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The Southern Midwest’s Largest Gay & Lesbian News Source!

Inside Headlines...
** Cincinnati Community Centre Changes Focus (Page 9) 
** Kentucky Fairness Hires Western Director (Page 10)
** Woodmansee Announces For Judge (Page 15)
** Dayton’s MJ’s Is On The Move (See Page 64)

Bag Ladies 
On The 
Prowl...

501 Eagle 
Chooses 
New Cub & 
Bear
INDIANAPOLIS—It was contest 
time at the 501 Eagle recently-
and when the dust had cleared, 
Nathan Chalgren had been 
named the new Mr. 501 Cub, 
while Benjamin Benton took 
this year’s bear prize. See Page 
62 for more of Arthur Nelson 
Wood III’s Word photos.

INDIANAPOLIS—Young & “ma-
ture”, virgin rider & long-termer, 
the annual Bag Lady Bus Tour 
took to the streets to raise funds 
for HIV/AIDS recently. See more 
of Brenda Havens’ Word photos 
inside on Pages 42 & 43.
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist
Please Continue On Page 22

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2013 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               
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YOUR
CORNERBarbara J. Baird

ATTORNEY AT LAW

As you celebrate the season and all it represents,
remember to celebrate the beauty of your own spirit.

No two
are exactly
alike…

…but all are
beautiful.

HOLIDAY GOODIES

The religious holidays are right around the corner and here’s a list of goodies for your 
favourite politicos...feel free to add or subtract:

—State Supt. Of Public Instruction Glenda Ritz: Patience.  In truckloads.
   
—Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard: A beautiful floral bouquet. Every week throughout 
2014. You can disagree with him on a multitude of issues, but he has steadfastly and 
loudly proclaimed his affinity for Indy’s lesbian, gay, bi & trans community during 
recent months. His volume has given many Republicans an umbrella under which to 
stand to avoid the crap-storm they sometimes get from their far right. 
 
—Indiana House Speaker Brian Bosma: Wisdom. Compassion.  

—Indiana Senate President Pro Tempore David Long: Ditto above. Tripled.

—Indiana’s Legislature: A strong constitution to enable them to leave our constitution 
alone.
   
—Marion County Clerk Beth White: Luck.  
   
—Indiana Secretary of State Connie Lawson: Best wishes for a mediocre voter turnout.
   
—Indiana’s Mayors: Continued best wishes to get the real work of government 
completed. Things like picking up trash, paving streets, building roads, sidewalks 
.....a good number of them stood up for equality too, and sent a strong message to our 
legislature in late November: equality is a welcome sign, not a doormat.
   
—Illinois’ legislature: A big shoulder on which all of their neighbouring states gay, 
lesbian, bui & trans allies can cry. Bold action means equality for the Illini State by 
June, 2014. A bitter battle, won by strong campaigning and a solid message, won the 
day. 
   
—Kentucky’s U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell: A one-way ticket to anywhere, except D.C.  
Kentucky voters are moving toward that same conclusion — he has strong opposition 
next year. Weekend campaign roadtrip---anyone?

—Equality Illinois: A much-deserved vacation. And hugs.
   
—Indianapolis City-County Councilwoman Ginny Cain: A lump of coal.

—Indianapolis City-County Councilmen Angela Mansfield, John Barth, Zach Adamson 
and Ben Hunter: A strong quarter of bipartisan goodness. Sponsors of the November 
council resolution opposing Indiana’s marriage amendment movement. They lobbied 
to get 22 of 29 fellow councilmen to agree and got the mayor’s signature as well. That 
22 included seven Republicans and the entire Democratic caucus. Who says they can’t 
work together?

—Indiana University: A big bucket of Gloriana Frangipana for their bold stance on 
HJR-6. President Dr. Michael McRobbie didn’t seek a board of trustees vote on the 
issue — he acted in the best interests of the university, which caused a min-avalanche 
of forward public thinking by DePauw, Hanover and Wabash Colleges. Strong 
academic institutions always drive public discussion, as they should. And it invites the 
question: Purdue University? Wherefore art thou, Mitch?  Boiler Up for liberty’s sake, 
huh?
   
—Jim Shella: The genial host of the TV news show Indiana Week in Review has the 
patience of Job. He almost never gets flustered. His usual perch between two dueling 
partisans is sometimes fun and sometimes, well, difficult. The healthy exchange of 
news ideas is never dull. Stimulating Friday evening MindStretch. But I miss Rex 
Early.
   
—Word Publisher Ted Fleishaker: A bound copy of Elements of Style by Strunk & 
White. And a nice new teapot.  

ILLINOIS LOYALTY

The Illinois Legislature voted the 5th of November to allow that state to become 
Number 15 — a solid move for the state which houses one of my favourite cities and a 
few million other folks.
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THE SHOW IS ABOUT TO BEGIN...

WITH THREE PERFORMANCES: 9:30 | 11:30 | 1:30

STAY UPDATED!

CHAMPAGNE TOAST & BALLOON DROP

PLAYLOUISVILLE &
LOUISVILLE.PLAYDANCEBAR.COM
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Dear Cincinnati:
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Panther’s 
Perspective

By Panther Daddy / Word Columnist

Kentucky’s Fairness 
Campaign Hires 

Western Organiser
BOWLING GREEN—The Fairness Campaign has hired a Western Kentucky Regional 
Organiser, Dora James of Bowling Green, in its first act as Kentucky’s statewide les-
bian, gay, bi & trans civil rights organisation since merging with the former Kentucky 
Fairness Alliance.

James, originally from Hartford, 
Kentucky, has worked on lesbian, 
gay, bi & trans Fairness issues 
since she began Ohio County High 
School’s first Gay/Straight Alli-
ance in 2008, for which she won 
a national ACLU (American Civil 
Liberties Union) Youth Activism 
Scholarship. 

Since then, she has worked closely 
with the ACLU of Kentucky on 
intersecting human rights issues, 
including immigration reform, 
abolition of capital punishment and 
voting rights restoration. 

She is a 2013 undergraduate of 
Western Kentucky University, with 
a degree in History, second major 
in Sociology, minors in Legal Stud-
ies and Criminology, and a concen-
tration in Pre-Law.

“With momentum building and 
new cities contacting us almost 
every week to help work on local 

anti-discrimination Fairness laws, the Fairness Campaign felt it was necessary to ex-
pand our staff and increase our statewide capacity,” Fairness Campaign Director Chris 
Hartman told The Word. 

“Ms. James’ experience pioneering lesbian, gay, bi & trans civil rights in her own com-
munity and years of commitment to social justice makes her an excellent fit to help 
the Fairness Campaign broaden its work in Western Kentucky,” he added.

In other Fairness news, Shelbyville Fairness supporters have once again approached 
the city’s mayor and city council to call for passage of a local anti-discrimination Fair-
ness ordinance, extending protections in employment, housing, and public accommo-
dations to include sexual orientation and gender identity.

Local faith leader Howard Griffith, a retired minister of First Christian Church of 
Shelbyville (Disciples of Christ), made the argument to council members that lesbian, 
gay, bi & trans Fairness is an intrinsic Christian principle. Griffith and others spoke 
during the public comments portion of the Shelbyville City Council meeting in early 
November.

Fairness organisers told The Word, “While the Shelbyville City Council has largely 
skirted the Fairness issue, the Eastern Kentucky cities of Berea and Morehead are 
both making solid headway towards their own lesbian, gay, bi & trans-inclusive anti-
discrimination laws. Currently the Kentucky cities of Covington, Frankfort, Lexington, 
Louisville, and Vicco have existing Fairness ordinances.”

Submit vs. Surrender

There are innumerable junctures in our live when we are faced with making a choice.  
While we face these choices daily, there are those particular junctures that lend themselves 
to be life altering. Coming out is one of those moments.  

Coming out has many faces and many layers, whether it is coming out as a  person 
having HIV, being transgendered or as gay or lesbian. These choices, while we may not 
necessarily take them for granted, are highly documented rituals where the “experts”  
decide or at least lead us to believe there are correct and incorrect ways. We look to these 
talking heads to help guide us through the maze of emotions and intellect that accompany 
any type of change process. Somehow, if our personal experiences do not meet the 
required documented stages, we somehow believe we have done something wrong.

The Leather/kink community is fraught with experts about what behaviours, dress, colours 
or attitudes are the appropriate accompaniment for the roles we take on as we travel 
on our individual journeys. Either through written text or spoken word we are either 
encouraged or chastised when our particular spiritual force does not fall in line with what 
we are supposed to be or how we are told to behave. The basic tenants of the Dom/sub, 
Master/slave, Daddy/boy dynamic is domination and submission.  These roles are mostly 
defined and we as a community stick to these rules and guidelines because we want to do 
what is “right” and be accepted by our hide-wearing brothers and sisters.  

People will go to great lengths and expense to learn and study with the chosen or self 
appointed Masters — to be able to get it “right” and be acceptable leather men and 
women. Masters are educated on what it means to be a Master. They are schooled, tested 
and graduated with certificates which indicates they have what it takes to be a true Master. 
Bragging rights become the norm, depending on which “ Masters Academy” is attended. 
There are even situations where Masters bicker among themselves about which one of 
them is truly a Master while viewing the rest as posers.  Slaves can experience the same 
process, taking weekend courses on what it truly means to be a slave and to become more 
comfortable in submitting to Master’s will.  There is an element of pride in that the slave 
believes by attending the academy, they are prepared to serve their respective Master or 
other Masters in the community.

It would seem that since we are encouraged to live by our “heart”, a classroom or weekend 
academy isn’t necessarily the best place to learn one’s place.  Our life experiences and daily 
interactions truly provide us with opportunities to really explore those parts of ourselves 
we look to others to mould. The proverbial struggle of Dom or sub is a question that 
we face in most of our interactions whether we are asking that question in relation to 
ourselves or the person who has caught our eye. We go to great lengths to try to figure out 
how to best approach the target of our hormonal impulses.  

It is probably more common than is believed that there are times when something 
arises in us that doesn’t fit the textbook outline we use to determine not just our roles in 
encounters but also how we expect others to behave. Subs will become angry with Masters 
or Doms when the Dom does not follow the rules and forces them submit to their will. 
Doms will punish slaves for being too assertive, too mindful or question the Master’s 
requirements, however, both parties are quilty of expecting the other to submit to their 
will.

Submission by nature implies resistance. Typically with resistance there is also an exertion 
of some type of force —a pushing back against what is being asked or required. The 
more fixed and rigid the belief, desire or role the more force is used to get the desired 
result. Submission is confining in that it can limit interactions and experiences to a few 
behaviours which can very quickly become rote and unsatisfying.

Surrender on the other hand is an internal, emotional process that can be very freeing 
for the individuals involved. It requires the abdication of expectations and embraces the 
present emerging energies, allowing the energy to flow freely and to be more genuine. It 
is a heart- and spirit-centered process that allows the individual to explore his or her own 
power regardless of assigned or prescribed roles. It creates a heart space, rather than a 
head space which lends itself to more satisfying encounters.  

I’ve found that in interacting with my boy(s), helping them surrender to their desires to 
serve, helps me surrender to my desires to be served. The result is a mutually satisfying, 

physical, emotional and mental connection. It makes the session more intense and leaves 
us satisfied for days afterwards. Truth be told, it leaves us both wanting more. Each boy is 
different in what it takes to help them get to the heart space of surrender and that is part 
of the fun, but also part of the eroticism. The flogging is harder, the anticipation is more 
electric, the sweat more profuse and the goosebumps more pronounced. Surrender is not 
a process for the feint of heart because it may actually lead to getting what you want — a 
boy who knows his place. 

I hope everyone has a safe, enjoyable holiday season.  I’ll be back in January.
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4610 Outer Loop
Louisville, KY 40219
danielcmason@allstate.com

Daniel C. Mason
(502) 966-5178

Discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. 
© 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Equality is my policy.

35
98

9
I’ll treat you and your partner with respect 
and without judgment. I can help you save on 
car, homeowners, renters, life insurance, even 
retirement products. Call me today to get all 
the discounts you deserve.

 A TIP ABOUT
 SECONDHAND

SMOKE

#CDCTips

Cabinet of Health and Family Services

Ellie’s severe asthma attacks were triggered by secondhand  
smoke at work. She and her partner have to live with

its effects forever. If you or someone you know wants
free help to quit smoking, call 1-800-QUIT-NOW or 

visit www.QuitNowKentucky.org.

Ellie, Age 57
Her partner, Karen
Florida
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If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/632.8840

Woodmansee Announces Bid To 
Become Indiana’s 1st Gay Judge

INDIANAPOLIS—Well-known community member and local attorney Todd 
Woodmansee has announced his candidacy for the Marion County Superior Court 
bench, a position to which, if he’s elected in 2014, would make him Indiana’s first 
elected openly-gay judge.

Woodmansee, a life-long Hoosier with a private law practice downtown, serves and 
has served on a wide variety of boards, committees and groups, plus he’s also been a 
deputy attorney general and served as a fill-in (the legal term: pro tem) for four of the 
Marion County judges, hearing and deciding cases.

Asked recently about his credentials to become 
a fulltime judge and what (if any) role his 
sexuality has played in the race, Woodmansee 
was quick to tell The Word about the former 
and added, “The greatest significance is 
that sexuality doesn’t matter anymore. The 
Democrats have become the ‘big tent party’ 
and at the end of the day they wanted someone 
qualified, regardless of who and what sex my 
partner is or was.” 

Woodmansee also noted that he made an 
unsuccessful run for city-county council in 
2011, and while he failed to gain a seat in 
that vote, Democratic Chairman Ed Treacy 
appointed him to make the run, “so quite 
clearly my sexuality is not an issue. In addition 
the party supported and the county’s voters 
elected (openly-gay candidate) Zach Adamson 
to council so they obviously do not have an 
issue...”

And those steps have included a lot of travels around not only Marion County, 
but over the years around Indiana as Woodmansee was born in Indy, grew up in 
west-suburban Plainfield, attended the University of Evansville then came back to 
Indianapolis to attend the IU School of Law, graduating in the top quarter of his class 
in 1998. 

Despite all that and a busy private practice dealing with criminal defence, bankruptcy 
and social security disability issues, the candidate noted he often returns to Evansville 
because he serves on the board of the University of Evansville Purple Aces Club.
Despite all his travels and activities for the Democratic Party, his school and being 
a home-owner with Kai, he still finds time to be active in the Indianapolis gay 
community. 

He noted that he has a special interest in working for and raising funds to assist 
several of the Indiana HIV/AIDS support groups, but can be seen shaking hands and 
socialising at a variety of community functions as well.

Asked about his realistic chances to be elected, Woodmansee smiled and said they 
were, “good, especially if the community comes out and supports me. This is a 
county-wide race so anyone registered to vote in Marion County can cast a ballot.”

At present, the candidate noted there are three retiring judges on the Marion Superior 
Court and the Democratic Party is scheduled to “slate” candidates on 8th February in 
advance of the primary election 6th May 2014.

The way this vote works means that Woodmansee, if he’s slated and gets nominated 
by the Democrats voting in May, is virtually assured of a judgeship as there will be a 
slate of Democrats and one of Republicans after the May vote. All those nominated 
will pretty much automatically go into office following November 2014’s election as 
each party only puts up the number needed for their particular seats.

He emphasized again the importance of not only being slated — which means being 
made one of the candidates his party will throw their support and cash behind — but 
the need for members of the community to be registered and come out at the May 
primary in support of his election.

Another person not having any qualms about his run for judge is his long-time partner, 
Kai Hyatt, “who has been nothing but supportive” of Woomansee’s run for office. After 
telling us that, the candidate smiled, went back and emphasised, “Better make that 
EXTREMELY supportive because he’s being there for, by and with me every step of the 
way.”

Louisville’s Pandora Continues A 
True Celebratory Holiday Season

LOUISVILLE—Pandora Productions, known for taking risks and programming  
productions that skate on the edge and enlighten our community on issues we are 
facing, has taken on marriage equality — gay marriage for lack of a better term — this 
season. Well, yes, that but they are also taking on break-ups, loneliness and aliens....
yes, aliens. Really!

What they are truly doing is celebrating love (even the alien kind), particularly in the 
gay and lesbian form. Some of that love results in marriage and some does not. Love 
is expressed in many forms, as most of us know, and some gay couples even when able 
to choose marriage decide not to. One of these days, and it won’t be long now it seems, 
everyone will be able to marry who they love. Yes, even in Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee 
and Kentucky (Pandora’s home state)!   

Pandora is also taking some liberties with the whole ‘marriage equality’ issue. At this 
writing Pandora has three mainstage productions remaining in the 2013-2014 season 
for which they are offering a very special holiday rate of $50. This rate is usually 
only available to subscribers, but because they want you to help them celebrate they 
are offering this special to everyone. The special offer is available online at www.
pandoraprods.org or by phone at 502/216.5502.

But before the Spring and these special shows, Pandora continues her commitment 

to producing new and unique works. This season’s offering is Kentucky’s own Silas 
House’s This Is My Heart For You. This amazingly poetic and beautiful play is being 
staged by Pandora’s Artistic Director Michael Drury and also appeared in Louisville’s 
Slant Culture Festival in November, where it played to sold-out houses. Pandora brings 
it back to their home stage at the Henry Clay Theatre in January ( 9th, 10th, 11th, 
12th) with talk backs following each performance by the playwright.  
This Is My Heart For You chronicles a scandal in Troublesome Kentucky, a coal mining 
town in Appalachia where two boys were ejected from a public pool for “exhibiting 
‘gay’ behaviour”...  This play explores being gay in this harsh environment and the role 
that religion plays in the scandal. The effects on the town and people of Troublesome 
are deep and (dare we say it) troublesome. It’s not to be missed.    
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wear your insides out!

Custom tees
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Lots of designs and
colors to choose from.
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Happy Holidays!
May Peace and Joy surround your Holiday Season

When looking to buy or sell a home in Muncie, or East Central Indiana, 
you want a warm and cozy feeling when working with a Realtor®. Call me 

to help put you at peace with your next move.

Duane Cook, REALTOR®

215.5168  duane.home@gmail.com

F. C. Tucker/Five Star Real Estate
3417 West Bethel Avenue, Suite E  •  765.289.2400
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Four

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
Right Here, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

BELLEVUE, Ky.—No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are 
welcome at the nativity and St. John United Church of Christ invites everyone to 
their community nativity scene which will be displayed on the church property (520 
Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, Ky.) from 1st Decemeber (the first Sunday of Advent) through 
Epiphany, 6th January. 

The traditional nativity procession and dedication will be held  Friday, 6th December.  
Gather at the church of your choice at 6.30 p.m. as every church in Bellevue will be a 
stop in the procession, picking up people along the route until all gather at the nativity 
scene at approximately 7 p.m.  

Bring your banners, candles, drums, tambourines, glow sticks, flashlights and musical 
instruments for the procession. All children are invited to dress as their favourite 
character — Mary, Joseph, shepherds, magi, sheep, donkey – be creative.  Be sure to 
dress warmly and keep the procession on the sidewalks and not in the streets!

The nativity procession will begin at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church (306 Center 
St. at Taylor Ave.), proceed north on Taylor to Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church-
Divine Mercy Parish (318 Division St. at Taylor Ave.), continue north on Taylor then 
turn left (west) on to Poplar St. to Lighthouse Ministries (201 Poplar). The procession 
will move back on Poplar St. (going east) toward Washington Ave., passing the former 
St. Anthony’s Roman Catholic Church. At Washington, the procession will turn left 
(north) and go to First Baptist Church (254 Washington Ave.), then continue north on 
Washington to Fairfield Ave. and turn right (east) going to St. John United Church of 
Christ (520 Fairfield Ave.). The evening will conclude with a community carol sing at 
St. John, words of welcome, a reading of the Christmas story, and a dedication prayer.  
Clergy from the five churches in Bellevue have all been invited to participate. The 
event will end with a hot chocolate and cookies reception on the St. John parking lot.

For more information contact The Rev. Keith M. Haithcock, pastor at St. John United 
Church of Christ  on 859/261.2066, Extension 202) or visit www.StJohnChurch.net and 
click on the nativity link.

Think Two Josephs 
And Lotsa Marys

Disco Is A Real Ball; Damien 
Centre Nets $178,000

INDIANAPOLIS—At this year’s Grande Masquerade, Damien Centre guests got disco 
fever while raising $178,000. From polyester and pleather to sequins and platforms, 
the event featured a costume contest to remember, plus live and silent auctions, en-
tertainment, dinner, drinks and plenty of late-night dancing. Check out The Damien 
Centre’s Facebook page (facebook.com/thedamiencenter) for a peek at the far-out 
costumes generous Grande Masquerade guests put together. “The centre thanks its 
attendees, volunteers, donors and sponsors for helping put on the grooviest party in 
town. Funds raised allow us to continue offering services to support those living with 
HIV and fight the spread of HIV in our community,” Kimberly Coon, the centre’s mar-
keting manager told The Word.

 This year’s Grande Masquerade sponsors were: Masquerade Ball Sponsors Marion 
County Public Health Department, McNamara Florist and Walgreens; VIP Sponsors 
Citizens Energy Group, CVS Pharmacy and The Frame Shop; VIP Reception Sponsor 
Southern Wine and Spirits; Gold Sponsors Eli Lilly Foundation, Samerian Foundation 
and The Health Foundation of Greater Indianapolis; Silver Sponsors Anastasia Martin 
Ware and Dr. J. Anthony Ware, Barnes and Thornburg LLP, Bookkeeping Plus, Bose 
McKinney and Evans, Community Health Network and the Providers of Community 
Infectious Disease, DeFur Voran LLP, Herman and Kittle Properties, Indy Pride, Just 
Pop In, PNC Wealth Management, Premier Capital Corporation, TJX Foundation, USA 
Funds, Wild Birds Unlimited, and Wishard Health Services; and Media Sponsors The 
Word, GayIndy.com, NUVO, Printing Partners, and WTHR-Channel 13. 

An emotional floor speech by State Rep. Greg Harris summed it all up. He was 
clutching a small American flag sent to him by an American soldier stationed in 
Afghanistan as he said: “At the end of the day, what this bill is about is love. It’s about 
family. It’s about commitment. It’s about...the vision that the founders of our country 
had and wrote into our constitution, where they said America is a journey. We’ll 
continue to walk down that road to make ourselves a more perfect union. To ensure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and for our posterity.” 

The House of Representatives passed the measure with only a few votes to spare — by 
a nargin of 61 to 54. Had the measure gotten a dozen more votes it would’ve taken 
effect promptly. As it stands, the marriage licences can be issued starting in June 2014.

Three gay legislators were particularly eloquent in the debate, including Harris. He 
was the chief house sponsor. Another was Chicago State Rep. Kelly Cassidy, who 
said she was “scared to death” when she got a call her partner was hospitalised in 
“excruciating pain.”

“I rushed to the hospital to see if I’d be allowed...to go straight to her side or be 
denied” access because of hospital rules and bureaucracy. Cassidy said she considered 
all risks to see if she should stop at home first to collect all the guardianship 
paperwork they had meticulously prepared to show the hospital legal proof of spousal 
rights.  
   
“I shouldn’t have to stop and consider whether I need to go home first or go straight 
to the hospital,” Cassidy said. “It is the call no one wants to get and we shouldn’t be 
hindered” by the marital distinction. Cassidy asked lawmakers to consider their own 
families in similar situations.  

“What did you do when faced with this historic moment?” Cassidy said to fellow 
legislators on the house floor, before imploring, “Please vote ‘yes’ and join us on the 
right side of history for our families.”

And State Rep. Sam Yingling said his most important decision hedged on his Catholic 
faith. His repsosne to those who used faith as a battering ram to oppose same-gender 
marriage: I know my God transcends the directives of human interpretations of his 
will. Because God is love, God is commitment and God is strength. He stands with me 
and my family at this very moment, and we stand with him.”
   

FAITH IS IMPORTANT

For many years, the faith community has known the marriage issue divides their 
flocks. And in Indiana, they’ve been doing something about it.

The Interfaith Coalition on Nondiscrimination was formed almost nine years ago to 
combat the oft-repeated right-wing faith mantra. Sometimes, though, it’s not enough.
Last month they re-released a Faith Letter which contains some cogent thoughts. In 
the interests of fairness, I am a member of that board. This letter (excerted here) is a 
product of multiple writers, but it sums up the strong feeling of many allies in the faith 
community:

“Dear Senators and Representatives: We are Indiana clergy, leaders of faith 
communities, and other religious professionals. Our backgrounds and those of the 
people we serve vary widely. Our views on marriage differ. But we speak with one 
voice to oppose amending the Indiana Constitution to define marriage. The proposed 
‘Marriage Amendmen’ would strip civil rights from committed same-gender couples. 
As many of us affirmed when supporting legislation to prevent sexual orientation 
discrimination in the workplace, public accommodations and housing; each of our 
faith traditions emphasises justice. For our society to be just, the civil rights of all 
people, even those with whom we may disagree, must be protected. We should not be 
writing discrimination into our State Constitution. This fact alone merits rejection of 
the Marriage Amendment.  People of different faith traditions disagree on marriage-
related issues. However, each of us who signs this letter respects the right of religious 
groups to decide whether or not to sanction marriage or other unions of same-gender 
couples. The Marriage Amendment would increase discrimination and undermine 
religious freedom. We urge you to vote against it.” It was signed by over 200 faith 
leaders from around the state.
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1N. Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis
Ph: 317.829.7182  Fax: 317.829.5825
Order Online - www.pitapitusa.com

Hours:
Mon-Thurs:
10am - 9pm

Fri: 10am - 10pm
Sat: 11am - 10pm

{We Cater to your Holiday 
Parties, Fundraisers, Lunch 

Meetings and more!!!
}
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Dining Out for Life®

Dine Out. Fight AIDS.

On December 4 when you dine at participating restaurants, a portion of your check 
will be donated to House of Ruth to support those with or affected by HIV/AIDS.  

Fifth Third Bank  ●  L & N Federal Credit Union ●  PNC Bank  ●  Passport Health Plan

Presented by:

www.houseofruth.net

Asiatique
Basa
Bistro Le Relais
Blue Dog Bakery
Bristol Bar & Grille
         • Highlands
         • Jeffersonville
Buck's Restaurant 
Cast Iron Steakhouse
          • Jeffersonville 
          • River Rd.
Chill Bar
Come Back Inn
          • Louisville
Comfy Cow
          •  Frankfort Ave. 
          •  UofL
          •  Westport Village
El Mundo 
English Grill
Flanagan's Ale House
Garage Bar
Gary’s on Spring
Goose Creek Diner
Habana Blues Tapas Restaurant

Havana Rumba
          •  Middletown
          •  St. Matthews
J Harrod's
Jack Binion’s Steakhouse
Legends
Lilly’s 
Marketplace Restaurant at Theater Sq.
Meridian Café
Napa River Grill 
O'Shea's Irish Pub
Patrick O'Shea's
Porcini
Proof on Main
Rocky’s Pizza & Panini
Rocky’s Sub Pub
Simply Thai
         • Middletown
         • St. Matthews
Taco Punk
The Bard's Town 
The Café
The Irish Rover
Uptown Café
Verbena Café

Supporting the Fight!
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Dear Dr. Fred:
My partner and I have been dating for nine months and there is a significant age 
difference of 30 years, or better put, he’s old enough to be my dad. This is his first 
relationship with a man so much younger than him. We are in a committed, closed 
relationship, and he’s the first person I’ve dated that I could truly introduce to my family 
and be proud of. We both live in different states and after the holiday season I am moving 
to his place. Fortunately, my parents do not live anywhere close. We have vacationed 
together several places this year, and while my family has heard stories about him, they’ve 
seen pictures of our vacation excluding “us”. How can I explain to my parents my love 
for such an older man? They have no idea I am attracted to older men, but they have 
known for almost a year that I’m gay. 
 
Thank you,
A Young Man in Central Indiana

Dear Young Man:
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address an issue that has a long and lively 
history in gay culture … “Older-Younger Relationships.”

First, I want to normalise what you and your partner are going through, by reassuring 
you that there are many successful gay male relationships in which one partner is 
much older or younger than the other. I even know of several successful threesome 
relationships between men of different ages. My partner and I are close friends with 
one such family and they get along famously. The White Crane Journal, a highly 
respected gay men’s spirituality journal, even devoted a whole issue several years ago 
to the issue of older-younger male relationships.

The gist of the various articles in that journal was that gay men of different ages have 
a lot to offer each other. The younger man often offers his older partner a youthful 
idealism and enthusiasm that energises the older man. Conversely, the older man 
often offers his younger counterpart a wealth of experience and certain “gravitas” that 
enriches and deepens the younger party’s world view.

Sometimes unequal finances are also a plus, with many older men being more affluent 
and thus able to support younger men as they struggle to finish school and get their 
careers going. Often, another important factor is that younger men’s greater sexual 
energy can revitalise older men who feel their libidos slowing down. Similarly, older 
men’s greater experience and comfort with sex can be a helpful balancing element for 
more sexually energetic younger men.

I recently worked with a couple who typified this latter situation. Both men were 
extremely handsome and fit, and enjoyed a healthy sex life. However, the younger of 
the two was much more driven to have sex and wanted it all the time. He had a hard 
time understanding why his older spouse wasn’t equally “up” to this. The older man 
savoured long, leisurely lovemaking. He just wanted his young stallion to slow down a 
bit and enjoy the experience of being together without rushing.

We started our work with some education about “love languages.” The idea here is for 
partners to understand the different ways they express their love. Some of us show 
love through verbal expression; others through acts of service; others through gifts; 
still others through open displays of affection. 

Soon they were able to see that sex meant different things to them. Once they realised 
that they were able to enter into the sex act more aware of what their partner needed 
from it and meet him half way.

Having said all of the above I’ve still left the question begging: “How do you present 
your particular relationship to your family and gain their acceptance and support for 
it?” 

That unfortunately is where things get a little bit dicey, because so much depends 
there on your family’s pre-existing values, beliefs and behaviours about human 
diversity.

If yours is a family that has a “live and let live” philosophy about people who are 
different from them, you’re probably going to have smooth sailing. With that kind of 

attitude your family will probably welcome your older partner with open arms. On the 
other hand if your folks have any socially rigid, judgmental tendencies you may face 
more of a challenge. 

My advice would be to let them get to know and like him first as “your special close 
friend” before you reveal that you are in a relationship. I admit this may seem a bit 
disingenuous but there’s a method to my madness. Numerous studies on prejudice 
tell us that it begins with ignorance and inexperience. People who really get to know 
individuals from other racial, age or ethnic groups seldom hold onto their former 
biases against them.

So . . . get your partner and family together socially a number of times in the months 
ahead to let them see what a fine person he is. I predict that once they really know him 
they will find it easier to accept the age difference between you when you announce 
that you are partners. And be proud and happy when you do announce your love to 
them so they can see how good this relationship is for you. Most really loving families 
want whatever makes their loved ones happy. Hopefully yours will too.

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW, is a gay psychotherapist in Louisville. Send him your 
questions at FredSchloemer@aol.com 
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in Dayton.

 Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is hot)

1 - Lorde - Royals

2 - Robin Thicke feat. T.I. & Pharrell - Blurred Lines (Liam Keegan & Anton Powers Mix)

3 - Cher - Woman’s World (Danny Verde Rmx) 

4 - Katy Perry - Roar (Jump Smokers Mix)

5 - Britney Spears - Work Bitch

6 - Enrique Iglesias - Turn The Night Up (Laidback Luke Mix)

7 - Daft Punk - Get Lucky (Hot Mouth & The Frederik

8 - Lana Del Rey - Summertime Sadness (Dark Intensity Remix)

9 - Lady Gaga - Applause (Funk3d Mix)

10 - Jennifer Lopez feat. Pitbull - Live It Up

Hey, kids!!! DJ Hill here. I’m sayin’ “Give me some freakin’ YAY!” It’s December 
and Santa is dropping off the mixes before the labels shut down for the holidays. 
This month’s topic: Request Etiquette

This shouldn’t be so hard, but believe it or not it happens. Rude customers mak-
ing inappropriate requests. And drunk is no excuse.

Rule number one: Artist and title. Don’t stand there and try to sing me the song 
or describe the video. You’ll just waste two minutes of my time and that’s about 
all the time I have to get the next song cued up and start mixing. If it’s a song you 
love then I’m thinking you should know the name of the song and who the hell 
sings it. Really!

If for some reason I have no idea what or who you are are talking about don’t ask 
me if I have YouTube. I have three computers in the booth. Not to mention my 
Kindle and Droid. I don’t play YouTube. If it’s not on a CD or DVD I won’t play it. 
Sound quality is very important to me. Most YouTube files sound like crap.

Another mistake is trying request or get my attention while I’m in the middle of 
mixing. If I have my headset on with my monitor blaring and I hold my finger up 
that should tell you something. 

One: I can’t hear you. Two: The “finger” (not “that one”) means wait a minute. And 
three: I have a freakin’ headset on my head. I’m concentrating. For some reason 
I get this a lot. Even worse is right when I start mixing out and someone gets a 
thought in their head and decides to run up and request something right there 
and NOW!

A good one is something I’ve already played and they say “I just got here. Can 
you play it again?” Answer: NO! Unless there is a shot of Jager in your hand I will 
not play a song twice in one night. You should have gotten here earlier. Because I 
can guarantee a handful of others will remember hearing that before and I’ll look 
stupid for playing it again.

If you go to a Hip Hop/R&B bar would you ask for something country? If you 
went to a biker bar would you ask for something ghetto? Same thing applies to 
a dance bar. Don’t walk up to me and ask for Stairway To Heaven. Really? I was 
rudely corrected one night when I told a guy I don’t play Hip Hop. He said “It’s 
R&B.” Even though the song I looked up was on the Urban disk. Either way. I 
didn’t have that disk. And I didn’t want to play it. So, don’t throw me attitude 
because what you wanna hear doesn’t fit the club’s format.

This is just a pet peeve of mine. Not a club rule. No line dances. The Wobble. The 
Cupid Shuffle. All the way back to the Electric Slide and the Stomp. Right four 
steps...left four steps...back two, up two, back two...turn left and repeat. After a 
whole minute of this it becomes the most boring thing to look at. And those poor 
souls who couldn’t learn it in the first 30 seconds just need to give up. Just sayin’!

There’s probably enough stuff to fill a whole page but I have to watch my space. 
Who knows. Maybe a part two on this topic will pop up in the next few months.

With that being said let’s get to the club mixes!

Katy Perry - Unconditionally: Another lame ballad. And usually loving someone 
“unconditionally” means you gave birth to them or they are a family member and 
you will always love them. The term “unconditionally” has nothing to do with a 
partner. That’s an earned love. So I don’t get this one. But anyway...I was hoping 
for something to knock it into dance mode when I saw the Dark Intensity Mix. 
It was great until the “farting Robots” which was normal back when they started 
doing their remixes but now it’s just the same crap with different vocals. Very an-
noying. And then there is the DOCO Mix. Someone shoot my computer. Maybe it’s 
too early to know or the good guys don’t want to touch it. Everyone was all over 
Roar but not this one.

Asher Monroe - Hush Hush: If you want some eye candy then this is the video 
for you. But for some reason I know I’ve heard this one before. And not to be con-
fused with the Pussycat’s song. That’s a whole different song. This cross breed of 
Justin, Enrique, Usher and anyone who sounds like them mixed with some R&B 
flair has been put out there before. But that doesn’t matter when there is a freakin’ 
Ralphi Rosario Club Mix. Eye candy plus Ralphi! I’m a happy DJ.

Lady GaGa - Venus: Miss Lady GaGa has gone in some weird ass direction. And 
why is this in the top 20? I never understood why everyone was so stuck on Ap-
plause because no one danced to it. Only a few people asked for it. But it’s Lady 
GaGa so it must be good. There’s no good mixes of this yet. Probably because the 
label is waiting to see if she’s worth spending extra money on remixes or the kids 
spending their mommy’s money on iTunes or Amazon. Or worse…just download 
it from YouTube. I have a few mixes but they’re not worth mentioning.

Static Revenger f Kay - Back Off Bitch: This is a short one. I’m not usually into 
Static Revenger or their farting robot music but this one is killing me and there is 
no need for a remix. Just get the extended version and enjoy it for more than just 
two and a half minutes of the radio release. And for us old timers listen for the 
“Funky Town” cowbells and the 80’s synth. It’s extremely rare that I promote this 
kind thing but it’s bouncy as hell.

That’s it for now. January is coming fast and before you know it we’ll have a whole 
new year of mixes coming, too. See ya then. 

Check me out at MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. 
I’d love to hear from you. Happy clubbing!
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(317) 698-6306 • rkrautter@talktotucker.com
talktotucker.com/randy.krautter

talk to Randy Krautter, REALTOR®

Your Partner
in Real Estate

When you consider buying or selling a home, 

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.
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FAIR ISLE LONG JOHNS, $42 
SIZES S-XL

Hours Sun 12p-5p, Tues-Sat 11a-8p. 
Open Mondays, 11a-8p beginning 12/2-12/30. 

Closed 11/28; 12/25; 01/01

853 e 65th st 46220
317.602.7778
toolboxindy.com
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
Right Here, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

Since reviewing first Thor film for Up Downtown a couple of years ago, my interest 
in movies based on Marvel comic characters has developed at about the same rate as 
Marvel Studios’ ability to churn out these fantastically successful superhero films.

A quick check on Wikipedia reveals that there have been a number of Marvel-based 
movies released in the past 20 years. The comic publishing venture’s first big screen 
adaptation, Captain America, debuted in 1944 and another 42 years would pass before 
the next Marvel character appeared on the big screen — Howard the Duck (which was 
a spectacular flop). 

Since the franchise was reintroduced into cinemas in 1994 (with The Fantastic Four), 
there have been no fewer than 30 Marvel film adaptations. 

The most recent incarnation—a sub-franchise known as the “Marvel Cinematic 
Universe,” which debuted with the first Iron Man film in 2008 — has been successful 
beyond imagination and shows no sign of abating. Between now and 2018 a further 
12 Marvel-themed films are in the pipeline. Clearly there is plenty of money to be 
made from films about superheroes. According to Wikipedia, “As of the start of the 
2013 Summer movie season, films based on Marvel’s properties represent the highest-
grossing U.S. franchise, having grossed over $5.4 billion as part of a worldwide gross 
of over $12 billion.” 

I’ve been a bit of a late bloomer in terms of Marvel superhero films, but I’ve been 
catching up. In the past couple of months, I’ve seen Iron Man and Iron Man 2, Captain 
America: The First Avenger, Marvel’s The Avengers, and The Incredible Hulk. I’ve also got 
hooked on Joss Whedon’s ABC television series Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.

Thor: The Dark World, the 8th instalment in the on-going Marvel Cinematic Universe 
onslaught, develops the main character and provides another episode in a fluid but 
overarching Marvel narrative. In a way, these films mirror the comics that spawned 
them: the stories are sequential, interconnected, and often self-referential.

Dark World opens with a voice-over provided by Odin (the still sonorous Anthony 
Hopkins), relating the history of a race of dark elves that sought to destroy the 
universe using a mysterious weapon known as the “aether.” Long ago, Odin’s father, 
Bor, defeated Malekith, the leader of the dark elves, and buried the aether where he 
thought it could never again be found. 

Thor (played once again by über-pumped Australian actor Chris Hemsworth) has 
returned to Asgard to lead his warrior friends in battle on Vanaheim in the hopes 
of reuniting the Nine Realms of the universe. Coincidentally, the realms are about 
to align themselves in a “convergence” that happens only every 5,000 years. As we 
will soon find out, this causes all kinds of mayhem as time/space rifts begin to occur, 
allowing individuals from various realms to travel from one realm to the next. 

Thor’s maladjusted half-brother, Loki (the slimily British Tom Hiddleston), meanwhile, 
has been imprisoned on Asgard for trying to conquer earth in The Avengers. His 
holding cell seems to be a giant version of Edward Hopper’s painting, Nighthawks.  

In mythical worlds, as we well know, things that have been long hidden have a habit of 
being inconveniently found. And beings that have supposedly been killed tend not to 
stay dead for the whole of eternity. Thus, the chances of Malekith (played by another 
creepy Brit, Christopher Eccleston) and the aether remaining separated much longer 
are slim. 

The conduit that brings them back together turns out to be none other than Thor’s 
earthly love interest, the astrophysicist Dr. Jane Foster (Natalie Portman, channelling 
the Duchess of Cambridge, Kate Middleton). She stumbles into one of the portals 
opened by the convergence of the Nine Realms and manages to get infused with the 
aether. That makes her a target for Malekith, who intends to take revenge on those 
who killed his wife and family, and plunge the universe back into darkness.

The final showdown for ultimate control of the universe is scheduled to take place in 
Greenwich, U.K. — home of the global time standard GMT —l eading, as one might 
expect in the Marvel film universe, to a good deal of mayhem and Lloyds of London 
bankrupting levels of property damage. 

Plot and action wise, Thor: The Dark World is not as cohesive as the first Thor film. The 
‘buddy’ dynamic of the trio of earth scientists (Portman, Stellan Skarsgård and Kat 
Dennings), which provided much of the humour and character interest in the original 
is not so much missing as fractured here. The focus shifts to Thor’s family — and the 
protagonist’s relationship with his father and mother and, particularly, with Loki. 

The film, however, is not without humorous moments. Given the many battle 
sequences scattered across the realms (one criticism of the film might be that it is 
sometimes hard to keep up with what is happening and where), it is important that the 
narrative takes a breather to deliver a few choice one-liners and visual gags once in a 
while.

For example, after Thor has whisked Jane from earth to Asgard at multi-light-year 
speed, she says breathlessly, “We have to do that again sometime!” And finding out, on 
meeting Odin for the first time, that the king already knows who she is, Jane looks at 
Thor and says, “Wow, you told your dad about me?”

Perhaps, the film’s most understated comic scene occurs when Thor, entering Jane’s 
swanky London apartment for the first time, looks around before politely hanging up 
his hammer on a coat hook in the foyer. 

Thor: The Dark World lacks some of the charm and innocence that made the first 
Thor film so instantly appealing. Its overriding theme of “good versus evil” lends the 
film a dark tone that permeates more than just the film’s look. Having now watched 
seven of the eight films in the resurgent Marvel Cinematic Universe, I believe that 
these films are at their strongest and most engaging when revealing their characters’ 
inner motivations and emotions. Unfortunately, Hollywood is driven by CGI-laden 
action and huge decibel levels these days. After a while, there are only so many battles, 
explosions and aggressive physical encounters you can take before you tune out.

But, this addition to the Marvel franchise will most likely add many more hundreds of 
millions of dollars to its worldwide coffers and help finance future instalments. As long 
as the films continue to entertain and not take themselves too seriously, then long may 
they continue. 

**A note for this and any other of the Marvel Cinematic Universe films you may care 
to see. Make sure you watch all the way to the end. Important plot-developing codas 
and teasers usually follow the final credit sequence. So skip out of the theatre before 
the credits are over at your own peril!
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 

When It Comes To 
Downtown Living 

We Got All The Bases 
Covered!

*Hardwood floors,
*16ft. ceilings
*2 Blocks To Circle Centre
*1 Block To Lilly
*Supermarket Within 1 Mile
*Easy Interstate Access
*Free Indoor Parking Included

Rents From Just 
$775-$1800 Monthly

Immediate Occupancy!

A Taste Of Manhattan In 
Downtown Indianapolis!

Call 
800.849.4853

Mz. Pink,

I am a lesbian from a small town. Not only are there very few of us here who are my age, 
but the ones who are here aren’t full-blown lesbians. That being said, my on-again-off-
again girlfriend always goes back to the same guy when we break up. While she does this I 
sit and wait for her to come back. 

I love her, but when is enough enough? I want to be with her and I give her many 
chances and she always comes back to me but why does she run to this guy when we 
break up? Why does she tell me I’m all she ever wants and needs and then leaves to go be 
with a boy? I’m heartbroken. I don’t have any other options to run off and be with anyone 
else because of the size of our community and I don’t know if I would, even if I had the 
chance. If we break up I will see her over and over almost everyday so how do I do this? 
How do we break up and make it stick?

Small town problems.

Dear Small town,

MOVE... But since that probably isn’t an option right now, we are going to have to 
come up with a game plan to get you happy with being you in a small town and 
possibly being alone. That may sound scary, but being alone is better than being in a 
toxic relationship. Trust me I know about toxic relationships and I know about giving 
chances. 

I am a believer in second chances if the time is right. My wife and I were together 
when we were younger then had a long break, but we have been the happiest we’ve 
ever been in our lives since we got back together. We both gave each other a second 
chance and in this case it worked. But chances over and over again can become a 
problem as you can see since you are living in this situation. I also get breaking up 
in the heat of an argument, then realising it was a stupid argument and getting back 
together. But there is a line — a time to stop and see that it isn’t going to work.

The fact you are searching for advice means that you know something isn’t right as 
far as the making up and breaking up. You have to set those limits and you have to 
come to grips with possibly being alone in a small town — IF you can make yourself 
believe that being on your own for awhile is the best thing for you right now. That will 
allow you to focus on other things that will make you better for yourself so when the 
time is right you can be a great catch for a girl who appreciates you even through an 
argument.

As far as your ex jumping from you to her boyfriend: This isn’t fair to you or him. She 
needs to decide who she wants to be with and then stick to it. She sounds as if she has 
some issues to work out for herself that have nothing to do with you or him. This is 
a sad situation for two people who just want to be with this girl. It really is going to 
be a process for you to move on, but once you make the decision that you don’t want 
to be second to somebody else, then you can take the next step of regaining who you 
are. She is in there somewhere, but sometimes while caring for someone else, you lose 
pieces of yourself. Get those pieces back! You survived before her and you will survive 
after her. Love her from a distance. Once you can accept that her issues are far beyond 
anything with you, then you can begin to see that they are her, not your, issues.

I advise you to talk with her before you make any decisions. Maybe she will talk to 
you about what she’s surely going through. Try not to argue because you will never 
get anything resolved if you are so angry that you can’t communicate. Know that you 
both have issues and tell her that. Explain what you are going through, too, even if she 
doesn’t open up. I think this will be a great starting point for getting your life back. 
You will feel better once you actually tell her how you feel and what you want out of 
a relationship. If she can’t go along then she doesn’t respect your feelings — and you 
don’t need that. Good luck figuring this out. It won’t be an easy process, but you will 
get it together. I guarantee that.

Good luck,

Mz. Pink
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Only 20 minutes from Indy - I-74, Exit 109 Shelbyville  www.IndianaGrand.com   877-FUN-4-IND

Valid Now - December 30, 2013
Redeem coupon at Rewards Club.

Rewards Club membership required. Membership is free. One (1) coupon per person 
with valid e-mail address. Valid at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino only. 

Management reserves all rights. See Rewards Club for details. 
Must be 21 or older. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

FREE NEW YEARS 
EVE PARTY!

Free Parking | Free Admission 
Free Party Favors | Free Entertainment

Book your room at a 
participating hotel with 

FREE shuttle!
Just visit our website.

Then join us for a 

New Year’s Day Rehab 
Champagne/Bloody Mary 
Brunch at Market Buffet!  

11AM – 9PM

Plus, we’re 
giving away a 

Jeep Wrangler!
CC 2292
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ATTACK of the recurring Syphilis!

Its Back!

Nothing Beats A 
Custom Gift For Your 

Customers At The 
Holidays!
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
As the song says, “it’s that most wonderful time of the year...” but if you are buying 
gifts for the techies in your life, it’s also one of the most trying times as you decide 
what to buy them, how much you want and need to spend and whether or not you can 
afford everything they want and if not, what to do about it. That said, here are a few of 
our suggestions, starting off with one we’d bet you will be shocked to read: Do not buy 
an iPhone or any phone for a gift.

Why not? As much as we adore Apple and proudly use our iPhone 5S, the issue with 
anything attached to a contract (most phones) is, well, that contract. If you buy say 
an iPhone for someone, you will need to know if they are AT&T, Verizon, T-Mobile or 
even have a contract existing. You also will need to sort out all the rest and you will 
commit them (or you if it’s a family member on your “family plan”) to at least two 
years with that phone. If you simply MUST buy them an iPhone, instead may I suggest 
an Apple gift card with the suggestion they buy a phone with it or go shopping with 
you the day after Christmas?

That said, there are a lot of other possible tech gifts... For one, I’d love one of the new 
and much lighter — since I use mine to read newspapers — iPad Airs. These shave 
about a third off the weight of the older iPads and they have faster processors, a lot 
better retina displays and more. They are, however, it needs to be said, pricy so don’t 
plan to put one under the tree of every friend you have (unless you have a lot of spare 
cash, in which case please come sit next to me!) iPad Air starts at $499 for the 16 gig 
version, but to be brutal, I’d ask Santa for at least a 32 gig ($599) because you will just 
not be able to fit all your movies, TV, books, newspapers (including this one) and more 
on that smaller version. Trust us, we know!

If you do not need the very latest and greatest, you can get the older iPad for $399 or 
the mini from $299 so there is hope for the big heart but small wallet techie givers out 
there.

Also (and this is heresy but hey I am realistic here) while I am an Apple devotee, 
there are pads, tablets and their ilk from under $99. Just beware if you do buy one 
of the less-known (ie: off) brands for someone as a gift that none of them come 
with AppleCare and that a lot of the warranties are pretty much worthless if you do 
not know who’s backing them up. Be sure that you have a back-up plan if you buy 
something that’s lesser-known. I suggest buying from a reputable store (Best Buy, Fry’s, 
hh gregg, etc.) which will stand behind their product if it fails. Not that the off-brands 
are any less fun than an iPad, but do be aware they have fewer available apps and less 
computing power than an iPad. You do get what you pay for to a certain extent.
So what if your budget doesn’t allow for a tablet? Well do not despair. Everything from 
jump drives (They can be had for under $10 these days.) to headphones (from $8 or 
$9 to up, up and up) are nice options. There are also hook-up cables, extra chargers 
and small devices which fit well into that Christmas stocking. Just be 100% sure that if 
you pick one of these smaller items your intended recipient has the ability to use it (ie: 
no pc gadgets if they are Mac or Mac items if they are pc) and that it’s something they 
want and will use. In short, as with all gifts, hang onto the sales or gift receipt and 
make sure you buy from somewhere established and know their return policy.

Other ideas?

Well an iTunes gift card (They start at $10.) can always find a use around our house 
as it seems everything from movies and books to tunes and TV is now available on 
their store, not to mention apps for the iPhone and iPad. There is also a high demand 
around here for these and you can even buy one at the CVS, Walgreen’s or elsewhere 
on Christmas Eve or Day as all of the stores (and most gas stations etc.) have them. A 
word of caution, however: Be 100% sure that you keep the receipt if you buy iTunes 
(or other) gift cards and that the cards get “activated” when you buy them. We had a 
sad incident a couple years ago when partner Ivan’s mom bought a card for him at a 
major (name left out) discount retailer and a week after the holiday when he went to 
use the card, he found it had not been activated. She failed to hang on to the receipt, 
so it was her word against the store as to whether she’d paid for it as she used cash 
...and guess who won? The store even “suggested” she’d “perhaps” taken the card from 
one of their racks and “planned to” pay for it but never got around to it. 

Anyway, lesson learned. If you give a gift card, iTunes or other, be sure you get it 
activated, and then hang on to the receipt until you KNOW it actually “took” and the 

card works. Oh, and that store she was possibly accused of stealing from? We have not 
bought there since and don’t plan to this holiday season, either! 

One other word about gift cards (and we have said this before here): caution. 
Remember that right after Christmas is a prime time for stores — large and small — 
to fold or close up shop. If you have a gift card from a firm or online retailer which 
has gone to the wall, belly up or whatever term you prefer, it is worthless. I found a 
Border’s card in a drawer I forgot to ever redeem. And one from Circuit City, too. Both 
are now great collector’s items, but have lost their $25 values. Buyer beware!

Still need more ideas? Well tech does not have to be computers (though a Mac or pc 
or laptop would be most welcome at our house), you know?  There are a host of other 
possibilities. At our house a radio is always welcome. There are HD Radios which get 
the “hidden” signals we have written about in these pages before, available from just 
$39 if you can find one. We found ours last year at Best Buy (one of the few places 
which sell HD radios, even though we had to tell staff what one was, which is sad). And 
there are also things to save your, your friends or family’s life you could give. Think a 
smoke detector, a carbon monoxide detector or a Weather Radio.

That latter device is inseparable from us. We have four of them, including a portable 
for trips. When there are no storms one can be used to tell the temperature (great 
when you wake up at home or in a hotel in a strange city) and you can also get the 
scoop on the forecast for the coming week and any special conditions. In times of 
storms or blizzards they are great life-savers. Weather Radios can be had at anywhere 
from Walgreen’s and Radio Shack or Lowes or Home Depot to fancy stores for $20 up. 
Just remember if you buy a bit more expensive one it can be set to come on any time 
the weather bureau issues a watch or warning. It might be a pain to be awakened at 
2.45 a.m. by that buzzer, but would you rather take shelter with proper warning or die 
in your bed?

Still haven’t seen anything which appeals? There are e-readers (the Nook or Kindle 
to name two) from $59 if you can find a deal and there are e-books, too. You can give 
that novel or movie to a friend or family member via a gift card or order through the 
service which provides the reader they have. Again our caution: be sure what you give 
matches what they have as Nook books won’t work on Kindle Fire and the other way 
round, too, though there is a Kindle app for the iPad.

We also have not mentioned the ever-popular digital cameras because with the even-
more-popular cell phone cameras getting better and better there are honestly fewer 
and fewer reasons to buy a digital cam. That said, they have come down in price and 
what used to be a $200 gift can now be had in fairly decent quality for $39 or $59. Do 
shop and compare the number of megapixels you are getting. The more pixels, the 
sharper the picture, so don’t fall for anything under 10 or 11 megapixels if you want a 
happy recipient.

Still need more ideas? There’s always a Sony PlayStation 4 or an XBox One...both due 
to hit the streets about the same time these words do. Just remember these gadgets are 
now mini-computers and can access the net, view TV, movies and more. They are also 
a few hundred bucks so you will have to splash out if you plan to give one as a gift. A 
cheaper alternative would be some games or an XBox Live membership.  Remember 
that Microsoft and Sony do not tend to play well together so what works on one won’t 
on the other so be certain which your recipient has or plans to get. 

And finally, a TV would make a great gift. Flat screens have plunged in price to just a 
bit over $100 for an entry-level small one. They have also grown in size and if you have 
a bunch of cash you can get sizes up to 85 or 90 inches these days. You can hook one 
up to most any device (think computer monitor or XBox or Apple TV) and they also 
can be used for (amazing) watching TV, too, by merely attaching an antenna or cable 
box. Do remember that if you buy a screen for someone it’s a good idea to see what 
they want to do with it as some models work better for gaming, while others make 
home theatre fans salivate. They all claim to do equally well for any/all uses, but from 
our experience it’s just not the case. There are also different types of screens — HD, 
3D and backlit plus LCD, plasma and LED — so if you plan to gift a TV set (to use 
the obsolete term) it might be a good idea to offer a gift certificate or an “I’ll take you 
shopping after Christmas” letter so the person can get what he or she wants and finds 
best for their eyes. Some sets, for example, do richer colours, while others have blacker 
blacks. All important variables.

And for this year, that’s our Santa list, except to say we left Chanukah out this time 
because it was so early (back in November) that by the time you read these words the 
candles will all be burned down, the latkes on our waists and the Jewish holiday will 
be history until next year.
That just leaves us to say: Merry Christmas!
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs
“We need to talk.” Possibly the worst four words in the human language. No one wants 
to hear this brief and ominous statement, because more often than not, it’s leading to a 
break-up.  

Everyone has suffered through at least one break-up in their lives. The reasons people 
part are as varied as stars in the sky — they cheat, they realise that they are unhappy, 
they realise a relationship is harder than they thought and they don’t want to put in 
the effort or they merely grow apart. No matter what the reason or who you are, it’s 
never easy. Sure, we lie through our smiles and say it’s no big deal as we hide behind 
our armour, but beneath the façade of tanned muscles, expensive clothes and feigned 
self-confidence that make it seem like we’re living our lives like nothing has happened, 
the broken, splintered hearts lie bleeding.

It could be a relationship of ten weeks, ten months or ten years — the razor-sharp 
sting is still there. When a relationship ends there’s not only the grief from losing 
someone who is important to you, there is also the pain of seeing all the visions of 
your life together disappear. Your future is suddenly empty. When two people connect, 
their lives become entwined. Now, seeing your life stretch ahead of you without your 
partner means it’s time to start over.

In the beginning there’s the empty hope of denial as you think that maybe it isn’t really 
the end. Maybe you are just going through a rough patch and any minute now the 
phone will ring or the text will chirp and you will realise that it was nothing but a silly 
misunderstanding. But the phone remains silent, mocking you with its blank glass 
stare. So, maybe you should call or text, right? But when you do, there’s no response.  
That’s when the empty rooms start to close in on you as you wander them like a ghost, 
the heavy weight of the truth pressing harder and harder on your heart.

Then, the “if only” stage starts. If only I had paid attention to the little things. If only 
I hadn’t been afraid to show my true feelings. If only I hadn’t worked so much. If only 
I could have one more moment, one more kiss, one more chance. But it’s too late.  
When the cold reality that the relationship is lost forever finally sets in, that heavy pain 
in your heart spreads and crashes over you like a wave, dragging you down into the 
darkness.

The stage that comes next is the worst. Days (weeks? months?) pass as you lay in bed 
staring at the ceiling or the television, seeing but not really seeing, walking through 
the motions of your life like a wraith until you move to the second tier of this stage.  
This consists of listening to the saddest songs you can find and crying uncontrollably 
at the lyrics that remind you of happiness past, the miserable present and the empty 
future. Fix You by Coldplay is a good choice. My Immortal by Evanescence is also gut 
wrenching. Someone Like You by Adele is practically perfect. Whatever you prefer, it 
seems there are more songs about breaking up and being crushed by love’s cruel touch 
than there are songs about the giddiness of falling in love.  

So, as you pour whatever alcoholic beverage you think will make you feel better down 
your throat, these songs will almost make you feel like you aren’t the only one in the 
world who feels the way you do right now.  But you are the only one who’s ever felt 
this much pain in the history of time, right? At least that’s what it feels like. People will 
try to console you and comfort you, and they will say: “I know how you feel.” But they 
don’t. Not really, anyway. Because just like every relationship is different, so is every 
break-up. The reasons, the circumstances and the events that fill up your past all differ 
from person-to-person.

Looking back over the ruins of a failed relationship you see the tiny things that meant 
nothing before are now treasures that sparkle mockingly in your mind. The way they 
said your name, the way they laughed, the smell of their skin, opening your eyes in 
the morning and seeing them there; each minor detail now seems like a monument to 

what you had together. You think of all the things you never did and all the places you 
will never go, all the moments that are lost forever on the empty road in front of you.  
You lay awake at night with tears drying on your face saying all the things you wished 
you would have said in the first place to the empty pillow next to you.
 
As you force yourself to avoid the places and things that remind you of the one who 
broke your heart the pain begins to lessen. You hide the photos and the souvenirs.  
You stop looking at your phone with the hopes of seeing their name. Even the dreams 
begin to fade in the light of each new day. Until you are blindsided. Someone you 
haven’t seen in a while asks you how your relationship is going. A stranger walks by in 
a cloud of the same cologne your ex used to wear. You find a forgotten note tucked into 
a book you decided to read again. Then there is the absolute worst blindside: you see 
your ex with someone else. And it’s like a sucker punch right to your healing heart.

After you recover from that thunderbolt, the real question bubbles up from the bottom 
of your mind: how do I compare to this new person? Am I better or worse? Because if 
their new love is better than you in some way you think the reason they left you was 
because maybe you weren’t good enough. But what if they aren’t better? What if they 
are someone who doesn’t deserve to be with the person you once loved... someone less 
attractive, less attentive, less intelligent? How should you feel then? Happy because 
you know you’re better? Or what the fuck was wrong with me to make my ex leave me 
for that?

When the last stage comes and you’ve healed and moved on — alone or with someone 
new — you look back on the pain you felt would never end and view it with a fresh 
perspective. Maybe you will hold the good times before the break-up in a special place 
locked deep within your heart. Maybe you’ll think of your ex fondly when they cross 
your mind. Maybe you’ll realise you’re better off without the person that caused you 
so much pain. They say the best way to get over someone is to get under someone.  
They say that it takes half the time you were with someone to get over them. These are 
myths, my friends. You’ll get over it when you’re ready to get over it and not within a 
situation or a timeframe. And every day is one step closer.

No matter how painful a break-up can be, there are people out there who stay together 
even though every instinct is telling them to part. Maybe it’s because they’re scared 
to be alone or scared that they will never find another person to spend their life 
with. But that is not the case. The world is groaning under the weight of available 
partners and they are everywhere. The grocery store, the gym, the dog park, Target, 
Starbucks, walking down the street — maybe even standing next to you right now. It 
may happen quickly or it may take some time, but there’s nothing wrong with being on 
your own as you learn to trust yourself and your emotions before jumping into your 
next relationship. It’s a time for self-discovery and reinvention as you find yourself 
unfettered.

We all have people in our pasts who have left us and broken our hearts. There may be 
people in our future that do the same. If you believe the old adage that time heals all 
wounds, it’s true. But some wounds leave scars. And just like the scar on your knee or 
your shoulder or your forehead, the scars on your heart have stories that go with them 
and are a constant reminder of the trauma that caused each one. As the days glide by, 
you will see that the sun still shines, the world keeps turning, the flowers still bloom 
and the seasons keep changing. Moving on is simple. It’s what you leave behind that’s 
so hard.      
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Bag Ladies 
Bus Indy!
Word Photos:  Brenda Havens
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Covering all your real estate needs when you need us.
Anthony       eam realty

Jim Anthony, REALTOR®  •  317.488.1673  •  www.AnthonyTeamRealty.com

f. c. tucker company, inc.
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WRAP GIFTS
Nov. 22–Dec. 24 

Barnes & Noble
South Green River Road 

Help wrap gifts, with tips 
benefiting the project. 
Email nerwin@insightbb.com or 

call 812–470–6113 for more information.

PROVIDE GIFTS
Be a sponsor of 

a family or an individual. 
Send a donation to: 

TSA Holiday Project
P.O. Box 2901

Evansville, IN 47728 

or donate at 
www.AIDSHolidayProject.org. 

Email wallypaynter@aol.com or 
call 812–480–0204 for more information.

VOLUNTEER
Help in other ways. 
Email wallypaynter@aol.com or 
call 812–480–0204 to learn how.

www.AIDSHolidayProject.org 
www.tsagl.org

Tri-State Alliance’s

Help meet the needs of 
low-income Tri-State families 

impacted by HIV/AIDS

Be someone’s holiday miracle...
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For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628   18+   ©2013 PC LLC    www.MegaMatesMen.com    2542

1-888-
 MegaMatesTM

For other local 
numbers call: 

FREE CODE:
Indy Word

Indianapolis

(317) 322.9000
Chicago
(312) 726.6342
Dayton
(937) 395.9001
Columbus
(614) 888.7777
Cincinnati
(513) 821.4500
Louisville
(502) 561.6666

WARNING
HOT GUYS!

TO LISTEN &
REPLY TO ADS!

FREE

 

Saturday, Dec. 14th, 2013 
Barnes & Noble  

624 S. Green River Rd 
Evansville, IN 

 
A percentage of your Barnes & Noble purchases will 
benefit the Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project. 

 

www.AIDSHolidayProject.org 

Visit BN.COM/bookfairs to support us online from 
12/14/13 to 12/20/13 by entering 

Bookfair ID 11218914 at checkout. 
 

Tri State Alliance 
 

Event Proudly Sponsored In Part By

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/632.8840
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

It’s December. The holidays are upon us, so stay active and don’t eat too many holiday 
treats. Also, this month I invite you to meet me in St. Louis — a great historic city with 
a wonderful transit system and lots to do. It’s perfect for a long weekend get away from 
other Midwest cities. We also have sports team holiday parties and more, so what say 
we get to it?
 

Tennis moves indoors
 
Like to travel? Then head west because the Palm Springs tournament is coming up. 
Details at www.glta.net for this and other tennis club tournaments. Closer to home, 
IndyTennis is playing indoors again at the West Indy tennis centre (4458 Guion Road) 
on Sundays. The fee is $12 members / $14 non-members. One court will be available 
when there are five or fewer players. For six players, there will be two courts and for 
10, there will be three, and so on. Players should plan on playing doubles. Times vary 
each Sunday so check with them.
 

Frontrunners Holiday dinner in Indianapolis scheduled 17th December

The Frontrunners of Indianapolis are having their annual holiday dinner on the 17th 
of December at Binkley’s Restaurant in Broad Ripple. Contact them if you can make it. 

As far as running off some of those calories, they still meet 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays at 
the Zoo and at 10 a.m. on Saturdays at Butler University in the Hinkle Fieldhouse 
parking lot (weather permitting). Walkers are welcome, too. For other teams, try www.
frontrunners.org and get moving this month!
 

Las Vegas hosts Sin City Shootout in January for Gay athletes in 16 sports

Getting ready for Gay Games in Cleveland/Akron next Summer?  A great way is at the 
Sin City Shootout in Las Vegas, which will be held 16th through 20th January at the 
Tropicana. Almost 7,000 gay & lesbian athletes and their friends will be competing in 
16 sports. Visit www.sincityshootout.com for details. Also don’t forget to register for 
Gay Games 2014 in Cleveland/Akron which will run next year from 9th through 16th 
August. All the details online at www.GG9cle.com Let’s show them lots of support from 
the Midwest sports teams.  
 

Roller girls Season Opener is the 28th of December

The Naptown Roller Girls will kick off their season the 28th of December at the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds. Details at www.naptownrollergirls.com

Monthly weekend getaway special: Meet me in St Louis

St. Louis is a charming, historical city with a great transit system (MetroLink light 
rail), several sports teams (including hockey) and great museums. I love the many 
French names around town, too. 
 
The Central West End neighbourhood is a must-see historic area filled full of shops 
and restaurants (and old brick houses) near Forest Park. It’s very pedestrian friendly. 
They even have private streets with lots of old well maintained brick buildings. Take 
MetroLink to the Central West End station and walk along Locust Street. Check out 
that art deco masterpiece, the Chase Park Plaza Hotel and Condos, near the entrance 
to Forest Park. Best of all, you can stay at the Chase, though as my publisher found 
out, it will cost you as the art deco lovliness is wonderful, but rooms don’t come cheap. 
 
Other attractions include the Missouri Botanical Garden, Union Station (with its own 
hotel, many restaurants and a mall) and of course Forest Park which has an art and 
history museum. The History Museum has artifacts from the 1904 World’s Fair which 
is the one which made popular the city’s unofficial anthem: Meet Me In St. Louis.

Also while visiting stroll down tony Washington Avenue downtown, which has a lot of 
shops and restaurants. Wear your urban hipster outfit for this one. The area has lots 
of retrofitted buildings now used as apartments and condos. Sadly you can no longer 
shop at the old Famous Barr department store which became a Macy’s but shut down 
downtown in August, much to the regret of many locals.

A visit to the Gateway Arch and waterfront are also a must. If you are claustrophobic 
you might wanna re-think the trip to the top, but you can still enjoy a walk around the 
park at the base of the tallest man-made national monument in the country.

Other things not to miss...
 
—St. Louis has a gay & lesbian community centre at 4337 Manchester Street, so pop 
by and meet some of the locals.
 
—Don’s miss the sculptures at the City Garden at 8th and Washington.

Looking to get to St. Louis? Well you could go 110 m.p.h. on Amtrak to St. Louis, 
but you will need first to connect in Chicago if you are coming from Indianapolis or 
Cincinnati, so it’s sort of the long way around. It is somewhat difficult to fly to St. 
Louis anymore as neither Southwest nor American go non-stop from Indianapolis 
these days but the bus and train are available or it’s just a four or five hour drive for 
many of our readers — unless you are in Springfield or Decatur where that drive is 
under 90 minutes. 
 
The new inter-modal Amtrak/Greyhound station is near the Civic Centre MetroLink 
and once there, the MetroLink light rail ($2.25, except $4 from the airport) can take 
you to many of the main attractions.

I took the Burlington Trailways Bus and Greyhound Bus from Indianapolis (and 
changed buses at Champaign / Urbana). The fare was around $40 with an advance 
purchase. Other options include Amtrak through Chicago (where you go 110 mph on 
part of the route between Dwight and Pontiac). Mid-week special fares are quite low. 
Book your trip at www.amtrak.com 
 
Lodging options include the pricy but neat Chase - Park Plaza or you can stay in 
Union Station or at a restored shoe factory (now a Sheraton). Other hotels include The 
Parkway, the Comfort Inn and the publisher tells me he got a small, but lovely $64 
room with a view overlooking the Arch at the downtown Hyatt Regency via Priceline. 
All the major chains are also downtown so you have a lot of choices. Read my and 
others’ St. Louis hotel reviews at www.tripadvisor.com or www.yelp.com
 
Alas, St. Louis has no gay newspaper (though this one does go there in small 
numbers), but The RiverFront Times is their alternative weekly and has some of “our” 
news, too. Check out more information on all the great neighbourhoods, including 
packages, at www.explorestlouis.com/LGBT and as I said at the outset, Meet Me In St. 
Louis!

Word photo at left & 
panorama at top by 
Ted Fleischaker.
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A Holiday 
Celebration

featuring

Pride of Indy Concert Band

Pride of Indy Jazz Ensemble
and

Wednesday, December 11th – 6:30pm
Indianapolis Artsgarden

Concert is FREE | Donations Accepted

Street Parking available or 
at any Circle Centre Mall garage 

Handicap Accessible

Arts Council of Indianapolis & 
Pride of Indy Bands 

present

Our Media Partners:

For more information, visit us at 
www.prideofindy.org

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30
Doors open at 7 pm, Show begins at 8 pm

The Athenaeum, Main Theater

$15 in advance 
$17 at the door

To purchase tickets in advance, Please Visit 

www.prideofindy.org

F E A T U R I N G

– Brenda Williams – 
– Sean Baker –

PRIDE OF INDY

Vegas Baby!
Pride of Indy Jazz Ensemble 
Presents
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Sheila's 
Column

By Sheila Suess Kennedy
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Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
To The Region’s Best & Largest Gay Newspaper, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

Here in Indiana — variously called the “buckle on the bible belt” or the “South’s 
middle finger”— we like to go our own way. The Indiana legislature once famously 
passed a law to “establish mathematical truth” by dictating a new value for pi, and 
while that effort may have been a particular low point, the state is not noted for the 
quality of its legislation, to put it mildly. 

Now we are going against the tide once again. As state after state recognises same-sex 
marriage (including Illinois, our nearest neighbour to the west), Indiana’s legislature 
is poised to pass something called HJR-6, which would require a referendum on just 
how strongly we want to ban marriage equality. Since Indiana law already defines 
marriage as a union between one man and one woman, Hoosiers wouldn’t be deciding 
whether gay, lesbian, bi & trans folks should have a right to marry. The ballot issue 
would be whether to place that ban in the state’s constitution and expand it to prohibit 
civil unions and any other relationship “structurally similar” to marriage.

Whatever the hell that means.

Since even Indiana isn’t entirely safe from the winds of cultural change, however, 
there is considerable opposition to HJR-6, and that opposition is mounting — led, 
interestingly enough, by the business community. Freedom Indiana, the bipartisan 
coalition formed to oppose HJR-6, began with substantial contributions from 
Eli Lilly & Company and Cummins Engine. Subsequently, Indiana University, 
DePauw and Wabash Colleges, the Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce and Emmis 
Communications, among others, have joined the coalition.

Until recently, virtually all the pressure for passage of a constitutional amendment has 
come from the “usual subjects”— the Indiana Family Institute and similar “Christian” 
extremist organisations. However, earlier this month, a northern Indiana Tea Party 
group announced that it would also be lobbying for passage of the amendment. 
Because Tea Party folks are all about limited government.

Right.

Listen up, Tea Party people: limited government means limited. Not just low-tax, not 
just no pesky government interference when your business dumps toxic waste into 
the local river. Limited. As in “government doesn’t belong in my boardroom or my 
bedroom.” 

As in, “government doesn’t get to decide who or how I love, how many children I 
have, whether I use contraceptives or even whether I carry a pregnancy to term. 
Government doesn’t get to dictate my religious beliefs or observances, doesn’t get 
to tell me what political positions to endorse, doesn’t get to prescribe my reading 
materials and doesn’t get to choose the people with whom I associate.”

As George Bush Senior might say, “read my lips”: you are either genuinely for limited 
government or you aren’t. If you are truly a limited government advocate, you’re 
required to be at least moderately consistent. At the very least, you have to refrain 
from demanding that government impose your religious beliefs on your fellow 
citizens.

If you just want to “limit” government’s ability to tax you, you aren’t an advocate of 
limited government. You just don’t want to pay for the services government delivers.

You’re just one of those assholes who doesn’t want to pay his dues.
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

120 East Market Street, Suite 370 , Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317.236.0477  / 317.454.0732 (Fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

Every day of our lives, we make assumptions. We assume that the people we encounter 
regularly will behave in the manner to which we are accustomed. We assume that if 
we take care of our cars, they will get us to where we want to go. In fact, we need to 
make assumptions to bring order to our world. But in some parts of our life — such as 
investing — assumptions can prove dangerous. 

Of course not all investment-related assumptions are bad. But here are a few that, at 
the least, may prove to be counter-productive:   

—“Real estate will always increase in value.” Up until the 2008 financial crisis, which 
was caused, at least partially, by the “housing bubble,” most people would probably 
have said that real estate is always a good investment. But since then, we’re all more 
painfully aware that housing prices can rise and fall. That isn’t to say that real estate 
is always a bad investment — as a relatively small part of a diversified portfolio, it can 
be appropriate, depending on your goals and risk tolerance. But don’t expect endless 
gains, with no setbacks.

—“Gold will always glitter.” During periods of market volatility, investors often flee to 
gold, thereby driving its price up. But gold prices will fluctuate, sometimes greatly, and 
there are risks in all types of gold ownership, whether you’re investing in actual bars of 
gold or gold “futures” or the stocks of gold-mining companies. 

—“I can avoid all risks by sticking with CDs.” It’s true that Certificates of Deposit (CDs) 
offer a degree of preservation of principal. But they’re not risk-free; their rates of re-
turn may be so low that they don’t even keep up with inflation, which means you could 
incur purchasing-power risk. Again, having CDs in your portfolio is not a bad thing, 
but you’ll only want to own those amounts that are suitable for your objectives.

—"The price of my investment has gone up — I must have made the right decision.”  
This assumption could also be made in reverse — that is, you might think that, since 
the price of your investment has dropped, you must have made the wrong choice. This 
type of thinking causes investors to hold on to some investments too long, in the hopes 
of recapturing early gains, or selling promising investments too soon, just to “cut their 
losses.” Don’t judge investments based on short-term performance; instead, look at 
fundamentals and long-term potential.

—“If I need long-term care, Medicare will cover it.” You may never need any type of 
long-term care, but if you do, be prepared for some big expenses. The national average 
per year for a private room in a nursing home is nearly $84,000, according to a recent 
survey by Genworth, a financial security company. 

This cost, repeated over a period of years, could prove catastrophic to your financial 
security during your retirement. And, contrary to many people’s assumptions, Medi-
care may only pay a small percentage of long-term care costs. You can help yourself by 
consulting with a financial professional, who can provide you with strategies designed 
to help cope with long-term care costs. 

You can’t avoid all assumptions when you’re investing. But by staying away from ques-
tionable ones, you may avoid being tripped up on the road toward your financial goals. 

On another topic as we get set to wrap up the year, if you’ve been around long-time in-
vestors, you’ll probably hear them say, ruefully, “If only I had gotten in on the ground 
floor of such-and-such computer or social media company, I’d be rich today.” That 
may be true — but is it really relevant to anyone anymore? Do you have to be an early 
investor of a spectacular company to achieve investment success?

Not really. Those early investors of the “next big thing” couldn’t have fully anticipated 
the tremendous results enjoyed by those companies. But these investors all had one 
thing in common: They were ready, willing and able to look for good opportunities.  

And that’s what you need to do, too. Of course, you may never snag the next big thing, 
but that’s not the point. If you’re going to be a successful investor, you need to be 
diligent in your search for new opportunities. And these opportunities don’t need to be 
brand-new to the financial markets — they can just be new to you.

For example, when you look at your investment portfolio, do you see the same types of 
investments? If you own mostly aggressive growth stocks, you have the possibility of 
gains — but, at the same time, you do risk taking losses, from which it may take years 
to recover. 

On the other hand, if you’re “overloaded” with certificates of deposit (CDs) and Treas-
ury bills, you may enjoy protection of principal but at the cost of growth potential, 
because these investments rarely offer much in the way of returns. In fact, they may 
not even keep up with inflation, which means that if you own too many of them, you 
will face purchasing-power risk. To avoid these problems, look for opportunities to 
broaden your holdings beyond just one or two asset classes.

Here’s another way to take advantage of opportunities: Don’t take a “time out” from 
investing. 

When markets are down, people’s fears drive them to sell investments whose prices 
have declined — thereby immediately turning “paper” losses into real ones — rather 
than holding on to quality investment vehicles and waiting for the market to recover. 
But successful investors are often rewarded when they not only hold on to investments 
during declines but also increase their holdings by purchasing investments whose 
prices have fallen — or adding new shares to existing investments — thereby following 
the first rule of investing: Buy low. 

When the market rises again, these investors should see the value of their new invest-
ments, or the shares of their existing ones, increase in value. (Keep in mind, though, 
that when investing in stocks, there are no guarantees; some stocks do lose value and 
may never recover.)

Instead of looking for that one great “hit” in the form of an early investment in a 
skyrocketing stock, you’re better off by seeking good opportunities in the form of new 
investments that can broaden your existing portfolio or by adding additional shares, at 
good prices, to your existing investments. 

These moves are less glitzy and glamorous than getting in on the ground floor of the 
next big thing – but, in the long run, they may make you look pretty smart indeed. 

From all of us at Edward Jones, have a great holiday season and thank you for reading 
my column his year. I’ll be back in January with more. 

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
To The Region’s Best & Largest Gay Newspaper, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!



      The Word   December  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 53 



Page 54       The Word   December  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word   December  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 55 



Page 56       The Word   December  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

We come to you with our Brazilian Style Charcoal Grill
Featuring the Freshest Choice & Prime Meats, Sides & More

We cater any event - From 10 or more, Indoor Or Out

Call Us For Your Holiday Parties, O�ce Get-Togethers, Weddings, Birthdays & More
We Put The “Special” In Special events From Just $30 Per Person 

We Do It All

Call Or e-Mail Today For A Quote & More Information!

Tradicao Brazilian Grill
“Where We Keep The Brazilian Style Alive”TBG

(317) 840-6748
www.tradicaobraziliangrill.com

tradicaobraziliangrill@hotmail.com
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There’s One Big Reason Why Word Ads Work...
And This Is It!

We not only 
have the     
largest   Print         
circulation in 
the Southern 
Midwest, but 
we can prove 
it!

Ask ANY other 
gay & lesbian 
newspaper you 
advertise with 
to do the same 
& if they don’t, 
Then do what 
most 
businesses     
already do: 
Call Us!

317/632.8840

Or

502/454.4877.

P.S. We also have 
3,000+ down-
loads a month at                 
www.thegayword.com
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Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Medical 
Matters

To keep our lawyers happy, be advised that the recommendations 
which are contained in this column are suggestions, but are not to be 

taken as medical advice. Always consult your physician or a healthcare 
professional before taking any medications, undertaking any physical 

fitness or other exercise programme.

One of my two partners doesn’t take anything unless the doctor insists. The other 
takes whatever he’s told and then adds all manner of what he calls “herbals” to his 
regimen. I fall somewhere in the middle. 

It’s taken awhile, but I have finally managed to get the one of us who will try most 
any herbal to provide the doctor with a list of his herbals — which run from Valerian 
Root for his problems sleeping to Cat’s Claw which he says helps fight off the effects 
of a case of Lyme Disease he got from tick bites some years ago. 
Do they work? Maybe, according to the experts. And does the doctor need to know 
if you or I or my partner takes these herbals? A definite yes to that because those 
herbals can affect your body and other prescriptions you might have to take. Some of 
them can even be deadly with the wrong combination of prescription and even over-
the-counter drugs.

The truth is, however, that very few healthcare professionals in the United States like 
answering questions about natural medicine products — the proper name for what 
my partner calls “herbals”. Chances are if you’ve asked your doctor about herbal 
products, they probably resisted answering the question and told you to ask your 
pharmacist. Afterall, pharmacists are supposed to be the experts about medicines, 
right?  Problem is that most pharmacists don’t like answering questions about herbal 
products any more than the doctors do.  Why is that? How could it be?
First off, herbal products are not regulated by the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). That means anyone can market, package and distribute these “medicines” 
and sell them to you and me supposedly to “fix” or “cure” most any ailment we have.

But wait! There’s a notice on the bottles and it says right there that the FDA calls 

to be both effective and safe, they’re evaluated on whether or not their use requires 
the supervision of a physician.  If they can be used safely without the supervision of 
a physician, they are sold over-the-counter.  If they require a physician’s supervision, 
they are deemed “prescription-only” drugs.  The lack of studies to support the use of 
herbal products for certain conditions makes a lot of healthcare professionals leery 
of recommending them to patients and I’d fib were I not to say it also makes a lot 
of us patients scared to try them because not only is data scarce about their efficacy 
and safety, but even less data is available to you and me about how herbal products 
interact with other herbals, over-the-counter meds and prescriptions — not to mention 
if they really work.  

Need an example? Gingko, which is frequently marketed by companies as a “memory 
booster,” can cause serious bleeding problems if taken with aspirin. St. John’s 
Wort, a popular herbal for depression, can diminish the effectiveness of both oral 
contraceptives and a group of medications used to treat HIV called protease inhibitors.  
Many consumers believe that herbals are neutral when it comes to interactions with 
their medications since they are so readily available at their local pharmacies, but that 
simply is not the case.  

Where do druggists and doctors stand on the use of natural products?  The answers 
from the ones we have spoken with are as diverse as asking someone at the local 
nightspot what their favourite drink is: all over the map. One physician we spoke with 
says she approves of the herbals, uses several herself and so long as you inform your 
primary care doc what you are using (to avoid any interactions with other herbals or 
prescriptions) she has no problem with their use — though certainly not in every case.

A local pharmacist who wrote about the topic in these pages a few years ago said, 
“I tend to agree with the crowd that says IF there is evidenced-based data for the 
effectiveness and safety of the product, AND there are no suitable FDA-approved 
products for you to treat the condition diagnosed by your physician, AND there are no 
known drug interactions with any of the ‘traditional’ medications you are taking, AND 
you firmly believe that the product is helping to alleviate the condition you’re using it 
for, what’s the harm?  There are a lot of ifs and ands in that sentence, but each one is 
equally important.”

So what should you think or do? Well there are three folks at our house and as I said 
at the outset, one swears by his herbals, one won’t touch them and the 3rd of us takes 
fish oil and one other and says they seem to work fine. 

Remember that it’s crucial that your doctor(s) and pharmacist(s) know if you’re taking 
any herbal products in addition to the medications that you receive by prescription or 
purchase over-the-counter.  It is also good to tell them why you are taking that herbal 
product and how long you have been taking it. Also, be certain to include all of the 
over-the-counter and herbal products you take routinely and as needed on your list 
of medications that you carry with you at all times and hand over annually to your 
doctors. As we are approaching the first of the year, and since the new health law 
requires those forms be reviewed and updated every year under the guidelines, now 
would be a good time to look at what you are taking, why you are taking it and include 
it on your updated list. It’s also a great way to remind your doctor what pills you take 
and let her or him have a vote in whether the mix is right for you.

Finally, as mentioned previously, data about herbal products is hard to come by and 
while I’d recommend you start by asking for some with your local doc or pharmacist, 
there are a few consumer-friendly websites you can try. They may not offer the answer 
to your questions (for that you will have to talk to the doc or pharmacist) but these are 
a few resources you can use to find an answer (if it’s out there) to your unanswered 
questions. Good luck, stay healthy and have a great holiday!

Helpful websites:

http://www.fda.gov/Food/DietarySupplements/ConsumerInformation/ucm110417.htm

http://www.webmd.com/vitamins-supplements/default.aspx 

http://www.drugs.com/npc/ 

these dietary supplements, not drugs, so 
it’s the law, right? 
Well The Dietary Supplement Health 
and Education Act of 1994 (DSHEA) 
classified herbs as “dietary supplements” 
and not “drugs,” but all that means is 
that the FDA is not required to regulate 
them.  [So then why are some naturally 
occurring plants, like marijuana, 
regulated by the government?  The 
answer is that marijuana is currently 
classified as an “illicit drug” and not a 
“dietary supplement” or a “medicinal 
drug,” so it is overseen by a division of the 
government called the Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) though even that is 
currently changing with several states 
“legalising” pot for “medicinal use,” and 
others for “recreational purposes, though 
that’s a story for another day.].  

But back to those other roots, oils and 
herbs... Manufacturers of herbal products 

can make claims about their product’s supposed safety and efficacy, but the claims 
don’t have to have any scientific evidence to support them (unlike claims made about 
drugs).  The only stipulation is that manufacturers cannot claim that their herbal 
products diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any diseases. For example, a company 
can say that their product “improves your mood” but they cannot say that it “treats 
depression.”  Just look on most any bottle and there’s a politely worded FDA-required 
statement which says exactly that — that the FDA had not guaranteed or tested the 
product. In other words: it’s the maker’s word against yours and your doctor’s if that 
herbal will treat, help or do anything positive. And it’s your responsibility not to 
let it harm or kill you with an interaction to something your doctor did prescribe. 
In addition, that herbal may (or may not) do you any good at all aside from taking 
bucks out of your wallet. Get all that?

So back to your drugstore. Pharmacists primarily learn about FDA-approved drugs 
during their time at pharmacy school.  The reason for this is because the efficacy 
and safety of these drugs has been critically evaluated.  If drugs are ineffective and 
/or unsafe for human use, they are not introduced to the market.  If they are found 
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Estate & Wealth
Management for
LGBT Couples

�  Cohabitation Agreements
�  Medical Directives & Health Care Proxies
�  Living Wills
�  Revocable Trust
�  Durable Power of Attorney
�  Separation Agreements

B L O O M I N G T O N
511 Woodscrest Dr.

812.332.5000

I N D I A N A P O L I S  
101 W. Ohio St. 
317.453.2000

www.lawmg.net



      The Word   December  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 61 



Page 62       The Word   December  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

A Hot Air Balloon Ride is a great gift 
for people who love adventure! And 
it’s an experience they’ll remember  
for a lifetime!
Purchase this MBR Special Holiday Gift 
Package from Midwest Balloon Rides 
and you’ll get a gift certificate for two 
tucked into the front inside cover of the 
collector’s book, Aloft! at the Albuquerque 
International Balloon Fiesta®, a 120 page 
full color 9"x11" coffee table book. This 
book features beautiful pictures and 
information about hot air balloons—it’s  
a great book for all to peruse.

The MBR Special Holiday Gift Package 
recipient will believe they are getting a 
book as a gift until you direct them to 
open the front cover, revealing the gift 
certificate for a ride for two!

MBR  
Special Holiday  

Gift Package
$449

Includes one balloon ride  
for two, the Aloft  
collector’s book  

plus many extras! 
Visit  

midwestballooonrides.com  
to learn more.

We will ship the gift certificate 
in the Aloft book to you at no 
additional charge. 

To order, or for questions 
please contact us at tony@
midwestballoonrides.com  
or 317.863.0318

Wrap up the 
Ultimate Gift 
& Adventure  
this holiday season!

Wrap up the 
Ultimate Gift 
& Adventure  
this holiday season!

These Contestants 
‘Bear’ All @ 501

INDIANAPOLIS—From Speedos to 
suspenders, it was contest time at 
the 501 Eagle recently as Nathan 
Chalgren was named the new Mr. 
501 Cub, while Benjamin Benton 
took this year’s Bear prize. 

Word photos by Arthur Nelson 
Wood III.
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FEEL ALL THE STRESS & TENSION
MELT FROM YOUR BODY

UNDER THE HANDS
OF A NATIONALLY-CERTIFIED

MASSAGE THERAPIST

 INCREDIBLE 
90 Minute MASSAGE 

FOR JUST $75
CLINIC LOCATED On East 86th Street In The Nora Area

CALL RON AT
(317) 902-2796

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
WITH QUALITY MASSAGE!

DAYTON—The rumours you might have heard around town are valid. Yes, the 
building that currently houses MJ’s Café has been sold to a real estate developer who 
hopes to create market price loft apartments in the upper floors there and tentatively  
an additional penthouse level to be added with a rooftop common area for the new 
downtown dwellers, too.

That’s great news if you are looking for a place to live in downtown Dayton, but what’s 
that mean for Matt, Jerid, Bruce, DJ Hill and all the crew who work so tirelessly to 
entertain and party with you every night?

It means that MJ’s is on the move and by sometime in the Spring (Mid-April was the 
best guess The Word could get from co-owner Jerid Martel.) the club will be in new 
digs at 20 Jefferson Street. You might recall that address because it was formerly a 
bank and is still known as The Vault, which it does also still have — complete with 
18 inches of reinforced concrete and steel bars to boot. Since ain‘t nobody got time 
to remove or change all that, Jerid said he plans to use the old vault to house (quite 
safely, we might add) a huge walk-in cooler for the 20-tap beer system which the new 
MJ’s will boast, making it one of, if not the, largest selection of on-tap brews anywhere 
in the Midwest.

But not everything will be surrounded by 18 inches of cement and steel...the new 
facility will have plenty of open space, too, and part of that will house not one, but 
two stages. Jerid told the media, “We’ll have a smaller stage designed for the weekday 
crowd featuring your favourite boys, ladies, and karaoke superstars. A second and 
more grand stage, hidden behind a retractable wall, will open for weekends and host 
large shows and be able accommodate a theatre production including lights, curtains 
and all.”

The new space, when it opens in Spring 2014 will also have as a focal point a 
U-shaped bar where the MJ’s staff will be dishing up cocktails, all those drafts and 
bottles, too. A raised platform area will house the pool tables and adjacent VIP lounge.

But, as they said on TV for years: That’s not all! In addition to a unique inside, the new 
MJ’s will have a Jefferson Street patio area which will be very different from anything 
seen before in downtown Dayton and will more closely resemble the sidewalk cafes 
one sees in larger cities like Indianapolis, Chicago and Paris. To accomplish this, the 
glass front currently on the 20 Jefferson building will be demolished and glass walls 
rebuilt with an inset. In addition, Jerid told The Word that the club is working closely 
with several businesspeople to bring food service to what thus far mainly has been a 
place to drink, see a show or party.

“We are discussing the idea of  possibly partnering with a small restaurateur or 
entrepreneur who could be housed on-site with a pass-through window for guests to 
be served in the bar and offer carry-out sales from a separate entrance off Jefferson 
Street. While it’s a bit early to announce any particulars, we do hope that addition will 
make us a place like Indy’s English Ivy’s or Metro where some people will come for 
dinner, others for the bar or a show and others for the whole package.”

The new facility will have its main door on Jefferson Street which will allow patrons 
easy access to street parking, garages and lots in downtown, too, he added. 

He concluded his new building announcement by saying there will also be new jobs 
created.  Area residents looking for work should hop online or down to MJ’s (still in its 
current location) and fill out applications. “With the expansion of the bar, shows and 
food service MJ’s is hiring staff to fill the new positions we’re creating.” Applications 
may be obtained at the current bar or via MJ’s website at www.mjscafedayton.com/
application.htm and may be handed in or e-mailed directly to bruce@mjscafedayton.
com  M.J.’s is also looking for members of the community who may be skilled 
electricians, plumbers and craftsman to work the remodel. Applicants for those 
positions should contact Martel directly at jerid@mjcafedayton.com to discuss specific 
needs, schedules and plans.

Tiz’ True! 
Dayton’s MJ’s 

Is Moving!
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CREATE YOUR OWN DESTINY  

Build an agency in which you set the limits of your earning potential.  
If you are dynamic and ready to create your own destiny, 

the American National Family of Companies might be just the right fit for you. 

You can protect your new clientele with comprehensive coverage for 
auto, home, life, fixed annuities, commercial and agribusiness, and much more. 

We offer comprehensive training, attractive bonus programs, 
competitive commissions, and wonderful incentives! 

Contact us today to begin the path to your new destiny! 

 

Scott Lynch, MLGA 
513-275-1968 

scott.lynch@american-national.com 
American National Insurance Company – Galveston, TX  |  American National Property And Casualty Company  – Springfield, MO  |  Farm Family Group of Insurance Companies – Glenmont, NY 

American National Property And Casualty Company and Farm Family Group of Insurance Companies are subsidiaries of American National Insurance Company. 
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre

Damron
LGBT Travel Guides

with the 2013

For nearly 50 years, Damron has listed LGBT resorts, B&Bs, nightclubs, 
restaurants, cruises, tours & much more, across the US, Canada, Europe & beyond.

We’ll show you where to go! Trip OUT with Damron. 

Call for a free catalog. Got iPhone or iPad? Find Gay Scout and Gurl Scout in iTunes.
415/255-0404            www.damron.com

Out!Trip

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/632.8840

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

All things change... Goose in her poking around is happy to report to report one for 
the better and it’s that New Spirit MCC, the non-denominational church that meets at 
4033 Hamilton Avenue in Northside on Sunday mornings at 10.30, has a new pastor 
after five years. Her name is Rev. Joy Simpson and she holds a M.Div. from Saint Paul 
School of Theology in Kansas City, Missouri, with a specialisation in Women, Society 
and Church Studies. Moreover, she also holds an MA in French. Mon Dieu!  

Bobbi Morris, New Spirit’s treasurer, tells Goose that Rev. Joy was recently ordained by 
Metropolitan Community Church and by the time this is published will have arrived 
from Kansas City to start work in Cincinnati. You can keep track of New Spirit MCC 
activities at their public website: www.newspiritmcc.com  Since the interim pastor 
Rev. Melody Wolder left her post at the end of 2008, the pastorate has been open. The 
pulpit was shared with a number of local ministers: Joe Poynter (New Spirit MCC), 
Adriana Bustamante and Karen Gels Allen  (both of Living Waters Ministries in Day-
ton), Brother Michael Childs (Jubilee Church of Cincinnati) and MCC guest speakers 
- The Rev. Robin White and The Rev. Marj Creech.  Joy comes to Cincinnati as a part 
of a two year commitment with the organisation’s emerging ministries programme to 
assist churches in building up their local communities. The Goose wishes her well.  

In case any of you ever wonder why I bring up New Spirit - it was there on a Fall day 
in September of 1978 that I found community. I was new to Cincinnati and new to the 
gay scene those many years ago. I hope wherever you join in that you find the opportu-
nity to meet new people and grow yourself as I did.  

Sometimes a Facebook post is the best via the producer Cheryl Eagleson who posted 
this a few weeks ago: “After almost four decades of serving the lesbian, gay, bi and 
trans communities in greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky, Alternating Currents 
will end broadcasting on WVQC at 5 p.m. on Saturday the 19th of October. This is due 
to the fact that Media Bridges, the organisation that owns the radio license, is out of 
business. As a long time programmer and producer, I have enjoyed bringing to our 
listeners - gay and non gay alike - some of the best music, up-to-date news and infor-
mation about our community’s many organisations and activities. I want to thank all 
our programmers who have spent time on Saturday afternoons from 3 to 5 for bring-
ing their own style of show content and providing the city with the nation’s longest 
running (erratum - this columnist believes that distinction falls to WXPN Philadelphia) 
lesbian, gay, bi & trans radio show. Your support has been most gratifying. We will ex-
plore other alternatives in order to bring the show back to our listeners. For me, I can 
tell you that there is not much as fun as live radio. I had a blast.“

Christopher and Paul Spencer who have been regulars on the show intend to continue 
it, as a web based show, with a slight rename “Alternating Currents Radio.” Check 
their Facebook page for the new website: www.facebook.com/alternatingcurr  Your 
Goose spent 10 wonderful years of life producing from 1986 - 1996 until some rowdy 
guests dropped the “f” bomb on live radio. No regrets - I’d like to thank the many who 
helped me: Pat North, Michael Lloyd, Allen Black, Roger Caldwell, Steve Hempker, 
Ken Colegrove, Lisa Lange, Hugh McAfree...and like Cheryl we interviewed everyone it 
seemed, living and dead. I’d like to also acknowledge the ground-breaking work of the 
late John Zeh who started it all!  

OK, the word is out - the Gay, Lesbian, Bi & Trans Centre has become an online entity 
as we close our doors in Northside. In the new year, the centre will continue Pride 
Night at Kings Island, its online resources and maintain a phone number and a P.O. 
Box to answer questions and do business.  

While the exact wording of the new name for us might not be done as of this writing, 
I suspect (given more than a few hints) it will be something like the Gay & Lesbian 
Community Foundation of Cincinnati. The whole change is win-win and the com-
munity’s win is simple: with the money saved from not having to maintain a space, a 
grant making process will be announced in the new year at www.cincyglbt.com  The 
first grant (I can disclose) for 2014 will be to Cincinnati Pride (www.cincinnatipride.
org) for $5K to double the months of downtown pride banners (May and June 2014) 
and double the number of banners to 32 (from 16).  P.S. Don’t forget Cincinnati Pride 
falls on 31st May 2014 as we lead off next year’s Ohio event calendar.

Good holiday season to you!
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
Food and an odd fact this time....
And in the food part we had some really good pizza recently at the downtown 
Indianapolis version of Hot Box Pizza (30 East Georgia Street just west of 
Pennsylvania). That said, the dining room (what there is of it... I think I counted five 
tables.) is not somewhere I’d like to go again with bright lights, no table service (order 
at the counter) and little else, but wonderful pizzas make up for the lack of atmosphere. 
That’s this reviewer’s way of saying take it home or have it delivered (They have a very 
busy crew coming and going constantly to serve the area.) and you will be even happier.
What was on the plates was great and they offered me one of the largest and best 
side salads I have ever seen for just a few bucks. The menu says “lettuce, mozzarella 
cheese, pepperoni, banana peps and tomatoes” and it was all there in huge quantities — 
enough to share and then some sadly left behind.
As for the pies, what can I say but wonderful. Keep in mind that Hot Box is more the 
“popularly priced” pizza place than gourmet ones like Bazbeaux or their ilk, but with 
the downtown Greek’s location now history, and spots like Pearl Street a bit pricier and 
noisier, we had a very enjoyable meal for three under $50 at Hot Box. We could have 
cut that total by about a third had we done some of the specials and / or ordered a big 
pizza and shared, but in the interest of this review as well as what we three were in the 
mood for, we each did a personal size which did run up the cost. We also added the 
salad, some breadsticks (delicious) and three of their large soft drinks with cups you 
can take home (top rack dishwasher safe) and use again. That made the deal a pretty 
fair price for all we had to eat despite a bit of fear when we first ordered and saw the 
bill come by at the counter. The fear immediately vanished when food started to come 
out of the kitchen.
So what did we have? Well, “The Hotbox” was my choice and I enjoyed it. The menu 
says extra, extra pepperoni, cheese, sauce and banana peppers. We’d have been a bit 
happier had we been able to trade a few of the peppers for some onions, but this was a 
real mouth-enticer and is a definite one I’d have again. I could have done a build-your-
own and made the same with onions and fewer or no peppers, but on this first visit I 
was determined to stick with the programme.
One of my partners had the “Dixie Chicken” which includes chicken, onions and 
cheddar in BBQ sauce while the other did the “Heavy Veggie” which had green peppers, 
onions, mushrooms, olives, tomatoes, extra cheese and sauce. There was nothing much 
left of any of the three to bring home which is a testament to how much we liked them, 
even at the rather late dinner hour (after 9) when we walked down to eat.
The menu at Hot Box is correct, complete and really does tell what you will be getting, 
unlike some restaurants’ menus, which of late seem to be closer to fantasyland than 
what the kitchen actually sends out. And the writers were obviously humour-minded, 
saying, for example, about the veggie “We could all use more veggies. Except for 
vegetarians. We think they might have that covered. Omnivores and herbivores, we got 
your back.” and about the Hot Box “No witty description can properly prepare you for 
the awesomeness of our namesake pizza.  So, we’ll let it speak for itself.”
You get the idea here — truth in advertising and menu-writing and it’s all for the best — 
as is the food.
So our conclusion: Would we go back? Yes! Any day! Would we dine in next time? 
Probable not since we felt like we were in the way with nobody else doing so at 9 p.m. 
(We’re told the place gets hoppin’ after 2.30 a.m. by which time we are tucked up in 
bed.) the cramped dining area and the fact we just live a block away so it would make 
more sense to have them bring it or for us to go get it. What we went for, though, was 
the food and Hot Box does it right, serves it hot and at the end of the day, the pricing is 
more than fair — especially if, like us, you have a thing for pepperoni!
If you aren’t downtown, Hot Box has a Broad Ripple location, as well as Carmel, 
Fishers, Zionsville, Plainfield, Greenwood, West Lafayette and South Bend with more 
on the way. Meanwhile we’d recommend you try them.  The chain is, we feel, just 
big enough to do it right and not so big as to not care what you get to eat — are you 
listening Papa John’s and Dominos?
And finally, that odd fact: Having a lot of friends work in restaurants, we hear all sorts 
of interesting tales of what the various eateries do to get you (and me) to order more 
and bigger meals. One server we shall leave nameless who works in fine dining told 
us recently when we were having a meal together and a waiter brought a bread basket 
with our menus, “That wouldn’t happen where I work!” When we asked why he told 
us, “because if you wait for a table to order before you bring the bread, they will be 
hungrier and order more. Give them bread and they start to fill up and order less!”
As my late dad would have said: whooda thunk it? But it does make perfectly good (and 
profitable) sense!
Have a merry and a happy...we’ll see you in time for New Year’s Eve dining tips.

This is the month when you can’t win for losing....just when you think you are there, Santa 
shows up with a bag of coal. After we cats say thanks to the boys at our house for the 
Chanukah gifts (Damn it was early this year!) this is what we have been hearing... First off 
amazing how an item last month seems to have some folks raising their hackles. The item 
was about the witch being “dead” and was pretty blunt, but what do we hear now? Only 
that the same gossip queens who hang out at another bar and have always called this witch 
which we wrote about mean things have jumped to the witch’s defence since the witch has 
flown off and decided to move on. But wait! There’s more! We hear the witch’s employer 
has not been the butt of their vitriol but we poor pussies! Oh, and in case anyone’s worried, 
we hear the witch which we wrote about has landed her broom successfully elsewhere 
and so maybe a new employer will sweep clean! ... Moving along, was great to see Dean’s 
mum and dad back at work (albeit briefly) at Downtown Olly’s recently. They took a four-
day “working vacation” from Key West to see Indiana friends and from the look of things, 
as dad was carrying tools and a large piece of lumber, to do some work at the bar, too! 
We sure miss them!... Speaking of returning to town, we’d like to say we are sure some 
downtrodden folks in downtown Indy hope that they can someday return the favour of a 
member of our community who recently had a birthday. To celebrate, he spent his day not 
getting wild, but making sandwiches (one for each year he’s been on this earth) and then 
handing them out to those less fortunate at homeless camps and on the streets. Would that 
more of us would pick such a civic-minded way to celebrate and a happy belated b-day 
from these cats, too!... Speaking of birthdays, our owner Ivan, who usually still gets carded 
and asked if he’s past 25 will turn 43 on the 9th of December. Be sure if you see him out 
to offer a hug (of sympathy, of course) and a greeting. And also on the birthday topic, this 
newspaper’s proofer had one on Halloween. We wish her many, many more and won’t say 
which this one was because if we even dared, she’d proof it off the page!... Speaking of 
pages, and paging, we are paging the name of the Mass. Ave. bartender whom we are told 
“is getting a $25,000 hair transplant.” We cats never need those so we have no clue if 25G’s 
is a good or bad price, but we do know from a friend in the medical biz that transplant 
surgery is painful, so we trust he has plenty of his own product to drink his pains away!... 
A quick quiz. We can’t divulge who said it, but it made us giggle to hear someone in the 
community called “the town’s most under-fucked woman.” We know the person and can 
only say happiness and her name should not be used in the same sentence!... Moving right 
along, some good news as owner Ted finally got the “gently used” Jeep he bought on the 
road and things are (at last) running more smoothly. For those who don’t find themselves 
blessed with his friendship on Facebook, he’s been posting regular reports including this: 
“Jeeps have a zillion rattles, bumps and make bizarre noises which are normal but in 
other vehicles would mean your transmission has fallen out at the last traffic light. They 
make a ton of accessories for Jeeps...many of which you might actually need. I spent hours 
shopping online before finally buying a “Nerf Bar” which is what they call that thingie 
short folks like me need to get into a Jeep if it has 18 inch tyres. Jeeps really should not 
have 18 inch tyres because it makes them even taller, which is impressive to passers-by 
and other Jeep drivers (who wave or give you thumbs up as one did to me). Those huge 
tyres also can drag the fender if you turn too sharply which is not good for the tyres, 
fender or mental state of the driver or passengers. All Jeep tyres need to match, including 
the spare. I found out at the tyre store that I am driving on four 18-inch tyres and I have a 
16-inch on the back as the spare. When I asked the tyre man what that meant he grinned 
and said ‘you can use that spare for a few blocks, but anything more and you will burn 
out the transmission or might flip over.’ (Cue the sad music for what that spare is gonna 
cost!) Finally I have yet to figure out how to set the clock in the radio (despite Ivan printing 
me the manual ---all 50+ pages in five languages) but it’s so fun driving, I really have not 
missed my tunes much. When I did get the radio to work, I blared Mozart. Why is it that 
most cars with loud radios play rock or hip-hop? Haydn and Strauss sound just as good. 
I am sure I shall have more lessons to share. Meanwhile, welcome to my 2nd childhood!” 
What can we cats add aside from the fact that Ted’s also been teaching Anthony to drive 
and the first thing he did was find a muddy field and take the formerly clean Jeep mudding, 
“because now it looks way more macho!”... On the tyre and macho topic together, congrats 
to friend Aaron over at English Ivy’s on his purchase of new “rubber” for his car. That 
to the uninitiated means he got new tyres and we hear tell the boy got a good deal...
And finally, what IS it about some folks? One of our owners’ pals surely must be the 
neediest person on the face of this planet. In the past month he’s appealed on Facebook 
for everything from rides to help with money to a truck to move to a place to live to a wig 
and some make-up after some of his drag gear got stolen when it was left in a friend’s car 
(Maybe the same friend who responded to his request for that ride?). Anyway, remember 
the world is all about give and take so we cats sure hope you are giving a bit and not 
just taking!... On that note, hope you have a merry and that Santa brings you catnip, a 
clockwork mouse and a new box to sleep in... at least that’s what Syd and I are asking for!
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