
 
 
 
 

APRIL “Dancing Fools”  
DANCE  

with our fav DJ Kim! 
Please join us for a potluck dinner & 
dance the 1st Saturday of April, the 
2nd. Bring a dish to share for dinner, 
meet interesting lesbians, 7:30 p.m. 
The “April Dancing Fools” segment 
begins at 9:00 p.m. Donation of $10-
$20; remember this is a FUNdRaiser 
to pay the Archives' rent for the rest 
of the year. The event is in the 
basement eating area of Clifton 
United Methodist Church, 3416 
Clifton Ave (corner of Clifton & 
Senator). Come in the glass doors 
facing Senator Place. 

IMPORTANT LINKS TO 
LESBIAN GROUPS & EVENTS! 

* Ohio Lesbian Festival - Sept 9-11, 
2011 – near Columbus,  Ohio  
http://ohiolesbianfestival.wordpress.c
om 
* Michigan Womyn's Music Festival 
– August 2-7, 2011  
http://www.michfest.com/festival 
* National Center for Lesbian 
Rights, helps you understand the 
issues and get accurate legal 
information. 
www.nclrights.org 
* National Lesbian Longitudinal 
Family Study,  pdf reports on lesbian 
parents and children, longest-running 
investigation of American lesbian 
mothers and their children.  
www.nllfs.org 

STUDENT 
INTERNS 

 

 
 
 
 

Earn college credit working in one of 
only four lesbian archives in the US.  
Contact us if you are interested in 
designing your own independent 
study program at OLA. Students 

from UC, Miami University, XU and 
UK have all taken advantage of this 
unique learning experience.  We are 
willing to work with your schedule!  

513-256-7695 (phebe) 
 
 

ohiolesbianarchives@yahoo.com 
 
 

Ohio Lesbian Archives 

PO Box 20075 
Cincinnati, OH 45220 
Phebe's View 

I can't believe it's 2011 and I just 
turned an Aquarian version of 61 
(young for my age and forward 
thinking)! 
Lately, I've been wondering why 
more people don't use the Archives. 
Yes, Google search will pull up a lot 
of items. True, we can find books 
and magazines on lgbt people in 
bookstores.  
BUT YOU CAN'T FIND THE KIND 
OF THINGS THE ARCHIVES HAS. 
My longtime friend and activist and 
co-director of these archives—Vic—
remembers going to the downtown 
public library and looking in the old 
card catalog. She found only a few 
reference books on gay people and 
they told lies. They were not in the 
words of actual gays or lesbians. 
Radcliffe Hall's Well of Loneliness 
ended with the protagonist begging 
for acceptance. This, alas, was a 
turning point but still sad. 
What does the Ohio Lesbian 
Archives offer?  
Besides hundreds of books by and 
about lesbians, OLA has files on 
many Greater Cincinnati lgbt 
organizations. We have magazines, 
fliers, photographs, vinyl and cd 
recordings of lesbian musicians, 
videos, and more. Did you realize 
that most fliers don't include the year 
an event happened? Of course when 
you see it, you know it's that year but 
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later, when archivists save it, we 
have to figure out what year that 
coffeehouse, concert, or 
demonstration occurred. Luckily, we 
have old issues of DINAH and the 
GLBT News to help. I've saved old 
paper calendars which have proved 
very useful for helping me with my 
memoir of lesbian events.  
WE NEED:  Someone to help us 
unbox our treasures / file papers / do 
an inventory of our magazines / 
assist with an online catalog / create 
a web page for us / come and say 
ooh and ahh and remind us we're not 
crazy for saving all this stuff!!! OLA 
is one of only four lesbian archives 
in the U.S. 
We have fun at the Archives—really.  
Remember, it's not a job. You can 
choose your hours, you can leave 
when you want. What you will get 
back, what you will learn, the feeling 
of empowerment you gain from 
being in such a special library and 
oasis cannot have a dollar amount 
assigned to it. 
Hope to hear from some of you! 
Phebe, Co-director of OLA 
ohiolesbianarchives@yahoo.com 
(513) 256-7695 
***************************** 
Letter to Ohio Lesbian Archives 
Hello Phebe and Victoria, 
I just wanted to send an email after 
talking to Phebe on the phone today. 
I would love to keep in touch with 
you and share information with you 
too. . . . . I wish you the best and 
thanks for keeping it all alive as it is 
so important, as you know! Talk to 
you soon, 
Angela Brinskele, The Mazer 
Lesbian Archives 

West Hollywood, California 
www.mazerlesbianarchives.org 

Co-Director Victoria Ramstetter 
meets the Dalai Lama  

!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Yes, it's true—your eyes are not 
deceiving you. Vic was fortunate 
enough to hold hands with the Dalai 
Lama when he received an award 
from the National Underground 
Railroad and Freedom Center in 
Cincinnati recently. You never know 
where you'll find us Archives' 
women out in the community! We 
considered this contact to be a 
blessing. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
Greater Cincinnati's Stories 
Project 
is a multi-year oral history project 
looking at school experiences around 
sexual orientation and gender 
identity/expression. Phebe attended 
The Stories Project: Kickoff Mixer 
and consented to a question & 
answer interview by video right there 
in the halls of the Clifton Cultural 
Center. 
Josh Wagoner dreamed up the 
Stories Project a couple of years ago 
as a way to learn and show in more 
immediate ways what LGBTQ and 
straight allies go through in schools, 
and what people can do to create a 
better climate. There will be several 
phases. The first one is looking at 
experiences of students in school 
now or in the last 7 years vs. 
experiences of people who were in 
school 40+ years ago. 
Thanks to Shawn, the first phase of 
the project is being led by a team 
service project of Public Allies 
Cincinnati. The Allies are creating a 
short video to be shown at GLSEN 
Greater Cincinnati's Prom on May 7. 
If you're in one of the two groups I 
mentioned above -- so if you're in 
high school now or in the past 7 
years, or were in high school 40+ 
years ago – consider contacting Josh 



 
 
 
 

to participate in this project. 
[OLA will pass information on to 
Josh or you can reach him through 
Facebook] 

 


