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Halloween!
Bag Ladies Set To Prowl; 
And Masquerade To Howl
INDIANAPOLIS—It’s October and that means charity and fun all combined into one 
as the Bag Ladies (the longest-running HIV/AIDS fundraisers anywhere) have their 
annual bus tour, and the Damien Centre is set to celebrate the 70s with a Disco Ball 
theme for this year’s Grande Masquerade. 

	  

BAG LADIES HEAD OUT FOR 33rd TIME
The community’s invited to join the Bag Ladies as they embark on their 33rd annual 
Bus Tour Saturday 26th October. This year’s theme is Gone With The Wind Fabulous – 
Twirlin’ Thru The City.

Cost to ride the bus(es) is $60 though Indy 
Pride members get a $10 discount. Registration 
deadline is Monday 21st October and those 
interested may register online at: http://
bustour2013.brownpapertickets.com.  

On-site check-in for the tour is from 5 to 6.45 
p.m. at Gregs and please note that riders must 
be 21 to register. Buses will leave at 7 p.m. (promptly!) and tour through the City of 
Indianapolis. Buses will return to Gregs around 2 a.m. Mailed registration forms must 
be postmarked by Monday 21st October. Late registration (if space is available) will be 
$85. Cheques should be made payable to: Indy Pride, Inc. 

Hangin’ 
Around 
@ King’s 
Island

CINCINNATI—They had a re-
cord crowd of 3,462 attend and 
while the last of the money was 
still being counted at press-
time, the annual Pride Night 
at King’s Island which benefits 
the Cincinnati Gay & Lesbian 
Centre was a huge success for 
everyone who came to ride, 
party, see shows, visit friends 
or just, as these folks are doing, 
hang around. More of Brandon 
Frimming’s FRIMBOT.PHOTAG 
photos on Pages 42 & 43.
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Following the passage of local Fairness ordinanc-
es in the state capital of Frankfort last month 
and the Appalachian town of Vicco in January, 
local efforts towards lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender rights are ramping up in many other 
parts of the state of Kentucky. Recently, residents 
of Morehead presented their city council with a 
draft Fairness ordinance in hopes that the Rowan 
County community will become the sixth Ken-
tucky city to adopt anti-discrimination Fairness 
protections.

“I’d like us to move forward. I think Fairness is 
important and this would move our community 
to be a more fair city,” shared Councilman Carew, 
whose sentiments were echoed by all other coun-
cil members, including one who was not present, 
noted Mayor Perkins. 

Councilman Teager made the motion instruct-
ing the city attorney to review other Kentucky 
Fairness ordinances and present one tailored 
to Morehead, which was seconded by Council-
woman Franzini. The motion was approved 
unanimously.

“It’s the right thing to do, and it sends a message 
that we are a community committed to making 
sure all of our friends and neighbours are treated 
fairly,” said Cody Montgomery, a Morehead resi-
dent and member of the Rowan County chapter 
of Kentuckians For The Commonwealth, an ally 
in the push for Fairness protections across the 
state

On the other side of the commonwealth, Bowl-
ing Green residents held a community-wide 
discussion on gay & lesbian rights following the 
Supreme Court’s DOMA and Prop 8 rulings on 
Western Kentucky University’s campus. 

The informational panel was titled “Beyond 
DOMA: What the Recent Supreme Court Deci-
sion Means for Marriage Equality in Kentucky 
and Beyond” and featured Prof. Sam Marcosson 
of the University of Louisville Brandeis School of 
Law; Dr. Patricia Minter of the WKU Department 
of History, Bowling Green Fairness; Dr. Kristi 
Branham of WKU Gender & Women’s Studies, 
Bowling Green Fairness; Alan Smith, Bowling 
Green Fairness, Kentuckians For The Common-
wealth; Andrew Salman, President of the WKU 
Student Identity Outreach, Bowling Green Fair-
ness; and moderator Michael Aldridge, Executive 
Director ACLU-KY.

A statewide anti-discrimination Fairness law 
has been proposed in Kentucky’s General As-
sembly for more than 15 years without debate, 
despite 83% support for such protections among 
voters in the Commonwealth, according to a 
recent poll by The Schapiro Group. 

These local grassroots movements are part of 
many across the state supported by the Fairness 
Coalition, including those in Berea (where resi-
dents expect passage of a Fairness law by year’s 
end), Bowling Green, Elizabethtown, Shelbyville 
and more. 

The Kentucky cities of Covington, Frankfort, 
Lexington, Louisville, and Vicco currently have 
anti-discrimination Fairness ordinances.

Kentuckians Continue To Demand Fairness
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist
Please Continue On Page 22

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2013 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               

™

Thanksgiving 
November
Deadline

Tuesday 15th October
Papers On Street:  

Friday 25th October
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Serving OUR Community  
With Legal Services  
For YOUR Unique Needs 
 

 www.bjbairdlaw.com 
bjbaird@bjbairdlaw.com 

 

317.637.2345 

445 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA STREET,  SUITE 401   INDIANAPOLIS, IN  46204 

ARIZONA PUSHES FOR EQUALITY

Around the country, statewide coalitions are being formed to push for marriage equal-
ity. The latest to pop up: Arizona. And it would make Barry Goldwater proud.

“Why Marriage Matters Arizona” is a new advocacy group formed by a familiar coali-
tion: the American Civil Liberties Union-Arizona, Freedom to Marry, Human Rights 
Campaign and Equality Arizona. The new organisation will hire staff and vigorously 
advocate for marriage equality throughout the Grand Canyon State.

From one of the organisers:

“A bond between two people, regardless of their gender, should be embraced by our 
state,” said Rev. Oscar S. Tillman, president of the Maricopa County Branch of the 
NAACP and the former interim pastor of the New Home Baptist Church in Phoenix. 
“We should not judge a gay or lesbian couple who want to be joined in marriage. This 
fight is about proving that our country is the land it says it is, the land of the free.”  
Those words will be spread throughout the state by this new advocacy organisation.  
The message will resonate.

Their goal: ultimately they want full marriage equality. It won't be easy, but here's one 
fact that cannot be ignored: every reputable national poll on this subject has shown 
steady progress toward full acceptance of marriage equality.  

Not unlike Freedom Indiana, which was launched 21st August, the Arizona group will 
combine the efforts of multiple organisations. And the emphasis on cooperation is 
simple.

For too long similar efforts in many states, and even nationally, have been marked with 
divisive, territorial and unproductive turf wars. There's money, power and prestige in 
political movements. 

Here's how you know a movement is ready to explode: turf wars cease.

It's a welcome sight. In any successful political battle, there's usually enough credit 
and honour for multiple groups to share.  

But why the sudden push toward cooperation?

It's perhaps coincidental that the largest group (HRC) changed leaders about 18 
months ago. Chad Griffin, the energetic HRC president, was a founding member of the 
American Foundation for Equal Rights. He personally solicited legal counsels David 
Boies and Ted Olsen for the landmark Prop 8 SCOTUS case. And when Joe Solmonese 
decided to take a well-deserved rest from the HRC presidency, that group could have 
gone in multiple directions. They chose a smart one.

Griffin had loudly criticised President Obama's tardy defence of marriage equality.  
(Gasp) Inside HRC, that was forbidden. Solmonese was the unofficial gay ambassa-
dor to the White House — HRC stepped out and endorsed Obama's re-election over a 
year early. But the HRC board wisely decided to step out on a limb — it wasn't much 
of a gamble. Griffin's selection signaled a new dawn in gay and lesbian politics and 
advocacy.  

It didn't hurt that the national mood was moving quickly to full acceptance of our 
equality demands. Griffin and other gay and lesbian leaders have realised the road to 
victory is paved with cooperative effort. Nobody owns the patent on perfect politics. 

When the history of Full Marriage Equality is written, it will surely include statewide 
cooperative efforts like Arizona's. And Griffin's selection as HRC president. And the 
26th of June.

MILITARY FALLOUT

All over the country, the aftermath of June's SCOTUS decision, and the demise of 
Don't Ask Don't Tell, join to create an interesting patchwork of events.

In Florida the state's adjutant general is refusing to allow Florida National Guard 
members to enroll for full domestic benefits. It's a holy mess. You see, each governor 
technically controls that state's National Guard. But the complex pecking order also 
has those troops at the beck-and-call of the U.S. Secretary of Defence. How do you 
think we were ever able to fight two Gulf wars simultaneously? At any one time, a good 

chunk of the committed troops are/were Guard members.  Some on their fourth or 
fifth tour of duty.  But I digress.

The Florida governor is a right-wing poster child — Rick Scott. The Tea Party darling 
has advanced a far-right agenda wherever possible. And why not? He won. With his 
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WANNA’ PLAY?! HERE’S YOUR 
COMPLIMENTARY FREE SLOT PLAY! 

Already a Rewards Club Member? 
We have $5 Free Slot Play just for you! 

Valid Now - December 30, 2013
Present coupon at Rewards Club. Rewards Club membership required. Membership is free. One (1) 

coupon per person with valid e-mail address. Valid at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino only. 

Management reserves all rights. See Rewards Club for details. Must be 21 or older. 

	 	 				Gambling	problem?	Call	1-800-9-WITH-IT.			$10FSP-2129	•	$5FSP-2128

Only 20 minutes from Indy - I-74, Exit 109 Shelbyville  www.IndianaGrand.com   877-FUN-4-IND

Saturday, Oct. 5
First Post: 1:55PM - Derby Post: 6:45PM

$500,000-added Grade II Indiana Derby

 TAILGATE MENU
Sunday, Monday 

and Thursday

$5
OVER 20 VIDEO SCREENS!CATCH THE 

SUNDAY 
FOOTBALL 

TICKET!
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OCT 18

CARMEN
CARRERA

OCT 25–26

BIANCA
NICOLE

OCT 31

$5,000
CASH & PRIZES!

COSTUME CONTEST:

LOUISVILLE:

PLAYLOUISVILLE
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

PLAY DEAD
NIGHT OF 1,000 ZOMBIES



      The Word  October  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 7 

OCT 18

CARMEN
CARRERA

OCT 25–26

BIANCA
NICOLE

OCT 31

$5,000
CASH & PRIZES!

COSTUME CONTEST:

LOUISVILLE:

PLAYLOUISVILLE
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

PLAY DEAD
NIGHT OF 1,000 ZOMBIES



Page 8       The Word   October  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

Estate & Wealth
Management for
LGBT Couples

�  Cohabitation Agreements
�  Medical Directives & Health Care Proxies
�  Living Wills
�  Revocable Trust
�  Durable Power of Attorney
�  Separation Agreements

B L O O M I N G T O N
511 Woodscrest Dr.

812.332.5000

I N D I A N A P O L I S  
101 W. Ohio St. 
317.453.2000

www.lawmg.net
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Whatever it may be, our Insured Bank Deposit program 
offers the assurance of Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC) protection up to $1.5 million.

Getting started is easy. Call today to learn more.

What are you saving for?

Deposits are FDIC-insured up to $1.5 million or $3 million for joint accounts of two or 
more people. More information about the Insured Bank Deposit program, including the 
program disclosure, is available from your financial advisor or at www. edwardjones.
com/bankdeposit. For more information about FDIC insurance, go to www.fdic.gov.

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Michael E Wright, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

6925 E 96th Street
Suite 265
Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-9563
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When It Comes To 
Downtown Living 

We Got All The Bases 
Covered!

*Hardwood floors,
*16ft. ceilings
*2 Blocks To Circle Centre
*1 Block To Lilly
*Supermarket Within 1 Mile
*Easy Interstate Access
*Free Indoor Parking Included

Rents From Just 
$775-$1800 Monthly

Immediate Occupancy!

A Taste Of Manhattan In 
Downtown Indianapolis!

Call 
800.849.4853

Panther’s 
Perspective

By Panther Daddy / Word Columnist
Sometimes, the conflict about the choice of topics for the monthly column Panther’s 
Perspective is overwhelming. Minutes after sending the final edit of the upcoming 
month’s piece to the publisher, the mind becomes like a circuit board, lighting up with 
new ideas of what is the most pressing thing going on in the community in the next 30 
days that needs to be addressed in this column. Just like fishing, the creative process 
can be elusive, prolific, draining, exhilarating and at the very least, unpredictable. I 
sat down to write October’s article with a particular focus in mind. However, events 
over the past couple of weeks have circumvented that idea and the topic, forcing me 
to change course and recalculate the message — not too different than SIRI and GPS 
when I decide I have a much quicker route from point A to point B.

We in the Leather/Kink Community are coming into the holiday season of contests 
and events. Nationally and internationally, this is the start of the uphill climb to 
the summit of the more well-known events, such as IML, American Brotherhood 
Weekend, Olympus Leather, etc. Most of the contests are feeder contests to the 
previously mentioned larger ones, but do serve a purpose as they promote, educate 
and celebrate the Leather/Fetish/Kink Lifestyle. They are opportunities for us all to 
come together and not just be with like minded folks but to also re-ignite that inner 
rebel of sexual freedom that initially led us to seek out this particular community. 
However, in doing my search, I found only two contests advertising their October 
weekend activities. The Mr. Ohio Leather Contest will be held in Akron the weekend of 
the 11-13th. This contest happens in conjunction with the annual run of the Rangers 
and the Iron Eagles. The other contest weekend that also is taking place this month is 
a bit out of The Word readership area but is important to mention  — the Mr. Midwest 
Leather Weekend held in St. Louis the 4th-6th. The Midwest Contest region does 
include Ohio, Illinois, Kentucky and Michigan which are the primary target areas for 
this particular publication. What is important to note here is there are two important 
contest weekends missing and they are the Mr. Exile contest held in Columbus, Ohio, 
and the Mr. Bluegrass Leather Contest held in Lexington. Mr. Bluegrass Leather may 
have an evening sometime in the near future to honour their current title-holder but 
as of this writing, nothing firm has been established. Citing these two fine contests as 
missing in action is in no way to impune their credibility or their importance because 
both of them are credible and important. However, their absence is worth noting as an 
indication that perhaps there is a need to assess something that may be taking place 
not only in the kink community but also in the larger gay and lesbian communities all 
over. We hear whispers and rumours about it, we talk about it among our friends and 
colleagues and we ponder it as we are decoding the profiles on any particular app or 
on any random smart phone. We seem to be disappearing.

The disappearance can be contributed to several factors. First and foremost, contest 
weekends are a lot of work. They require time, commitment and significant amounts 
of sweat equity. It takes a lot of bodies to get that train in position to take off and allow 
the weekend attendees to hopefully have a titillating enough good time to come back 
for a repeat performance the following year. Second, they can be very expensive to 
operate. Even with sponsorships, Jello shots, raffle baskets and crotch to floor raffle 
ticket sales, money remains a factor in putting on a quality event — be it a contest, 
bar night or class. The third and possibly the most telling factor is it seems that we, as 
a community, have created this Frankenstein. We expect a super duper, razzle dazzle 
weekend. If we don’t get it, if we don’t get wowed, we won’t be back. I’ve attended 
events where I’ve overheard conversations about how “no one is talking to me” or “I 
feel so lonely among all of these people”. We expect others to provide us with a good 
time, to bring us our joy and satisfaction and when they quite naturally fail at their 
unknowing assigned task, we blame them. We go to be entertained and we forget how 
to enjoy ourselves.

When attending the next event, I challenge you to make enjoyment your goal. 
Enjoyment is about bringing your authentic self to the mix. Whether it is a contest, bar 
night, club meeting, munch or a class really doesn’t matter. It is about giving yourself 
permission to interact with another from a heart space. There is a phrase bantered 
around the community and it is: “Leather/Kink /Fetish isn’t about the trappings of 
the community; it is about the heart of the individual(s).” It is almost guaranteed that 
when someone shares their heart, you will want to come back for more.  There are 
others out there who want that from you. Come and welcome them by sharing yours.

—Panther Daddy (Ebonypapa@aol.com)
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It’s so nice to have younice to y
back where you belongebbabab caca k y eey ey

This isn’t the ‘Lou you thought you knew.  We’ve got a lot of Pride here.  
Say “Hello” to awesome nightlife down in The Grove and incredible culture 
up in the newly remodeled Art Museum.  Come see why The Advocate put 
us in the Top 15 “gayest” cities in America.

Check out our impressive packages at explorestlouis.com/LGBT
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(317) 698-6306 • rkrautter@talktotucker.com
talktotucker.com/randy.krautter

talk to Randy Krautter, REALTOR®

Your Partner
in Real Estate

When you consider buying or selling a home, 

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.

We come to you with our Brazilian Style Charcoal Grill
Featuring the Freshest Choice & Prime Meats, Sides & More

We cater any event - From 10 or more, Indoor Or Out

Call Us For Your Holiday Parties, O�ce Get-Togethers, Weddings, Birthdays & More
We Put The “Special” In Special events From Just $30 Per Person 

We Do It All

Call Or e-Mail Today For A Quote & More Information!

Tradicao Brazilian Grill
“Where We Keep The Brazilian Style Alive”TBG

(317) 840-6748
www.tradicaobraziliangrill.com

tradicaobraziliangrill@hotmail.com
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A major part of the bus tour’s annual tradition is the Bag Lady Queen selection. The 
Bag Lady Queen serves for a period of one year and is the “face” of the Bag Ladies. She 
also serves community through fundraising. The Bag Lady Queen is asked to attend no 
less than ¾ of all Bag Lady sponsored events.  

The competition for Bag Lady Queen opens six months from the date of the tour. After 
that time, anyone can apply to be Queen up to the day of the Bag Lady Queen Pageant. 
Points will be awarded in the following categories:

·	 Fundraising

·	 Attendance at Bag Lady sponsored events

·	 Attendance at community events

·	 Points accumulated at the Bag Lady Pageant

Organisers noted, “In keeping with tradition, the input from former queens the night 
of the Bus Tour may affect the final outcome. Only those Queens in attendance at the 
time of the vote will be allowed to provide input and vote.”

The Bag Ladies could quite possibly be the nation’s first HIV and AIDS fundraising 
organisation, but it is for certain that The Bag Lady Bus Tour is the oldest HIV/AIDS 
fund-raising event in Indiana. Thirty-three years ago around Halloween, 70 or so men 
dressed in drag, boarded three buses and began a journey to help in the fight against 
AIDS by calling themselves “The Bag Ladies.”  

The Bag Ladies got their name from an article out of a New York City newspaper.  
Coby Palmer, one of the original Bag Ladies, read in the article that the New York “bag 
ladies” were fun and campy and had lots “chutzpah”, similar to what the Indianapolis 
Bag Ladies are still like today. 

The “ladies” are men willing to dress in high heels and wear outrageous costumes who, 
each year around Halloween, travel from bar to bar soliciting money until the early 
hours of the morning.

Since the initial bus tour in 1981, more and more men (and a few women) have 
become part of this on-going and growing tradition. After 33 years, the Bag Ladies 
are stronger than ever and the money they raise supports several local organisations 
including The Damien Centre, the Gregory Powers Direct Emergency Financial 
Assistance (DEFA) Fund, Indiana Youth Group (IYG), Step Up and the Indiana AIDS 
Fund.  

The Bag Ladies have been part of several organisations throughout the years including 
Indiana Cares, AIDServe and Indiana Still Cares. In 2005 when Indiana Still Cares 
disbanded, the ladies joined Indy Pride where they march on in their high heels and 
outrageous hair to continue raising money to this day.  In 2012 calendar year, they 
raised and donated over $46,000 and as of presstime, the Bag Ladies have raised and 
donated over $34,000 so far this year.
 
Everyone and anyone reading is encouraged to ride the bus & continue the legend. As 
Gary Brackett who serves as head bag lady these days told The Word, “Remember, the 
fight against HIV/AIDS is not over.  Everyone is encouraged to not only register to ride 
the bus, but to ask friends, neighbours, relatives, etc. to help support the tour through 
a donation. Every little bit helps - $5, $10, $25, $50, $100 or more!”

As of deadline for this edition, the final itinerary for the bus tour was still in 
production; however it will be posted on Facebook and on the Bag Lady website after 
Monday 14th October.  Brackett reminded, “As always, the itinerary is subject to 
change!”   

For additional information, please feel free to contact Brackett by e-mail at 
cadillacbarbieindy@yahoo.com or by phone at 317/435.4923.

Masquerade & Bag Ladies Set To 
Mark October In Indianapolis

Continued From The Front Page

26th MASQUERADE TO BE A DISCO BALL

On Saturday, 19th October The Damien Centre will transform The Westin Indianapolis 
into a disco celebration straight out of 1977. Guests will hustle, cha cha, boogie and 
raise money to support the Centre’s mission to lead the fight in preventing the spread 
of HIV and to assist persons in Central Indiana affected by HIV/AIDS to move forward 
each day with dignity. This year’s Grande Masquerade, the 26th, is The Damien Centre’s 
largest annual fundraiser and is set to raise nearly $160,000 for the cause. Masks and 
costumes are optional but highly encouraged.

Funds raised at this event allow the Centre to continue offering its services completely 
free of charge and lowering its community’s HIV viral load. With more than 10,000 
people living with HIV in Indiana alone and more than half of that population right 
here in Marion County, Indiana’s oldest and largest HIV/AIDS service organisation 
is working harder than ever. In 2012, the centre served more than 3,000 individuals 
with HIV care and prevention services and has since launched several innovative 
programmes, including Linkage to Care and an on-site IU LifeCare medical clinic. 

Tickets to this year’s event are $135 for single general admission tickets and $175 for 
single VIP tickets. Guests may also purchase general admission tables of 10 for $1,350 
or VIP tables of 10 for $1,750. Please note that pre-sale ends 4th October. Ticket prices 
go up $25 per seat thereafter. Tickets are on sale now at www.damien.org/tix

The event will kick off with a VIP Reception, cocktails and a silent auction which will 
feature get-aways, stay-cation packages, adventure experiences, massages, gift baskets, 
original artwork, dining certificates and more. Auction item donations are still being 
accepted. Please contact Elisa Rogowski at erogowski@damien.org or 317/632.0123, 
Extension 269 for more information. The evening will also feature dinner, a live 
auction, entertainment and of course, keeping with the night’s theme, disco dancing!
 
This year’s Grande Masquerade sponsors include: Masquerade Ball Sponsors Marion 
County Public Health Department, McNamara Florist and Walgreens; VIP Sponsors 
Citizens Energy Group, CVS Pharmacy and The Frame Shop; VIP Reception Sponsor 
Southern Wine and Spirits; Gold Sponsors Eli Lilly Foundation, Samerian Foundation 
and The Health Foundation of Greater Indianapolis; Silver Sponsors Anastasia Martin 
Ware and Dr. J. Anthony Ware, Barnes and Thornburg LLP, Bookkeeping Plus, Bose 
McKinney and Evans, Herman and Kittle Properties, Indy Pride, Just Pop In, PNC 
Wealth Management, Premier Capital Corporation, TJX Foundation, USA Funds, Wild 
Birds Unlimited and Wishard Health Services; and Media Sponsors GayIndy.com, 
NUVO, Printing Partners, The Word and WTHR-Channel 13. 

In addition to sponsors, this event also relies heavily on the hard work of generous 
volunteers. If you’re interested in volunteering for Grande Masquerade please fill out 
the volunteer form at damien.org/GMvolunteer or contact Rogowski.

Can’t attend the event but still want to help out? Visit www.damien.org/donate to 
make a secure online donation that will help the Centre continue to provide its critical 
services free of charge to the community. The Damien Centre also offers a range of 
sponsorship opportunities that allow businesses to connect with target audiences 
while giving back to the community.  

For up-to-date information on Grande Masquerade and The Damien Centre follow 
them on Facebook (facebook.com/thedamiencenter) and Twitter (twitter.com/
damiencenter and #grandemasquerade) or visit www.damien.org

The Damien Centre offers vital supportive services to those infected and affected 
by HIV/AIDS so they may live abundant and productive lives. They also provide 
comprehensive HIV prevention services, including HIV testing, prevention counselling, 
education and advocacy.

“We believe passionately in the dignity and worth of every person who seeks our 
services. We strive to be a safe and welcoming place so that no barriers separate people 
from the services they need to prolong and enhance their lives,” Rogowski noted.
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SAINT LOUIS—The Midwest Leather Weekend, featuring the Mr. Midwest Leather 
Contest and the Midwest Puppy Contest, will be held 4th, 5th & 6th October at Bad 
Dog Bar & Grill here. Co-producers Christopher Tyger Roth, Charlie Schoenherr and 
Mike Prater invite the community to join them for a great weekend of Leather, Kink 
and Fetish.

Charlie Schoenherr, co-producer, told The Word, “This year we have, once again, an 
impressive roster of Judges for the contests.” The roster includes (in alphabetical 
order) Slavepup Axel, International Puppy 2013, Matt Hengle, Mr. Midwest Leather 
2012, Scott O’Brien, Mr. Missouri Leather 2012, Sir Jefffrey Payne, International Mr. 
Leather 2009, Karen Ultra and Pup Hercules, Midwest Puppy 2012. 

Mike Lunter will be emceeing the event, with Mark Bozif returning as Talleymaster 
and O. John Groebl as Den Daddy. Pup Bolt will be Judge’s Runner. Pup Astro returns 
as Bootblack.

Matt Hengle, who placed 6th at IML, will be stepping down from his title and hand-
ing the title over to the next Mr. Midwest Leather. The new Mr Midwest Leather 2013 
will win prizes valued at up to $1500.

The weekend will also be featuring - a first  for Midwest Leather - free seminars 
during the weekend. Topics set to be explored at the seminars are  flogging, fireplay, 
bondage and puppy play. 

Schoenherr noted, “If you’ve ever been intrigued about any of these subjects, this is 
the time to investigate or just to attend and learn something new. And they are free 
to the public.”

The seminars will be conducted by local experts and designed around the levels of 
experience of attendees, featuring instruction, questions, answers and hands-on ex-
perience. All seminars will be held at Bad Dog Bar & Grill on Saturday 5th October 
during the day. See the website closer to the date for the full schedules.

Details as well as information about the host hotel, convenient location to transpor-
tation and other features can be found at www.MidwestLeatherWeekend.com.

The three co-producers told The Word that they “are looking forward to a great 
Leather weekend with lots of fun and excitement. See you all there!”

Leather Weekend Set For October @ 
Bad Dog Bar & Grill In Saint Louis

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
To The Region’s Best & Largest Gay Newspaper, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!



      The Word  October  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 17 

OUT WEST™

LGBT STORIES OF THE AMERICAN WEST

FEATURING THE FILM

TWO SPIRITS
SATURDAY SEP 28 12:30 P.M.
Join us for a screening of the powerful documentary about the brief 
life and tragic murder of transgender Navajo teen, Fred Martinez.

Panel discussion with director Lydia Nibley and book signing  
after the film.

Included with general museum admission.

Indianapolis | visit us at eiteljorg.org
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www.dirtytease.net

1551 Bardstown Rd.

502-637-4601

Family owned and
operated since 2007

Where you can
wear your insides out!

Custom tees
made while you wait.

Lots of designs and
colors to choose from.

Come on in and
get teased!

Louisville, KY 40205

$5.00 of with this ad
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4610 Outer Loop
Louisville, KY 40219
danielcmason@allstate.com

Daniel C. Mason
(502) 966-5178

Discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. 
© 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Equality is my policy.

35
98

9

I’ll treat you and your partner with respect 
and without judgment. I can help you save on 
car, homeowners, renters, life insurance, even 
retirement products. Call me today to get all 
the discounts you deserve.
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This guy didn’t use Duane Cook,

F. C. Tucker / Five Star Realty

You Want Scary? 

When looking for a home or selling a home in the 

Muncie area, feel safe and sound when working with 

a Realtor®. Call me to help take the fear out of Real 

Estate transactions and move into your dream home.

Duane Cook, REALTOR®

215.5168  duane.home@gmail.com

F. C. Tucker/Five Star Real Estate
3417 West Bethel Avenue, Suite E  •  765.289.2400
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Four
complete blessing, the Republican attorney general has issued limp responses to the 
Adjutant General's request for backup, and here's why: The Adjutant General wants to 
refuse the Pentagon's directive regarding full benefits for gay and lesbian service per-
sonnel. The Adjutant General is seeking political cover from the Attorney General and 
Governor. The same story, with slightly-less aggressive requests, played out in at least 
three other states in the last 45 days.  

 It's the collective sound you hear when a large animal dies. A last gasp of air after 
a plaintive whine. It won't succeed. Governors who want to assert full and absolute 
authority over National Guard troops — in all aspects — don't have history or law on 
their side. The National Guard-Pentagon dance is a delicate one played out over five 
decades. It's not going to be thrown out over Florida's Adjutant General's political 
whims. But it does provide an interesting window into the thoughts and plans of our 
opponents.  

At hundreds of U.S. Military facilities across America the quiet work of gay and 
lesbian enrollment marches forward. Here and there an NCO Club won't allow a 
gay wedding.  The issue moves up the chain of command and if the couple is patient 
(Our military moves slowly, but effectively.) they'll get their wish. And the benefit 
bucket is significant: spousal housing, access to health care, base exchanges (retail 
shopping at a discount) and many other primo examples of our federal government's 
largesse. In fact, lesbian and gay military spouses will ultimately get everything that 
different-gender spouses get.    

That handcart to hell is parked way over there--------------------------------------. We're all 
anxious for the day when it's normal.

ILLINOIS UPDATE

The superb efforts for full marriage equality in Illinois are marching on. The effort 
fell just a few votes short in the regular and special legislative sessions this year.  A 
shorter session begins in November when a House vote is expected, but the drama is 
palpable.

 When the Special Session ended in late June, the House sponsor pulled the bill. He 
tearfully told a news conference that he had been promised a solid vote at a Special 
Session which convenes next month in Springfield. The only problem is if the House 
votes affirmatively (and that's not certain), it needs to return to the Senate where its 
passage is problematic. So close and yet so far....

Pieced together from multiple sources, here's a summary of what could have oc-
curred:

 The background is the House Speaker supported full marriage equality. The Demo-
cratic governor supported it. President Obama weighed in for his home state's ability 
to step up and provide equality. So did both U.S. Senators from Illinois — Democrat 
Dick Durbin and Republican Mark Kirk. And on the opposition side: the traditional-
ly-loud Catholic Church was not loud.  

The House vote was expected, but the longer it was delayed the more it became 
poison. In the end, the Black Caucus likely delivered the final blow — only half its 
20 members would reportedly stand up publicly. Vote-counters had reported they 
needed 13-15 of those votes. The sponsor and the broad coalition pulled together to 
help support the legislation had a tough decision to make. Did they gain the best op-
portunity to get ultimate passage by forcing a vote, even if it lost only to fight another 
day?

 In the end the coalition and the sponsor decided to pull the bill and avoid a loss, 
however narrow it might have been. And the screams began almost immediately. It's 
difficult for a constituency to get so close to victory and then stall. But the history of 
such stalls is legendary — New York being the best recent example.  

 When you're in charge of counting legislative votes on a controversial issue the 
closer you get to majority the harder the votes become. There are multiple reasons. 
The collective egos, as well as fears of retribution, come into play. In Illinois, retribu-
tion is often multi-faceted.

 Machine politics is still alive in the Illini state. But if you can't get your count over 
the top, sooner or later everyone knows it. And the “softer” votes that helped you 
get to your near-majority start re-thinking their positions. It's no different on gay 
rights than it is a state budget or collective bargaining rights or transportation bills. 

If your “win” is 65 votes, unless the issue is on the Iraq War scale the last 14-20 are 
the toughest.  And votes number 31-41 are probably not died-in-the-wool committed.  
It's very tough choreography.  When you count votes, you have to know the depth 
and breadth of each voter.  Which reminds me of a Vance Hartke story. Hartke was a 
three-term U.S. Senator from Indiana and former mayor of Evansville, where he was 
the consummate machine politician. He was a flamboyant and colourful character, 
and during one political meeting I attended as a young whip, he offered this defini-
tion of commitment levels.

 “I want to know where everyone is,” he said to a small group of allies. “For me, 
against me, leaning, undecided. And among my “for” votes, I want three categories: 
involved, dedicated and committed.” 

I had to ask. “Glad you asked,” he said. “Think of your breakfast. If you had toast 
and butter, eggs and bacon, here's the commitment level: the wheat and dairy farm-
ers were involved. The chicken was dedicated. But that pig was committed.”

 Vance was a character.
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Come Stay
Gay men and women find The 
Dunes Resort an ideal place to relax, 
unwind, and celebrate.
•	Rooms	offering	2	double	beds	to	king	suites
•	1	and	2	bedroom	Cottages,	some	with	
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countries	most	gay	friendly	small	towns.
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Come Play
Party and play at the Midwest’s 
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entertainment complex.
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•	Cabaret	with	live	entertainment
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in	Michigan
•	Game	room	that	overlooks	the	main		
bar	and	deck
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

Dear Dr. Fred: 

My partner and I have been socializing a lot lately with another gay couple we met while 
on vacation last year. I’ll refer to them here as “Tom and Larry.” These guys are what 
some of us like to call members of the “A-Gay List,” a real class act, if you know what I 
mean — handsome, highly educated, intelligent, great conversationalists, well-read and 
well-travelled. I could go on, but you get my drift. We meet them for dinner or brunch at 
a local restaurant or exchange dinner parties at our houses several times a month. We’ve 
also made plans to vacation with them next year and have already booked some pretty 
pricey airfare and a cruise.

Here’s our problem. Recently over cocktails at our house, Tom said they’d wanted to share 
something deeply personal and private about themselves with us for a long time. They 
went on to confide that they were in a group that practiced witchcraft, or “Wicca,” to be 
exact. They described Wiccan beliefs and philosophies in great detail and even what went 
on at the group’s gatherings. They seemed relieved to be able to talk openly about all of 
this and admitted how unusual and nice it was for them to be able to share this with us, 
because none of their other friends seemed open enough to handle it. I reassured them 
that we’d heard about such things, and that we have a very “live and let live” philosophy, 
so we would never judge them negatively.

After a while the conversation turned to other matters, and eventually the evening came 
to an amicable close, although on leaving, they did express that they felt uneasy about 
having possibly “freaked us out” with their disclosure. But again, we reassured them to 
the contrary, and all ended well, or so we thought.

The problem is that ever since that night, this couple has been avoiding us. Whenever we 
call or text them about getting together, they always have other plans. When we ran into 
them at a coffee house the other night, they looked like they couldn’t wait to get away 
from us. They made some lame excuse about having theatre tickets, though it was way 
too late in the evening for plays to be going on. 

So here’s our dilemma. We really like this couple, and want to continue being friends with 
them. But it appears that their disclosure has somehow changed the friendship — in their 
eyes, anyway. As for us, after the initial surprise, we thought we’d shown our acceptance 
of them very well. But could we have somehow made them feel uncomfortable despite 
what we said? And if so, how do we push the reset button and get things back to a better 
place with them? Finally, what are we going to do about these expensive plane and cruise 
tickets if we can’t patch things up?

Sign Us,
Sid and Andy in Indy

Dear Sid and Andy:

As a former professor who taught communication, one of the first things I always 
covered was the importance of non-verbal communication. Most communications 
experts agree that up to 83 percent of what we convey when talking with others is 
through “meta-communication,” i.e. the message within a message.

Meta-communication is transmitted by our body language, posture, facial expression, 
eye contact, voice inflection, breathing, pacing and spatial relationships (how near or 
far we are from the person with whom we’re interacting). So, yes, it’s entirely possible 
that despite your best efforts to appear accepting, your meta-communication may have 
conveyed some discomfort with your friends’ disclosure.

I’m reminded of an interaction I had with a client many years ago. I was interviewing 
the man in a first session, when he volunteered that he had AIDS. I turned to my desk 
to pick up a legal pad to start taking notes. However, his perception was that when I 
turned away from him I was “rejecting him because he had AIDS.” Fortunately, we 
were able to work this wrinkle out. But it was a priceless lesson for me about the 
power of meta-messages.

Similarly, your friends are sensitive about this aspect of their lives and yearning 

to share it with others who can affirm it. Whatever your intentions, it appears they 
perceived some judgment in your response, just as my client did.

So, how to salvage things now? To remove the potential for further non-verbal 
miscommunications, try sending them a friendship card. In it, enclose a heartfelt 
message about how much you value this relationship and how much you’re looking 
forward to vacationing together. Invite the couple over for dinner and share something 
you two have done that might be considered a bit of a “walk on the wild side.” (I don’t 
know many gay men who haven’t got a story or two in that department.).

If none of the above works, I’d still go on the cruise together. Who knows what 
opportunities for sorting things out might come up when you’re all stuck together on a 
boat somewhere on the ocean?

Author’s Post-script: While many people do see Wicca as “white witchcraft,” more 
liberal theologians recognise it as a legitimate religion, and it is practiced widely across 
the world, with many gay followers.

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW is a gay therapist in Louisville. Send him your questions 
at FredSchloemer@aol.com 

MarchOnSpringfield 
ForMarriageEquality @IllinoisMarcheswww.MarchOnSpringfield.org
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Where Do Indiana & Kentucky Turn For Gay & 
Lesbian News?

Right Here, Of Course!
Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

317.632.8840 In Indianapolis

Catch DJ Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in Dayton.

Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is hot)

1 - Robin Thicke feat. T.I. & Pharrell - Blurred Lines (Keegan & Powers Mix)

2 - Lady GaGa - Applause (Perry Mix)

3 - Kesha feat. will.i.am - Krazy Kids (Jason Nevins Electro Mix)

4 - Jennifer Lopez feat. Pitbull - Live It Up

5 - Bruno Mars - Treasure (Cosmic Dawn Mix)

6 - Ke$ha - C ’Mon (Wideboys Mix)

7 - Daft Punk - Get Lucky

8 - Lana Del Rey - Summertime Sadness (Dark Intensity Remix)

9 - Jason Derulo - The Other Side (Smash Mode Mix)

10 - Taylor Swift - 22 (Dj Mike D Mix)

Hey, kids!!! DJ Hill here. I’m sayin’ “Give me some freakin’ YAY!” It’s October and that 
means it’s the creepiest mixes of the year. Not to mention my favourite season. And...
ah, BOO! This month’s topic: Club mixes, remixes and album versions.

I remember the day when a 12-minute mix would pack the floor but these days any-
thing past four minutes and the crowd gets bored. Let’s back up a few years…

The whole concept of the 12-inch record started when DJs in the 70s would mix two 
copies of the same song to make it longer and more enjoyable. That caused the birth 
of the 12-inch single, which lead to Dub Mixes on the flip side so that DJ’s could even 
have more options of extending or playing with what was on the disc.

When I got my start that’s all DJs would play. The thought of playing the album ver-
sion was odd. Unless you had to. The whole idea of a club mix is to make it danceable. 
One of the best out there (and the one I looked up to) was Hex Hector, who made the 
best anthems out there. I’m sure we’ve all heard the Hex Hector Club Mix of Absolutely 
Not by Deborah Cox. And if you have then you know the reason for club mixes: Taking 
a ballad and making it a club anthem and packing the floor.

Some of the best producers out there whom I miss...

—Thunderpuss (Chris Cox & Barry Harris) who were able to make the most lame ra-
dio Top 40 song into a club hit. Examples: Britney Spears’ Slave 4 U, Kina’s Girl From 
The Gutter and numerous Whitney Houston ballads. There’s a lot more I could add to 
the list but I don’t think I have room for all 2000 mixes they have made together. 

—Razor-N-Guido just did their own thing and made hot music. 

—Rosabel (Ralphi Rosario & DJ Abel) also doing their own thing and thank you to 
Ralphi for keeping it up.

The concept of the club mix is going out the door based on what I see. Like I said 
earlier, the attention span of the new generation is getting shorter and shorter. And the 
thought of a remix of a new popular song is just ridiculous. They think of it as techno, 
but it’s not. And the real dance music out there from producers like David Ghetta, Ties-
to or (and not my favourite) Skrillex is NOT techno but Electronica (or from Skrillex 
CRAP better known as Dub Step). But not Techno. That died back in the late 80’s/early 
90’s. But for some reason today’s kids think the new stuff is techno if it’s not Hip-Hop. 
But that’s a whole different subject.

So, let’s get back to the new stuff…

Katy Perry - Roar: Ugh! More Katy puke. Why is this so popular? Played it one night 
and packed the dance floor. The next night? Total dud. I do have the Devine Canine 
Uptempo Redrum Mix but it’s still a dud.

Lady GaGa - Applause: Talk about another dud on the dance floor. I played the origi-
nal the first night it came out and still nothing. I do have the Perry Mix which is basi-
cally the same thing but more bass. It’s already going at 200 miles an hour.

Robin Thicke ft. 2 Chainz, Kendrick Lamar - Give It 2 U: Really??? Robin says 
“I gotta big dick for you.” Really? Prove it! I don’t know where to start with this one. 
Blurred Lines was sexist enough but now we have this? Who cares what remix is out 
there. Cheerleaders in skimpy costumes. I’d rather see the hot male cheerleaders doing 
flips and stuff. Oh, but there aren’t any.

Lana Del Rey - Summertime Sadness: This is a weird one. The vocals are so mel-
low and the music tries to build up but it just falls flat and takes too long to get to the 
meat of the song. The Dark Intensity Mix does help out with starting off strong but the 
vocals still slow it down.

That’s it for now. I can’t wait for November when I get to check out the turkeys! Of 
mixes that is. 

Check me out at MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. I’d 
love to hear from you. Happy clubbing!
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Fall & Winter Are 
Fast Approaching
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
Right Here, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

It is a truth almost universally acknowledged that if you make a movie based on 
one of Jane Austen’s novels, you are guaranteed to be in possession of a good 
fortune shortly thereafter.

Jane Austen has been a good little money-spinner for the best part of two 
centuries, transcending the whims of literary fashion and remaining a darling of 
fans and scholars alike.

Her novels are eminently filmable and there has been a plethora of adaptations, 
contemporary updates (from Clueless to the Bridget Jones novels and movies), 
and even spoofs of her work in recent years (She hasn’t even been able to avoid 
America’s current obsession with zombies!).

Then there is a fascination with Austen herself. What was she like? What must it 
have been like to live in her era?

Austenland, a movie based on the 2007 novel by Shannon Hale, is a light-hearted 
attempt to recreate the experience, not only of living in Austen’s England, but of 
being a character in an Austen novel. 

In the film, a trio of American women travel “back” to the days of petticoats and 
bonnets, when manners and morality reigned supreme. The journey is instigated, 
in part, because the women are Austen equivalents of Trekkies, and because 
they each have a desire to meet the man of their dreams (i.e. someone closely 
resembling Mr. Darcy from Austen’s 1813 novel Pride and Prejudice).

Jane Hayes (Keri Russell) is a 30-something American woman who is obsessed 
with Austen and, in particular, with Pride and Prejudice. Already close to the 
age when most “marriageable” women have been paired off, she is caught in an 
endless cycle of unsuccessful relationships. Could the life-size cardboard cut-out 
of Colin Firth as Mr. Darcy in her living room have anything to do with it?  

Jane wants a real life Darcy of her own, and she is willing to travel more than 
3,000 miles for a chance to meet one. Swayed by a travel agent, she books a trip 
to England to visit Austenland, a Regency-era theme park in which actors portray 
characters from Austen’s novels while participants immerse themselves into plots 
taken straight from the author’s novels.

Jane realises that what she is doing is a little deluded, and that what she wants is 
the stuff of fantasy literature. But she doesn’t care. She wants a last shot at finding 
her dream man. And, she’s ready to invest her life savings on the scheme.

Austenland looks like an Austen fan’s wet dream. Period-costumed re-enactors 
lend an air of authenticity that only re-enactors are capable of, and Austenland’s 
owners go out of their way to ensure that their paying guests experience a 
“complete immersion in the Regency Period.” 

But Jane soon learns that the rigid class system of Austen’s time is not limited to 
that era. She has purchased only a “copper” package, unlike her two compatriots 
who have the much glossier “platinum” packages. Thus, while her fellow 
Austenites are dressed in 18th century finery and housed in the most luxurious 
rooms, she is given plain, drab-coloured dresses and has to sleep in something that 
resembles a large closet. Rather than an Austen heroine, Jane looks like one of the 
scullery maids.

Moreover, the promise of romance is as much an illusion as the dashing 
aristocrats, sumptuous dinners and periwigged servants. Relationships are 
rigged by Austenland’s owner, Mrs. Wattlesbrook (Jane Seymour). There is the 
rakish Colonel Andrews (James Callis, looking like a young Dirk Bogarde) whose 
sideburns appear to be slightly sharper than his wit. The boorish and rather 
witless “Miss Elizabeth Charming” (Jennifer Coolidge) makes a beeline for him 
immediately. And there is a hunky West Indian captain named George East (Ricky 
Whittle) towards whom “Lady Amelia Heartwright” (Georgia King) quickly makes 
overtures.

Jane, however, now re-christened “Miss Erstwhile,” is not impressed with Mr. 
Henry Nobley (J.J. Field) who is clearly Austenland’s Darcy substitute. Brooding, 
moody, and world weary, he seems to alienate everyone with his gruffness and 
plain-spokenness. First impressions being what they are in Austen’s work, neither 
Jane nor Nobley are much taken by one another. 

So, Jane largely eschews the showy company of the “big house” and spends her 
time alone or with the stable hand, Martin (Bret McKenzie). He seems more 
down-to-earth and authentic in a way that doesn’t mimic the dress and manners 
of a previous period. He is also romantic in a quietly subdued way, and his “horse 
whispering” approach to his work (not to mention birthing a foal) soon has Jane 
swooning.

Yet, in Austen’s stories, the characters are not what they seem on first impression. 
The “decent” men often turn out to have dark secrets and the ones who seem dark 
and devious turn out to be the only trustworthy ones. And so it is in Austenland. 

All of which makes for some rollicking good fun. Austenland never takes itself too 
seriously. And it is quite content to avoid trying to be anything other than a small 
scale chick-flick. 

Which is both the film’s strength and its weakness.

Austenland probably deserved a much bigger budget and a higher profile. Some 
of the film’s early scenes feel very low budget and occasionally the script seems 
a little hurried and flaccid (though Jennifer Coolidge has some hilarious lines). 
You’d think a film boasting Stephenie Meyer (of Twilight fame) as executive 
producer would have attracted some serious Hollywood dollars.

Yet Austenland is never totally one-dimensional. It cleverly combines plot elements 
from most, if not all, of Austen’s novels into its narrative. Austen fans will enjoy 
picking out nuanced references to Sense and Sensibility, Persuasion, and even 
Northanger Abbey.

Perhaps because Jennifer Coolidge has such a pivotal role, Austenland feels 
a bit like one of Christopher Guest’s clever mockumentaries (like Waiting for 
Guffman, Best in Show and A Mighty Wind). The film pokes fun at its subject while 
remaining largely a fan letter to it. 

Thus, Austenland will be relished by Jane Austen fans. For the rest of us, it 
remains a clever, funny and charming film.
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 

Jill’s 
Swill

Dear Mz. Pink,
I have recently been cheated on and dumped by yet another female. I am so over girls 
treating me with disrespect and meanness. I am ready to give up on lesbians and the 
lesbian lifestyle!

I am a catch and should not be treated this way. Not only that, but it’s happened multiple 
times. I just can’t take another life that I build with somebody going down the toilet and 
me, of course, losing everything. I hate thinking this way, as I’ve been a lesbian my whole 
life, but my heart and mind can’t go through another bad breakup like this one which 
involved cheating, lying and anger. 

I’ve recently been dating a guy and I feel awkward, but I am just too scared to date 
another female. How do I do this? Am I going about this the right way? I’m confused and 
I feel lost. My boyfriend is very nice and honest and everything I would want in a girl. He’s 
also open to my sexuality and knows how I feel. I don’t want to hurt him if I can’t shake 
the awkward, uncomfortable feeling of being with him. Help!

Gay Girl Straight World-Indy

Hello Gay Girl,
I understand how you feel. Lesbians, for some reason can be mean and heartless it 
seems. I’m not sure why the tough façade, but it not only is one of the attractions of a 
lesbian, but it’s a huge downfall. I think I’m a little confused on that topic as well. 

Also, I can’t change how you’re feeling right now. I can only encourage you to not 
give on all together on the ladies. There is a good one out there; unfortunately it’s just 
taking a few bad tries to find her. I say don’t look so hard for her and she will pop up. 

As far as the guy goes, try it out. I’m not an advocate for not trying something because 
maybe it will work out and after the initial awkwardness of the whole thing maybe you 
and he will have something that feels right. As long as you are happy and he respects 
you and your feelings, I say go for it. Love really is love.  I just hope you are doing this 
for you and not anyone else. 

If you’re gay be gay and don’t let society dictate whom you’re happy with. Also, don’t 
string this guy along if you know you won’t ever feel genuine for him. If you know 
you’re gay, forcing yourself to be with this guy won’t change that, and then it will be 
you being the bitch in the end because he’s built this life with you and you don’t want 
him that way. 

Be sure you’re sure before you make any major relationship decisions with him. You 
don’t want to be like one of the girls who have hurt you in the past, do you?

My advice to you is to date. Date everyone. Maybe your tastes have changed since your 
last girlfriend. Maybe you want someone with a completely different personality than 
what you’ve had before. Maybe you want to try new things and need a girl or guy who’s 
more open to trying those things. Try dating outside your comfort zone with girls and 
guys. You may just surprise yourself and others may surprise you. 

The most important thing is that you stay honest with yourself. Don’t do anything you 
don’t want to do. Don’t love anyone you don’t want to love. Just take things one day at 
a time. I know it’s a cliché, but it’s the truth. Build yourself up so you have your stuff 
together, have your own stuff, your own life and then if you meet somebody you can 
start building a life together if that’s what you want. 

People break up and things happen. You can’t let those things keep you down. Learn 
to heal from those wounds and move on. Not all girls are evil and not all guys are nice. 
You just have to find what makes you happy and just go with the flow.  

As long as you are open and honest about who you are, at the end of the day no matter 
what hapens, you know that you are you and you are doing things that make you 
happy.

Good luck!
Mz. Pink

Jill Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine
All That Jazz and a little bit of wine too.... Did you enjoy any of the 2013 Indy Jazz 
Fest? I had the pleasure of being in the company of two of the strong line up presented 
“all over town” 12th - 21st September.

The festival opened with New Orleans jazz icon Allen Toussaint.

The Schrott Performing Arts Center is brand new on Butler Campus. Allen was one of 
the first musical artists to perform in the venue. And he did so with grace, class and 
joy!

It’s a “large but small” kind of venue — only seats 400 but feels more intimate than 
that. Most of the seats are close to the stage with a slight, slow elevation that ends in 
a balcony that I wouldn’t really call a balcony compared to what they are like in large 
venues. You just feel very connected to the stage. And I thought that the performers 
must really feel in touch with the audience. Which could be good or bad. Ha! Thursday 
night, it was great!

Allen came out in a stunning silk suit that appropriately had every colour of the chakra 
system on it. As the night went on, I kept thinking he was wearing the coat of many 
colours of jazz. And his music was bringing those chakra colors/meditations to life: 
as he was sharing the root, the soul, the heart, the throat and the eye of jazz. And on 
his feet, practical white sox and sandals. Love that! He has a sweet humble smile that 
never ceased for the almost two hours he played. 

We were seated stage left in the 4th row so we had the perfect view of his amazing 
hands. Oh my, how they swirled and slid so easily over the keys. Each movement was 
certain and emotional caressing the keys with respect and joy. 

Allen talked to the audience for a bit and shared his wonderful sense of humour. Re-
marking on how his writing royalties have helped in so many ways...especially when 
the Rolling Stones and the Grateful Dead used his work. “They all still play like they 
are hungry — and they are old! I like that!” he said about the Stones and their latest 
work. 

He played several songs from his Bright Mississippi album — he loved calling it an 
“album” too — then got out a bag of “goodies” from the Accent Annex in New Orleans 
and tossed trinkets and T-shirts and beads to the audience. He was having a good ol’ 
time.

It was a night I will never forget. 

But the wine I had that night — not the same. Was a lackluster Chardonnay. I didn’t 
catch the name as it was the “bar pour”. I detected a few notes of banana and pineap-
ple and a good dose of vanilla oak. But nothing to remember. 

The wine was better ( 2010 Jawbone Sauvignon Blanc, Marlborough, New Zealand- 
notes of green pepper, grassy, decent sipper)  and the jazz was just as smart on Satur-
day night when I heard Diane Schuur at The Cabaret at the Columbia Club. 

The high ceilings, marble floors, chandeliers and a backdrop of Monument Circle 
made for an elegant, sophisticated setting. The Cabaret is tucked away on the third 
floor of the club. 

This show was a sell-out and the crowd was seated comfortably at chic round club 
tables on the floor with a simple stage against the wall where the leaded glass windows 
frame the Monument and buildings surrounding it. 

Ms Schuur’s performance was playful and done with an ease that made you did feel 
like you were at your talented Aunt Diane’s house and she was playing the piano and 
singing just for you. We were her playmates for the night. Her band ( Pat Mallenger on 
saxophone, George Fludas on drums and Jake Vinsel on Bass) looked like they were 
underage but their youthful look did not show up in their performance. Each played 
with intensity and respect for Ms Schuur who was having a fabulous time, taking her 
voice to intense heights then following up with a whimsical run on the piano keys and 
breezy laugh with the crowd. 

Her copper colored hair was secured with a bejeweled barrette that matched her 
glasses. She had taught a Master Class to students at the Cabaret earlier that day, and 
our show was her second of the evening. Yet she played for an hour and gave it her all.   

More info and next year’s schedules are at www.indyjazzfest.net 
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Complete details available at Club Centaur. Management reserves all rights. Must be 21 years or older to enter casino. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

Just Minutes North 
of Indy off I-69 at 

Exit 226 in Anderson.

(317) 656-7223
HPWinnersCircle.com

Details available at Club Centaur Programs Counter. Must be 18 years or older to enter. Management reserves all rights. Some programs subject to change.

Downtown Indy - Just one block from Monument Circle at 
20 N. Pennsylvania between Washington and Market Streets.

Hoosier Park’s Winner’s Circle Pub, Grille & OTB

Get In On Big Fun Sundays  
and Leave the Travel to Us!

Join us at the Winner’s Circle and travel round-trip to  
Hoosier Park for a day of thrills for only $10!

For reservations or more info call (866) 320-1028

Your Sunday Packages Includes:
• Round-Trip Bus Transportation

• $10 in FREE Slot Play
• $10 in FREE Dining

(800) 526-7223
HoosierPark.com

Food, Friends, Fun, Horseplay...
A WINNING COMBINATION!

Simulcast Live from Indiana Downs in Shelbyville

Join us for the 19th running of the

HOOSIER PARK RACING & CASINO
$500,000-added 
Grade II

Take in the excitement of the Indiana Derby simulcast at Hoosier Park  
Racing & Casino. Enjoy a day filled with live entertainment, delicious 

dining, great giveaways, thrilling live harness racing and of course, 
the 19th running of the Indiana Oaks and Indiana Derby!

Plus, wear a Derby hat and get $5 FREE Slot Play!

• Saturday, Oct. 5 •
Oaks Post: 6:05 pm • Derby Post: 6:45 pm

TEN very lucky players will win a 
$1,000 WIN BET to place on the 
Indiana Derby!      Must be present to win. 

$10,000  
WIN BET  giveaway



Page 36       The Word   October  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  October  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 37 



Page 38       The Word   October  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

ATTACK of the recurring Syphilis!

Its Back!
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
The new Mac Operating System (OS) is out. So is the new iPhone OS and so are a 
variety of new iPhones — coloured and less-exciting (but faster speed) white, silver 
and now gold, though they call it “champagne”. And ever since they were announced a 
few days ago, our computer e-mail hotline, as well as our phone and our conversations 
on the street seemingly wherever we go have been the same: Should I get one? If so, 
which one should I get?

My answer, not only to those who wrote, called and asked, but to everyone is the same: 
It depends what your plan allows, how desperate you are to have the “latest greatest” 
and are you really going to be using the capacity you will gain for anything or do you 
just want it to say you have it and to wave it in the faces of the less techie fortunate?
All things considered, I would be willing to wager that 50% or more of the readers of 
this column neither need or really will want to have a new phone. That does not mean 
you will refrain from buying or trading up to one, but I am talking practicality here 
and not looks, colours or anything else.

Fact is that just because the new phones are out is not a reason to dash out to the 
Apple store or to your provider’s place and get one — much less stand in line to do 
so.  My partner and I are both eligible for upgrades and plan to use those for the new 
iPhone 5S, but again that’s not for everyone. I find that I do use a lot of the things 
which the new hardware and software upgrades will make run faster and more 
smoothly, but if you just talk on your phone, maybe send a few texts and take some 
photos, you might not see much difference between the 5S and the old iPhone 5, 4S or 
even an ancient 4.

So what to do?

Start by taking stock of what you do with your phone. Do you spend a lot of time on 
the mobile web? Do you download music? Play tunes you have downloaded or stream 
radio via TuneIn or another app? How about texting?  Talking? Taking or sending 
photos or video? What about checking stocks or playing on Facebook or games? Are 
you usually on WiFi or on a cellular network?

Also, do you buy, need or use a few apps, a lot of apps or just have the apps that came 
installed when you bought the phone?

Your answers to those will give you a few good ideas as to what you need versus what 
you might have now with your old 4, 4S or 5.

But wait...there’s more. Just like with a car or motorcycle — fancy, cheap or an old 
“beater” — it might belong to you, but it cannot operate without a road the state or 
city owns. And in the case of that fancy phone, the road is your provider. Are you 
happy with your provider’s coverage, speed, service, packages and pricing? If not, this 
is a good chance (assuming your old contract is complete) to change directions and 
highways. But be warned: you might be trading in and ending up not with an upgrade 
but a demotion, depending upon which provider(s) offer decent service where you are 
and where you travel.

Many years ago I was using a provider whose service was purely awful in Southwest 
Indiana, but great in Indianapolis and fair in Louisville. That was dandy, till my 
partner got a survey job (a highway engineer) in Southwest Indiana and I had more 
dropped than completed calls. And many times we were unable to connect at all. Add 
to that the fact that data coverage was as spotty as the voice where he was, so often he 
was unable to connect to the net or do any surfing while he was in the hotels his boss 
chose for him. Before it all was over, we bailed on that provider for one which had 
(at the time) so-so service in downtown Indianapolis, but stellar coverage in the area 
where he was working. The moral? Figure out what you need and how well different 
providers offer it. And ask friends, try their phones and hear what they have to say 
about things like dropped calls, slow data and more. Just as not even the fanciest car 
can operate well on a dirt or gravel road, the best new phone with a fancy OS can’t 
play nice when the service is not there to start with.

Finally, look at service plans and your budget. I have been enjoying “grandfathered 
in” status with at&t meaning while it’s throttled (slowed) after 3 gigabytes are used, 
I get unlimited data as part of my plan. Sadly, if and when I upgrade to that new 

iPhone, the plans I will be faced with are going to be the same as anyone else’s. In 
other words I will lose my grandfathered in status beginning a new contract and start 
paying more for data — especially if I use a lot of it. Remember what I said at the 
start of this article: to know whether you wish to upgrade and in what ways, you need 
to think about what you use and require. And internet service is a big piece of that 
puzzle. If you always end up handing back unused chunks of that data plan, then you 
can manage fine and will pay proportionately less, too. If you are always over, then you 
might need a better data plan than the “basic” but you will end up paying for it. 

Also find out what your carrier does if you run over. Some slow your speed, others 
charge $10 for an extra gig of data and still others warn you with texts then take some 
combination of actions or give you the opportunity to cut your use until the billing 
period ends. Get all the information then act informed.

So back now to the first question we asked: should you shop for a new phone? We’d 
say for us, yes but we use a lot of web on the road, send a ton of texts and data and we 
listen not to local radio (which I feel is lousy) but to internet radio from the TuneIn 
Radio and WunderRadio apps. Add all of it together and I am personally excited about 
the faster speed of the 5S.

Oh, and what about those “C” phones? The ones in a myriad of colours. Will one of 
them work for you? Maybe if you are on a 4 or 4S and OK with a smaller speed boost 
(and cheaper price tag) than making the jump to a new 5S, but do be warned whatever 
your choice, once you use that upgrade, you will likely be stuck in a new two-year 
contract which will marry you to the provider you choose as well as to the phone you 
pick.

One bit of good news: regardless of whom you use for a provider you should do that 
upgrade not at the provider’s store but at your local Apple retail store. There’s one at 
Kenwood in Cincinnati, Oxmoor Louisville, Keystone in Indianapolis, Fayette Mall in 
Lexington, University Park in Mishawaka and elsewhere around the area. 
Why upgrade there and not at the Sprint, Verizon, T-Mobile or at&t store? Easy! Apple 
techs make a world of difference during upgrades, can help with data transfers and 
it’s “their” phone so who could possibly know it better? They also offer AppleCare Plus 
which you’d be silly not to buy meaning a drop or break or even a dunk in the bathtub 
and you can get a replacement phone for $79 for two years after you buy it. The 
carriers do offer some “insurance” plans, but we just like Apple’s better for the cash.
The only other tip I will offer is if you do go to Apple to upgrade, make an appointment 
as they are busy all year, but especially with new products. And before you go, back up 
your phone to your computer or to the cloud so all of your apps, data, photos, music, 
etc. will be there for you when you come home and synch the new device. Also check 
online or at the store and see what they will give for your old phone as Apple has 
recently started trade-ins. For instance, my two-year-old 4S on at&t is worth $220 on 
a trade so if I were to upgrade today, all I’d pay is the difference between that and the 
$299 that new 5S with 32 Gigs I want costs. Ace!

Give all of the above some thought, look at your pocketbook and see what you can and 
want to afford, decide what you need and then go shopping!

After answering 
some questions, 
this what the Apple 
website told me my 
old phone would 
be worth. A visit to 
the Apple store to 
confirm the phone’s 
condition and I’d 
have a credit waiting 
for me to use on a 
new iPhone 5S.
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by Matt Ponder
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MarchOnSpringfield 
ForMarriageEquality @IllinoisMarcheswww.MarchOnSpringfield.org

Sponsors

B e s t G a y C h i c a g o . c o m

Chicago Black Gay 
Men’s Caucus

As Summer fades into the dark that creeps around the edges of morning and night, 
we pull on our hoodies and carve grinning faces into pumpkins as the moon shines 
through skeletal tree branches. We sit around campfires as the crisp burnt air stings 
our nostrils and we whisper scary stories about the monkey’s paw or the vanishing 
hitchhiker. Yes, Fall is the perfect time for ghost stories. But some ghosts haunt you 
year round. Come closer, and let me tell you a terrifying tale of ghostly menace…  

So, when we think of ghosts we usually pull up the same images, right? 

My experience with actual ghosts is pretty much limited to television. When I was 
younger it was Casper (is it just me, or was it creepy that by watching Casper I was 
basically watching a show about a dead kid?) and whatever ghost was chasing Scooby-
Doo. 

As I got older, it was the X-Files and Supernatural. Agents Mulder and Scully never 
seemed to explain anything, and when Jared Padalecki takes his shirt off, I have a 
hard time concentrating on what the story is actually about. I have never seen a ghost 
in real life, but I assume it’s similar to seeing someone with botched plastic surgery: 
terrifying yet fascinating. Like most people, I believe ghosts exist but there needs to be 
some proof, and because people can’t explain them, we carry around an irrational fear 
of just exactly what they are. 

The more I think about ghosts and their attributes, the more I realise that we all have 
ghosts around us all the time. I’m not talking about the spirits of the dead or a sheet 
with two holes in it, but the kind of ghosts that we create as we travel through life. 
These ghosts cannot be shot with a rifle full of rock salt or have their rubber masks 
pulled off to reveal the creepy caretaker.  

When a relationship dies, it leaves behind a ghost. You may be unaware of it at first, 
but it is there, lurking just out of eyesight, waiting to possess you. The spectre of 
a previous relationship can inhabit your body and make you see and hear things 
that aren’t there. You fall into old patterns or you become suspicious of imaginary 
infidelity, all because someone in your past hurt you in a way that causes you to 
believe that it will happen again. 
 
And what of your new partner? Could they be infused with the same kind of spirit, 
causing them to treat you like their ex-lovers? Maybe they don’t believe that you truly 
love them because a ghost of their past is reminding them of what happened before. 
Maybe they can’t express their emotions because the phantom of the last person they 
were with was distant and cold. Sometimes, an ex is idealised and no one is ever going 
to measure up, and if we try to replicate that feeling or replace a past love with a 
clone, it is only going to lead to disaster. 

Because of these ghosts some people seek the opposite of the people in their past or 
deny someone a chance because they merely remind them of an ex. Sometimes they 
look for someone to even the score; someone whom they can treat the way they were 
treated in order to get some small feeling of revenge. 

The possession can even grow worse as the traits of ghosts in the past become traits of 
your own. You take on the characteristics of a person who hurt you in order to shield 
yourself from the pain they created. And unlike the ghosts floating through a cemetery, 
these ghosts will never be seen. 

People who have seen an actual ghost always tell the same story. They say they had a 
feeling — a sixth sense, if you will — that there was something in the room with them. 
I don’t know about you, but if I’m at a party or in a club and any of my ex-boyfriends 
are there, I know it, even if I can’t see them. Just like the guys on Ghost Hunters, 
you can sense the restless spirits in a haunted house. If you lived in a house or an 

apartment with someone, they leave behind their ghost in every room. The kitchen 
where you made dinner together, the couch where you lay entwined watching movies, 
the laundry room where the washer overflowed that time, and of course, the bedroom.   

The bedroom can hold more ghosts than any other room. When we first have sex with 
a new partner, it’s thrilling as we cast off the shackles of our old relationship. But as 
the lust wears off after the initial stretch of sexcapades, the ghosts return, bringing 
unwarranted fears with them. 

How someone was treated sexually in their past can resurface as the relationship 
deepens. Interpreting someone’s unique signals may be difficult if the ghost has built 
a wall down the centre of the bed, especially if it’s the same bed you shared with 
someone else.   

Sexuality has two sides that need to be balanced: our inherent sexuality, which is 
basically your personal preferences as far as sex goes, and relationship-specific 
sexuality, which relies on the chemistry and other factors within a partnership. When 
your libido has been damaged by past experience, it’s easy to forget that you have a 
personal inherent sexuality that is independent of your ex. And his ghost.  

But, it’s not just your residence. All of the places that you frequented, whether its a 
favourite restaurant or a certain stretch of a wooded park, hold the wraiths of the ones 
that have moved on. Even the roads that lead past the home you shared or the music 
that thumps on a dance floor shimmer with the ghostly light of the past. You see the 
resemblance in strangers, as if the ghost is leaping from person to person. They can 
turn a bustling city into a fully populated ghost town.  

 So the question is: can we ever exorcise the phantoms that encircle us every day? Will 
our ghosts stay with us until we become ghosts? 

Maybe we should take the advice of paranormal investigators who take on actual 
spirits and tell us when you confront a ghost — any ghost — you should acknowledge 
it, tell it it’s dead and then accept and release it. There’s something to be said for giving 
up the ghost and moving forward, whether it’s forgiving, forgetting or moving into 
another home or to another city. In The Memoirs Of Sherlock Holmes, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle wrote these telling words: “Of all ghosts, the ghosts of our old loves are the 
worst.”   
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There was a record crowd turn-
out of over 3,000 and everything 
from music and food and drink 
to rides to keep everyone smil-
ing at the recent King’s Island 
Pride Night sponsored by the 
Cincinnati Gay & Lesbian Cen-
tre. Thanks to Brandon Frim-
ming & Frimbot  Photag for the 
use of his photos.
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Anthony       eam realty
Covering all your real estate needs when you need us.

www.AnthonyTeamRealty.com

Jim
Anthony
REALTOR® 

Jessica Klopfer, ASSISTANT • David Lowery, STAGING

317.488.1673

Diane Cassidy
REALTOR®

Rena Swails
REALTOR®  

F.C. Tucker Co., Inc.
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Open Weekdays For 
Breakfast & Lunch, Too

At 116 N. Delaware 
Across From City Market

P.S. If You Can’t Come To Us, We’ll 
Come To You — 

We Cater At Home Or Office!

Fall’s Work Days 
Mean Office & 

School Lunches
And Who Better Than 
Stars To Cater Them 

For You At Your 
School Or Office?
Small Or Large 

Meetings Or Groups, 
We Come To You!
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For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Downtown Serenity AlAnon Family
Group

(New  (as of June 2012) Group Meeting in Downtown Indianapolis)

Thursdays at 6 pm

Roberts Park United Methodist Church
(Library)

401 N. Delaware Street
Indianapolis, IN  46204

Free parking is available in the lot east of the church. If you park on the
street be aware the meters are in effect until 9 pm.

Use the “office” entrance on Vermont Street and follow the signs to the
Library (located near the Delaware Street entrance).

There will be no separate beginner meetings at this location, but beginners
are welcomed and encouraged to attend.

Questions?
Contact Jim D.
317.513.8229
downtownafg@hotmail.com

24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628   18+   ©2013 PC LLC    www.MegaMatesMen.com    2542

1-888-
 MegaMatesTM

For other local 
numbers call: 

FREE CODE:
Indy Word

Indianapolis

(317) 322.9000
Chicago
(312) 726.6342
Dayton
(937) 395.9001
Columbus
(614) 888.7777
Cincinnati
(513) 821.4500
Louisville
(502) 561.6666

WARNING
HOT GUYS!

TO LISTEN &
REPLY TO ADS!

FREE
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

Happy October. Fall is here. There’s a lot going on and we also take a trip to – you 
betchya – to the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul.  

Yes, we all have Minnesota-envy now that gay marriage is legal there. (The good news 
— some of the staffers from the Minnesota campaign are now working for Freedom 
Indiana which is working to keep a gay marriage ban out of Indiana’s constitution.) 
Not to mention the tax free shopping on clothes and the new bike share programme 
which make it a great state to visit. Plus their new light rail line, the Green Line, 
between the twin towns opens next year. Boy, am I envious!

Closer to home we have the following:

Rugby team beats the Vixens

The Indianapolis Hoydens Women’s Rugby team is currently 1-0, defeating the Fox 
Valley Vixens 60-0 in the season opener. They are excited to have any and all new 
athletes join them — no experience needed. They also welcome everyone to watch 
them play - the remaining home matches for the Fall will be 5th & 19th October and 
2nd November - see their Facebook page for the latest details on when and where.  
www.Facebook.com/IndyHoydens Oh, and that’s them below.

Tennis tournament a success

The IndyTennis’ 10th annual tournament was a big success. Visit www.indytennis.
wordpress.com for pictures of the club’s recent tournament in September. IndyTennis 
will continue to meet on Saturday mornings at Riverside or Tarkington Parks, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. E-mail indy.tennis@yahoo.com for details. For clubs in other cities including 
Talk Tennis in Louisville, visit www.glta.net

Volleyball tournament comes to Indy

5th & 6th October the Circle City Fest comes to the Indianapolis area. Play begins at 8 
a.m. on the 6th at the Capitol Sports Centre, 1916 Gladden Road in Plainfield, Indiana. 
Over 20 teams have registered so far. Everyone is welcome to come view the action. 
For details, visit www.circlecityfest.com For volleyball teams and meets in other cities, 
visit www.nagva.com 

Charity pool tournament a success

Tim Spurr hosted a “Balls and Heels” charity pool tournament recently at Gregs in 
Indianapolis. Players wore high heels and the proceeds went to the Indiana AIDS 

Fund. Tim hosts pool play every Sunday at Gregs.

DCAC hosts Columbus Day swim meet

The District of Columbia Aquatics Club and Washington Wetskins Polo Team are 
having a weekend of swimming, water polo and fun in our nation’s capital. The annual 
Columbus Day Classic swim competition will take place Saturday 12th October at the 
newly renovated Woodrow Wilson Aquatic Centre. This is one of Washington’s premier 
indoor aquatic facilities and is conveniently located one block from the Tenleytown-AU 
Metro Station’s Red Line. The swim competition will take place in short course yards, 
with separate lanes available for warm up and cool down. The online entry deadline 
closes Wednesday 9th October. 

Gay Games Cleveland registration open

Several readers have told me they registered for next year’s Gay Games in nearby 
Cleveland. Does anyone know of a Team Indiana? Team Kentucky? Team Ohio? If so, 
let me know. Register for the games now at www.gg9cle.com

For a great get away this month discover the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul

Take Amtrak’s Empire Builder from Chicago for a beautiful ride across hilly Wisconsin 
and then up the Mississippi River (with bluffs that rival the Columbia Gorge). If you 
hurry you can even connect to the Chicago train from Indy, but the Indy-Chicago run 
might end in mid-October if a state subsidy expires, so check the Amtrak schedules! 
If you prefer, you can fly non-stop on Delta from most Midwest cities but the fares 
are very high because Minneapolis/St. Paul is their hub. If you can fly out of Chicago, 
Spirit Airlines from O’Hare and Minneapolis-based Sun Country from Midway are 
cheaper options (although Spirit has fees for everything including carry-on baggage). 
For a hotel, I’d recommend you stay at The Hotel 340 in St. Paul ($99) or the Radisson 
in Minneapolis. Enjoy the light rail from the airport to downtown Minneapolis or to 
the Mall of America, too. 

So what to do while visiting? Here are a few of my fave things...

—Get a new wardrobe (God knows I need one.) at the Mall of America (You won’t pay 
a cent of sales tax on clothes there or anywhere in Minnesota.). 

—Have the Swedish meatballs at Ikea.

—Get married (It’s legal although I need a partner first.).

—See the beautiful St. Croix River Valley that borders Wisconsin just east of the Cities. 

—Be sure and pick up of a copy of Lavender Magazine for more ideas or read it on line. 
And don’t forget to visit Gay 90s, one of the oldest bars in Minneapolis with great drag 
and other shows. It is on Hennepin Avenue, the somewhat gay street in downtown 
Minneapolis. 

Yes, the Twin Cities has so much to offer the southern Midwest visitor you will wonder 
why you are not planning to move there. Well almost, unless you are my Winter-loving 
editor. A trip in January is not recommended although the ice palace and sculpture 
show in St. Paul in February takes your mind off the cold winter and as Minnesota 
State Senator Scott Dibble once told me, “I could never live in Indiana”. Reason: the 
cross country skiing is no good. 
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All proceeds go to support the Pride of Indy Bands 
WWW.PRIDEOFINDYBANDS.ORG

Join us for an evening of amateur drag and other acts provided by your very own 
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Jill A. Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine Shoppe

Jill’s
Swill

...Is on Holiday & Will return soon

Despite considerable and welcome progress on the gay rights front, America as a 
whole doesn’t seem to be moving in an inclusive direction. 

Quite the contrary. 

As I write this, I’ve just looked at a lengthy strand of twitter comments about the 
new Miss America. She’s of Indian ancestry, and that fact unleashed some truly 
despicable comments about what it means to be both beautiful and an authentic 
American.

In the wake of President Obama’s election, overt racism has mushroomed; the 
sort of sentiments that simply weren’t made in polite company have become 
commonplace. Blatantly racist e-mails, blogs and Facebook posts are daily 
occurrences. 

It’s not just race. The past few years have seen us take giant steps backward with 
respect to women’s rights. Bigotry against people who appear to be from the Middle 
East has hardened, and “Muslim” has become an insult, rather than a description 
of someone’s religious identity. Immigration reform? Forget it. Anti-immigrant 
sentiment has stalled even modest Congressional action.

And of course, legal and social progress notwithstanding, gay slurs continue to be 
thrown around with abandon.

So what are we to make of this ugly time we are going through? Are we just going 
through a particularly pissy phase, made worse by economic insecurity and rapid 
social change? Or is the nastiness a permanent part of the American landscape — 
one that has always been here, but (thanks to the internet) is suddenly “in our face” 
in a way it never was before?

Over 50 years ago, a social scientist named Gordon Allport wrote a seminal 
book, The Nature of Prejudice. The book was written right after President Truman 
integrated the Armed Forces and Americans were coming to terms with the 
presence of “coloured” soldiers bunking down with the white ones. Then as now, 
other social shifts were intruding on “the way things have always been.”

Allport’s great contribution was to distinguish between prejudices that were simply 
an outgrowth of widely held social attitudes and those that were central to an 
individual’s identity. He found that most people who expressed bigotry against 
blacks or Jews (then the most frequent targets) were not invested in their negative 
opinions  — they had simply accepted common stereotypes about “others,” and they 
could be educated to change those essentially casual beliefs.

There were others, of course. These were the individuals that Allport — who 
founded the discipline of social psychology — described as invested in their 
bigotries. For whatever reason — bad toilet training, lack of parental affection, 
abuse — their belief in the inferiority of others had become absolutely central to 
their personalities. Education would have no effect at all on their attitudes.

The question we face today, of course, is: into which group do today’s haters fall?

Are they like the old geezer who fumes about kids today with their tattoos and 
piercings — the guy who stands on his porch and yells for the whippersnappers to 
get off his lawn? We all recognize how difficult he’s making things right now, but we 
also know that he and his spleen will be gone in a few years.

If, however, these thoroughly unpleasant folks fall into the latter category — if their 
very identities depend upon seeing the world through the lens of “us versus them” 
—we can expect a very inauspicious future.

And it doesn’t matter that gay, lesbian, bi & trans folks aren’t the ones getting the 
brunt of the hate right now. 

In an “us versus them” world, no one is really safe.
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

120 East Market Street, Suite 370 , Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317.236.0477  / 317.454.0732 (Fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

Generally speaking, if you’re efficient at a particular task, you’ll get good results with-
out wasting effort. As you’ve already learned from your life experiences, it’s usually 
far better to be efficient at something than to be inefficient — and that’s certainly true 
with investing. So, what can you do to become a more efficient investor? Here are a 
few ideas:

 • Invest systematically. If you put a few dollars in an investment, such as a stock, that 
you heard was “hot,” and then a few months later put some more money in another 
vehicle that strikes your fancy, and you continue this pattern indefinitely, you may not 
be maximising your resources. By taking this type of haphazard approach, you could 
end up owning a bunch of investments without rhyme or reason — a motley assort-
ment that may not help you reach your goals.

Instead of following this route, consider a systematic approach, sometimes known as 
dollar cost averaging. To do so, you’ll first want to identify some investments that are 
appropriate for your objectives, risk tolerance and time horizon. Then, automatically 
move the same amount of money each month from your chequing or savings account 
into the investments you’ve chosen. 

When the price of your investments falls, your contribution will buy more shares, and 
when the price rises, you’ll buy fewer shares — in other words, you’ll be fulfilling the 
“buy low” part of the classic investment formula. Over time, this technique should 
result in a lower average cost per investment. Keep in mind, though, that dollar cost 
averaging does not ensure a profit or protect against loss — and you’ll need to have the 
financial resources available to continue investing, even in “down” markets.

 • Reinvest dividends. Among your investments, you may own stocks that can pay 
dividends. You can take these dividends as cash, but if you don’t need the money to 
meet everyday expenses, you may be better off by reinvesting the dividends. This is an 
efficient way to increase your shares — and boosting your share ownership in qual-
ity investments can be a key way to help build wealth. (Be aware that companies can 
reduce or discontinue dividends at any time.)

 • Look for tax-efficient techniques. Another type of efficiency associated with invest-
ing is tax efficiency, which refers to your ability to defer taxes as long as possible. Tax-
deferred accounts, such as a traditional IRA or a 401(k), can help you put off the tax 
bill until retirement, when you may be in a lower tax bracket.

 • Consolidate investment accounts. If you have one IRA with one financial services 
provider, another IRA with a second and a separate investment account with a third, 
you may end up paying more in expenses, fees and commissions than is necessary — 
and since these costs can eat into your investments’ “real” rate of return, this scatter-
shot ownership method may be inefficient. You may be better off by consolidating all 
your investment accounts with one provider. 

Seek to become an efficient investor. You may be pleased with the results. And speak-
ing of results, don’t “fall for” less than good ones!

That’s my way to say Fall is officially here — and if you’re like most people, you’re 
probably wondering how Summer went by so fast. Those trips to the lake or the beach 
or Saugatuck or P-Town are fading in memory now, giving way to a costume for 
Grande Masquerade, the Bag Lady Bus Tour or more mundane tasks like raking leaves 
and other rites of Autumn. And just as your day-to-day tasks change with the seasons, 
so, too, will your money management and investment activities at different phases of 
your life. 

Here’s how these scenarios might look:

—Phase one: Planning for possibilities — When you’re young and you’re starting out in 
the working world, your most immediate financial concerns may be to pay off stu-
dent loans and then, possibly, save for a down payment on a house. To address both 
these goals, you’ll need to budget carefully. And yet, even at this stage of your life, you 
should start thinking about saving for retirement — because time is your biggest ally. 
Consequently, if you work for an employer who offers a retirement plan, such as a 
401(k), contribute what you can afford. At the very least, put in enough to earn your 
company’s matching contribution if one is offered. You may also want to open an Indi-
vidual Retirement Account (IRA). 

—Phase two: Gearing up for other goals — As you move through life, and possibly 
begin a serious relationship you’ll likely develop other financial goals, such as help-

ing your partner or buying a vacation home. You may want to consider investing in a 
tax-advantaged college savings vehicle if you have kids, such as a 529 plan. Also, it’s 
important to have enough life insurance to protect your family. 

—Phase three: Ramping up for retirement — When you reach the mid-to-later stages 
of your working life, you may find you have more financial resources available, as your 
earnings may have increased significantly and your mortgage may even be paid off. 
If you are not already doing so, “max out,” if possible, on your 401(k) and IRA. And 
if you still have money available to invest, you may want to look for other tax-advan-
taged retirement vehicles. 

—Phase four: Reaping the rewards — Now it’s time to enjoy the results of your lifetime 
of hard work and your many years of saving and investing. You may have to tap into 
your retirement accounts, so you’ll need to choose a sustainable annual withdrawal 
rate. The amount you withdraw each year from your IRA and 401(k) depends on a 
variety of factors: how much you’ve saved, the lifestyle you’ve chosen, your estimated 
longevity, how much you have available from other sources and even what your 
partner (especially if he or she is significantly younger) is bringing home in his or her 
paycheque and so on. 

—Phase five: Examining your estate plans — During your retirement years, if not soon-
er, you’ll want to review your estate plans so that you can leave the legacy you desire. 
If you have a need to create or update your legal documents, such as a living trust and 
durable power of attorney, you should consider consulting a qualified estate-planning 
attorney. This is especially important for gay and lesbian partners who are not covered 
(yet) by most state and federal laws. If you want your boyfriend or husband or partner 
to keep the home you live in or the money you jointly saved, you will need to take this 
step. And do not forget to update the info, either. A couple we knew was a trio for some 
years and when their 3rd moved on, they totally forgot that if something happened to 
them both, what was now an “ex” would inherit everything. Not a bad thing, but do be 
sure you know where what you worked and saved for is going to be going after you are 
gone and be sure it’s in writing and filed legally.

You’ll need to make the appropriate financial and investment decisions at many differ-
ent times over the years. This may sound daunting, but with diligence and discipline, 
you can discover the paths to take as you move through the seasons of your life. 
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By DeShong Perry, Eiteljorg Public Relations Manager

INDIANAPOLIS—In June 2001, the body of 16-year-old Navajo teenager Fred 
Martinez was found on a dirt road in the Southwest Colorado town of Cortez. 
Martinez had been bludgeoned beyond recognition by a man who had bragged about 
the crime, according to an anonymous tip.  
 
Martinez was the victim of a hate crime. He never considered himself gay or 
transgendered. Instead, he identified himself as nádleehí (nod-lay), which is a Navajo 
term defined as a male-bodied person who has a feminine essence. That term in 
English is “Two Spirit.” 

Saturday 28th September at 12.30 p.m. the documentary Two Spirits will be viewed 
at the Eiteljorg, followed by a panel discussion. The film is about Martinez’s brief life 
and tragic murder. We talked with director Lydia Nibley and Out West curator Gregory 
Hinton about the film and why they’ve chosen the Eiteljorg to show it. 

EITELJORG: What does the term “Two-Spirit” mean? 
 
LYDIA: On nearly every continent, and for all of recorded history, thriving cultures 
have recognised, revered and integrated people who have more than two genders. 
Terms such as “transgender” and “gay” are strictly new constructs that assume there 
are only two sexes (male/female), just two sexualities (gay/straight), and only two 
genders (man/woman).Yet hundreds of distinct societies around the globe have their 
own long-established traditions for 3rd, 4th, 5th or even more genders. 

Fred Martinez, the subject of the film “Two Spirits,” was not a boy who wanted to be 
a girl, but both a boy and a girl. Most Western societies have no direct correlation for 
this Native Two-Spirit tradition, nor for the many other communities without strict 
either/or conceptions of sex, sexuality and gender. Worldwide, the sheer variety of 
gender expression is almost limitless. 

The term “Two-Spirit” was recently created by Native people as a short, useful phrase 
in English that could begin to represent concepts that are much more nuanced and 
complex, and that are represented in over 200 Native languages.

EITELJORG: What will people learn from the film? 
 
LYDIA: We hope people take away a new appreciation for the richness of gender. 
Fred was considered to have a special gift according to his ancient Navajo culture. 
If he had lived, he could have participated in multiple roles in sacred ceremonies, 
counselled couples, offered insight as a matchmaker, expressed gifts as a medicine 
person. But the place where two discriminations meet is a dangerous place to live, and 
Fred became one of the youngest hate-crime victims in modern history when he was 
brutally murdered at 16. Two Spirits interweaves the tragic story of a mother’s loss of 
her son with a revealing look at a time when the world wasn’t simply divided into male 
and female and many Native American cultures held places of honour for people of 
integrated genders. We hope the story of Fred and other Two-Spirit people in history 
and in contemporary life inspires people to think and feel differently about what is 
possible. To embrace all of the human family because as the Navajo/Diné say, “we’re 
all the five-fingered people.” 
 
EITELJORG: Why show “Two Spirits” at the Eiteljorg?  
 
GREG: The Eiteljorg is a great place to have complex conversations. With its 
innovative public programming, your museum is a leader in offering socially relevant 
programmes that expand imagination and promote respectful, intellectual discourse. 

Two Spirits To Be Screened @ 
Indianapolis’ Eiteljorg Museum

The film team is thrilled to screen “Two Spirits” in this legendary institution as a way 
of linking the past and present, and we hope that having sophisticated conversations 
around gender can help us all shape a more equitable and humane future. 

EITELJORG: What does this film do for 
gay, lesbian, bi & trans or Two-Spirit 
teenagers who are at risk for bullying or 
violence? 

LYDIA: We hope “Two Spirits” moves 
attitudes from mere tolerance, or 
acceptance, to a celebration of lesbian, 
gay, bi & trans and Two-Spirit people. 
The film demonstrates how people who 
express multiple genders contribute to 
their families, friends and communities 
not in spite of, but because of who they 
are. That’s a big change. It’s about same 
sex unions having been honoured for 
thousands of years. It’s about a natural 
spectrum of gender. It’s about respecting 
who people really are and what they have 
to contribute. Like when a young person 
comes out to their traditional Native 
grandmother and her response is, “Oh, 
my friends will be so jealous!” That’s 
what we hope people experience: that 
shift.   

EITELJORG: How does Two Spirits open hearts and minds?  
 
LYDIA: It’s one thing to learn that many tribes have multiple genders and much 
more connective to see the story of one particular life and to feel empathy and 
understanding for someone like Fred while seeing him through the eyes of his mother. 

Any time we can get out of our own heads 
and into someone else’s experience, our 
own understanding expands. Perhaps 
that’s why Two Spirits was the highest-
rated film of the 2010-2011 season, and 
received the Audience Award from PBS-
Independent Lens. The film introduces 
viewers to the amazing ways traditional 
Navajo people express gender, takes them 
into the world of contemporary world of 
Two-Spirit people, and shows how this richer view of gender has always been with us 
and can be reclaimed. 
 
EITELJORG: What is the lasting message this film leaves for its viewers? 
 
GREG: Between tradition and controversy, sex and spirit, and freedom and fear, lives 
the truth — the bravest choice you can make is to be yourself. 
 
EITELJORG: Is there an opportunity for people to get involved in getting the message 
out? 
 
LYDIA: We’re working to place the film in more colleges, universities, high schools, 
and libraries and are seeking funding from individual philanthropists and foundations 
to make that possible. Any help is welcome! Imagine a world that isn’t simply divided 
into male and female, where it’s safe for people to be who they are. Please join us to 
make the film more widely available by making a contribution and by sharing it in 
person, online, and in every way you can.  
 



Page 56       The Word   October  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  October  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 57 

There’s One Big Reason Why Word Ads Work...
And This Is It!

We not only 
have the     
largest   Print         
circulation in 
the Southern 
Midwest, but 
we can prove 
it!

Ask ANY other 
gay & lesbian 
newspaper you 
advertise with 
to do the same 
& if they don’t, 
Then do what 
most 
businesses     
already do: 
Call Us!

317/632.8840

Or

502/454.4877.

P.S. We also have 
3,000+ down-
loads a month at                 
www.thegayword.com



Page 58       The Word   October  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Medical 
Matters
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professional before taking any medications, undertaking any physical 

fitness or other exercise programme.
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My Grandpa Dave always called it “the epizootic.” Others used the term “Le Grippe” 
for it. And the old joke this time of year when someone felt less-than-great used to be 
“we opened the door and in flu enza!” The bad part is while regardless of the name 
(and that in flu enza joke always got a smile from the 1918 epidemic to more recent 
times) influenza, or the flu as we call it, is no joke. 

To make matters worse, as though we needed any bad news, this year there are fears of 
a worse flu season than normal due to the early start of cool weather and the fact that 
more and more and more folks are travellng. Yes, travelling. Before jets and everyone 
flying here or there, flus were often contained in one city, country or area. Now in 
under 24 hours you can go from Indianapolis or Cincinnati or Louisville to London, 
Brisbane or Borneo...and when you return you can (and will) bring along all manner 
of organisms on your shoes, clothes, in your body and on your luggage.

This means a small area’s flu germs can and will be transported worldwide in not 
weeks or months as used to be the case, but in hours. 

How many folks even get so sick that they die during each Winter’s annual epidemic is 
really unknown according to the Centres for Disease Control (CDC). Many cite 36,000 
which was the result in a survey done a few years back, but the CDC says this can’t 
really be relied on any more than some estimates which range as high as 60,000. 
Why not? Because so many contributing factors and other causes land on death 
certificates that they admit it’s really tough to say how many have died as a result 
of the flu any specific year or who expired as a result of complications or after-
effects. Many death certificates show pneumonia, congestive heart failure or chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease, making it even tougher to say with surety.

But regardless of the cause and the fact that hundreds of thousands get the flu but do 
not die, this is the time to think hard about the upcoming flu season and to protect 
yourself with a shot for this year’s expected outbreaks.

We say expected because like the weather forecast, what’s in that annual jab changes 
to offer protection for what scientists think will be the strains of flu about to hit. 

A CDC release to media notes, “Each year, experts from Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), World Health Organization (WHO), U.S. Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and other institutions study virus samples collected from around 
the world. They identify the influenza viruses that are the most likely to cause illness 
during the upcoming flu season so that people can be protected against them through 
vaccination.”

The problem is, just as the National Weather Service issues a “tentative” Winter 
weather outlook months out — one which is sometimes spot on and sometimes way 
off the weather which follows — the scientists sometimes get it wrong when they 
predict which strains of the flu will be the most prevalent and destructive in the 
upcoming season. That means (as was the case in the Winter of 2012-13) a lot of folks 
who do get the flu injections still get sick. The predictions of what would be the worst 
virus were missed. Scientists say getting the jab still helps because it can lessen the 
severity of the flu even if they get the actual virus “wrong” and even in a “bad” year for 
the forecast the vaccine did prevent up to 60% of the folks receiving it from becoming 
sick.

But the bigger point here is that regardless, the flu is the same but different because 
each year and with every passing along of the flu the virus can change just a bit. The 
doctors and researchers call that “mutating” and if the injection given doesn’t come as 
close as it can to matching the strain floating around your favourite dance bar, school, 
office or the local mall then it will not be as effective in keeping you from getting sick.

That’s also a polite way to say even if you got the shot last year or the years before 
that you should seriously consider a flu shot again this year — especially if you are 
HIV-positive, suffer from breathing issues or have anything which compromises your 
immune system. And all jokes aside, the flu is no laughing matter.

So when should you get the shot? As this is the October Word the answer is ASAP 
because flu epidemics can get cranked up as early as Halloween and stay busy all 

Winter up through May, though there is usually a peak right after the first of the 
year in January and February in our Midwest area. You also need to know that to be 
effective the vaccine needs a couple of weeks to develop antibodies in your blood so the 
sooner the better if you have waited this long.

Where to get the shots? Well back in the day only a doctor’s office offered them, but 
now everywhere from the doctor’s to the local pharmacy and even some of the discount 
and grocery stores have vaccine on offer. Many offer appointments to get the shot 
on a walk-in basis and are open seven days a week, increasing the convenience and 
availability of flu shots.

As far as who pays the cost — usually between $20 and $30 — depends upon where 
and how you get your medical service. Many insurance companies do pay a portion 
of the cost, while public health clinics and some AIDS service providers feel the 
importance of having their clients protected means they administer the jabs at no 
charge to people on their books. 

If you are in doubt check with your provider and ask, but even if you have to pay the 
full $30, the protection beats the consequences.

The CDC notes that while there are drugs which can assist you if you do get sick — 
shot or not — the old line about an ounce of prevention being the best cure does apply 
here. They also note that the antiviral drugs your doctor can try if you do come down 
with the flu will be more effective if your case is mild so again the best advice is to get 
the protection, even if you did get a shot last year and were among those unfortunate  
40% who ended up sick in bed with a case of the flu anyway.

Finally they note again that there’s no real way to tell in advance how severe a flu 
season will be. Just like those weather forecasters really don’t know how severe or mild 
a Winter may turn out, but offer their best educated forecast, scientists and doctors 
do the same with flu seasons. And sometimes, like last year, they do worse than others 
getting the “educated guesses” to turn out right. 

CDC says: “Flu seasons are unpredictable in a number of ways. Although epidemics 
of flu happen every year, the timing, severity and length of the epidemic depends on 
many factors, including what influenza viruses are spreading, whether they match the 
viruses in the vaccine, and how many people get the vaccine.”

So where does that leave us? Open to getting sick at any time, but taking the odds into 
consideration, much better off if we head for the local drug store, doctor’s office or 
clinic and get a flu shot as soon as we can do so. 

While the shot can’t 100% guarantee you won’t get sick, it will go a long way to helping 
prevent not only you getting the flu, but your getting it and passing it along to others 
on that crowded dance floor, at work or at home. Besides, nobody likes to get all set for 
a big holiday celebration, a cruise to the Caribbean or a week in Key West only to have 
it all ruined by coming down with the flu.

As the line says: ain’t nobody got time for that!
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And we offer hotel pickup if needed.

a shared ride for two
When mentioning this ad

$49 OFF
Visit www.4balloon.com
for more information, pricing  
and booking a ride.

317.863.0318
tony@midwestballoonrides.com

Take a Hot Air  
Balloon Ride
Over Indiana
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A Gay Guide To Reading Between Signs

Foxy’s 
Starcast

No Star Chart Is Needed To Predict Where  Kentucky 
Turns For Up-To-Date  Gay & Lesbian News:

Right Here, Of Course!
Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

21 March 21 - 20 April. “Do these problem solving skills make my booty look big?” 
Yes Aries, they do. Which is why I think you should stay in that costume. Foxy would 
rather you keep the “Diva may care” attitude you’ve adopted towards October’s issues, 
than whine about them. Should you find yourself being a damsel in distress for one 
minute, STOP IT! Superiors are watching closely, and want to see only strength.

21 April - 20 May. The only scary thing creeping up to your doorstep in October is the 
inevitable truth. Is this really going to work out between the two of you? Foxy knows 
that you’re feeling more tired than normal because the planets spell fatigue. So don’t 
add more stress by focusing on what you can’t control. If your body needs sleep and 
rest then do it.

21 May - 20 June. Somebody you once trusted but recently departed from might try to 
bait you with a big can of worms. Everybody has secrets, and Gemini is no exception. 
No ghosts haunting you in October, only the past. Foxy’s best advice to you is to give 
everything and everyone a capital F. Forgiveness, Forgetting, and Forward momentum.

21 June - 22 July. Looks like you and Ke$ha will both have experience in waking the 
dead when October is finished. No Cancer, you’re not dabbling in the magical arts, but 
you are dabbling in new and uncharted territories. Your love and sex life will awaken 
from its slumber. The sweetness is in the curiosity you and this new somebody have in 
one another. Explore and enjoy.

23 July - 22 August. Sweet little pussy cat. Your love life is absolutely delicious right 
now, and others could be envious of what would seem like a perfect situation. You’re 
happy; however, are these affections you’re receiving a potential flash in the pan? You 
will have to decide in October if this person is a trick or a treat. Practice listening to 
your intuition for the answer.

 

23 August - 22 September. Monster trivia! Which monster runs circles around every-
one, has a flawless Halloween costume, and wields a massive yet completely balanced 
task list? It has reaped triple the rewards of endless work in the past two months, and 
enjoys a seductive and lively sex life. It sinks razor sharp teeth into new and exciting 
projects. Scary? Hardly. It’s you Virgo.

23 September - 23 October. Nice zombie make-up! Wait. . . That’s really you! Pressed 
for time with projects piling up by the minute is wearing Libra down. Your instinct 
is to flee from responsibility. Unless you want to really feel like the walking dead, you 
should face these demands before they augment. Find rejuvenation in special persons 
who care for you.

24 October - 22 November. Is somebody feeling hungry like the “werewolf?” Woof! 
There’s a wild call to prove yourself. So many things you could do and be. Embrace 
the beast and actually do them. Look fear (and your lover) in the eyes and lay into 
both of them this month. You’ll be glad you did. Don’t be surprised if you rip your 
work life to shreds in the process though.

23 November - 22 December. Is that bright light beaming out of a giant jack-o-lantern 
or is that Katy Perry bursting into a ton of fireworks? Oh my God, no, it’s Sagittarius’ 
high octane energy level. It’s giving Foxy a sunburn just looking at it. Go you! October 
is perfect. Work is productive, life is clear, and there might even be talk of a union with 
somebody special. 

23 December - 19 January.  This witching season Capricorn is back in the game and out 
to find a target for their irresistible love spell. The usual cautious attitude of “not let-
ting anyone in” has been abandoned. While you might not be the “Divine Miss M” clad 
in green enchanting party goers, you’re still whipping up your own brand of hocus 
pocus. Good for you.

20 January - 18 February. For Halloween you might feel like being the headless horse-
man. It would save you from having to force those fake smiles as your life has become 
sleepy and hollow. Don’t bury that head further in the sand. Seek pain and joy, and 
experience it all. In October when it comes to your emotions, Foxy and Cheryl Lynn 
agree on one thing: It’s got to be real.

19 February - 20 March. Stop digging your seeds up before they grow or there will be 
no harvest for you, pumpkin. You can look and preach a part all day, but if you don’t 
act what’s the point? Foxy knows that you have been struggling with self-doubt and 
have lacked foundation. You have the power to take hold of your life with that Voodoo 
that you do. Be solid and all will be well.
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FEEL ALL THE STRESS & TENSION
MELT FROM YOUR BODY

UNDER THE HANDS
OF A NATIONALLY-CERTIFIED

MASSAGE THERAPIST

 INCREDIBLE 
90 Minute MASSAGE 

FOR JUST $75
CLINIC LOCATED On East 86th Street In The Nora Area

CALL RON AT
(317) 902-2796

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
WITH QUALITY MASSAGE!

Guest
Comment

By Jess Levin / Media Matters
(EDITOR’S NOTE—Levin is Senior Director of Communications & External Affairs with 
Media Matters for America, a web-based, not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) progressive research 
and information center dedicated to comprehensively monitoring, analysing, and correct-
ing conservative misinformation in the U.S. media.)

Right-wing media outlets are already celebrating a forthcoming book that claims 
that brutal 1998 murder of gay Wyoming teen Matthew Shepard - which became a 
rallying cry for gay and lesbian activists - was actually fueled more by drug use than 
anti-gay bias.

In The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths about the Murder of Matthew Shepard, journalist 
Stephen Jimenez argues that Aaron McKinney and Russell Henderson bludgeoned 
Shepard in a meth-fueled rage. Jimenez minimises the role of anti-gay bias in the 
murder, writing that Shepard and McKinney had previously had sex and done meth 
together, an assertion that McKinney himself denies. 

Although his report of a sexual history between Shepard and McKinney is new, Jime-
nez’s central thesis - that drugs were the motivating factor in Shepard’s murder - has 
been called into question before.

In November 2004, Jimenez co-produced a piece on the Shepard murder for ABC 
News’ 20/20. GLAAD highlighted key shortcomings  in 20/20’s report, including the 
lack of hard evidence that drugs were a factor and its failure to point out that McKin-
ney himself had cited ant-gay bias as a central element in the case, even  attempt-
ing to employ a “gay panic” defence at trial. Shepard’s mother also condemned the 
report, criticising its selective reading of evidence and accusing ABC of taking her 
comments out of context.

The 20/20 report neglected to mention another crucial detail: that Jimenez was a 
friend of Tim Newcomb, Henderson’s defence attorney. 

Most disturbingly, e-mail correspondence revealed that the Jimenez had already de-
cided that Shepard’s murder wasn’t an anti-gay hate crime before 20/20 even started 
its reporting. As Gay City News reported in December 2004: Roughly two months 
before reporting began for a 20/20 piece on the Matthew Shepard killing, [Stephen 
Jimenez,] the freelance producer who sold the story to the ABC programme had 
decided that methamphetamine motivated the murder and not anti-gay bias. And 
barely two months into a six-month span of reporting on the piece, a 20/20 producer 
wrote in an e-mail that the “’hate crime’ motivation of Shepard’s death” was a “flawed 
theory.” Sean Maloney, a senior attorney at Willkie, Farr and Gallagher who repre-
sents the Matthew Shepard Foundation, said of 20/20’s apparent prejudgment of the 
story, “This strikes us as bad journalism. There is a significant body of evidence that 
says that anti-gay bias played a role in Matt’s death.”

The 26th November story said that Aaron McKinney who, along with Russell Hender-
son, murdered Shepard on 6th October 1998 was fueled by meth.

Ten years after he’d already made up his mind, Jimenez is publishing his book.

The Matthew Shepard Foundation has already condemned Jimenez’s theory, telling 
the Huffington Post:

“Attempts now to rewrite the story of this hate crime appear to be based on un-
trustworthy sources, factual errors, rumours and innuendo rather than the actual 
evidence gathered by law enforcement and presented in a court of law. We do not 
respond to innuendo, rumour or conspiracy theories. Instead we recommit ourselves 
to honouring Matthew’s memory, and refuse to be intimidated by those who seek to 
tarnish it.”

Nevertheless, right-wing media outlets have already jumped on Jimenez’s theory to 
claim that the problem of anti-gay hate crimes has been exaggerated.

WND columnist Jack Cashill gloated that the book undermines the efforts of “gay 
grievance industry” to draw attention to hate crimes. The Shepard case, Cashill 
wrote, highlights how the gay movement’s “coordination and ... duplicity” have pro-
moted the false narrative that anti-gay violence is actually a problem.

Austin Ruse - who in July celebrated Russia’s brutal crackdown on gay and lesbian 
people took to Breitbart.com to blast “Matthew Shepard Inc.” for promoting the “lie” 
that homophobia had anything to do with Shepard’s murder. 
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Join us at Creation Cafe along with the fine folks of Three Dog 
Bakery and the Indianapolis Humane Society for Barktoberfest!   
We'll have the Pupparazzi there to take pictures of your pets as 
they strutt the red carpet, treats for the dogs and great pet 
products, spectacular food and beer. All dogs are invited to wear 
their Halloween costume! Proceeds from this event will benefit the 
Humane Society. Come and do a good thing for all the lonely, 
abandoned pets in Indianapolis. What better way to spend a 
Saturday than a day of dining out with your dog and a stroll on the 
canal downtown.  There will also be raffled items, so bring cash 
as well.  Make your Reservation Today! 

 

Creation Cafe 

337 West 11th Street (317) 955-2389   www.indycanal.com  

(North end of the Canal, 1 block west of the Stutz Building) 
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CREATE YOUR OWN DESTINY  

Build an agency in which you set the limits of your earning potential.  
If you are dynamic and ready to create your own destiny, 

the American National Family of Companies might be just the right fit for you. 

You can protect your new clientele with comprehensive coverage for 
auto, home, life, fixed annuities, commercial and agribusiness, and much more. 

We offer comprehensive training, attractive bonus programs, 
competitive commissions, and wonderful incentives! 

Contact us today to begin the path to your new destiny! 

 

Scott Lynch, MLGA 
513-275-1968 

scott.lynch@american-national.com 
American National Insurance Company – Galveston, TX  |  American National Property And Casualty Company  – Springfield, MO  |  Farm Family Group of Insurance Companies – Glenmont, NY 

American National Property And Casualty Company and Farm Family Group of Insurance Companies are subsidiaries of American National Insurance Company. 
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre

Damron
LGBT Travel Guides

with the 2013

For nearly 50 years, Damron has listed LGBT resorts, B&Bs, nightclubs, 
restaurants, cruises, tours & much more, across the US, Canada, Europe & beyond.

We’ll show you where to go! Trip OUT with Damron. 

Call for a free catalog. Got iPhone or iPad? Find Gay Scout and Gurl Scout in iTunes.
415/255-0404            www.damron.com

Out!Trip

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Goosie offers love…

Your Goose has love to share this month!  Pride Night at Kings Island 6th September 
came off without  a hitch — and much of that credit goes to Rusty “Poppa Bear Cares” 
Lockett who chairs the event, and is the centre prez.  

Goose left the “sponsors” information up on the web site as a way to say “thanks” for 
the outpouring of community love!  Check back at www.cincyglbt.com from time to 
time to remember those sponsors and see when the event is in 2014!  Dare I say the 
SRO crowd (which had to be split into two groups due to fire regulations) at the Kings 
Island Theatre speaks for itself.

As 2013 closes, your Goose’s term on the centre board comes to an end. Thank you for 
allowing me to serve as a member of the team for six years and a total of eight years as 
a volunteer. I’m term limited and thankful for the years. 

Meantime, I am sure someone will find something for the Goose to do. Afterall,  As 
Rusty Lockett and some others in the barnyard know, an idle Goose is never a happy 
Goose.

Looking ahead...

—10/4 is coming, but this time “Jubilee Cincinnati,” the first meeting, will be held at 
New Spirit MCC (4033 Hamilton Avenue in Northside) at 7 p.m. In a dramatic turn of 
events, Brother Mike Childs is no longer associated with the Cincinnati chapter of In-
tegrity (Episcopal affinity group).  Mike is the founder of  “Michael Childs Ministries” 
and is launching a new independent group called “Jubilee Cincinnati.” It promises to 
be an inclusive worship gathering. 

—Next, if you are a resident of the City of Cincinnati please vote for Chris Seelbach for 
Cincinnati city council. He won two years ago and become our first openly gay council 
person. By way of self disclosure, the Goose receives no compensation for the endorse-
ment and is not on his re-election committee. The Goose does not reside in the City of 
Cincinnati limits, either, for that matter. 

—Two openly gay folks ran unsuccessfully in the past in Cincinnati: Josh Moore (now 
Josh Thomas and former publisher of the defunct GAYBEAT) in 1979 and Richard 
Buchanan in 1991. I was able to confirm the Josh Moore data from  Ed Hicks who was 
then on the board of the Greater Cincinnati Gay Coalition. Josh received 271 votes as 
an Independent. Democrat Richard Buchanan’s run in 1991 saw him come in 20th in a 
field of 26 candidates with 11,655 votes. 

Now compare that to Chris Seelbach’s 9th place win as a Democrat in 2011 with 
23,484 votes, in a field of 23. Progress yes, and Chris’s victory is and continues to be a 
point of pride for and to the local gay, lesbian, bi & trans communities and our sup-
porters, and for all forward thinking individuals in Cincinnati. Vote!

—After many years and dowagers full of hot gas, the Goose wishes to report that 
Cincinnati Pride, operating as a committee of the Gay Chamber of Commerce recently 
took the first steps to become a non-profit in its own right! The group incorporated in 
the State of Ohio on 22nd July doing business as “Cincinnati Pride, Inc.”  The initial 
trustees were listed as Cathy Rogers, Shawn Baker, Michael Cotrell, Melissa Riley and 
Anthony Phillips. 

Goosie mentions all this because pride has grown and grown - and honestly it is an 
ongoing project - not like the old days where you could start meeting in January and 
folks might get engaged by May.  

This reminds me, if you didn’t know it, a scheduling issue caused Cincinnati’s pride to 
be moved to Saturday 31st May 2014. Did I say that the Goose is delighted?   I’m hop-
ing for a cooler drier day! Good job!

As they say, “that is all.”  But you know - with a Goose it never is…. It’s just all I had 
for this issue, but I will be back with more from the barnyard and my patch of it here 
at the Centre.
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
LOUISVILLE—Their website says Hillbilly Tea (120 South 1st Street, downtown) is a 
“trendy tea cafe” but in our way of thinking it’s more a very eclectic and very delicious 
restaurant where tea forms a backdrop to most every dish and drink.
It amazed us that tea could even sneak into the sauce for a lamb burger, into some 
pretty fun drinks and also into salads, fish cakes and more, but it can and it does — 
with marvellous results.
Hillbilly Tea is one of those “new” places which have popped up all along Market, 
Jefferson and the east end of downtown. That’s become the shopping area and the 
walking area, and the see-and-be-seen spot which replaced the pretty much now-
vacant or national-chain-filled 4th street which served those functions when I was a 
youth. 
Back in the day the area Hillbilly Tea occupies was part of the old Haymarket, and 
the rest was dilapidated buildings which housed leather tanning, manufacturing and 
a few stores selling furniture, candy and what mom called “sample shoes”. In the day 
they were indeed salesmens’ samples sold at mark-down prices, but later they became 
leftovers, remainders and the like. The few shoe stores along Preston still have such 
offers, but on this day we were looking for food. And food we found at Hillbilly Tea.
We’d heard and read about this most iconic of restaurants, but until one walks 
through the door, spots the menus on muslin and sees the insides of this former fan 
and motor company building stacked top to bottom with varieties of teas found few 
other spots, it’s hard to grasp what’s been accomplished here.
A first look at the menu is also a bit hard to grasp because it’s not only on cloth, it’s 
different — in a good way. 
Items range from a fantastic cold strawberry soup ($5 but a huge portion we shared) 
to what the menu calls a “lamb billy burger  w/ roasted cherry tomatoes, horny goat 
pickles & smoky pepper dip” at $12.  There’s also catfish sandwiches, half cornish hens 
and a variety of salads, including one the menu describes as “hillbilly noodle salad 
with bibb lettuce, grilled veggies, biscuit croutons & tomato vinaigrette” at $8. 
The sides offered with many of the meals are as different and some are as neat as the 
decor, though for our personal taste we’d have preferred one “traditional” item like 
fries or mash or the like somehow had been sneaked onto the menu, too. 
Instead they offer corn pone, pole beans, cucumber salad, pit roasted sweet potatoes 
and kale greens. I did the pone and while good it had been grilled and was too 
“smoky” for my taste which was probably good as my three dining companions 
practically fell over themselves to snatch it up off my plate, scarf it down and proclaim 
it delicious. 
Oh, and I didn’t mention before that I chose the lamb burger as my entree. It was well-
dressed with greens, on a nice bun and ample in size. I do wish I’d remembered to tell 
them to cook it a bit less than the well-done which came out, but the cherry tomatoes,  
and the pickles steeped in horny goat root tea really did make it delicious, as did the 
pepper dip.
Hillbilly Tea is also unique in that they serve in jars: Big jars. Little jars. Quart jars. 
Tiny jars that jam comes in at restaurants. Jars we used to get cream in when we’d go 
to the late, lamented Howard Johnson’s. Jars of every shape and size hold the sauces, 
the teas, the drinks and everything but entrees and the soup. It makes a great addition 
to the old industrial atmosphere which surrounds on all sides in this former motor 
and fan shop. 
We need to say a word about service at Hillbilly Tea also and that word is “wonderful.” 
Taylor our waiter was humorous, but knew his menu inside out, meaning anything 
we didn’t understand, he not only did, but took pains to make sure we knew about, 
including all ingredients. That meant often explaining how they used a tea to make 
this or that sauce or flavour a dish. Without his guidance it would have been much 
less of an enjoyable time.
The pricing at Hillbilly Tea is very enjoyable also...four did lunch, including sharing a 
soup and one of the tea-infused alcoholic drinks for under $60 including Taylor’s tip. 
About the only thing we found less-than-enjoyable was the trek up a steep staircase 
to the 2nd floor dining room where we ate. I failed to see if they have an elevator 
but tend to doubt it in that old building, though I did note that they do, for the folks 
unable or unwilling to climb, have a small first-floor dining area so the place is 
handicap accessible. 
And our conclusion? 
We will go back early and often and we will want to as the menu changes seasonally 
(Though I’d happily do strawberry chilled soup in January I can’t say that for all!). 
Hillbilly Tea’s full menu and more can be found at www.hillbillytea.com and as this 
is Fall, I’d be willing to bet some of the items we had in early September might be on 
hiatus till next June, though that’s just a guess!

October! The month for pumpkins, black cats (Apologies to our brothers and sisters 
and be kind to them at this trying time of year, please!), ghosts, goblins and, of course, 
witches. The reports we cats have been receiving say we have a few of each haunting 
the area this month, but we do seem to have an overage of bad witches, and that’s 
especially true when it comes to folks either leaving their long-time lovers or being real 
butts and cheating on the folks they claim to love. I think this column’s good friend 
Bry said it right, too, when he commented on Facebook, “I seem to always ask how 
someone and their significant other are doing...JUST AFTER THE BREAK UP.” All 
we cats can say to that is a loud amen as it seems the past month has been hard on 
relationships, not to mention folks being unable to keep their hands (and other stuff) 
to themselves. One good friend whom we will leave nameless and his man called it 
quits recently, then cancelled the quits, patched it up and then had a really big blow-
out at a Mass. Ave. restaurant which ended it all and included one of the duo running 
around (and standing on a table, we hear) before they took it outside where someone’s 
car got “keyed” with the word “hoe.” We hear the whole hooha started when party 
number one got a call at his night job from friends saying someone was “all over your 
man” over at the Metro. He dashed over only to find them leaving, followed his now-
ex and confronted the situation shall we say “head on.”  Turns out there might have 
been something going on, but it was denied, saving them at the nick of time for a few 
days, before blow-up number two put an end to it all. Good thing this one’s in the 
history books, but it should prove a warning to behave or you’ll get caught! Meanwhile 
in the books is the 3rd in an Indy 3-way where the 3rd told numbers one and two he 
was “not happy” but never would say why. One fine night, we cats hear he walked out 
on the remaining duo, only to surface a day later at the home of one of his employers 
and later admit they are dating. He did not respond when one and two asked in a text 
if that meant they had been doing so before he moved out but last we pussies heard 
he was still living with someone this column will only identify as “a 40-something 
hairdresser” and we hear he’s become quite the party boi having closed down not one, 
but three different bars on a recent night and early morning only to wake up feelin’ 
less-than-great the following afternoon. Remember, if you play, you got to pay kiddo! 
Seems like there should be a joke or punch line in there somewhere, but damned if we 
cats can find it!... And finally in the broken dreams department, it’s splitsville for Adam 
and Nick. We hear one of the duo was spotted rather blotto at a downtown sidewalk 
cafe feeling sorry for himself, and he told we pussies that his ex walked out on him 
“and then he sent me a cheque for $10,000. What the %$£@!! am I supposed to do 
with that?”  Our comment is move on, honey, and buy some stock or bonds. At least 
your man sent money while the duo above got best regards, and no cash at all when 
their guy took off! Consider yours found money!... Speaking of finding, we hear they 
still ain’t found out whatever became of the lights and mirror in the boys room at one 
well-known Western Indiana nightclub. We cats are told that a regular went in not too 
long ago and about peed on his feet cause there was no light at all in the men’s room 
and when he went to wash his hands (after stumbling around to find the sink) couldn’t 
see a mirror, either. We are told he was informed when he asked staff, “Well, the mirror 
got broken and we just never replaced it.” As for the lights? Seems they just burnt out 
one at a time and management (which has a penchant for watching their pennies) just 
never bought any new bulbs! When the last one went out nobody complained, so they 
just never have done anything about it! ...Speaking of enlightened, we have declined 
to tip any secrets to anyone, but an item in these cats’ column last month seems to 
have really started folks thinking. It was the one which read in part: We “got wind” 
of the fact that it’s no secret a certain regular reader of this column needs to clean up 
their act — literally! We won’t make our lawyer sit up and take notice nor would we 
humiliate said individual with a name, location or anything to identify him or her, but 
we know the person’s a reader and hope takes the advice friends are too polite to give 
in person, leaving us to do the job: That said these pussies have had several e-mails 
of late saying we should inform said person that folks avoid you because, well, to be 
honest, you smell! Well, we musta got a half dozen e-mails about this item, had at 
least five or six calls and a couple people (including one bar manager) stop us to ask 
if we were referring to this or that person. So far, all of the guesses have been way, 
way off-base and that includes ones from folks in both Indiana and Kentucky — this 
one’s gone wild beyond our borders. We’d never give a name, if someone got it right, 
anyway, but if the comments and guesses about folks smelling are anything to go by, it 
would appear there are a fairly significant number of you boys and girls who need to 
take more frequent baths and showers and buy deodorant very soon! Whodda thought 
in 2013 we pussies would have to be telling you boys and girls that hygiene is a vital 
component to living, much less to having a relationship? Nobody likes folks who 
smell!... Happy Halloween and meow from we pussies!
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