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The Kinsey Institute
    JURIED ART SHOW

MAY 19 THROUGH JULY 21, 2012

12:00 TO 4:00, TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

GRUNWALD GALLERY OF ART • INDIANA UNIVERSITY

1201 EAST 7TH STREET • BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA

KINSEYINSTITUTE.ORG 

Masked Figure  © Catherine Kirkpatrick

TRAVEL INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT 
VISITBLOOMINGTON.ORG
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The Fort To Show Pride 27th & 28th July
FORT WAYNE—As June comes to an end, many may 
think it is time to pack their rainbow gear back in the 
closet for another year, but think again. Years ago, Fort 
Wayne Pride left the traditional pride month to bring 
on an extended celebration. Although July is hot, their 
venue provides a completely shaded event allowing 
everyone to comfortably partake in the festivities. 
Headwaters Park is a gated venue providing a safe 
space for attendees to be themselves, too. Fifteen years 
into the organisation’s life, Fort Wayne’s Pride still pro-
vides a great mix of the small town community feeling 
with a big city pride celebration. 

The two day festival begins at 7 p.m. Friday 27th July 
with the annual kickoff party complete with an enter-
tainment stage, beer tent, food vendors and a great 
time. Friday’s party is always buzzing with excite-
ment as many connect with friends old and new. The 
country band Sugar Shot will begin the evening and 
have everyone screaming “yeehaw!” and attempting 
some sort of line dance. Local cover band Yellow Dead 
Bettys will follow, rocking out Headwaters pavilion 
with hits old and new. Throughout YDB’s show, Scarlet 
Fever will grace the stage performing Burlesque that 
had the park erupting with applause last year. Don’t 
worry guys, this is not an all-female troupe! Unfortu-
nately, due to area ordinances, the party must come to 
a close at midnight, giving everyone time to rest up for 
Saturday’s celebration.

This year sees an addition of a Pride March taking 
participants through the downtown streets and back 
to the gates just in time to start the festival. Those 
interested in marching are asked to meet in front of 
Headwaters and step off at 11.30 a.m. Saturday. Area 
businesses, organisations and churches will be rep-
resented, but individuals are encouraged to take part 
in the march, too. Registration is not necessary, just 
arrive and show your pride!

At noon, gates will open for a day jam-packed with 
fun, family, and excitement. As in years past, Satur-
day’s activities include the entertainment stage, vendor 
market, KidSpace, food vendors, cornhole tournament 
(Yes we are in the Midwest.) and beer tent. Though 
the Headwaters plaza is home to all of the city’s major 
festivals, pride is definitely the brightest, loudest and 
most inviting of the lot. Nearly 70 vendors will be 
spread throughout, sprinkled with seating areas, con-
cession trailers and areas for the children and tourna-
ments. Check out the market for all the retail goodies, 
business offerings and information.

Fort Wayne Pride has strived for years to maintain a 
festival where everyone is welcome and that includes 
under 21 friends. The entire event is open to all ages, 
but organisers note, “We do not guarantee a family 
friendly atmosphere after 8 p.m.” The little ones can 
enjoy the free KidSpace Saturday from noon to 6 with 
a moonwalk, games, prizes, crafts and face painting.

Saturday’s stage will bring an awesome mix of per-
formers from open to close. From Fourth Star Left 
of the Moon and its lead singer Carma, seen on this 
season of The Voice, to nationally touring acoustic 
singer Mathis Grey, Saturday’s afternoon stage will 
be talented and mellow. Things start picking up when 
Dangerous Liaison takes the stage. 

The Sum Morz follow DL, then What She Said will 
keep things going and get the crowd hyped for God-
Des & She, the hip hop duo seen on The L Word and 

Logo. All of the day’s events lead up to the infamous drag 
show featuring over 25 local and regional queens and 
kings giving one heck of a performance. Pride is lucky to 
have support from local and national businesses includ-

ing presenting sponsor 816 Pint & Slice; CocaCola; Hot 107.9; 
WhatzUp; BloomingOut Radio; GayIndy.com; and of course The 
Word. For more information on anything festival, visit www.
fwpride.org.
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JT’s Grille & Bar
2210 East 54th Street

Indianapolis
317.253.3300

(1 block West of Keystone on 54th Street)

jtsgrille.com

✦ ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦

Serving 
breakfast, 

lunch 
& dinner 
7 days a 

week
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist
Please Continue On Page 38

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2012 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/725.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               

August’s
Deadline

™

Friday 20th July
Papers On Street:  
Tuesday 31st July
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Serving OUR Community  
With Legal Services  
For YOUR Unique Needs 
 

 www.bjbairdlaw.com 
bjbaird@bjbairdlaw.com 

 

317.637.2345 

445 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA STREET,  SUITE 401   INDIANAPOLIS, IN  46204 

WALKING THE PLANK

Indiana’s gay, lesbian bi & trans community got a rare chance to appreciate the amaz-
ing groundwork of activists within a week last month.

First, on the Republican side:

Former Indiana Equality President Kathy Sarris, an Indy restaurateur who still itches 
for a good fight, got herself appointed to her party’s state Platform Committee. She 
organised specific testimony to that committee over a few months. Her goal? Let them 
see how the gay, lesbian, bi & trans community lives — day in and day out.

She was successful in a Republican sort-of-way. For the first time since Indiana began 
debating same-gender marriage laws, the Republican Platform will not endorse those 
hateful statutes or amendments.

Sarris calmly and rationally explained to her fellow Platform Committee members: We 
live and work among you. We’re normal taxpayers, citizens, parents, children, widows 
and widowers, teachers, firefighters and factory workers. And she pulled the Mary 
Card.

Indy resident Mary Stumpp is an unassuming good citizen. In a loving lesbian rela-
tionship for decades, she and her partner Beth have extra burdens to carry. Beth is 
bedridden with an illness. Mary cares for her at home. Mary recalled for the Platform 
Committee how she and Beth must regularly update their health care/estate legal 
documents. Multiple expenses and problems are confronted regularly — problems our 
parents won’t face because of Indiana laws.

Mary made the same argument in spring 2011 to the Indiana Senate when they were 
debating HJR-6, the marriage discrimination amendment. You could’ve heard a pin 
drop.

And then on the Democratic side a different kind of victory.

Sen. Vi Simpson, the party’s nominee for lieutenant governor, made a startling and 
historic announcement at Indy Pride’s 9th June kickoff. Her party would “oppose any 
attempt” to define marriage via the Indiana Constitution. It was a remarkable accom-
plishment, inserted into the party’s platform which they adopted at their convention 
the following week in Ft. Wayne. And the language is stark:

“The Indiana Democratic Party is proud of our longstanding commitment to and 
support for civil rights and equality. As the party of the people, we strongly oppose 
restriction of opportunity to Hoosiers based on their race, religion, ethnicity, gen-
der, age, sexual orientation, gender identity or economic background. The Indiana 
Democratic Party opposes amending the Indiana Constitution to define marriage.”

It doesn’t get any clearer. Simpson had worked tirelessly all week before pride on the 
platform change — and she had some heavy lifting to do. But she had street cred: She 
has served in the legislature 28 years. Every single day of that career she has stood 
steadfastly for civil rights, women, education and the poor — she’s the Senate’s John 
Day. She became Democratic leader a few years back and our community has never 
had a better friend in legislative leadership.

Indiana’s Green and Libertarian parties have long advocated the same position. So in 
2012, for the first time ever, no statewide political party will include anti-gay language 
in its party platform. And three of the four parties speak affirmatively to that goal.

The drama behind the platforms is thick. But this is how we make progress.  

A NEW GOVERNOR: HOW WILL WE FARE?

Gov. Mitch Daniels ends his term-limited stint in the statehouse after the November 
election. He entered his office with a promise of moderation on social issues. He 
served eight years talking the talk, but failing to walk the walk, for good reason.

As 2012 approached, he was courted to run for president and may be on Mitt Rom-
ney’s short list for Vice President still. The “social issue moratorium” he talked about 
was thrown out the window because today’s Republican Party has an over-abundance 
of right-wing zealots in its leadership.

In short: if he wanted national attention (and he does), he couldn’t be seen anywhere 
near our issues.  

His replacement will be either Gregg or Pence. And that’s where it gets dicey for the 
community. And women’s issues. And education, and, well….. Pence has made a career 
out of joined-at-the-hip politics. Joined to the farthest right-wing ideologues in his 
party. The faction that demands marriage be defined constitutionally, for instance.  
And demands that women’s health care be delivered by private physicians, not Planned 
Parenthood.
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(800) 526-7223 
hoosierpark.com

*Recognition as one of Indiana’s top three in ten Midwest Gaming & Travel and nine Southern Gaming & Destinations 
categories in 2011 readers’ poll. Must be 21 years or older to enter casino. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

Just North of Indianapolis off I-69 at Exit 26!

69
ANDERSON

Indianapolis

465

*

By Midwest Gaming & Travel and  

Southern Gaming & Destinations Readers

The Best Gaming, Racing, Dining & Entertainment!The Best Gaming, Racing, Dining & Entertainment!
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FastBet™ is FREE to use! Visit HPWinnersCircle.com/fastbet for more information.

ITS SUPER EASY

SAVE UR RESULTS

FASTER THAN EVER

UR GONNA LUV IT

FAST AS YOU WANT

EASY FUN AND FAST

WHAT R U WAITING 4

A Faster,  
Better Way  

to Play

Mobile

Mobile
Mobile
Mobile

Welcome to the New Era of Race Wagering

FastBet™ Mobile Wagering
Exclusively At Hoosier Park’s Winner’s Circle

Wager from the comfort of your seat anywhere 
throughout the Winner’s Circle 

Place bets at your own pace and closer to post time
 

Wager from anywhere throughout the Winner’s Circle. 
No lines, no tickets - just fast, convenient wagering 
right at your fingertips!

EASIER! 

FASTER! 

NO MORE 
TICKETS!

(317) 656-7223 • HPWinnersCircle.com
Located one block from Monument Circle at 20 N. Pennsylvania between Washington and Market Streets.

HOOSIER PARK’S WINNER’S CIRCLE PUB, GRILLE & OTB

NOW AVAILABLE

Must be 18 years or older. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.
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August 30 – september 3

Summer’s going to Come Again

Cabaret:  
Dunes Divas 
Kelly & rick

men of manwatch
Karaoke

DJ Chris Cox
DJ Drew g 
DJ tracy Young
DJ mark Vallese

DJ Chris Cox
DJ Drew g 
DJ tracy Young
DJ mark Vallese

Allison Arngrim 
Nellie Olsen from Little House On The Prairie
FridAy & sAturdAy, August 3 & 4

Live 
at the 
Dunes 

Resort!

tickets at www.reactionshows.com

August 9-12

August 16-19

underwear tea
Cabaret:  

niah Whitley 
Kelly & rick 

the ruby girls

Hat tea
men of manwatch

Cabaret: 
niah Whitley 

Amy & Freddy

PARTY

Midwest’s Largest gay 
resort CoMpLex

Updated pooL & deCK

HUge CoVered party deCK MaNy rooM optioNs

269.857.1401
www.dunesresort.com

SAUGATUCK  |  MICHIGAN

Visit our web site for our DJ and Event schedule.

gay frieNdLy
saUgUtUCK, MiCHigaN 
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Bring in this ad and receive

25% off any hair service.
Offer good for first-time clients only.

theatre.indiana.eduyour theatre @ 7th and Jordan

Two great reasons to visit Bloomington this July

July 5-28 July 12-29
Tickets at IU Auditorium Box Office 

(info: 812-855-1103) or online at

By Moss Hart and George S. KaufmanBy William Shakespeare
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Whatever it may be, our Insured Bank Deposit program 
offers the assurance of Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC) protection up to $1 million.

Deposits are FDIC-insured up to $1 million or $2 million for joint accounts of two or 
more people. More information about the Insured Bank Deposit program, including the 
program disclosure, is available from your financial advisor or at www. edwardjones.
com/bankdeposit. For more information about FDIC insurance, go to www.fdic.gov.

Getting started is easy. Call today to learn more.

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

What are you saving for?

Michael E Wright, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

6925 E 96th Street
Suite 265
Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-9563

Veteran Indy Businessman Paul Eckert Opens 
Latest Venture As Louisville’s Metro Men Relocates
If The Word had a business section, this would be it as several area firms have grown, 
opened and the news is all good. 

In Indianapolis, veteran businessman Paul Eckert, who owns the Unicorn Club and 
was owner of the legendary 21 Club and Club 3535 has reopened the Tip Top on Capi-
tol Avenue at 14th Street, given it a many-thousand dollar redo, added a 120+ year-old 
solid wood bar, brought in a brand new staff and is serving everything from lattes and 
lunch to Drambuies and beer Mondays through Fridays.

Meanwhile, in Louisville, Bob and his crew at Metro Men, the very trendy and fun 
clothing and underwear store have left St. Matthews and relocated to the gay-friendly 
confines of 1042 Bardstown Road. Their new shop is in the heart of Highlands and 
along with better walk-in trade will offer the area the best in sportswear, casualwear 
and more.

Eckert, that’s him below on his recently recently opened patio, had a time of it get-
ting Tip Top open. First, for those new to the area in the past 15 years it should be 
rememberd the location was Shirley’s One Way — a lesbian and lunch bar back two 
decades ago. Later it became Tubes, a video club and then later a drag bar run by Lana 
Eastman (Alan Eaton) called Club Cabaret, before going straight as the Tip Top — the 

original name for 
a neighbourhood 
bar which Eckert 
said was across the 
street before the 
space there became a 
business and now an 
empty lot. 

But the tale doesn’t 
end there. Eckert 
owned the place 
but as the Tip Top’s 
former operator 
walked away it took 
him almost a year 
of court battles and 
more to retake the 
building then pour a 

lot of cash into it to restore and upgrade it to something of which the neighbourhood 
and community can be proud.

Featuring not one but two patios, a team of chefs who specialise in everything from 
roast beef sandwiches and burgers to fancier fare plus a new kitchen, the Tip Top is, 
well, now Tip Top. Eckert said he is most proud of the transformation and the antique 
bar and stained glass which fill the space. Lights (including one which he bought from 
the state capitol) all have a history as does the Tip Top’s new leaded glass front door. 
The lot it sits on is also on the register with an historic marker out front to back up 
those claims noting the first-ever orphan’s home in the state sat on the space in the 
1850s. At present, hours for the Tip Top are 10 a.m. till 11 p.m. weekdays, but Eck-

ert notes 
“that’s 
subject to 
change 
along with 
the menu 
once we 
see what 
the custom-
ers want.”  
Given 
his his-
tory in the 
commu-
nity, that’s 
a specialty 
he learned 
a long time 
ago!

Meanwhile in Louisville, Bob 
and his crew are just settling 
into their new digs in the 
Highlands after a less-than 
exciting little while in St. Mat-
thews which featured constant 
battles with the city and plenty 
of homophobia. Now, in their 
new home, Metro Men has been 
welcomed by the neighbour-
hood with open arms — not to 
mention folks eager to buy their 
eclectic mix of shirts, shorts, 
pants and a goodly supply of 
underwear and swimwear. They 
are open some weekdays and 
all weekends usually from 1 
to 7 p.m. The best way to find 
exact hours and directions is by 
friending Metro Men Fashion 
on Facebook or giving them a 
bell at 502/690.6021.  

Metro Men is a proud member 
of the Louisville community 
having sponsored an underwear  
unit in the recent pride parade 
which can be seen on Page 61.
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over 
The Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! 
Anything Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 

317/725.8840

The Indiana University’s Department of Theatre and Drama has launched its time-
honoured annual Summer theatre programme in Bloomington, Ind.

Having moved its Summer stock season from its long-time base in Nashville, Ind., in 
2010 — after more than 60 years at the Brown County Playhouse — the Indiana Fes-
tival Theatre, as it is now known, has expanded its schedule to include productions in 
repertory rather than stand-alone fixed-run shows. This provides both actors — mostly 
IU theatre students — and audiences a chance to experience more than one produc-
tion over a weekend rather than waiting several weeks between shows.

The IU Theatre Department is a training ground for young actors, directors and the-
atre technicians. The programme claims as alumni actors Kevin Kline and Andreas 
Katsulas, playwright and lyricist Howard Ashman and television and fiction writer 
Suzanne Collins; it currently has five or six actors playing on Broadway. Unlike its the-
atrical season during the academic year — which runs from Fall to Spring and focuses 
more on classics and experimental theatre — IU’s Summer season has traditionally 
been a place for theatre lovers to enjoy lighter, more family-friendly fare.

IU’s summer stock programme began in the summer of 1949 at the Brown County 
Playhouse in Nashville, known mostly for its spectacular scenery and its easy-going, 
artistic atmosphere. Initially consisting of a barn and tent, the not-for-profit Playhouse 
opened its first season with the comedy The Old Soak by Don Marquis. Still in opera-
tion, the Brown County Playhouse has become one of the longest-running Summer 
stock theatres in the Midwest.

Now housed in the purpose-built Lee Norvelle Theatre and Drama Centre on the IU 
Bloomington campus, the Indiana Festival Theatre offers a mixed bag of American 
and British comedies and musicals for theatre lovers of all ages.

I talked with Drew Bratton, the IU Theatre Department arts administrator and Indiana 
Festival Theatre managing director about some of the changes in the Summer season’s 
structure and what audiences can expect from the festival.

“Moving to Bloomington provides us with the opportunity to do things on a larger 
scale than we could in Brown County, such as musicals with larger casts,” he told me. 
“And we can embrace the idea of doing more Shakespeare — the comedies at least, 
since we like to keep it light and family-friendly.”

The transition to presenting shows in repertory is particularly exciting for Bratton, and 
he hopes for audiences too. For example, audiences are now able to see one show one 
night and a different one the next evening, with exactly the same cast for both shows.

“When we do Taming of the Shrew, the show will run for a week and then we’ll open 
with the next show, You Can’t Take It With You. Every night we’ll revamp the set. It will 
be interesting and exciting for the folks who come out to see the subtle ways the com-

pany takes the set of Taming of the Shrew, and the world it inhabits, and come back the 
next night and see how basically the same area is transformed to a completely differ-
ent venue for the next performance.” 

In addition to Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew (5-28 July) and Kaufman and Hart’s 
classic farce, You Can’t Take It With You (12-29 July), the Indiana Festival Theatre 
kicked off with Damn Yankees (photo at left), the much-loved musical that takes a 
swing at America’s most famous sports franchise, (now through 1 July). At the same 
time the Festival Theatre offered a retelling of a classic fairy tale in Robert Kauzlaric’s 
adaptation of The True Story of the Three Little Pigs at the Studio Theatre (now through 
7 July).

Closing out the Summer is a musical “work-in-progress” that Bratton is particularly 
fired up about.

“We’ll end the Summer with our premier musical offering. Last year we did Happily 
Ever Chloe, which was a work in progress. The audience got to see it take shape as a 
rough musical, which ended at the end of the first act. We told them we were going to 
workshop the piece and bring it back. So we’ll get to see Act One and Act Two — the 
completed show — and we are really excited to have the audience come in and be 
a part of the incubator process of watching the show grow from infancy to finished 
product.” 

Formerly called Happily Ever Chloe, the newly christened Solana, by Grammy award-
nominated IU alumni Michael Heitzman and Ilene Reid, runs from 16-19 August in 
the Wells-Metz Theatre. 

Bratton hopes that the Indiana Festival Theatre will become one more reason for 
Hoosier travellers to add Bloomington to their list of Summer getaway retreats. 

“Bloomington is an artistic community with musicians, actors and artists who are here 
year round and we really like to showcase that. The great thing is that [the Indiana 
Festival Theatre] is located right in the heart of campus. 

“As anyone who has ever been to Bloomington will tell you, you can navigate between 
the campus and the city with ease. You can come to town early, get a meal at one of 
the great restaurants on Kirkwood or downtown, take an easy walk through our beau-
tiful, picturesque Midwestern campus, arrive at one of the most state-of-the-art thea-
tres in the country and see a wonderful performance, and still have time to get home! 

“Or you can make an entire weekend of it. With the rep shows you can see two shows 
in a weekend, experience the campus, stay in one of the wonderful hotels in Blooming-
ton, and enjoy some of the best restaurants in the state that are housed right here. 

“And because we are part of a much larger entity, you can enjoy a School of Music 
performance on the lawn, one of the five shows at the festival theatre, see a hard-to-
find film at the brand new IU Cinema (one of the best-equipped movie theatres in the 
state), which is right next to the wonderful I.M. Pei-designed art museum (that houses 
some of the best pieces of American and world art all in one place). There are very few 
places in the entire state where you can come and be in walking distance of five great 
components of the art world within five minutes. Couple that with great restaurants, 
wonderful bars, a much less crowded environment, easy walking, wonderful weather 
— all the things that make Bloomington a picture-postcard kind of town. Why not 
spend a day or two and enjoy it all?”

Who are we to argue with that?

The IU Department of Theatre and Drama’s Indiana Festival Theatre runs through 19 
August. The season is part of IU’s second annual Summer Festival of the Arts, a 113-
day event that features visual arts, music, cinema, dance and theatre on the Blooming-
ton campus. 

All theatre performances take place at the Lee Norvelle Theatre and Drama Centre, 275 
N. Jordan Ave. in Bloomington. 

Regular admission is $25 for adults, $15 for students; flex passes offer four ticket 
vouchers at a discount and preview tickets are discounted. For more details, visit www.
indiana.edu/~thtr/index.shtml
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs
So, I’ve been writing this column for almost four years now and I never seem to run 
out of things to say. Some people agree with what I’ve said and some people think I 
have no idea what I’m talking about. Either way they always have an opinion and they 
always seem to find me so they can share their thoughts. The thing about writing a 
column about sex, love and relationships is that you are definitely going to have people 
you don’t know ask your advice when you least expect it.  

When I’m out on the town and someone approaches me to tell me that they love my 
column, I always take a moment to talk to the person to see how and why my writing 
has affected them. When I do, I often hear the craziest things. Not only do people tell 
me about their love lives and their deep-seated fear of the break-up talk, but they also 
tell me about their bizarre and kinky sex acts and the secrets they may never tell their 
partner. They also tend to ask me the same three questions in a myriad of ways so I 
thought it might be fun to answer these questions here this month and give you a little 
insight on what makes me tick.  Don’t worry though: I’ll still retain an air of mystery..

Question One: “So I guess you’re just like Carrie Bradshaw, right?” OK, for those of 
you who don’t know, Carrie Bradshaw is a fictional character immortalised in col-
umns, books and the television show Sex And The City. She was basically the alter ego 
of writer Candace Bushnell (note the similar initials) and she was a single girl in New 
York searching for love amidst the tribes of men.  

I’m flattered by the comparison to a layered, brilliant fictional character who is the 
epitome of the seemingly endless search for love, but am I a woman dealing with 
straight men and do I spend $700 on a pair of shoes? Uh, no. But as a sexual anthro-
pologist of sorts she has dealt with every relationship obstacle you could imagine, and 
believe me, so have I. In this respect, yes, I’m like Carrie Bradshaw.   

Another similarity between Carrie and myself is that I have three best friends who 
have seen me through the great times and the awful times — three people who know 
almost everything there is to know about the intricate workings inside me. They may 
not fall within the exact same templates as Miranda, Charlotte and Samantha, but I 
do see many of the same qualities in each of them — there’s the tightly-wound cynic, 
the hopeless romantic and the freewheeling sexual conqueror — all facets of my very 
complicated best friends. And then, of course, there are the men.

Have there been a lot of men throughout the years? Oh, yes. And just like Carrie and 
her friends we gave them nicknames, too. Indiana Baseball. The Fugitive. Fievel. The 
Lifeguard. The Hobo. Mr. Tumnus. The Cuddler. Abercrombie & Fitch. The Tight End.  

I could go on and on, and the nicknames would get more and more graphic, but just 
like Carrie and her friends in the fairytale world of Manhattan, we went through these 
men searching for The One.  

And just like those girls, we met different men and fell in love. Sometimes it worked 
out and sometimes it didn’t, but whether it was 425 days, six months, ten years or still 
going strong, the search for “Mr. Big” is what drove us to suffer through endless dates, 
terrible dinners, boring conversations and clumsy sex to get to the pure, sunlit mo-
ments of magic where we find true love.

Question Two: “Where do you get your ideas?” Well, that’s easy. All of my columns have 
come from two different places — the things that have happened to you and the things 
that have happened to me.  

Where all of you are concerned, I observe your behaviour, pick up snippets of conver-
sations and generally pay attention to everything going on around me. Whether it’s 
watching the games people play as they circle a future partner or taking an offhand 
comment said to me and spinning it out into an examination of one of the many 
strands of sexual and romantic DNA we all have within us, I find my inspiration in the 
daily lives of the people who fill my world — both close friends and people I don’t even 
know.

As for the second source, they say it’s always best to write what you know, and believe 
me, I write what I know: the break-ups, the one-night stands, dating multiple people, 
rebounding, being told I’m too old or too young or I don’t have enough money — it’s 
all been part of my experience. I’ve been fortunate enough to have been in love a few 
times in my life, too. It has been bittersweet to say the least, but like the old saying 

goes, I guess it’s better to have loved and lost, blah, blah, blah. There were times when 
I wished I’d never met the men I’ve loved, but without them I wouldn’t have learned 
many valuable lessons and I wouldn’t have been led down the path that brought me to 
the man I have now.       

Question Three: “So how are you qualified to give advice and answer people’s ques-
tions about relationships?”  

Well, first of all, I’m not a licensed therapist, but I have been through quite a bit in my 
life (see above), and I’m a very vocal supporter of three things: honesty, common sense 
and courage. Let’s start with honesty. It’s a tricky word. When people hear it the first 
thing they think of is that they shouldn’t cheat and they shouldn’t tell lies. This is true, 
but honesty means more than just avoiding deception. Honesty means speaking your 
mind and being true to your feelings. Honesty also means not being afraid to tell your 
partner that you like being spanked or that red underwear turns you on. Honesty is 
saying how you feel regardless of the outcome. And honesty is resisting temptation in 
a tight t-shirt when your partner is far away.  

Honesty, my friends, is the quality I admire most in a guy.  It’s miles above his bicep 
size and his charming smile and it even exceeds his ability to tell a decent joke and 
whether or not he knows who Jean Grey is. Sincerity and trustworthiness are forgotten 
traits that most people have cast aside in search of something else; something trans-
parent and shallow that they think people want when what everyone really wants is 
someone who will tell them the truth.

Common sense is another animal altogether. You would think that everyone would 
have some semblance of common sense, but... ehh, not so much. Common sense is 
the basic level of practical knowledge and judgment that we all need to help us live in 
a reasonable and safe way. That’s it. Seems simple, right? But every day, you can see 
examples of the lack of common sense in our society. I won’t go into detail about the 
lack of common sense as far as social norms go, but the lack of common sense where 
relationships are concerned is staggering.  

We all do stupid things when we are blinded by love or lust, but taking a moment to 
step back and really see what’s happening from the outside can save a lot of people a 
lot of heartbreak. Your partner is secretive and has blocks of missing time he won’t 
explain? Use common sense. Your new boyfriend is still very close to his supposed ex? 
Use common sense. Your partner suddenly stays up all night every night and has devel-
oped a strange sniffle? Use common sense.  

None of us want to believe the person we’re sharing our life with would betray us in 
any way, but the simple fact is that sometimes people are not what they seem. Using 
common sense and your own inner strength may set you off on a journey alone but it’s 
better than sticking with someone who mistreats you because you’re afraid you won’t 
find another, better man out there. That’s where courage comes in.

Courage gives you the strength to not only walk away from a bad situation, but it also 
gives you the spark that makes you who you really are. It doesn’t matter how much 
muscle you pack on or how much your jeans cost if you’re living in fear that everyone 
will find out who you truly are on the inside.  

Have the courage to be yourself and speak your mind. If people don’t like the unaf-
fected, real you, then courage gives you the spine to leave them behind without any 
worry that you’ll be alone. Courage is a light that illuminates your soul and people are 
drawn to its heat. Courage gives us leaders, heroes, artists and champions. Without it, 
honesty and common sense will lay dormant because you’re afraid to speak your mind 
and you’re fearful of the cold glare of reality.

So, there you have it. A glimpse inside the inner workings of Pecs And The City. Fas-
cinating, right? Yeah, I know, not really. It’s not nearly as glamorous as the television 
show, but it’s twice as dirty so it evens itself out. The fact is all of the words in this 
column are as real as it gets. There have been times in the past where I’ve been on a 
bad date or juggling three guys at one party and I’ve thought to myself: “This is gonna 
sound hilarious when I write about it later.” There have been times when I’ve written 
about being bullied or the relationship with my father or how it feels to rise up like 
a phoenix from the ruins of a broken heart and I’ve literally been brought to tears in 
front of my Mac.  

Filtering these experiences through words has been a healing of sorts — and to hear 
how people respond to what I write has been a revelation. We all share the same 
hopes and fears, the same triumphs and tragedies. No matter what you look like on 
the outside we are all the same on the inside. Being true to yourself and your heart 
may be painful at times, but if you fearlessly follow your instincts, the world is yours.  
All you need is a clear head, a pure heart and true friendship. I’ll turn it over to Miss 
Bradshaw and her final words to close out this month’s column: “The most exciting, 
challenging, and significant relationship of all is the one you have with yourself. And if 
you find someone to love the you you love, well, that’s just fabulous.”         
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EVANSVILLE—Evansville’s Tri-State Alliance will host their 5th Annual Celebrity Din-
ner benefit for The Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project on Sunday, 5th August at 
5.30 p.m. at Casino Aztar.  

The event will feature the Chippendales as waiters, plus waiters from the Indianapolis 
Colts Cheerleaders, the Evansville Icemen, the Evansville Icicles and other celebrities. 

Tickets are currently available and cost $90. Corporate tables of eight are $1,000. The 
evening will also feature a live auction with celebrity items.  

Tickets can be purchased by sending a cheque payable to the TSA Celebrity Dinner 
to P.O. Box 2901, Evansville, Indiana 47728 or they can be purchased online at www.
CelebrityDinner.org    

The Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project serves 375 low-income families impacted 
by HIV / AIDS in the three-state regional area of Indiana, Kentucky and Illinois. 

For more information about this project, as well as other ways to help please visit 
www.AIDSHolidayProject.org

For more information about the Celebrity Dinner contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynt-
er@aol.com or by telephone at 812/480.0204. 

Chippendales & Cheerleaders Among 
Celeb Waiters For TSA Fundraiser

1101016 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

It’s how I treat all my customers. 
And you can be sure I’ll always do 
my best to meet your needs. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Honesty. 
Respect. 
Professionalism. 
Courtesy.

Ross S Whitfield, Agent
440 Massachusetts Avenue

Indianapolis, IN 46204
Bus: 317-635-1111

www.thewhitfieldagency.com
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Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Medical 
Matters

It’s Summer. Have you taken the temperature of your medications lately? Most folks do 
not realise that the temperature meds store or travel in can do a lot for and to the pills or 
salves they use to get and stay well. In fact, most people don’t even bother to read the leaflet 
which comes when their pills are dispensed and even fewer look at the boxes that things 
like creams (oft used this time of year for poison ivy, rashes or jock itch) or ointments come 
in, but it’s vital that you do look and try hard to pay attention to what those directions say. 
Just as it’s critical to take your medicine or use your cream when the doctor says, it’s also 
important not to let it get too hot or too cold. And our Midwest Summers are a perfect time 
to ruin the effectiveness of many of the items dispensed from behind the pharmacy counter.

Items which get too hot can have their potency compromised, so they just don’t work — or 
they don’t work right. Also, some creams, salves and even other meds can be affected by 
heat. Capsules can melt and leak. Creams and salves can separate and the medication they 
contain be weakened or ruined altogether. 

So what should you do? Be realistic. Most things come with one of those info sheets or a 
box with some info on the outside. 

First the really easy part: look for the sheet or notice on the box and then read it. See what 
the manufacturer or pharmacy advise. In most cases the temperatures will be a range. One 
salve we use says “Store at 20-25 degrees C (68-77 F). Avoid temperature above 30C (86F).” 
Sounds simple enough, but how many people would read and do it? According to a couple 
pharmacist and doctor friends we asked, sadly, not many at all.

And if they do read the notices, do you or they understand what the words mean? Again, 
likely not. So what does the notice above mean? It means long term this product should 
be kept between 68 and 77 degrees but it also means you can take it into the heat (to 86 
degrees) for a brief while.

Some meds call this an “excursion” and the box or sheet would read “excursions to 86 
permitted.” Our pharmacist friends told us that means a couple or three hours but not all 
day and no leaving the tube (even in a bag or suitcase) in the seat or trunk of the car where 
temps this time of year can easily hit 130 degrees and ruin the medicine.

Drops and pills also have their own limitations as one we checked says “Store upright at 
controlled room temperature 20 to 25 degrees C (68-77 F) and protect from freezing.” That 
means again what it says, and note that line about how to store it (not on its side) as well 
as the caution against freezing it in the cold months. Again, think that suitcase on a trip or 
even sitting in the bag in your car while you run into the grocery after you stopped at the 
drugstore. The value of the pills or drops or salve will be, well, practically nil if kept too hot 
for too long.

There’s also the matter of what you do with your meds when you get them home. A handful 
say plainly “Refrigerate.” Others, though — the vast majority — are less clear but what all 
of the sources we consulted were unanimous on was the answer to this question: Where’s 
the worst place you can store your medicines?

Their answer: In the bathroom medicine cabinet.

Why? Because the moisture level there is unusually high and often that nice, steamy, warm 
shower you so love heats things up past 77 in the room, too. This can cause medicines to 
deteriorate and lose their potency or change composition so they might not work well, 
might work too well (become too strong) or have different side effects — none of which are 
desirable.

So the best thing to do? Unless you have kids or pets with busy hands or mouths leave your 
pills on the bedside table and keep the lid securely on the bottle. Did we mention air doesn’t 
do a thing for pills but ruin their potency, too? For salves, sprays and the like the table or 
cabinet under work fine. Again, though, skip the “medicine cabinet” because it’s not a good, 
safe place to store medicines you want to last!

Finally, and we will have more on this in a future column, look for and observe the dates 
on medications. If they expired in 2007 they should have been recycled ages ago. And if you 
“always have pills left” as a friend does (He always says “in case I feel this coming on again 
later”.) then you are not following directions. Almost every medication — save for some 
people take on-goingly like HIV/AIDS or heart meds — need to be taken until they are gone. 
This is especially so with antibiotics. You may feel well or like you are “over” what ailed 
you, but if you quit before the medicine is done, the illness could regroup and hit again 
— often with increased resistance to the drug you were taking. Remember, too, that the 
doctor and pharmacist are a team and they know how many and what dose you need. Take 
the pills until they are finished.

Follow all of the directions given by your pharmacist and doctor, too, on interactions. Us-
ing a single pharmacy can make this easier as we recently got a call from our druggist that 
she was declining to fill a pill our physician ordered because it had a “type one interaction 
potential” — the most serious kind. Had we taken it, there could have been over a 40% 
chance of developing a stomach ulcer because of an interaction with potassium we also are 
prescribed. Instead of dispensing it she sent us back to our physician for a rethink which 
ended with another drug being used to accomplish the same thing.

Remember, the doctor and pharmacist work together and whether or not you use just one 
pharmacy or multiples, always keep your family doctor (GP) informed of what you are tak-
ing — especially if say a specialist or ER visit added something — as well as any changes in 
your condition. And above all at this time of year, keep cool and let your pills chill with you.

GREENSBURG, Ind.—About 140 demonstrators gathered at a local church 10th June 
to peacefully protest against the church’s “open endorsement of hate speech.”

Those were the words used by organisers of the protest which began when Indian-
apolis resident Daniel Collins (above) was “saddened and hurt” by the support for a 
youth’s pulpit testimony which went viral on the internet and said: “Ain’t no homos 
gonna make it to heaven.”

 That pronouncement, two weeks prior, set off a firestorm of angst among the civil 
rights community. A quickly-organised protest the next Sunday drew approximately 
30 peaceful protestors, but Collins wanted more. “We decided to wait another week 
to organise and spread the word,” Collins said. He enlisted the help of Indiana Equal-
ity, which handled logistics and media planning and brought in one of their coalition 
partners — the Interfaith Coalition on Nondiscrimination.

“We want all to know God is among us,” said Rev. Marie Siroky, president of ICON, at 
the rally. She spoke to the assembled protestors, as did Collins,  representative of the 
Lafayette Pride Centre and Rick Sutton, president of Indiana Equality Action. Media 
from Cincinnati and Indianapolis attended the event. Subsequent internet and media 
reports bounced around the globe.

The protestors were greeted by sunny skies and cooperative police. The Greensburg 
Police Department had established barriers for protestors, mostly for public safety.  
“We have to recognise that this kind of attitude is taught and begins at young ages,” 
Collins told the crowd. He noted his own high school bullying experiences. “Too many 
of your youth are taking their own lives” or live in fear, he added. An interesting side 
note: church members evidently met at another location the 10th of June or skipped 
church. Their parking lot was empty.

The peaceful protest ended after about two hours. Two hecklers who attempted to join 
the protestors were removed by local police to a position about 100 yards away from 
the rally. They were asked to leave because their signs and rhetoric were “not in the 
spirit of the day,” rally organisers said later.  

 

Daniel Collins Leads 
Protest Against Right 
Wing Indiana Church
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Our 
Opinion

Word Publisher

Ah, take a whiff. Go on...a REALLY big breath. Do you smell what we do? In Indian-
apolis it is finally food or your date’s cologne or even ink from this newspaper you are 
smelling. At long last it is NOT cigarette, cigar or any other smoke (unless, of course, 
the cook burned your steak).

We’d almost forgotten about the change which took place with our having been at 
Quad Cities Pride the weekend it took effect so when Ivan, Anthony and I went to Eng-
lish Ivy’s for some dinner the following week we were bemused to spot a knot of guys 
standing on the side of the building. It was then that the light bulb went on and we got 
a good laugh (out of their earshot) that at last Indiana’s largest city has joined most 
other knowledgeable places and banned smoking not only inside bars, restaurants and 
all other work places, but within eight feet of their entrances as well. And The Word 
says it’s not only about time — it’s way way past time we took this action.

As a lifetime non-smoker I have little sympathy for the addicted. And that’s from 
someone who could still get 2nd hand smoke lung cancer as growing up my mom, dad, 
Uncle Stuart and sister all were puffers. It killed my uncle in a very short time when he 
got the lung cancer diagnosis 20-plus years ago. Dad, even though he quit cold turkey 
in the 1960s when I was a teen — there were no patches or gimmicks back then, just 
hard work — still died of lung cancer over 40 years later. Those carcinogens will get 
you no matter how long it takes. They are always waiting.

And me? I have, in the 21-plus years this newspaper has existed, been in and at count-
less smoke-filled bars, clubs, performances and venues. They ranged from assignments 
to prides and nights out with friends. And invariably, I returned each and every time 
with clothes destined for the washer or cleaners. The jury on my lungs is still out and 
I can only hope the cancer which has killed so many — including relatives of mine — 
will stay at bay.

Fortunately as the years have passed fewer and fewer spots allowed smoking — not 
only to protect their customers, but most importantly their employees and folks like 
me who had to “work” there, whether waiting tables, tending bar, taking photos, doing 
stories, delivering the beer or more. This led me to take time to ask a number of club 
workers since the ban went in what they thought and while a couple grumbled about 
their rights and customers rights and griping, not a single one said business was down, 
tips were bad or anything negative. In fact, a majority confessed they were thrilled to 
come home smelling of food or sweat, maybe, but not of tobacco fumes.

Sadly Indianapolis in this case was not a leader but a very distant follower. Friends 
from Dayton, Louisville, Iowa, Florida and elsewhere have long come to visit and just 
as long commented how shocked they were to find puffing still happening when they 
went out for an evening at a club or restaurant in Indianapolis. One even said it had 
been years since she’d heard the expression “Will that be smoking or non?” at a door. 

We do wish to applaud several of the local clubs who did take the bold step and ban 
smoking a year or more ago and we thank those owners for their foresight, but until 
the sun rose on 1st June 2012, the vast majority of places to see a show, dance or have 
a nice meal in the gay community in Indy still allowed at least some smoking.

Now that those days are past and Indianapolis has joined the rest of the forward-
thinking cities, we need to concentrate on areas outside the city. That means to tighten 
the weak Indiana state non-smoking law, which has loopholes big enough for a semi to 
drive through. And we need to make sure the current regulations are enforced vigour-
ously.

Thus far we will confess we’ve not seen a single violator and even the guys on the walk 
by Ivy’s were joking and happy, though it was 70 degrees and not raining. We imag-
ine things might well change if we have a typical Hoosier Winter this year or a wet 
Summer, but they are welcome to come inside if they will but butt out and leave their 
cigarettes at the door (or at least in their pockets.)

So we congratulate what for 22 years now has been our “home town” and people like 
our community’s Zach Adamson who is on city council and helped steer the final ver-
sion of our strict smoking ordinance into law.

While we know there will be a few gnashing their teeth and even a few club owners 
who might be concerned for their business, it’s for everyone’s good health and it’s 
something which presents a level playing field because every restaurant and every pub-
lic club are now filled with clean air.

Funny thing was, after we’d ordered our meal the other night Anthony looked puzzled, 
sniffed and said “What’s that?” Ivan and I sniffed, too before finally Ivan said, “That’s 
the smell of food. We never noticed it before, did we?”

Indeed, we didn’t, so go out soon. Support the businesses which help our community. 
Have a drink, a nice meal or both and know when you get home you and your clothes 
won’t smell like you’ve been at a fire scene.

To those who smoke now might be an even better time than before to investigate quit-
ting — before Winter and rain wash away that spot in the parking lot where you’ve 
moved — at least eight feet from the door!

Indy Finally Goes Smoke-
Free & We Say ‘bout Time!

Area Prides: The Good, 
The Bad And The Ugly

As the region’s largest newspaper in terms of states and areas covered, it is our pleas-
ure this Summer to sponsor nine prides. As of presstime, we’ve personally been to 
two, sent our crew to two and still have five to go — Cincinnati, Northern Kentucky, 
Lexington, Fort Wayne & Lafayette. 

As is always the case, there are the goods, the bads and the uglies, though there seem 
to be a few less of the latter this year. Here’s a few comments so far...

Dayton moved some events and the groups which always seem to oppose one another 
there did a much better job of showing unity. That’s a grand thing and indeed one to 
be proud of. Spencer as always lived up to their reputation of a small town fun pride 
event where almost half as many folk as live in the town turn out to celebrate on the 
courthouse lawn. The organisers do one of the most outstanding PR jobs anywhere 
and it shows when hundreds flock to this town of 2,217 in Owen County, Indiana.

Meanwhile, we had our first experiences in Davenport, Iowa, and Springfield, Illinois, 
this year and both were exemplary in that the gay and lesbian communities and the 
cities worked together so well. The welcome mats were clearly out in both places and 
many bigger prides could take a lesson from Davenport and Springfield.

In Springfield 18-19 May was a nuts-to-butts weekend downtown and the city and the 
crowds were testimony to the diversity of this capital of Illinois. One area hosted a 
three-block-long farmer’s market. The next few blocks were given over to an art festival 
which spilled onto the grounds of the Old Capitol. Just behind that was a wine festi-
val featuring local wineries and entertainment and two blocks the other way — in the 
shadow of the current capitol, Springfield Pride took to the streets with rainbows aflut-
ter and fun everywhere. This was just the 2nd pride downtown for Springfield (their 
5th in total) and the organisers really did do a wonderful job which was supported by 
the gay and straight business community as well as the city. Everyone from the Lin-
coln museum to the gay-owned Statehouse Inn made us feel welcome and then some. 
We will definitely be going back!

Davenport (officially Quad Cities (QC) Pride as it also included Rock Island, Moline 
and Bettendorf) was equally impressive though we think it might be time for them to 
move a bit closer to the centre of downtown as their location in the area of two of the 
clubs was a bit off the beaten path, especially when there was a wonderful tree-shaded 
park alongside the Mississippi sitting empty just a few blocks away. Nonetheless, eve-
ryone was made to feel more than welcome, the committee did legion work and even 
the local daily newspaper, The Quad City Times wrote a pride-day editorial which led 
their editorial page under a headline of “Where All Are Welcome” and had a sub-head 
which read, “Proud of respect, tolerance and support.”

That pretty much summed up the two-day QC Pride, which included everything from 
booths, food, entertainment, drag and displays to a fireworks show and concluded 
with a slightly dampened interfaith religious service when the showers arrived. Liter-
ally, QC Pride Prez Jeff Simpson and his crew thought of everyone and they are to be 
applauded for it!
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Your 
Opinions

So what was in the not-so-good category? 
Well in our opinion, despite being based 
in Indianapolis, we never made it inside 
Indy Pride. The event has become so out-
of-hand large that it had to be fenced be-
hind a chain link wall which reminded us 
of something from the 40s in Germany or 
the 60s in Russia. This was indeed sad be-
cause friends who did go reported having 
fun times, though when we tried to attend 
we found lines two blocks and more long 
at the gates and witnessed (and heard of) 
inspections of coolers and anything any-
one wanted to carry in which bordered on 
airport TSA security. It was hardly what 
one would call welcoming, we feel.

In their defence, while we understand 
sponsors asked certain brands be sold 
at the bar area and the excise and local 
police had concerns for the possible 
misuse of alcohol — either by under-
agers drinking or older folks carrying 
it out of the designated bar areas — we 
wish Indy Pride’s organisers had come up 
with something less prison-like and more 
welcoming. It was almost as though they 
were seeking to hide pride behind a fence, 
though we were never certain if it was to 
keep folks in or out or both. In any case, 
the appearance was a put-off to many 
as were the uber lines after the parade 
meaning we were not the only ones who 
came, looked and walked away.

It would seem, too, that we might have 
outgrown the present park as attendance 
has made Indy Pride one of the biggest 
in the region. Something else organisers 

Part of the crowd waiting for a chance to enter the fence at Indy Pride.

might want to look at before we have a 
repeat in 2013.

Also, we (and others, below) want to say 
a few words about Indy Pride’s attendees. 
And those words are not pretty. What 
they boil down to is just because you are 
celebrating the great freedoms we all 
have today (Remember I grew up in the 
60s and 70s when we had nothing like 
the rights we enjoy now.) that does not 
mean you need to run around downtown 
in just a thong, start drinking at 8 a.m. 

or to such excess that you cannot stand 
up. And to make it worse, that you must 
brag about it on Facebook, Twitter and 
elsewhere. It is also worth noting that our 
mess along Mass. Ave. and elsewhere on 
the parade route was shameful. Floats 
threw candy and trinkets despite rules 
prohibiting same and hours later lit-
ter was still blowing in the wind to be 
picked up. We can do better because 
pride means a lot to a lot of people. It’s 
rights and obligations. It’s friendship and 
relationships. It’s showing the community 

we are entitled to the equality we yearn 
for. But it’s also showing we know how to 
handle all of the above. At least a small 
percentage failed to do this very well or 
at all at Indy Pride which is not organis-
ers’ fault nor the community’s, but it does 
need a rethink by all involved.

Also on the list of less-than-stellar is the 
situation in Northern Kentucky, where 
pride first was going on at one spot, then 
another, then appeared cancelled and at 
the last possible moment got announced 
and hopefully held. It was due to happen 
a few days after this Word published, and 
we hope it and its larger companion Cin-
cinnati Pride will/did take place and were 
the greatest ever, but we and many others 
were unable to plan to attend because of 
all the uncertainties. 

Speaking of next time, we’ll offer com-
ments on Cincinnati, Northern Kentucky, 
Lexington and Fort Wayne (always a 
great and well-organised event thanks 
to Nikki and her crew!) and we’ll still 
be looking forward to the pride finale in 
Lafayette in late August.

Summers around the Midwest have a 
lot of grand things to offer, and we hope 
to see you at a pride (or another pride) 
before the curtain rings down on 2012’s 
season. And if you go remember you have 
a lot to be proud of, so behave and make 
your community feel equally happy to 
have you as a participant. It’s about show-
ing a face to the larger world we can all 
be proud of!

Editor: I would like to start off by saying that I thought that the Indy Pride Parade 
was very good this year and that the large expanded area for the booths was very good 
also. However, I felt like I was treated like a caged spectacle who had to be fenced in 
and gawked at like the aniamals at the zoo. This was totally uncomfortable for me and 
many of my friends and others I talked to.  

I had not been to the pride festival in four years and felt like a criminal going through 
the interrogation at the gates to get my cooler inspected for alcohol. REALLY: are the 
sponsors that greedy that they will not allow people to bring in any alcohol? (B.T.W. 
they don't serve the only alcohol that I can drink, either).  

If this is the way that Indy wants to run their Pride Festival I will NOT attend another 
Indy Pride event in the future, nor will I patronise any of the places here that are part 
of that mass spectacle. I will go to other pride events out of state that do not treat me 
like I am just a spectacle who needs to be cordoned off from the rest of the general 
population. I am very disappointed in Indy Pride! I guess it is true that it all comes 
down to money and control and Indy Pride, I think you got it wrong!!!

—Troy Creek

Letter to the Editor:

Why I hate pride week, from a gay man’s view:

First off I am a gay man, and I have a partner, but I have come to hate pride week, 
especially here in Indianapolis. No, this is not easy to say and I’m sure there will be 
plenty of backlash, so I will tell you why.

During pride people forget they are people. Large portions of our community turn into 
adult brats.

I hear “It’s because I’m (gay/lesbian/bi/transgender), Right?” I hear “You owe me that 
because I’m (gay/lesbian/bi/transgender)” too.

The community at large becomes a mass of drunken, mean, rude and socially unaccep-
table adults who think they have the right to do so.

I work in a local restaurant and yes, we cater to the gay community and our owners 
support the community 100%. However, pride seems to have devolved into “let’s see 
what we can get, not let’s be proud of who we are.” I know working in the service indus-
try that there are some special requests that we have to deal with; however during pride 
week these seem to get out of hand, and the more we concede, the more you take. I 
spent 10 hours in a kitchen on Saturday. I missed the parade and all the activities in the 
park and I didn’t even get off work in time to see any of the vendors who support our 
community.  What I did get out of pride was a headache, and it wasn’t from drinking 
or partying, it was from divas getting mad they couldn’t have it their way.  It was from 
groups of people forgetting that we all have to live in this town after pride and most 
importantly forgetting that we all still have to get along.

The headache was not limited to the kitchen. Have you ever had to clean up after a 
party? Now multiply that by 20 or 30 times. Pride brought out the diva in almost every-
one I met during the week. 

Outside it was more of same. I ride a bike and twice in a week was knocked over be-
cause a group didn’t want to share the sidewalk and I couldn’t use the street because it 
was blocked off for festivities. I went shopping and heard the same from others as well 
— tales of people getting mad because they couldn’t have exactly what they wanted.  
Annoying young gay men and women, seeing that their older counterparts could throw 
a fit, did the same. “Adults acting like children” is the way I heard one person put it. 
Another stated, “I have a 10 and 12 year old who act more mature than that.” I actu-
ally heard one young man accuse a clerk at a gas station of overcharging “Just because 
I’m gay, right?”  WRONG!!! He was not overcharging, he was charging according to the 
prices posted and it had nothing to do with sexuality.  I thought pride was supposed to 
be a celebration of who we are, where we came from and where we are going. Based on 
what I saw we are going nowhere fast, at least in Indianapolis.  
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Casino Aztar Presents 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, July 15 
6-10pm 

 
Blush Ultra Lounge 

615 NW Riverside Drive, 1st Floor of Le Merigot Hotel 
Downtown Evansville Casino District 

Cover charge: $5, a benefit for TSA HIV Prevention Kits 
 

Donations can be sent to the Tri-State Alliance,  
PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 or www.TSAGL.org 
Featuring Performances by Andrew Baum, Katie Watts & Andrea Wirth 
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Thursday, July 19, 2012, 7:00 PM
GARFIELD PARK • MACALLISTER AMPITHEATER 
Featuring Pride of Indy Concert Band and Jazz Ensemble

FREE
Garfield Park, 2524 Conservatory Drive, Indianapolis

PRIDE OF INDY BANDS PRESENTS

AMERICAN 
SUMMER

Our Media Partners:

Part of the 2012 Pops Series 
at Garfield Park

For more info: 
317.327.7053 

www.indy.gov/parks

At the MacAllister 
Amphitheater 
weather permitting. 

Seating 

available 

or find a place 

on the lawn!

See you there!
For more information, visit us at 
www.prideofindy.org

like us | follow us | watch us

Pride of Indy Bands would like to thank 
everyone who came out to celebrate 
Pride with us this year. Because of 
you, we had our largest Anniversary 
Concert audience to date. The level of 
enthusiasm and participation during 
the Parade & Festival were incredible. 

THANK YOU!
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By Casey Williams/ Automotive Reporter

You Auto 
Try This...

If you want a powerful rear-drive sports car, it is an easy quest. Check the Chevy 
Corvette, Porsche 911, Ford Mustang or Nissan 370Z for a start. But what if we put a 
$25,000 price cap on it? Well, good luck with that! A Hyundai Genesis is about your 
only choice. You can’t even buy a Pontiac Solstice or Saturn Sky anymore. The Hyun-
dai is a great car, but be patient. Scion is on the way with its 2013 FR-S

“The FR-S will definitely be Scion’s halo car. While the brand has been iconic with the 
xB, adrenalized by the tC, and groundbreaking with the new iQ, the addition of the 
FR-S expands the brand into a new dimension of driving performance,” Scion Vice 
President Jack Hollis told me recently.

Born of a joint-venture with Subaru, which will sell the similar BRZ, Scion’s FR-S is 
the brand’s first rear-drive car of any type and will crank up the electricity for a new 

beat of drivers.  Engineers and designers admittedly had the Toyota AE86-generation 
Corolla in mind as they set about with this new car. In its day it was the benchmark for 
lightweight, balanced handling and style.

Performance starts with a 2.0-litre four-cylinder jointly-developed by Toyota and 
Subaru, but is essentially the latter’s renowned horizontally-opposed “boxer” engine 
with Toyota’s direct-injection system. 

It delivers 200hp and 151 lb.-ft. of torque, hitting 100hp per litre while still turning in 
34-MPG Hwy. with a paddle-shifted 6-speed automatic or 30-MPG with the available 
6-speed manual.

The key advantage of a boxer engine is its low center of gravity. Combined with the 
rear-drive layout and far-back placement of the front engine, the car promises out-
standing balance. 

Scion claims a 53:47 front-to-rear weight ratio – not bad for a front-engine car. The 
short-throw shifter on manual-equipped cars encourages spirited driving, but the 
automatic with sport mode for delayed upshifts and dynamic rev matching for smooth 
downshifting make the most of today’s technology. A limited-slip differential spreads 
power to the pavement evenly.

If the now-defunct saying about there being no substitute for cubic inches has gone 
the way of big-block Chevys, then we can now rely on the adage that nothing helps 
performance like a good diet. 

An aluminum hood, solid roof and trunk employed instead of a hatchback help keep 
weight to just 2,758 lbs. for vehicles with manual transmissions or 2,806 for those with 
automatics. MacPherson struts in the front and a double wishbone design in the rear 
give the FR-S an athletic suspension system.  Electric power steering and four-wheel 
ventilated disc brakes enable precision on the road or road course.

From a brand best-known for varying sizes of boxes, the FR-S is one sexy machine. A 
long draping hood flows into a swept-back windshield, fastback roofline and upturned 
rear deck. There’s a lot of first-generation Datsun Z in the shape and details, but the 
Scion cuts the clutter with LED taillamps, 17” alloy wheels, large honeycomb air in-
takes and dark diffuser panel with protruding dual exhausts at the rear. Historic details 
like the aggressive front fenders, angular headlights, and low roofline tie the FR-S to 
classic Toyotas like the 2000GT and AE86.

Even while providing enough space for two kids in rear seats, the four-place coupe 
continues its sporting flair inside. Front buckets hug your sides and rear seats fold flat 
for extended cargo space. 

In front of a simple three-gauge instrument cluster is a small diameter leather-wrapped 
wheel. The cool programmable redline indicator and a raised rib in the dashtop help 
drivers find their groove while a 300-watt Pioneer audio system with CD/USB inputs 
brings the tunes. Scion’s first BeSpoke audio system links in iPones for Facebook, Twit-
ter and internet radio, too.  

As with all Scions, the FR-S is covered by a 3-year/36,000-mile limited warranty and 
5-year/60,000-mile powertrain warranty. Bringing more peace is Scion Service Boost 
which includes complimentary factory-scheduled service for the first two years or 
25,000 miles.  

“Scion’s goal was to create an affordable sports car that true driving enthusiasts could 
enjoy. We accomplished that with a starting price under $25,000, which is a total home 
run for buyers! Add in scion’s complimentary Scion Service Boost, our dealers’ no-
haggle no-hassle Pure Price, and Scion’s network of about 1,000 dealers and the FR-S 
is a grand slam,” Hollis concluded.
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

129 East Market Street, Suite 500, Indianapolis, IN 46204

317.236.0477 / 317.236.0481 (fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

Summer is here — which means a vacation most likely isn’t far away. Whether you’re 
hitting the road, jumping on a plane or even enjoying a “staycation” at home, you’re 
probably looking forward to some down time with your boyfriend, girlfriend or mom 
and dad. 

But not every aspect of your life should be relaxed. Specifically, you don’t want to take 
a vacation from investing — which means you need to become a diligent, year-round 
investor. Here are a few suggestions that can help: 

—Keep on investing. Don’t head to the investment “sidelines” when the financial 
markets experience volatility as they have been of late. You don’t want to be a nonpar-
ticipant when things turn around because, historically, the early stage of any market 
rally is generally when the biggest gains occur. (Keep in mind that past performance of 
the market is not a guarantee of future results.)

—Keep learning. In just about any classroom, the best students are the ones who get 
the most out of their education and put their learning to the best use. And the same 
is true of the investment world: the more you know about the forces that affect your 
investments’ performance, and about why you own the investments you do, the more 
likely you are to make the right moves — and the less likely you’ll be to make hasty 
and unwise decisions.

—Keep your focus on the long term. As an investor, you need to look past those 
events — such as natural disasters, recession fears and political instability abroad — 
that may have noticeable short-term effects on the financial markets but little impact 
over the longer term. So instead of making investment decisions based on today’s 
headlines, think about what you want your financial picture to look like in 10, 20 or 
30 years — and take the appropriate steps to help make that picture materialise. These 
steps include following a long-term, disciplined investment strategy that’s suitable for 
your individual needs, making adjustments as time goes on and working with a profes-
sional financial advisor who knows your situation and can help you make the right 
choices.

—Keep looking for growth opportunities. To achieve your long-term goals, such 
as a comfortable retirement, you’ll need to own growth-oriented investments, such as 
stocks and other investments that contain equities. The percentage of your holdings 
devoted to stocks should be based on your risk tolerance, time horizon and proximity 
to retirement. But no matter what your situation, you want a portfolio that’s designed 
to help you meet your investment goals.

—Keep relying on “hardworking” investments. To help ensure your investments are 
working hard for you, choose those vehicles which can help you in multiple ways. For 
example, when you invest in a 401(k) or other employer-sponsored retirement plan, 
your money grows on a tax-deferred basis which means it can accumulate faster than 
if it were placed in an investment on which you pay taxes every year. (Keep in mind 
that taxes are due upon withdrawal and withdrawals prior to age 59½ and may be sub-
ject to a 10% IRS penalty.) Plus, you typically fund your 401(k) with pretax dollars, so 
the more you put in each year, the lower your taxable income. Furthermore, with the 
choices available in your plan, you can create a good mix of investments.

So enjoy your vacation this Summer, unless of course you might be moving house 
which poses a lot of different questions hard work and — as you might suspect — can 
also be tied to the investment world. Almost everyone would agree on one point: mov-
ing is a hassle. In addition to selling your current home and finding a new one, you 
may need to deal with a new doctor, a new dentist and a new job — the list goes on 
and on. But you’ll also need to consider the financial aspects of your move — specifi-
cally your investments, insurance taxes and even your estate plans.

How can you help make sure that your move doesn’t slow your progress toward your 
financial goals? Consider the following relocation “checklist”:

1.) Open new bank accounts and set up automatic transfers. If your move requires you 
to change banks, open new accounts as soon as possible and shop if you can for a local 
or regional bank. They tend to be more responsive and willing to waive some fees and 
that will save you some cash. Also, if you had your previous bank automatically move 
money each month from a chequing or savings account into an investment, set up a 
similar arrangement at your new bank.  

2.) Decide what to do with your employer-sponsored retirement plan. If you are leaving 
your old job, you’ll need to make some decisions about your 401(k) or other employer-
sponsored retirement plan. For example, you might have the option of leaving your 

money in your former employer’s plan or you may be able to roll the money over to a 
new employer’s plan. Alternatively, you could decide to transfer the assets into an Indi-
vidual Retirement Account (IRA). Your financial advisor can help you make the choice 
that’s right for your situation. 
3.) Discuss your situation with a tax professional. You may want to meet with your tax 
professional to consider the benefits or liabilities of any differences in tax laws be-
tween your new location and your old one. You may also need to address any implica-
tions resulting from moving and changing jobs, such as deducting moving costs or 
having to pay tax if your new employer picks up the moving bill. Your new home state 
might also allow you to be in a married or civil union situation and that would change 
things too if, for example, you left Indiana for Iowa or Illinois. The former doesn’t 
recognise civil unions or gay marriage, but Illinois does allow civil unions. Iowa allows 
gay marriage. See? There’s a lot to consider here.
4.) Review your financial goals. Some of your goals, such as those related to housing 
and where you want to retire, may have changed as a result of your move. So it’s a 
good idea to meet with your financial advisor to review your objectives. You might not 
have wanted to retire in Kentucky where you used to live, but you might feel differ-
ently in the Smokies of Tennessee or in Central Florida.
5.) Evaluate your monthly budget. If you followed a budget detailing your expenses 
and cash flow before your move, you may need to update it after you’ve settled into 
your new home. If you haven’t set up a budget in the past, you’ve now got a good rea-
son to establish one because I feel a well-planned budget can help you avoid dipping 
into your long-term investments to pay for short-term needs.
6.) Update your insurance coverage. Make sure your vehicles, stored possessions and 
new residence are covered during and after your move. And if your health insurance is 
changing, be aware of what’s covered under your new policy when you shop for a doc-
tor at your new location.
7.) Finally, review your estate plans. As I said above, some states are (as they should 
be) perfectly fine with recognising your gay marriage or union while others are not. If 
you move from one to the other be certain medical powers of attorney, health direc-
tives and ownership of property conforms to your new home state’s laws or you might 
find yourself locked out of the hospital if your spouse has to go or out of luck on taxes 
if she or he dies leaving you with a hefty estate tax bill.
Moving may require you to adjust many aspects of your life. Reviewing the items on 
this checklist can help you get your financial house in order before you move into your 
new home. Have a great Summer!
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 
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Dear Mz. Pink,

I am a middle-aged woman and for as long as I can remember I have always identified 
myself as a lesbian. I have been in a couple of long-term relationships and a few short-
term ones. I consider myself well-versed in the lesbian community. This has always been 
my lifestyle. Lately, however, I have wondered if being with a man would be easier. I want 
to have a family, but right now I am single with no women prospects and the future looks 
grim. If I was with a man I could have a baby and a family with no trials and tribula-
tions. I don’t like thinking this way but I am not getting any younger and my baby-mak-
ing days are numbered. What should I do?

Baby Blues

Hello Baby Blues,

You are definitely in a predicament. I know that right now it seems that there is no 
time for anything, but trust me, you have at least a little time to work with. Besides, 
wanting a baby takes planning and some time even if you decide to have one with a 
man.

I don’t recommend switching your whole lifestyle to have a child. If that is the route 
you want to take you can find a man who will “help” in that area and not want a rela-
tionship or anything else from you, but if you are having feelings of wanting to have 
sex with a man or to have a relationship with one, then you need to decide if that is 
what you really want to try. I can tell you that you may get into this so-called “easier 
relationship” and then decide you have made a huge mistake because you are and 
always have been a lesbian. Remember the expression is “born this way.”

However, if you decide to stay true to who you are and always have been then there 
are ways that you can have all that you want. Like I said before, it just takes time and 
planning. Here are some options for you:

—You could wait to see if a relationship will blossom with someone you want to be 
with. The way you are feeling is the way someone else is feeling — you just need to 
find her so you can get that ball rolling. She is out there and she does want what you 
want.

—You could just go at the family thing single. There are plenty of women out there 
who do it by themselves every day. How, you ask? Well, you could get a known-donor 
where a man would provide you with sperm and you could attempt to inseminate 
yourself. Or you could go through a clinic and choose a donor that way.

If the at-home insemination doesn’t sound like something you could do or want to try, 
then you could go through IVF and have a doctor perform the task for you. 

If you just want a child and do not want to go through all or any of these types of pro-
cedures then you could always try to adopt.

I feel like you are making decisions too quickly and you are letting your biological 
clock make the decisions for you. Please do not rush into any life-altering decisions 
just because you feel you have to make a family. Although making a baby with a man 
would be considered “easier”, it doesn’t mean that being in a relationship and having a 
family with a man would be. So keep that in your mind while you decide what you are 
going to do.

Please don’t be one of those lesbians who jump back and forth, either. If you want to 
be with women, be with women. You can have a family and a happy life with someone 
you truly love and want to be with. If you want to be with a man, just do it. You are 
grown and you don’t need an excuse to be with anybody. Don’t use a family and an 
easier route as your excuse to be with a man. 

Think about this scenario: What happens if you get with a man, get pregnant fairly 
quickly and when the baby is born you realise you don’t want to be with this man. 
What happens to your baby? Are you going to just jump into a relationship with a 
woman after all that? Do you think it will be easier to have a child with a man and 
then have a relationship with a woman? I can almost guarantee your reasoning will 
cause endless arguments in your real relationship.

You can save yourself and your future family a lot of turmoil and emotional hardship 
if you just think and plan a little bit.

Mz. Pink

www.pinkinthesheets.com
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Six
His party’s adopted platform is mum on what I see as our most-important issue: HJR-
6, the marriage discrimination amendment. Will he bolt on the platform or is this 
a grand plan to skip discussion of all “social issues,” as we heard Daniels preach.  

And Gregg has solidly professed marriage should “only be one man one woman” 
because of his “Christian faith and its beliefs.” As if only a certain faction of the 
Christian world can determine God’s belief on this issue. When the platform 
discussions heated up, Gregg relented. Sen. Simpson pushed hard and prevailed. 
Here’s what we have to believe about these two gubernatorial candidates, based on 
their stated beliefs, if not their party platforms:

   **Each is solidly opposed to same-sex marriage.

   **Each believes God inspires their views on that subject, so they come from the 
same arena. 

   **Each has a problem with their lieutenant governor nominee: the Republican 
LG nominee voted against the last sentence of HJR-6 in the Indiana House in 
2011. Simpson is a steadfast opponent of HJR-6.

   **Each strongly wants to win.

Under those circumstances, it’s still difficult to believe Indiana’s next governor will 
be an HJR-6 opponent. But we’ll see.

STANDING ON BROAD SHOULDERS

Here is what we DO know about these platforms: rarely does a party walk-back its 
prior platforms. In other words, the 2012 platforms are strong contenders to be 
the baseline 2016 platforms. Which is huge.

The activists who laboured long and hard over these fine-print details deserve a pat 
on the back. Whenever you make a list like this someone gets left off in advance: 
no such intent here. But here is a list of those who deserve strong thanks from our 
community:

—Among the Republicans: Kathy Sarris, noted above. Former Marion County 
GOP Chairman Tom John and his wife, Christina Trexler. Former Indianapolis 
City-County Councillor Scott Keller (who co-sponsored the city’s Human Rights 
Ordinance and who is a candidate for Indiana House this Fall.) Chris Douglas, a 
tireless Indiana Equality early organiser who never gave up on his party’s chances 
to moderate its views on our community. And many more.

—Among the Democrats: Stonewall Democrats as an organisation, their current 
and past leadership, including Lori Morris, Aaron Schaler, Jerame Davis, Zach Ad-
amson, Christian Mossburg and many others. Former City Councillor Jackie Nytes 
(another HRO co-sponsor, along with strong council supporters Angie Mansfield, 
Joanne Sanders and more.) Current Democratic state chairman Dan Parker. Simp-
son, along with courageous senators Lonnie Randolph, Tim Lanane, Greg Taylor 
and many more.  State Reps. Terri Austin, Ed Delaney, Sheila Klinker and so many 
more who’ve stayed the course over years.

—Among activists: all who worked on inclusive issues through local and statewide 
efforts for many years: Mark St. John, Joan Joanette,  Jon Keep and Randy Studt.
Wally Botich, Don Sherfick... And the list goes on.

The toothpaste is out of the tube. It can’t be put back. In any tube. Long live the 
toothpaste.

IYG LIVES TO FIGHT ANOTHER DAY

Glory be. Indiana Youth Group announced last month that they will fight their 
specialty license plate denial in at least one venue. They’ll appeal to the Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles even though no formal appeal process exists. They want some 
answers and they are right to request them.

IYG Executive Director Mary Byrne made the announcement that with help from 
the Indiana Civil Liberties Union they’ll challenge the March senatorial complaint. 
That complaint — signed by 20 Indiana senators — alleged IYG broke the Bureau’s 
rules by offering some of the specialty plates at a premium to raise extra funds. A 
strict no-no.  

IYG serves hundreds of gay, lesbian, bi and trans youth throughout central Indi-
ana.  They operate on a thin budget and they always need more money. The spe-
cialty plate funds were a sorely-needed boost to their treasury.

Look — nobody holds a gun to your head when you go to the BMV to purchase 
plates.  Except perhaps the state, which has one of the highest vehicle excise tax 
rates in America. Nobody purchases a vanity plate in the dark: we all recognise 
where the extra money goes and the 20 state senators involved in this case ought to 
be ashamed.

Good luck to IYG.  

WHAT A DIFFERENCE IN FOUR YEARS

Four years ago at this time, Hoosiers were recovering from the most hotly-contest-
ed presidential primary in 44 4years. Then-Senator Hillary Clinton narrowly beat 
then-Senator Barack Obama in the Indiana primary with a record turnout. The gay 
and lesbian community was divided although Clinton enjoyed strong support.  

Four years ago this week Clinton bowed out and officially threw her support to 
Obama and the historic trek began.

Fast-forward to 2012.  

Indiana’s presidential primary threatened to have the same bang, only on the Re-
publican side of the ballot. But May came and went with a whimper. The Republi-
cans figured out their internal struggle before Indiana’s primary became an “item.”

Indiana’s 2012 Democratic National Convention delegation includes seven lesbian, 
gay, bi & trans-identified delegates. The national party adopted Indiana’s delegate 
selection procedure which included that historic set-aside.  

Another bit of progress made by those tireless behind-the-scenes workers.  

Who says you can’t “change from within” ?  

Let’s hope the historic political changes noted in this column are supplemented by 
even stronger changes in four more years.

Progress. Sometimes painfully slow. But never a stranger in politics.

   

FEEL ALL THE STRESS & TENSION
MELT FROM YOUR BODY

UNDER THE HANDS
OF A NATIONALLY-CERTIFIED

MASSAGE THERAPIST

 INCREDIBLE 
90 Minute MASSAGE 

FOR JUST $60
CLINIC LOCATED On East 86th Street In The Nora Area

CALL RON AT
(317) 902-2796
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Friday, Sept. 7
6 p.m. - midnight

Parking Lot opens at 5 p.m. 

Parking is free

ticketS
$40 pre-event

$45 at the gate

$36 blocks of 7 or greater

Available at The Center,  
cincyglbt.com and  
various ticket outlets

Gay & Lesbian Community Center of Greater Cincinnati

Centerthe

Brought to you in part by these fine sponsors:

pride night is a fundraiser 
for the gay and lesBian 

community center of 
greater cincinnati.
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101 South Harding Street
Indianapolis

Unique 1 & 2
Bedroom Homes

Stainless Steel Appliances
Electric Range

Built-in Microwave
Washer & Dryer Included

New Cherry Cabinets
Exposed Concrete Floors

Historic Red Brick

www.coredevelopment.com
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Whipping 
Post

By Ms. K / Word Columnist
Pride is over for a lot of us (though Fort Wayne and Lafayette are still to go as I write 
this) and I hope everyone who has attended, volunteered and enjoyed our communi-
ties’ pride celebrations so far has truly felt the same pride that I did. I am so lucky to 
be a part of something so wonderful and feel that pride shows we are so very strong 
in our efforts to make our lives better. Thank you to everyone who became a part of 
things at my local pride in Indianapolis. I enjoyed meeting and seeing you all at the 
celebration. If your pride is still to come, don’t miss it! I wish I could attend each and 
every one, but alas time and money do tend to get in the way.

Moving along, I received an e-mail from a gay Leatherman who said he has had 
enough of those in our community who talk about how they are going to do this and 
that in our community’s best interests but who then do nothing! He said he hears this 
more and more often and he’s asked me what I would suggest he say to those who 
come up to him and claim that they want to volunteer but when told what’s needed do 
absolutely nothing to help. He told me that this has happened over and over lately and 
came to me seeking help in dealing with these do-nothings.

I, too, have also experienced this in the past 30 years and have also felt disheartened 
and puzzled by those who talk a big talk and then never do anything. It makes me 
think these folks get caught up in the moment while events such as pride are happen-
ing and think to themselves that they are missing out. 

I can tell them that they are missing out on things which are very special and as times 
change, those opportunities change and they do lose out. I would suggest asking them 
from the start if they are really serious about volunteering. If they are, ask them to 
contact you about something you have coming up and give them a small — but not 
vital — part to do and see if they follow through. 

If they don’t, call and let them know they disappointed you and tell them that you hope 
they will do better in the future. I do believe we have to call people on their short-
comings in a polite way so they know that their failure to do as promised did not go 
unnoticed.  

Good luck to you and I hope you get one out of ten who say to you “I want to volun-
teer and I want to help” to actually mean it and become involved because that’s what a 
community truly is.

Along that same line, we will not all agree about the best way to exist in our communi-
ty, but one thing we should always agree on is that we are one community and we need 
to support each other in our accomplishments and failures.  

At a pride this year I talked with an older gentleman who had suffered a heart attack 
and had to have triple bypass surgery. This gentleman told me he would not have made 
it through that terrible time in his life if it had not been for the love and support of 
his leather brothers and sisters. His story warmed my heart immensely and made me 
feel we do get our priorities right at least part of the time. I believe our leather family 
should have a very high importance to all of us and I hope you feel the same way.

On another topic, someone who signed his e-mail “I am a drug addict” wrote to me 
and asked how in the world he could stay off drugs with all that were around at the 
bars, parties, etc. He said he was trying to get and stay off drugs but had failed several 
times. He admitted to me that after spending 30 days at a rehab centre within one 
week of returning home he was right back to his old habits. He asked me “What is the 
best thing to do to stay off drugs and still be able to maintain friends, some of whom 
still have drug problems?”

I hate to say it, but reader you might have to find new friends and stay away from the 
old ones because I can advise you that keeping friends who have drug problems will 
always be a problem for you. Unfortunately, you must give up any friends who will not 
encourage you to stay on the path you need to in order to get clean and stay that way. 

I know a Leatherman who has been clean for over seven years but still he struggles 
each and every day to stay away from drugs. No one said it would ever be easy but you 
have to stay away from those actively doing drugs and seek out friends who are clean 
and sober.  

I also don’t believe in trading one drug — like meth — for alcohol. Some people will 
drink too much and tell me that because alcohol is legal they can trade getting high 
on meth for getting drunk. You will not survive and make it through until you learn to 
make being clean from all drugs your main goal in life. Good luck and I wish you all 
the best as I this is not an easy road to travel.

Finally, a comment I want to make this month is about all the e-mails I have received 
concerning how I decide what to write in my monthly column versus what I answer 
privately.  

Please understand that I have only one column and so much space, so I have to choose 
and I cannot always include everything every month. I hope you all understand that 
and please know that I do answer all e-mails I receive even though most of them are 
private due to space limitations. I try and print the answers to those I feel are of most 
widespread interest and which will help the most people, but I value each and ev-
ery e-mail and love hearing from everyone. Please keep them coming. My address is  
MsKleather@sbcglobal.net  I look forward to hearing from you all.  

By LEE DENSMORE

For The Word

CHICAGO—You might recall last month I met Woody Woodruff, Mr. Michigan Leather 
2012, during a send-off and fundraising event at The Dunes. They sold Woody’s Weiner 
Plates for $3 as a part of that and I wondered at the time if those weiners might make 
Woody a winner. Well those, along with great personality, community support and tal-
ent, seem to have done the trick as Woody  has been named International Mr. Leather 
2012; a title he captured over a field of 49 in the 34th annual International Mr. Leather 
(IML) Contest held over Memorial Day Weekend in the Grand Ballroom of the Hyatt 
Regency Chicago.

Was It The Weiners? 
Woody Takes The Title!

A resident of Farmington Hills, Michigan, Woody’s 
day job is as an account manager for a commercial 
bank. Among his community service involvements, 
he is an advocate for encouraging people to stand up 
and get involved.

As the International Mr. Leather 2012 titleholder, 
Woody will represent IML and the leather com-
munity over the next year. He also receives a prize 
package that includes $5,000 in travel funds courtesy 
of Orbitz.com and donations from businesses and 
organisations supporting the leather and fetish com-
munity.

Over 17,000 guests attended the various IML and 
IML related events during the Memorial Day weekend and over 2,000 were present at 
the International Mr. Leather Contest to see Woody’s victory.

For more information about IML and the group’s activities and events, visit www.imrl.
com and next time someone needs to do a fundraiser, I definitely recommend weiners!
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

Question: My partner of 30 years and I love each other very much, have a beautiful home and 
are now retired after running a successful business together for years. We have a house in the 
Midwest, a condo in Florida and a wide circle of friends. To look at us, you’d think we have 
the perfect life, and I guess in many ways we do. Here’s the problem, or problems, I should say.

Both of us were diagnosed with low testosterone several years ago, and when we explored 
treatment for it, we learned that there was a risk of cancer. We have several friends, in fact, 
who did develop prostate cancer after taking treatment to boost their testosterone. So, neither 
of us wanted to pursue that route.

I’m okay with just snuggling and can do without sex and I thought my partner was too. But 
recently I found out that he has profiles on several sites where men advertise for hookups. 
When I confronted him, he was very open and non-defensive. His response was that one can 
never have too many friends, and who knew what adding a third party (or more) to our bed 
might do for our sex life.

I’m glad we’re able to be honest about this with each other, but I have two issues. One is that 
I wish that he’d run all this by me first. I can’t help but worry that since he didn’t it means he 
wasn’t shopping for the two of us, but just for himself. The other concern is if we do manage 
to “get things going again,” so to speak, shouldn’t it be with each other and not another person 
or other people? With all the history between us and all we have going as a couple it seems we 
owe that much to each other.

I don’t want to leave him and he says he feels the same. But this whole thing has just really 
gotten under my skin. Advice, please?

Answer: It’s surprising how often these issues, or something very much like them, come up 
in my practice with my older gay male clients.

Most men, as they age, experience a drop in testosterone production. The trajectory for 
this change can begin as early as the 40s and take years — even decades — before it lessens 
a man’s sex drive in any significant way. Or, it can occur later in life in a very sudden, 
dramatic way, leaving the man experiencing it (and his sex partner or partners) feeling like 
“Whoa, what just happened here? Everything was fine the other day!”

Either way, once a man’s testosterone production starts to drop, it leaves him with all kinds 
of thoughts, feelings and questions to ponder, just as this reader and his partner are doing.

To start with, there seem to be many layers to the reader’s situation. For one, we don’t know 
if his partner would really follow through if anyone responded to his profile. He may just 
be manifesting his own denial and frustration about being less sexual by “running some-
thing up the flagpole” one more time to see what happens, just to reassure himself he’s still 
sexually viable, and have no intention of actually following through. Or, he may have just 
run the profiles to see if he got caught, and then see what his partner had to say about it all 
once he did discover it. Perhaps, too, he just wanted to get a rise out of his partner, to see if 
the partner still cared.

Whatever the case may be about what’s going on in the partner’s head, the reader has some 
things to figure out for himself. For instance, he needs to ask himself whether this incident 
has cut into his trust for his partner enough that he needs to change the nature of their 
relationship. Yes, they love each other and want to stay together he says. But if they’re no 
longer “lovers” and more like snuggly bed-mates, roommates and retired business part-
ners, perhaps they need to open up the relationship and give each other the permission to 
explore what little sexual energy might still arise.

The other alternative for him would be to see what does unfold if someone responds to his 
partner’s profiles. The “old cow” theory of human sexuality (which is based on legitimate 
animal husbandry principles, by the way), tells us that -- just as a bull who has lost interest 
in sex with his present herd of heifers will respond to a new heifer that is introduced into 
the herd -- many men who have lost interest in sex with a long-time partner, may find sex 
wildly interesting again with a new partner. The reader’s letter infers that they’ve never 
tried threesome (or more) sex with others, so I can’t help but wonder what would result 
if they did? However, the most important thing for them to consider here is this: What do 
their values and morals dictate for them in this area? If either one or both of them have any 
discomfort whatsoever with this idea then it’s a definite “no-go.” 

Other ideas? I think joint counselling ASAP is a must for these guys!

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW is a gay psychotherapist in the Kentuckiana region. Write him 
at FredSchloemer@aol.com 

There’s a new author making a stand for women. Tryna’ Squeeze Into My Shoes is a 
book of strength, will, hope, forgiveness, family and love. Kimberly Reed is a self-
published author who lets her inner most thoughts out in her poetry, short stories and 
quotes.

Reading the entries in this book is like breaking into your best friend’s diary. After the 
foreword, Reed has opened up who she is as a person and why she decided to share 
such personal information throughout the pages of this book.

Reed shows how a woman scorned can rise again and forgive the people who have 
tried to make her bitter toward life. She is able to show the love she has for her chil-
dren and describe with minimal words how she was able to overcome those who have 
tried to bring her down.

There are six themed parts to this work — each part with supporting poems, short 
stories and quotes. 

For instance, part one is entitled: Let Her Be. In this segment of the book self-discovery 
and acceptance fill the pages. The other parts are equally as personal and include en-
tries about growing up, abuse, love and familial ties.

In the poem titled Sista’ Write, Reed tells her readers: “Write on, my sista’, write on. 
Write through the pain, write through the happiness. It’s your write to peace. Remem-
ber you have a write to all your  feelings.” It’s a very dramatic and revealing work I 
recommend highly.

The book is available online at http://kimberlyreedwriter.com

— Lindsey Taylor
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Books
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Jill A. Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine Shoppe

Jill’s
Swill

Summer time. And what will make the living even more easy? A glass of rose wine, of 
course.   

The pale, shimmering soft ruby coloured liquid is truly a gem in the glass to the culi-
nary world any time of the year but especially when the temperatures soar. 

Rose style wines bring out the best in Mother Nature’s Summer garden harvest. And 
before you go and tell me that you don’t like sweet wines, I must take you back to a 
Jill’s Swill of the past for a reminder about the history of rose wines but first a remind-
er that this is a style and not a flavour of wine we’re talkin’ about. 

In the 1970’s the California wine industry was just beginning to grow as was a red 
grape called Zinfandel. Zinfandel thrived in the wine country’s soil and was made into 
a bold, dry red wine. However, the 70’s wine drinking public wanted white wines. So 
what could a California winemaker do with this fruity, spicy red grape to make it more 
palatable and profitable to the public?

The Gallo Brothers put it in a jug and renamed it “Hearty Burgundy” — then they 
made a fortune. 

But the thirst for white wine was yet to be quenched so at Sutter Home Winery Win-
emaker Bob Trinchero turned a mistake into a milestone. He had a barrel of Zinfandel 
that experienced stuck fermentation. This means the yeast died off before turning all 
of the sugar in the juice into alcohol, leaving Bob with a batch of pink, sweet wine. 

What could have been a brush with disaster became the blush of success. Pink was 
closer to white than red and America’s natural proclivity to all things sweet made this 
combination a winner which we all now know as White Zinfandel.

The French had been making rose style wines for years with great success. But the 
crafty Americans decided to call them blush, which to this day can still be a tip off. 
When the label on a bottle of pink wine says blush, more often than not it will lean to 
the sweeter style. Wine labeled rose usually means the pink wine inside is a bit more 
dry.

Afterall, it is a style of wine-making and most winemakers take one of two options 
when creating a barrel of pink wine: the rose/blush method (like Trinchero) or the 
French style of rose wine making called saignee (SAHN-yee).

Blush/Rose style means the winemaker puts the crushed red grapes with skins and 
juice in a barrel, adds yeast which eats away the sugar in the juice upping the alcohol 
and lowering the sweetness. The winemaker then decides how far to let that fermenta-
tion go and thus creates either a dry or sweet style of rose/blush wine.

The Saignee process has the winemaker putting full clusters of grapes into a barrel. 
No crushing. Just grapes. Yeast is added which starts the fermentation and the whole 
grapes naturally release juice. Sometimes this juice is also called “Free Run”. Win-
emakers consider this to be the best or freshest juice of the batch which, of course, 
makes it perfect for rose wine. The winemaker wants the colour and flavour of the red 
wine, but not the bitterness or astringency which comes from longer contact of juice/
grape skins.

You serve a rose wine chilled (see, perfect for these July sweltering days) but as it 
comes to room temp the delicious quality remains with the fruit and acid creating a 
perfect culinary partner. When the day is hot and heavy, but your appetite for wine 
is not, try a “rose” style of red wine. See? Just what I promised for Summer in the 
Midwest!

My Fab Five Roses of the moment:

—Crios Rose of Malbec from Argentina. With crisp notes of mulberry, white pepper, 
in a rather full bodied rose. Fire up the grill and bring on the beef!

—L’Argentier de Aramon from France. Soft and silky with notes of currant and 
bone dry finish.

—Rose des Karantes, also from France. Bright and crisp, aromas and flavours of 
plum, cherry and then a smooth, clean finish.

—Naire Tempranillo Rosado from Spain. This one’s fruity but dry and bursting with 
aromas and flavours of wild black cherry. 

—Mrs. Wiggly Grenache Rose from Australia. Another bold, full bodied pink wine. 

Notes of raspberry, ginger and smooth clean finish.

These five divine pink wines are affordable, available and oh so tempting to the taste 
buds this time of year or any time. What could be better?  

Oh, goodness — Wait! Stop the presses! I just remembered that I have a 6th rose on the 
way to The Wall of Wine! Alente Rose from Portugal with notes of blueberry, blackberry 
and mineral finish.  

See? Summer time is divine isn’t it? Happy July!
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
Look! There we are right on the corner in that photo below! We were in Jacksonville, 
Illinois recently and stopped on a corner so the Journal-Courier’s live webcam could 
see us. To prove we were indeed visible, we streamed the cam’s website (www.myjour-
nalcourier.com/sections/web_cam/) on our iPhones and took a screen shot!

Webcams. We have all seen a few of them, likely been on more of them than we know, 
and wondered about them haven’t we? If you have, then you know how fun and useful 

they can be. 

We got to see our sister wave from a 
cruise ship in the Caribbean, experienced 
the weather in Illinois before going to 
Jacksonville and got a chance to view the 
adoptable cats at an animal shelter in 
Iowa recently. 

The cams come in all sorts of colours and 
flavours and if you have a hot, humid day 
with little to do in July they can also pro-
vide some diversion for just the average 
surfer as well as serving useful purposes.

What purposes are webcams streaming 
to accomplish? The cat cam the humane 
society has in Davenport, Iowa, for exam-
ple, is there for folks to watch kittens and 
cats and hopefully see a ball of fur they 
so love that they will come in person to 
adopt him or her. The Jacksonville cam 
(and hundreds of other webcams) is there 
to show the town and let folks planning 
visits have a hint what the weather’s do-
ing before they get out of the car or off 

the plane. Most ship lines have webcams not only so family can wave at a set time (and 
you can see they didn’t miss the boat!) but to offer glimpses of the open ocean or ports 
of call hopefully to entice land-lovers to book their own crossing or cruise in the near 
future.

Cams also let a lot of us visit spots we never in our wildest imagination could afford or 
find time to go see in person. And for someone homesick for a certain spot, they offer a 
bit of cyber home without any travelling.

Cams are also used to monitor traffic (always good to see before you go how bad I-65 
and the Watterson are) and they come in handy, too, when you want to see for your-
self who might be at the local bar and more. One, which seems to have vanished, even 
showed folks getting their teeth cleaned and pulled at dentist’s office in New York City. 
A painful — but sometimes interesting — way to waste a half hour or so while pretend-
ing to work. By way of privacy, we should say the tooth cam came with an on-screen 
notice that if it was blank it had been switched off at the request of the patient in the 
chair! Ouch!

So how to find the cams and which ones do we like most?

Second answer first: we love streaming cams which are ones that show live movement, 
not just photos. Streaming cams do take more bandwidth so there are way fewer of 
them than still cams, but we like seeing folks actually move and clocks change time 
and all the rest in real time. The still cams are interesting, too, but check for time 
stamps. Those usually show in a corner somewhere and tell when the particular shot 
you are viewing was made. Some refresh automatically so you see the newest picture 
(often every 15 to 60 seconds) while others only refresh occasionally or during certain 
hours (such as when a business is open or an office operates) while others are 24/7. 
Not much use seeing a photo from six weeks ago is there? One in an Irish bar is 24/7 
though we never did understand what the fun was seeing stools turned up on the ta-
bles and no one moving when they were shut!

How to find cams involves a techie treasure hunt. There are directories, but we find 
all too often whoever is doing these (often a hobbiest) fails to update. Our attempts, 
for instance, to find the Old Faithful live cam a friend told us about resulted in several 
dead ends before we finally located www.nps.gov/features/yell/live/live4.htm and dis-
covered a wonderful live stream.

Two of the better (and most oft-updated) world-wide directories originate in Europe. 
A German one does a really good job dividing the cams they know of by area — there 
are both U.S. East and U.S. West sections for example — though at times the English 
translations are a bit shall-we-say broken. That aside, a visit to www.wildweb.de/cam-
eras/ is a good place to begin. Also http://worldcam.eu/ is decent and has some unusual 
cams. Just remember that not every directory has every cam and some are always 
coming and others going off line. This is a treasure hunt so be patient!

If you are a fan of Kentucky, visit www.kywebcams.com/ where there are some awe-
some cam shots of Lexington and Harrodsburg among others. Louisville has a real 
dearth of online cams and aside from traffic ones we have found few on offer.

Meanwhile every programme and device shows different views from different lists 
and providers. Click through to Indiana on the German site above and you won’t find 
much of Indianapolis, but on Weather Bug’s iPad and iPhone app there is a wonderful 
view from the stadium of the downtown skyline. Where is it hiding? Well it shows on a 
different (and coincidentally also German) cam directory at www.webcamgalore.com/
EN/ or it can be accessed directly in full screen size at http://wwc.instacam.com/insta-
camimg/INDLS/INDLS_l.jpg

You can also see a lot of skylines (and roads) if you check state and local governmental 
sites designed to help traffic and commuters keep moving. A good overall directory is 
http://trafficland.com/mapnav.jsp but Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio as well as Illinois all 
have decent department of transportation cam networks, too. Some of the Louisville 
area traffic cams even stream live so you can watch the cars moving — if they are. And 
there are real-time maps showing locations of cams in metro Louisville and in other 
cities, too.

Next we’d be remiss were we 
not to give an additional plug 
to cruise ship cams. While it’s 
fun to watch friends onboard, 
we much prefer seeing the same 
view they do from the bridge 
which several ship lines are kind 
enough to share with those of 
us on land. If you have never 
cruised or crossed (which is 
what Transatlantic or Transpa-
cific transit is called) then you 
won’t know that on one channel 
of most ships TV systems there’s 
a view from the bridge. This is 
the same one streamed back to 
shore — usually in every-five-
minute updates via satellite.

Cunard, owner of the Queen Mary 2 and other ships, put not only their cams, but the 
ship’s itinerary and a live map online so one can even spot where the cam is located 
and where it’s going next as above. Visit http://www.cunard.com/Ships/Queen-Mary-2/
Bridge-Web-Cam/ for a virtual crossing and click the other ships in their fleet, too, as 
they all are cam and map equipped as well.

Finally, we love watching folks work. Like French bread? There’s a live bakery from 
France online (below) at http://www.bonneau.fr/Boulangerie-Patisserie-BONNEAU/
Live.html and there’s a reception desk at a British insurance firm’s office at http://
videostream.mdh-insurance.co.uk:207/view/index.shtml Or you can watch the police 
directing traffic in Anchorage, Alaska live at http://camera.touchngo.com/

As we said, webcams serve 
practical purposes, fun 
purposes and more but 
above all they can be very 
addictive and very much 
time-wasting if you get 
hooked. 

Go have a look when you 
have time or when the 
boss isn’t watching. Just 
remember though, he 
might have his own cam 
directed at your desk and 
if he doesn’t like what he 
sees, you might find your 
next cam shot being on 
the sidewalk out of work!
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FESTIVAL Sp
en

ce
r 

FREE TO BE 

JUNE 2 
Owen County Courthouse 

10 AM to 5 PM 

ALL-DAY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
FOOD FESTIVAL MARKETPLACE  

FREE ADMISSION 

RAFFLES & GAMES 
FAMILY-FRIENDLY 

www.SPENCERPRIDE.org 

Word Photos By Living Under The Rainbow & Jonathan Balash

Indy Pride

Word Photos By Rick Sutton, Ted Fleischaker & Downtown Olly’s
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Event  

Organized By 

MAY 19, 2012  NOON— 9 p.m. 
Downtown Springfield  Capitol between 4th & 6th 

F R E E 
Food & Beverages Vendors & Exhibitors  Kids Area  

 

ENTERTAINMENT By: SUZANNE WESTENHOEFER 
Hurricane Ruth  Summer Osborne  Ben Bedford  Carla Sloan  

 Josie Lowder Band  Brett Basil  AntiGravity  

 Capital City Men’s Chorus 

 

DRAG PERFORMANCES By: Deanna Knight, Ms Stacy Ames, Jericha Knight, Veer Pratrap 
Singh, Latonya Manroe Michaels Larough, Sara Belle Knight 

 

Suzanne  Westenhoefer 

May 18 @ 8pm 

The Legacy Theatre 

Show & VIP Meet & Greet $50 

General Admision $25  

AND  

On the PrideFest Stage 

 at 6pm 

 

Major  

Sponsors 

springfieldpride.org 

Word Photos By Ivan Howard & Ted Fleischaker
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May 28 - Annual Picnic, Noon to 4pm 
        Taylorsville Reserve, Vandalia

May 31  -  Bar Crawl - 10pm
       Begins at Right Corner

June 1st - Annual Pride Dinner, 5:30pm 
       Featuring Leon Bey, keynote speaker
       Vincent Holiday, Local Gay Comedian
       Rocky Horror Picture Show
      80”s Theme so don your best ‘80’s outfit
      Tickets still available at: 
      www.daytonLGBTcenter.org

June 2    Annual Pride Parade
     Start the Day with Breakfast @MJ’s  9am
      Parade Line - Up  11am, Cooper Park
      Parade Step-off, Noon
      Grand Marshall: Sue Spiegel 
                     Pride Festival 1 - 5:30pm
      Gay Men’s Chorus Concert at Victoria Theater
      8:00pm ExtrABBAganza

June 28 Pride Nite at The Neon
       HBO Documentry - “Vito”  7:30pm 
                A documentary about the life of gay rights activ  
                        ist Vito Russo. Every revolution needs a voice and       
              Vito Russo stood up, spoke out and co-founded
                       Act-Out. Make sure you see this documentary of:                             
             “VITO”
      

Miami Valley LGBT Pride is brought to you by 
these wonderful Sponsors...

The Living Beatitudes Community

Ann Roberts & John Smith
Many Anonymous Friends of

The MV Pride Partnership

Additional Sponsors:
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist & Sports Fan

Play 
Ball!

Greetings sports fans. There is too much going on in Indy in the Summer, so I have 
tried to highlight three teams this month and also added other (non-sports) events to 
the calendar.

Circle City Softball has started their Sunday games at 2 p.m. at the Chuck Klein 
Softball Field on Rockville Road on the west side. Come watch the nine teams play or 
join a team. Sponsors include Metro, English Ivys, Gregs, Tini, 45, Mass Avenue Pub, 
and others. After the game, the teams pick a bar of the week where they meet starting 
around 4.30 p.m. Visit their website, ccpsoftball.net or e-mail  them at ccpsoftball@
gmail.com for more info.

For those who prefer volleyball (They are both on Sunday, so choose you must.), Rick 
hosts Indy’s No Attitude Volleyball Sundays “after 2 p.m.” at 61st and Broadway Park 
in Broad Ripple. Now in their 25th year, everyone is welcome. Bring flippers because 
they play on sand which can get hot! The park is in Broad Ripple west of College 
Avenue. Give them a shout at indyvolleyball@hotmail.com  There is also a national vol-
leyball tournament coming to town 20th and 21st October. Visit circlecityfest.com for 
more information.

In other sports news:

—The inaugural Pride Run and Walk in June had over 300 runners and walkers. Sev-
eral Frontrunners placed first in their age group. The event raised money for charities 
witin the community and was a huge success.

—It’s tennis season and Indy Tennis is sending several players to the Louisville Tourna-
ment the 4th of July. Also, the Detroit  tennis team will have a tournament in August 
and Montreal and Atlanta both have tournaments over Labour Day Weekend. The fol-
lowing week Indy Tennis hosts its annual tournament, the Circle City Classic. E-mail 
indy.tennis@yahoo.com for more information. The group meets at Riverside Park at 10 
a.m. on Saturdays and they have over 40 people in ladder play this year. In addition, 
13th July they will host a fundraiser at Greg’s from 10 p.m. until 2 a.m.

—Finally, Naptown Rollergirls is having try outs this month for interested women. 
They practice at a warehouse in Irvington and this is their 7th season. They will be 
going to events in Olympia , Washington later this Summer and are part of a national 
group (wtda.org). While no meets are scheduled for the summer, their season will 
resume in October. Visit naptownrollergirls.com for more information.

Want me to include your team or sporting event? Not only in Indiana but anywhere in 
the Midwest The Word covers, please send your schedules and details to BillMalcolm@
gmail.com Photos are also welcome. Speaking of which this month’s (below) is from 
the Circle City Pride Softball game in June.
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We do a lot of things to make Farmers® agents feel like 
they belong. But limiting your freedom to set your own 
targets and run your own business isn’t one of them.
 As a Farmers agent, you get an incredible support 
network with the training, knowledge and resources of 
one of the largest group of insurance companies in the 
U.S. And you get our continual investment in one of the 
best-known brands in the country.
 But there’s no set limit to your earning potential, 
no up-front commitment to lock you in and no initial 
financial requirement.
 To find out more about what it means to belong to the 
Farmers family of agents – or to apply – call me. 

We like our agents to feel 
like part of the family.

Cincinnati Area District Office
513-275-1968
http://www.farmersagent.com/

9050 CENTRE POINTE DR 

WEST CHESTER, OH 45069-
License #               ,
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Sheila's 
Column

By Sheila Kennedy
You’d think that with the real problems facing America these days, and with the unde-
niable improvements in public opinion we’ve seen over the past decade or two, most of 
the culture warriors would have put a lid on it and moved on.

Instead it’s like fighting zombies. They just won’t die.

Here in Indiana culture warrior extraordinaire Mike Pence is running for governor, 
and thanks to his corporate and Christianist sponsors, he has piles of money to spend.

Republican supporters of Pence’s gubernatorial campaign pooh-pooh the notion that 
their candidate is an extremist. Pence himself is frantically trying to re-introduce and 
re-invent himself with huge ad buys that avoid any reference to his (exceedingly lack-
luster) congressional performance or to the policies he supports. In the process we’ve 
been treated to interminable 30-second spots filled with saccharine drivel intended to 
repackage and replace the real article. 

Did you know he took his wife ice-skating on their first date? Or that his grandfather 
was a bus driver? 

The underfunded and outgunned Democrats have raised the ire of Pence support-
ers by focusing their response on a booklet published by the Indiana Policy Review 
when Pence was president of that organisation, called Indiana Mandate: an Agenda 
for the 1990s. Ordinarily, a manifesto issued by a fringe organisation nearly 25 years 
ago wouldn’t be relevant today; however Pence has never disavowed the positions it 
espoused. To the contrary, he has consistently voted for the measures that booklet sup-
ported and against those it opposed.

He voted against the Lilly Ledbetter Act — an act to enforce equal pay for women.

He has worked tirelessly to completely de-fund Planned Parenthood.

He has opposed the Americans with Disabilities Act, minimum wage laws and the 
Family Leave Act.

And on issues that matter to the gay, lesbian, bi and trans community, he’s been a 
complete disaster. He supports DOMA, state and national constitutional amendments 
barring same-sex marriage, re-institution of “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” and a host of other 
anti-gay measures which he characterises as “family-friendly” policies.

In fact, Pence’s voting record in Congress has been entirely consistent with the posi-
tions set out in that long-ago Policy Review document.  

In one sense, that’s admirable — here’s a candidate who has very strong beliefs and 
who has stuck to them through thick and thin. The whole idea of elections is that we 
voters get to compare candidates’ positions and beliefs and choose between them — 
and that requires that we know where the candidates really stand. You have to give 
credit to Rick Santorum whose ideology was very similar to Pence’s. He never wavered. 
Voters may not have liked his positions, but we were under no illusions about what 
they were.

Unlike Santorum, when most candidates realise that their actual beliefs are unlikely to 
be embraced by the average voter they do what Pence is doing: they re-invent them-
selves. (Zombie? Who, me? I’m just an average Hoosier who sometimes eats brains…)

Mike Pence has never shown the slightest interest in economic development, transpor-
tation policy, public administration or the myriad other issues that occupy a governor. 
His sole passion has been the social issues that divide Americans — and even in the 
Hoosier heartland most people do not agree with him on those issues. So — voila! — a 
“softer, gentler” Mike Pence.

Zombies don’t die. They hire campaign consultants.

The Word Is Now Available in Davenport, 
Decatur, Springfield & Peoria. Grab A 
Copy Today Or Download It All At 

www.thegayword.com
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ “Miss” Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in 
Dayton. Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is 
hot):

1 - Jennifer Lopez featuring Pitbull - Dance Again (Album Version)

2 - Carly Rae Jepsen - Call Me Maybe (Almighty Club Mix)

3 - Kelly Clarkson - What Doesn’t Kill You (Stronger)

4 - Rihanna - Where Have You Been

5 - Beyonce - Love On Top (John Rizzo Club Mix)

6 - David Guetta ft. Nicki Minaj - Turn Me On (Extended Mix)

7 - Neon Hitch - Fuck U Betta (Dave Aude Mix)

8 - LMFAO - Rock Party Anthem

9 - Jennifer Lopez - On The Floor (Cajjmere_Wray_Club_Mix)

10 - Madonna - Girls Gone Wild (Dave Aude Mix)

Hey there!!! DJ “Miss” Hill here. I’m sayin’ the “YAAAAAY!” Hope you survived pride month 
(unless it’s not yet happened where you are, of course). Now it’s time to celebrate our inde-
pendence with some explosive mixes. Just a reminder: I’m not here to tell you what’s new 
but to let you know what remixes are out there whether through my record/video pool or 
from word of mouth.

Scissor Sisters - Only The Horses: Let’s get to the gay stuff first. I love me some Scissy Sis. 
This one is kind of tame compared to their older stuff. And the Calvin Harris Mix keeps it 
that way. Not pumping up the energy for the dance floor the way a club mix is supposed 
to do. I’m pushing the Max Sanna & Steve Pitron Club Mix with their anthem feel. And for 
those that like the straight music you get the Peter Rauhofer Big Room Anthem Mix. It’s 
hardly “big room” and it is not an “anthem” by any means. And I say straight because it’s 
mostly instrumental.

Ralphi Rosario Ft. Shawn Christopher - Menergy: This one will take some of you back 
to the old days. Ralphi just keeps me going. And you might remember Shawn Christopher’s 
Another Sleepless Night and other earlier hits. The Ralphi’s Space Disco Club Mix takes 
me back to the 70’s. This is when clubbing was fun. No weird electronic crap killing the 
song or today’s crowd with their short attention span who get bored after three minutes. 
But on a more modern note we have the Ralphi’s Big Room Club Mix. Now this is someone 
who knows the definition of “big room”. I was shocked to see a Barry Haris (half of the 
defunked Thunderpuss...miss these guys!) Club Mix. It sounds like a bootleg to me. With 
Donna Summers I Feel Love in the background. That was disappointing. Even Mark Picchi-
otti got in on it with the Mark Picchiotti Vocal Mix but I don’t feel it works with the vocals. 
I’ll stick with the Ralphi mixes...as usual.

Gotye feat. Kimbra - Somebody That I Used To Know: When I first saw the video I 
thought it was visually interesting. It seems he like he likes to be naked in his videos. But I 
wasn’t sure about the song itself. Weird. And seeing him live on David Letterman confirmed 
it. But it kind of grows on you. Several different types of mixes to choose from. The Mynd-
set Mix sounds more like the original but with a bass line and energy. You’ve heard me 
referring to “farting robots”. Well here it is again with the DJ Kue Club Mix. It’s not exactly 
Dub Step but equally annoying. And again something “straight” with the mostly instrumen-
tal Tiesto Mix. Something for everyone.

Karmin - Brokenhearted: If you’re a regular reader then you know I just love bubblegum 
[read as sarcasm]. But when you throw in Razor N Guido you got a club mix. I instantly 
fell in love with this mix. It makes a sad song happy. How do they do that? They even 
throw in a few waw-waw-waw’s here and there to excite the Dub Steppers. Speaking of Dub 
Step...The God awful Mixin’ Marc & Tony Svejda Club Mix is total crap. How can you put 
bubblegum over a Dub Step soundtrack? Ick!

And just a final note. What is it about tabloid...I mean entertainment shows that harp all 
over the crazy entertainers who die. One of the greatest Divas ever passes and maybe a 15 
second mention. And I’m referring to the great Donna Summer. I didn’t even get a re-
quest until a few days later. And several regulars told me that they had just found out. 
I can play the Whitney Houston Jody Den Broder Megamix and pack the floor. Play 
Donna Summer and they look at me like I’m stupid. And I guess I can’t really blame 
the shows. They know what the audience wants. ‘Cause people like their “Crazies”. 
Such a shame. Feel free to e-mail me at hill@misshilldj.com or message me on face-
book at DJ-Douglas Hill.  



Page 60       The Word   July 2012   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

Out!Trip
Damron LGBT Travel Guides
with the 2012

LGBT resorts, bars, cafes,
 nightclubs, restaurants & more,

across the US, Canada,
 Europe & beyond.

Plus cruises & tours, circuit
 parties, leather events,

 pride celebrations, LGB pride celebrations, LGBT film
 fests, eco-adventures & more!

call for a free catalog

or visit us online
800/462-6654

damron.com
download Gay Scout and Gurl Scout

free at iTunes!
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MetLife Auto & Home® understands the needs of couples, including LGBT couples, 
and we can offer solutions to meet them. We can provide you with the appropriate 
recommendations, as well as products and services, to help you create a financial 
strategy that addresses what’s important to both of you today and in the years to 
come. Contact us today:

 

Are you working with an insurance professional 
who understands your needs?

Guarantees are subject to product terms, exclusions, limitations, and the insurer’s claim-paying ability and financial strength. MetLife Auto & Home is a brand of Metropolitan Property and 
Casualty Insurance Company and its affiliates:  Metropolitan Casualty Insurance Company, Metropolitan Direct Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Metropolitan General Insurance 

Company, Metropolitan Group Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and Metropolitan Lloyds Insurance Company of Texas, all with administrative home offices in Warwick, RI.   
Coverage, rates, and discounts are available in most states to those who qualify. 

L0710120382(exp0613)(All States)   ©2010 MetLife Auto & Home  ©2010 Peanuts  1007-2355

Chad McCoy
Insurance for your Auto, Home, Boat & Life*
1250 W Dorothy Lane Ste 301
Kettering, OH 45409
937-938-8936
cmccoy1@metlife.com
Licensed in OH-IN-KY

Louisville Struts Its Pride @ Parade
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
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SPRINGFIELD, Illinois—Whodda thought it, but this city on the prairies of Central 
Illinois has some really good places to eat as we discovered during our recent visit for 
Springfield Pride. And there are at least a couple which we’d come back just to experi-
ence again. That is, after we mention that the State House Inn — where we stayed — is 
gay owned and managed and was a pride sponsor as was The Word. The hotel (only a 
few words on that as this IS a restaurant column, afterall) is unique. It was built in the 
60s and purposely remains happily ensconced in that era — from the Danish modern 
bed frames and tube TV sets to the lobby which is a perfectly preserved piece of that 
generation on the historical register to boot. But back to food... and we’d recommend a 
visit to eat at downtown’s Maldaner’s or the east side’s Chesapeake Seafood House. Both 
were totally enjoyable and both fairly priced for what is gourmet food.

Maldaner’s first...and they have been here since 1884. The decor is a blend of that era 
together with a few modern-day (and we feel out of place) whimsies — like pink flamin-
gos which were in a planter overlooking our table of five. Go figure.

The upside is what was on the plates once we were seated was delicious. Huge hunks of 
butter-knife tender prime rib served as rare as I like it, Halibut, salmon and wonderful 
bread, though we do wish the harried waitress had taken 30 seconds to inform upfront 
that there was no butter on the table as fresh parmesan cheese and olive oil for dipping 
were instead present and, once found, way better than any butter. Service, despite the 
restaurant filling fast on a Friday evening about 7, was very good and almost too fast, 
but they had a waiting line and we were fortunate to get in five with no reservation.

The restaurant itself sits in an area similar to Louisville’s Bardstown Road, Cincinnati’s 
Hyde Park or Indy’s Broad Ripple but it’s in the centre of downtown. There are nice 
shops on all sides, lots of passing folks to people-watch and all of the Lincoln sites are 
within a block or two, so there’s plenty happening.

The restaurant itself has ample indoor and sidewalk seating, though on our visit the 
highs near 90 meant we told the maitre’d we wanted inside. A word about him — and 
that word would be pompous. Overly so to be honest as he flitted back and forth 
between his reservations book and the dining room to an almost laughable degree. To 
his credit, we did get seated and we did love what came out on the plates. But it was 
still quite the “show.” Also quite fair was the bill which for five, including a couple 
beers, soft drinks and huge portions, came out to about $175 with tip. We felt the $35 
per person well worth the price and would recommend a visit to Maldaner’s, though 
if you don’t want the maitre’d show, we’d recommend a call (217/522.4313) to reserve. 
They are open for lunch weekdays and dinners Tuesdays thru Saturdays, but closed on 
Sundays.

A place which does do seven days (and we heard a wonderful buffet weekdays at lunch 
though we didn’t get a chance to try that) is Chesapeake Seafood House. The place has 
been a restaurant since 1983, but the original house — which comprises portions of the 
vast dining area — dates from the 1850s, making the building older than Maldaner’s. 
The prices are about 30% less as well, so if you want great food at a decent deal you will 
need to drive from downtown to 3045 Clear Lake Avenue. It’s all of 10 minutes if you 
can sort out Springfield’s one way streets which is not really that difficult, especially 
when you know a whole huge meal awaits for a very fair price once you arrive. Oh, and 
they have a large free parking lot.

As was the case at Maldaner’s, you should reserve which saved us on a busy Saturday 
night after a long day at Springfield Pride. They literally were lined up out the door, 
so we were glad we’d called (217/522.5220). While the menu here is wide and varied 
— and the special the night we went was prime rib — we stuck with the tried and true 
here which is seafood. Dad always said go for the restaurant’s specialty and despite the 
kitchen dragging a bit with handing it over, what came out was delicious.

Anthony and I did Captain’s Platters which at $21.99 each were a steal. They each 
included a fish fillet, stuffed shrimp monterey, fried shrimp, clams and each was topped 
with a five-ounce lobster tail. Add in the onion rings, potato and a huge tossed salad 
and that $21.99 becomes a deal. Ivan, meanwhile was very pleased with his whole 
catfish. Arriving headless (I never like my food to watch me eat it so that’s good!) he 
declared it one of the best meals he’d had in ages. It, too, came with potato, huge salad 
and all for $11.99. Though he declined he could have added a 2nd fish for just $5 more.

We’d recommend Chesapeake totally — not only for friendly staff and great prices, 
but for seafood we found better than either Oceanaire or McCormick & Schmick’s. 
Of course we were pretty hungry after a day at pride and more, but we still know and 
enjoy good food. And so apparently does Springfield.

Ah July! The month of fireworks, Summer’s heat, Fort Wayne Pride (usually accom-
planied by plenty of that heat, too!) and a lot of time to kick back and relex, even for 
we pussies. So what’s been hitting our mailbox and phone? Well, first off some of it 
has been as hot as, well, firecrackers and we will get to it after we explain the photo 
here taken by Ted in Davenport, Iowa at Pride. The sculpture is called “The Gossips” 
and is by Tom Lytle/Studio 214 and is part of the Downtown Davenport on Second 
programme. Let’s just say it looks like it was dedicated to some of our contributors! 
... OK, so let’s start the real dish with some thanks and speaking of thanks, we 
doubt there will be any from hot Quad Cities’ boy Patrick who was at QC Pride 

(just a few blocks from this statue) 
promoting cars and Jeeps for his 
employer. Sadly (for him)  he brought 
along a pal to help out, but the pal got 
a bit (a lot) wasted and ran around 
having way too much fun. In one of 
his stops at The Word booth we hear 
tell he picked up our owner Ivan and 
threatened to keep him (Photo on Page 
47). Ted and Anthony voted that down, 
and later Patrick rolled his eyes when 
informed his pal said they were not just 
friends but ex’s. “I don’t call going on 
three dates with someone and nothing 
more an ex, but maybe he has a differ-
ent definition of it!” was the way we 
hear Patrick told it. In any case both of 
them are cuties and if you need a car 
or Jeep we know someone who’d love 
to sell ya one! ... Speaking of sales, 
there are a few less folks doing them 
in the bar and dining room over at 
Downtown Olly’s in Indy as we hear 
tell the firings came in twos pride 
weekend and both were for over-con-
sumption of items some folks drink, 
smoke and pop. In fact, according to 
co-owner Dean it was so bad that he 
posted an ad on Craigslist looking for 
replacements which we cats looked up 
and read in part, “The money is great 

and the atmosphere is a lot of fun. At this time, we are not entertaining applicants with 
severe alcohol or drug issues. Other than that, it’s pretty much all good!!!...” What else 
can we say but wait, there IS something. We now hear one of the dismissed individu-
als was not content with the news they were let go so showed up at Olly’s the Sunday 
after pride and made what Dean described as “a scene”. We cats hear now the person’s 
not only been taken off the time clock list, but been barred from the door. Gurl (and 
you know who you are) when you screw up, you really screw up, don’t you?  Mean-
while, we hear as of presstime Olly’s has hired four new sober staffers. Drop by and 
meet them. Ted says he hopes they have fewer tattoos as well as fewer drinks before 
work... Speaking of sober, several of this column’s Facebook friends commented 
that they were amazed folks couldn’t show their pride sober and in clothing. One 
friend — who is 24 by the way, not 62, so no old man like Ted — and lives out in LA 
said it best when he posted this after LA Pride, “I would enjoy this ‘pride’ crap more if 
it wasn’t just one huge excuse to get drunk in the middle of the day, wear slutty clothes 
and have random sex in the alley. I fully support what pride stands for, but what the 
current community turns it into is just sad. While I hope you all have fun regardless, 
I urge you to actually take a moment and remember why this even exists...” and later 
this, “ROFL. Scrolling through my news feed and seeing all these pride pictures is 
cracking me up. You guys know you can be proud with your shirts ON, right?” All we 
cats can say is we agree, especially since regardless of the weather we can’t take OUR 
shirts off! ... Speaking of taking off it’s still not take-off day for Metro as owner 
Jim tells us his move “is on suspended animation” as he and the owner of the 
new location thought they had an agreement but she’s apparently had some sec-
ond thoughts. There’s way more to it than that, but for now he tells these pussies “re-
port that we are staying put, but I’ll have more to say about it soon!” Knowing Jim as 
we do we can only be sure that’s gonna be the case. As they say in the biz, stay tuned...
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