
      The Word  June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 1 

Now Serving
Indiana
Ohio
Kentucky
Illinois
Michigan
Iowa
& Tennessee

June / Pride  2013 Edition

Please Continune On Page Three

It’s Not Just A Booty Call; 
It’s Called ‘Research’ Now!
BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—You and your trick might think of it as a “booty call” but 
with privacy concerns addressed, Indiana University has re-released the free Kinsey 
Reporter app, a global mobile survey platform for collecting and reporting anonymous 
data about sexual and other intimate behaviours.     

The Kinsey Reporter app is available for 
free from both the Apple iOS and Google 
Play (for Android) stores, so now you can 
tell that trick that it’s all “for research” 
just so long as you report after you give 
him breakfast and send him on his way.  

The initial pilot project for this app was 
announced in the Fall. But researchers 
from IU’s School of Informatics and Com-
puting and project partner The Kinsey 
Institute delayed public release until the 
university could fully review the project 
for any potential privacy-related legal is-
sues. The reporting app had already been 
reviewed and approved by the university’s 
information technology division and 
IU’s Institutional Review Board, which 
reviews all research involving humans — 
and that includes you and whomever you 
might meet at the club or online. 

So what does the app do and where does 
it get sent?

Kinsey Reporter allows citizen observers 
around the world to use free applications 

Spring(Field)ing In To Pride!
SPRINGFIELD, Ill.—A day with a high of 81, wall-to-wall sunshine and 
a record number of booths brought out a wall-to-wall crowd of folks to 
enjoy the shopping, boy & girl watching and music at Springfield Pride 
Saturday 18th May. Above, members of the committee used the town’s 
largest scissors to cut the opening ribbon before the show started. See 
Pages 49, 50 & 51 for more of The Word crew’s photos from this season’s 
first pride!
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now available for Apple and Android mo-
bile platforms to not only report on sexu-
al behaviour and experiences but to share, 
explore and visualise the accumulated 
data. The app is free from Apple iOS and 
Google Play (for Android) online stores, 
and reports made by anonymous citizen 
scientists (that’s you and your tricks) will 
be used for research and shared with the 
public at the Kinsey Reporter website. 

Filippo Menczer, director of IU’s Centre for 
Complex Networks and Systems Research, 
or CNetS, and a School of Informatics and 
Computing professor, said the designers 
did make one change to how information 
is reported: Reports will wait in a geo-
graphically defined queue until a quantity 
threshold is met in order to remove any 
fears that reports from low-population 
areas might be recognisable. 

“In the past version we had intended on 
using a pre-determined time delay on 
reporting from low-population areas, but 
now it is a quantity delay,” he said. “Delays 
will be longer from low-population areas, 
but users may select a lower geographical 
resolution to decrease the delay.” 

Users have the option of selecting their 
own geographic preference for the report 
by choosing city/town, state/region or 
country. 

CNetS, which is part of the IU School of 
Informatics and Computing and the Perva-
sive Technology Institute, and The Kinsey 
Institute developed the reporting app to 
collect anonymous data and then aggre-
gate and share it openly. 

After downloading the app, users can 
contribute observed information on topics 
such as sexual activity, public displays of 
affection, flirting, unwanted experiences 
and birth control use. Survey types change 
over time, and users are able to view ag-
gregated reports by geographic region via 
interactive maps, timelines or charts. All of 
these reporting venues can be manipulated 
with filters that remove or add data based 
on specific survey topics and questions 
selected by the user. 

Julia Heiman, director of The Kinsey 
Institute said the hope is that users will 
become citizen scientists, contributing as 
natural observers in society by using the 
mobile app to provide new insights for 
researchers into sexuality and relation-
ships today. 

“What do people notice, what are they 
involved in, and what can they relate to us 
about their lives and their communities?” 
are questions of interest, she said. 

Menczer added that the new platform 
may allow scientists to explore issues that 
have been challenging to study, such as the 
prevalence of unreported sexual violence 
in different parts of the world, or the cor-

Booty Call...From Page One

relation between various sexual practices 
like condom use, and the cultural, politi-
cal, religious or health contexts in particu-
lar geographical areas. 

Reports are transmitted to Kinsey Report-
er using a secure, encrypted protocol, and 
the only data collected are approximate 
timestamp and geo-location selected by 
the user, and the tags the user chooses in 
response to various survey questions. No 
information identifying users submitting 
the reports is collected or stored. Accom-

panying the app are a Kinsey Reporter 
website <http://kinseyreporter.org/> , a 
Twitter feed <https://twitter.com/KinseyRe-
porter>  and a Facebook page <https://
www.facebook.com/KinseyReporter> . The 
resources also provide links to information 
about sexuality, such as blogs and podcasts 
from the Kinsey Confidential website. 
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist Please Continue On Page 23

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2013 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  
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YOUR VOTE COUNTS….SLOWER

Of Benghazi and Baubles, Cabbages and Kings: Little-noticed in the God-awful Senate 
Bill 621 (which yanked Indy’s four at-large city council members): central absentee 
vote count.

This disaster of a bill found its way through both houses of the Republican super-
majority which adjourned in late April. Its stated purpose was UniGov efficiency. And 
more power for the Mayor of Indianapolis. 

Side effects: the jettisoned four council members and complete mayoral control of the 
zoning process. Also mayoral budgetary oversight for other constitutionally-designat-
ed county officials.  

All garbage. But tucked away in the creases and folds of this nonsense was a provision 
that warms the cockles of hard-right goofiness.  

“Voter Fraud!” The battle cry of certain wing-nuts since at least the mid-70s. Since 
then, every single move to open up the voting process has been staunchly rebuffed 
by a mindset that exists on the far right — that thousands of voters cast their votes 
illegally, amidst rampant fraud.

SB 621 now mandates that all absentee ballots in Marion County — yes just Marion 
County — are to be counted in one central place. Starting with the next election in 
May 2014. Although it sounds simple, it’s not. It will add cost and hours to the process 
and it does nothing to better ensure ballot integrity.

Anyone who’s worked at a precinct polling site knows that absentee ballots are sent to 
the voter’s specific precinct for a signature cross-check. It’s done that way because IF 
there were attempts to defraud the process, it’s more likely that it would be caught in 
the voter’s home precinct. That concept has remained afloat for a century. Or more.  
Not any more. Nope.

Never mind that former Secretary of State Todd Rokita pushed Voter ID because of 
massive fraud — and his eight years in office as the state’s chief elections official found 
exactly **zero** cases of unprosecuted voter fraud and only a handful of actual cases 
that saw prosecution.

Never mind that registering to vote is now easier than ever, no thanks to the right-
wing cabal. They fought registration changes until the federal Motor Voter Act man-
dated a more open process. Are you aware that prior to Motor Voter, if a group wanted 
to register voters at a church social or any large event, multiple “deputy registrars” 
had to pool their specifically-assigned registration blanks? The county clerks handed 
out those blank registration forms in sequentially-numbered groups of ten or so. The 
result was a much more-difficult process for voter registration drives.

We all know the reason. Surely, they figured, if too many people registered and voted, 
it wouldn’t be for the far-right’s candidates so instead of fixing whatever perceived 
problem existed, we again allow government to go squirrel hunting with a cannon. 
You don’t have to wait to see the political and practical effect of SB 621. It does multi-
ple things.  

—It shifts complete control of the Metropolitan Development Commission to may-
oral appointees. Five of nine commissioners will now owe their status to the mayor, 
instead of spreading it around among county officials and the city-county council.  
Our zoning process is already completely broken. This will only make it worse. Good 
mayors should want to run the other way from zoning controversies. They split neigh-
bourhoods and constituencies without regard to political label.

—It also allows the city comptroller to have quarterly review (and maybe veto power?) 
over the budgets of elected county officials: sheriff, clerk, treasurer, auditor, coroner 
and surveyor.  

—And the exiting four at-large council persons. No other mayor in Indiana has those 
powers. All other cities in Indiana have at-large council persons. And never before has 
a blatantly political provision like absentee ballots been inserted into legislation which 
dealt with other power-grabs.

This is not about government efficiency. It never was. They’re doing it because they 
can. I respect political power. It demonstrates that elections have consequences. And 
the masterminds behind this legislation had better reap their rewards while they can.  

MAYORAL SPECULATION

The 2015 Indianapolis mayoral race is gaining added attention, in part due to the 
sweeping power the office will now enjoy via SB 621. For the gay and lesbian com-
munity it’s complicated. Republican Mayor Greg Ballard has not yet indicated for-
mally that he’ll seek a third term. He’s no longer an “accidental mayor” and he’s been 



      The Word  June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 5 



Page 6       The Word   June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 7 



Page 8       The Word   June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 9 



Page 10       The Word   June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

When It Comes To 
Downtown Living 

We Got All The Bases 
Covered!

*Hardwood floors,
*16ft. ceilings
*2 Blocks To Circle Centre
*1 Block To Lilly
*Supermarket Within 1 Mile
*Easy Interstate Access
*Free Indoor Parking Included

Rents From Just 
$775-$1800 Monthly

Immediate Occupancy!

A Taste Of Manhattan In 
Downtown Indianapolis!

Call 
800.849.4853

Buckeye 
Briefs

LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS (LULAC) ENDORSES    
FREEDOM TO MARRY & RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

CINCINNATI – The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) has endorsed 
the Freedom to Marry and Religious Freedom amendment at its Ohio state convention 
in Cincinnati.

“We believe that marriage discrimination should not be tolerated. Since our organisa-
tion began, we have fought for the equality of all minorities,” said Lourdes Ribera, 
State Director, LULAC Ohio. “Everyone should be free to marry the person they love 
and be treated equally in the eyes of the law. We also support the idea that religious in-
stitutions are free to recognise or not recognise, perform or not perform, same-gender 
marriages.”

LULAC was formed to advance the economic condition, educational attainment, 
political influence, housing, health and civil rights of the Hispanic population in the 
United States. LULAC believes that everyone should be able to walk the pathway to 
citizenship equally so that families can stay united.

Ian James, FreedomOhio co-founder, welcomed the endorsement from LULAC. “We 
want to thank our brothers and sisters in the Latino community for supporting our 
efforts to bring marriage equality to Ohio. LULAC’s leaders understand this is a civil 
rights issue and that we must stand together to ensure everyone is treated equitably,” 
James said.

“Support for our amendment continues to grow. Each day, we see more and more 
people coming to our website – www.freedomohio.com for more information. A recent 
Saperstein poll shows that 54% of Ohioans support the Freedom to Marry and Reli-
gious Freedom ballot issue,” James noted.

INTEGRITY MEETING A SUCCESS; MORE PLANNED

CINCINNATI—What do you get when you combine a country music band that has an 
R&B flair, a music presentation by Debi McDermott, a Johnny Cash impersonator, a 
great meal with delicious food, and a religious service? You get the initial meeting of 
Integrity Cincinnati. Hosted by Grace Episcopal Church, Integrity Cincinnati began as 
a new ministry, addressing the needs of the gay, lesbian, bi & trans community in the 
Queen City area.

Starting off the evening with a religious service led by Fr. Tom Fehr, recognition 
was given to the large number of churches from various denominations which were 
represented. Music was provided by Bill Jenne, church organist of Grace Church, and 
the service concluded with a spirited number by the band and singers from Truth and 
Destiny UCC Church. 

Following the service there was a get-together in the Great Hall of the church, where 
an abundance of food and refreshments awaited the guests. Debi McDermott led off 
the evening entertainment with several numbers. Along with Debi, Dick Bucholz and 
the Roadmasters provided music ranging from country to R&B. Capping off the show 
was a Johnny Cash impersonator, Jimmy Cash, who performed several numbers in 
tribute to the late country legend.

Integrity Cincinnati is affiliated with IntegrityUSA, the leading public voice for full 
inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in the Episcopal Church. 
Integrity fulfills a key uniting role, seeking to bring together individuals and congrega-
tions who share a vision of a community in which all people, regardless of religious 
affiliation, are included.

From its founding in 1974 by Dr. Louie Crew, IntegrityUSA has grown to become an 
organisation with members across the country – gay and straight, rural and urban, in 
congregations large and small. 

Currently IntegrityUSA has 60 chapters with over 2000 members. As part of the na-
tional organisation, Integrity Cincinnati envisions its mission as reinforcing dignity, 
rewarding diversity and reaffirming equality. 

Other meetings and events are being planned, including participation in Cincinnati’s 
Pride Parade in June, a cook-out in August and a social justice project in October. 
More information can be found at http://www.integritygc.jimdo.com or “like” the 
chapter on facebook at http://facebook.com/integritycincinnati or follow the chapter 
on twitter @integritycincy.
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre

Damron
LGBT Travel Guides

with the 2013

For nearly 50 years, Damron has listed LGBT resorts, B&Bs, nightclubs, 
restaurants, cruises, tours & much more, across the US, Canada, Europe & beyond.

We’ll show you where to go! Trip OUT with Damron. 

Call for a free catalog. Got iPhone or iPad? Find Gay Scout and Gurl Scout in iTunes.
415/255-0404            www.damron.com

Out!Trip

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Study this!

All the students, straight allies and fellow travellers — we love you, really!  The Centre 
loves you and most certainly Mother Goose loves you. But as the Great Goose in the 
sky is my Goddess, the Centre being conveniently located near University of Cincin-
nati, Cincinnati State, Miami University and Northern Kentucky University finds itself 
with endless requests for interviews for course work to “study us.”   

I use “study us” because those words are often used.  I get that the world has changed 
and I figure we are now trendy what with the gay marriage debate. The Goose realises 
you may have waited too long to do your assignment – and what better place to come 
to than the Centre where you can “study folks.”  

Do the math: cultural anthropology, gender studies, social work, mental health (just to 
name a few courses/curricula) multiplied by four or five institutions of higher learning, 
multiplied by the class size, group and/or graduate and undergraduate programmes 
= train wreck. Candidly, we’ve begun to share the burden with additional area groups 
serving the gay, lesbian, bi and trans communities!

Old Granny Sow and the Centre just can’t keep up with the requests anymore, such 
being the price of popularity. Being a bitter crone, how nice it is to have lived long 
enough to be studied, I suppose? But, somehow this being studied thing for a grade, 
project or a course, reeks of an issue or two, three or ten!

Shocking as it may seem to some of the well-meaning students, guests who come to 
the Centre don’t come to the Centre to be studied by a third party — even with per-
mission. Our most popular monthly event is the potluck – the first Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m.  

I guess we are a victim of our own success with the programme because many stu-
dents write and say “I see where you have a potluck – can’t we come and study folks 
while they eat?”  

Here’s the answer: No. The Centre, for all its strengths and weaknesses, has to be a safe 
place for folks. Most people do not come to social events at the Centre to be inter-
viewed, studied or otherwise analysed, so I’m sorry, but no. 

I’d like to share an actual experience about a woman who came to the Centre door 
with her blue tooth in her ear, talking the entire time as she pounded for me to unlock 
it. I let her in and in between her phone conversation she said she needed materials for 
a class.  

Fifteen minutes later, as she finally ended her conversation and gathered most of her 
materials, she said to Mother Goose, “I’m a nursing student and I think I should know 
what your people want to be called.”  

These are the moments where a goose must muster every bit of her patience and inner 
grandeur. I said, “This is a difficult question. How about we begin with ‘human’?” As if 
sensing my sarcasm, she said, “I’ve already written the paper so I just needed some-
thing to show I was here.” How nice for you, I thought.

All people want is what people want and they don’t give any more or less it seems. I’m 
sure in this stack of requests there are some genuine folks who mean well. I doubt 
most educators intended these projects to turn into “check the box” I went to a gay and 
lesbian establishment and met a gay or lesbian person.  

I’m hoping that maybe it was some professor’s idea to make their students reach out 
beyond their normal sphere and experience something broader than the bubble we all 
can erect around ourselves. Yet I feel there has got to be a better way. 

Half tongue in beak, I’ve proposed to Poppa Bear Cares (Rusty Lockett, the titular 
ruler of the Centre) that maybe we should do a monthly programme – just once a 
month and call it “Study this!?” On that night anyone who wants to ask questions, 
has a course or simply wants to learn can come. We will use it to invite folks from 
our diverse communities to attend and share their life stories. It isn’t decided yet, but 
a relative of the goose is laying odds that if we say “sorry, you’ll have to attend our 
monthly session” interest will wane because it will require effort and genuine desire to 
meet people face-to-face. Throw in a free buffet, and a fancy certificate signed by three 
dowager queens and it could make for an interesting evening.  

Study this? 
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Whipping 
Post

By Ms. K / Word Columnist
Pride month is here. Have you thought about what you are proud of? Are you going to 
go to a pride celebration this Summer? Our area has them from Springfield, Illinois’ 
May celebration all the way through to Lafayette, Indiana’s in late August, so there are 
plenty of opportunities out there. If you aren’t planning to go, why not?  

I have gone to pride celebrations every June since I was a young adult. I used to go 
when I was young because it was entertaining and fun. Now I go because I want to as-
sist with pride and help others know why they should be proud of who they are.

Being proud of yourself is something that we do not always feel. Sometimes it takes 
several years for the pride to come from within each of us, while others never seem 
to reach that proud state. YOU can make a difference for your community and within 
yourself, though.  

I am writing this article with great anticipation of the wonderful time I will have at 
pride festivals all over the Midwest this year. As I noted, pride festivals are not only in 
June across the county but in other months depending on what part of the country you 
live in. I already have plans to attend Gay Leather Pride in Dallas the last weekend of 
August this year because June does not have enough weekends in it for me to get all 
the pride I can get this year.  

I say this many times a year in front of groups of people: Together we are strong and 
divided we are weak. When I first moved to Indianapolis over 20 years ago, our gay 
pride celebration was a few people walking from the downtown Circle a few blocks 
north to a park where a single table awaited us. There were many Christian haters 
along the way and they outnumbered us by large numbers. Today you have the luxury 
of a huge parade in Indianapolis as well as many other cities across the county. You 
also have the luxury of thousands of people gathering in parks all over with hundreds 
of vendor and informational booths, each filled with smiling folks ready to talk to you 
and help you feel proud. 

Some readers are lucky enough to live in areas where pride goes on all week. In these 
spots there will be an entire week of events — a real something for everyone from a 
family picnic to adult tricycle races down a city street. I am sure if you look you will 
find something that interests you and can get your blood pumping enough to make you 
go out and show your pride.  

Seeing all the parades, festivals and celebrations over the years has made me keenly 
aware of why we have grown so much within this great country of ours and why we 
are a force to be reckoned with. It takes a lot of people to become a force and we 
definitely have the numbers. We have the numbers because people are willing to put 
themselves out there and be counted. Make sure you are one of the many who make a 
stand and demand that you be counted.  

Remember also that going to pride celebrations — whenever your area has them — 
will enhance you as a person and make you more aware that there are a lot of us in 
this world. Pride celebrations are not just for gay people, but also for those who love 
us... folks we call supporters or advocates. This year’s pride celebrations promise to 
be bigger and better than in years past, so please join your kinky leather brothers and 
sisters in the parades and at the celebrations.  

If you cannot walk or join in the parade, at least attend and support those standing up 
for you and being counted as out and proud. Remember to go by the booths and thank 
people for being there to support our community. If we do not stand up for our rights 
we might lose them. Showing our numbers and being at pride is but one way you can 
show that you are proud and that you are going to be counted.  

Finally, I want to hear your stories and read your e-mails of what makes you feel proud 
and why. Please e-mail me this month and let me know why you are proud to be who 
you are. And if you are not proud of who you are, I want to hear about that, too, be-
cause I am here to listen to your great times and your bad times. 

I received a lot of e-mails this past month and could not choose which one or two 
to answer here, so as always I will be responding personally to answer all those who 
wrote. Thank you to everyone who writes me. I really love hearing your personal sto-
ries and lives. It is very interesting and it reminds me that we have a great community 
— one that I am so proud to be a part of. Thank you for another great year of pride 
and love!

Please send your questions and comments to me at MsKLeather@sbcglobal.net  I look 
forward to hearing from you. 
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ATTACK of the recurring Syphilis!

Its Back!
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Four
staunchly supportive of the city’s existing Human Rights Ordinance, domestic partner 
benefits for government employees and other civil rights issues.

Democrats are licking their wounds while they lick their chops. The loss of the at-large 
council members, along with pending council district remapping, makes the council 
a prime 2015 battleground. Until two months ago the Dems controlled the council 16-
13…and with slightly better focus in 2011, it could’ve been as high as 19-10. When that 
body is reduced to 25 members, all from districts, control will be completely up in the 
air.

All four at-larges are Democrats and they’ll have to scramble to determine if they want 
to remain for another term in their home districts. But the top speculation surrounds 
the mayor’s race.

Add another top-tier name to the Democratic speculation: U.S. Attorney Joe Hogsett. He 
is highly visible in a tough job. Some U.S. attorneys toil quietly, but not Joe. He has a 
press officer and his schedule includes multiple opportunities for public interaction.

In the last month he attended some of the community discussions surrounding the 
selection of a new superintendent for Indianapolis Public Schools. I attended one and it 
was enough. Mind-numbing beyond all belief.

He also attended a recent prayer breakfast that was broadly-covered by the media. He 
made public remarks from the podium which sounded wide-open for mayoral specula-
tion. 

Being a tough federal prosecutor is enough of a resume for most mayoral candidates.  
He’s got more:

—Former Secretary of State.  

—Indiana campaign manager for Hillary Clinton’s 2008 presidential run.   

—Strong ally (and first campaign manager) for former Gov. Evan Bayh.  

Ballard will be no pushover should he decide to run for a third term. He could also de-
cide to walk away with his head high SB 621 notwithstanding. He has multiple accom-
plishments on his side of the table. No one in either party would blame him if he opted 
for a quieter life.

And as Bart Peterson discovered, the longer you remain in the Mayor’s chair the more 
your decisions can be attacked, simply because there are more decisions — some silly, 
some great….and if you don’t believe that, take my oft-repeated “Monument Circle Test.”

Sit on a sunny day on Monument Circle during lunch hour. Stop 100 persons — you 
pick ‘em — and ask a single question. You pick the question. Today I’d choose cricket 
fields. And I’d bet a large sum that 95 of those 100 would laugh at the suggestion of city-
subsidized cricket fields and say that they are a huge waste of money.  And 40 or more 
would likely question your sanity for even asking the question.

It will all make for an interesting 2015 campaign... one which is getting closer by the 
day.

A LITTLE PERSPECTIVE

We’re 17-18 months from the 2014 statewide election. At this point (18 months out) in 
the 2008 presidential cycle, Hillary Clinton had the Democratic establishment almost 
entirely locked-up. Her delegate count was said to be insurmountable.

Eighteen months ago, same-gender marriage was legal in six states. Now it’s 13 if you 
count the District of Columbia and multiple Native American tribal lands.

Eighteen months ago, President Obama was demanding that his Joint Chiefs of Staff 
push through reform of the Don’t Ask Don’t Tell policy.

Eighteen months ago, there was only a hint of potential U.S. Supreme Court filings 
on the marriage issue. Now we’ve seen two cases accepted for review, argued and are 
awaiting decisions.

Eighteen months ago, Minnesota, our Midwestern neighbour, was deeply immersed in 
a potential November 2012 referendum on gay marriage. Their poll  numbers were not 
good — a defeat was a strong possibility. They rallied to a strong win.

More and more, a year in politics is a lifetime.  

   THAT IYG LICENSE PLATE

Our community is well-aware of the controversy surrounding the specialty license plate 
offered by the Indiana Youth Group. Just when you thought it was safe to go back in the 
water, it’s rearing its ugly head again. Let’s regroup: the IYG applied for a Specialty Plate 
in order to gain much-needed programme money.  The plates are offered by the state for 
an extra fee and a good chunk of that fee goes to the groups approved for plates. IYG met 
the criteria, but for almost two years couldn’t get approved. They tried counsel — the 
wonderful folks at American Civil Liberties Union of Indiana — and filed suit. They settled 
with the State Bureau of Motor Vehicles and in 2011 they got approval to issue plates. The 
2012 legislative session was rife with attempts to claw back that IYG plate, some under 
the guise of “cleaning up the specialty plate problem.” Those attempts failed. The 2012 
session hadn’t adjourned for an hour, when a group of 20-plus senators sent a scathing let-
ter to the BMV, which complained about a technical contract violation IYG (and two other 
groups) might have committed.  The plate was yanked in an unceremonious BMV letter to 
the youth group. IYG appealed — using an administrative process that was as-yet-untried.

Update:  that process has been quietly moving forward for months. IYG used the 
same ACLU-I lawyer, and the negotiations, which began in earnest last December, culmi-
nated in a settlement contract that was delivered to IYG in late April. It was assumed IYG 
would soon begin re-issuing the wonderful plates. Wrong. In mid-May the contract was 
yanked. I’ve seen the contract. It was candid, fair and obviously written following months 
of delicate but fair negotiations. The BMV administrative review process continued with 
a Motion Hearing in May. It was to have been perfunctory. The saga continues. Some-
one somewhere should hang his/her head in shame over this sad matter. Yep. Your vote 
counts.
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Lots of times, changes in life also affect your 
investments. That’s why there’s never been a 
better time to schedule your free portfolio review. 
We’ll talk about the changes in your life, and help 
you decide whether it makes sense to revise  
your investments because of them.

A portfolio review will help ensure  
your investments are keeping pace  
with your goals. Call your local financial 
advisor today.

Like the Present
no time

to Keep Your Future on track.

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Michael E Wright, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

6925 E 96th Street
Suite 265
Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-9563

In 
Brief

FAIRNESS TEAMS WITH LOUISVILLE 
POLICE TO ADDRESS GAY ISSUES

LOUISVILLE—The Fairness Campaign 
is partnering with the Louisville Metro 
Police Department to present a four-week 
workshop series focused on local lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender issues and 
crime prevention. 

The series is free to the public, includes 
a certificate of completion from Mayor 
Greg Fischer and Police Chief Steve Con-
rad, and runs one evening for two hours 
weekly. Participants may register by 
contacting Laura@Fairness.org or (502) 
893-0788.

Topics and LMPD units included in the 
series are: Crisis Intervention Team; Ani-
mal Control (how to recognise and report 
animal cruelty); River Patrol Unit; Swat 
Team; Crime Scene Unit; Neighbourhood 
Watch & Personal Protection; Domestic 
Violence Unit (as it relates to domestic 
partnership couples); Recruitment & Se-
lection Unit; and any topics of concern or 
interest raised by workshop participants.

“The Fairness community and LMPD 
have not always had the best relation-
ship,” admitted Fairness Campaign 
Director Chris Hartman. “But things have 
been getting much better in recent years. 
We see this workshop series as a great 
opportunity to build stronger bridges 
and understanding between our lesbian, 
gay, bi & trans and allied community and 
those charged with protecting us.”

For more information e-mail Laura@Fair-
ness.org or ring 502/893.0788

FLORIDA STUDENT SEES VICTORY 
IN JUST ONE DAY!

OCALA, Fla. – Just one day after 14-year-
old Bayli Silberstein filed suit against the 
Lake County School Board to enforce her 
constitutionally protected right to estab-
lish a Gay-Straight Alliance at her school,  
the school board ended months of delay 
and efforts to block the GSA, and will al-
low the club to meet. The consent decree 
entered in federal court allowing Silber-
stein to finally establish the GSA settles a 
lawsuit filed only 24 hours before, which 
was the result of months of the school 
board repeatedly delaying and thwarting 
the establishment of the GSA.

“I’m just so happy that our club is finally 
going to be allowed to meet,” Silberstein, 
an 8th-grader at Carver Middle School 
said, adding “There’s only about a month 
left of school, but that’s still a month we 
can use to start doing the work to make 
this school a safer and more welcoming 
place.”
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ “Miss” Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in 
Dayton.

 Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is hot):

1 - Icona Pop - I Love It (Wayne G & LFB Club Mix)

2 - Ke$ha - Die Young (Cosmic Dawn Mix)

3 - Rihanna - Diamonds (Bimbo Jones Mix)

4 - Calvin Harris feat. Florence Welch - Sweet Nothing ((Qulinez Mix))

5 - Pitbull feat. TJR - Dont Stop The Party

6 - Kelly Clarkson - Catch My Breath (Lenny B Mix)

7 - Ke$ha - C ’Mon (Wideboys Mix)

8 - Jennifer Lopez feat. Flo - Rida Goin In (Michael Woods Mix)

9 - Zedd feat. Foxes - Clarity (Swanky Tunes Mix)

10 - Will.I.Am feat Britney Spears - Scream & Shout (Chris Cox Mix)

Hey there!!! DJ Hill here. I’m sayin’ the “YAAAAAY???”. It’s June and time to scream 
some crazy gay pride and what not...

Christina Aguilera - Let There Be Love: Let’s start off with a fave of mine. My favour-
ite part of this is “Love me so hard my eyes roll back.” I’m loving her stuff because 
the original album stuff is club worthy on it’s own. However we still get remixes. The 
Cutmore Club mix is kind of the same as the original but just a little longer and has 
a heavier beat. I’m normally happy for a David Guetta Mix but this one is a bit bland. 
And of course Jump Smokers completely hacked it up. Stick with the album version or 
the Cutmore Mix.

Cahill & Kimberley Locke - Feel The Love: I think I found my new “feel good” song 
for the month. This just makes you smile and want to bounce. Leave it to Cahill to do 
this to me. And of course what better club mix than the Cahill Extended Mix? Why re-
mix something that is already a club mix? Makes it longer for us DJ’s. Now, if you want 
to be taken back to the ‘90’s with the bass and piano then the Grum Mix is for you. And 
for you more uppity people there’s the Toy Armada & DJ Grind Mix. All good mixes.

Taylor Swift - 22: When is this twat going to shut up. OK, OK that’s my opinion, but I 
can’t wait for the “Screaming Goat” version of this one. This one is so blah! Or should 
I say “BAHHH”? Oh, wait. There are remixes...but they don’t help. The Happy HotDog 
Club Mix just speeds it up with a little extra beat. I’ll pass.

Rod Stewart - Sexual Religion: Wow! This old fart is still going at 90? Um...maybe not 
that old. There must me something to this one ‘cause Jump Smokers jumped all over it. 
I wish they hadn’t.

Chaka Khan- It’s Not Over: Look out kids! She’s back!!! And when I saw there was a 
Ralphi Rosario Club Mix I went nuts. She hasn’t lost it. And I’m loving this mix. Noth-
ing bad to say about it. I know...right?

Little Mix feat. Missy Elliot - How Ya Doin’: Aw...My favourite little bubblegum girls 
are going at it again. I normally hate girl groups but these little twerps keep me smiling 
(because I’m laughing at them). And we get an Almighty Club Mix to boot! P.S...Glad to 
see Missy out again.

Tomcraft feat. Sam Obernik - The Noyz: Every issue I’m usually a few months late 
on something. I don’t know how I missed this one. I fell in love with it instantly. This is 
one weird quirky tune. But so is Tomcraft. I prefer the extended Original Mix over the 
Lissat & Voltaxx Mix and the Aint & Fish Mix which kinda go in their own direction 
and completely misses the vibe of the original mix.

Icona Pop - I Love It: And I really missed the boat with this one. Wow! What a crazy 
ass fun hit. Packs my dance floor every time. Who knew? My favourite mix is the 
Wayne G & LFB Club Mix. And there’s something about the Cobra Starship Mix that 
reminds me of something from the 80’s New Wave era. It’s all good….

That’s it for now. See you back in July for the Independent edition. Check me out at 
MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. I’d love to hear from 
you. You can also e-mail me at hill@misshilldj.com. And please let me know about any-
thing new or any local independent music. I’m always open to new stuff.
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Dear Dr. Fred: I’m a successful middle-aged professional male just getting back into dat-
ing after a messy breakup. I’ve mainly been meeting guys online and I’ve had pretty good 
success, though no one has emerged as “Mr. Right” so far. Recently I thought maybe I had 
met “that guy” but it turns out, not so much.

“Frank” is a handsome, sexy 40-something career Army officer. We met for dinner several 
times, found that we were compatible in countless ways, then decided to see if we were 
compatible in bed too … and OMG were we ever! I thought I’d had some pretty good 
sex before, but I’ve never experienced anything like sex with Frank. I was in heaven for 
several weeks, and Frank seemed to be too, as he began to talk about wanting to “deepen 
our relationship.” That’s when the bomb shell dropped — after he arrived late one night at 
my place for an impromptu roll in the hay … and he had forgotten to remove his wedding 
ring.

I was feeling somewhere between thunderstruck, hurt, angry, self-critical and guilty. One 
of my cardinal rules has always been to never mess around with married men, but now 
here I’d just done that because of his lying to me about his marital status.

He was incredibly ashamed and apologetic, saying he wanted to tell me about his wife 
when we first met but couldn’t bring himself to do it. He said he was so attracted to me, 
he just had to have me in his life and figured there would be a better chance of that once 
we had gotten closer. He professed that this was the first time he’d been unfaithful to his 
wife or been with a man and that it was just all so “exhilarating” he kind of lost his head 
for a bit. He also begged me to keep seeing him because he’d decided he was going to leave 
his wife.

I never wanted to compromise my principles so bad in my life, but I didn’t. I gave him 
my ironclad rules about not being a side interest for someone already in a relationship 
— especially a married man — and showed him the door. Then I lost it and went into a 
complete funk for days.

That was about two weeks ago, and I’m beginning to climb out of the depression. But 
here’s the problem … I can’t get him out of my mind and I’m wondering if I’ve made the 
right decision. I’ve been tempted dozens of times to call or text him and tell him to come 
back over so we can talk things through and hopefully figure out some way to be together. 
My head knows this isn’t a good idea, but my heart says something else.

So what is your advice? Can a married man who’s just begun exploring gay sex really be 
trusted to leave his marriage and make good relationship material? Or should I continue 
to keep my distance from him?

Sign me,

“Lost in Louisville”

Dear “Lost:” An old saying reminds us “sometimes doing the right thing just feels so 
wrong.” And that’s what I think you’re dealing with here.

I’ve commented countless times in the past while writing this column how often when 
people are seeking advice, they really already know what they need to do, and just 
need some validation and encouragement to do it. And that’s also going on here, I 
think.

No self-respecting gay male, especially a “successful middle-aged” one, would allow 
himself to be relegated to the degrading status of a “booty call” for a married man who 
is “on the down low.” You demonstrated considerable self-respect when you told Frank 
to get lost. But now you’re dealing with the aftermath — the grief over the loss of a 
relationship that was beginning to show real promise for the future.

I know it’s kind of corny and naïve, but I really do believe there is such a thing as a 
“soul connection” between certain people who encounter each other in life. Before we 
know how it’s happened, someone we’ve just met or have only known briefly gets un-
der our skin and into our heart and psyche so unexpectedly and powerfully it almost 
takes our breath away. Sometimes the experience is so intense and mind-altering that 
it’s almost like a form of “temporary insanity,” causing us to say and do things we nor-
mally wouldn’t even consider when in our right mind.

And that’s what you seem to be experiencing here, Lost. Frank appears to have been 
one of those soul connections for you, but that doesn’t mean that he would have been 
a satisfying partner for you. You say yourself that you know “in your head” that things 
could almost certainly never work out with Frank, but your heart is tempting you to 
go in another, totally irrational and potentially self-destructive direction.

Coincidentally, a client in my practice just had an almost identical experience with 
another married man and he did exactly what you did: sent him packing. It took him a 
while, but he’s now completely through his grieving and expresses being totally happy 
with his decision. So just hang in there a little while longer, Lost, and I predict you’ll 
feel the same way soon.

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW is a gay psychotherapist and author in Louisville. Write 
him at fredschloemer@aol.com 
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The author is Cincinnati Gay & Lesbian Community Centre 
board member and long-time volunteer, Michael Chanak, better 
known to his friends and the community as “Mother Goose”.
The Centre is located at 4119 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati and 
on the web at www.cincyglbt.com)

The Kinsey Institute 

Juried Art Show 2013

May 1
7-Ju

ly 1
3, Tuesday-S

aturdays, 
12-4 pm

Sophie McMahan, Zoom

Grunwald Gallery of Art, B
loomington, Indiana

Opening reception and events, May 17-18 
More information at kinseyinstitute.org
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COME OUT AND JOIN US
—  S I N C E  2 0 0 5  —

PRIDE OF INDY

Our Media Partners:

like us | follow us | watch us

For more information, visit us at 
www.prideofindy.org

Anniversary Concert
POPS ON THE LAWN

Tuesday, June 4th

Concert Band & Jazz Ensemble

Parade & Mainstage performance

the lawn at the Firehouse Museum on the 
corner of Massachusetts & College Avenue

Visit our booth inside the festival!

7PM • FREE

Cadillac Barbie Parade & 
Circle City IN Pride

Saturday, June 8th

10AM • COME OUT
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

The Tivoli Theatre in Spencer, Ind., has re-opened after a year-long makeover. Now 
the small Indiana community has a historic downtown movie theatre that is not only 
a throwback to the great movie palaces of cinema’s first Golden Age but, as a first-run 
mainstream theatre with state-of-the-art projection and audio facilities, a theatre for 
the 21st century. 
 
The Tivoli Theatre (as seen above) originally opened on New Year’s Eve, 1928, with 
the world premiere of The Shopworn Angel, starring Gary Cooper and Nancy Carroll. 
According to newspaper reports more than 1,200 people attended the opening night’s 
two screenings. Originally commissioned at a cost of $45,000, the Tivoli was described 
at the time as one of the finest small town movie theatres in the country. The build-
ing’s exterior was designed in mission revival style, with an atmospheric auditorium 
resembling an enclosed Spanish garden complete with starlit ceiling.  

During the theatre’s early years, the Tivoli showed movies and live stage shows, includ-
ing vaudeville and concerts. Changing ownership a number of times over the years, 
the theatre underwent renovations in the 1970s, making it more versatile for live 
performances. Two fires — one in 1981 and a second in1985 — heavily damaged the 
theatre, requiring extensive repairs. Although the Tivoli reopened and continued to 
operate after each fire, it fell into disrepair and finally closed in 1999.

A Friends of the Tivoli group, formed shortly after its closing, was successful in in-
creasing public awareness of the theatre’s historic significance. The group estimated 
that restoration of the building alone would cost over a million dollars. With the help 
of a loan from Indiana Landmarks, Owen County Preservations purchased the theatre 
in 2005 to prevent a scheduled demolition. That photo at right is what it looked like 
then.

In April 2012, Indiana-based Cook Group announced it would sponsor the restoration 
project on behalf of employees of Cook Medical, one of Spencer’s largest employers. 
Restoration work was completed a year later, and the theatre — looking very much as 
it did when it first opened 31st December 1928 — reopened on the 11th of April this 
year with a black-tie gala. The following day, the first film to be screened in the build-
ing in almost 14 years was Oz: The Great and Powerful.

This year, Spencer Pride has partnered with the Tivoli Theatre to give Spencer Pride 
Festival attendees an opportunity to appreciate the historical landmark, take tours of 
the building, see a film, and take advantage of an important public service. Spencer 
Pride will be held Saturday, 1 June.

Somewhat surprisingly for a small Indiana town with a population of around  2,500 
inhabitants (and deep within the “Bible-belt”), Spencer not only has a well-attended 

annual Pride Festival but boasts one of the best-run and most active gay and lesbian 
support groups — White River Valley P-FLAG — in the state.

In a recent interview with The Word, Spencer Pride president Jonathan Balash spoke 
about the partnership with newly-restored Tivoli Theatre. He tells The Word that 
the connection with the Tivoli was serendipitous: the Spencer Pride committee had 
planned to reach out to the theatre when the newly-appointed director of the Tivoli, 
Dana Beth Evans, reached out to them.

“She had decided independently to reach out to us because she had heard about the 
festival and she thought that maybe we could help each other out in some way,” says 
Balash.

“The Tivoli is such a beautiful icon in the community that we wondered what would 
be the best way to partner with it,” he continues. “The weekend before the theatre 
reopened, public tours were given every 10 minutes, and they were packed. So, we 
asked, ‘Would you be willing to provide a tour, or a couple of tours, the day of Pride for 
festivalgoers?’ And Dana Beth replied, ‘Why don’t we do them every 30 minutes?’ And 
we said, ‘That would be wonderful!’

The tours, which will be free to Pride Festival attendees, will introduce visitors to all 
areas of the theatre, including the box office, concessions, projection facilities, audito-
rium and dressing rooms.

“Except for about an hour-and-a half period during the afternoon matinee, there will 
be tours of the Tivoli, given by the Tivoli’s volunteers and staff, every 30 minutes for the 
festivalgoers,” Balash adds. “And we are really excited about that because every year 
we try to add something new to the festival. Spencer Pride is a completely admission-
free event, and that free admission comes with the opportunity to participate in the 
festival marketplace, and all kinds of activities for kids. We have all-day live entertain-
ment that is also completely free. For us, we saw this as something else we could offer 
our festivalgoers this year.”

In return for the Tivoli’s participation in Pride, the Spencer Pride organisation has 
committed to volunteering to help out at the Tivoli every second Saturday of each 
month. Spencer Pride will provide enough volunteers to almost fully staff the theatre.  

“They have movie showings on Friday nights, Saturday and Sunday matinees, and 
Saturday evenings,” says Balash. “So, we will be the Saturday evening volunteer group. 
At Spencer Pride we really encourage our volunteers not only to volunteer for us but to 
really be involved in the community, to give back elsewhere. So we felt, as an organisa-
tion, that we really wanted to do that. That’s one way we can give back to them.” 
 
The Tivoli Theatre will be an official sponsor of Spencer Pride and have a booth at the 
festival, providing information about upcoming films, movie times, as well as informa-
tion about the restoration project itself, adds Balash. In addition, as part of its regular 
programming, the theatre will be showing a film that weekend, and festivalgoers will 
be able to attend the matinee showing for an admission fee.

In the weeks leading up to the festival, the Tivoli will present trailers prior to film 
showings promoting the Pride Festival, and on the day of the event, the theatre’s mar-
quee will prominently display Pride advertising.  

Please Continue On Page 35
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs
Surrounded by clicking keyboards and bustling co-workers, he dwells in a mun-
dane day job, concealing himself in a shirt and tie, changing his voice, his man-
nerisms and his every personality trait in order to blend in.  

But when he leaves the office, he reveals the man underneath. Muscles wrapped 
in skintight fabric, he becomes who he was born to be — the very essence of truth 
and strength.  

Now even if you’re not a comic book nerd like me, I’m sure you think I’m talking 
about Superman, right? But what if I told you that this wasn’t Krypton’s last son 
but a man like many others who live their lives in a Clark Kent existence while 
hiding their real identity?

Every day across this country people put on a disguise that is used as a shield 
from the scorn and violence which comes from the narrow-minded. Whether it’s a 
homophobic workplace, a deeply religious family or even the mindless brutality of 
high school, the need to hide who you truly are can literally be a matter of life and 
death.  

Sometimes in order to fit in with a certain kind of group or a type of environment 
you have to adopt the character of a swaggering straight boy — just like Clark 
Kent and Bruce Wayne pretend to be a clumsy nerd and a vapid playboy so no one 
will suspect they’re the Man Of Steel and the Dark Knight. Dual identities, one 
life.

The mythology of superheroes goes hand-in-hand with the reality of homosexual-
ity; the masks, the secrets, the yearning to be accepted as a “regular” human being 
even though we are different — even hiding our true selves to protect our family 
from harm.  

This analogy is clearest in the pages of Marvel’s X-Men. Persecuted for a genetic 
anomaly that makes them different from “normal” human beings, they are looked 
down on, perceived as a threat to the youth around them, even attacked in varying 
degrees of violence merely for being different.  

They seek refuge at the Xavier Institute For Higher Learning where they can be 
with others like themselves. Protected from a world that hates and fears them, 
they are also tempted by the government’s development of a cure — a cure for 
something that is decided from birth, like blue eyes or brown hair.  

Sound familiar?  

The Internet is clotted with true testimonials about how different “cures” for ho-
mosexuality are successful. None of these so-called cures hold water, however, but 
what if there really was a cure? Would you take it if it were offered to you? Would 
you change who you were born to be if it meant you would avoid persecution?

The simple fact is this: being gay is not who you are, it’s merely a part of who you 
are.  Not a choice, not a lifestyle and certainly not a mutation. It’s the same as 
having a brain for math, a talent for music or the predisposition for thirty-yard 
touchdown passes.  

Being gay can’t be explained away by gamma rays or the bite of a radioactive 
spider, but unlike the Hulk’s green skin or the Beast’s blue fur, being gay can be 
hidden from the public at large.  

Even though we have made huge strides in our equality, we still have the option 
to hide who we are. Racism, ageism and gender bias still exist in our brave new 
world, but unlike homosexuality we can conceal what makes us different.

But is that a good thing?  

It’s impossible to hide your gender or the colour of your skin, but your sexual pref-
erence can remain a mystery. So the real question here is if you can hide it from 

others does that mean you can hide it from yourself?  

If you don’t have to face the simple fact that you are different in what can often be 
a cruel, intolerant world, does that make it easier? Can it make you forget who you 
really are underneath your mild-mannered disguise?

Speaking of mild-mannered, let’s take a look at another figure that mirrors the 
experience of homosexuality: Superman.  

I don’t mean because he’s muscle-bound and sexy with a colourful skintight outfit, 
but because just like us, he has the choice to live his life in secret. He has the 
choice to deny who he was born to be. Even though he’s not human, he looks and 
acts just like everyone else, belying his true nature as an alien god.  

He could live his life as Clark Kent and no one would ever know the difference. 
What makes this man so super is that he chooses not to stand idly by when injus-
tice rears its scaly head.  

He does this because not only does he see it as his responsibility to use his pow-
ers to protect the world he calls his home, but because when he was just a boy, his 
father told him to forget his fear that he wouldn’t be accepted and become the man 
he was destined to be: “One day you’re going to have to make a choice — whether 
to stand proud in front of the human race... or not. You have to decide what kind 
of man you want to grow up to be. Whoever that man is, he’s going to change the 
world.”  

These words resonate with our shared experience, not only with who we choose 
to be in our lives, but especially during pride. The choice of who you want to be is 
yours and yours alone, but once you choose your path, you can use that strength 
and power to lead others into the sun.

It is our duty as part of the gay community to disavow the myth that being gay is 
some ill-fated plight that needs to be hidden because as soon as we try to separate 
our lives into mutually exclusive territories, it gives credence to homophobia.  

In this day and age we would never suggest that someone’s colour or creed has any 
effect on who they are as a person, but there was a time when being Black or Jew-
ish or a woman was treated as a stigma.  

That kind of thinking seems archaic now, doesn’t it? If we can’t accept who we are 
and be proud, we give power to those people who use sexuality as an excuse for 
discrimination.

We all have secrets and we all wear masks, even with the people we hold close to 
our hearts. Maybe there are some things that should never be revealed, but the 
true facets of your identity shouldn’t have to be one of them.  

Fear will drain you like Kryptonite but only if you let it. Pride means being con-
scious of one’s own dignity. Pride means holding your head up when everyone 
around you has theirs bowed. And courage is what makes you do it.

This Summer as we celebrate pride with parades and festivities all across the re-
gion is the perfect time for you to step out of your Batcave and into the light. Don’t 
lose sight of who you are. Don’t be afraid to show your true self to the world. Shed 
that secret identity and let everyone see the hero beneath. Be strong. Be beautiful. 
Be powerful.  Be proud.      
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 
Mz. Pink,

My girlfriend cheated on me, so in an act of anger, I cheated on her. We have been together 
for awhile and when this happened we had a few years behind us. Now that the cheat-
ing has passed and we have had some time to heal, we still can’t seem to get over it. We 
fight about it constantly, we have no trust for each other and we are always jealous of one 
another. What can we do to make this better? Can we be fixed? 

Before She Cheats, Indy

Hello Before,

I do believe that things can work out between the two of you, but it is just going to 
take a lot of work and trust. So, if you are willing to do that then you can take the next 
step in repairing your relationship. 

The key is to remember that you love each other and want to make it work, even on 
your darkest days together. Try to keep that in mind. It will help to clear some of the 
animosity and anger from the past. 

The first thing you need to do is sit down and talk. Communicate the occurrences 
(with or without detail — whatever you are comfortable with) letting each other know 
why the cheating happened, what made it happen and, most importantly, what things 
both of you can do to avoid cheating in the future. 

Find out if you meet each other’s needs or not. If not, then, sad as it is separating may 
be the best choice. You don’t want to stay together out of hope that you will get back to 
where you were. You want to put forth the effort to make sure you not only get back to 
where you were, but even in to a better place.

When you are communicating, do not drink alcohol; keep the surroundings light and 
comfortable, so you don’t fight. The key is to talk, listen, talk, listen etc. When you 
start to get angry you start to lose focus and then all the progress you hopefully were 
starting to make will go down the drain. 

Discuss where you were, what your mental state was when you cheated and where 
your mind is now. Tell her you love her and want to get past this for the sake of your 
relationship. Make sure she feels the same.

It is important to remember to be completely honest, no matter how uncomfortable 
it might make you. Remind her that you want the same from her. Get everything in 
the open. Once it is there, then you can both recommend coming up with solutions to 
each problem. Compromise on what might work. Plan weekly dates, plan sex (if it isn’t 
happening), set a night aside to spend intimate time together, have a movie night; even 
plan a night out separately with complete trust. 

Just talk beforehand, let her know if you are feeling jealous or skeptical about her 
going out. Let her know to at least let you know she is OK sometime during the night 
and that you won’t bother her unless it’s an emergency. You have to learn to trust her 
again and you will never get there if you suffocate her. That could make her cheat 
again and this would set you back or even break you up.

Avoid accusing. If she says she isn’t cheating try to trust her, unless there are signs 
and then discuss them with her rationally. Remember anger is blind and it makes you 
approach situations blindly. Instead of regretting an unnecessary fight later, stay calm 
about things and discuss with an open mind. Just don’t accuse because it makes you 
look guilty. 

If you start to feel the itch to cheat again, let your partner know. She has a right to fix 
the problem before it gets out of hand and that is what you must tell her. Let her know 
you’re feeling lonely, angry, jealous (or whatever you’re feeling) and tell her what you 
want her to do to help you through it. Don’t jump overboard and cheat — give her 
time to understand you. Finally, if you feel that strongly about cheating yourself then 
you shouldn’t be together. Nobody deserves to be hurt in a relationship — you or her 
— no matter who cheated on whom first. If you have the mentality of “well you did it 
first” then you can’t and won’t be able to heal and move on together.

Good luck!

Mz. Pink

TERRE HAUTE—Late 2012 saw Angel Saez win the title of Mr. Indiana 
Continental 2013 and shortly thereafter he captured the national title of 
Mr. Continental 2013.  By winning the national title, Angel was required to 
relinquish his Mr. Indiana Continental reign and an early 2014 contest was 
held.  

Contestants are graded in several categories and by the end of the night 
the judges had a very tough decision as to who the 2014 Mr. Indiana 
Continental title holder would be.  

According to nightclub owner Cy Marlow, there were only a few points 
separating the winner and runner-up. As both men were well deserving 
of the title and to prevent disappointing the audience, Mykul Valentine 
of Louisville captured the Mr. Indiana Continental 2014 title, while Ethan 
Edwards of Dallas was named to the newly created title of Mr. Zim Marss 
Continental 2014.

Both men received generous prize packages and will advance to the 
national contest to vie for the Mr. Continental title.  Zim Marss is hoping to 
be the first sponsoring venue to produce consecutive national title holders.

—Lee Densmore.

Zim Marss Crowns 2 More 
For Mr. Continental Title

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

120 East Market Street, Suite 370 , Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317.236.0477  / 317.454.0732 (Fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

Summer with its prides in so many area cities and Speedo season is finally here, but 
before you immerse yourself in your local pride or in that pool or at your favourite 
beach let’s take a minute to learn a few valuable lessons from swimmers — the profes-
sional kind, not we beach or poolside loungers. 

We all know that for many people, the arrival of Summer means it’s time for swim-
ming and if you’re just a casual swimmer as I am, you probably don’t have to adjust 
your diet before jumping in. But that’s not the case with competitive swimmers, who 
must constantly watch what they eat and drink, particularly in the days and hours 
preceding their races. 

While you may not ever have to concern yourself with your 400-meter individual med-
ley “splits,” you can learn a lot from swimmers’ consumption patterns — particularly if 
you’re an investor.

For starters, to sustain energy and stamina for a relatively long period of time, com-
petitive swimmers need to eat easy-to-digest carbohydrates such as whole wheat, 
whole grains, apples and bananas. When you invest, you want to build a portfolio that 
is capable of “going the distance.” Consequently, you need investments that provide 
carbohydrate-type benefits — in other words, investments with the potential to fuel a 
long-term investment strategy. 

Such a strategy usually involves owning a mix of high-quality stocks, bonds, govern-
ment securities and certificates of deposit (CDs). By owning these vehicles, in propor-
tions appropriate for your risk tolerance and time horizon, you can help yourself make 
progress toward your financial goals — and lessen the risk of running out of energy 
“mid-stream.”

Of course competitive swimmers have to be diligent not just in what they do eat but 
also in what they don’t. That’s why they avoid sweets, such as sodas and desserts, when 
it’s close to race time. These items do not provide lasting energy — in fact, they actu-
ally sap energy once the sugar wears off. 

As an investor, you, too, need to avoid the temptation of “sweets” in the form of high-
yield or “hot” investment vehicles. You may find some of these investments to be al-
luring, but you will need to carefully weigh the extra risks involved. For many people, 
these types of investments may not provide the long-term stability needed to help 
maintain a healthy, productive investment portfolio.

While what swimmers eat or don’t eat is important to them, their drinking habits are 
also crucial. The competitive environment — warm pool water, warm air temperatures 
and high humidity — can quickly lead to dehydration, so swimmers need to drink 
sizable amounts of water and sport drinks before and during practice. And you, as an 
investor, need your own type of liquidity, for at least two reasons. 

—First, you need enough cash or cash equivalents to take advantage of new investment 
opportunities as they arise. Without the ability to add new investments, your portfolio 
could start to “dehydrate.” 

—Second, you need enough liquid investments — specifically, low-risk vehicles that 
offer preservation of principal — to create an emergency fund, ideally containing six 
to 12 months’ worth of living expenses. Without such a fund, you may be forced to dip 
into long-term investments to pay for unexpected costs, such as a major car repair, a 
new furnace or a large bill from the dentist.

So the next time you see competitive swimmers churning through their lanes, give 
a thought as to the type of diet that is helping propel them along — and think of the 
similarities to the type of “fueling” you’ll need to keep your investment strategy moving 
forward.

Meanwhile, while prides and vacations surely do show up on your calendar, I’d bet you 
missed the fact that May was Disability Insurance Awareness Month. And you might 
agree that such a month is useful, when you consider the following:

• Three in 10 workers entering the workforce today will become disabled before retir-
ing according to the Social Security Administration.

• At age 42, you are four times more likely to become seriously disabled than to die 
during your working years, according to National Underwriters Life & Health. 

• Disability causes nearly 50% of all mortgage foreclosures, according to Health Af-
fairs, a health policy research journal.

Given these statistics, it’s not surprising that the Life and Health Insurance Foundation 
for Education (LIFE) sponsors Disability Insurance Awareness Month to encourage 
Americans to address their disability income needs. Here’s the bottom line: You can be 
really good at budgeting your money and you can be a disciplined long-term investor 
— but unless you’ve protected at least a reasonable percentage of your income, your 
whole financial strategy is incomplete. And all your goals, such as a comfortable retire-
ment, could be jeopardised.

Of course you may not be totally unfamiliar with disability income insurance; if you 
work for a large employer, a group disability policy may be part of your benefits pack-
age. If so, you should certainly accept the coverage, which may be offered to you free, 
or at minimal cost. However, this coverage might be inadequate to replace the income 
needed to allow you to maintain your lifestyle without dipping into your investments.
Consequently, you might need to think about purchasing an individual disability insur-
ance policy. Here are some tips:

Look for a policy that is “non-cancellable” until you reach age 65. When you purchase 
a non-cancellable policy, your policy premiums can’t be changed, provided you pay on 
time.

Pick the right waiting period. Typically, disability insurance policies don’t start pay-
ing benefits immediately; there’s usually a waiting (or “elimination”) period ranging 
from 30 days to two years. Obviously, a shorter waiting period is more desirable, but 
it’s probably also going to be more expensive. You may be able to give yourself the 
flexibility of choosing the longer waiting period if you have created an emergency fund 
containing six to 12 months’ worth of living expenses, kept in a liquid account that of-
fers significant preservation of principal.

Avoid overly restrictive policies. You may want to avoid an "accident-only" policy or 
one with a limited benefit term (five and 10 years are common). These policies may be 
cheaper, but they don’t cover either a disabling illness or the entirety of your work-
ing life. And consider adding appropriate “riders.” It will likely add to the cost of your 
policy, but a cost-of-living rider will help protect your future benefits from the effects 
of inflation. You also might want to add a future income options (FIO) rider, which 
provides you with the ability to purchase additional coverage in the future with no 
further medical underwriting.

Whatever you do, head into Summer prepared for fun and for the “what if’s” just in 
case one of those happens to you.  Happy pride!
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But the partnership does not end there. The Spencer Pride Festival organisers and the 
Tivoli have partnered to provide a very important service to festivalgoers — one that is 
not movie related.

“We will also be offering, as part of Pride this year, free rapid HIV testing, through IU 
Health Positive Link, in a confidential space inside the Tivoli Theatre,” says Balash. 

“This is really important, especially in an area like Spencer and in a county like Owen 
County, which is mostly lower income, and where there are not a lot of places that pro-
vide such services, especially free testing. And so, the ability for people to get free HIV 
testing during Spencer Pride is something we are really proud to be able to offer. And I 
am absolutely ecstatic that the Tivoli was able to enable that by providing the space.”

Balash is also excited about working with the Tivoli to host a film as part of Spencer 
Pride’s lesbian, gay, bi & trans history month programming in October, and perhaps 
bring a gay-themed film to coincide with a future Pride Festival in June next year. 

These are exciting times for the Spencer Pride Festival, which has become the second-
largest annual event in Spencer — and the town’s largest one-day event. Last year the 
Pride Festival attracted around 1,100 people from all across Indiana, and as far away 
as Kentucky, Michigan and Illinois.

The 2013 Spencer Pride Festival takes place on Saturday, 1 June, from 10 a.m. until 5 
p.m. on the lawn of the Owen County Courthouse in Spencer. 

The festival boasts a free all-day line-up of live entertainment, as well as a huge mar-
ketplace and activities for both adults as well as children. The Spencer Pride Festival is 
family-friendly and features free admission. 

For more information, visit https://sites.google.com/site/ruralpride.

Standard 
Reviewer

Continued From Page 31

Grand re-opening night in 
April of this year, above, 
and at left an artist’s 
drawing showing what the 
restored auditorium would 
(and does) look like after a 
complete restoration effort 
at The Tivoli Theatre.
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

It’s June. It’s Summer. Too much to do this month with prides in many, many area cit-
ies but there’s still time to get outside for other events so here’s a sampler of Midwest 
recreational and travel opportunities:

SKATING

2nd June, Indy will have a “Pride Skate: A Roll in the Hay” at the Roller Cave on 8734 
East 21st Street at 6.30 p.m. $12 gets you in and includes popcorn, pizza and soft 
drinks. There will be a prize for best costume and the music will be by DJ Deanne. 
Roller Cave also has miniature golf and a batting cage. See www.circlecityINpride.org   
for more information. This sounds fun.

SOFTBALL

If you like softball  the Circle City Pride Softball is for you and plays at Sundays at 
Chuck Klein Softball Field on Rockville Road. They then adjourn to a “bar of the 
week”. See www.circlectiyINpride.org for details. You can also find them on Facebook. 
Sundays in June they will play on the 9th, 16th and 23rd. On the 2nd at Garfield Park 
they will play the Bag Ladies after the 
community picnic in what promises to be 
(as always) a hilarious event called Bat ‘n 
Rouge. Come out and cheer on the girls 
and guys!

BASKETBALL

Indy’s basketball team meets every 
Wednesday from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Salva-
tion Army Gym in Fountain Square, 1337 
Shelby St. All abilities are welcome from 
beginner to more advanced players both 
male and female, straight or gay. I’m told 
that they have a pretty mixed group at the 
moment.  

As they usually play white shirts against 
dark shirts, please bring both colours 
with you along with $5. They always 
are looking for new members so if you 
would like more information please 
call 317/418.4255 or fire off an e-mail at 
abachy@aol.com

 RUN/WALK

The 2nd Annual Indianapolis Rainbow Run will be held 1st June with the starting line near 
21st and Talbott streets in the Near North Side. Register at www.rainbow5k.com 

The Indy Frontrunners will meet at 9 a.m. (instead of 10 a.m.) during June for their Satur-
day run and walk (meet at Hinkle Fieldhouse at Butler). They also meet Tuesdays at 6.30 
p.m. for a run or walk on the canal. Meet at the Indianapolis Zoo. Their monthly Tuesday 
night outing to a local restaurant will be on the 18th at 8.15 p.m.

And mark your calendar for the 22nd June (Fort Wayne) or 13th July (Indianapolis) Walk 
for Wishes, both of which benefit the Make a Wish Foundation.

Meanwhile, in Louisville, the Pride Run is 15th June. Register at www.kypride.com and 
look for The Word crew there, too, as The Word is a proud sponsor of Kentuckiana Pride.

Back in Indianapolis, if you’re seeking to help a good cause Outrun the Sun to fight mela-
noma on 8th June at Ft. Harrison State Park. Details are at www.outrunthesun.org 

And finally, the Show Us Your Heart Indiana Organ Procurement Organization (IOPO) will 
have a run and walk on the 15th of June at White River State Park in Indianapolis. Support 
organ donation and the Garden of Hope. Register at www.IOPORunWalk.org  and fill in 
that donor card, too!

HIKE/ROCK CLIMBING/EXPLORE IN KENTUCKY

Don’t miss the rhododendrons in bloom this month and great hiking at the Red River 
Gorge (the Grand Canyon of the East) in the Daniel Boone National Forest and the near-by 
Natural Bridge State Park in Kentucky, just an hour east of Lexington. 

Publisher Ted likes to stay at the State Park Lodge (Kentucky’s are, he says, the best in the 
nation) but I prefer to stay at the Lil Abner Motel in near-by Slade, Kentucky. Eat at Mario’s 
Pizza with the rock climbers. Drink Ale81 caffeinated ginger ale (Kentucky’s soft drink, 
made in nearby Winchester) or the Kentucky Pale Ale aged in the bourbon casks (or Ken-
tucky Bourbon Barrel Ale) or try some of the new Country Boy Brewing products. 

To work off all those calories, hike to Grey’s Arch or one of the many other natural lime-
stone arches in the area -- the most outside of Utah. 

Don’t feel like a hike to the top? Take the chair lift in the state park to the Natural Bridge 
and hike on the Battleship Rock or Rock Garden Trail on the way down. Hike to the Silver 
Mine Arch from Koomer Ridge Campground. Visit the Glade Learning (Visitor’s) Centre to 
learn more about the area. 

Backpack in the Clifty Wilderness (I did, as the photo below attests.). All this fun (and real 
mountains) are just one hour southeast of Lexington on the Mountain Parkway. A great 
getaway just four to five hours from Indianapolis or three from Cincinnati and Louisville.

Plus while you are travelling, visit the clubs like Big Bar and 208 in Louisville and The Bar 
on Main Street in Lexington on the way there or back. 

You can also stop off in Shelbyville, or rather just west of it at The Colonel’s Lady Claudia 
Sanders Dinner House on U.S. 60 just off the 2nd Shelbyville Exit of I-64. Founded by “The 
Colonel” and his wife (for whom it’s named) they have some wonderful country cooking. 
Don’t miss the seven vegetables and chess pie!

Also while you’re in the area, Lexington is a very historic city with buildings from the 1700s 
and Priceline often practically gives away rooms at their downtown Hyatt for $60 if you 
“name your own price”. Louisville has Cherokee Park and Bardstown Road (Shop at Dirty 
Tease.). Plus Kentucky has azaleas and magnolias plus crepe myrtle -- none of which grow 
north of there and always amaze this Wisconsin native.  

Time & space for just a few other items....

—The Indianapolis Womens’ Golf League has a team championship 14th June. Details at 
www.iwgl.net 

—IndyTennis meets at Riverside Park at 10 a.m. Saturdays. Several team members were in 
Louisville last month for the Talk Tennis Club meet. IndyTennis will be having a meet this 
September. For teams in your city, see www.glta.net

—The Mayor’s Bike Ride in Indianapolis is 1st June, as is the B&O Bicycle Tour in Brown-
surg, Ind. The June Bug Jamboree is the 2nd in Shelbyville and The Tour de Cure will be 
the 8th at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and is a benefit for the American Diabetes As-
sociation. Details at www.diabetes.org/indytour 

Next, attention Night Owls: The CIBA Nite Ride starts at 11 p.m. and runs till 1 a.m. 22nd 
June. It rides through downtown and Butler University. Always fun! Note to all others, es-
pecially car drivers, avoid downtown and the route area as they block off all the streets and 
passage is impossible from downtown up to Butler. 

Details at www.niteride.org  And please continue to the right for a few more fun things...



      The Word  June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 41 

—Dayton's hiking club has set their June 
schedule and there are several opportu-
nities in June to join with them. Satur-
day the 1st at 2 p.m., hike Sugarcreek 
MetroPark. Meet in the parking area, 
4178 Conference Road, Bellbrook. Sat-
urday the 8th at 10 a.m., bike Creekside 
Trail. Meet at 5th/3rd Gateway Park, 
Dayton Xenia Rd. at 675, Beavercreek.

On Saturday, 15th June at 2 p.m. they 
will be hiking Huffman MetroPark. Meet 
in the parking area, 4439 Lower Valley 
Pike, Dayton. Saturday 22nd June at 
10.m. 

it’s time to bike The Great Miami River 
Trail (northern section, downtown to 
Taylorsville MetroPark.) Meet at the bike 
hub at RiverScape MetroPark, Dayton.

 And Saturday, 29th June at 2 p.m. the 
club will be hiking in the Cincinnati 
Area. Those planning to go along are 
invited to “suggest a fabulous place.”  

Their website has more information, 
and is the spot to leave that fabulous 
place suggestion, too. It’s at www.mov-
ing men.org

—Here's an update on our champion 
diver here in Indianapolis:

Jordan Windle was born in Cambodia 
and orphaned before he was a year old. 

His adoptive parents, Jerry and An-
dres, moved to Indianapolis in 2011 so 
Jordan could train at the Diving Na-
tional Training Centre at IUPUI and in 
2012, Jordan, and the age of 12 became 
the youngest diver to qualify for the 
USA Diving Olympic Team Trials in the 
men's 10 meter platform synchronized 
event.  

Jordan, now 14, is the youngest mem-
ber of the 2013 USA Diving National 
Team. He will be representing the 
United States and competed in the Div-
ing Grand Prix. 

Greg Louganis has been Jordan's diving 
mentor his entire career and he and 
Jordan appeared together on the Disney 
Channel's Getcha Head in the Game.  

Jerry and Jordan published their first 
children's book entitled, An Orphan No 
More…the true story of a boy. 

It is a story that embraces diversity and 
family and sets the stage for subsequent 
books in the series that will follow Jor-
dan's diving career. 

It is available on line at www.anorphan-
nomore.com   

You can learn even more about Jordan 
and follow him at his website, www.
jordanwindle.com 

That’s it for June. Have a nice pride (un-
less yours is past or in July or August) 
and send me your club news, events and 
photos by 12 June for the July edition. 
My e-mail is s6473775@yahoo.com

 

Saturday, June 1 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 

Sunday, June 2 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
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Guest
Comment

By Billy Glover / Gay Historian
(EDITOR’S NOTE—Billy Glover is a well-known and long-time gay and lesbian 
community historian and follower of trends in the community. This commentary — 
edited slightly for space — contains his views.)

I thought you might find my thoughts on this article in Imprimis of Hillsdale Col-
lege to a speech by the editor of First Things of interest.

The speech (quoted in the current issue of Imprimis) given at Hillsdale College by 
R. R. Reno, the editor of First Things, about religion and public life in America 
is a perfect example of why I feel religion is failing — even according to his own 
quoted statistics.

There is no need to use the examples of the men who bombed the Boston Mara-
thon to know the danger that Reno so proudly proclaims about religion: “a 
tremendous solidity born of a communion of wills fused together in obedience to 
God...gives people of faith the ability to fight with white fury for what they per-
ceive to be a divine cause.”  

I am not sure what he meant, but the danger of such thinking and “justification,” 
found in extremists — Muslim or Christian — is, to use his words, “a dangerous 
threat to social peace.”

I suggest Reno look at a documentary of the “Christians” of Little Rock on the day 
their high school was racially integrated and tell me that religion was a force for 
good. It wasn’t.

What Reno takes as bad p.r. is the truth of his report that religious people are 
viewed as “anti-science, anti-gay and anti-women” but he is wrong to think only 
“leftists” have this view of reality. He is wrong, too, to think that this view is likely 
to prevail only in the short run.

He does not seem to understand his belief is exactly like Muslims seeking our 
courts to allow them to use sharia law in their disagreements. This was illustrated 
by court cases such as one in St. Paul where the Lutheran Church was sued by a 
former teacher for disability and the courts said the law did not apply to religious 
institutions. In other words that St. Paul’s teaching that Christians should not 
bring their disputes before secular courts has in any way changed. That’s why the 
writer is wrong to ask for the special right for Catholic agencies to NOT comply 
with adoption laws.

He completely misunderstands and speaks falsely by implying that the founders 
of this nation did not seek a separation of church and state, meanwhile missing 
proof evidenced by the lack of any mention of God in the Constitution.

What most such thinkers can’t understand is that each individual has the right to 
his or her own beliefs, but does not have the right to force those beliefs on other 
citizens.   That educated people can believe that the sodomy laws, ended by the 
Lawrence vs Texas decision, should have been kept because of religious beliefs is 
proof that humans can hold opposing views at the same time, This is a fact and 
one I think Reno and others like him would immediately see if they were told that 
sharia (Islamic) laws should be the basis for our legal system.

Reno says that the Constitution prohibits laws establishing a religion and thus 
prevents the dominant religion from using political power to the disadvantage of 
others, yet he sees no problem with Mormons and other religious groups trying to 
force their beliefs about marriage on the citizens of California as they have done 
thus far with Prop 8. And they did so by using lies to deceive voters.

Reno admits that the number of citizens who claim no religious affiliation is 
growing, but yet he doesn’t seem to understand that it is this very bigotry and the 
evil of religious fanatics which I feel is causing people to reject all religion — or at 
least religious institutions.  

Again, he seems proud that as others reject religion in the public area, it is making 
many religious people more fanatic. He seems to think saying grace before eat-
ing makes Republicans better citizens than Democrats even if the latter DO good 
rather than make a show of their religion — not that everyone who says grace is a 
Republican, though that is his implication, not mine.

Considering the libertarian strain in the Republican Party, his words might not 
make some people happy. He says they want the government out of the business 

of deciding whose conscience is worth protecting. 

“This mentality seems to expand freedom, but that’s an illusion. In practice it will 
lead to diminished freedom, as is always the case with any thorough-going liber-
tarianism.”  

He seems to think that tyranny by religion is OK, but tyranny by the state is not... 
seeing somehow “This is why gay marriage, which is sold as an expansion of free-
dom, is in fact a profound threat to liberty.”  

He seems hung up on homosexuality, anyway, never understanding it as a civil 
rights issue. That makes his final ringing promise to his followers that, if they 
“hold tight,” their view of life God will prevail. It’s a view I see as a lie. 

Sadly, too, for his followers he misreads history as he misreads facts. Gay marriage 
is coming so he, like those preachers who each decade predict the endtimes and 
Christ’s return, will be exposed as a false prophet.

A final thought on religion that he does come close to understanding (and which 
he should be concerned about) is his misread of the importance of The New York 
Times or Harvard (versus Catholics or yeshivas in Brooklyn) is the statement “The 
Church did not need constitutional protections in order to take root in a hostile 
pagan culture two thousand years ago.”  If he has faith, then I ask why in such a 
faith are he and so many religious speakers crying wolf so often? Why are they all 
being such crybabies?

A clue to what might be a valid concern for us all is his pointing out the Arabic 
word dhimmi, meaning non-Muslim. He understands, I gather, that means the 
rest of us: atheist, Christian, Hindu etc., are allowed to survive only insofar as we 
accept Muslim dominance. Instead of following this warning, he swerves to saying 
the non-religious (the “Nones” in surveys) are making secularism the problem.

What even atheists can understand is that society will gain nothing if by control-
ling Christian dominance that act leaves a vacuum into which radical Islam can 
rush and fill. That is why our nation’s founders gave us a nation in which religion 
is protected from the government and citizens are protected from religion control-
ling the government
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Sheila's 
Column

By Sheila Suess Kennedy
Back in the heady early days of the women’s movement, activists fashioned a slogan: the 
personal is political. It was a rejoinder to those men and women who denied the political 
nature of social attitudes that kept women “in our place,” social attitudes that dictated 
“proper” and decidedly unequal feminine behaviours and occupations. That slogan is 
equally applicable to the struggle for gay and lesbian rights. 

When basketball player Jason Collins became the first major league athlete to come out, 
there was a predictable chorus from the anti-gay right: Who cares? Why do these gays 
insist upon flaunting their personal sexual “preferences”? We don’t announce our hetero-
sexuality so why do they insist on telling us about their homosexuality?   

Who cares? Obviously, they do. And why is it important that gay, lesbian, bi and trans 
people everywhere “announce” who they are? Because only by doing so — only by com-
ing out — have they been able to make progress toward civil equality.  Coming out has 
probably been the most successful political tactic in the history of civil rights.

It’s easy to demonise people you don’t know. When most people didn’t know that they 
knew gay people, the popular images of gays were of what a friend of mine calls “the 
feather-boa crowd” — cross-dressers in gay bars or limp-wristed, lisping stereotypes. (To 
the best of my recollection, there weren’t any stereotypes of lesbians. They were invis-
ible.) Whatever the image, those unknown gays were “other.” Not like us.

The coming out movement has changed that reality forever. When people realised that 
they had gay friends and relatives and co-workers, it became much harder to stereotype 
and hate. 

Coming out was an incredibly powerful, successful political tactic — and it worked. (It 
worked so well, in fact, that some atheist organisations are considering adopting it, athe-
ists having largely replaced gay and lesbian folks in most surveys as most distrusted and 
“un-American.”)

There is another reason to applaud Jason Collins’ revelation. It is impossible to separate 
homophobia from sexism. Men (and it is almost always men) who sneer at or denigrate 
gay males generally do so by investing them with feminine characteristics. The terminol-
ogy is telling: pansy, sissy, girly-boy. In my experience, most homophobes are also sexists 
who equate women with weakness and manliness with macho behaviour. When a 7-foot-
tall, aggressive, muscular sports star comes out, it makes it difficult to cling to the theory 
that gay means girly.

A number of columnists and sports writers are predicting that the Collins announcement 
— and the generally positive reaction to it from other sports figures — will open the last 
remaining closet door; the door that has hidden gays playing major-league sports. We 
can hope. There has been amazing progress toward equality for the community over the 
past couple of decades. I am absolutely convinced that the primary impetus for that pro-
gress was the courage of those thousands of individual gay men and lesbians who made 
the personal political by insisting on living authentic lives, by coming out. 

It’s easy to forget when you turn your television to Rachel Maddow and Anderson Coop-
er, when you watch a lesbian couple house-hunt on HGTV, when you read that ENDA is 
being re-introduced in Congress and the Supreme Court is on the verge of striking down 
DOMA, how hard it was for those who went before, and how much today’s gay commu-
nity owes to those first brave souls who made the personal political.  
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FRIDAY, SEPT. 6
6 P.M. - MIDNIGHT
PRIDE NIGHT IS A FUNDRAISER FOR THE GAY AND LESBIAN 

COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER CINCINNATI.
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Brought to you in part by these fine sponsors:
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We can help you check this off your bucket list!

We fly in Indianapolis and all surrounding areas.

We have Indiana’s only Easy Access Basket (with a door)

And we offer hotel pickup if needed.

$15 OFF
Per person. When mentioning this ad.

Visit www.InABalloon.com
for more information, pricing and booking a ride.

This “Easy Access Basket”  
has a door that makes it  
easy to get in and out.

Take a 
hot air balloon 

ride over Indiana

317.863.0318
tony@midwestballoonrides.com
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
If you have been following the business news of late, you’ll already know that sales of 
computers are, for the most part, falling. Apple seems to be the notable exception, but 
as a whole the sector, as they call it in the biz world, is seeing fewer and fewer comput-
ers being sold. This includes both the towers and laptops, which is, I suppose, why 
some readers have asked me, “Should I buy a new computer or laptop or is a tablet 
all I need now?” I will attempt to give an answer, but first let me say I have person-
ally crowded out my old laptop by not replacing it, while adding a new desktop and 
iPad both in the past 12 months. My reasons are simple: I need the desktop to do this 
and other layouts and I find what programmes are out there for tablets lack sufficient 
computing power for the job. I also find, even when I tried a friend’s keyboard, doing 
extensive writing on a tablet to be a challenge. 

But that’s me and that’s only my personal reply to those asking: laptop, desktop or tab-
let? It really depends a lot on what you are going to use it for, what you seek long-term 
and what you are used to. I find that I, along with many of my “older” friends have a 
tough time typing on an e-keyboard, which is what I call one which does not exist — 
save for on a screen. I grew up too many years ago to have ever learned to type with 
my thumbs, as my younger friends and partners who text a lot do, and I also find the 
size of my iPad too cumbersome to even try that, to be honest.

That said, I have always typed “hunt-and-peck” and that works just fine on the iPhone 
or iPad keyboard though it does get chuckles from my thumb-wielding friends. If you 
can ignore the detractors, I find it works great for a short text, note or e-mail though 
I’d not wish to do this column nor anything longer that way.

The above said, I find that I need to have both an iPad and a desktop computer with a 
real, honest-to-goodness keyboard, meaning what’s been crowded out of the equation 
is my laptop — a device which I no longer feel I even need to take on short or medium 
range trips. I do know many friends say they’d feel lost without a laptop but I am never 
sure if they are using it to fill the role of a needed piece of gear or a security blanket.

So on a more positive note what do the readers who asked me about a choice of equip-
ment need to consider?

First and foremost what they plan to use their device for. If they have a lot of typing to 
do, I and many others say they’d prefer the laptop or desktop with a real keyboard,  so 
that’s one issue. 

Another is how big do they need or want the screen to be. If an iPad or iPad mini (or 
for that matter, a smart phone or other tablet device) screen is adequate then there’s 
not much reason to buy, pay for, then ante up electric bills for a huge monitor which 
can’t be easily moved or even for a laptop with a 13-inch or larger screen. I always try 
and over-buy my screen size as I read a lot of newspapers at www.pressdisplay.com 
and other sites, but again it’s all up to the individual’s likes and eyes.

Next, practicality of the device needs considering. If you travel a great deal for work 
or pleasure, how much use will an iMac or other large desktop computer be? Same for 
those with multiple homes who can’t easily lug around a big hunk of kit. But on the 
other side of the coin, do you even need or want a laptop when these days most of us 
are doing e-mails, texts, instant messaging and surfing the web on our phones or pads? 

There’s also the issue of costs associated with mobile surfing and messaging. Recall 
last month’s column about phone firms throttling heavy data users or charging extra 
if you go over a basic package. If your hotel, coffee shop or 2nd home at the beach 
has WiFi, that’s fine, but remember that’s not always free either, especially if you lean 
toward classier hotels which tend to ask $6 to $14 a day for what’s often poor WiFi or 
have a monthly fee for that 2nd home’s dsl.

Also to consider is who will be using what you buy. A family can easily share a desktop 
computer so long as mom and dad make use of passwords to separate junior from 
their stock portfolios or racy content, but it’s harder to share a laptop and very prob-
lematic to co-use an iPhone, pad or tablet computer. If you think of it, this is some-
what like deciding if you need a car or a motorcycle. It’s easily possible to carry one 
passenger on the back of that Ninja with the driver, but for the most part motorcycles 
are solo vehicles and cars, SUVs and vans can carry a whole gaggle of folks and lug-
gage. Get the right device for the load it needs to carry!

Also, there’s the matter of price. Laptops and desktop computers have, for the most 
part (especially if you are pc and not Mac) come down considerably in recent years. 

You can get a more-than-adequate laptop for under $500 and a decent desktop for 
little more. While iPads are pricy, we have seen tablet computers (albeit of what we’d 
term dubious quality) for under $100 at some close-out stores. We admit a huge Apple 
bias and wouldn’t touch either a pc or Droid OS, but that’s mainly because our house 
has been Mac since I bought my first SE/30 in 1989, back when when most folks didn’t 
own a computer and no web existed save for what a spider put in the basement. 

Finally, please do not forget the “what if” factor whether you buy a computer, laptop or 
tablet. That’s “What if it breaks?” and “What if I drop it in water or it falls in the lake?” 
and “What if the battery quits” or “What if it just dies? What happens to my photos or 
data?” There are a lot of possible answers to any and all of these, and while I admit a 
huge laziness I urge you to consider them all. 

I happen to love Macs and i devices because purchasing AppleCare means I just show 
up at my local Apple store and they make it right. The new AppleCare+ goes even fur-
ther and covers two “incidents”. Even if my iPad falls in the pool at a hotel, the most 
I’ll pay in replacement for the life of the AppleCare+ is $49. Remember, too, who will 
be using what you buy. If you plan on a tablet for your child or phone for that careless 
husband then you better plan for at least one repair while you own the device. 

As Apple’s website says: “Every iPad comes with one year of hardware repair coverage 
through its limited warranty and up to 90 days of complimentary support. AppleCare+ 
for iPad extends your coverage to two years from the original purchase date of your 
iPad and adds up to two incidents of accidental damage coverage, each subject to a 
$49 service fee.”  I happen to think that’s an awesome deal. 

But some pc’s and devices without that Apple also offer great service and warranty 
repair or replacement. Best Buy has their Geek Squad and other firms and makers also 
offer extensions to warranties and replacements, as do some credit cards if you used 
them to charge that purchase so after care is not exclusive to Apple.

But this is a major “buyer beware!” area meaning you not only need to shop for the 
right device, but you need to look at the possibility that you may require help once 
you plunk down your cash in the first place. Get all the details in writing and then 
compare. Remember that even the fanciest sports car won’t look “cool” if it’s sitting in 
your garage and won’t start. The same can be said of that top-of-the-line iPad if your 
partner dropped it in the bath and you do not have insurance.

Also be aware that many resellers of gear either do not know or care enough to push 
insurance or protection plans so you must shop informed. A good friend recently 
replaced an iPhone from a major carrier’s store after his first fell into Eagle Creek 
reservoir. We ass-sumed he’d been sold AppleCare+, but he admitted not only had he 
not bought it, but the clerk didn’t offer it nor volunteer to help him transfer his data. 
He was blown away when we told him since it was an iPhone he’d drowned, he could 
have instead gone to the Apple store where they not only can do service and sales on 
any provider’s iPhone or pad, but staff will assist with data transfers. 

So there you have our long non-answer to the folks who wrote and asked “What should 
I buy?” Maybe there are more questions here than answers, but maybe, too I got you 
thinking. As always, questions and issues for the column are welcome via e-mail to 
ted@midwestword.com And happy pride!

A peek at Best Buy’s website shows just some of the myriad of choices, 
options and possibilities out there to please or confuse the average 
shopper. Knowing what to buy is vital before you start shopping.
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Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Medical 
Matters

To keep our lawyers happy, be advised that the recommendations 
which are contained in this column are suggestions, but are not to be 

taken as medical advice. Always consult your physician or a healthcare 
professional before taking any medications, undertaking any physical 

fitness or other exercise programme.

Ah, June at last! After a long, long Winter here in the Midwest the sun is shining and 
we have a myriad of excuses to get outside — from the many prides to Indianapolis’ 
recently-completed Cultural Trail to bike, run, skate or walk on to Summer beach time 
at Saugatuck or camping and bicycling events all over the region. 

But wait!

Are you ready to be outside in the heat and sunshine? I mean really ready?

After spending many months indoors, a lot of us are pale to say the least. Others are 
used to a few sips of water at the office water cooler plus a coffee or tea with breakfast 
and not a lot more liquid. And almost everyone has been indoors and not getting as 
much exercise as they’d like during these past chilly months. 

All of this means we have to get ready — mentally and physically — to be outdoors in 
the June, July and August heat and sunshine. Some things are obvious and some not 
so much so.

It’s pretty obvious, for example, that in Summer sunshine we need some protection. 
We won’t bore you with much of the technical talk of Langleys (Wikipedia defines 
one as “...a unit of energy distribution over area. It is used to measure solar radiation 
(or insolation). The unit was named after Samuel Pierpont Langley (1834-1906) in 
1947...”) but we will say that’s how scientists measure and know that the sun is way, 
way more intense in June and July — close to the Summer solstice — than it is at any 
other time of year. And that difference is huge — three and four times as much solar 
radiation reaches the northern hemisphere now as was the case around the first of the 
year

It’s also why we know we need to up our SPF, which stands for “sun protection factor”, 
when we shop for sunscreen or suntan lotion. While many think that a glowing tan 
is a symbol of health, to those in the know its a realistic indicator that as we all grow 
older what was tanned skin in our 20s becomes leatherette in our 40s and beyond, not 
to mention making those tanned bodies now prime candidates for developing skin 
cancers later.

Head to the drugstore and check out the sunscreen and suntan products aisle. Look 
for a really high SPF at the start of the Summer then you can back off a little bit if you 
want some colour as your skin’s own protection (which is what causes the “tan”) kicks 
in. Do keep in mind that blondes and light-skinned folks tend to burn the fastest (and 
often with devastating results) so limit that time in the sun — especially between 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m. when those Langleys are their highest and you will get the most direct 
solar rays.

Next, while shopping, consider the body parts you don’t often think of. That means 
a hat to keep your scalp from burning, applying suntan lotion to your forehead, the 
tips and lobes of your ears and back of your neck. And remember you can harm your 
vision in brought sunlight, too, so invest in a pair of decent sunglasses — not necessar-
ily one of the “in” brands, but a pair which screens out the harmful UV rays which can 
do permanent damage. And if you are going to be getting wet — at the pool, beach, 
lake or even under that backyard sprinkler — remember that sunscreen needs frequent 
reapplication to keep you protected.

But there’s more to think about before you head for that work out or cycle or visit a 
pride with friends. Temperature is a major factor, plus what in the old days was called 
the “temperature-humidity index” (now is known as the heat index) is foremost.

Take the temperature, add in the humidity and that’s what it will feel like outside to 
you and your body’s heat-relieving mechanism.

See, we all sweat as a way to beat the heat. Our bodies sweat to allow evaporation to 
cool our skin and allow the core of our bodies (heart, brain and other organs) to stay 
cool. Problem is, when the humidity rises and the dewpoint goes up, our bodies are 
less and less efficient. That means we sweat more and more but fail at keeping cool. 
Eventually, the whole system breaks down and then we start to see heat exhaustion 
and heat stroke — both medical emergencies worthy of 911 calls.

To help keep those from happening, watch a few numbers and listen to your body. 
The numbers are the heat index and the dewpoint. If the latter is under 60 most folks 
will feel and function just fine, but as it climbs more and more will “feel the heat” and 
that’s trouble for our bodies.

There’s also the issue of listening to your body — even before it “speaks.” That means 
staying hydrated with water, a sports drink or other non-alcoholic beverage and tak-
ing breaks in the shade or air conditioning if you begin to feel the heat. A note, too, 
about a recent change as it seems thoughts are shifting amongst some scientists about 
the value of beverages like colas, tea or coffee. Back in the day we were all told those 
“didn’t count” as beverages on hot days and fed theories that caffeine can open our 
bodies to more heat damage. Recently, however, a few studies say ANY liquid aside 
from alcohol works just as well as any other meaning we personally have returned to 
iced coffee and iced tea to stay hydrated in Summers. While the jury’s most definitely 
still out, judge for yourself, but whatever you are drinking (no, no not booze) increase 
your intake in the Summer and when the temperature is forecast to be hot. And do not 
be dishonest — if you get too hot or feel yourself overheating, take a break, get in the 
shade or air conditioner or even call it a day no matter what your friends and play-
mates might say. Safety first.

Finally, watch what you wear! We gays seem to be intent on fashion, not form, and 
on sultry days that can lead to danger. White or light-coloured clothing reflects more 
sunlight (again, those Langleys) and keeps us cooler. Ever wonder why pro tennis play-
ers, for instance, like white shorts and tops? Tight clothing, no matter what the maker 
seems to imply will not be as cool as light, loose fitting garb. Those spandex bike 
shorts may look sexy as hell, but to go the distance pick the baggier ones and don’t 
forget if you go out in just a tank top or cut-offs to put a high SPF lotion on your arms, 
shoulders or other exposed skin.

So there you have it, aside from us giving the usual warning to contact your doctor for 
a physical before you start any fitness programme — especially in the heat — and to 
drink and eat properly balanced, low-calorie meals.

Have a great Summer and see you at pride!

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net
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May 18, 2013  *  Noon - 9pm   

 Downtown Springfield 

 On capitol between 4th & 6th 

 

 

Event Organized By 

* Food * Drinks * Vendors & Exhibitors*              
* Kids Area * Live Music * 2 Stages *  

PrideFest Stage      Stage 2 

Capital City Men’s Chorus   Jen Norman  

Josie Lowder Band    Hedwig & The Angry Inch 

Drag Race Winners    Ben Bedford 

11th Hour Band     Carla Sloan 

Cheri Gilham     Alyssa Furling 

Hurricane Ruth     Summer Osborne 

Karaoke Competition 

 

SPECIAL GUESTS -  

         7:30-9pm 

More photos On The Next Two 
Pages!
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Springfield 
Kicks Off 
Pride 
Season In 
The Shadow 
Of The 
Capitol!



      The Word  June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 51 

Word Photos By 

Ted Fleischaker 

& Lee Densmore



Page 52       The Word   June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 53 

INDIANAPOLIS—With more than a quarter of participating restaurants reporting 
their 25th April sales as of presstime, The Damien Centre was already at 65% of its 
fundraising goal for the 19th Annual Dining Out for Life Indianapolis. In addition 
to funds raised from restaurant sales a portion of funds also comes from individual 
donations collected at participating restaurants by volunteer ambassadors. This year, 
ambassadors raised more than $23,000 which is a 32% increase over 2012 as the event 
looks well on its way to acing all past records. Dine Out, Party On, the official after 
party of Dining Out for Life, was also a success, raising additional funds through a 
down-and-dirty Drag Queen Gong Show hosted by Asia LaBouche and Vicki St. James, 
the Damien Centre told The Word.

“With the support of generous sponsors, volunteer ambassadors and thousands of indi-
viduals who dined out for life, this year’s Dining Out for Life has already proved to be 
a major success! Locally, The Damien Centre is grateful for the support of numerous 
sponsors, including Event Presenting Sponsor Hoosier Park Racing and Casino, along 
with Entercom Indianapolis, WTHR Channel 13, Talbott Street, GayIndy.com, Just 
Pop In!, Jockamo Upper Crust Pizza, Printing Partners, NUVO, The Westin Indianapo-
lis, Ketel One, Indy’s i94, Indianapolis Monthly, The Word and Indy Pride. Subaru is the 
proud Host Sponsor of Dining Out for Life. 

“The Damien Centre also thanks its participating restaurants. Each restaurant gave 
25%, 50% or 100% of their entire day’s sales 25th April to fight AIDS. This year, seven 
restaurants donated a generous 50% back to The Damien Centre: The Greek Islands 
Restaurant, Downtown Olly’s, Santorini Greek Kitchen, The Pita Pit, Punch Burger, 
Forty Five Degrees and Yogulatte. Red Lion Grog House returned as a Champion 

Packed Restaurants As Annual Dining 
Out For Life Looks To Ace Records

Restaurant, donating a full 100% of the day’s sales to the local fight against HIV and 
AIDS,” Kimberly Coon, Damien Development assistant noted.

Dining Out for Life takes place not only in Indianapolis, but is an international event 
in 60 cities with more than 3,000 participating restaurants, collectively raising more 
than $4 million each year to support local HIV/AIDS programming. 

Funds raised locally stay right here in Indianapolis to support programmes and servic-
es offered by The Damien Centre, including free and confidential HIV and STD testing, 
medical and non-medical case management, a food pantry, housing, mental health and 
substance abuse counselling, an on-site medical clinic and financial assistance. 

“The Damien Centre’s services are always free to the community, so fundraisers like 
Dining Out for Life are critically important to making our mission a reality. That mis-
sion is to assist persons in Central Indiana affected by HIV/AIDS to move forward each 
day with dignity, and to lead the fight to prevent the spread of HIV,” Coon noted.

By the way, if you missed this year’s event or are already planning for next get 24th 
April 2014 on your calendar for the 20th Annual Dining Out for Life Indy! 

In the meantime, look for The Damien Centre at the upcoming Circle City IN Pride 
Festival. They’ll have a float in the Saturday morning parade and a booth in the health 
fair. 

“Stop by to get info about testing and other services, spin our prize wheel and enter to 
win ticket to this year’s Grande Masquerade: Disco Ball,” Coon said.

BLOOMINGTON, Indiana—The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force has issued 
guidelines calling for clinicians to screen people ages 15 to 65 for HIV infection. This 
is a Grade A recommendation, which means that health insurers will likely approve 
and pay for the tests when ordered, but Indiana University health policy expert Beth 
Meyerson, who is studying health system expansion focused on HIV testing says not so 
fast — to get a test paid for the person being tested has to find a location offering one. 

Meyerson, at the Indiana University School of Public Health-Bloomington, said the 
new screening guidelines by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force represent an 
important shift in HIV testing and will result in more HIV screenings because they will 
now be reimbursable. But the availability of the tests remains a big unknown.     

“We do not know enough about clinician behaviour, whether and how they offer the 
HIV test,” Meyerson said. “There have been a few studies, and the results have been 
discouraging. Today’s final guidelines, paired with CDC’s 2006 recommendations to 
offer routine HIV testing in clinical settings, is an important step toward encouraging 
clinician engagement with patients to offer the test.” 

However, clinical access to HIV testing is not enough, she said. 

“If we are going to meet the National HIV/AIDS Strategy goals of reducing annual HIV 
infections by 25 percent and increasing the number of people who know their status to 
90 percent by 2015, we are going to need to expand non-clinical options for HIV test-
ing nationwide,” she said, noting that Florida has opted out of expanding Medicaid. 

 “Therefore, their populations will not have access to clinical venues for routine test-
ing. These areas are also starved of public resources for safety net and public health 
providers. So they are left without resources and, as we would expect, test for HIV 
much later than others -- meaning they are sicker when they learn of their HIV status 
and they have unknowingly infected the people they love.” 

 Meyerson and colleagues are conducting research to get a better understanding of 
whether and how Indiana Community Health Centres and their clinicians offer HIV, 
STD and hepatitis services (including testing) to their patients. She also is leading a 

Access To HIV Testing Remains An 
Issue Indiana University Expert Says

multistate team that is examining the possibility of pharmacies serving a key role in 
offering HIV testing. 

“The pharmacy system is evolving into an effective public health environment,” she 
said. “Pharmacists are showing some interest in HIV testing. Can this be a system 
innovation? Maybe. Pharmacies are ubiquitous, pharmacists are trusted and the set-

tings are de-stigmatizing in many 
ways. Plus, they are accessible 
24/7 in some cases.” 

The draft recommendation calls 
for one-time screenings of adoles-
cents and adults with follow-up 
screenings determined by risk 
factors for contracting HIV. Some 
people might warrant screenings 
at least annually, while others 
might not require any more 
screenings. 

The recommendation calls for all 
pregnant women to be screened. 
People younger than 15 and older 
than 65 also should be screened 
if they are at an increased risk for 
infection. 

The Affordable Care Act already 
mandates that HIV testing, 
along with many other preven-
tive health services, be available 

without cost or co-pay, Meyerson said, but the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
recommendation seals the deal. “We just need to be sure clinicians offer the test,” she 
concluded.
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
INDIANAPOLIS—There’s a lot going on in the food scene so rather than just one 
review here are some bits and bobs...

First off, hurrah for the opening of PEARings which took place 9th May. PEARings 
is long-time downtown resident Matt Meinema’s new “frozen yoghurt & beyond” 
shop now open at 6 West Washington Street in between T-Mobile and Rock Bottom 
in the heart of downtown. We had a recent breakfast just before he cut the ribbon 
with Meinema and he said he has no fear of the current yoghurt sellers downtown 
because he will offer a premium product and accompany it by a whole lot more than 
just coffee. He also is open longer hours and as he noted, it’s all about location and 
his is just a block from the Circle.

“In the mornings we have a hot oatmeal bar with three different hot cereals, and we 
offer breakfast crepes as well as sweet crepes throughout the day.  We have a grab-
and-go lunch as well as coffees and espresso plus smoothies,” he noted, adding that 
seating for 50 inside his modern and very artistic facility and 20 in the sidewalk cafe 
will go a long way toward guaranteeing customers a place to relax, surf the net via 
free WiFi and more in the heart of the city.

PEARings also is banking on long hours — starting weekdays at 7 a.m. and Satur-
days at 8 a.m. Nightly last call will be at 11 and the owner noted he does plan to be 
open Sunday afternoon hours (noon to 9 p.m.) as well. It’s a place much of the com-
munity (as well as hotel guests and downtown residents) will for sure wish to beat a 
path to on a regular basis.

Also downtown in the bits & bites department...we can confirm the demise (again) of 
the Bar at the Ambassador at 9th and Pennsylvania. The place has now opened and 
shut under several different operators three times. No word on who will try it next... 
Meanwhile over on the canal, where The Left Bank went to the wall in October 2011, 
their old space in the Cosmopolitan has opened as a 2nd branch of the wonderful 
Fresco. Fresco, as readers may recall, is the Italian Beef specialist located in Locker-
bie Square on the patio side of O’Malia’s. Started by a gentleman with a recipe and 
dream, and his sons, dad has now retired to Kentucky Lake and the sons are continu-
ing his delicious food. The 2nd location opened a few days ago, so on the next sunny 
day head down the canal and enjoy lunch or a drink (They will be having wine and 
beer.) — and be sure to ask for yours “wet”!

And finally, this reviewer always worries about changes in any long-time fave venue 
which is why we will be curious to go back to our haunt at the Indiana State Mu-
seum’s L.S. Ayres Tea Room. This is what we were sent by the museum’s press office 
that has us worried (hopefully needlessly)...

“Dining is going to become a new experience at the Indiana State Museum. Visitors 
have asked for more local food offerings and the chance to host more special events 
inside the historic L.S. Ayres Tea Room. This Spring, they’ll get both.

“Indiana State Museum has turned to Indianapolis’ Kahn’s Catering to transform the 
Canal Café and Terrace from a traditional cafeteria-style restaurant to a farmers mar-
ket experience filled with healthy, fresh options — from made-from-scratch soups 
and fresh salads to gourmet sandwiches.

“As part of those changes, the L.S. Ayres Tea Room — a re-creation of the beloved 
restaurant inside the former downtown L.S. Ayres department store — will tempo-
rarily close through 12th May for minor renovations. A result of increased demand 
from the public, the room will move from walk-in dining to more programming, 
room rental and nostalgic ‘high tea’ experiences. While Kahn’s is fine-tuning the 
menu, it will still include long-time favourites, such as chicken velvet soup, pot pie 
and chicken salad.

“The Tea Room also will be available by reservation for groups of 20 or more, and 
for private functions with groups of 20 to 65 with rental fee. While the Tea Room will 
look similar, visitors will see a few changes from new paint to new photographs on 
the walls and artifacts from the original Tea Room, which opened in 1905.”

Tune in next month and see what this reviewer has to say. Meanwhile I bought a 
copy of the Ayres Tea Room cookbook at the museum shop and will be fine-tuning 
my Chicken Velvet Soup skills. Happy pride and look for us in June at Chambers 
Smorgasboard in Spencer. It’s a must-do lunch when attending Spencer Pride which 
The Word crew will be doing Saturday 1st June!

Ah, June....pride month... though from what we pussies have heard and been told, 
and seen with our own beady eyes there are a lotta folks here in the Midwest who 
do not have as much to be proud about as they think they do. First off, there’s the 
dude who showed up at one of Indy’s gay restaurants and said in way more than 
a stage whisper what he wanted to do with a member of the restaurant’s staff. 
Despite being declined politely, we hear tell he persisted and even invited said staffer 
to “join me in the restroom” — an offer which was also roundly declined. The guy did 
get to finish his meal and drinks and leave (though we heard tell no tip was amongst 
what was left) but he was lucky. The waiter told these pussies that he was unaware 
until after it all happened (in fact the next day) that management said he could have 
and should have told the guy he was not only not being served but to hit the pavement. 
These cats’ advice is always be polite and no matter how difficult you find this to be-
lieve, not everyone will be turned on by you — especially if you are rude and wasted or 
just rude or just wasted... And speaking of wasted, these cats hear tell that a cer-
tain former employee of one Midwest bar loves to call and text his former boss 
every time he’s had a snout full --- and the boss doesn’t appreciate it one bit. Our 
advice to said ex employee is there is a reason you are now an “ex” so take that and 
move on or else the former boss might just decide the next time you ruin his beauty 
sleep at 2.30 or 3 a.m. to report it to the police or his lawyer as what it is: harassment. 
Afterall, you are stupid enough to always sign your texts or leave your number which 
means it won’t take much rocket science to find out who’s the guilty party, now will 
it?... Speaking of guilty, we won’t identify the guilty party who these cats hear 
tell have the Louisville club community all in an uproar, but we will say we have 
been told on very good authority that a major club from another city has bought 
a building in the Derby City which they are remodelling and plan to open as a 
major new dance club “by Fall.” We will be looking for more details, but meanwhile 
we will say our rumour mill tells us it’s gonna set the town on its ear and already has 
some other club owners running real, real scared. Look out Louisville!... Speaking of 
looking out, we hear tell in Indianapolis that Bry at English Ivy’s is on the look-
out for a guy named Dillon who not only was (we’re told) a really rude customer, 
but who walked out at the end of his drinks leaving $24 on the table for a bill 
that was $24.83. If Dillon (who claimed to be working for a different bar in town --- a 
fact we pussies have been unable to verify) ever shows back up we hear tell he’s gettin’ 
asked for that missing 83¢ (never mind a tip which he also did not leave) and being 
given the bum’s rush to the nearest exit ‘cause he ain’t welcome back! Remember, la-
dies and gentlemen, act polite and always, always tip your waiter ‘cause they do bring 
your food and drinks you know!... Speaking of being polite, we were because we 
did not go confront one of the town’s best-known dope pushers about all the evil 
this person does when we were out the other day. We picked this person out with 
no assistance as he/she was leaving the scene of one of many crimes. Perhaps nobody’s 
yet told this individual that handing out prescription pills to “friends” so they can 
wash ‘em down with wine and get all stupid is not only a poor idea, but is illegal, huh? 
... Speaking of illegal, we’d be in breach of all sorts of laws were we to report in 
detail at this juncture on an incident that has the whole town talking, so we shall 
suffice to say our owner has never (ever) been grabbed before by the arm when 
he hit one of the gay businesses and told in such a loud voice news that was this 
juicy. What we can say is we hear the person involved was (at last report) banned from 
not one but two of the town’s businesses and might well be spending a lot (a whole lot) 
of time as a guest of the government. More details when things get just a bit clearer 
but till then that’s all we pussies will say. Looks like cat’s got our tongues, huh?... 
Speaking of cats having tongues, we’d like to stick ours right out to Word helper 
extraordinaire Lee and his partner Tom who just both got new vehicles. We’d like 
something a bit more glamourous than our Nissan Cube to be shuttled to and from 
the vet’s office in, so come on owners, look at what Tom and Lee got and let’s trade up! 
Speaking of Lee, a big congrats to his “day job” for making him full time. He’s really 
a hard-working boy so glad to see such effort rewarded... And speaking of effort, we 
make one, but some folks (one in Anderson, this is for you!) still do not quite 
seem to understand that if you post something on Facebook or Twitter those are 
called social networks because other folks can comment. If you do not want com-
ments, do not post. Simple as that. If you are gonna get all snarky when you do post 
and folks do not agree with you, then perhaps (ahem) you need a serious rethink. That 
said, our owners took their comments down, but next time remember just because 
you run something up the flagpole, does not obligate others to salute! On that note we 
shall say happy pride to those who celebrate in June and we’re sad prides are in Sum-
mer as it’s always too hot for we cats to attend though we welcome your news at cats@
midwestword.com



      The Word  June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 55 



Page 56       The Word   June / Pride  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com


