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sexual orientation. 
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advertising. This edition  
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found online as a digital 
PDF version at CNKYScene.
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CNKY Scene
PO Box 12285
Covington, KY 41012
CNKYScene.com
513.309.9729
A guide to what is going on  
around town.

BARS/NIGHTLIFE
701 Bar 
701 Bakewell St. Covington
859.431.7011
701bar.com

Adonis The Nightclub 
4601 Kellogg Ave. Cincinnati 
513.871.1542
adonisthenightclub.com

Bar Monet 
9th & Willard Covington
859.491.2403

Below Zero Lounge
1120 Walnut St., Cincinnati
513.421.9376
belowzerolounge.com

The Cabaret 
1122 Walnut St., Cincinnati
513.284.2050
cabaretcincinnati.com

Dock Complex
603 W. Pete Rose Way
513.241.5623

Pike Street Lounge
266 Pike St., Covington

Rosies 
643 Bakewell St., Covington  
859.291.9707

Serpent
4042 Hamilton Ave., Cincinnati 
513.681.6969

Shooters 
927 Race St., Cincinnati
513.381.9900

Wunderbar
1132 Lee St., Covington, KY

Yadda Club
404 Pike St., Covington, KY

NON-PROFITS
Caracole House 
1821 Summit Rd., Cincinnati
513.761.1480
caraole.org

Planned Parenthood of SW Ohio
220 Findlay St., Cincinnati
513-421-AIDS (2437)
plannedparenthood.org/swoh

PET FRIENDLY 
Strasse Dog
605 Main St., Covington
859.431.7387 (PETS)

RESTAURANTS
Chez Nora
530 Main St., Covington, KY
859.491.8027 
cheznora.com 

SALONS
Noahs Art Salon
613 Main St., Covington
859.491.9888
noahsartky.com

Ritual
645 Main St., Covington
859.491.3875
ritualsalonky.com

SERVICES
A Catered Affair
513.827.9022
acateredaffair.com

Berman Printing
513.562.9031
Bermanprinting.com

Imagine That Space
513.917.2996
ImagineThatSpace.com

IT Foresight
513.274.5555
itforesight.com

J.T. Ellis Banquet Hall
402 Main Cross St., Ghent
502.525.3567
jtellisbanquethall.com

SHOPPING
45/46
2719 Erie Ave. Cincinnati
513.257.0259

Galerie
3380 Langley Dr., Hebron 
859.538.8080
galerieusa.com

Hustler Hollywood
16 E. 7th St., Cincinnati
513.376.9449
Hustlerstore.com

Knickers XY
2717 Erie Ave. Cincinnati
513.257.0256
knickersxy.com

Niche Motors
32 Kenton Lands Rd 
859.444.8575
nichemotors.com

Pure Romance by Tisa
Tisa Powell
513.482.0907
tisapowell.pureromance.com

SPIRITUAL
Fusion Families
513.621.7500
Fusionnati.org
MyShalomFamily.org

WELLNESS
Cosmetic Laser Institute
513.221.1111 Cincinnati
859.442.9000 NKY
LookYourBestNow.com

Fit N 40
Larry Johnson
info@over40nfit.com
513.281.2580
Over40nft.com

Matthew J. Wells
513.803.6366
MatthewJWells.com

Northern Kentucky Health
610 Medical Village Drive
859.341.4264
nkyhealth.org

Solid Training LLC.
5515 Bridgetown Rd., Cincinnati
trainsolid@gmail.com
513.325.6282
solidcincinnati.com
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LGBT Film Festival 2012

TM

JULY 20-22 2012
FOLLOW ONLINE FOR

MORE DETAILS
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Growing up in Southern California 
there wasn’t much I hadn’t seen or 
learned to accept about other people 
by high school. I grew up in a  
household where everything was 
up for discussion no matter how 
taboo. I was raised being talked to 
and treated as an adult, a nurturing 
environment where questions and 
opinions were welcome. Yet deep 
down there was one thing I never 
would bring myself to ask, a topic I 
never saw an opportunity to bring up 
around the dinner table. As a matter 
of fact I learned all I could about gay 
culture from shows like “Will & Grace” 
and the internet, not very informative 
sources.

The first time I even brought up 
homosexuality was on the way home 
from graduation. I was in the car with 
my mother, cap and gown clad, and I 
saw two girls walking down the steet 
holding hands and I said something 
like “did you see those two girls?”

It’s easy to take for granted how far 
gay culture has come in the last 
50 years or even one’s lifetime. But 
I hope, like me, in some respect 
people realize being gay went from 
something no one talked about to a 
community of its own. A community 
with its own traditions and its own 
holidays even above all the  
transnational Gay Pride Celebration. 
Unlike most holidays that are created 
to celebrate a death or an event Pride 
is unique in the aspect it was created 
and continues to celebrate above all 
things LIFE.

PRIDE for me is being proud of who 
you are, who you’ve been, and  
everything that you will do or achieve 
to get to who you will be the rest of 
your life. For me it serves as a yearly 
reminder of even though each of our 
paths are unique and not all of us 
have gotten here the same way the 
important thing is that we got there. 

Whether you are there inclusively or 
in support of another the fact that 
we are assembling as a number as 
a group is something 50 years ago 
wouldn’t have happened. Each  
generation has built on the other  
adding and collaborating to create 
and carry on traditions.

PAST- pride reminds me to be proud 
of my scars whether they are mental 
or physical because they remind 
me of where I’ve been and what 
I’ve survived. I rather die covered in 
scars for things I’ve tried and failed 
at then to not have tried and not be 
the person I am today. Remember 
those LGBT icons and forefathers that 
have fought, or in some cases died, 
to pave the way for our rights, and 
laws to protect me in some cases that 
without their courage and sacrifice 
wouldn’t be in place today. This is 
everything that has brought me to 
who I am in the PRESENT. 

Today Pride reminds me that how 
lucky I am to have the people I have 
in my life, to have my health, and the 
opportunities I’ve been given. Includ-
ing the courage and power I have 
been given to stand up for what I 
believe in and not be judged only by 
who and how I love someone.  
Everything done in the past has 
made it so it’s easier and safer to 
come out in the 21st century and how 
it is important to be an active part In 
molding how this country sees and to 
fight for our rights for the FUTURE- 

Pride brings the promise that in the 
future we will still be a voice to be 
heard, a group to assemble, and 
a force to be reckoned with as the 
LGBT culture moves forward through 
history.

What PRIDE Means to Me.	 	 	 	
	 									 	 	 	 -Mathew	Mitchell

Mat submitted this years PRIDE 
cover photography themed 

“What does PRIDE mean to me?”
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Thank you all for the support from 
my first article.  I have been asked to 
write a monthly column devoted to the 
less PC side of gay life, and giving 
me free reign with an open  
commentary and no limits. We 
encourage you to write in with a topic 
or question you’d like me to answer. 
Think of me as your Dear Abby meets 
Andy Rooney, with a tawdry side. Oh 
if the Republican’s got ahold of this, 
they’d have a field day!

Have you ever tried to write a column 
shitballs drunk? It’s not as easy as it 
sounds. I’m half a bottle in of my old 
favorite,  Bulleit Bourbon. It’s a little 
harder to write this column today, as 
I’m still mourning the death of my 
beloved grandmother, Ruth. Thank 
you all very much for the support over 
the past few weeks. Hell, according 
to Jimmy (my BF) I’m a handful drunk. 
Most of you know that, as you’ve 
drank with me, on one or more 
occasion. If you haven’t, just ask 
Nigel, JC, or Matt at Below Zero 
Lounge. Love those guys! 

So let’s get at the matter at hand. 
Here’s a list of things it takes to be 
The Dann during those tawdry days 
of being ornery or just not giving a 
fuck. These are daily items needed to 
operate under the tawdriness,  
debauchery, and down right hell  
raising that I do.

The Top Five List
1. Condoms: Preferably. the #1 
trusted brand, Trojan. Why? They 
fit my legendary member how they 
should. I’ve never had one break, or 
had any concerns. Remember, you 
get what you pay for. I like the best. 
Never leave home without at least 3. 
You never know when it could be a 
busy day.

2. Sunglasses:  Big ones. When you 
leave the house, after a night out 
raising hell, your eyes are gonna hurt. 
Bloodshot, under eye bags, or maybe 
even a black eye. You need to protect 
those beautiful blues. Have you ever 
tried to do the walk of shame without 
sunglasses? I don’t advise it.  
 
3. Audi keys: The Dann only drives 

Audi’s and other German brands. If 
your gonna be a playboy, make sure 
it’s ready to make a statement. When 
your at a bar with a chick or a dude 
(in my case) placing keys next to 
your drink is a subtle way to show you 
have class, and taste. 

4. A good bartender: Let’s face it. If 
you’re going to be a bad boy, Charlie 
Sheen-ing poonhound, you must 
have a good bartender. I prefer Matt 
Pappert of Below Zero Lounge fame. 
A good bartender will have a drink 
ready when you  walk in the door to 
make you look like your important, 
listen to how big of a prick your boss 
is, or give you the dish on who’s the 
newest catch to fuck that night. A 
good bartender is worth their weight 
in gold...and have you seen the price 
of gold lately?

5. Bourbon: When I say bourbon, I 
don’t mean that fucking well shit that 
some of you try to trick my palate with 
as a cruel joke. Haven’t you realized 
my tongue has been in a lot of dark 
places but can still taste a good  
bourbon a mile away? Let’s  
get something straight, I ONLY drink 
Kentucky bourbon. 

Oh, there is so much more, but these 
are some of the top things it takes to 
be The Dann on a daily basis. I never 
said it was easy being me. Now as I 
approach another weekend, I leave 
you with one question. What  
shenanigans will I do next?

Have questions? Comments? Are you 
concerned like Republican’s that this 
column might turn your children or 
dog gay? Write to me at  
Dann@CNKYScene.com and I might 
just respond in print. I welcome your 
emails!

Take care, and may God bless you 
and your family.
-D

Under the Hood with “The Dann”	 							 	
	 	 	 	 	 		-Dann	Schlachter,	NICHE	Motors

NICHEMOTORS.COM
JUST A GOOD DEAL. PERIOD.

859.444.8575





TM

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
c

n
ky

sc
e

n
e

.c
o

m

The CMC’s “It Gets Better” concert 
is a joint venture between the CMC 
and the “It Gets Better” Campaign 
(Savage Love, LLC) to help reach 
out to those who are experiencing 
bullying, discrimination, hate, and 
violence simply for being who they 
were born to be.  The “It Gets Better” 
campaign, through its founder, Dan 
Savage, has spear-headed the de-
velopment of thousands of You-Tube 
videos, lectures, media materials, and 
educational programs aimed at youth 
and adults alike who are experiencing 
bullying and/or internal self-struggles 
due to their sexual orientation.   
Several high-profile gay bullying/ 
discrimination cases here in Ohio 
have hit the national spotlight; from  
a gay youth being beaten and bullied 
in a Cillicothe, Ohio high school, to  
another who was prevented from 
wearing a T-shirt professing his 
stance against GLBT bullying on 
GLSEN’s National Day of Silence.  
Unfortunately, the reality of the  
bullying situation in Ohio is that it is 
amongst the nation’s worst states for 
GLBT protection, making the work 
being done by the “It Gets Better” 
campaign as well as the Cincinnati 
Men’s Chorus all the more necessary.

The music selected for this concert is 
a unique blend of messages which 
focus on the internal and external 
struggles of the GLBT community as 
it responds to these unfortunate  
facets of their existence.  Of particu-
lar interest is the CMC’s presentation 
of only the second performance of 
Stephen Schwartz’s new and  
ground-breaking work “Testimony;” 
a work which is constructed around  
actual texts from various “It Gets  
Better” videos.  The CMC was 
granted an exemption to perform 
the work prior to its publication by 

Stephen Schwartz himself, follow-
ing its premier by the San Francisco 
Gay Men’s Chorus last month.  This 
beautifully poignant work will move 
the audience as no song has before, 
when it comes to the relevant subject 
of GLBT bullying and self-struggle.  
Other songs include the anthem 
“Proud”, popularized by the TV series 
“Queer as Folk”, “You Could Never 
Shame Me” from Kander and Ebb’s 
Kiss Of The Spider Woman, Broad-
way’s “Keep It Gay” and “If You Were 
Gay”, as well as several of today’s 
popular anthems, such as Katy  
Perry’s “Firework”, Mariah Carey’s 
“Can’t Take That Away”, and Lady 
GaGa’s ever-relevant “Born This 
Way”.  

The CMC’s “It Gets Better” concert 
weekend of June 23 & 24 highlights 
the chorus’ participation in the larger 
Cincinnati Pride celebration.  Keep 
an eye open for the CMC as they 
participate in a variety of Pride Week 
events, including performing with 
Amy and Freddy at the 20th Century 
Theater on June 26th, sing at the 
Interfaith Pride Service on June 28th, 
and march in the Gay Pride parade 
on Saturday, June 30th.  On Monday, 
July 1, the chorus will cross the 
Ohio and perform at Goebel Park 
in Northern Kentucky as part of the 
NKY Pride Celebration.  I would like 
to send a special thank you out to 
all of the chorus’ many supporters 
and benefactors, and look forward 
to seeing everyone as we continue 
our work to create a more tolerant 
and loving community here in the 
Tri-State.

-Dr. Casey J. Hayes, Artistic  
Director Cincinnati Men’s Chorus

It Gets Better	-Dr.	Casey	J.	Hayes,	Cincinnati	Men’s	Chorus

cincinnatimenschorus.org

Sunday, June 10th 
7:30 to 9PM
Visit online for more 
details and ticket info.
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Everyone has at least one fond 
memory of an event they attended 
that stands out in their mind. Take a 
beautiful drive south from Cincinnati 
Ohio down highway 42 or North from 
Louisville, Kentucky.  Midway  
between these two cities you will  
find the quaint river town of Ghent,  
Kentucky. A Gay owned and operated 
business awaits you in Ghent capable 
of making that stand out event  
come true. 
 
Have you ever said to your partner 
“we should get married?” David 
Hendren and business partner Rick 
Whitfill, both Kentucky natives spent 
16 years in Atlanta working for an 
events facility. The duo did DJ gigs 
for weddings and parties while  
longing to have their own facility. That 
dream came true beginning with the 
move back to Kentucky and  
purchasing the Poets House B&B 
in 2005. The B&B was worn and in 
need of repairs. The business was 
closed and remodeled still keeping 
the warm and elegant atmosphere 
of a federal style home built in 1863. 
The Poets House, along with being 
on the National register, is a Kentucky 
designated landmark.
 
The love of entertaining Southern 
style did not stop with the B&B. In 
2007 a absent church was purchased 
around the corner from the B&B and 
after a year long extensive renovation 
became the JT Ellis Banquet Hall. The 
Chamber of Commerce presented 
the beautification award to the hall 
in 2008 for the best new business 
in Carroll County. The banquet hall 
serves as a perfect “Gone With The 
Wind” backdrop for events.
 
David, a passionate contractor 
among other things, has a strong  
desire to give back and cater to 
the Gay and Lesbian community. In 
December of 2011 David married his 
partner Glen Howard in the banquet 
hall. Telling everyone who will listen 
“we have a facility for people like 
ourselves to make a commitment to 
each other.” We are very in tune to 

the rights of the GLBT community 
to marry. The banquet hall is a full 
service facility providing, caterers, 
an in house DJ, floral service and 
just about anything you can imagine. 
When we had our ceremony I wanted 
people to leave with a warm fuzzy 
feeling…and they did! We offer an  
antique gazebo or the beautiful 
church turned banquet Hall.
 
In 2009 another adjoining property 
was purchased. A 1889 14 room 
house  from that property Sycamore 
Bend Plantation was born. The  
plantation offers another guest room 
to the B&B as well as a ballroom and 
dining room for largest events.
 
There is an exhausting amount of 
work that goes into each and every 
event we produce. Our reward is  
seeing people enjoy themselves.  I 
love seeing our clients and their 
guests living it up and knowing we 
did the best job we are capable of 
doing. The relaxed and beautiful  
historical atmosphere really does 
make every occasion memorable.
 
The business now offers a place for 
the Gay and Lesbian community to 
have weddings, commitment  
ceremonies, reunions with friends 
and family, retreats just to get away 
from it all, bear weekends, and to 
enjoy antiquing in nearby Madison 
Indiana or maybe gambling at nearby 
Belterra Casino. My favorite thing 
is sitting on the deck overlooking 
the river, relaxing and watching the 
barges go by or enjoying one of our 
many porches. You will enjoy all this 
and our all new outdoor room  
complete with wood burning  
fireplace.
 
So next time you think of any event or 
just a weekend get away for the two 
of you call us and see what our sweet 
Southern hospitality is all about. 
Please visit our websites:  
jtellisbanquethall.com or  
poetshousebb.com. We can be 
reached by phone @ 502-525-3567 
or 502-347-0135.

Southern Hospitality	-David	Hendren



*Open to households in Greater Cincinnati in which one adult is Jewish 
and the other isn’t, or in which one or both have converted to Judaism

Fusion is an initiative of The Mayerson Foundation

A series of beautiful ritual items will be sent to your home throughout the year

Now you can turn Yours and Mine into Ours!

6 FREE GIFTS!
Explore what role Judaism can play in your lives.

You’re Jewish... 
Your partner’s not*...
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Open to households in Greater Cincinnati with children 18 months and younger 
in which at least one parent is Jewish
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“It’s not always easy for one couple 
from two different religious  
backgrounds to turn ‘yours and mine’ 
into ‘ours,’” explains Julie Robenson, 
Program coordinator for Fusion 
Family, an initiative of the Jewish 
community for couples in blended 
relationships. “Whether one partner 
was born Jewish, and the other either 
converted to Judaism, is exploring 
his or her options or is comfortable 
with the way things are, being part of 
a ‘blended’ family can have its share 
of challenges. That’s why we created 
Fusion Family,” she explains. “It’s the 
perfect ‘no strings’ way for young 
families to meet others just like  
themselves, learn a little bit -or a little 
bit more- about Jewish customs,  
rituals and traditions, socialize with 
one another, and have a great time!”

Fusion Family is an initiative of The 
Mayerson Foundation and offers free 
events throughout the year  
attracting upwards of 150 or more 
people.  Some have included: 
Shabbat-a-Waname, a tradi-
tional camp-style Shabbat dinner at 
Lakeside Lodge in Sharon Woods 
where families enjoyed a camp-style 
Shabbat dinner under the stars, Love 
and Knishes: Families Cookin’ Up 
Jewish Dishes, a hands-on cooking 
event in a private venue where kids 
and their parents got to make and eat 
three traditional foods typically served 
on Passover, The High Holiday 
Honeybee Buzz About, an 
engaging event focused on the Jew-
ish New Year, Sunday Under the Sea 
at Newport Aquarium which focused 
on tzedakah and giving, and the  
recent Beary Merry Monkey 
Mitzvah, a holiday event at Build-a-
Bear where children learned what a  
“mitzvah” is and about the  
importance of helping others. 

“Our different religions were never an 
issue for my partner and me… until 

we had our first child,” says  
Margaret Cohen. “Suddenly it  
mattered a lot. The only problem 
was, we didn’t belong to a church or 
temple, and didn’t know how to get 
started. That’s when we heard about 
Fusion Family,” she explains. “Now 
we are exploring how Judaism can 
play a role in our family’s life. Plus, 
we’ve met a lot of other families who 
are in the process of making the 
same kind of decisions. Fusion has 
really made a big difference for us!”
     
Fusion Family also offers the New 
Traditions Tool Kit program, a series 
of FREE no-strings-attached gifts to 
help blended families incorporate 
Jewish holidays and customs into 
their homes. They include ritual items, 
recipes, books and other resources, 
as well as easy to follow step-by-
step guides for those who want to 
try starting something new, or just 
learning something they didn’t know 
before. The New Traditions Tool Kits, 
as well as the Fusion Family events, 
are free and open to families with 
children 12 and younger in which one 
parent is Jewish and the other is not, 
or in which one or both parents have 
converted to Judaism.  
 
For more information about this and 
other Fusion Family events and 
resources, visit www.fusionnati.org or 
call Julie at 513-703-3343.

Introducing Fusion: A	Perfect	Blending	
of	Backgrounds	and	Traditions	for		
Interfaith	Families

fusionnati.org
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TOO BOLD
TO BE
COLD

2717 Erie Ave l Cincinnati, OH 45238 l Hyde Park Square

 l 
UNDERWEAR
SKINCARE
DENIM
SPORTSWEAR
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Extraordinary moments.
Extraordinary photography.

photography by denianne gardner

www.zphotography.meZ photography




















