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Columbus – Ian James,
FreedomOhio co-
founder, issued the
following statement after
the Columbus Dispatch
published results of a
Saperstein Poll that
shows 54 percent of
voters now support the
Freedom to Marry and
Religious Freedom
Amendment.
   “We are heartened
and affirmed by the poll
published in the
Columbus Dispatch
because we have
witnessed the seismic
shift in public opinion
toward marriage equality
while working for more
than a year to have a
conversation with
Ohioans and collect
signatures in all 88

   As we go to press the
Cincinnati City Council is
considering an ordinance
that would require
parades that receive city
money to be open to any
participants.
   Recently  GLSEN (the
Gay, Lesbian, Straight
Education Network)
was not be allowed to
march in the St. Patrick’s

Day Parade because they
“contain the words Gay
and Lesbian” in their
name and that “goes
against an Irish Catholic
event.”
   If you are not familiar,
GLSEN works to make
schools safe and prevent
bullying against all
children, including those
who are (or perceived

to be) Gay and
Lesbian.
   As a result of the
parade’s decision,
almost every single
candidate for City office
and several unions
withdrew from the
parade. They included
Vice-Mayor Roxanne
Qualls, Council
Members Wendell

counties,” James said.
   “It is important to note
that the Dispatch poll was
conducted prior to
Republican Ohio U.S.
Sen. Rob Portman’s
announcement that he was
switching his position and
supporting the freedom to
marry,” James said. “This
is a civil rights issue. A
loving couple should be
able to get legally married
and enjoy the same family
security as any other
committed couple.
   “At the same time, our
amendment protects
religious freedom because
houses of worship are free
to choose whether to
recognize or not
recognize, marry or not
marry, a same-gender
couple.”

Young, Yvette Simpson,
PG Sittenfeld, Cecil
Thomas, Charlie Winburn,
Mayoral Candidate John
Cranley, Council Can-
didates Mike Moroski,
Greg Landsman, Kevin
Johnson, David Mann,
Pam Thomas and Unions
Firefighters Local 48,
IBEW Local 212,

March for Marriage Equality in Columbus

Freedom to Marry Poll

Have a parade?  Get city support?  Follow city’s anti-discrimination policy

See Parade, Page 7, Col. 2
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Real politic 101
By Tedd Good

GLBT News,
your weekly

news source!

   Queen Elizabeth of the
United Kingdom and
former Pope Benedict

consistency, grace,
dignity , and fair play can
still win. She became the

referring to her as  “ the
Queen”.
   In 2013 she publicly
spearheaded amending
the Commonwealth
Charter  with  no non-
sense language sup-
porting  women’s rights ,
LGBT equality and

enabled and protected
by Church hierarchy. He
became a defendant in
civil lawsuits. The Vatican
Bank reeks of corruption
right out of Godfather III.
  His response was to
deflect with moralism.
He had a medieval

A Tale of Two Monarchs:
Challenges in Moral Leadership

XVI have
few things in
common. .
Both have
r u l e d
venerable
theocratic monarchical
institutions. Both are in
their eighties.
   Elizabeth exemplifies
moral leadership. Bene-
dict’s style is moralistic.
Moral leadership is doing
the right thing therefore
leading by example.
Moralists just preach.
    Elizabeth’s later reign
has become a champ-
agne supernova. Her
reign   demonstrates how

star of the
2012 Lon-
don Olym-
pics by her
James Bond
p a r a c h u t e

entrance. It  toped off her
career as a pop icon in a
world starved for moral
leadership.  She helped
transform a crumbling
colonial empire into the
more dynamic British
Commonwealth. By
force of this moral
leadership the former
colony called USA is
entranced with this pop
icon . We became nation
of closet monarchists

Pope Benedict’s reign
boggled with mounting

scandals

ending pre-
emptive male
succession to the
Throne. No
leader dares to
publicly oppose
her : in spite of
rampant sexism
and homophobia
in many of her African
and Asian member
nations.
   Former Pope Bene-
dict’s  reign boggled  with
mounting scandals over
pedophile priests being

fixation of interfering with
foreign governmental
process to promote an
anti choice , homophobic
agenda.  Bishops turned
pulpits into soapboxes. “
Thou shalt vote our way

or face denial of the
sacraments eternal
damnation. “  He bullied
progressive  American  nuns.
   Peace and social
justice issues never got
the attention that lifestyle
issues did. By the end of
his reign American

R o m a n
Catholics were
b e c o m i n g
closet Episco-
palians. They
remained Cath-
olic but believe
in the primacy

of conscience over the
edicts of Rome.  Under
John Paul II about half of
the members had major
differences with Rome
over social issues of
ordaining female priests ,

married clergy, divorce ,
contraception, stem cell
research. abortion  and
LGBT  rights.
   By 2013 the rift was
at about 70 percent!
About 60 percent of
Catholics support
LGBT marriage versus a
50 percent  sup-port
nationwide. The supply
of new priests and nuns
dried up.  Finally the old
theologian became too
sick and tired to provide
any leadership .
    He  abdicated. Ben-
edict may  face criminal
charges for his role in
protecting pedophile
priests.
IT IS BETTER TO WALK
THE WALK THAN TALK
THE TALK  !
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ISQCCBE
(The Court)
By Brooklyn
Steele-Tate

Advertise
513-241-7539

Coronation 22 is
right around the
corner. This year

ober 2-6. Please
check out our
website for updates

organizations to
educate and sup-
port our community.
     We are going to
be out a lot this
month so make
sure you stop in
and see us!
   April 21 is a
fundraiser for the
CNKY Scene Film
Festival. Come out
and get some
popcorn and candy
and watch a show
filled with movie
songs. On April 25
Dennis DeClaire
and his band of
merry Euchre
players will be at
Shooters playing
and donating

Coronation 22

we are
d o i n g
things a
bit dif-
ferent.
O u r
c a n -
didates are select-
ed and were an-
nounced April 5 at
Old Street Saloon!
Each candidate will
be making the
rounds the month
of April to let you
know who they are
and what their
plans are.
   Coronation 22
will be held Oct-

t i m e s
a n d
events!
   In the
meantime
c o m e
out and

give us some
dollars to support
our local charities!
We are continuing
our support of
GLSEN, PFLAG,
AVNK, Caracole
House, HIV Pre-
vention at PPSWO,
the YWCA Breast
Cancer Fund and
Stop-AIDS. Your
dollars helps these

charities.
   Shanice McCoy
Patton will be very
busy the last
weekend of the
month. Friday
April 26 she will be
at Shooters and
April 27 she is at
C&D Bar. Finally
April 28 we will be
at Below Zero to
vote on our
Monarchial Candi-

dates. If you are a
paid member of the
ISQCCBE come out
and vote!about tickets,

money to our local

   Whet your appetite
for the 10th Anni-
versary of the Cin-
cinnati Fringe Festival
with your sneak peak
of the 2013 Cincinnati
Fringe Festival line-
up, Wednesday April
17th. This will be an
opportunity to eat,
drink, be merry, and
begin celebrating the
Cincinnati Fringe

Festival’s 10th
Birthday by perusing
the 2013 festival line-
up. There will also be
a performance from
fringe veteran Kevin
Thornton.
   The announcement
party begins at 6:30
pm and the viewing of
An Evening with
Kevin Thornton will
begin at 8 pm.

Fringe Festival
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Mother Says
By Michael Chanak

Goose

Puppy play & such

Let our readers know
your business welcomes

GLBT people!

Advertise here!
513-241-7539

PFLAG
By Michael Cotrell

Scholarship
appplications
due April 19

See PFLAG, Page 8, Col. 1

   PFLAG of Greater
Cincinnati is ready for the
warm weather!

   What would an old
Goose know?  It started
innocently enough on

known I was in trouble
when Poppa Bear posts
– that it doesn’t “mean
that.”  I was, of course, a
stubborn goose, until he

in red prominently
displayed.
   At a Gay Chamber of
Commerce mingler at the
701 Bar in Covington fall
2012– Poppa introduced
the Goose to Pup Vidhra.
Nice fellow.  I think,
however, my education
will stop there.  Age
sometimes imposes limits
where had I been
younger…well you
know.  I do like my pups.
   This discussion
reminds when I learned
of “Furries” a few years
back from my daughter
Matt Rehkamp at the
Center.  At the time, I
thought a furry was a
plush toy!  Then, again,
after last summer’s
Columbus, Ohio Pride
Celebration, Poppa Bear
took the Goose along,
with a friend.  On the way

home, Mr. Bear thought
that I needed to be re-
educated on the joys of
the Lions Den.  Actually,
it seems the Lions Den,
near Dayton, Ohio on I-
75 called a “super store”
for you “adult needs.”
   Blessed am I have to
have such friends, they
have taught me of puppy
play, furries, and the latest
is when August Garofoli
explained to me the
application of the term
“Jacobs ladder.”  Oh my,
indeed!!
   * Lotessa was named after
two Lesbian friends, a
conjunction of the first names
of friends Lois McGuinness
and Tess Imholt.  Abby was
named after the very popular
character (a blond) Abby
Cunningham from Knots
Landing played by Donna
Mills.

Facebook
last summer.
I noticed
that a grand
s t r a i g h t
couple by
the name of Lindsay
Nicole and Brandon
Jeffrey Frimming posted
a picture of their sweet
baby Chihuahua.
   So, when I saw the
Frimming’s cuddling with
their baby Chihuahua – I
post “awe – puppy play.”
Now, until very recently,
I defined puppy play as
cuddling under the
blankets with your small
pet.  I should have

explained
that it was
when one
person takes
on the role
of a pup or

dog, another takes that of
the handler or trainer….
Oops.  Sometimes, I
really should listen
SOONER.
   My education ex-
panded when Poppa
hung a “puppy play” flag
on the Center’s front
window during North-
siders PRIDE August
2012!  Gosh, they even
have a flag with the blue-
black stripes and a bone

Scholarship
time is
here! If
you are a
h i g h
s c h o o l
senior or
an adult continuing their
education please visit our
website and download
our scholarship appli-
cation. All applications
are due April 19 and
winners will be selected
and awarded in June at
our monthly meeting. If
you would like to
donate to our scholar-
ship program, please
send a check or money
order to PO Box 19634
Cincinnati OH 45202.
A letter of donation
can be sent if needed.
   PFLAG of Greater
Cincinnati will be hosting

the Annual State
Conference on April 13,
2013. The State Con-
ference is an annual event
held in one Ohio city
each year. This year’s
conference will held at

The Gar-
field Inn
and Suites
with regis-
t r a t i o n
from 8
a.m. – 9

a.m. and the conference
beginning at 9 a.m. We
have several guest
speakers from GLSEN,
American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention,
PFLAG National,
T r a n s g e n d e r
presentations, Caracole
House and the HIV
Prevention Specialist at
Planned Parenthood of
Southwest Ohio.
   Cost of the conference
is $25.00 and will include
informational booths,
breakfast and lunch. The
conference will start with

Become a member
of the GLBT News

Advertising Family.
513-241-7539
or 979-4295
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Do I buy a single

family house or...?

Jack
Wolking

  OK! You’ve heard all
the recent news about
how the market is turning

recommendation. With
that information in mind,
call or e.mail to schedule
an appointment.
   Our position as your
Realtor is to be your

make this process one in
which the outcome is not
only satisfactory, yet also
an enjoyable one, as
well. A great Realtor’s
personal goal is to
anticipate your needs
before you even realize
they exist.
   A competent Realtor
will invite you to an initial
consultation. This first
meeting is fairly involved,
so be prepared to spend
one to two hours going
over details and pro-
cedures. Consider it the
professional version of a
“first date”.The purpose
of this consult is to better
acquaint not only your-
selves as individuals, yet

you with the entire
process. Our desire is
not so much to over-
whelm you, as it is to
provide you with greater
comfort with how our
profession and the path
itself, works.
   If you’ve not yet done
so, your Realtor will
provide you with recom-
mendations on lenders for
your use in obtaining a
pre-qualification or pre-
approval, for financing
purposes. These are
professionals with whom
your agent has estab-
lished relationships, who
they know they can count
on for professional,
efficient and detailed

service. The value of a
great Realtor/Lender
relationship cannot be
overstated. It’s the
collaborative effort that
will keep you from pulling
your hair out ( and God
knows we don’t want
that! lol ).
   Your consultation will
include discussion
wherein we learn about

in making this decision;
getting to know you —
your needs, desires, style
of communication and
timeframes for making
this happen.
   On the “technical” side,
the conversation will
evolve into a review of
Buyer Agency & Repre-
sentation, contract
documents, inspections

around and
showing great
signs of stre-
ngth in re-
c o v e r y .
Housing values
are stabilizing and in
some cases, increasing.
And let’s face it, you’re
just tired of “padding
someone else’s pocket”
(that would be your
landlord...) and want to
have a place to call
“home” — your domain
where you have total
control over how you
live. Moreover, you’ve
now gotten a sense of
what type of housing
might work best for your
style of living — condo,
single-family or a mutli-
family house. So...what’s
the next step?
   Find a Realtor. Speak
with those you know,
whose opinions you trust,
to learn of their ex-
periences with the agent
who represented them —
especially if they just came
through the purchase of
a property. Ask what
they thought were the
strong points ( and, if so,
any weaknesses ) of their
Realtor.
   Be direct and ask if
their experience would
lead to making a

advocate - not
only in your
search - yet
through all
aspects of the
process down

to closing. We are your
eyes and ears to the
market. The strength and
knowledge to aid you,
not only in finding the right
abode, yet in negotiating
every aspect of the
transaction to the best of
our abilities, on your
behalf. Our goal is to

what’s important to you See Wolking, Page 8, Col. 1
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Brandon & Patti Wiers
Every Sunday

The Gathering provides
stimulus to the head, heart and

will to reach outward.

A church community
that respects diversity

as much as you do.
     536 Linton Street

at Reading Road, Avondale
www.firstuu.com

9 and 11 a.m.. Sunday—Service and Religious Education
Welcoming Congregation

Childcare, Accessible, Audio Enhanced

Allen

By Karen Allen

Taking somebody’s word
   What would you do if you were
taking a college course and one day

because they’re wrong?  Would you feel
confident that you had the truth, or would
you question if what you were being taught
was really the correct information?
   Likewise, as Christians we would be
foolish to believe one preacher’s
interpretation of a Bible text and denounce
all others because he says anyone who
doesn’t agree with him is wrong.  Yet this
is exactly what most Christians do.
Compounding the problem is the fact that
most Christians, even those life-long pew-
dwellers, do not read their Bibles.  Most
don’t have a clue where to look up even
the most well-known verses.  But hey, it’s
a big book with strange words, right?  Who
wouldn’t want to sit back and let the
preacher tell them what it says?  Someone
who wants to be able to tell the truth about
God, that’s who.
   I’m not saying don’t trust your preacher.
I’m saying that everything in the Bible has
an historical and cultural context and
meaning, and the only correct interpretation
is one based on those facts.  Jesus said

during the lecture the
professor warned you
that other profs might
disagree with what he is
teaching, but that you
should ignore them

we’re to love the Lord
our God with all our
heart, soul, and mind.
(Matthew 22:37)
   To love God with your
mind means that you
don’t check your brain at
the door of the church, or
before you open your
Bible.  Solomon wrote in
the first chapter of
Proverbs: A wise man
will hear, and will
increase learning; and a
man of understanding
shall attain to wise
counsels…  but fools
despise wisdom and
instruction.  Also in
chapter 12 Solomon
wrote: …the way of a
fool seems right to him.
In other words, it’s
possible for a fool to
believe with every fiber

of his being that he is
right, but that doesn’t
mean he is.
Somewhere along the
line many Christian
decided that to “walk by
faith and not by sight” (2
Corinthians 5:7) means
to accept what you hear
about God instead of
actually getting to know
him.  That’s called being
a fool.
   You wouldn’t (well,
you shouldn’t) listen to
anyone who tells you to
ignore all other teaching
on a subject that is
important to you.
Rather, you learn all you
can by exploring all
available resources and
then choosing what is
right based on evidence.
What the Bible has to say

is very important; too
important to simply take
someone else’s word for it.

   Ronald Reagan's
daughter Patti Davis, 60,
told The New York
Times that her father
would have supported
marriage equality and
“been puzzled” by the
opposition to same-sex
marriage.
   Davis cited Reagan's
“distate for government
intrusion into private
lives,” as well as his Hol-
lywood connections and
close friendship with a
Lesbian Couple that his
children affectionately re-
ferred to as their aunts as
reasons she believed her
father would have been
in favor of Gay Marriage,

Reagan would have
supported Gay

Marriage
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Come visit us!
169 W. McMillan

513-961-6111
Hey!

“Moppin Mamas”
Let Us Get Your House Clean for the Holidays.
Honest, Reliable Women. Lot’s of Experience.

We Actually Like To Clean! Call Karen
513-979-4295

www.virginiaplace.co  |  513-290-0132

Build your dream home

LOTS FOR SALE
Live close to it all in this new 2012 CiTiRAMA 
Northside community. Secure your lot today.

NORTHSIDE

Did you
know?
By Christa

Curfiss

PFLAG—from Page 4

Language
Language
*The title for my column
last week was misprinted.
It should have read,
“Her/Hirs/
H i s t o r y ”
(“hirs” is a
g e n d e r -
n e u t r a l
pronoun.)
   Does it matter that the
U.S. Constitution uses
only male pronouns?
Does it matter that the
words of justice chiseled
into stone on the exterior
of the Hamilton County
courthouse only pertain
to men?  Does it matter
that when speaking of
female identified athletes,
firefighters, carpenters,
artists, scientists, musi-
cians, etc., typically
people are sure to
indicate, “female athlete,
woman firefighter, lady
carpenter,...”.  However,
men are just called
athletes, firefighters,
carpenters, etc.  Our
society still makes a male
as-sumption and treats
non-males as an oddity.
All of this reinforces the
gender binary.  A fictitious
dived that forces us to
categorize ourselves
under labels defined by

others.  Language usage
does matter.  It is the
means by which we
articulate our world as it

is and as we
want it to be.
   (Editor’s
Note: This
is why a
c o l u m n
such as this

is important.  It gives
the columist the
opportunity to correct a
computer’s spell check
and an editor who has
never seen the word
hirs before.)

Plumbers & Pipefitters
Local 392 & the entire
local Building Trades.
   Because the parade’s
decision was inconsistent
with the City’s own non-
discrimination policy and
the City currently
subsidies the parade by
paying police detail and
street closings, Chris
Seelbach. an openly Gay

irement of the deal)
that the recipient
adhere to the City’s
non-discrimination
policy.
   Seelbach said, “This
kind of action is
important as we continue
to make Cincinnati a city
where all people feel
welcome and valued.
We’ve made great strides
on issues of diversity,
especially with the LGBT
community. In the last
year, we extended health
benefits to all 5,000+
City employees and
created the first ever
LGBT Police liaison.”

City Council member,
drafted a motion (which
a majority of his col-
leagues have signed):
   Requires all future
parades receiving a
financial subsidy from
the City to agree, in
writing, to adhere to
the City’s non-
discrimination policy
throughout the event.
The motion also
requires that, in all
economic development
deals and other
taxpayer subsidized
financial incentives,
the City include a
clause (as a requ-

Parade—from Page 1
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and their purpose in the
process. “Personal vs.
Real” property, insurance
and tips on what to do to
maximize the value to you
of home ownership are
all of prime importance to
you and your future
investment.
   If you think this
discourse applies only to
first-time buyers, think
again. For those who
have been through this
before, it’s equally
important to learn what in
our industry has changed
since you last purchased
or sold. The changes
which have occurred in
the last four years alone
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Wolking—from Page 5 are staggering!
   When your Realtor
invites you to this
consultation, do the right
thing for yourself and
accept. Better to start off
on solid ground than to
learn the changes mid-
stream.
   As always, we’re here
to support you and to be
a source for any
questions you may have
or additional information
you may need. And,
should you have a topic
you’d like to see ad-
dressed in this column,
speak up — let us know!
Please feel free to reach
us at 513-527-3800 or
Jack@TheWolkingTeam.com

PFLAG—from Page 4

a registration from 8
a.m.-9 a.m. and will end
at 4 p.m.
   Please visit our website
www.pflag-cinci.org
and look under the
Conference tab for more
details. A timeline of
events will be posted
shortly.
   PFLAG is also gearing
up for the 40th anni-
versary to celebrate
PRIDE 2013 at Sawyer
Point and co-hosting a
booth with GLSEN at the

Black Family Reunion.
Stop by our booth and
check us out!
   As always PFLAG
meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at the Mt.
Auburn Presbyterian
Church. Our meetings
begin at 7 p.m. with a
social time and usually
ends around 9:30 p.m.
We try to incorporate a
program/speaker in each
meeting.
   Please check us out on
facebook or our website
for more information.

We hope your day
is going GREAT!!!


