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Prides!
Springfield, Ill. Starts Season 
18th May; Spencer, Dayton & 
Davenport Aren’t Far Behind

Hoosier Couple Weds
WASHINGTON, 
D.C.—The best way 
to show how vital gay 
marriage is would be 
to have one and that’s 
just what Amy Cramp-
ton, left, and Tonya 
Agnew  from Lafayette 
did on the edge of the 
Capitol grounds di-
rectly across from the 
Supreme Court 27th 
March, during gay 
marriage arguments 
inside. The wedding 
was covered by a 
dozen different media 
outlets including BBC,  
Australia’s ABC TV 
and The Washington 
Post. See Rick Sut-
ton’s column on Page 
4 to read more about 
the events in D.C. and 
see Pages 42 & 43 for 
more of his photos 
from this historic day 
on which the court 
discussed our relation-
ships’ legal standing. 

While it seems like we just shovelled the last of the Winter snows (We actually did!) the 
first prides of Summer 2013 are on the books and just days away as Springfield, Illinois 
will lead off the “pride season” Saturday 18th May, followed two weeks later by prides 
in Dayton, Spencer and Davenport.

As always, The Word will have a full Inside Pride guide next month (June’s papers will 
be out early on 24th May) but Springfield and Spencer can’t wait, so we’ll tell you 
about Springfield in this article and if you turn to pages eight and nine you’ll find out 
all about the smallest town anywhere in the whole United States with their very own 
pride — Spencer, Indiana!

Meanwhile Springfield has a lot going on pride weekend including an art and wine fest 
and the first farmers’ market of the season.

In Springfield, The Phoenix Centre is host for the 3rd Annual Springfield PrideFest Sat-
urday 18th May from noon to 9 p.m. right in the shadow of the Illinois State Capital 
on Capitol Avenue between 4th and 6th streets in downtown Springfield. This year’s 
festival will feature an expanded kids area and two stages of live entertainment with 
special musical group Jayne Bond and the Pink Martinis. 

“Last year, Springfield PrideFest grew with additional space and hours,” Jonna Cooley, 
co-chairman for the Springfield PrideFest and Executive Director of The Phoenix Cen-
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Buckeye 
Briefs

DAYTON CHORUS TO TURN IT UP

The Dayton Gay Men’s Chorus will once 
again be filling the stage at the Victoria 
Theatre for their 1st June concert, 
“Turn it UP!”, which will celebrate the 
DGMC’s ten year anniversary of choral 
performance in the Greater Miami Valley.  
This year’s concert features audience and 
chorus favourites from the past ten years, 
as well as new compositions which have 
been specifically commissioned for Gay 
Men’s Choruses across the country.

DGMC Artistic Director, Jason Coatney-
Schuler, has woven a thought-provoking 
historical tapestry which takes the 
audience on a journey from the chorus’s 
appearance on the stairs of the Schuster 
Centre, when it opened its doors ten years 
ago, into the world of Broadway, Cole 
Porter, Queen, Village People and ABBA.

“Turn it UP!” completes the DGMC’s 
2012-2013 season, “TEN: Then and Now”, 
and promises to entertain, inspire, and 
“rock” the audience of all generations. 
Board President David Moyer applauds 
the chorus and its director for celebrating 
not only their past success, but also 
projecting a compelling future.  “Jason 
continues to lead the chorus to new levels 
of choral excellence. No emotion will be 
left untouched for this special concert as 
the chorus soothes the soul, then rocks 
the house!” This will also be Dayton’s 
first chance to “glimpse” what the DGMC 
has in store for their 2013-2014 season 
including the commission of a world 
premiere choral work.

The Dayton Gay Men’s Chorus Spring 
Concert “Turn it UP!”, Saturday 1 June 
at 8 p.m. in the Victoria Theatre, 138 N 
Main Street, downtown.
Tickets may be purchased online through 
www.ticketcenterstage.com or from any 
Chorus member. General Admission is 
$20 in advance or $25 at the door.

AIDS RESOURCE CENTRE GOES  
MOBILE WITH APP

Increasing rates of new HIV infection 
among youth in Ohio have prompted 
statewide AIDS service organization 
AIDS Resource Centre Ohio to launch a 
mobile app to assess sexual health risk. 
After users answer three questions they 
receive a real-time assessment of behav-
iours known to transmit HIV and other 
Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) and 
recommendations for testing. 

Designed for both iPhone and Android 
smartphones, the app provides informa-
tion on how to prevent HIV and STI 

infections as well locations in Ohio where 
free HIV testing and condoms are avail-
able. Information about HIV treatment, 
care and resources such as case manage-
ment is also available.

The highest rates of new infections in 
Ohio continue to be found in youth ages 
13 to 24. The app has been designed to 

ensure that HIV/STI risk information is 
readily available in a format that is acces-
sible to an increasing number of mobile 
phone users. Consumers use mobile apps 
six times more than websites and two-
thirds of young adults between the ages 
of 18 and 29 have smartphones. The need 
for HIV/AIDS prevention and education 

to move to this format is driven by an 
attempt to remain relevant in an increas-
ingly technology-driven landscape. 

According to the Ohio Department of 
Health, in 2011 over 39,000 young adults 
between the ages of 15 and 24 were diag-
nosed with chlamydia alone.
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist
Please Continue On Page 22

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2013 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               

June / Pride Edition
Deadline

™

Tuesday 14th May
Papers On Street:  
Friday 24th May
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Serving OUR Community  
With Legal Services  
For YOUR Unique Needs 
 

 www.bjbairdlaw.com 
bjbaird@bjbairdlaw.com 

 

317.637.2345 

445 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA STREET,  SUITE 401   INDIANAPOLIS, IN  46204 

MINNESOTA BUSINESSES SPEAK OUT

On 11th April 26 prominent Minnesota business leaders penned a letter to Gov. Mark 
Dayton and legislative leaders which seeks full marriage equality for their state. The 
letter stated: “As Minnesota business people, we strongly believe that it is in our state’s 
long-term best interests for the legislature to ensure that all Minnesotans have the 
same freedom to marry the person they love by approving full marriage equality in 
2013. Supporting the freedom to marry is the right thing to do. It also is smart busi-
ness.”  

(Full copy of the letter is here: http://mnunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/
Business-Letter-04112013-Final.pdf)

The letter was signed by some of the state’s largest corporations’ CEOs including Wil-
liam Pholad of the Minnesota Twins organisation, Doug Spong of Carmichael Lynch 
Public Relations and Honeywell retired chief Charles M. Denny Jr.

The letter was orchestrated by Minnesotans United, the unified entity which success-
fully fought the 2012 Minnesota referendum and which strives for full marriage equal-
ity in the current legislative session.

“Marriage inequality makes some of our citizens second-class citizens,” the letter 
proclaimed. The letter notes that many progressive employers adopt lesbian, gay, bi 
and trans-friendly workplace policies. “Turnover and a loss of productivity are two of 
the consequences which come when some employees are denied rights that most of us 
take for granted, including family issues and end-of-life decisions among many others. 
Workplace policies aren’t a replacement for equal rights under the law.”(Emphasis added)

The letter was released as part of a strategic initiative designed to sway Minnesota’s 
legislature to adopt full marriage equality this year. The state narrowly defeated a No-
vember 2012 marriage referendum that would’ve constitutionally barred same-gender 
marriages. Three other states (Maryland, Maine and Washington) adopted more ag-
gressive same-gender marriage referenda last November, the most-sweeping victory on 
the issue since debate began. 
Minnesota’s legislature was poised to consider a full-marriage bill at presstime. Its 
progress will be documented here in future editions.

ILLINOIS INCHES TOWARD FULL MARRIAGE

By the time you read this, Illinois’ fate with full marriage rights could be known. Its 
legislature was debating a full marriage bill at presstime. Illinois adopted civil unions 
just a couple of years ago and that was enough momentum to fuel the recent full-mar-
riage drive. Equality groups have been working via phone banks and direct lobbying to 
push for passage of the marriage legislation.

If Illinois adopts full marriage rights, almost one-third of Indiana’s population will 
be within commuting distance of that status. At such an occurrence, it’s likely that a 
map’s bold black line which separates our states will be meaningless. And when (not if) 
that happens the economic impact will be palpable. Follow along:

If you work at Company A, located in Indiana, but can travel 45 minutes or less to a 
home where marriage is a legal status — does a state line hinder your domicile deci-
sion? Long-established Hoosier gay couples may not make an immediate move, but 
as time marches on those Hoosier gay and lesbian workers would be well-advised to 
choose a home based not just on affordability, but perhaps on basic civil rights.  

Pending before the Internal Revenue Service is rule-making which would, if adopted, 
allow lesbian, gay, bi & trans couples in states with full marriage rights to file their 
federal tax returns just like our parents have forever.

Beat that with a stick.

AND SPEAKING OF TAXES

That obnoxious but unrelenting 15th of April deadline rolls around each year with 
increasing body-slams to the lesbian, gay, bi & trans community. The Human Rights 
Campaign reports that gay families receive unequal treatment in the federal tax code, 
as well as numerous related rules which impact our lives. For instance: IF you receive 
domestic partner health insurance benefits from a spouse’s employer the cost of those 
extra benefits are taxed as income to the employee. One estimate has this rule benefit-
ting the federal treasury by almost one billion dollars annually.   

And should the gay or lesbian employee lose his / her job in most cases COBRA ben-
efits are not available to the spouse. If you’re a military spouse — Don’t-Ask-Don’t-Tell 
repeal or not — multiple benefits are still unavailable or difficult to get.    

Already, Social Security benefits are not available to same-sex spouses — although the 
dramatic case of Edie Winslow at the U.S. Supreme Court last month might alter that.



      The Word  May  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 5 

(800) 526-7223
HoosierPark.com

THE SUMMER'S GREATEST HITS 
AT THE AREA'S HOTTEST VENUE!
THE SUMMER'S GREATEST HITS  

AT THE AREA'S HOTTEST VENUE!
Hoosier Park’s 2013 Outdoor Music Center Line-up

Huey Lewis & The News
SATURDAY, JUNE 8

B-52s & The Go-Go's
SATURDAY, JUNE 29

The Beach Boys
FRIDAY, JULY 12

Willie Nelson & Family
SATURDAY, AUG. 31

or the Hoosier Park Box Office located in Shelby’s Gifts.

Tickets on sale now! Visit HoosierPark.com for more information.

Tickets available through ®  ticketmaster.com • (800) 745-3000

Visit hoosierpark.com for times and complete details. Registration  
and qualifications begin at 8 pm every Thursday. Competition starts at 
9 pm. $25 entry fee will apply to all qualifying participants. *Number 
of winners based on odds and participation. Complete rules available. 
Management reserves all rights. Must be 21 years or older to enter casino. 
Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

Live Auditions: Thursdays 
April 18, 25 and May 2 in the Terrace

Semi-Finals: Thursday, May 16

Grand Finale: Saturday, May 25

Hoosier Idol 
Presented by:

Win $2,500, 
a Performance Gig AND 

a Studio Recording Session

Proudly 
Presented By:

Presents:

MODERN
TRAILER SALESCONCERT SERIES

CONCERT SERIES

CONCERT SERIES
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www.SpencerPride.org 

Sponsored in part by: 

FREE ADMISSION   –   FREE ALL-DAY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
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This much fun wasn’t 
made in 7 days! 
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Small Town Has a LOT of Pride As 
Spencer Takes The Lead In Indiana
SPENCER, Ind.—The Census Bureau says this south central Indiana town has 2,293 
people living in it, but you can bet your last dollar that there will be at least that many 
coming out the first Saturday in June for what is Indiana’s, the Midwest’s and the 
whole nation’s smallest town to host a gay and lesbian pride.

As of presstime, plans are well underway for the 7th Annual Spencer Pride Festival in 
rural south central Indiana. It’s an event not only to show our pride, but to be proud 
of as organisers turn a lot of heads when they tell “big city” folks that this dot on the 
Hoosier map not only hosts a pride, but that the whole town and the surrounding area 
get involved without bigotry or regard to anyone’s sexuality.

This year’s festival, engineered and supported by Spencer Pride and sponsored, in part, 
by the White River Valley P-FLAG, will be held on Saturday 1st June from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on the courthouse square in beautiful downtown Spencer.   

But while Spencer Pride is centered in Owen County, its membership stems from 
many surrounding towns, cities and counties as well. 

“The 2012 Festival had a fantastic turnout,” Jonathan Balash, area resident and Presi-
dent of Spencer Pride noted, adding,  “Once again, Spencer has proven to be an open 
minded community with a rich sense of true American Values.”  Balash assisted in the 
development of the 2012 event that brought individuals from all over Indiana as well 
as nearby states to join in the fun.

The 2013 Spencer Pride Festival will feature an entire marketplace of vendors provid-
ing educational information, retail items, food and much more.  

Vendors set to take part in the 2013 festival (as of presstime) include the Owen County 
Library Book Mobile, Fair Talk, Visit Bloomington, The Word and the First United 
Church. Entire sections of the marketplace will be devoted to topics such as Health 
and Wellness, Animal Welfare, Local Artists and Craftsmen and more. “In keeping with 
our family-friendly focus, children will enjoy the return of the Spencer Pride bounce 
house, while their parents shop the marketplace,” Balash noted. 

This year’s festival will feature an exciting new event that the entire family will enjoy:  
free tours of the renovated Tivoli Theatre in downtown Spencer. The theatre, which 
is just steps from the heart of the Spencer Pride Festival, was originally built in 1928, 
closed in 1999 and reopened this year after a full restoration. Spencer Pride organisers 
told The Word that they are very excited to be able to include tours of the Tivoli every 
half hour during the 2013 event.

Families will also take pleasure watching the line-up of all-day entertainment, which 
includes crowd favourites Amanda Biggs and the Quarryland Men’s Chorus, plus the 
now-famous Spencer Pride Drag Show headlined and coordinated by Vicki Lane.  

Performing for the first time at Spencer Pride this year will be the Different Drummer 
Belly Dancers, Bruce Peyton with Tyra Jukes and several other local performers in a 
variety of variety of genres.  

As always, the Spencer Pride Festival and the entire line-up of live entertainment are 
free and open to the public and the event is billed as “completely family-friendly” so 
proud folks of any age are welcome.

Spencer is easy to get to and is just one hour south of Indianapolis and 30 minutes 
west of Bloomington. From Indianapolis, the easiest (though not the most direct 
route) is to take I-70 west to the Cloverdale (U.S. 231) Exit and follow 231 south to 
Spencer. You could also take Indiana Route 67 (Kentucky Avenue) southwest from 
downtown Indianapolis to Spencer directly, but there are a lot of stoplights. 

Once you arrive you’ll find out why Spencer Pride is called “the biggest little lesbian, 
gay, bi, trans, questioning and allies Pride festival in the Midwest.”

For more information about the 2013 Spencer Pride Festival, please visit www.Spen-
cerPride.org on the web or send questions via e-mail to info@SpencerPride.org

* Spencer

Organizations interested in participating in the 2013 Spencer Pride Festival can still 
sign-up for vendor space and sponsorships. Vendors will be given a canopy, one table, 
and two chairs free with their booth space.

Vendor registration is only $20 for not-for-profit organisations and $30 for for-profit 

groups. This fee includes booth space, a canopy, table and two chairs. Additional 
tables, as well as water and electric hook-ups are available for additional fees. 

Local sponsorships start at just $50 at the Bronze Sponsorship Level. All Sponsors 
receive a complimentary booth space. 

Sponsorship is not limited to businesses, either. Individuals may also be sponsors of 
the festival by signing up online or sending a cheque to Spencer Pride, P.O. Box 585, 
Spencer, Indiana 47460.

Sign up now by visiting www.SpencerPride.org and selecting SPF7 Participation 
Portal.

Anyone without internet access or with any questions can ring 812/821.3073.
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When It Comes To 
Downtown Living 

We Got All The Bases 
Covered!

*Hardwood floors,
*16ft. ceilings
*2 Blocks To Circle Centre
*1 Block To Lilly
*Supermarket Within 1 Mile
*Easy Interstate Access
*Free Indoor Parking Included

Rents From Just 
$775-$1800 Monthly

Immediate Occupancy!

A Taste Of Manhattan In 
Downtown Indianapolis!

Call 
800.849.4853

If one of your worries is whether you’re investing 
at the right time, it shouldn’t be. By investing a set 
amount of money regularly, you establish a simple 
routine that can help make your financial goals a 
reality. 

In addition, investing regularly can help:

•	Make it possible to use market fluctuations  
to your advantage 

•	Add potential growth and diversification to  
your portfolio

•	Keep your long-term financial goals in focus

Call or visit your local Edward Jones 
financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

SYS-1849A-A-AD

Investing a set amount of money on a regular basis does not ensure a 
profit and does not protect against loss in declining markets. Such a 
plan involves continual investment in securities regardless of fluctuating 
price levels of such securities. You should consider your financial ability 
to continue the purchases through periods of low price levels.

Won’t Be Off
Your Timing

When You Invest Regularly.

Michael E Wright, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

6925 E 96th Street
Suite 265
Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-9563

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
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Bring your BFF to St. Louis for a weekend of pitching, catching and people watching at 
beautiful Busch Stadium.  You’ll be minutes from the hottest clubs in Soulard, the Grove and the 
CWE.  Come see why The Advocate called St. Louis “…the LGBT beacon of the Midwest.”

Check out our impressive packages at explorestlouis.com/LGBT

are a girl's best friend



Page 12       The Word   May  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  May  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 13 



Page 14       The Word   May  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  May  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 15 



Page 16       The Word   May  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

BLOMINGTON, Ind.— It’s that most awaited time as the 8th Annual 
Kinsey Institute Juried Art Show opens at Indiana University 17th May.

One of the most talked-about events of the Summer in Bloomington 
is The Kinsey Institute Juried Art Show, which is held in the Grunwald 
Gallery on the Indiana University campus.  

Offered as part of the IU Summer Festival of the Arts, the Kinsey 
show features cutting-edge contemporary art by local, national and 
international artists.  

This year the Institute received a record number of entries, with 
submissions of more than 900 artworks addressing aspects of sex, 
gender, sexual orientation and identity, eroticism, reproduction, romantic 
relationships, the human figure and sexual health.   

Three jurors selected nearly 100 pieces for the show which will feature 
an exciting range of media — photography, painting, sculpture, drawing, 
textiles, an interactive web piece and video art.

This year’s show opens on Friday 17th May with a public reception from 
6 to 8 p.m. This is a free event and includes a catered buffet and cash bar.  

The Juried Art Show continues through Saturday 13th July. Gallery 
hours are noon to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays.  

A number of events are scheduled for the opening weekend of the 
show, 17th & 18th May:

It’s Time For Annual Juried Art 
Show @ Indiana’s Kinsey Institute

—An after-party following the Friday night reception will be held from 
8 to 11 p.m. at The Back Door, Bloomington’s newest downtown dance 
club/gay space. Admission is free, and drink specials will be available.

—On Saturday The Kinsey Institute (in Morrison Hall on the IU 
campus) will hold an open house from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. to give out-of-
town visitors the opportunity to learn more about this world-famous 
institute for sex research.  

Two exhibitions of artwork and other materials from the institute’s 
renowned collection will also be on display — Face Value: Portraits from 
The Kinsey Institute and Casual Encounters.  

—Following the open house, visitors will have the opportunity to 
attend a show & tell session with artists from the Kinsey Institute Juried 
Art Show.  

This event will take place from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. in Morrison Hall.  
—On Saturday night, the celebration continues with a performance by 

the Bloomington Burlesque Brigade, hosted by the Serendipity Martini 
Bar in downtown Bloomington.  

For more information about the show and the opening weekend events, 
visit www.kinseyinstitute.org or call 812/855.7686.  

The Grunwald Gallery is located at 1201 East 7th Street in Bloomington.
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(317) 656-7223
HPWinnersCircle.com

Details available. Admittance to the Triple Crown Club requires a two-drink minimum and business casual attire. Must be 18 years or older to enter. Management reserves all rights. Some programs subject to change.

Downtown Indy - Just one block from Monument Circle at 
20 N. Pennsylvania between Washington and Market Streets.

A Smokin’ Good Time!

The Triple Crown Club is open to all who enjoy both a bold and 
one-of-a-kind atmosphere where no apologies are needed -  

just a smokin’ good time.

Food, Friends, Fun, Horseplay...
A WINNING COMBINATION!

EVERY DAY | $3.00 20-ounce Featured Draft Beer of the Day
MONDAYS & TUESDAYS | $3.00 Well You-Call-Its
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS | $8.95 Buckets of Domestic Beers (3)
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS | $3.00 Bloody Mary Bar

NOW AVAILABLE! EXPRESS LUNCH BUFFET

DRINK
SPECIALS

Mondays through Fridays from 11 am to 2 pm • Only $9.95!
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Four
Our tax dollars are at stake in more ways than that:

FEDERAL CONTRACTS IN DISCRIMINATING STATES

A report commissioned by multiple advocacy groups indicates over $300 billion in fed-
eral money flows to contractors which are located in states which discriminate against 
gay, lesbian, bi & trans Americans. Of the 25 states in which businesses received $5 
billion or more in federal contracts, over 60% have zero workplace protections for gay, 
lesbian, bi & trans Americans. You can be fired for being gay in those states without 
harm to the employer.

So our tax dollars are funneled to companies who make widgets, airplanes, copiers, 
cars and materials for our federal government. The study’s sponsors have issued a 
public demand for President Obama to sign an executive order which encourages fed-
eral agencies to seek contractors in states where there is workplace protection. And for 
Congress to adopt a comprehensive Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA).

The study was commissioned by Out and Equal Workplace Advocates, Human Rights 
Campaign, the Centre for American Progress, Freedom to Work and the Movement 
Advancement Project.  

Those 15th of April calculations sting even more when we realise our federal dollars 
are actually used against us. But there is hope. President Obama’s recently-released 
draft federal budget proposed for the first time to extend domestic partner benefits to 
all federal employees.  

That budget also expanded funding for the Ryan White Care Act and proposed a 
brand-new $225 million programme to encourage education outlets to support gay, 
lesbian, bi & trans young people. That line-item is heavy on bullying prevention meas-
ures. And the proposed budget increases HIV/AIDS research by almost a half-billion 
dollars.

Sadly, the budget was declared “Dead on Arrival” by Capitol Hill Republicans and 
none of their alternative budget plans included the above-noted items.

TOP ATHLETES ENDORSE MARRIAGE EQUALITY

The strong effort to get full marriage equality in Illinois has gained two stellar en-
dorsements.

Hall of Fame athletes Richard Dent (Bears) and Ernie Banks (Cubs) have added their 
names to the growing list of straight allies who support marriage equality. They re-
leased a statement which speaks volumes about the push for marriage equality, too:

“In Illinois today, gay and lesbian couples who are in lifetime committed relationships 
do not have the freedom to marry. This violates our sense of fairness and respect. It 
also goes against the Golden Rule of treating others as you would like to be treated 
yourself.

“In sports, any time a player is not treated with fairness and respect, the game is di-
minished. Similarly, treating any group of people as second-class citizens hurts us all, 
because discrimination is wrong no matter whom the target is.”

That sums it up pretty well.

A DAY AT THE COURT

26th & 27th March were historic days for the community and memorable for me: I at-
tended multiple meetings of marriage activists and got to see the U.S. Supreme Court 
in action. I won’t ever forget it.

It was memorable not just because of the historic arguments made at the high court. 
The majesty of that proceeding is unmatched. But it was memorable for me because 
all marriage equality activist organisations worked together without regard for turf or 
who gets credit. In the uneasy world of gay politics that’s borderline amazing.

There were some miscues — one organisation had an intern who got into an ugly 
shoving match regarding transgender rally participants — but the overall tenor was 
cooperative, enthusiastic and hopeful.

I began the two-day stint at the Lutheran Church of the Reformed one block from the 
Supreme Court. There, an interfaith service at 7 a.m. was sold-out, and the emotion 
was raw. Attendees had an escorted march to front-and-centre on the steps of the Su-

preme Court. The afternoon was spent attending some alliance meetings and watching 
two lesbian friends from Lafayette get hitched on the Capitol lawn across the street 
from the Supreme Court with international press in attendance.

Wednesday was an amazing day at the Court. I was a witness to historical arguments.  
That afternoon planners of the two-day event organised Capitol Hill visits. One was 
with the legislative director for Sen. Joe Donnelly who promised to push hard for the 
senator’s conversion on the marriage equality issue.

One week later that happened.  

We’ll see how the court rules, likely in late June. The collegial attitude shared by 
normally-discordant gay, lesbian, bi & trans activists was an awesome sight. May that 
harmony sprout wings.

LEGISLATIVE RUNDOWN NEXT MONTH

As press deadlines loomed, Indiana’s legislature was two weeks from adjournment.  

 Illinois, Michigan and Ohio legislatures were still in session.  

I’ll review their legislative records in next month’s edition, with particular emphasis on 
gay, lesbian, bi & trans issues.
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Come Stay
Gay men and women find The 
Dunes Resort an ideal place to relax, 
unwind, and celebrate.
•	Rooms	offering	2	double	beds	to	king	suites
•	1	and	2	bedroom	Cottages,	some	with	
kitchens	and	hot	tubs.
•	Located	in	Saugatuck	Michigan,	one	of	the	
countries	most	gay	friendly	small	towns.
•	Minutes	from	the	beach	or	a	stroll	among	
shops	and	art	galleries

Come Play
Party and play at the Midwest’s 
largest gay and lesbian 
entertainment complex.
•	Nightclub	featuring	the	area’s	best	DJs
•	Cabaret	with	live	entertainment
•	One	of	the	best	outdoor	patio	gay	bars		
in	Michigan
•	Game	room	that	overlooks	the	main		
bar	and	deck
•	Beautiful	pool	area	with	bar	and	lounge

269.857.1401			
SAUGATUCK,	MI

w
w

w
.DunesResort.com
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ATTACK of the recurring Syphilis!

Its Back!
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Dear Dr. Fred: I know you’re a therapist, not a political analyst, but my friends and I are en-
gaged in a political debate that is actually affecting my mental health. So I’m hoping you can 
weigh in on the matter and give me some guidance.

At a cocktail party I recently attended, the discussion turned to “how wonderful it is that so 
many politicians are getting on the ‘gay band wagon’ and coming to our support.” The major-
ity of the group was excited and positive about the possibility of the Supreme Court striking 
down the Defence of Marriage Act and endorsing same-sex marriage.

I soon found myself playing devil’s advocate. I said it seemed a pretty hollow victory to me 
that politicians were only just now coming to our support, primarily because they’d lost nu-
merous elections without our votes, and were just making the change in the hopes of winning 
us over. I said if they didn’t support us on matters of principle in the past, why should we 
expect them to support us on these same principles in the future, after changing their stance 
just to gain or stay in office?

The gist of the groups’ response to me was, “Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth. Support is 
support. Just accept it wherever you can get it!” I said I found this idea naïve, and I feared 
the worst if we voted anyone into office that had only recently changed their stance on gay 
rights. 

Needless to say, this put a bit of a pall on the celebration that night. Though the host tried to 
steer conversation in a more jovial direction, I felt a definite coolness from all present as I 
said goodbye shortly after.

Since then I’ve run into some of the friends who were present that night, and I don’t think 
they acted any differently toward me. But I normally see or hear from these guys several times 
a week through texts or e-mails or posts on Facebook, and the silence on those sites has been 
deafening since the cocktail party. I’m beginning to worry that I may have gone too far and 
really done some serious damage to several friendships here.

What do you think? Do I owe the group and my host an apology for my comments that 
night? Or should I just leave it all alone and feel good about having spoken my honest opin-
ion? 

Sign me Persona Non Grata

Dear Persona Non Grata: Actually, you might be surprised to know how often political 
matters do come up in my therapy sessions with clients and how strongly politics do affect 
my clients’ mental health or at least influence their peace of mind. It makes perfect sense 
when you think about it.

Our financial well-being, our access to needed services, our taxes and countless other as-
pects of our daily lives are heavily impacted by politicians and the decisions they make (or 
fail to make, considering our present congressional norms). Given all of that, how could 
anyone who follows the news not be troubled at times by political developments, especial-
ly when the performance of our “leaders” has been so abysmal in the past decade?

Coincidentally, this very same topic came up at a Seder supper which my partner and I 
recently attended. However, at that gathering, the fellow guests who sat around the table 
with us were far less optimistic than the friends at the cocktail party you attended. In fact, 
to a man, every one of them expressed just exactly the same sentiments you have here. 
All were deeply skeptical, if not downright suspicious, that former adversaries would now 
suddenly be deciding to support gay rights after all, just because of a “change of heart.” 

We’ve arrived at a dangerous time in American politics and history, a time when almost 
anything is subject to enhanced “packaging” for promotional reasons. From fast food to 
cell phones to political candidates and their party platforms, everything we see is “new 
and improved.” But when it comes to avowed conservative politicians who now profess to 
be supporting us gay folks, I’m not buying anything they have to say.

These guys are the enemy, pure and simple. They haven’t had a change of heart; they’re 
just tired of losing elections due to clinging to their same old staid, white, male, corporate-
driven agendas. And now they expect us to welcome their tepid, eleventh-hour support 
with open arms just because they finally deign to give us the time of day? I don’t think so.

Post-Civil Rights African-American culture has always reserved a special contempt for any 
of their peers who engaged in “Uncle Tom” behaviour. “Uncle Toms” were the all-forgiving, 
self-effacing Black people who put up with and thus enabled whites’ disrespect or even 
abuse of them.

I worry that some of our gay brothers and sisters may become Uncle Toms of another sort 
by rushing to accept support from former political adversaries without examining who 
these new “allies” really are, what they truly believe and stand for. So all things consid-
ered, I agree with you, Persona Non Grata. Support is great, but not from just anybody, 
and not at any cost. Stand your ground and keep looking this particular gift horse in the 
mouth. Chances are, you’ll find some missing or rotting teeth there.

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW is a gay psychotherapist and author in Louisville. Write him at 
FredSchloemer@aol.com 
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ “Miss” Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in 
Dayton.

Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is hot):

1 - Will.I.Am feat Britney Spears - Scream & Shout (Chris Cox Mix)

2 - Kesha - C ’Mon (Wideboys Mix)

3 - Zedd feat. Foxes - Clarity (Swanky Tunes Mix)

4 - Zedd feat. Matthew Koma - Spectrum (Armin Van Buuren Mix)

5 - Rihanna - Diamonds (Bimbo Jones Mix)

6 - Calvin Harris feat. Florence Welch - Sweet Nothing (Qulinez Mix)

7 - Zedd feat. Matthew Koma - Spectrum (Armin Van Buuren Mix)

8 - Kelly Clarkson - Catch My Breath (Lenny B Mix)

9 - Rihanna - Diamonds (Bimbo Jones Mix)

10 - Jennifer Lopez feat. Flo Rida - Goin In (Michael Woods Mix)

Hey there!!! DJ Hill here. I’m sayin’ the “YAAAAAY???” It’s May and we finally have 
some sunlight and decent weather to pop out the May flowers. I was getting worried 
for a second. I thought the world was coming to an end. I guess the record companies 
did too ‘cause I have nothing much exciting to report on, but I’ll give it a try...

Katrina - Ready to Love: She has a lot to give but she has two left thumbs, two left 
hands and two left feet but she’s ready to love. Hopefully she doesn’t have two left girly 
parts. Eww. But she’s ready to love. There’s the Mike Rizzo Funk Generation Mix, the 
Seamus Haji Club Mix and the most boring mix — the Stone Bridge Club Mix. I’m 
saddened because I rely on all of these guys to give me something to play but all I hear 
is depressing blah vocals. But she’s ready!

Alyssa Reid (Feat. Snoop Dog) - The Game: Someone tell her to slow down. She’s 
trying to be Nikki! And I don’t even like her. Not a good sign. I was hoping the Bimbo 
Jones Mix would help but I guess the only thing about that was the fact that Mr. Snoop 
wasn’t in it.

Carly Rae Jepsen - Tonight I’m Getting Over You: First she wants you to call her 
maybe and now she’s pissed. Get on the Taylor Swift wagon bitch! The Twice As 
Nice Mix isn’t very nice or any good as a matter of fact. It tries to slow down into a 
Dub-Step mode but fails at that. But that’s not a problem because I do not play Dub-
Step!...I was hoping to get some uplifting “Deb Cox” kinda feeling with the Wayne G & 
LFB Anthem Mix but it sounded more like a bad bootleg.

Bex - What You Are: I don’t know what I am but I do know the remixes are better than 
her. I caught myself bopping my head at the end after she stopped singing and when 
I realised it was the mixing out point. So maybe a dub version? I don’t know yet. This 
was the Cutmore Mix. There were some farting robots, too, but not that bad. 

Armin van Buuren - This Is What It Feels Like: This is what it feels like to have a 
headache and it won’t go away. At least the David Guetta Mix tries to ease the pain but 
even he doesn’t help much. Then there’s the W&W Mix that starts out calm and then 
builds to a heightening anxiety seizure and BOOM...Calm again…That’s what this one 
feels like.

That’s it for now. See you back in June for the pride edition. Hopefully some good 
stuff comes out that I can be proud to talk and write about, too. Check me out at Mis-
sHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. I’d love to hear from you. 
You can also e-mail me at hill@misshilldj.com. And please let me know about anything 
new or any local independent music. I’m always open to new stuff.

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! 
Anything Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

“April is the cruellest month,” wrote T.S. Eliot, and he might have been writing about 
the seasonal nature of American cinema. The period between Christmas and the 
beginning of the Summer blockbuster season usually means paltry fare at multiplexes 
around the country. You might as well choose a film to watch by tossing a coin. 

Here’s a sample of what is currently showing: Scary Movie 5. (Pass). GI Joe: Retalia-
tion. (Pass). Jurassic Park 3D. (Why bother?). Tyler Perry’s Temptation. (Seriously?). Evil 
Dead. (Barf).

Olympus Has Fallen looked promising. But, the filmmakers opted for two hours of 
endless blood-spilling and flag-waving. Perhaps they should have called it Evil Dead 
North Koreans? 

So I chose to see Andrew Niccol’s The Host without much hope of having an enjoyable 
theatrical experience. 

I am not a fan of Stephenie Meyer and the Twilight books and films. They seem too 
precious, angst-laden, and just plain silly for an old fart like me. I will admit that the 
films have a quirky, rebellious charm. For teenagers and young adults they have a near 
addict-level appeal. I find it a bit scary. 

The Host is Twilight’s not-too-distant cousin. Instead of vampires, the threat here is 
from aliens who have the ability to turn humans into a slightly different type of “living 
dead.”

As the film’s opening voice-over reveals, earth has been invaded and aliens are now in 
control of the planet: “Earth is at peace. There is no hunger. No violence. The environ-
ment is healed. Honesty, courtesy, and kindness are practiced by all.” 

Doesn’t sound all bad, does it?

The aliens are body snatchers, wandering “souls” that need physical bodies — hosts 
— to survive. They have travelled the universe for millennia, conquering planets and 
bringing with them their own brand of Stepford Wives-like obedience and order.

But some humans resist. “Our world has never been more perfect,” continues the 
voice-over. “But it is no longer our world.” 

Do these humans not know when they are onto a good thing? Or is thinking for 
yourself and controlling your own destiny more important than, say, avoiding war and 
global destruction? Apparently, for the holdouts on earth, it is. 

Melanie Stryder (Oscar-nominated Irish teenage actress, Saoirse Ronan) is a young 
rebel who, along with her younger brother Jamie (Chandler Canterbury), has been 
able to avoid capture and “reprogramming” by the aliens. The film opens with her lur-
ing pursuing aliens away from her hiding brother. Finding herself trapped, she jumps 
through a high-rise window to certain death. 

But she does not die. She is reanimated with alien technology and her body serves as 
host for a soul called “Wanderer.” The only way to tell a “human” from a hosted alien 
is by looking at the eyes. The alien-assimilated hosts have luminescent, Caribbean-blue 
irises.

Wanderer is assigned a Seeker (played by Diane Kruger), who will oversee the transi-
tion period and — because new souls can access their host’s memories — pump her 
for information about the location of other rebel humans.

But Melanie proves a stubborn host. Wanderer cannot completely subjugate her 
memories, thoughts, or will. Wanderer and Melanie co-exist in the same body, jockey-
ing for control over it.

This is the source of much unintentional hilarity as two worlds literally collide. The 
inner “dialogue” between Wanderer and Melanie is embarrassingly — almost pain-
fully —  silly at times. They sound like two teenage girls locked in a permanent, whiny, 
pointless argument.

To make matters worse, The Host moves at a snail’s pace for much of the first hour. 
The film is nice enough to look at. The aliens are nattily decked-out in white suits, and 
cities have never looked cleaner, shinier, or Architectural Digest-pretty.

Melanie resists Wanderer’s attempts to unveil the whereabouts of her brother or her 
boyfriend, Jared (played by Max Irons, Jeremy Irons’ son). Slowly, the old mind gains 
the upper hand and Melanie takes Wanderer on a walkabout through the New Mexico 

desert, searching for her outlaw Uncle Jeb (a Zen cowboy played by an almost unrec-
ognisable William Hurt).

Severely dehydrated, Melanie is found by her uncle and a group of renegade humans 
who, upon seeing her eyes, want to kill her (or “it” as they refer to her new alien 
presence). Jeb, sensing something is different about the hybrid host / alien, however, 
decides to keep her alive. 

Welcome to Stephenie Meyer territory, where waif-like girls and high cheek-boned, 
pretty-boys swoon over each other. 

Melanie is reunited with Jared who is immediately suspicious of her. To make matters 
more complicated, Wanderer starts to fall in love with another rebel, Ian (Jake Abel), 
who reciprocates her feelings despite hostility from his friends and his own brother.

Seeker doesn’t give up easily, however. There is something not quite alien about her 
passion for finding Wanderer. The aliens are a peaceable and mild-mannered species. 
But Seeker is driven and ruthless. Why?

There are few moments of humour in The Host. But one is when a group of rebels 
steals supplies from a grocery store, simply named “Store.” All the goods are packaged 
in the same yellow containers and labelled “potato chips,” “bread,” etc. There is no 
checkout. White-suited aliens simply smile as customers wheel their shopping carts to 
the parking lot without paying. What could be more civilised?   

A note here about an apparent inconsistency: the film’s opening narration claims the 
aliens have cleaned up the environment and healed the planet. Yet, the aliens seem to 
have the same obsession with cars as humans. Indeed, the seekers all drive shiny silver 
Lotuses. I am sure they must get great gas mileage! Or perhaps run on steam?

The second half of the film steps up a gear or two and moves more like a snail on a 
bicycle. The pursuit by the aliens is not particularly tension-inducing. The rebels never 
seem to be in real danger of being caught. Instead the film’s second act deals with the 
differences and similarities between the aliens and the humans, particularly between 
Wanderer (now shortened to “Wanda”) and Melanie. 

It turns out that there are aliens who, in adapting to their human bodies, begin to en-
joy the sensory pleasures that come with the territory (like kissing, for example). Some 
are also able to get chummy with the more strong-willed minds of their hosts.

This is exactly what aliens like Seeker don’t want to happen. Becoming friendly with 
humans might lead to the end of the aliens’ control.

The Host is not particularly thought-provoking or thrilling. Yet, it does possess a quiet, 
restrained charm. That may be due more to the cast and direction than the story and 
script.

You wouldn’t know it from the way the film looks or sounds but many of the cast and 
crew are not American. Director Andrew Niccol (Gattaca, S1m0ne, The Truman Show) 
is a New Zealander, Ronan is Irish, Irons is English, Kruger is German and Emily 
Browning is Australian. 

The script is, by turns, strident, maudlin and occasionally just over-the-top (in places, 
it appears as if written by teenagers) and the action plods along without urgency. Yet 
the performances, particularly those by Ronan and Hurt, give the film enough emo-
tional appeal to make it interesting and, in the end, satisfying.
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 

Around 
Town

Mz. Pink,

I yearn for a family. I want children and a wife — the whole she-bang. I have always 
known I was a lesbian, and only recently have I really started feeling down in the dumps 
about not getting what I have always wanted out of life. 

I know I have what it takes to be a good mother and wife and I also know that I have 
what it takes to reproduce, but I want to do it with my partner, not just any old way. 

What is it like to have a family? Is it worth it to have kids? What is it like to be married 
with a child?

Not Married and Without Children

Dear Not Married,

I know the feelings you are having and sometimes they come earlier in life versus 
later or vice versa. I can also tell you that it is totally worth it. Everything about family 
life fits me. I can’t speak for everyone, but for me it is what I never wanted and then I 
found the right person and it became a reality and a very good fit.

Don’t have kids just to have them, but if you want them and have that yearning then it 
will definitely be something that will make you feel whole. My baby will be two years 
old soon and she is the light of my life. She is what makes me. She was a joy to carry, a 
joy to deliver and she is an absolute joy to have. 

Waking up to her and helping her learn and loving her seems to be my calling. She 
gives me everything I never had. But she is hard work. She is sweet, but has her rotten 
moments. With kids you have to take the good with the bad. At the end of the day, 
though, it never seems bad or that hard. Just be prepared to be exhausted.

I am not married, unfortunately, but our relationship is very serious and I call her 
my wife. Things with us are different than before we had a child. Instead of the hot, 
steamy, sex we always found time for before, we are now more apt to take a nap or just 
lay around when we get alone time. 

Things definitely change in relationships. Before we would argue about where we 
would go out, what video games we would play what shots we would take etc. Now we 
argue about child care, jobs, money and our child’s future. Our priorities have changed 
for sure. My wife works all the time. I work all the time and perform the house-wife 
duties plus the mothering duties. 

I’m not sure if there is an unwritten rule somewhere that states that one person in a 
relationship will get more responsibilities, but it has happened and that can be a strain 
on the relationship, too.

What I’m trying to say is that, being married and having a family is the sweetest, hard-
est work that a person can have. 

I love to have movie nights and going to the park. Everything is a new experience for 
all of us. We all learn something new every day. There is always something to add to 
the to-do list, but it is the most satisfying feeling.

Don’t worry Not Married, you will get the family you want. It just takes time and put-
ting yourself out there. Don’t just sit at home and wait for a wife to find you — go out 
there and find her. And once you find someone you like, learn to love them and then 
decide if a family is right. Not every woman you meet will be mother/wife material. 

Don’t let your want overshadow reality that could hurt you, her and a child in the long 
run. Be sure you can be with the woman of your dreams and that she isn’t a woman of 
nightmares! Also, be careful of pressuring another person into having babies; mother-
hood is not for everyone and it cannot be forced on anybody or that baby will be the 
one to pay. 

Family life is hard, but if it’s something you want then you will excel at it with little to 
no sleep. 

Good luck,

Mz. Pink

SAUGATUCK-DOUGLAS TO HOST FIRST LGBT INTERNATIONAL ‘FAM TOUR’

SAUGATUCK, Mich.—The Saugatuck-Douglas area will host its first international gay 
and lesbian Familiarization tour Sunday through Wednesday, 5th-8th May. The tour, 
which will take place following the 30th anniversary global conference being held by 
the International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association (IGLTA) in Chicago, is being spon-
sored by Great Lakes USA in cooperation with IGLTA and the Douglas Dunes Resort.

According to Mike Jones, project coordinator and co-owner of the Dunes Resort, “The 
International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association’s Annual Global Convention is the 
world’s premier educational and networking forum for the gay and lesbian tourism 
industry. 2nd through 4th May they will celebrate the history of gay travel and pave 
the way for future growth. We are delighted that they have included our area as a 
highlighted destination.”

Pre- and post-convention Familiarization tours are being arranged by Great Lakes 
USA, Travel Michigan and IGLTA for media professionals and tour operators who will 
be attending the convention in Chicago. Pre-conference destinations include Chicago, 
Cleveland and Indianapolis. Post conference destinations include Columbus, Galena, 
Milwaukee, Springfield and Saugatuck-Douglas. Up to thirty gay and lesbian travel 
writers, tour operators, travel agents, tourism officials and marketing firms will be 
invited to visit Saugatuck-Douglas and will be given a firsthand opportunity to learn 
more about this very popular Midwest destination.

“We are extremely excited about this opportunity. We are still working on the details 
of the itinerary but so far the entire Saugatuck-Douglas area has been very support-
ive. Danny, Greg and I wish to extend our special thanks to all the businesses that are 
donating their time, services and products to make this event possible,” Jones said.

IGLTA - The International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association was founded in 1983 and 
is the world’s leading global travel network dedicated to connecting and educating 
lesbian, gay, bi & trans travellers and the business owners who welcome and support 
them along the way. Whether it’s for individual, group, corporate, or student travel, 
they have affiliates in the world’s most sought after locations offering the most com-
petitive packages to their customers for perfect getaways. 

SCOUTS’ MEMBERSHIP IS DECLINING DUE TO ANTI-GAY POLICY: SURVEY

Internal polling documents obtained exclusively by Scouts for Equality (SfE) demon-
strate that the Boy Scouts of American’s (BSA) policy of banning gay scouts and scout-
masters is a key driver in the scouts’ decades-long decline. SfE’s release of these docu-
ments comes on the heels of news that the BSA was conducing a comprehensive poll of 
its membership on the prospect of changing its policy. In February the BSA announced 
that it will put the ban up to a vote of the 1,400 members of its National Council in May.

According to the report, the internal polling documents’ key findings are stark and dem-
onstrate that the scouts “membership standards policy” is a “key factor” driving an 11 
percent decline in loyalty between the Spring and Fall of 2012. Specifically, the polling 
indicates that:

—Of the 5,800 survey respondents who commented on the policy, 95 percent said the 
“reaffirmation of the membership policy negatively impacted their loyalty.” For boy 
scouts and their parents, that number jumped to 97 percent.

—BSA noted that “conservative estimates assign a 15:1 ratio of negative to positive 
comments about the existing membership standards policy” that prohibits gay scouts or 
scoutmasters.

The public relations pressure following the ouster of a lesbian den mother in the Sum-
mer of 2012 “seems to have greatly impacted detractors, as the membership standards 
policy was mentioned 42 percent of the time in their comments. This volume is signifi-
cant enough to warrant further discovery as it may be a key factor in the NPS decline 
for parents of Boy Scouts / Venturers.” NPS is the Net Promoter Score which is the BSA’s 
key metric measuring “the degree of customer loyalty held by members of Scouting.”

“These documents show that a policy of discrimination is not just out of touch with the 
rest of America, it is out of touch with its own members, too.” Zach Wahls, an Eagle 
Scout and executive director of Scouts for Equality said. “The Scouting community 
understands that eliminating the BSA’s ban on gay youth and parents is about more than 
just changing a policy — it’s about protecting the future of an organisation we love.”
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
It chokes me up to even discuss throttling, but as our use of devices like iPhones, iPads 
and Droids to surf, find directions, watch TV, movies and more on-the-go increase, so does 
the likelihood that more and more of us will be subjected to what the phone and internet 
service providers politely call “a traffic management policy”.

Never heard of it? Well chances are if you haven’t, you will. And if you have experienced it 
already likely it’s had you cussing, griping and finding that somewhere (usually buried in 
the “small print” of your phone or other contract) the provider is given the right to “man-
age traffic” by doing pretty much whatever it takes to keep “heavy users” from overburden-
ing their systems.

This all raises several issues, but ones which we users need to keep in mind. One is what 
we pay for our wireless “package” and what it gives us. Newer at&t iPhone contracts, for 
example, are pretty much pay-as-you-go with a set charge for a certain monthly download 
and then an extra per gigabyte once you pass your prepaid limit. Of course, you do not get 
to carry over extra data if you go under so it’s use too much and they charge you and they 
win. Use too little and you prepaid so you get nothing refunded and they win. Must be nice 
to be win-win which is what this is about as these are big companies all wanting to turn a 
profit.

The issue is even more confusing if you have an older at&t package — one which was sold 
as “unlimited.”  Well, it WAS unlimited when they introduced the iPhone and then other 
“smart phones” but as usage went up — and in many cities, Chicago, San Francisco and 
New York’s Manhattan the most glaring examples — killed their system by overtaxing it, 
they decided enforce a line in that small print of contracts to throttle or slow speeds of 
what they termed “heavy users” until the start of their next billing period.

In at&t’s case, the arbitrary “cap” is 3 gigabytes of data. We will confess this is a large 
amount, but in our way of thinking when you buy “unlimited” it should be just that. So 
what has the carrier done to get around the way we and others think? Check what they say 
on their own website:

“Reducing data speed (data throughput) is a common practice in the wireless industry in 
response to soaring data usage and limited wireless availability. More than 95 percent of 
our smartphone customers are not impacted by this practice.

You can still use an unlimited amount of data each month. That won’t change. Only your 
data throughput speed will change if you use 3GB or more in one billing cycle on a 3G or 
4G smartphone, or 5GB or more in one billing cycle on a 4G LTE smartphone. Even with 
reduced speed, you can still have a good experience surfing the Web and doing e-mail - but 
you’ll see the biggest difference in the quality of streaming video.”

So what does that mean? Well to our partner who used too much data while awaiting me 
at a doctor’s office and elsewhere last month while off WiFi it means he’s holding a virtu-
ally useless phone until our next billing cycle begins. Why? Because our usual speed (about 
1-2 Megs download) has been slowed to 15-20 percent of that as he over-stayed his at&t 
welcome.

And before someone asks if we are singling out at&t, we’re not. This throttling issue is 
international and applies in some way, shape or form to almost every carrier as they all 
struggle to meet demand for data now that they have convinced all of us to switch to smart 
phones.

While at&t has the biggest batch of gripes about this issue here in the States, in the UK a 
major controversy has erupted about “unlimited” plans sold by Virgin Media. That contro-
versy is so rabid that the British Advertising Standards Agency (ASA) has been drawn in to 
define what Virgin is doing and whether what they term as a “moderate” slow-down is fair 
or even qualifies as “moderate” in their ads promoting the service.

Think Broadband ( www.thinkbroadband.com ), the UK’s news source for online matters, 
has even weighed in and notes in a recent post, “Our latest poll attracted over 1,300 re-
sponses and shows the very different views which users, service providers and the Adver-
tising Standards Authority may have on what ‘moderate throttling’ of heavy users should 
mean. In a judgement upheld last week by the ASA against Virgin Media, it ruled that a 
50% reduction in download speed was not moderate, with the response from Virgin Media 
to reduce the throttle from 50% to 40%.”

We can only wonder what they’d think of what appears to us to be a 90% reduction we’ve 
been seeing on his phone since partner Ivan went over.

So what can you do to prevent going over your plan? Take advantage of their notification 

What throttling looks like: “Normal speed” left, “throttled” on the right.

services and watch out for texts telling you when you get sorta close, very close and to your 
limits — either those you have paid for or their arbitrary caps on “unlimited plans.”

In the case of at&t, go to your keyboard and punch in the star key, followed by the word 
“DATA” and then the hash or number key. You’ll get a free text telling where you stand, as 
seen at right.

Of course that begs the question of what IS 3 gigs or any other amount? It’s a lot of data, 
but if you stream videos (think Netflix, Hulu, YouTube, etc.) then it can happen fast — way 
faster than if you only play an occasional game, 
read or send e-mails and check stocks and weather.

At&t’s new plans sell 2 gigs as a base so CNN 
Money checked to see what one can get for that. 
This is what they had to say: “So how much is 2 
GB? At&t says 2 GB is the equivalent of 10,000 
e-mails without attachments, 1,500 e-mails with 
attachments, 4,000 Web pages, posting 500 photos 
to social media sites and 200 minutes of streaming 
video combined.”

So what to do? First remember that anytime you 
can,  if you have it switched on, you can use WiFi on your device and not incur a data plan 
charge at all. On iPhones that on/off toggle is under settings in the first screen. The phone 
will even remember WiFis you have been on before and automatically go to them if you 
have the toggle on. That means at home or the coffee shop, restaurant or even public WiFi. 
Just look in the upper left corner for the WiFi symbol and you’ll know you are not using 
your data plan.

But what about readers without “unlimited” data. You also have a cap but yours is mon-
etary. When we added Anthony’s iPhone to our family plan he did not qualify for the now 
no longer sold unlimited so we were stuck with a 2 Gig plan. Get near that cap and he gets 
reminders. Go over and he gets charged $10 per extra gig. 

Confused yet? Smart phone users on T-Mobile (the U.S. branch of Germany’s Deutsche Tel-
ekom) are being lured with yet a different rate plan than those of Verizon, Sprint or at&t. 
T-Mobile doesn’t “subsidise” the cost of your phone but instead offers what they say is high 
speed data and clear voice with less confusion. 

Their website boasts: “Our Simple Choice Plan is unlimited, so no more overages. Apolo-
gies to our competitors’ customers. We have unlimited talk, text and web. No more annual 
service contracts. No asterisks attached. And no more worrying about using too much data 
or getting hit with overages while on our network.”

What’s not said is that instead of “selling” you a phone as the others do and binding you to 
a contract, with T-Mobile you will pay a monthly fee ($20 for the iPhone 5) for your phone 
and then you’ll pay on top for the data and voice package. Think the batteries in a kid’s 
holiday toy which are always “sold separately”.

Still more confusion? Indeed, but what it all boils down to is we consumers have to ask 
tough questions, research thoroughly and not be scared to confront those offering various 
options with concerns before we sign. Always get your “deal” in writing and read the small 
print. It also is important to be certain you know before you shop:

1.) What you will be using your device for. If just phone calls or texts maybe you do not 
need a smart phone or data package.

2.) Who will use the plan. If you have a big family (most “family plans” allow up to six) can 
you get by with whatever data the kids or other heavy users leave?

3.) What devices will share that bucket of minutes and data? Most folks these days end 
their months with a lot of leftover talk minutes as so few of us converse anymore, but we 
end up with a dearth of data or an overcharge as we seem to use phones and tablets for 
everything from movie watching to radio listening or direction finding.

4.) What your budget is. Set a budget and stick with it, regardless of tempting bells & whistles. 

Confusing? Definitely. But you’ve been warned. To avoid throttling or overpaying do your 
homework, be aware of all the traps companies have laid for you and most importantly be 
cautious to avoid unpleasant surprises — either in speed or in your bank account.
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs
In the kaleidoscopic world of relationships, there is one situation that is very rare: 
the mutual breakup. More often than not one person is the heartbreaker, seemingly 
ending a relationship out of the blue, while the other is the heartbroken, left stunned 
and shattered while trying to pick up the pieces of a broken life. No matter what the 
reason, breakups are hard on everyone involved because there are many good times 
that the two of you shared together.  

Even the bad times are shared experiences, filling a certain time in your life that you 
will always associate with that relationship. The person who is severing the ties can 
take many roads to end the interconnection, but one of the ways to dull the blow is by 
saying: “We can still be friends.” But let’s be honest — can you really be friends with 
an ex?

Telling someone you wish to remain friends is simply a crutch for the heartbreaker so 
that he doesn’t have to feel like such a villain. Sure, it’s easy for him to say this because 
it’s a win-win. First, he gets to break free of all the romantic and sexual entanglements 
so he’s free to move on to the next person and start a new life with them or in some 
cases be free to expand on a relationship he’s been having behind his current boy-
friend’s back. Either way, the heartbreaker is now unfettered and on the prowl.  

But since he has expressed his wish to remain friends with the one he’s left behind, 
he can still keep the person in his life so he won’t have to miss having them around.  
He can still occasionally call or text or meet the ex for coffee without having to worry 
about the actual pain he’s causing the one whose heart he broke; the one who may still 
be holding on to the barest hope of a reconciliation while feeling the anguish of seeing 
the person who broke his heart. Sounds pretty shitty, right? Sounds like the heart-
breaker wants his cake and wants to eat it too, yes?  

Now you’re thinking, hmm... it sounds to me like Matt is saying that you can’t be 
friends with an ex. And at this point, maybe that’s true. But stick with me here. Let’s 
take a look at the heartbroken side for a moment.  

When someone tells you it’s over, do you really want to be friends with that person?  
Do you want to see someone who hurt you soon after they broke your heart? Do you 
want to be friends with someone who tells you about the guys he’s dating and what 
kind of sex they’re having? Because that’s what friends talk about. They also tell their 
friends that they’ve fallen in love. Do you want to hear that from your ex? Can you 
hear that from your ex without wondering — always wondering — what you did 
wrong?  

Holding on to an ex like a security blanket will only lead to deeper pain, while it blinds 
you to other opportunities for you to find happiness. There’s a big world out there, kid.  
And the chump who dumped you is just one of many sexy fish in the sea.

Let’s look closer at the shrapnel of this relationship explosion. You see, the problem of 
being involved with someone is that you are also in a relationship with their friends, 
their family, their co-workers — even their dog. So when you break up with someone, 
the odds are pretty good that all those relationships are over too.  

There are friends out there who are mutual and neutral — sort of Switzerland-style 
friends, if you will — but they are also a courier between the two separate worlds, 
available at any moment to give information both to the heartbreaker and the heart-
broken about the status of the other.  

That can be dangerous territory because if you’ve severed all ties, the temptation to 
ask this person who is the seam between the two of you about the ex is nearly unbear-
able. A true friend will know how to avoid answering these queries and shift the focus 
elsewhere.  

Then there are the friends that have somehow managed to incorporate your ex into 
their circle before you broke up and can’t seem to realise, especially when the wound 
is fresh or deep, that inviting him along to a group gathering is not being true to the 
friendship they have with either of you.  

Who wants to have a party where two people who recently broke up have to circle a 
room while avoiding each other? That’s not comfortable for anyone at the party. Usu-
ally one or the other of the separated pair has to ask beforehand if the other will be in 
attendance and make a decision on whether or not they’re ready to see their ex in that 
setting. Often times, they think they’re ready, but after a couple of cocktails, things can 
get ugly fast. 

In the new age of social networking you also may have to unfriend (defriend?) your 
ex on Facebook. When you’re on the heartbroken side, there’s no need for you to go to 
your ex-boyfriend’s Facebook page and moon over the old photos while your eyes fill 
with tears.  

See, Facebook is a cruel friend that will show you every detail about the one who 
broke your heart: where they’re going, who they’re with, if their relationship status has 
changed, and — the unkindest cut of all — if they have deleted the photos of the two 
of you together from their photo albums. It’s like the whole relationship never existed.  
Because if you can’t see it on the internet then it doesn’t exist right?  Wait! Did that 
sound sarcastic?

Like I said before, breakups are rarely mutual. The heartbroken can veer from sadness 
to bitterness to jealousy in no time, especially if the heartbreaker has found someone 
new to take your place. Knowing someone else has replaced you in your ex’s bed and 
heart can be excruciating.  

Every day there will be something that reminds you of your ex and knowing that 
someone new is taking your spotlight in their memories means you have to shelve the 
good thoughts that come with these triggers and hold onto them as a lost treasure. 

It’s over. It’s time to move on. Maybe it ended badly or simply faded out. Either way, 
there were some great times that fill up the place in your heart with your ex’s name on 
them. That goes for both the heartbreaker and the heartbroken. In order for either one 
of you to move on, you have to make peace with that. It’s not easy, but it sets you free.

So the question remains: can you be friends with an ex?  

I know it seems like my opinion is leaning towards the negative, but that’s not neces-
sarily the case. Every situation is different just like every relationship is different. I’ll 
be straight up with you: some guys are assholes and you’re better off never speaking to 
them again or wasting a moment’s thought on their whereabouts. Period.  

But on the flip side, as we get older, we learn how to forgive, move on and to not feel 
guilty over decisions that may have been the best thing for two people. To truly stay 
friends with an ex, I think two things need to happen sometime after we’ve encased the 
good times in a jewel box in our hearts.  

First, it’s always easier to be friends with your ex if you’ve both discovered someone 
who’s a better fit for you both. I’m not saying it’s a race to find someone new, however.  
The world is full of beautiful, amazing men, am I right? So when both of you clear 
your head of the breakup drama and step into the sunlight, you will find that maybe 
your breakup was the best thing that ever happened to you. And when you do, you’ll 
find someone to love you again.  

Just like when you have an injury that has to heal before you run back on the field or 
step into the weight room, you need time to close the wound before switching over to 
friendship.  

Time also comes into play with your capability to remain friends with someone you 
once shared a bed with. The length of your relationship is key to success for the new 
bloom of friendship if the two of you can forgive whatever caused the destruction of 
your union. It’s much easier to eventually be friends with someone you’ve known for 
eight years than it is for someone who broke up with you after eight months. There’s 
more of a shared past that holds you together and therefore it’s both harder to let go of 
and easier to hold on to once the pain has lessened and you’ve both made the transi-
tion to a new life and a new love.

No relationship is the same, no breakup is the same and whether or not you can 
remain friends is up to the maturity of both parties involved, whether it’s a short-lived 
affair or a long-term relationship.  

The odds are often stacked against you, but with time and the promising blush of a 
new person in your life, you both can learn to laugh together again and share the ca-
maraderie that brought you close in the first place.  

Gwen Stefani said it best in her brilliant song Cool — probably the only song ever writ-
ten that encapsulates the long road towards a real friendship with an ex: “It’s hard to 
remember how it felt before now I found the love of my life.. After all the obstacles, it’s 
good to see you now with someone else... I’ll be happy for you if you can be happy for 
me... After all that we’ve been through, I know we’re cool.”
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Marriage Front & Centre!
In both Washington, D.C. and Columbus, Ohio, 
protestors took it to the capital in behalf of 
gay and lesbian marriage recently. Rick Sutton 
attended the Supreme Court arguments in 
Washington (That’s him in the red scarf in 
front of the court in the photo at the top of the 
page.) while in Columbus, the community held 
a Statewide Ohio March against DOMA on the 
Columbus Commons Park sidewalk.

Anthony       eam realty
Covering all your real estate needs  

when you need us.

Jim Anthony, REALTOR®

Diane Cassidy, REALTOR®

Rena Swails, REALTOR®

Jessica Klopfer, ASSISTANT

David Lowery, STAGING

317.488.1673

F.C. Tucker Co., Inc.
www.AnthonyTeamRealty.com
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June 2 
Mr KPF Pageant

June 8 
Miss KPF Pageant

June 14 
Parade & Friday 
night Fest

June 15 
KentucKiana 
Pride Festival

KentucKiana 
Pride Festival

June 14-15 
louisville, Kentucky

2013 

KentucKiana Pride 
Foundation Presents

www.kypride.com @PrideInKY /PrideInKY

Live
Love
Be

Live
Love
Be sPonsored by
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1-888-
 MegaMatesTM

Tell-A-
Friend

REWARDSREWARDS

For other local 
numbers call: 

FREE CODE:
Indy Word

Indianapolis

(317) 322.9000
Chicago
(312) 726.6342
Dayton
(937) 395.9001
Columbus
(614) 888.7777
Cincinnati
(513) 821.4500
Louisville
(502) 561.6666

WARNING
HOT GUYS!

TO LISTEN &
REPLY TO ADS!

FREE

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Downtown Serenity AlAnon Family
Group

(New  (as of June 2012) Group Meeting in Downtown Indianapolis)

Thursdays at 6 pm

Roberts Park United Methodist Church
(Library)

401 N. Delaware Street
Indianapolis, IN  46204

Free parking is available in the lot east of the church. If you park on the
street be aware the meters are in effect until 9 pm.

Use the “office” entrance on Vermont Street and follow the signs to the
Library (located near the Delaware Street entrance).

There will be no separate beginner meetings at this location, but beginners
are welcomed and encouraged to attend.

Questions?
Contact Jim D.
317.513.8229
downtownafg@hotmail.com
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

It’s May. Time to get outside and enjoy the nice weather. Here is a round-up of sporting 
and outdoor fun events in the Midwest:

Tennis

The Tennis Alliance of Louisville returns to the University of Louisville for the 2013 
Bluegrass Open. This GLTA sanctioned event will be held 11th through 13th May. 
Plans were underway as of presstime to secure CCE Sports Network to provide live 
streaming video coverage throughout the tournament. Tennis players of all levels are 
welcome to enter. More details can be found at www.glta.net

IndyTennis has a lot going on this 
month. Their training programme, 
entitled Start/Restart began in April 
but can accept new people this 
month as well. Contact indytennis@
yahoo.com via e-mail if you are 
interested. Saturday tennis will be 
taking place from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Riverside Park. Finally, on Satur-
day 18th May, the team will have a 
fundraiser at Gregs: a beer bar and 
50/50 cash drawing from 10 p.m. to 
1.30 a.m.

Softball

Circle City Softball begins this 
month. The team plays at Chuck 
Klein Softball Complex, 4702 Rock-
ville Road in Indianapolis. There 
are eight teams in the league this 
year and a new recreational divi-
sion for the less competitive. The 
season opens 5th May and the bar 
of the week after the game is Tini.  

12th May begins the second week 

of games and the bar of the week is 45 Degrees. 19th May is third week of games and 
the bar of the week is Greg’s. See www.ccpsoftball.net for details.

Don’t miss the Baton Rouge event at Indianapolis’ Garfield Park Sunday 2nd June 
when play will be against the Bag Ladies. Go to www.circlecityinpride.org for details.

Swimming

Teams from Atlanta (The Rainbow Trout), New York (Team New York Aquatics), and 
Washington, D.C. (DCAC) will be among the 1,700 swimmers coming to Indianapolis 
for the U.S. Masters’ Swimming Nationals at the IUPUI Natatorium 9th through 12th 
May.

The event is hosted by the Indianapolis Aquatics Masters who have 111 swimmers reg-
istered. Stop by the Nat to watch the races and welcome our IGLA swimmers. Details 
at www.usms.org for the meet or www.igla.org for the visitors I mentioned above.

Run/Walk

The Indy Frontrunners have several events this month including a tentative post-mini 
Marathon party 4th May and a Tuesday Night outing the 21st after their run/walk. The 
group meets Tuesdays at 6.30 p.m. at the Indianapolis Zoo parking lot and Saturdays 
at 10 a.m. in the Butler University Hinkle Fieldhouse parking lot. 

In mid-June they will start their runs and walks on Saturdays at 9 a.m., an hour earlier 
to escape the mid-Summer’s heat.

Also, don’t forget the Rainbow Run in Indianapolis 1st June. It’s the second annual and 
the day starts with a run at 8.30 a.m. and a walk at 8.35. Register at www. rainbow5k.
com “Day of” registration begins at 7 a.m. with awards being given out at 9.45 a.m. 

The entry fee of 30 bucks gets you some great exercise and a T Shirt. The start and fin-
ish will be at Herron-Morton Place at 22nd and Talbott.

Meanwhile, in Louisville save the date for the 15th June Powered with Pride 5K run /
walk in Cherokee Park. Details at www.PoweredwithPride.com.

Golf

Sadly, not much we can find on this sport, but I do know that Columbus, Ohio has a 
team. See www.rainbowgolf.org to fin out more.

Rodeo

Since I have been asked about cute guys in tight jeans wrestling calves and riding bulls, 
I did some research and find that the closest gay rodeo will be in Chicago in August. Go 
to www.igra.com for details and save a horse — ride a cowboy!

Other Community Events

—It’s Bike to Work Day time. Indianapolis will have their day 17th May and Carmel 
also has an event with a free breakfast at the Monon Centre so get out of your car and 
bike to your job.

—You’re invited to labour and learn in the gardens of Holliday Park in Indianapolis 
(which is where I found the lovely bloom above) with horticulturalist Chris Turner. 
Chris presents a session on a specific garden topic during the break from gardening 
and cleaning up the park. 

The event is from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on both 10th and 24th May.

—The Broad Ripple Gallery Art Walk is set this year on Friday 10th May. Come along, 
sip some wine and enjoy the snacks which will be on sale as you go from gallery to 
gallery.

—The Indianapolis Art Fair at the Art Centre (also in Broad Ripple) will be 17th 
through 19th May. This is always a great time. Besides, while you are in the neighbour-
hood this will be a perfect chance to stop by the Toolbox for a new Summer swimsuit, 
too.

—Like to canoe/kayak? Canoe the White River with staff from Holliday Park on the 
11th of May. Details at www.indyparks.gov or rent a canoe or kayak anytime this Sum-
mer at Rusted Moon Outfitters in Broad Ripple and go for a trip down the White River.

—Finally, a bit more tennis, but this for those who want to learn so they can play in 
the big tourneys next year. In Indianapolis, you can take tennis lessons beginning 
the 21st of May at Broad Ripple Park. Cost is just $45 for 12 classes. Details at www.
indyparks.gov

That’s it for this month, but if you participate in a team or have news we are missing in 
your area (especially in Illinois and Ohio where we rarely hear much) you are invited, 
encouraged and asked to send it along so I can use it in the next column. My e-mail is 
s6475775@yahoo.com

Have a great May!
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Hours:
Mon-Thurs:
10am - 9pm

Fri: 10am - 10pm
Sat: 11am - 10pm
Sun: 11am - 8am

1N. Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis
Ph: 317.829.7182  Fax: 317.829.5825
Order Online - www.pitapitusa.com

"A fusion of classic Italian tastes with tender 
chicken & spicy pepperoni grilled in a Sundried 
Tomato Pesto. Topped with fresh spinach, black 

olives, onions, tomatoes and feta cheese."
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THE IU ART 

MUSEUM
HOUSES WORK BY 
PICASSO,  
MONET, 
& WARHOL 
JUST TO NAME A FEW.

ADMISSION IS FREE
&

AWAY.COM LISTS 

  
AT #2 ON THEIR LIST 
OF THE TOP 10 

HIDDEN-GEM 
WINE REGIONS

THE BEST COFFEE SHOP  
ON THE PLANET IS  
SOMA  
IN BLOOMINGTON
- ADAM
  BERLIN, GERMANY

THE BLOOMINGTON EFFECT

The Kinsey Institute 

Juried Art Show 2013

May 1
7-Ju

ly 1
3, Tuesday-S

aturdays, 
12-4 pm

Sophie McMahan, Zoom

Grunwald Gallery of Art, B
loomington, Indiana

Opening reception and events, May 17-18 
More information at kinseyinstitute.org
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Sheila's 
Column

By Sheila Suess Kennedy
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BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—On 12th April I participated in a panel discussion on equality. 
The panel was part of a larger event, the 10th Annual O’Bannon Institute for Communi-
ty Service, held at Ivy Tech Community College in Bloomington, Indiana. The Institute 
is named for Frank O’Bannon, a former governor of Indiana, and each year it features 
a speech by his much-loved widow, Judy.

Our panel’s charge was very broad: we were supposed to discuss “equality” and consid-
er America’s progress toward achieving it. In addition to me, there was a retired pastor 
who heads the Bloomington Human Rights Commission, a social worker who founded 
and runs an organisation called “Fair Talk” focused on equal rights for gay, lesbian, bi 
& trans folks and an 86-year old former football star who was the first African-Ameri-
can recruited by the NFL.

A fair amount of time was spent telling stories. The most poignant were those of the 
elderly and erudite black man. Recruited by Indiana University to play for its team, he 
had been isolated from any social life. He had roomed alone. There was only one table 
on campus at which he could eat. He studied and he played ball — nothing else. 

I recounted some of my experiences as a female lawyer at a time when women were 
just entering the profession. The social worker shared her feelings about the unfair-
ness of her inability to marry her partner of many years. 

Beyond the stories, however, was a question: What do we mean by equality? No two 
people, after all, are equally smart, equally good-looking, equally talented or hard-
working. What sorts of equality can we reasonably expect to achieve? 

At the very least, we agreed, Americans are entitled to equality before the law. Laws 
that disadvantage people based upon race, religion, ethnicity, gender or sexual orienta-
tion — laws that treat people differently simply based upon their identity — cannot be 
justified. 

America’s greatest promise has been that our laws treat individuals as individuals, and 
not as members of a group. As a country, we are making progress toward that goal. 
The progress is halting, and the culture sometimes lags, but we’re getting there.

That’s the good news. The bad news, as the pastor reminded us, is that inequalities of 
wealth and power in this country are enormous and growing. The wealthiest Ameri-
cans not only control a huge percentage of the country’s resources, but their wealth 
also allows them to exercise disproportionate political power. America is in danger of 
becoming a plutocracy.

There weren’t any socialists on that panel; no one was advocating class warfare or 
massive redistribution of wealth. We all benefit from market economies and recognise 
that inequalities are inevitable in such systems. 

The problems arise when the inequities become too large, when they are seen as the 
product of privilege and status rather than entrepreneurship and diligence. It is then 
that they breed social resentment and create political instability. 

We’re doing a reasonable job of leveling the legal playing field. But you can’t eat legal 
equality, you can’t pay the rent with it, and it won’t cure cancer. 
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

120 East Market Street, Suite 370 , Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317.236.0477  / 317.454.0732 (Fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

It’s Springtime and this column is all about just that. It was a few days ago that we ob-
served Earth Day. First celebrated in 1970, Earth Day has grown into an international 
movement each Spring whose goal is to raise awareness of the need to take action to 
sustain a healthy, sustainable environment. You can do your part through recycling 
and other measures, but you can also apply some of the lessons of Earth Day to your 
financial situation — and, in particular, to your approach to investing.

Give these ideas some thought:

—Make the most of your existing resources. One of the most valuable lessons of Earth 
Day deals with the need to be responsible managers of the natural resources we have 
available. As an investor, it’s important to maximise the benefits of the resources to 
which you have access. For example, are you contributing as much as you can afford 
to your 401(k)? At the very least, you should put in enough to earn your employer’s 
match, if one is offered.

—Take advantage of a favourable environment. Underlying all Earth Day activities is 
the goal of creating a healthy environment in which to live. You may also benefit from 
a positive investment environment — and that’s what we appear to be experiencing, at 
least in terms of low interest rates, low inflation and the financial market. So in this 
favourable atmosphere, look for those investment opportunities that are appropriate 
for your situation.

—Don’t over-consume. Excess consumption has played a big role in causing some of 
the environmental issues we face. Consequently, many Earth Day programmes teach 
us to get by with less or at least to avoid acquiring more than we need. To translate 
this philosophy into your investment habits, take a close look at the number of trades 
you make. Are you constantly selling old investments and buying new ones in the 
hopes of capturing higher returns? This type of trading can result in significant fees 
and transaction costs — and possibly higher taxes, too. Perhaps just as importantly, 
this constant activity, with all its starts and stops, may detract from your ability to fol-
low a long-term, consistent investment strategy.

—Avoid “toxic” investment moves. The motivation to create Earth Day developed, in 
part, by the growing awareness that industrial toxins were affecting our air and water. 
And you can find many toxic investment moves, too. To illustrate: Many people chase 
after “hot” stocks after hearing about them from friends or relatives or seeing them 
touted by so-called experts in the media. But by the time these people acquire the hot 
stocks, they may already have cooled off. Furthermore, these stocks may not have been 
appropriate for these investors in the first place. Another potentially “toxic” investment 
move is to try to time the market — that is, try to buy investments when prices are 
low and sell when they’re high. In theory, this is a good way to invest; in practice, it’s 
almost impossible to predict market highs and lows. Instead, consider buying quality 
investments and holding them for the long term, or at least until your needs change.

By following these Earth Day-related suggestions, you can help yourself make progress 
toward a healthier — and possibly more productive — investment environment this 
Spring. And that’s worth celebrating more than once a year.

Spring is also a time of planting and that’s celebrated by Arbour Day. On Arbour Day, 
people across the country plant trees. Of course, trees provide us with many benefits, 
including beauty, fruit and oxygen, as well as protection against land erosion. But the 
act of planting and nurturing trees can also guide our behaviour in other areas of life 
— such as (of course) investing. 

First of all, consider the vision and patience exhibited by tree growers when they plant 
their saplings. As an investor, you, too, need this type of perseverance and long-term 
outlook. When you invest, you should be focused on the long term yet be prepared for 
the inevitable short-term market downturns. How long is “long term”? Many investors 
hold quality investments for decades. It’s a long process, but the potential growth you 
seek will need this time.

What else can you, as an investor, learn from tree planters? For one thing, be aware of 
how they keep their orchards healthy. 

By providing proper irrigation and disease-prevention measures, they help their trees 
stay on the long path toward maturity. Similarly, you need to nurture your invest-
ment portfolio by continually providing it with the financial resources it needs to stay 
“healthy.” 

During periods of market volatility, it can be tempting to take a “time out” from invest-
ing — but if you do, you’ll miss out on the potential growth opportunities that may 
follow. Since no one can really predict the beginnings and endings of either “up” or 
“down” markets, you’re better off by staying invested. Also, just as horticulturalists 
take steps to keep their trees from being subject to disease, you can keep your portfo-
lio in good shape by periodically “pruning” it of investments that no longer meet your 
needs.

Here’s something else that tree planters can teach us: diversification. Consider an or-
chard that contains several different fruit trees; its commercial benefits may be greater 
than a comparable orchard that only grows apples. Plus, the presence of a variety of 
trees can prove beneficial if disease strikes one type. In some areas of the country, for 
example, Dutch Elm Disease wiped out thousands of trees, leaving entire streets tree-
less. If some other species had also been planted, these streets would still have had the 
benefits provided by mature trees, even if the elms were gone. 

As an investor, you don’t want to own just one type of financial asset, such as growth 
stocks, because if a downturn hits this segment, your entire portfolio could take a big 
hit. A better strategy would be to populate your “financial orchard” with a variety of 
investments — such as stocks, bonds and government securities — that are suitable 
for your situation. Keep in mind, though, that while diversification can help reduce 
the effects of volatility, it can’t guarantee a profit or protect against loss.

As an investor, you can learn some lessons from Arbor Day that could prove “tree-men-
dously” helpful to you as you chart your course for the future — and you won’t even 
have to “go out on a limb” to put these strategies in place.
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We can help you check this off your bucket list!

We fly in Indianapolis and all surrounding areas.

We have Indiana’s only Easy Access Basket (with a door)

And we offer hotel pickup if needed.

$15 OFF
Per person. When mentioning this ad.

Visit www.InABalloon.com
for more information, pricing and booking a ride.

This “Easy Access Basket”  
has a door that makes it  
easy to get in and out.

Take a 
hot air balloon 

ride over Indiana

317.863.0318
tony@midwestballoonrides.com



      The Word  May  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 57 

Whipping 
Post

By Ms. K / Word Columnist
(I would like to share with you a keynote speech I made last month at Beyond Leather, an 
event in its 6th year in Fort Lauderdale. I hope readers will find it of interest. To comment 
on this or any other Leather topic please e-mail me at MsKLeather@sbcglobal.net.  I look 
forward to hearing from you.) 

So, why are you here this weekend? What caused you to come to Beyond Leather? Did 
you come for the playtime, the workshops, the contests or something else?

I would like to take a moment to speak with you about titleholders and why we have 
contests. There have been a lot of discussions online about the need to do away with 
contests and statements have been made that they serve no purpose other than to 
make titleholders’ egos bigger. I totally disagree with both of these ideas.  

Because of contests our community has grown tremendously. Not just because of our 
contests, but also because of the togetherness they have instilled in this community 
we have grown and continue to do so. Titleholders and contests serve a great purpose.  
The contests that you have witnessed here this weekend help to strengthen our com-
munity. I can tell you this because, being a past titleholder, it gave me the opportunity 
to open doors that would not have been opened for me if I would have not been a 
titleholder.       

So that begs the question: Are there are good titleholders and not-so-good titleholders?  
I think we can all agree that’s worth considering. I don’t have to point out those in our 
community who I feel have not been good titleholders but I’d bet you probably already 
can think of one or two! 

Our contests over the past 30 years have changed and become more diverse, too.  
When our contests first started they were for those in only the gay community. Today 
that is quite a different story.

I remember when I first became part of the Leather community.  My parents thought 
I was joining a gang. Of course they are from the 50’s and people from that time knew 

that people who wore black leather with a chain hanging here or there were usually in 
gangs or at least “up to no good.”  

I am sure my parents’ minds were running wild with thoughts of all the unspeakable 
things I might be doing or getting ready to do. We, my parents and I, laugh about it 
now because over the past many years they have even compared things that I have 
shared with them from our Leather community to actions that members of their 
church have done. I find it amusing that we are sometimes compared to members of 
the church where my father preaches! 

A good friend of mine died a few months ago. His name was Chuck Windemuth.  
Chuck has been a leader in the Chicago Leather community since the late 1980’s.  
Chuck won the Mr. Chicago Leather contest back in 1991 and founded the Chicago 
Kennel Club, which held numerous titleholder prep meetings to help titleholders be 
the best they could be.  

Chuck had told me that this titleholder prep was never about changing anyone into 
something they were not, but it was about bringing the contestant’s best qualities to 
the surface so they could be seen and appreciated.  

It was said that those titleholder prep meetings contained great lessons that those 
attending could apply to their daily lives — not just to being in a contest. Chuck was 
someone wonderful to know and someone who also truly felt as I do, that contests are 
a very important part of our community and our lives. For those of us who had the 
good fortune to know Chuck, we know, too, that contests and our Leather community 
were both very important to him. We need them and they need us.  

Having contests and selecting new titleholders each year at events gives us new energy 
that continues to assist our community. Every year here at Beyond Leather, there are 
new titleholders selected. Like other contest winners, some of them stay and continue 
to work in the community while others we may never see or hear from again. It is the 
ones that stay and continue to work to build our community who are the jewels in our 
crown.  

When someone wins a contest, there will be people who make less-than-flattering com-
ments about him or her, so I’m asking those here: Will you please give new titleholders 
a chance to make their mark in our community before you run your mouth and try to 
tear them down?  

If you are busy doing something good for our community you probably don’t have the 
time to try and tear our titleholders and others down, anyway.  

Conversely, if you are a new titleholder, please keep in mind that you have not won the 
right to always think you are right about everything nor are you an overnight superstar 
to the world. You are still a person who should be respectful. Mind your manners just 
like the rest of us. Our community is small and word gets around so when I hear some-
thing that someone said bad about me, I think to myself: Is this true? Did I really seem 
that way to them? Did I really give them a bad impression of me? Why are they saying 
that? Is there anything I can do to fix it?  

The answer is I usually can’t do anything about it other than continue to do the best 
I can do for our community. After working in this community for over 30 years, I feel 
I have done the best I could. I do believe in these contests and titleholders because I 
have seen the wonderful things that have come from all this.

When I stand at international events with our titleholders several times each year and 
see the joy and pride they have I am also proud. When they say to me that being a win-
ner has changed their lives in a positive way, I smile and feel proud of what we do here.  
When I see titleholders who started out “green” — and  you know what I mean by 
“green” — I smile because they are babies and don’t really know what they have gotten 
themselves into though you can bet by the end of the year, they are more grown up.  

They have more confidence and their ideas of what will make our community better 
are numerous. I welcome their ideas and I hope you will too. I know that many of their 
suggestions have become part of events throughout the country and found a place in 
our community, so I ask you: Please don’t discount a new person’s ideas just because 
they are new. Give them some thought.  

Finally, I want to thank all those who stand up for our community by running for a 
title at a contest. Thank you for being willing to put yourself out there for some to look 
up to and for others to try and tear down.  Thank you for being you and giving me a 
new way to look at things. But most of all, thank you for continuing to be part of our 
contest system so that our traditions can continue. I hope that you will be inspired by 
who you meet here this weekend and think of what good and wonderful things you can 
contribute, not only to this event but other ones throughout our Leather family. This is 
your community and it is up to you to make it better.  

Thank you all for listening to me tonight and I hope you will think about the impor-
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Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Medical 
Matters

You go to the doctor because your arm aches or the sole of your foot feels like it’s 
on fire. After checking for the possible complications that could indicate, he decides 
it’s just arthritis or neuropathy and hands you a script for something to make it feel 
better which you dutifully get filled and head home to take.

But wait a minute!

Have you considered those two awful words: Side Effects?

If not, you, your doctor and your pharmacy aren’t doing what’s needed to keep you 
from becoming one of the almost 90,000 folks a year who the FDA say have serious 
illnesses or death as a result of medications given to them to keep or make them 
well. Side effects are a big deal.

So what can and should you do?

Well, if you follow the signs at least one major drugstore chain has on their walls, 
you should stick to one pharmacy. That way their computers can tell if something 
you’ve been told to take will react with known effects from another drug you have 
been prescribed or allergies you told the pharmacist you had when you started your 
“profile”. You did fill one out, didn’t you?

The problem with profiles and one drugstore to this writer often outweigh the ben-
efits. And that can be summed up with one word: Money.

Several of the usual things I or my partner take for a variety of ills — from stom-
ach issues to sleep ones — are on the “generic drug list” at one of the local drug-
stores, but not at the other chain nearby. Still others are on a 3rd store we do not 
like much’s list. Even for someone wanting to save, there is a limit to how many 
stops one can make, but the carrot of a 30 day supply of one medicine for $3.99, 
compared to the “full price” of $17 can make for a lot less financial anguish so the 
carrot and stick system does work.

There’s the additional issue of where your particular health insurance firm likes or 
wants you to go. They often “suggest” things from their own mail-in pharmacy to 
offering their own carrot in the form of a contract with one particular drugstore 
chain which gets members of the health plan a better deal. And finally, there’s the 
reverse, where one chain or store won’t accept a certain prescription card at all.

But what about the doctor’s office? Surely he or she will know what pills you are 
taking and make sure as best they can that you don’t get a reaction. Not so fast. 
Almost no one we know over about 30 sees just one physician anymore. All of us 
are supposed to have a “gate-keeper” in the form of a family physician or GP (to use 
the old term). That doctor’s office is supposed to get reports back when you go to 
a specialist like an ear, nose and throat (ENT) doc, infectious disease specialist or 
neurologist, but in this age of forced federal conversion to electronic record-keep-
ing, combined with the fact that often different hospital “systems” computers do 
not speak to one another, make sure yourself that the family doctor knows what the 
ENT gave you and in what dosage to make certain the info gets into your record.

To make matters still worse, there’s the issue of generic versus brand name drugs, as 
well as the list of things your health insurer might feel are too costly to let you have 
no matter what.

Most of the health insurers push generics, and much of the time they are exactly the 
same and as good as the brand names whose patents have expired, allowing the big 
generic manufacturers to make them way cheaper. But what happens if your doctor 
doesn’t agree with that “as good as” expression? Then you might find yourself like a 
ping pong ball batted back and forth between the doctor, the pharmacy and the in-
surer. In that case I usually remind all three parties that I’m the patient, want what 
is best for me and if that means an extra buck I’ll pay it.

But what if the insurance firm flatly says “NO!”? Mine did on the stomach remedy I 
have taken for years. No amount of writing by the pharmacy could get the insurer’s 
mind changed and neither could a call from me. I finally had to get my family doc 
to certify I’d tried what the insurance firm wanted to cover “instead” and state that 
it didn’t work and had bad side effects before a week or two passed and the insur-
ance relented. Three weeks without my usual med made me even grumpier than 
usual!

But the issues don’t end there. A relative’s doctor in Florida told her that the generic 

of her thyroid med was not as good as the brand name as the doc said the generic 
“is not as consistent.”  I mentioned that to our family physician and she agreed, 
writing me a script for the brand name. But wait! The drugstore said the generic 
now is “as good” after some years of questions and on top of that they told me that 
90 day supply of the pill for $9.99 on their plan was a good deal and while my insur-
ance would cover the name brand, 30 days worth was all I could get and it would 
be a $30 co-pay. It was a no-brainer that I was sticking with the generic, though 
it meant a call back to the doc’s office and a new script because the rules are the 
pharmacy can’t substitute (even for something you have been using) unless they get 
an OK.

Is it any wonder why doctors and pharmacists are getting busier and more frazzled 
than they were in the good old days?

There’s also the issue of that mail-in push some insurers have these days. It’s OK 
in some ways and does save money, but it’s not OK in others from our household’s 
experience. Not only are you left waiting while a pharmacist some states away looks 
at, checks and fills your scripts, but there’s a delay as they get shipped back to you, 
plus the pharmacist is not there to talk to face-to-face. Also, sometimes, as hap-
pened to my partner recently, the generic the mail-in drugstore sent was not up to 
the quality, he felt, of what the generic the corner pharmacy sells. We know for the 
generics to be sold they must pass rigid standards, but I, for one, still question that 
my generic prescription allergy eye drops are being made in India not Canada. 

Finally, back to side effects. I seem to get a fair amount and so do some friends. Oth-
ers, not so much and some relatives say none at all to which I say “congrats!” But 
how many are real and how many side effects are imagined?

I told a doc recently when he handed me something new to try that side effects were 
a concern — something everyone should at least consider. He smiled and told me “If 
I told you what they were, you’d call back and say you were having at least 50% of 
them, whether you were or not!”

At his recommendation I got the prescription filled, but gave partner Ivan that 
handy sheet each script comes with nowadays which lists side effects, how to take 
the pill, etc. After I started taking it, I told him what I noticed and he’d check the 
list. In every case but one he shook his head “no” when my imaginary ailments 
reared their ugly heads. It’s been a couple weeks now and only a bit of sleepiness 
has resulted in a “yes” from Ivan, while my neuropathy the pill was intended to help 
has cleared up nicely — proof that the doc hit my nail right on the head.

So what advice does this unlicenced columnist have for you? Ask. Always ask the 
pharmacy or doctor if you fear a side effect and do find out what they might be or 
have a partner or friend do that for you then be alert for these demons. Do stick to 
one or two pharmacies and listen when a red flag pops up. If it’s sleepiness, then try 
the new pill (assuming you can wait) the night before your next day off so you won’t 
have to drive or go to work until you find out how it will affect you. Be alert for 
reactions that could be serious like irregular heartbeats, breathing issues or rashes 
and get help right away. 

We’d not want you to be one of those almost 90,000 the Federal Food & Drug 
Administration reported got very ill or died as a result of reactions and medicines 
clashing, but we’d also not want you to be like this writer who waited almost 10 
days for relief from that neuropathy issue just because I was scared about what the 
medicine “might” do. Let common sense be your guide and use meds wisely.

To keep our lawyers happy, be advised that the recommendations 
which are contained in this column are suggestions, but are not to be 

taken as medical advice. Always consult your physician or a healthcare 
professional before taking any medications, undertaking any physical 

fitness or other exercise programme.
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FRIDAY, SEPT. 6
6 P.M. - MIDNIGHT
PRIDE NIGHT IS A FUNDRAISER FOR THE GAY AND LESBIAN 

COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER CINCINNATI.

CINCYGLBT.COM

Brought to you in part by these fine sponsors:
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May 18, 2013  *  Noon - 9pm   

 Downtown Springfield 

 On capitol between 4th & 6th 

 

 

Event Organized By 

* Food * Drinks * Vendors & Exhibitors*              
* Kids Area * Live Music * 2 Stages *  

PrideFest Stage      Stage 2 

Capital City Men’s Chorus   Jen Norman  

Josie Lowder Band    Hedwig & The Angry Inch 

Drag Race Winners    Ben Bedford 

11th Hour Band     Carla Sloan 

Cheri Gilham     Alyssa Furling 

Hurricane Ruth     Summer Osborne 

Karaoke Competition 

 

SPECIAL GUESTS -  

         7:30-9pm 
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AND JOIN US
•  Visual Ensemble 

(Pride Parade & Mainstage)

•  Marching Band 
(Pride Parade & Mainstage)

•  Jazz Ensemble 
(Mainstage)

•  Concert Band 
(Pride Week Anniversary Concert)

COME OUT
—  S I N C E  2 0 0 5  —

PRIDE OF INDY

Our Media Partners:

like us | follow us | watch us

For more information, visit us at 
www.prideofindy.org

Pride is right around the corner & it is never too late to join. 
Please visit our website for rehearsal times & locations
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tre noted, adding, “This year we’re growing again! We’ll have two entertainment stages 
giving us the ability to offer twice as much entertainment throughout the day and an 
even broader range of entertainment including some especially for the many families 
who attend Springfield PrideFest.”

An expanded kids area this year will feature games, a maze, demonstrations, activities 
and entertainment for kids of all ages. Hours for the kids area will be from noon to 
6.30 p.m. 

Springfield PrideFest is also bringing a broader selection of merchandise, food, and 
beverage vendors to this year’s event.

“Springfield PrideFest is a free, day-long celebration of diversity and strives to offer 
something for just about everyone whether you are gay, straight, bisexual, transgen-
dered and no matter what your age. This is a celebration of inclusion for everyone. 
With marriage equality having been in the headlines in recent months, this year’s 
PrideFest will take the opportunity to celebrate that victory or help further galvanize 
the community to push forward in the effort for marriage equality. Equality Illinois 

Downtown 
Springfield
(Map Courtesy of 
Springfield Down-
town, Inc.)

will have a booth dedicated to showing attendees how to take action and get their 
voice in front of lawmakers. If the bill has already passed by pride day, Equality Illi-
nois will share ways to thank those legislators who supported it and worked to get the 
bill passed and onto Governor Quinn’s desk for his signature.

The mission of the Phoenix Centre is to serve as Springfield’s lesbian, gay, bi and trans 
Community Centre and provide HIV/AIDS prevention and education to the community 
as a whole.

For more info on Springfield Pride visit http://www.phoenixcenterspringfield.org and 
then click the link or friend them on Facebook.

Meanwhile, attendees in downtown Springfield will have a host of other activities they 
will want to also want to visit. Those include the Lincoln Law Office and Library (both 
within blocks) and the Farmer’s Market two blocks from Pride. 

Also, ask yourself: What type of wine goes with an art show?  At the 18th & 19th May 
Art of Illinois Wine Festival, the answer is simple – Illinois wine.  

The Illinois Grape Growers and Vintners Association and Downtown Springfield Inc. 
and  are teaming up to offer the fourth annual Art of Illinois Wine Festival from 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, so you can make it a whole week-
end in Springfield.  The wine and art event is open to anyone 21 years of age or older 

Pride & Illinois Wine Share Spotlight 18th-19th 
May In Springfield Illinois’ Fabulous Downtown

and will be held at the southwest corner of Fifth and Jefferson Streets.  Admission is 
$10, which includes a wine glass and five sampling tickets.  A special two-day pass can 
be purchased at www.downtownspringfield.org for $15, and includes a wine glass and 
ten sampling tickets. Wine may also be purchased by the glass, bottle and case. The 
wine tasting event is being held in conjunction with the Old Capitol Art Fair. Special 
entertainment will include the Debbie Ross Band on Saturday night at 4.30 and 8.30.

“Downtown Springfield, Inc. is proud to partner with the Illinois Grape Growers for 
the fifth year in bringing Illinois Wines to the Old Capitol Art Fair. Illinois Wineries 
and the Old State Capitol Foundation are creating a buzz nationally within the tour-
ism industry. Partnerships like this are so vital to cross promoting like interests and 
objectives,” Victoria Ringer, Executive Director of Downtown Springfield, Inc. told The 
Word while inviting all PrideFest visitors to come by the art and wine event, too.

The Art of Illinois Wine Festival is sponsored by Robert’s Seafood Market, County 
Market and WSEC-TV.  Food and wine pairing demonstrations will take place under 
the main tent on Saturday. Chefs from Robert’s Seafood and Lincoln Land Community 
College will prepare seafood dishes using local ingredients from the Farmers Market 
and show how well local food is complemented by local, Illinois wines. For more info 
on the wine and art events visit www.illinoiswine.com 

And finally, if you are from outside the Springfield area and need a room, check out 
the State House Inn. It’s gay owned and operated and just three blocks from PrideFest 
and the art and wine event — and the farmer’s market is just a block away, too. They 
are offering special pride rates of just $92 with free internet and breakfast, as well as 
parking included. For info, visit www.thestatehouseinn.com and see you in Spring-
field!

The two entertainment stages, one located at the corner of Capitol and 4th 
streets and the other at the corner of Capital and 6th streets will have full 
schedules throughout pride day. The entertainment line-up for the two stages 
at Springfield PrideFest 2013 is listed below. 

Stage at the Corner of Capitol and 4th

Noon  Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

12.20-12.50  Capitol City Men’s Chorus

1-1.50  Josie Lowder Band

2-2.40  Springfield Drag Race Winners

2.50-3.40  11th Hour Band

3-4.45  Cheri Gilham

5-6 p.m.  Hurricane Ruth

6-6.20  PrideFactor Karaoke Competition

6.30-7.20   PrideFest Drag Race—Top 5 Winners 

7.30-8.55  Jayne Bond and the Pink Martinis

Stage at the Corner of Capitol and 6th

12.30-1 p.m.  Zumba with John Spurgeon

1-1.45  Magic by Yort

1.45-2.15  Belly Dancers

2.15-2.45  Hedwig & the Angry Inch

2.45-3.30  Ben Bedford 

3.30-4.15  Jen Norman

4.15-4.45  Carla Sloan

4.45-5.30  Alyssa Furling

5.30-6.30  Summer Osborne

Continuned From The Front Page
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FEEL ALL THE STRESS & TENSION
MELT FROM YOUR BODY

UNDER THE HANDS
OF A NATIONALLY-CERTIFIED

MASSAGE THERAPIST

 INCREDIBLE 
90 Minute MASSAGE 

FOR JUST $75
CLINIC LOCATED On East 86th Street In The Nora Area

CALL RON AT
(317) 902-2796

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
WITH QUALITY MASSAGE!

Guest
Comment

By Lisa Vogel / MWMF founder
On 28th March, an activist named Red Durkin posted a petition on Change.org asking art-
ists and attendees to boycott the Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival until organisers fully 
and openly welcome all self-identified women. This petition has intensified a long-running 
debate about and within the Festival, a debate that has often included intense misrepre-
sentations about the political heart of this gathering. There is no doubt that complex po-
litical debate is healthy and necessary within our communities; however, a boycott, within 
this context, fails to advance resolution and only seeks to exact damage. As the Festival’s 
producer for her full 38 years, I write today to clarify the festival’s herstory, intention and 
my desire for understanding within our communities, as well as to clarify where I stand 
on these issues.

I have listened, I have talked, I have struggled and I will continue to do so. I do not fear 
our differences. But I do fear the harm being done to the space held so dear by so many – 
the space known around the world as “Michigan” – by the way this conflict is playing out.  
And thus I hope you will consider what I have to say with an open heart and open mind, 
as I pledge to continue to listen to the diversity of voices in this struggle.

Why We Gather

The Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival is a soulful gathering of womyn from all over 
the world, created 38 years ago during the height of feminist organising. Built from the 
ground up by womyn’s innovation and womyn’s labor, filled with art, performance, play 
and discourse – we live together for a week in the woods and create community as we 
know it in no other form.  There’s freedom on that land that womyn living under patriar-
chy rarely touch; freedom to walk in the woods at night alone without fear; to be clothed 
or not clothed depending solely on comfort and personal style and without judgment; to 
move and work and play and love without the socio-cultural constraints that uniquely 
push down on all womyn, all the time.  For these reasons, Michigan remains vital and vi-
brant even though countless other institutions from that burst of consciousness are gone.  
For these reasons, there’s no real debate about the value of the Festival – it is precisely 
why passions run so strong on all sides of this issue.

When we started Festival 38 years ago, we did so to make a home and a space where we 
could grow our own definition of female identity. At the time, the mere idea of a female 
identity autonomous of male identity was revolutionary. Over the course of nearly four 
decades, we have continued to discover, (re)define and live out what it means to be 
womon-identified and to recognise and honour diverse gender expression among womyn. 
Every August we do the work of growing into a community inclusive and meaningful for 
womyn from diverse class and cultural experiences, different abilities and ages - a commu-
nity alive with a value system grown from the core of radical feminism. Over time, some 
clear collective values have emerged: communal cooperation; a willingness to show up and 
listen; an ethos of love, compassion and active care for others; an undercurrent of strength 
and fierce resiliency; and a commitment to remain teachable. These values are the founda-
tion of the Michigan community.  These values reflect the intention of the space. 

About the Intention

The Festival, for a single precious week, is intended for womyn who at birth were deemed 
female, who were raised as girls, and who identify as womyn. I believe that womyn-born 
womyn (WBW) is a lived experience that constitutes its own distinct gender identity. 

As we struggle around the question of inclusion of trans womyn at the festival, we use 
the word intention very deliberately. Michigan holds this particular lived experience of 
womynhood as honourable, meaningful, unique and rich. Our intention has always been 
coupled with the radical commitment to never question any womon’s gender. We ask the 
greater community to respect this intention, and to value the complexity and validity of 
every gender identity, including that of WBW.  The onus is on each individual to choose 
whether or how to respect that intention.  

Rejecting Transphobia

I reject the assertion that creating a time and place for WBW to gather is inherently 
transphobic. This is a false dichotomy and one that prevents progress and understanding. 
I believe in the integrity of autonomous space used to gather and celebrate for any group, 
whether that autonomous space is defined by age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, abil-
ity, gender, class or any other identity. Whatever spaces we carve out in our community 
to encourage healing and rejuvenation should be accepted, and we should support each 
other in this endeavour. Nobody should be asked to erase the need for autonomous spaces 
to demonstrate that they are sisters in struggle.

Clearly, our community struggles with the wide-ranging opinions that have formed around 
this question. Womyn who love the Festival deeply have intense feelings on all sides of this 
issue. There have been a great many good, loving and smart discussions between womyn 
who profoundly disagree and there have been disrespectful and dehumanising behaviours 
on both sides of the debate that demean all of our feminist political ideals. We all must 
stand up against hate speech, harassment and threats in any form, against any individual 
and against all of our communities.

I passionately believe the healing in our community will occur when we unconditionally 
accept trans womyn as womyn while not dismissing or disavowing the lived experience 
and realities of the WBW gender identity. Sadly, the extreme voices on this issue have 
driven much of the discussion, and the aggressive rhetoric leaves little room for building 
the alliances that are critical to everyone’s survival, growth and integrity. 

We must find ways to be allies in this discussion. I know that for some, WBW space seems 
flatly incompatible with honouring and supporting trans womyn within the larger wo-
myn’s communities. Regardless, we must listen to those who believe in the power of every 
womon’s voice, and commit to stay in a process with open hearts, open minds and abiding 
respect even when that conversation gets incredibly hard. Space for WBW and a true soli-
darity with the trans community can and does co-exist.

Our Commitment to Each Other, My Commitment to You 

The extreme positions being repeated, stoked and disseminated on the internet do not 
represent the complex wholeness of the Festival voice and they overshadow the more 
measured communication that will heal this divide. I call to each one of us to approach 
this issue in the purest example of sisterhood, to wrestle with the extremely difficult ques-
tions of our relationships with one another, and to do so always with compassion and 
abiding respect. 

I commit to promote, foster and participate in continuing discussion on and off the land 
in hopes that we can all move towards greater understanding of each other’s perspectives. 
I will, however, turn my focus away from the destructive voices that do not seek progress, 
but only stoke division. As Festival works to survive and thrive into her fifth decade, I will 
do everything in my power to ensure that she continues as something beautiful, more 
complex than ever and yet true to the principles that spurred me to start this celebration 
in the first place. I invite you to join me on this on-going journey.



      The Word  May  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 65 

Jill A. Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine Shoppe

Jill’s
Swill

6th 
Sept.

Save The Date For Pride 
Night King’s Island!

Spring has sprung and there is no better way to taste it than at a wine dinner. 
Many times wine dinners have their priorities backwards and are more focused 
on the food than the wine. That’s not the case at the one we are holding 20th May. 
Here, the wines are selected first then courses that flatter, feature or contrast the 
wines are chosen. I feel that the result is a feast for anyone who loves BOTH wine 
and food. 

And our menu includes the wines, so visitors will pay one price to sample six deli-
cious wines and six tasty courses. The wine alone is reason enough to attend as 
our menu features grape varietals I am sure many have never sampled.  

The Gruner Veltliner is a refreshing white wine grape from Austria with notes of 
citrus. 

The Riesling / Torrontes blend will awaken your tastebuds and may become your 
“go to” wine for patio drinking. 

The Chateau de Campuget Rose is elegant, dry (very dry!) pink wine.  

The California Pinot Noir is rustic and ripe.  

The malbec is full bodied and spicy.  

And the Sparkling prosecco rose parallels the creamy zabaglione and the fresh, 
sweet fruits served with it. 

Seats are limited and R.S.V.P. deadline is 16th May at 317/972.7966 Our “Natu-
rally Gluten Free” Wine Dinner will be Monday 20th May from 6.30p.m. at Mass 
Ave Wine Shoppe Cafe & Spirits 878 Massachusetts Avenue in downtown Indian-
apolis. Cost is $60 plus tax per person.

Mass Ave Wine Shoppe, Café & Spirits
Wine Dinner

“Naturally Gluten Free”
May 20, 2013 @ 6:30 PM

First Course
Crab and Corn Salad with Lime Vinaigrette

~

Laurenz ‘Singing’ Gruner Veltliner  

Second Course
Sriracha and Honey-Glazed Chicken 

~

Amalaya Riesling/Torrontes Blend

Third Course
 Roasted Cauliflower with Red Pepper Hummus

~

Château de Campuget Rose

Fourth Course
Zucchini and Summer Squash-Wrapped Salmon

~

McManis Pinot Noir 

Fifth Course
Lamb Kebabs with Creamy Tzatziki

~

Massimo Malbec 

Sixth Course
Prosecco Zabaglione with Strawberries and Peaches

~

Riondo Prosecco Rose

 ~  $60.00 per person plus tax ~
Please call with Credit Card for reservations 317-972-7966

Space is limited, so reserve by Thursday May 16th!
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre

Damron
LGBT Travel Guides

with the 2013

For nearly 50 years, Damron has listed LGBT resorts, B&Bs, nightclubs, 
restaurants, cruises, tours & much more, across the US, Canada, Europe & beyond.

We’ll show you where to go! Trip OUT with Damron. 

Call for a free catalog. Got iPhone or iPad? Find Gay Scout and Gurl Scout in iTunes.
415/255-0404            www.damron.com

Out!Trip

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Mothers Day with Mother Goose...
Let me thank those in advance who drop me a card, a call or a text...

and say Happy Mother’s day this month.  
For over 20 years now, I’ve received a number of odd messages on 

the day – ranging from “you’re a real mother” to “thank you for your 
wonderful queerness.”  I’d also like to acknowledge my own 87-year-old 
mother, the Republican Queen of Stark County, Ohio.  

Mom and I have never had an easy relationship but her stubbornness 
is my stubbornness and her intelligence is mine as well.  

Those traits have served me well and confounded others. I know Mom 
would have hoped for a more conventional, conservative son to add to 
the list of grandchildren.  Yet, in many ways, being different has allowed 
me to not have an ordinary life, but one filled with many people and yes, 
many who call me “mom.”  In fact, my Mother has already announced 
my travel schedule to visit her in the garden city of Canton, Ohio, (I’m 
from Tiger Town USA – Massillon. I was one of the babies that did not 
get “Obie” the tiger in my bassinet.)

For those who don’t know, my “gay” mother was the late Peaches 
LaVerne of Cincinnati who passed away in November of 2004.  

She billed herself as the tri-state’s oldest female impersonator and 
was often called “Barbara Bush” as she bore an uncanny resemblance 
to the former President’s wife.  There isn’t a day that doesn’t go by when 
I don’t think about her... the times she came out in and how, in spite of 
great adversity, she managed to become one of Greater Cincinnati’s most 
beloved icons.  

Some wonder if I declared myself “Mother” but actually, it was like 
many sobriquets — one that started out by accident, much like John Freie 
of Cincinnati, who added Goose to my title. I’m offering this up because, 
leave it to we gays, to say “well, you aren’t my Mother” and “for someone 
who ‘claims’ to be the Mother of gay Cincinnati, you shouldn’t...(insert 
the example here).”  

The experience of being called “Mother” has given me a respect and 
a small insight what it must be for a real mom with adopted, claimed or 
biologic children. Right now, I’m thinking about Jen Short, a wonderful 
lesbian mom I met over a year.

Before I forget, the goose fractured her 2nd left metatarsal in March 
due to having webbed feet — or as Rusty Locket stated, “she put her full 
weight on it.”  

Anyway, I appreciate all who enjoyed poking fun at my air cast and 
taking me places.  I’m thinking about Brandon Frimming and Rusty 
who escorted Goose to Adam Hoover’s March for Marriage Equality in 
Columbus on the 23rd of March. And I am pleased to report that I wasn’t 
the only old crone there on a cane that day!  

Grey and grand was the goose. It was also a delight to see Michael G. 
Lloyd (formerly of Cinnasti) who resides in Columbus and is the author 
of Bull of Heaven: The Mythic Life of Eddie Buczynski and the Rise of the 
New York Pagan. 

Since it is Mother’s Day month, I’ll be brief and say – if your Mom is 
still with you – then make a point to be with her. If he or she has passed, 
remember all the good times that you had when you were together.  

After all, no matter how you define it or claim it “Moms are important.”  
Happy Mothers day from the Goose!
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher

INDIANAPOLIS—The word for lunch at downtown’s new 1913 Restaurant in the 
Omni Severin Hotel is local.

—Local suppliers of most everything on the menu and none much further than the 
state of Indiana’s borders.

—Local history as the room itself is named for the year, a century ago, when The 
Severin Hotel first opened its doors to the public.

—Local audience as the hotel attempts to return to what hotel dining rooms did 
when I was a kid, which is to draw in local people for lunch or dinner and not just be 
“a hotel restaurant” catering to the travelling public.

From what we’ve seen thus far, 1913 accomplishes all of those goals wonderfully. 
The atmosphere in the room (the former Hot Tuna and Severin Restaurant space) is 
dignified and upscale. New furnishings have replaced old. The TV sets which were 
always such a distraction have been banished across the hall to the new Severin Bar 
and for better or worse, the buffets have been relegated to breakfasts only, with a 
new lunch and dinner menu which correctly states, “Showcasing Foods of Yesteryear 
With Farms of Today.”

It’s that last item which makes 1913 so unique downtown because literally from top 
to bottom the list of items on offer is from Indiana. That includes the wonderful 
Fischer Farm beef which is served up at lunch in huge 10-ounce patties served as 
you like (and that includes rare), as well as the Miller Farms chicken which is used 
for 1913’s chicken salad sandwiches. There’s also Capriole Farm goat cheese from 
Southern Indiana, Local Folks wonderfully coarse ground mustard and King David’s 
hot dogs on the menu, plus more.

But what makes the place so unique (along with the history of eating in a restored 
hotel which has been operating for a century) is the way in which the kitchen staff 
and chefs have combined the ingredients. It’s possible to start with good “stuff” and 
end up with a mess, but at 1913 everything’s been well thought-out, tested, tasted and 
tried with attention to both the look of the plates and what’s on them.

Menus themselves look like they are printed on aged parchment and not a single 
stone is left unturned. 

We tried the Pickled & Jarred appetiser platter, served on a wooden cutting board. It 
includes Seckler bread & butter pickles, pickled cherry tomatoes which were oh, so 
good and also oh, so spicy and salt & pepper pickled string and wax beans accompa-
nied by lemon tarragon. 

The whole thing was accompanied by some great bread, though we will admit we 
liked the hot “house” bread each table receives even better, complete with butter 
served in glass creamers I recall from my youth and slightly sprinkled with sea salt. 
Delicious!

For the main course, we skipped the exotics (like wild arugula salad and shaved beer 
ham with Fair Oaks Cheddar and “a mess” of bluegill) in favour of burgers and a ten-
derloin. All of the dishes we four ate came with the Omni Severin’s 1913 house-made 
chips and without exception things came out as ordered and in huge portions. That 
alone was sad as with all we ate we failed (bad reviewer here) to even ask to see the 
dessert menu, but that gives us an excuse to go back early and often.

About the only negative side we can see to 1913 is the pricing, which we found to 
be a bit steep even for all those fresh local ingredients. Lunch for four with three 
non-alcoholic beverages but sans dessert came to almost $80, which when a tip was 
added for waiter Wilton’s flawless service sat our total bill right at $100. As we said: 
great food and super service but downtown on a weekday for lunch we’d feel a bit 
happier at $75 or $80 including that tip.

Will we be back? Definitely, though it won’t be quite as often as had the bill been just 
a tad less. I don’t know about you but while I don’t do many White Castle or Mickey 
D’s dollar menu lunches and we aren’t known by friends to skimp, we also can’t do 
very many lunches at $25 a pop and still make out electric bill and keep the phones 
on. 

You do get what you pay for, however, and you can look to see us back in 1913 again 
very soon — this time for dinner with dessert!

May...what a month this looks to be. We pussies have a busy schedule which includes 
Ted’s birthday (He will be 63 on the 25th but for God’s sake don’t tell him you saw it here 
or we will be on short rations and no catnip!), then we have the first pride of the year in 
Springfield, Illinois on the 18th, plus The Kentucky Derby the 4th, the Indianapolis 500 
the 26th and all manner of other fun things around the area. So what have we seen thus 
far worth reporting? Well, we will for sure get no catnip but we do have to tell a tale 
on Ted. A lot of folks say this column doesn’t expose our own foibles or our owners’ so 
here you nay-sayers are. The sordid tale goes like this...The folks over at Downtown Olly’s 
finally got round to replacing their dining room carpet and it looks great though Dean 
says NEVER EVER buy carpet squares if you have a pattern ‘cause it seems they do not 
always fit just right. Nothing as bad as stripes that don’t stripe, eh Dean?! Anyway, Ted 
and Ivan dropped in to say hi about 9 on a recent morning when Tim, Dean and Mikey 
were hard at working laying...the carpet that is. Ted, who is usually oblivious didn’t spot 
one square awaiting a fit in the pattern, but which was already covered in carpet glue. 
Now we cats hear that glue is really, er, ah, gluey and Ted put not one but both feet in it! 
Add to that he had on brand new walking shoes and he was stuck down like a fly (shaker) 
on flypaper! It took Tim and Ivan both to get him loose, get enough of the glue cleaned 
off so he could finish his daily three miles and then poor Ivan needed an hour, some 
high-powered remover used for spills when laying glue-down hardwood floors and lots of 
perseverance to get it all cleaned up! Meanwhile, Ted’s back walking (and looking more 
closely at where), the carpet’s down and looks great! End of story except Ted says he took 
names of the crowd at the bar who burst into laughter when they saw he was stuck. No 
tellin’ what he plans!... Speaking of stuck, sometimes when you have a job and drink 
too much things do not work out the way you plan and you get stuck in the unem-
ployment line. Such happened to a new (now ex) employee at a Midwest club we pussies 
heard about. Seems he went out on a recent Monday night off and got sloshed, then 
kept right on drinking. Sadly, he forgot what he was due to be doing early the next day 
and showed up very toasted at work. His boss, ever a kind-hearted type of guy, said he 
understood (We hear HE was young once, too!) and told said staffer to go sit down, have 
coffee and sober up then start his shift. Not feeling like he was being apologetic enough, 
he repeated his apology to the boss and said he’d start work directly to which the boss 
said “If you feel up to it, but I better not hear any customer complaints!” Sadly that apol-
ogy and advice was STILL not enough so said employee repeated it yet one more time but 
did not move from the office to which the boss said, “Either go to work, go to the bar and 
have coffee or go home!”  We hear said employee was so shocked that he MIGHT lose his 
job that instead of following the advice, he apologised yet again and was shown the door! 
The moral? When you do wrong at work, admit it and if that apology’s accepted STFU 
or you might find the door hitting you on the way out!... Speaking of the door, we are 
thrilled staff and customers got out in time when they had the fire (They’ll probably 
call it “the big fire of ‘13” years from now.) over at Indy’s English Ivy’s. The flames 
were confined to the kitchen hood and the club had yet to get busy for their evening rush 
(It was a Two Fer Tuesday no less.), but damage was done between the blaze, the water, 
smoke and fire department’s axes and more as they did their jobs, so the place shut down 
for three weeks. During that time, Manager Brock and crew did a full re-do which is 
great. We pussies must admit though we have never heard anyone as excited as Brock 
after they reopened about (Wait for it!) a new fancy oven. Actually, his excitement was on 
target as we’ve been in a couple times since and this fancy stove — that cooks from the 
inside out while searing your meat (!) — turns out some damn good eats. They also redid 
both bathrooms (one of which some half-ass already has vandalised), had a cleaning firm 
in which specialises in smoke and more during the closure. The good news is they are 
reopen and while that firm was cleaning the fire smoke, they also got years of cigarette 
smell out of the carpets, walls and seats so English Ivy’s now not only looks pristine, but 
it smells great, too. The even better news is that Nik, Aaron, Bry, Kyle, Benton, Matt, 
Jimmy, Cindy, Josh and all the rest of the crew are back at their usual stations waiting for 
everyone to come in. Oh, and we’d be remiss were we not to quote Benton, who posted 
the following on Facebook during the closure and which had our owners both laughing: 
“Dear English Ivy, please reopen soon. This staycation is driving me crazy. I have found 
that the luxurious life of no work is not for me. There is only so much eating and sleep-
ing and eating and sleeping and occasional cocktails before even these activities lose their 
lustre. — Benton.”  If you think YOU felt bad being shut, how do you think your custom-
ers felt? Anyway, we are glad to have y’all back!... Finally, on a less happy note, word 
has reached us of the deaths of several very well-known performers, including 
Strawbella Bea’goddess and Ashley Kruiz, but try as we might we could find no one 
willing to do an official Word obituary for us. We do know that they were both great on 
stage and will be missed by their many, many fans as well as for the super work they both 
did in the community. R.I.P. 
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