stars look much more natural. Of course, there still are places where too much hair
can be a minus (like the back, eyebrows and palms) but in general some fur is definitely the “in” look.
   One warning to you Bear, if you decide to go all smoothie for your career, please be sure to keep it well maintained. Nobody
wants to have a stubbly stud in their bed or their VCR.

Dear Ambrosia,
    So June is Pride month. My friends and I were wondering, what do you have to be proud of?
 –Sam

Dear Sam,
     I think that there are many things I could say I am most proud of: my facial structure, my good taste, my extensive collection
of Russ Meyer films. All these things do come to mind. But I think what I am take the most pride in is being a voice for good in
the community. Being able to share my wisdom with readers like you who need some is my greatest gift.

The Nightbeat
Pride on the Cocktail Curcuit
by Miss CC Bloom

   Boys and girls, are you ready to be proud? You’d better be because so many of our local bars and nightspots are hosting big
Pride parties that its going to be virtually impossible to get to them all (but we can try, can’t we!)
    The official Pride Kick-off Party is set for Friday June 4th at Hamburger Mary’s. Peter, Nigel and the gang at Mary’s have
something festive going on just about every night during June. On June 5th, its the big “Pit Stop” pre- Drag Races dance night
with DJ Chris Mercier and on June 6th, stop by for brunch before the Races and dancing afterward. The Queen City Careers
Assoc. will host their “World’s Gayest Office Party” on June 11th at Mary’s and the TriState Primetimers will be there to party
before the Men’s Chorus concert on June 18th.
    Our friends at The Dock  will host the Finish Line Party after the Drag Races on June 6th. The show will feature Quasi,
Monica St. James, Taylor Mayde and Hurricane Summers. The night before the parade, Pete Rose Way will be the place to be as
they host a Pride Dance Party with hot spots by Quasi and her hot Pride Boys dancers. On Sunday June 13th, The Dock will be
the location for the second annual Miss Beautiful pageant.
   Pride weekend will be packed at all the Clifton and Northside bars for sure. On Friday night the 11th, don’t miss the premiere
of Jacob’s new Chicks with D*cks show starring that towering beauty Miss Empira State. She’ll be joined by the “talents” of
Emma Frost and Sissy Cumdrops on stage for campy comedy drag at 9pm. Jacob’s will also have an All-Star Pride Drag Revue
on Saturday night after the festival and welcomes Bill Corson for karaoke fun on Sunday night. Up in Clifton, Golden Lions
invites you to drop by for a little picker upper before the parade and then head back up the hill for their Pride After Party with



plenty of free food until 3pm. On Sunday night, the Lions will host a “Pride Hollywood Nights” show at 10pm. Look for big
Pride parties after the parade at both Serpent and Bullfishes as well.
     One local establishment making a return to the scene this month (after too long an absence I might add!) is Carol’s on Main.
Marcus and his crew have been working for months to repair all the damage from that broken water pipe back in February. At
long last, they will reopen on June 15th. Join your friends at Carol’s after the parade on Sunday June 13th for a exclusive  “Pride
Preview” reception to check out all the changes and improvements and plan now to be at Carol’s Grand Reopening Party on
Friday night June 18th.
      Over at The Pipeline, there will be plenty of prideful spirits to go around. The liquor will be flowing after the Drag Races on
June 6th and on Friday June 11th, join Nick in the “Manhole” for a Sauza Tequila sample party. Down the street from the Pipe,
there’s loads of great entertainment this month at Shooters. Mark your calendars for Shawn’s Summer Show on June 11th and
The Court’s Miss First Runner Up Pageant on June 25th. One evening to set aside is June 20th. That night will mark the
triumphant return of a legend. The Court’s Rachel Rogers comes out of retirement for one night only and this you’ll have to see
to believe. You go girl! I’m glad you’re back.
   Across the river in Kentucky, Rosie’s Tavern will have live music from Annette Shepherd on June 9th and Alice is back on June
19th. If you missed the latest episodes of “The L Word” you can catch them at 8pm on Fridays at Covington’s Yadda Club. YC
also has dancing with DJ Blak Cheri every weekend in June.
     Well that’s it for this month. I’ve got to go get a drink after writing all this. Happy pride to each and every one of you!


