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Youth, have a bullying Problem—Call the Trevor Project, 1-866-4-U-TREVOR

   We want to introduce
one of our newest
columnists who will also
be advertising in both
our Print Edition and
Weekly Web Editions.
   Jack Wolking is sales
vice president of Comey
and Shepherd
   Jack says, “Education,
experience and a strong
business background all
contribute to my pro-
fessional success. In fact,
my openmindedness and

willingness to embrace
new business approaches
are a perfect match with
the pro-gressive stance of
Comey & Shepherd
Realtors, setting the
standard of service and
professio-nalism in our
industry for more than 50
years.
  “I remain totally
dedicated to the clients I
serve and the tasks they
entrust to me. With

   MUSE- Cincinnati’s
Women’s Choir received
a three-year $45,000
grant from The Greater
Cincinnati Foundation
(GCF) to help fund a
new part-time position of
managing director.

MUSE receives $45,000 Grant to fund managing director position
Having a paid staff person
dedicated to managing
the day-to-day oper-
ations of the choir will
enable the artistic director
and singers to focus on
the artistic side of MUSE
and respond more nimbly

to requests for per-
formances. It will also
increase MUSE’s ability
to concentrate more
intensely on such areas as
audience development,
fundraising, data man-
agement, social media

presence and collabor-
ative opportunities.
   MUSE - Cincinnati’s
Women’s Choir, now in
her 30th season, is
dedicated to musical
excellence and social
change and performs an

average of 20 concerts
and run-out events
annually.  Highlights have
included a full concert in
the Ohio Reformatory for
Women, the New Spirit-
uals project concerts,
commissioning new

works and the recording
of five CDs.  Member-
ship in the choir is by
audition and the
membership of 65 ranges
in age from 20 to 75.
 MUSE works hard

Jack Wolking

Introducing our newest columnists,  Jack Wolkinig and Christa Curfiss

Christa Curfiss

   Christa Curfiss will be
writing a column mainly
about our history.
   We are calling the col-
umn, Did You Know?
   Christa returned to the
City of Cincinnati just
over one year ago after
living on the West Coast
of the United States for
approximately eight
years.
   She returned to her
hometown to work for
social justice causes and

to further her historic re-
search.   Ms. Curfiss’ fo-
cus as a historian has
been on people’s revolu-
tionary movements, and
most specifically queer
history, both locally and
globally.  Christa is cur-
rently working to digitize
analog primary source
documents that pertain to
LGBT history in order to
increase the materials ac-
cessibility to the public.

See Wolking, Page 4, Col. 5 See Curfiss, Page 4, Col. 5

See MUSE, Page 7, Col. 1
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“Always be yourself,” from Billy Elliot
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“Hatred and bitterness can never cure the disease, only love can do that.” Martin Luther King

This publication is dedicated to those

Paul
Delph

Matthew
Shepard

It is our goal to record the positive contributions  GLBT people make to their community and the local
community at large.  While AIDS and Hate CRIMES are certainly not positive things, we seek to draw the
positive from the negative. We hold up Paul Delph and Matthew Shepard and their families as models of
how human beings should or could react to each other and how families should  support loved ones whose
lives are not in the box right wing religious zealots want them in.  Delph, a multi-talented Cincinnatian, died
of AIDS in 1996.  His mother shut down her business to care for him. Shepard died in 1998, victim of a hate
Crime and his mother worked for years to get passed a national Hate Crimes Bill, which is now law.

who have or have  died from AIDS or Hate Crimes

 MAP ublications, 1727 Highland, Cincinnati, OH 45202,   513-241-7539

All Issues of GLBT News, Worley Rodehaver and , Michael X. Chanak are on Facebook

is published monthly  in  Cincinnati, Ohio.

e.mail—map@ella.net
web—http:/www.glbtnewscincinnati.com

What you have missed?
   If you have not been to our website or if you are not on our
e.mailer list here are some of the stories you have missed during
the last three weeks in our Weekly Editions!

 First marriage at West Point
 ISQCCBE elects officers
 Defending DOMA could cost $2 million
 2012, year of progress
 PFLAG’s Safer School Project

Send your e.mail address to MAP@ella.net to join our e.mailer
http://www.glbtnewscincinnati.com

ISQCCBE
(The Court)
By Brooklyn
Steele-Tate

February
the  LOVE  month

Biden for Prime Minister
   President Obama’s
Inauguration was one big
tear of joy. In his address

Address became a
Progressive call to action.
Not since FDR’s 2d term

season for hard ball .
Crafty DC insider Vice
President Biden carried
this off. Forget that he is
70. During the inaugur-
ation he reeked of
adrenalin and testos-
terone. Obama has a
singular trump card – a
powerful possible suc-
cessor at the center of his
administration.  The
nominees for Secretaries
of State and Defense
(Kerry and Hagel) are
two of Biden’s old Senate
cronies. Obama’s first
official act after the Big
Event was to put their
names into nomination.
    In a lot of nations the
person who holds the
parliamentary majority
and picks the cabinet is

the Prime Minister.  The
president or monarch
provides the gravitas and
is the servant of the
popular will.  This may be
evolving here. It may be
easy for the GOP to
dismiss four more years
of Obama ,   They  can-
not. Twelve more years
of  Joe  Biden  stare  right
back at them. There is
USA historical precedent
here.  Twenty four years
of Jefferson , Madison
and Monroe evolved into
the  “Era of Good Fe-
eling”. It was a con-
sensus bred by the
implosion of the
Federalist Party and
emergence of the
Democratic Party.
   Strong successors
serving as of Secretary of
State provided the
continuity of power. This
brings up a worse GOP
nightmare.  Hillary  still
waits in the wings.

Another month hascome and gone and
   March 1 we will beat Old Street Saloonwith our preciousKeith Roberto and

Real politic 101
By Tedd Good

he mention-
ed Stone-
wall riots as
flashpoint of
civil rights
and gave
m a r r i a g e
equality a sense of
urgency. Richard Blanco
delivered  the Inau-
guration Poem. Openly
Gay , Hispanic and GenX
, he straddled three core
Dem demographics
.Lady GaGa  headlined
the White house staff
party. African Americans
, Hispanics , Women and
the young likewise found
the events rich with
symbolism. Obama’s

has that
brand mes-
sage been so
resounding
on Inaugur-
ation Day.

    Wait ! Wait !  Mr.
President , Dude – this is
your 2d term ! Shouldn’t
you be polishing your
legacy and planning your
Presidential Library?
Not really. USA is at a
unique historical juncture.
The GOP continues to
shrink and implode.
Cockroaches are more
popular than Congress .
The Fiscal Cliff negoti-
ations proved  a ripe

we arei n t oFebruary– theL O V Emonth!We onlyhave a
out strong and raiselots of money for ourdesignated charities.   February 6 wewere at Chili’s inHebron Kentucky toraise money forGLSEN Cincinnati. Allday long Chili’s willdonate a portion offood and liquor salesto GLSEN so grab agroup of friends andwine and dine your-self!    February 22 is MissDiamond E DeVille’sbirthday and she willbe celebrating at Sho-oters at 11:30p.m.Come wish her thebest bday ever!

few events this monthbut we want to come

F r e e d aBangkok.It’s a littledrive upnorth butlots of fun!Try theboo juice!   March 3 we arehosting the NorthsideFemale Drag Queen ofthe Year for CaracoleHouse! 12 biologicalwomen will be com-peting for the title andthey are ALL CaracoleHouse employees!   Miss MagicalMakeover will be heldMarch 15 at Shootersand this pageant is forthose who want to dodrag for the 1st time!For more informationor to sign up – contactBrooklyn!   Listen to us on theAlternating CurrentsFM 95.7  every 3rdSaturday at 3:30p.m.to find out all theexciting news with theISQCCBE. You can alsocheck our website on
www.isqccbe.org forthe latest and greatest.See ya out and about!

February
is National

Marriage Month
For heterosexuals

GLBT News,
your weekly

news source!
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Scott E. Knox
ATTORNEY AT LAW

General Practice including:
 Probate—Wills/Powers of Attorney Disability (Social Security/SSI/Disability

Insurance) Lesbian/Gay/Transgender Legal Issues
 HIV Legal Issues

Honored as one of Lawyers Weekly USA’s Attorneys of the Year for 2002

13 E. Court St., Suite 300, Cincinnati, OH 45202
Tel: 513-241-3800  FAX: 513-241-4032

e.mail: sknox@choice.net

PFLAG
By Michael Cotrell

president

Scholarhsips   Since 1990 PFLAGCincinnati has offeredscholarships to area
website.  Once allapplications are inthen we have 4-6people who look overh i g hs c h o o lseniorsa n da d u l t scontinu-ing edu-cation.    Each year Dan Leysends letters to areahigh schools to in-form them that ap-plications are avail-able and when theyare due. We advertiseon our FACEBOOKpage, in our news-letter and on our

e a c ha p p l i -c a t i o na n dc a t e -g o r i z ethem.    There are certainareas the group islooking for and thetop 3-4 applicationswill be awarded ascholarship.  Scholarship amountsdepend on how muchwe have in the scho-larship fund – so here

is the plea! If youwould like to help astudent with a scho-larship please send acheck to PO Box19634 Cincinnati OH45219. We appreciateall funds for ourscholarships and theyare tax deductible (we
will send you a letter
for tax purposes).   Coming up on April13 will be the Annual
State Conference forPFLAG. We invite allOhio PFLAG chaptersfor a day of sharing,networking and learn-ing. The event is opento the public and costsand locations will becoming out soon.   PFLAG Cincinnati ishere to help educateand advocate forparents of LGBTchildren and can pro-

vide information toanyone who desires it.If there is someoneyou know who needsthe information,please e.mail us at
info@pflagcinci.organd we can mailpamphlets to you. Wewill send the inform-ation in brown plainenvelopes.   As always PFLAGCincinnati is here forYOU! If you need alistening ear pleasecall our hotline at 211

and the United Waypersonnel can help getyou to PFLAG Cincin-nati.
   And Rememberwhen you no longerneed PFLAG – PFLAGneeds YOU!

More changes coming
   We are now publishing weekly so most of our news
will be in our weekly editions instead of in the monthly
Print Edition. Something that happened three weeks
before we publish will be “old news”.
   However when there is current news of importance
to our community or if there is news we want our
Print readers to have it will be be here as usual.
   Our Print Edition will now focus more on columns
devoted to topics of interest to the community with
some news tossed in.
   All of our editions are on line, including the Print
Edition.
   We have our own Website http://
www.glbtnewscincinnati.com and the Community
Center and GayCincinnnati.com  both have the elec-
tronic version.   We have an e.mailer that goes to
people who request it and to a few others we in-
clude.  You can also “like” us on FACEBOOK.
   The only ways you cannot receive GLBT News is
through the mail or in smoke signals.
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Mother Says
By Michael Chanak

Goose

Mittens gives
Goose gas

licensure in Kentucky as
well as Ohio, I can
provide the highest level
of exposure possible to
my Seller clients and
offer Buyer clients a
lifetime of experience on
‘both sides of the river.’
Past Buyers and Sellers
will tell you mine is a
serious, business-ori-
ented approach tem-
pered with warmth,
honesty, humor and a
caring personal touch.
   “What’s on your mind,
so we can address that,
as well. Please e.mail me
your questions and topic
discussions to Jack@-
TheWolkingTeam.com.
   “If you’re contem-

   Poor Mittens lost the
election.  Duh.  Wasn’t
that so three months

again, I heard  “they”
don’t want the govern-
ment to pay for abortion

doubt waiting for the
“gift” that President
Obama offered us to vote
for him.  Mine hasn’t
come, has yours?
   “These” gift-receiving
folks are just lazy, and if
only they would work,
overlooking the current
employment situation, all
would be right in the
world.  Then, of course,
Obama created the
current mess, and even
those who were slightly
less right of center -
complained – well
“Obama hasn’t fixed it
quick enough.”  Okay –
the worse collapse since
the Great Depression
(which lasted how
many years?) and
President Obama
couldn’t fix it in four?
Please my last  Gay
nerve.
   In some quarters of
queerdom, they didn’t
vote for Obama because
he had not done enough
for us, or soon enough.
Again, my last queer
feather!  Did anyone
really think that Obama
was going to get DADT
AND Gay Marriage, let

alone some other GLBT
items – all done in one
term?
   Have some of us
slacked up on reading our
her/history lately?  I voted
for what matters – the
person who picks the
SCOTUS – nominates to
the Supreme Court of the
United States.
   I actually had a friend
who suggested that his
401K and was more
important – and after I
flew into a full goose rage
– I said “hon, the day
human rights takes
second place to finances
we are sunk.”  Sadly, in
some ways it has already
happened with corpor-
ations being “people too”
and “Super PAC’S.”
   Maybe, I’ve lived too
long – but if there is
anything left of a queer
community out there –
don’t think that sending
your money into some “A
Gay organization” to
lobby for you is enough
– and don’t buy that the
courts will necessary
deliver us to full equality
– only each of us can do
this, by our action, giving

plating getting into the
market—either as a
Seller, Buyer or both,
we’re here to help you
with useful information so
you are a better informed
consumer (and Client! ).
We’ll address Buyer &
Seller representation,
marketing strategies,
financing, the step-by-
step process and the
many tools available to
simplify the process and
make it more enjoyable,
as well.
 “I look forward to
hearing from you and
hope the information we
bring to you with each
issue you’ll find helpful.”
 “We are at your
service!”

ago?  Why
are the
G o o s e ’ s
feathers in a
state, her
neck ex-
tended, screeching in the
barnyard?
   Call me what you
want, an old quack, or a
purist, but I was done
with “I don’t want the
government paying for
birth controls pills,
abortion”.  “These folks”
didn’t mention HIV.
   So which is it?  Love
the fetus and hate the
child?  Time and time

or birth control.”  Press
them a little further, I
found they don’t want the

government
to pay for
f o o d
s t a m p s ,
SSI, SSD
or other

social programs that
result when child who are
unwanted, and uncared
for are left to fend in this
world.  One suggestion I
heard  was  “these”  people
should  not  have  sex.
   I rolled my eyes and
said “good luck with that
one!!”
   As I get the argument
“these” people who are
the 47 percent and are no

money, picketing, pro-
testing, writing letters,
voting (oh goddess yes),
being part of an organ-
ization that advocates

change.
   Another word of
unwelcome advice –
avoid Geese that are full
of gas!

      When she is not sift-
ing through historic docu-
ments Christa can be
found racing through the
streets of the Queen City
on one of her many bi-

cycles.
   And, from time to time,
aside from her column
she will probably be writ-
ing about some of her
other interests

Wolking—from Page 1

Curfiss—from Page 1

Let our readers know
your business welcomes

GLBT people!

Advertise here!
513-241-7539



We will custom design a cleaning service to meet your individual needs
and send the same team of 2 to clean each time.

Cleaning Services Bill
and June Deegan

Ultra Maid
4240 Airport Road, Suite 123,

Cincinnati, Ohio 45226
(513) 731-0007

jde49@aol.comwww.ultra-maid.com
Custom maid service; Free phone estimates. Guaranteed,

Bed Bugs
“I eliminate them fast.”

100% Low Price Guarantee
Call Bob  513-923-6090

Bed Bugs

Did you not know this newspaper is here?
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   One of the most
frequently asked quest-
ions I encounter is: “What

you think it’s worth, the
amount of your mortgage
payoff, nor what you
have invested in it. The
value is what a willing
buyer will pay a willing

successfully.
* Have a clear, written
proposal from your
Realtor as to how the
marketing and general
processes will work. The
more “black and white”
and fewer gray” areas
that exist, the happier
everyone will be!
   While there’s much
more to share with you,

Most frequently
asked questions

do I need to
do to prepare
my home for
sale?” The an-
swer to that is
multi-pronged,
as it not only deals with
the real property, yet also
with your position as a
Seller.
   The common themes
here are:
* Looking at your home
through the eyes of a
buyer. If YOU were
coming to look at your
home, what would your
first impression be? Does
it exhibit a sense of good
care, neatness and
organization?  Or can you
not wait to run out the
front door ( and try not
to scream, in the
process! ).
* Making it available for
when a buyer wants to
see it—and easily, too.
For the time your home
is on the market, it
“belongs” to the public.
   Creating obstacles or
challenges for confirming
viewings creates a sense
that the process ( even if
the buyer likes it ) will
be difficult—from start to
finish.
* Understand the
market. The value of
your home is not what

seller, based on
the neighbor-
hood—what is
selling and
what has sold.
* Be clear that

you are in a position to
sell. Understand what
you owe—if you have a
mortgage, the expenses
involved with the sale
(nothing is free!) and, in
the worst case, should
you have to bring money
to closing, be assured of
your capabilities to
complete the transaction

this provides you with the
key highlights. As always,
should you have any
questions or the need for
additional information -
or have a topic you’d
wish for me to address,
either e.mail me at
Jack@TheWolkingTeam.com
or call us at 513-527-
3800.  Make it a great
day—and week!

Jack
Wolking
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Brandon & Patti Wiers
Every Sunday

The Gathering provides
stimulus to the head, heart and

will to reach outward.

Gay marriage bill sails
through Senate committee, 9-5

By Kate Sosin, Windy City Times
   Illinois' Gay Marriage Bill is headed for a full Sen-
ate vote after the measure passed easily out of the
Senate Executive Committee February 5.
The Committee voted 9-5 to send to the bill for a full
vote.
   Senate Sponsor Heather Steans argued that civil
unions, passed two years, created a second class
status for LGBT couples.

dom for some,” she said.
"It is either freedom for
all or freedom for none."
   Joe LaRue of the Alli-
ance Defending Free-
dom argued that the bill
failed to adequately pro-
tect churches.
   Senate President John
Cullerton has said he
wants a full Senate vote
on the bill on Valentine's
Day.
   LGBT groups predict
the bill could be passed
out of both houses by the
end of the month.

Updates on marriage

“ S a m e - s e x
couples want
to marry for
the reasons we
all do,” Steans
said. “It's an
institution that's
fundamental to
our culture.”
  Pastor
Suzanne An-
d e r s o n -
Hurdle, who
testified in fa-
vor of the bill,
echoed that
sentiment.
   “There can-
not be free-

     In a victory for the
Gay Rights Movement,
Britain’s House of Com-
mons has approved a bill
to legalize same sex mar-
riage. The bill, which will
go through several
rounds of parliamentary
debate, is supported by
Prime Minister David
Cameron of the Conser-
vative Party in Britain. In

the first vote in the House
of Commons the bill
passed overwhelmingly
with a 400–175 vote in
favor of same-sex mar-
riage. If the bill passes in
the House of Commons
it is expected to easily
pass in the House of
Lords.
   The House of Com-
mons vote represents a
growing trend towards
acceptance of same sex
marriage. Despite the
opposition of the Catho-
lic Church, the Church of
England and other con-
servative organizations,
more and more people
are realizing that the time
is coming to abolish the
discriminatory practice of
restrictions against same-
sex marriage.

House of Commons
approves marriage

A church community
that respects diversity

as much as you do.
     536 Linton Street

at Reading Road, Avondale
www.firstuu.com

9 and 11 a.m.. Sunday—Service and Religious Education
Welcoming Congregation

Childcare, Accessible, Audio Enhanced

   When most politicians
push same-sex marriage,
they talk about equal
rights. Rhode Island

Governor Lincoln Chafee
has a different selling
point: competitiveness.
  The Ocean State’s re-
fusal to allow Gay Mar-
riage sends a message of
intolerance to technology
and life-science compa-
nies he’d like to attract
and puts the state at odds
with the younger genera-
tion of innovators he
wants to retain, Chafee
said in an interview. He’s
pressing the state Senate
to follow the lower cham-
ber, which on January 24
approved a same-sex
marriage bill.
Enlarge image
Rhode Island Governor
Lincoln Chafee speaking
during the 2012 Demo-
cratic National Conven-
tion in Charlotte.
   “We are in intense
competition with Con-
necticut, New York and
Massachusetts,” said
Chafee, a 59-year-old
Republican- turned-inde-
pendent, ticking off three

nearby states where Gays
can wed. “We are all in
the same economy. We
have to have the same
welcome mat at our door
that our neighbors have.”
Every New England state
except Rhode Island al-
lows Gay Marriage, as do
Iowa, Maryland, Wash-
ington and the District of
Columbia. Gay Rights
advocates in five others,
including New Jersey and
Delaware, are pushing
similar legislation this
year.
   The notion that state
Gay Marriage laws could
be as important as more
traditional selling points
like housing and public
transportation under-
scores growing levels of
acceptance, according to
the Washington-based
National Gay and Les-
bian Chamber of Com-
merce.

Politicians  push  marriage
talk  about  civil  rights
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Come visit us!
169 W. McMillan

513-961-6111
Hey!

“Moppin Mamas”
Let Us Get Your House Clean for the Holidays.
Honest, Reliable Women. Lot’s of Experience.

We Actually Like To Clean! Call Karen
513-979-4295

www.virginiaplace.co  |  513-290-0132

Build your dream home

LOTS FOR SALE
Live close to it all in this new 2012 CiTiRAMA 
Northside community. Secure your lot today.

NORTHSIDE

to mirror and bring
together in harmony the
rich diversity of
Cincinnati, their home
city.  In performing,
MUSE strives for a
concert experience that
entertains, inspires,
motivates, heals, and
creates a feeling of
community with our
audience.
     “This funding will
propel MUSE into her
fourth decade with
renewed energy and
purpose and we are
elated and humbled to
have received this
generous grant,” said
MUSE’s founder and
artistic director, Dr.
Catherine Roma.
   The process for hiring
the new Managing
Director has begun and
the position will be
announced soon.
Applications will be
accepted and the search
committee will begin their
work in hiring the new
MUSE team member.
   The Greater Cincinnati
Foundation helps people
make the most of their

giving to build a better
community.  We believe
in the power of
philanthropy to change
the lives of people and
communities.  As a
community foundation,
GCF creates a pros-
perous Greater Cincin-
nati by investing in
thriving people and
vibrant places.  An
effective steward of the
community’s charitable
resources since 1963, the
Foundation inspires
philanthropy in eight
counties in Ohio,
Kentucky and Indiana.
For more information
about MUSE and how
you can support our
community efforts and
attend a performance,
please call 513-221-
1118 or visit the website
www.musechoir.org

The Nomenclature of
Heterosexuality

Kertbeny.  Kertbeny
developed the words in
order to address a
Prussian law which
prohibited same-sex
erogenous behavior.  The
journalist sought to
eradicate the law.
Kertbeny dedicated a

great deal of his writings
and political advocating
to overturning the

behavior were not
superior or even more
decent than same-sex

the words as labels of
indubitable adjudication.
Such designations were
wielded as absolute and
unquestionable when
declared by psychiatrists.
The terms would manifest
as a means of dividing
people into normative
and deviant.  The pre-
vailing use of the label
heterosexual would

   Midway through the
19th century, the terms
“heterosexual” and
“homosexual” were first
put into use by the
A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n
journalist Károly Mária

legislation.
His develop-
ment of the
t e r m s
“ h e t e r o -
sexual” and
“homosexual”
came to fruition in an
attempt to level same-sex
and opposite-sex attract-
ion in the eyes of
mainstream society and
the law.  Kertbeny sought
to prove that no hierarchy
of human sexuality
existed; opposite-sex
attraction and erotic

Did you
know?
By Christa

Curfiss

at t ract ion
and erotic
behav io r.
The words
were coined
to help illus-
trate the

varied sexuality of
humanity.  After the
creation of the terns
“heterosexual” and
“homosexual”, during the
latter parts of the 19th

century, the growing field
of psychiatry added the
expressions to its lexicon
of medical terms; utilizing

become a way to indicate
that a person was not
sexually depraved under
Victorian principles and
morally superior to those
labeled as homosexuals.

   For further information
regarding the etymology of the
word “heterosexual” please
see Jonathan Ned Katz’s book
The Invention of Hetero-
sexuality (New York : Dutton,
©1995).

-

MUSE—from Page 1
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By Clare Fazackerley
1 Tax Financial

   The Patient Protect-
ion & Affordable Care
Act (PPACA or Afford-
able Care Act, commonly
known as “Obamacare”) is
a complex and far-
reaching statute.
   It includes provisions
relating to consumers,
health insurers, health-
care companies, em-
ployers and taxpayers.
   Evidence indicates
that the LGBT com-
munity is dispropor-
tionately underinsured,
the PPACA coverage
and subsidy provisions
should be of particular
interest.  While a few
provisions (mainly re-
lated to patient protection)
took effect in 2010,
most of the law comes
into force in 2014.
   What follows is a brief
summary of the pro-
visions that may affect
your income or your tax
return in the next year or
two.
Health Insurance Coverage

   If you have health
insurance through an
employer, you may not
see much change,
although you’ve been
able to include your
under-26 non-depend-
ent children for a couple

of  years.  Lifetime
dollar limits and pre-
ventive care copays
have been eliminated.
PPACA sets minimum
standards for health
insurance plans offered
by employers, and if
your employer has 50 or
more employees, they
will be fined if they
don’t offer affordable
options.  (Small employers
have tax credits available.)
   If you have pre-
existing conditions
and have been denied
coverage, you can
already get coverage in
a high risk pool pro-
gram.  In 2014, they
won’t be able to deny
you coverage or set your
price based upon it.  If
you have children, that’s
already prohibited.
   If you don’t have
access to employer
coverage or Medi-
care:
Starting in 2014, you
will be eligible for
Medicaid OR able to
purchase health insur-
ance on an “exchange,”
which will be online at
finder.healthcare.gov later
this year.  If  you cannot
afford the premiums,
you will probably* have
subsidies available:

income under $15,000
should be eligible for
the expanded Medicaid
program, although this
coverage is complicated
by state decisions yet to
be announced.  A
family of four will be
Medicaid eligible with
income below $32,000.
• Subsidies for purchas-
ing insurance will be
available up to 400
percent of the federal
poverty line —
$45,000 for singles, and
$92,000 for a family of
4.  These are sliding
scale subsidies to
reduce your premiums
to a high of three
percent (at the low income
end) to 9.5 percent of
family income (at the
top), and your annual
o u t - o f - p o c k e t
maximum to the 11
percent to 16 percent
range.
   Penalties will be
assessed if you don’t
carry insurance, but
they’re pretty modest
—$95 in 2014, incre-
asing to $695 in 2016 —
and you’ll be exempt if

your only insurance
options (after subsidy)
exceed 8percent of your
income.  But you really
want insurance if  there’s
a way to swing it.
  * This overview is of
the federal provisions.  A
number of provisions
involve or require state
action to expand Medi-
caid (with federal funding)
or set up exchanges.  If
your state of residence
decides not to partici-
pate, you may not have
access to Medicaid or
potentially to subsidies,
depending upon extrem-
ely complicated rules.

Taxes & Tax Credits
   If  you’re an employer,
you are required to
provide insurance cov-
erage if you have 50 or
more employees, but
there are tax credits to
assist you in paying your
portion.
   If you are “high
income,” defined as
$200,000 for a single
person, or $250,000 for
a married couple, you
will be subject to new
taxes to finance the
system:
•A new Medicare tax on
wages—an additional
0.9 percent, increasing
your portion to 1.8

percent.  The potential
problem here is that it
will be calculated on
your Federal Form
1040 tax return and may
not be withheld; you
should do your research
now or discuss it with a
tax professional.
•A new Medicare tax on
investment income –
3.8 percent of net in-
vestment income, in-
cluding interest, divi-
dends and capital gains,
to the extent that your
income exceeds those
$200 ,000/$250 ,000
thresholds.
   The threshold for
medical expense dedu-
ctions on Schedule A
will be increased to 10
percent of income in
2014, except for seni-
ors.  Beginning in 2013,
flexible spending ac-
counts for out-of-
pocket expenses are
also capped at $2,500.
   Beginning with your
2014 tax return, you will
have to prove minimum
health insurance cov-
erage with your filing, or
you’ll be paying the fine
with your taxes.  (But no
tax penalties can be assessed

on this amount.)  Your
insurance provider will
supply you (and IRS)
with an “information
return” similar to a 1099
for this purpose, and
you’ll need to give it to
your tax professional, or
include the information
in your return.
   The subsidy for health
insurance obtained
through an exchange
will be calculated thro-
ugh the tax return, but
paid directly to your
insurer.

Need Help?
   Clare Fazackerley,
CPA & Accredited Re-
tirement Advisor, is
always available to help
puzzle out individual
situations, and is plan-
ning to offer direct
assistance with the
“Exchanges” come fall.
Please feel free to call
513-794-1829 or e.mail
clare@1taxfinancial.com.
 An initial call or
appointment is always
free.
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