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— Damien Centre Pays Off Their Building In Record 
Time; Gets Set For Dining Out For Life, Page 25.
— Metro Sets May Move Down The Street, Page 49.
—Look Out Louisville! It’s Down & Derby! Page 24.

Right Wingnuts & State Use Error To 
Kill Indiana Youth Group Licence Plate; 

Defeat X2
Kentucky Republicans Join Wingnuts To 
Defeat Bullying Bill As ‘Special Rights’

Inside Headlines...

It was not a good month for us around the Midwest as what was a victory for the 
Indiana Youth Group’s (IYG) licence plate was thrown for a loss in Indiana due to 
stealth technicalities trumpeted by the right wing and a rule violation by the IYG while 
in Kentucky, Republicans blocked the state’s anti-bullying bill in the legislature with 
those familiar conservative cries that it represented “special, not equal rights”.

First the IYG story — and it is one of great heroism and efforts from the IYG, Indiana 
Equality and others which all went for naught as the plate was pulled the middle of 
March because a contract signed for it by IYG was not obeyed to the letter.

The plate was agreed to after 
lawsuits by the Indiana Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles (BMV) and 
announced a few months ago; 
however conservatives, led by 
Advance America’s Eric Miller 
and some of his right-wing cro-
nies in the legislature, did all 
they could to get it cancelled. 
Those efforts included claims 

Good Goddess!
DAYTON—It was 
all fun as the annual 
All American 
Goddess  at Large 
2012 pageant took 
to the stage at 
Masque. Here, 2011 
winner Dena Cass 
wows ‘em with her 
opening number. 
Whitney Paige was 
the winner for 2012. 
Another photo is on 
Page Nine inside.

Word Photo: John Gebhardt
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THERE’S ONE PLACE NO ONE MINDS GETTING FATTER.

Save today with Farmers®.
Slim down your budget. Trim away extra fat. And get your insurance policies into 
shape with help from your local Farmers agent. An insurance personal trainer of 
sorts who takes the time to help you look for savings. And help you bulk up where 
you need it most. For outstanding rates and service, call today.

Jerry Roseberry
317-351-6933
jroseberry@farmersagent.com
920 N SHADELAND AVE STE G1A
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46219-4817

that there are too many special plates to 
the usual false charge that IYG is “re-
cruiting kids to be gay.” Happily, all of the 
attempts failed; the legislature adjourned 
with the plate intact and the celebrations 
started. 

But it was all for naught as the IYG’s 
plate and two others — one being the 
4-H tag — were cancelled by the BMV a 
week later when it came to light that the 
groups had offered low numbered tags 
to major donors in violation of contracts 
with the state. Arguments that others had 
done this and were still doing it fell on 
deaf ears, so as of presstime there is no 
IYG pride plate in the Indiana BMV list, 
though the 700 or so already sold are on 
cars and permitted to remain valid until 
their expirations.

Sadly, the cancellation gave Miller as 
well as right wing legislators a chance to 
gloat on TV and in the general press how 
happy they were and offer the usual tired 
bromides claiming IYG is “bad for the 
state’s children” and so on.

This same situation doomed Kentucky’s 
anti-bullying law as Republican conserva-
tives blocked a committee vote on the bill 
in this election year. 

In a story in The State-Journal, Kentucky’s 
capital newspaper, one of the legislators 

Double Defeats In Kentucky & Indiana 
Continued From The Front Page minced no words talking to a reporter: 

“Rep. Ben Waide, R-Madisonville, said 
he feared that any statute that did not 
protect a Christian student’s First Amend-
ment rights to disagree with a gay student 
about whether homosexuality is accepta-
ble could subject the Christian student to 

punishment for harassment... Waide said 
the issue was about equal protection, but 
that ‘you can’t achieve equality by making 
some persons more equal than others.’”

Meanwhile tensions ran high as Fair-
ness Director Chris Hartman confronted 
Bryan Beaumen, a lawyer representing 

the right-wing Alliance Defence Fund, 
and Family Foundation policy analyst 
Andrew Walker after the bill was tabled. 
While there were no arrests, photos of 
the confrontation in a capitol hallway did 
make the Associated Press wire and were 
seen around the state. 

Straight, But Not 
Narrow Success 
In Terre Haute

TERRE HAUTE—Some 40 people were 
in attendance at the Vigo County Library 
recently as this Western Indiana city 
celebrated its first ever Straight But Not 
Narrow Night. 

Lee Densmore, reporting for The Word 
said, “There was a good mix of gay, 
straight, bi and transgendered people at-
tending.”

Jay Michaels & Storm Avery of WMGI-
FM (The MIX Morning Show with Jay & 
Storm) spoke to those gathered about their 
public service announcement asking peo-
ple to think before saying "Gay". And they 
reminded the audience that saying this or 
that or someone is “gay” can be hurtful. 
The public service announcement is cur-
rently airing on the station which can also 
be heard online at www.mymixfm.com

The Wabash Valley Pride group which 
sponsored this event is also working with 
several orginasations for a 20th April one 
to mark National Day of Silence. Plans are 
still being finalised with Indiana State Uni-
versity, The Vigo County School Corp., lo-
cal branches of the NAACP, Human Rights 
Campaign and others. For details check 
the Wabash Valley Pride Facebook page.
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist
Please Continue On Page 24

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2012 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/725.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               

May’s Derby Edition
Deadline

™

Friday 13th April
Papers On Street:  
Tuesday 24th April
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Serving OUR Community  
With Legal Services  
For YOUR Unique Needs 
 

 www.bjbairdlaw.com 
bjbaird@bjbairdlaw.com 

 

317.637.2345 

445 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA STREET,  SUITE 401   INDIANAPOLIS, IN  46204 

THIS IS WHY YOUR VOTE COUNTS

In the 2010 General Election, an overwhelming slide toward the far-right was feared. 
After the just-completed General Assembly, the far right has delivered these messages 
loudly and clearly: They won. Convincingly. They’re going to do everything they said 
they would. And more. They earnestly believe they’re following God’s word. Which 
fuels their zeal.

To prove their point, consider these salient moves by conservative legislators. More 
importantly, consider the pall those legislators cast over the respective chambers’ Re-
publican caucuses: there’s no room for moderation. 

— Child and Family Services monitoring:For years, child-safety advocates have 
sounded loud alarms over the state’s Department of Child and Family Services’ prac-
tices regarding reporting and monitoring children in the care of the state. Because the 
far-right views those responsibilities differently, stern legislative pressure was placed 
on the department. 

Any expansion of powers for the department was greeted with hostility by this crowd. 
So much so that the governor was forced to loudly herald a recent department report 
wherein statewide child deaths for wards of the state were down to only 20 or so. As if 
that’s somehow acceptable. No, no joke: ANY attempt to stiffen welfare caseworkers’ 
arsenal to potentially remove children from abusive homes was viewed as a far-left 
liberal dragon to be slain.

Ditto any attempts to better-regulate church-run daycare operations. Yet another child 
was killed in one of those facilities just last month — the tot wandered off into a half-
full baptismal font and drowned in 18 inches of water. The facility was not licensed by 
the state. The far-right crowd wants no hint of state regulation of those facilities.   

— In the 2011 session, a carefully-crafted Child Bullying statute authored by a moder-
ate Republican senator was killed despite months of hard work by many interested 
parties. The reason? An Indianapolis Republican senator who kowtows to this far-right 
regime indicated the pending legislation could hinder his constituents’ rights to free 
speech. Seriously.

— The multiple attempts to pull back the Indiana Youth Group’s specialty license plate 
(see below). Which ultimately died in the legislature, but only until 20 Republican 
senators could force their will on the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.  

— Right to Work. Badly-named but effective if you’re in a race to the bottom wage-
wise. The facts are crystal-clear, but the far-right wanted revenge and they got it.

There are more examples but these suffice for this tight space.

In an attempt to better understand the right-wing zeal for certain issues it’s appropri-
ate to re-visit the 2010 campaign literature and promises. Once that’s done it’s very 
clear that these folks engaged in 100% Truth-in-Advertising.

In short; they’re following through on their promises. No one should be surprised.

In 2010, the Indiana House went from Democratic control to 60-40 Republican. The 
trend was national in scope, but the pathetic response put forth by whomever planned 
the Indiana House Democratic campaigns should’ve seen a harbinger of bad things.  

The point of this lesson is not to extol the virtues of legislative Democrats and crucify 
all Republicans. Far from it. There were almost two dozen House Democratic defec-
tions on HJR-6 (the anti-marriage bill) in 2011 — a sad and little-noted fact.

But it’s fair to point out that the massive far-right shift which was capped by the 2010 
General Election in effect hijacked the state’s legislative agenda for two years. It moved 
the “centre” line far to the right.  

And the sadder fact is the 60-seat Republican majority could easily increase by two to 
eight seats because the 2012 session, among other tasks, re-drew all state and federal 
district lines.  

Another look back: in six 2010 House races the Republican victory margins were 
smaller than expected. A limp Democratic message and poor resources hindered those 
half-dozen legislative candidates.

Elections have consequences.  

THE PLATE’S EMPTY

During the 2012 legislative session, House Roads/Transportation Committee Chairman 
Ed Soliday (R-Valparaiso) and Rep. Jeff Thompson (R-Hendricks County) tried multi-
ple times to eliminate the Indiana Youth Group’s brand-new specialty licence plate.
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(317) 656-7223 • HPWinnersCircle.com
Located one block from Monument Circle at 20 N. Pennsylvania between Washington and Market Streets.

DaiLy featureS
• Mega HDtV Wall
• One-of-a-kind bar featuring indiana’s best  
   microbrews and delicious signature cocktails
• taste-tempting lunch and dinner menu

Your Best Bet for Big Game Entertainment Downtown!

Hoosier Park’s Winner’s Circle...Hoosier Park’s Winner’s Circle...

Plus, indy’s Only Off track Betting Lounge!

a New Dimension in Dining & entertainment!

This new and exciting destination features an American 
cuisine-inspired grille, a 21st Century pub featuring a one-
of-a-kind LED bar top and a Las Vegas-style race wagering 
lounge - all just steps from Monument Circle. The Winner’s 
Circle encompasses a bold and unique atmosphere, classic 
and innovative flavors, non-stop excitement and unbeatable 
customer service!
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Complete details available. Subject to IGC approval. Must be 21 years of age or older to enter casino. Management reserves all rights. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

I-69 N, Exit 26
(800) 526-7223  
hoosierpark.com

HOOSIER PARK RACING & CASINO

Follow Hoosier Park online:

Plus, play all week to 
receive extra entries for 
greater chances to win!

Adventures 
Down Under

wIN $50,000, a Range Rover 
or an Aussie Adventure!

Play on Fridays and Saturdays for your chance to win big, 
mate! Each night, FIVE guests will win $1,000 in cash 
and TWO of those lucky blokes are GUARANTEED 
to be constestants in the Grand Adventure 
Giveaway on April 27! 

Fridays And Saturdays, March 23 - April 27
Grand adventure Giveaway Friday, APril 27 

1,200 POUNDS OF RAW  

HORSEPOWER
TUESDAY - SATURDAY: FIRST POST 5:30 PM

LIVE STANDARDBRED RACING MARCH 27 - JULY 14
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Proudly Sponsored by: 

June 2 Spencer, Indiana 
Owen County Courthouse 

Marketplace ∙ Food 
Games ∙ Silent Auction 

Live Entertainment 
Drag Performances 

Free Admission  
 

10 AM – 5 PM 
    

 

 

 

It’s all crowns and smiles following the All American Goddess at Large 2012 pageant in Dayton. Whitney Paige was the winner. Photo: John Gebhardt.
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April 13-15

April 27-30

Masquerade Ball
Summer’s First Tea Dance

Goldee Locks & The Bears
Friday: Retro Disco  

Bear-e-oke 

Midwest’s Largest gay 
resort CoMpLex

Updated pooL & deCK

HUge CoVered party deCK MaNy rooM optioNs

269.857.1401
www.dunesresort.com

SAUGATUCK  |  MICHIGAN

Visit our web site for our DJ and Event schedule.

gay frieNdLy
saUgUtUCK, MiCHigaN 
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946 S Meridian St 
Indianapolis, IN  
317-974-1100 
www.iozzos.com 

See You at 
I O Z Z O ‘ S 

Indy’s Newest 
Oldest  
Italian  

Restaurant 

Originally  
Established 

1930 
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over 
The Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! 
Anything Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 

317/725.8840

Dear Mz. Pink,

I am an overweight lesbian who is interested in finding a “real” girlfriend and getting into 
shape before the Summer begins. 

Are my goals obtainable? How can I build my confidence before I lose the weight? I have 
never been in a relationship and I am so lonely. I have a ton of friends and they all say the 
same things, “You are pretty,” and “You have a great personality.” 

Well I am over the sympathy. I just want to be the hot lesbian who has a hot girlfriend. 
Help!!!

Fat Girl in Indy

Dear Fat Girl,

I am sorry that you are feeling lonely and undesirable. Rest assured that a relationship 
will come and you will be hot to your girl and others. 

First off, it is good to have goals and reasons to become a healthier you, but if you are 
doing it solely to get a girl, then you need to reconsider. Losing weight and exercising 
has to be something you want to do for yourself or you will relapse and regain all of 
your weight and more. 

Also, keep in mind that once you start losing the weight you might not get that special 
girl right away and that could send you back into a tailspin of self-loathing. So, reset 
your goals to fit you and what you want to do for the greater good of your own mind, 
body and soul.

Secondly, confidence is something you will need to start working on now. Talk to girls 
whom you wouldn’t normally talk to, put yourself out there and do things you don’t 
usually do. See how it feels and find out what people want. Take time to feel out dif-
ferent situations. This way when you start getting into shape and start feeling better 
about yourself you will know what direction in which to move.  

Doing this will be hard, but worth it in the end. Oh, and please be prepared for rejec-
tion and people being butt-heads, but also know that there are people out there who 
like chubby girls! 

On that note, there are places you can go and on-line sites that cater to larger women. 
This is also something you can explore while you are working out and dieting. Maybe 
seeing that people find women like you attractive will keep you motivated and inspired 
to be healthier and to cater to you. Remember, too, that you are the most important in 
this endeavour and how you feel is going to make or break your goals.

I believe that this makeover can be fun! But staying focused can become difficult at 
times. Just remember why you are doing this and that major results take time. Just as 
you did not become the size you are now overnight, you won’t see weight loss results 
right away. But trust me — they will come. 

Patience and a sense of reality are going to be necessities while you work to reach 
your goals. I believe that all the things you want are within arms’ reach, but set weekly 
goals, surround yourself with positive people and just go for it. Each time you reach 
a short-term goal reward yourself. Do something you enjoy doing. Go to the movies 
on your own, take a bubble bath, just do something for you. This will also establish 
a sense of independence. That way you will be able to do stuff by yourself and enjoy 
your own company. 

This makeover is a total body, soul and attitude one and it is just going to take com-
ing out of your comfort zone. In the end though you will be a complete package: an 
independent, confident, hot lesbian woman! You can do it. I know you can! Keep me 
posted!

Mz. Pink
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Presented by

with support from...
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AND PLAY PR
ID

E OF INDY

BAN DS
For more information, visit us at 
www.prideofindy.org

Tuesday • Broadway Methodist Church • 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
609 East 29th Street, Indianapolis

COME OUT

our media partners:

Our 
Opinion

OK, so let’s get this right. You hear on the radio that there’s a speed trap at I-65 and Stop 
11 Road. Your best friend got a ticket there last week. Yet, when you head south from 
Indianapolis you don’t use due caution and next thing see are the flashing lights in your 
mirror. Is that stupidity? Carelessness? Just thinking you can “get by with it” because 
three others passed you right before you got pulled over?

Whatever the reason or reasons, you got the ticket and now must pay the penalty. And 
sadly, that’s exactly what just happened to the Indiana Youth Group with their IYG 
licence plate. 

They and we and thanks to mainstream media, the whole state, knew that right wing 
nuts like Indiana Family Association’s Micah Clark and his partner in crime Eric Miller 
of Advance America wanted the IYG plate stricken from the list of special licences issued 
by Indiana. They and several evil-minded friends in the legislature tried every trick in 
the book to get the plate killed including repeating the usual lies about gays using IYG to 
“recruit kids” and the familiar drone of “special rights”. But this time the scare tactics all 
failed. Yet a week after the legislature ended, The Indianapolis Star’s front page headline 
told it all: “BMV Pulls the plug on 3 plates... Indiana Youth Group is among the groups 
stopped from selling tags.”

Why? Because despite it being against the contract the IYG signed to have their logo on 
a plate and get donations from its sale, they still posted an offer to suppporters offering 
low numbered tags to major donors and those who would give extra. The very same thing 
tripped up two other groups — one of them the Indiana 4-H Foundation. 

Sadly, while there were teeth being gnashed and tables pounded, the truth is the contracts 
with the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles prohibits offering plates to donors outside of 
the state’s set purchase agreement and against offering special ones to big donors. IYG 
clearly violated this regulation all while they knew that the right wingers would be watch-
ing so it sadly should come as no real shock that they got caught. What was that analogy 
we put out there about the cops and a speeding ticket? Was it ignorance? Was it careless-
ness? Was it seeing other groups do it and thinking you could get by with it?

Regardless of the moment they seized, IYG’s leadership had to have known that they were 
being watched in their every move by the bible police. And they knew (or should have 
known) that the contract prohibited exactly what they did leaving them with little real 
choice but to “pay the ticket” which in this case means doing without the license plates.

But there is a bit more here, too. First, the penalty is especially harsh. A speeding ticket 
will cost you $125 and maybe some license points but not the death penalty as was done 
here. Also, we’d be wrong were we not to say the vitriol spewed by the Clarks and Millers 
as well as Indiana State Senate President Pro Tempore David long and his ilk against the 
mission of the IYG was uncalled for. Clark, who had a diatribe against IYG published in 
several papers last week told The Indianapolis Star after the plate was cancelled, “The 
Indiana Youth Group promotes dangerous lifestyles that run counter to state law...I think 
you have to draw the line when you are talking about kids under the age of consent. I’m 
happy the plate is not being sold anymore. The plate funds were going to go for setting up 
homosexual youth groups in schools. . . . It runs against state sexual education (policies), 
marriage and morality.” 

His belief and that of others? Acknowledged. Uncalled for rudeness? Yes. But the fact that 
IYG saves lives of bullied, homeless, and often unwanted kids also needs considering. 
And for years and years (I personally was a friend of founder Chris Gonzalez.) they have 
done a great job which is our way to say licence plate or no they must continue to be 
funded by our community and the caring residents of Indiana. And we donors need to re-
mind them that next time they have a deal to read and obey every word of the fine print.

Right now, though, you and I need to send them a few bucks to make up for the funding 
lost and they need to pay the fine and quit bellyaching. As Ricky Ricardo said in the old I 
Love Lucy show: “You turned on the electric blanket. Now take the nap.” Or as we know 
it: You made your bed, now lie in it. It’s a lesson we all — including the gay young people 
IYG mentors — must learn. Sadly it was the hard way.

 

Word Publisher
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Four

FEEL ALL THE STRESS & TENSION
MELT FROM YOUR BODY

UNDER THE HANDS
OF A NATIONALLY-CERTIFIED

MASSAGE THERAPIST

 INCREDIBLE 
90 Minute MASSAGE 

FOR JUST $60
CLINIC LOCATED On East 86th Street In The Nora Area

CALL RON AT
(317) 902-2796

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
WITH QUALITY MASSAGE!

Louisville Gears Up For 
Down & Derby 5th May

LOUISVILLE—Get set Kentuckiana, Down & Derby is set to take place Derby Night, 
Saturday, 5th May at the Water Tower, 3005 River Road. 

The annual party begins at 8 p.m. with a live broadcast from Louisville's 99.7 WDJX. 
Featured at Down & Derby this year will be Miss Latrice Royale, one of the stand-out 
favourites from RuPaul's Drag Race Season 4 currently airing on Logo-TV. 

Reichan Lehmkuhl, previous winner of The Amazing Race on CBS, and current star of 
the Logo hit series The A-List will be partying with the crowd. 

Due to many requests, Brynn Taylor will be bringing her unique DJing style from Los 
Angeles to rock the party again this year. If you missed her last year, this is your sec-
ond chance and trust us: She is not to be missed! 

Tickets are $40 per person and include open bar. While this Derby event is a blast it 
also serves as the only large scale fundraiser for the WINGS Clinic at the University of 
Louisville. The WINGS Clinic provides medical care for those affected by HIV/AIDS 
with 100% of the money raised used to help pay for medications and lab work for 
patients who are underinsured or without any medical coverage. 

The WINGS Clinic serves the metropolitan Louisville area, including many counties 
in Southern Indiana. Unfortunately, the patient population continues to rise by more 
than 20 patients per month and now numbers almost 1,800 in total. 

So, after a long fun day celebrating the most exciting two minutes in sports, come on 
down to Down & Derby, spend a few hours, have fun and do something good for your 
community in the process.

The background: for $40 extra, any Hoosier driver can get a specialty plate which 
honours one of almost 200 groups. Those groups were approved by either the legisla-
ture (pre-2006) or the Bureau of Motor Vehicles (2007-now). From each plate sold, $25 
goes to the approved group.

IYG tried twice to get approved. They couldn’t. When it was painfully clear the action 
was discriminatory, IYG and the Indiana Civil Liberties Union sued. They wanted the 
decision explained in clear terms. The BMV ultimately gave in and IYG was granted 
their specialty plate starting in January. All of this infuriated the legislators mentioned 
above — the far-right detests anything that remotely assists our community.  

Rep. Thompson’s initial legislative attempts were solely aimed at IYG. They failed.  
Rep. Soliday’s attempt was thinly-veiled to include all plates, but curiously, his amend-
ment to a Senate bill targeted only the 11 groups approved in 2012. Retroactively.

The ins-outs of that last two weeks and the battle that ensued might make a good 
book, but for some reason on the 9th of March — the last day of the session — the bill 
died. Now we know why.

Senate President Pro Tempore David Long (R-Ft. Wayne) hinted that the BMV might 
consider administrative action against IYG. And a letter signed by 20 Republican sena-
tors was carried around by someone on that last legislative day. It was sent to the BMV 
and within a week the BMV determined, rightfully, that IYG had violated one technical 
clause of the contract: All 2012-era plate issuers were forbidden by contractual lan-
guage from selling low-numbered plates at a premium. The practice was widely-used 
by multiple groups in the past, but the state, in its high-and-mighty wisdom, thinks it 
shouldn’t be sanctioning a high-dollar plate raffle.  

For a period of time, the IYG folks promoted their plates in the traditional manner: 
lower-numbered plates were offered and the suggestion was strong that the low num-
bers needed to be accompanied by an additional IYG donation.

For the record; Publisher Ted (elsewhere in this  edition), and many others, are angry 
at IYG for not paying closer attention to the contract. Fair enough — righteous anger 
is allowable, if futile. The monumental effort that went into IYG getting the plate prob-
ably should’ve been accompanied by a better review of the state contract. But also for 
the record, in almost any business enterprise a minor infraction such as this would be 
greeted by a moderately hard-nosed written reminder to stop the practice and a rea-
sonable cure period. In this instance the crime was minor; the penalty severe.

And it should be noted the real losers here are our gay, lesbian, bi and trans youth who 
are served well by this outstanding agency. IYG may want to examine a couple of its 
programmes to see if they’ll withstand far-right criticism, but their overall mission is 
superb. They’ve been around 25 years — some of them pretty lean — with no noted in-
stances of poorly-run programmes.  So 20 Republican senators rolled over on the last 
legislative day. While someone, and we all think we know who, peddled this “Demand 
Letter” that was sent to the BMV. I say let’s examine THAT.

HALL OF SHAME

Multiple websites, blogs, Facebook posts and other sources listed the 20 stealth sena-
tors. I won’t do that here. But a couple beg mention:

One was Indianapolis Republican Sen. James Merritt. It’s odd because the original bill 
that caused this kerfuffle was his. He routinely carries bills to clean-up administrative 
messes for BMV. That’s no big deal. But make no mistake: he’s a senior Republican, 
chairman of the party’s caucus and he was strangely aloof during the massive at-
tempts made by gay and lesbian supporters in his district. Few could reach him. The 
soft-message came back: he wasn’t really interested in amending his original bill. Fair 
enough.  IYG nonsense gone. But here’s a lesson in politics: few Senate authors of a 
bill of Merritt’s stature watch their bill amended without tacit approval. That happened 
in late February in Soliday’s committee. As the legislative session waned Merritt signed 
his name to the BMV letter (His was the first name on the list.) And because he was 
the senator who routinely carries BMV mop-up legislation, the message was clear to 
the bureaucrats who run the license branches.

Another name on the list: Indianapolis Republican Sen. Patricia Miller.  And more on 
her story: She’s long been a fervent opponent of gay rights. She oversees a movement 
within the United Methodist Church which seeks to push gay Christians away from 
their church and to severely limit the right of congregations to open-up their ranks 

and pulpits to our causes. And she has another important distinction: she has a strong 
2012 opponent. Former Rep. John Barnes (D) is taking on Miller. It’s a tough district 
and the numbers are daunting. But Barnes is ready for the task. Flip back to the first 
item under this column’s heading: elections do have consequences.

Here’s hoping one of those consequences is that Sen. Miller has to explain her sorry 
posturing all over her district.  It’s gone beyond hate. It’s elevated itself to an art form: 
religious zealotry. And my God weeps at the result.
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INDIANAPOLIS—After only six years, The Damien Centre has successfully completed 
its $3 million Capital Campaign as the agency recently made the final payment on their 
building mortgage and is now the sole owner of its facility at 26 North Arsenal Avenue, 
just east of downtown.

Officials of the Centre noted, “With the community’s support, The Damien Centre is 
entering its 25th anniversary year in a strong position. Now serving more than 5,000 
people infected and affected by HIV and AIDS each year, the agency is one of a limited 
number of not-for-profits in the area which both owns its own building and has main-
tained and expanded its operations during these difficult economic times.  The facility 
provides a safe and welcoming environment for everyone served, inviting people for 
services, programmes and as a community meeting place. Spaces such as the Joseph F. 
Miller Testing Centre and the Fortune Blakley Client Resource Centre are resources for 
clients and staff, and the ample space provided by the rest of the building has allowed 
for expanded programme offerings that benefit all clients.”

“Our mission is to allow all those affected by HIV/AIDS in Central Indiana to move 
forward each day with dignity, and to lead the fight to stop the spread of this disease,” 
Tracy Elliott, who was executive director told the media in 2005 when the Capital 
Campaign was launched, adding “We want anyone, regardless of age, race, gender, or 
sexual orientation to feel comfortable coming to The Damien Centre.”

Now under Executive Director Tom Bartenbach the Centre has fulfilled that goal of 
moving the organisation from its previous home at 1350 North Pennsylvania Street 
and expanding more than just their physical reach. Nearly half of the HIV+ clients 
are African-American (41%) or Hispanic (4%) while 51% of the 1,260 clients are 
white. While many clients identify with the gay and lesbian community, many are also 
heterosexual. Just as the disease knows no bounds, neither does The Damien Centre’s 
welcoming embrace.

In celebration of their 25th anniversary and to mark the completion of their mortgage, 
the centre has scheduled celebration activities throughout the year, and the building is 
available for individual or group tour reservations, too.  “If you have not been back to 
The Damien Centre since the early days of the Capital Campaign, we encourage you to 
attend to see first-hand the results of your generosity and to learn more about the dif-
ference that we are making in the community,” Bartenbach noted.

He also noted that though the building is now paid for there are many services which 
continue to need community support. One of the easiest ways to do this is in April 
through Dining Out for Life on the 26th.

Presented by Hoosier Parks Racing and Casino nearly 40 restaurants in the Indian-
apolis area will donate 25%, 50%, or 100% of their day’s sales to fight AIDS in Central 
Indiana. There are no codes to mention, and no special menus – just grab a bite to eat 
and you will have helped.

So which restaurants will be participating in this year’s event? Check out the complete 
list online at www.diningoutforlife.com or www.damien.org

Meantime, we can say that Red Lion Grog House will be donating 100% of their day’s 
sales to The Damien Centre, marking the first time Indianapolis has been graced with 
such generosity. 

Elisa Rogowski, the Centre’s development director, told The Word, “We also have old fa-
vourites like Santorini Greek Kitchen, Metro Nightclub, Downtown Olly’s, Pita Pit and 
English Ivy’s – some of whom have been participating since the very beginning. We 
also have some great new places like The Columbia Club, Pizzology and  Hoosier Park 
The Winners’ Circle which are simply dripping with deliciousness. For even more fun, 
join us for the Dining Out for Life after party beginning 8 p.m. at Talbott Street on the 
26th – your cover and a portion of your drinks will go to The Damien Centre.”

Dining Out for Life is an international event in 60 cities with over 3,000 participating 
restaurants. This international event collectively raises over $3 million each year to 
support local HIV/AIDS programming. Run by a small national board of directors, the 
organisation is proud to have Rogowski as a member — the first time Indianapolis has 
been represented!

Support for this event nationally has grown to over 250,000 diners, thanks in large part 
to the efforts of Dining Out for Life Spokesman Ted Allen, host of The Food Network’s 
primetime competition series Chopped. Allen will be joined by Pam Grier, actress, 

Damien Centre Pays Off Building; 
Gets Set For Dining Out For Life

advocate and author of the memoir Foxy — My Life In Three Acts, as well as Daisy 
Martinez from the Food Network’s ¡Viva Daisy! Subaru is the proud Host Sponsor of 
Dining Out For Life. 

Rogowski and Bartenbach concluded, “We are delighted to have numerous sponsors 
for this year’s event, including Local Event Presenting Sponsor Hoosier Park Racing 
Casino, along with Entercom Indianapolis, NUVO, Fineline Printing, WTHR Chan-
nel 13, Yelp Indianapolis, Talbott Street, Silver in the City, Just Pop In, GayIndy.com,  
Jockomo’s UpperCrust Pizza and The Word.”

For the latest information, check out the Centre’s tweets (@DamienCenter) and 
Facebook (/thedamiencenter). There are also exclusive online perks, so follow/like the 
Centre during and after the event for the latest scoop.

A hungry table at English Ivy’s enjoying Dining Out For Life last year.

Fairness Holds Rally Day

FRANKFORT, Ky. — The Fairness Campaign and statewide supporters held a 
study session before starting to visit legislators during their recent Rally Day in 
Frankfort. 
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs
Ah, fairy tales…  

The sugar-spun stories of our childhood that made us believe in so many things: happy 
endings, Prince Charmings, and the existence of trolls. They also made us think about 
another important fact and I’m not talking about the obvious problems with wearing 
glass footwear. 

Fairy tales made us believe that no matter what our station in life, be it stable boy, 
farmhand, fisherman or pauper, we could win the hand of our true love with nothing 
but devotion and a pure heart.  

So answer me this question: if you met someone that you felt a connection with today 
and they told you they were a stable boy, how would you react? Are you being honest?  
Because the truth is, even in this day and age, when it comes to dating and relation-
ships we still reside within the confines of the ancient caste system when it comes to 
the subject of employment. 

The truth of the matter is we all work for a living. Whether you are digging ditches or 
performing brain surgery a job is a job. Even though many people use their job as a 
way of identifying themselves, a job doesn’t make you who you are. When you die you 
will be remembered for the feelings you stirred in those left behind. Gravestones don’t 
say: “Here lies John. He was a great pharmacist”. The inscriptions say the person was 
loved and will be missed, that they were a great father, a wonderful brother, an amaz-
ing friend or a loving partner. We are defined by our actions and our interactions with 
the other members of the human race and your personality will shine through whether 
you are holding a scalpel or a shovel.  

But, even though we shouldn’t use our employment or unemployment as a factor, the 
question of what you do for a living is usually brought up in the first few sentences 
when two people meet for the first time — usually right after your name and the place 
where you reside. 

So does the person’s response to “What do you do?” affect your decision on whether 
or not to go any further? Because I can pretty much guarantee someone’s talent for 
flipping burgers or dealing priceless art is not going to make a difference once you hit 
the sheets.

Here’s an example: Years ago I met a guy and we hung out for almost a week before 
I introduced him to my friends. When they asked me what he did for a living, I told 
them straight up. He was an assistant manager at a Burger King. 

Yeah, I know what you’re thinking. Probably exactly what they were thinking as they 
scoffed about it for a couple days. Then they met him. He was built like a wrestler and 
had a face like Liam Hemsworth. Needless to say, I didn’t hear much more derision 
after that. 

He was funny, sweet and he kissed like he had invented it, and where he worked meant 
absolutely nothing to me. Since then, and even before then, I’ve dated guys whose 
careers were all over the map. Nurses and bartenders, artists and chemists, corporate 
drones and Starbucks baristas — and even though I parted ways with all of them it 
was never because of their jobs.

So why does it matter to some people and not others? 

Is it because someone’s job is a direct reflection of their background and education? 
Why should that matter? The world is full of people who pulled themselves up from 
small towns and working class roots to make something of themselves even though 
their family tree might trace back to what some would consider undesirable.  

There are also jobs where someone might make a great deal of money, but it’s the job 
itself that makes someone undesirable. It’s common knowledge that a stripper makes 
more than a schoolteacher, right? 

I believe the measure of what someone does for a living is in direct correlation to your 
own materialism and self-consciousness. If money doesn’t matter to you and the jani-
tor you just met makes your heart skip a beat then who cares about money? If what 
other people think is unimportant then there’s really no problem bringing a mechanic 
to a fancy party is there?  

The sword cuts both ways, however. Having a great job and a successful career can 
intimidate people because they don’t feel like they are on the same level. 

Someone who works at a convenience store might feel uncomfortable mingling with 
the friends of the attorney they are dating. Being unable to jump on a plane to go to 
Puerto Vallarta at a moment’s notice because you have to bartend until 4 a.m. all week-
end to pay your rent tends to make you feel poorer than you actually are.  

Regardless of these trivial things and the ones preceding them it all boils down to 
compatibility. 

Does the person you are with make you happy? 

Are you interested in what they have to say?  

Do they make you laugh?  

Does the sex take your breath away?  

If so, then everything else should fall by the wayside whether you are the one making a 
hundred grand a year or the one working for tips. 

What about being attracted to ambition? 

There are a lot of people out there who believe that someone’s drive to make them-
selves a better person is the same as having a full head of hair or a nice ass or a sense 
of humour — just another trait that makes someone irresistible. People talk about how 
it’s okay to be a waiter or a bartender as long as you are working toward something 
else. So it’s not okay to just be a bartender? An honest day’s work is an honest day’s 
work and when you clock out you’re done.  

Ambition just means you have a strong desire to achieve something through determi-
nation and hard work, and sometimes just getting through the day is an achievement 
in itself. Especially with some of the jobs I’ve had.  

How many people out there work mind-numbing, spirit-crushing, well-paying jobs but 
dream of doing something else?  

I’m not negating the achievement of going to college, studying hard and earning a de-
gree by any means and I’m certainly not knocking ambition and drive, but I am saying 
that to deny someone the chance to sweep you off your feet because they make pizza 
and you perform root canals is foolhardy.  

Who knows what you might be missing? You don’t lie next to a diploma at night, do 
you?  

When you first wake up in the morning and you’re suspended in that moment between 
dreaming and facing the day ahead, that’s when you are your true self. That is the 
person you want to be when you meet someone new. Cast off the caste and open your 
heart. Maybe then you will live happily ever after.
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Whipping 
Post

By Ms. K / Word Columnist

News In 
Brief

I recently attended the International Master/slave conference in Dallas, where I noticed 
a significant change in the type of attendees at this event. After attending for over the 
past decade, the attendees are the same in number; they just come from a different 
time and place than before.  

What changes have I seen? First, attendees are much younger than I remember which 
could be accounted for by the fact that I am a decade older than when I first began 
to attend.  The older generation is not attending this event as they once were. I have 
spoken with a few of the leaders in our community and they have all told me the same 
reason why they do not attend this event: They do not feel welcomed by the current 
producers. Mark Frazier left as an organiser a couple of years ago and with his depar-
ture came a change in the tone of the event. Mark, I feel, brought stability and a sense 
of history to this event that many feel is not there anymore.

With all that said, times change and life goes on. Change comes to an event when the 
attendees change and that is how a lot of our community gatherings survive and even 
sometimes thrive. 

On a positive note I noticed this year that some really great things were added and that 
is great. One was the Friday night cruise and opening ceremonies. It’s been said that 
people in our community don’t cruise like we used to. I totally agree with that state-
ment because it is so very easy for many to sit behind their keyboards, use e-mail or 
chat with someone instead of getting dressed and going out to actually communicate.  

Is this a good thing? I will tell you no. Others will say yes. I say no because my history 
tells me that I should get out there and personally meet with people. I feel that is the 
right way; that is how it is or should be done. Those sitting behind keyboards will tell 
you they can meet many more people their way than my way. Is that true? Yes, it must 
be true or why else would they be doing it? But it’s not the same. 

The future of leather was the keynote speaker’s topic at the Sunday brunch in Dallas. 
The speaker was Phillip Wolf, aka Boymeat. He is a bisexual male who plans to wed 
a woman soon in New York City. He has been a part of our community for about 16 
years and was mentored by Lolita Wolf, who he said taught him how to behave, how 
to act and how to conduct himself with respect and honour as well as how to play and 
how to seduce.  

He talked to us about how he bought his leathers with Lolita’s guidance and how some 
in our community have referred to him as “old leather”. Being in our leather commu-
nity for about 30 years now, I found it interesting how he worked with people his own 
age when he first discovered our community and worked to found groups that were 
dedicated to providing a safe space for the younger members. 

I do tend to sometimes forget as an older person in our community myself that many 
of our elders have died over the past 30+ years of old age or AIDS and they have not 
been replaced with new teachers. That’s left our younger members without leaders, so 
they have found their own way — many through the internet and some through just 
figuring out what they want to do and then doing it.

Phillip also brought up something that I have had to think really hard about. The 
young people in our community have decided to adopt what they like about our tradi-
tions and scratch the rest of them. They have decided to make their own way and their 
own traditions.  

You know this is very hard for someone who was trained that there is is one way and 
only one way to remain and be a vital part of our leather community. I try to remind 
myself daily that the younger people are going to be the future of our community and 
that one day they will be my age and think as I sometimes do: Why are these young 
people trying to come in and change the way things are?  

I guess that happens to all groups in one way or another. Phillip talked, too, about see-
ing evolution. He says he sees a “world of sexual outlaws”, doing what outlaws do. The 
statement that younger people are taking the parts they like and dismissing the parts 
they don’t like were not part of the way I was trained. Oh well, the world and their 
evolutions are going to be what they are going to be, but I must I tell myself that on a 
regular basis. 

For example, in my time we had to physically be present for training skills whereas 
today people watch a video or read a book and they are an “expert.” I will probably 
always find that a hard pill to swallow. Remember, though, I am part of the older gen-
eration in our leather community.  

Also in Phillip’s speech he talked about people always trying to define the future of 
leather. Those of us in the leather community do know that being a leather person 
does not mean that you just wear leather — it means that your heart is mindful of our 
community and what is best for all at the same time we have a great time on the way 
to accomplishing that goal. Being a leather person to me has always meant remember-
ing my traditions but paving my own way in life and following my heart. I was told 
recently by one of my mentors, Mark Frazier, “follow your heart and it will never let 
you down.” Well, we must all follow our hearts and do the best we can and hopefully 
our community will flourish.  

I look forward to your comments and questions.  Please email me at MsKLeather@
sbcglobal.net

INDY FRONTRUNNERS / WALKERS BEGIN SEASON

Indy Frontrunners & Frontwalkers is a gay, lesbian, bi and trans athletic and social 
organisation and they are gearing up for the Spring and Summer running season. The 
group meets Tuesdays at 6.30 p.m. at the Indianapolis Zoo and Saturdays at 9 a.m. at 
Hinkle Fieldhouse at Butler University. Runners and walkers (men and women) of all 
ability levels are welcome.The group currently has around 50 members and is part of 
the international Frontrunners organisation. 

Other events they sponsor include dinner after the Tuesday runs once per month and 
trips, including to Pride Night at Kings Island in Cincinnati each Autumn.

Participants in this year’s Mini and/or 5K Pride Runs are encouraged to join the Front-
runners at their scheduled runs for training. For more information visit their website 
at www.indyfrontrunners.com

POSITIVE LIVING OF INDIANA PREDICTS GOOD FOOD, FUN & INFORMATION

INDIANAPOLIS—Saturday 21st April at The Starfish Initiative, 814 N Delaware, Posi-
tive Living of Indiana will be doing a birthday roast for their founder and director 
Greg Cork in honour of his 35th Birthday. The evening’s theme is “On a Chicken Wing 
and a Prayer.” Starting at 5.30, there will be good food, good folks and good laughs.  
There will also be various guests to roast the founder and everyone’s invited to toast, 
roast and laugh along. The menu is going to be “totally soul food” and Cork promises, 
“all my favourite dishes...” To join in, roast or toast ring 317/710.0655 to participate or 
send an e-mail to positivelivingofindiana@gmail.com

SHOCKING AS IT SEEMS, WE DON’T KNOW HOW TO WEAR A CONDOM

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — Problems with the correct use of the male condom, such 
as not wearing a condom throughout sex or putting it on upside down, are common 
in the U.S. and have become a major concern of public health officials. New research 
shows that countries around the world are facing similar challenges.  

“We chronically underestimate how complicated condom use can be,” said Richard 
Crosby, member of The Kinsey Institute’s Condom Use Research Team. An unprec-
edented collection of condom use studies, published in the journal Sexual Health, 
provides a global perspective on condom use problems and errors, along with new re-
search on factors influencing correct condom use, how condom use programmes can 
be more effective, and the promotion of the female condom. Led by The Kinsey Insti-
tute Condom Use Research Team, or CURT, more than 20 researchers from around 
the world examined and discussed issues such as safe-sex behaviours by American 
adults, counterfeit condoms in China and use of female condoms in South Africa.

“The articles in the special issue illustrate both commonalities and differences rela-
tive to the use and promotion of male condoms around the world,” William Yarber, 
professor of applied health science at IU and member of CURT said, adding, “It 
provides a resource for sexual health professionals to use for strategising ways to 
increase cultural and individual acceptance of condom use.”

The special issue appears online in advance of publication in the print issue. CURT, 
which has studied condom use for a decade, is a research team of scholars from In-
diana University, the University of Kentucky, the University of Guelph in Ontario and 
the University of Southampton in the United Kingdom.

The CURT researchers suggest that closing the gap between the ideal way condoms 
should be used and the more typical manner is critical to reducing unplanned preg-
nancies and the spread of sexually transmitted infections such as HIV. 
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Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Ask The 
Pharmacist
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Are you normal? No, no, not that kind of normal, but is your temperature really the 
standard normal of 98.6 degrees Fahrenheit we were all told it should be as kids? 
And whether or not it is, how do you know and how can you really tell?

If you answered you are not normally “normal” you aren’t unusual — in fact you 
are “normal” — as several doctors and nurses we talked to for this story told us that 
there really is no true “normal” one-size-fits-all just like there’s not one shoe size or 
pants length. This is the human body we’re talking about here and most folks tem-
peratures range from 97.9 to 99.5 degrees. But the bigger question is how do you find 
out with accuracy what your temperature is?

One major Indianapolis area practice nurse we asked told us you shouldn’t count on 
what your doctor’s office tells you when they jam a probe under your tongue or stick 
something in your ear for 15 seconds until it beeps. 

“We use that as the best guess we can, but in truth the only real way to tell is with a 
mercury thermometer (which is not legal for sale anymore) and by leaving it in for 
four full minutes.”

So why do the doctors’ offices and clinics use the ear or quick read thermometers? 
And more importantly, should we believe the readings?

Speed and safety are why because as one nurse told us, “We don’t have four minutes 
for every patient just to take their temperature anymore, but the newer devices give 
us a decent estimate a lot faster.” 

She went on to note that most doctors consider anything under 100 (in some doctors’ 
offices 100.5 degrees) not to be a fever because of the varied “normals” out there, 
plus a lot of folks run what are termed “low-grade fevers” for a variety of non-threat-
ening reasons.

These could include just the way your body is or a slight sinus infection, chronic 
fatigue / fybromyalgia, being overheated from outdoor exercise (especially in Spring 
and Summer) or actually having a mild cold or case of the flu. As she put it, “Under 
100 is nothing to be alarmed about, but it does need watching and other symptoms 
need investigating as does the fever if it lasts a long time.”

So what do you do at home? And how do you even get a thermometer you can trust?

Recently, after a hospital stay, I was running a fever — at least I suspected I was as I 
was feeling first hot, then cold. So I went to check. Our medicine chest is a plethora 
of thermometers — from the latest ones which beep after a bit to three old mercury 
antiques which we found when my dad and grandma died — in the latter case over 
20 years ago.

Figuring I’d do what the nurse advised, I dutifully shook down the newer of the 
mercury readers and timed four minutes. I came out at exactly 98.6. Always curious 
(I am a journalist, afterall.) I put one of the instant read ones in my mouth and it 
showed 98.1 when it beeped. That got me wondering so I took a second instant one 
out, then a third and I came up with 97.7 and 99.1 respectively. My dilemma was 
deepening.

I reached to the back of the shelf where a new type thermometer sat. This one’s 
something with new technology, but which looks old. It appears to be a slightly 
outgrown mercury thermometer, but in truth holds non-poisonous fluid made to look 
like the silvery mercury and housed in a plastic tube which does a decent job of mim-
icking the old type thermometers. Cool idea and safe for all the biters out there. Also 
pretty accurate as our reading of 98.6 exactly matched the aged mercury thermom-
eter’s numbers.

All of this sent us to the thermometer aisle when we next hit CVS — and yes there is 
a whole area of them at the larger CVS, Rite Aid and other stores — and it prompted 
us to ask two pharmacists we know for their take on temperature. What we got for 
replies was as varied as the readings on our stock of temperature takers, but it all 
boiled down to the very same answer our nurse practitioner gave us — if the reading 
is below 100 and doesn’t last more than a few days it’s not much to worry about. 

If there’s no apparent reason for the number to be above your personal “normal” or 
if it spikes suddenly or remains high for at least 72 hours it would be good to have 
it checked out by your physician or at one of the multitude of docs in the box which 
seem to have sprouted up at many area drugstores and supermarkets. Ignoring a 

high temperature can be harmful or even fatal as can ignoring one well below nor-
mal after skiing or Winter sports, which indicates frostbite or hypothermia. Infec-
tions, as well as heat stroke and heat exhaustion also can and do cause fluctuations, 
but the key here is to know why your temperature might be up and to make certain it 
goes back down.

As far as what to take it with, all of our contacts said basically the same thing — 
don’t obsess as I did when I took my temperature 11 times with various devices re-
cently, but instead on a day when all’s feeling “normal” pick one thermometer (They 
can be had as cheaply as 99¢ in sale bins and as expensive as $100 or more. Our 
contacts said they’d consider $6 to $20 a fair price for a reliable instrument.) and 
check a time or two so you know your own “normal”. Then use that as a benchmark 
so you’ll know where you stand if you suddenly feel hot, cold or sick.

The number might not be “absolute” but it can show change from your “normal” day 
and that’s what truly matters. Always tend to a high or unexplained fever ASAP, but 
don’t stress if 98.9 or 97.9 shows in the reading window. That might just be your own 
normal.

Remember, just like your boyfriend’s shoes likely don’t fit you and your date’s undies 
are too tight if you swap, no two “normal” temperatures are precisely that 98.6 de-
spite what Mrs. Johnson taught you in junior high school. Trust me...I know!
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By Casey Williams/ Automotive Reporter

You Auto 
Try This...

2012 Kia Soul ECO

Legend has the offspring of a Kia manager giving a class of vehicles that are not quite 
crossovers but too big to be stations wagons, the term “toaster”.  Scion’s xB was the 
first, but the Kia Soul objectifies the idea of a big rounded box that has the cavern-
ous space of an auditorium, handling of a sedan and the economy of a compact. Kia’s 
funky car bares its toaster soul.

When it debuted in 2009, the Soul was an appliance of uncommon style for the Korean 
brand. When the rest of Kia’s vehicles were as boring as your mother’s bloomers, the 
Soul was fun - and economical. From the front, it looks like a bulldog. A side view 
absorbs a cross between a Jeep and high-heel pump. The rear is pure sculpture. The 
car looks something like a four-door Smart. Designers gave the car a facelift for 2012 
to finesse the front facia and interior without losing any of the car’s cachet.

Sliding inside to the high-top seating turns up more funk. There’s nothing wrong with 
the base interior’s cloth seats and rubber steering wheel, but fashionistas will choose 
two-tone leather or houndstooth upholstery – preferably heated in front. The pod of 
a starship contains radio and climate controls in the centre dash while large cuphold-
ers keep everybody hydrated. Satellite radio, USB iPod input, and CD player provide 
entertainment. Bluetooth keeps hands on the wheel while negotiating the big deal (or 
just calling your lovey for dinner). Push button starting and automatic climate control 
are optional, but there’s no need for either.

Proving there’s a little geek under the cool duds, a new ECO mode features innovative 
Idle Stop and Go Technology that shuts down the engine at stoplights and automati-
cally re-starts upon lifting your foot from brake to throttle. Hybrids had this function 
for years, but it is a relatively new idea for regular gasoline-burning cars. It’s already 
big in Europe, so you can expect more cars to have the technology here. Checking the 
ECO box also grants low rolling resistance tires, upgraded battery, dual illuminated 
vanity mirrors, power outside mirrors and tweeter speakers (not sure how the last 
three save gas).  

This starting and stopping really pays off. The standard 138hp 1.6-litre four-cylinder 
engine with ECO mode won’t burn much bread, but it achieves 27/35-MPG city/hwy. 
– most excellent for a small crossoverish car. Or, sporty Soulsters can step up to the 
164hp 2.0-litre four-cylinder engine that achieves 26/34-MPG. It does a better job of 
scorching breakfast, but the base engine seemed plenty peppy. No matter which setting 
you choose, Hyundai will throw in electronic stability control, hill start assist, four-
wheel anti-lock brakes and traction control to direct your spirit in the right direction.

Let’s face it, some of us like toasters. My favourite is a vintage chrome Sunbeam 
with automatic retract. But, others prefer a four-space bagelatorium that does eve-
rything but butter your undersides. The Kia Soul is more like the Sunbeam – plenty 
of style and features to get you by, but little you don’t need. Including Kia’s standard 
10-year/100,000-mile powertrain warranty, the Soul is a pretty good deal with a base 
price of $14,000 or $17,545 as tested. It’s certainly hard to complain about the quality 
of the toast.

Kia Soul Track’ster Concept

Apparently inspired by Mini’s success, Kia is contemplating a travel-size toaster.  
Shown at the recent Chicago auto show, the Track’ster is a slashed and chopped ver-
sion of the popular Soul. Whiteout and Inferno Orange paint, carbon fibre grille trim, 
LED driving lamps, lowered ride height and 19” wheels make it California cool.  A 2.0L 
turbocharged four-cylinder engine pumps 250hp. It’s exactly the car Kia needs to keep 
its youthful vibe. If you’re looking for a couple’s breakfast, and don’t need to feed the 
entire fam, this concept could be perfect.  Hopefully, Kia will build it.
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

22 April is Earth Day. Started in 1970 by Senator Gaylord Nelson, Earth Day is 
designed to create awareness of the Earth’s environment and to encourage con-
servation efforts. If you and your family participate in Earth Day events, such as 
helping clean up a local park or taking materials to a recycling centre, you know 
the benefits of doing your part to improve your surroundings. But are you doing 
everything you can to upgrade your environment for investing?

Actually, as an investor, you can learn a lot from the lessons of Earth Day. Here are 
just a few ideas:

—Diversify. If you’re familiar with Earth Day, you know that it involves multiple 
activities, including educational programmes and do-it-now action steps. This 
variety is necessary because protecting our environment is a complex challenge. 
Meeting your short- and long-term investment goals can be challenging, too, but 
you’ll have a better chance of success by diversifying your investment dollars 
across a range of vehicles, such as stocks, bonds, government securities and certifi-
cates of deposit (CDs). Diversification can help reduce the impact of volatility on 
your portfolio — and high volatility can be an obstacle for some people trying to 
follow an investment strategy. (Keep in mind, though, that diversification, by itself, 
cannot guarantee a profit or protect against loss.)

—Seek growth opportunities. Some people plant trees on Earth Day, hoping to 
watch them grow over the years. As an investor, you, too, need to plant “seeds” 
today in the hopes of growth in the future. That means, among other things, that 
when you purchase growth-oriented investments for the long term, you need to try 
to stick with them and not “uproot” them after short-term declines in price.

 —Develop good habits.  If you attend an Earth Day programme you will learn 
about many eco-friendly habits you can develop, from using energy-efficient light 
bulbs to recycling old computers and other electronic devices. To invest success-
fully, it's important to develop good habits, such as staying invested in all types of 
markets, seeking tax-advantaged investments and reviewing your portfolio regu-
larly to make sure it’s still appropriate for your risk tolerance, time horizon and 
long-term objectives.

—Avoid “toxins.” At some Earth Day events, you can learn about “green” substi-
tutes for toxic chemicals in common household cleaners. When you invest, you 
may also want to avoid “toxins” — or at least “toxic” behaviours, such as chasing 
after “hot” stocks which are inappropriate for your needs or trading so frequently 
that you run up big fees, commissions and taxes.

—Think long term. Above all else, Earth Day is a reminder to us that we all want 
to leave a healthy planet to future generations — which means we need to make 
moves that are beneficial for the environment over the long term. When you invest, 
you also need to focus on the future. That means following a long-term investment 
strategy and not getting sidetracked by short-term events, such as political crises 
and economic downturns.

Earth Day comes once a year, but its lessons can have a lasting impact on our 
environment. When you apply these same lessons to your own investment environ-
ment, you may be able to achieve some healthy results.

Also of interest this month is that dreaded Income Tax Deadline and about that I 
want to talk to some of The Word’s younger readers. If you’re relatively young, and 
you’ve been investing only a few years, you possess an asset that is valuable and 
cannot be replaced: time. And the more time you spend contributing to tax-advan-
taged investments, the better off you may be. 

As an investor, time is your ally for two reasons. First, the more time you give to 
your growth-oriented investments, the greater their growth potential. And second, 
the effects of market volatility have tended to decrease over time, though as you 
no doubt have heard and read here, past performance is not a guarantee of future 
results.

Clearly, it pays to put time on your side. And when you’re investing in tax-advan-
taged vehicles, time becomes an even more critical component of investment suc-
cess, especially when you are young and have several decades ahead of you before 
you retire.

Suppose, for example, that you put $200 per month into an investment on which 
you paid taxes every year. If you earned a hypothetical 7% return on this invest-

ment, you’d end up with about $324,000 after 40 years. But if you put that same 
$200 per month into a tax-deferred investment, such as a traditional Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA), and you earned that same 7% return, you’d wind up 
with about $513,000 after 40 years. Of course, once you starting taking withdraw-
als, presumably when you’re retired, you’ll have to pay taxes on your earnings, so 
your after-tax accumulation would be about $385,000, assuming you took your 
IRA in a lump sum (which most people don’t) and also assuming you were in the 
25% tax bracket. 

However, by the time you retire, you may be in a lower bracket. Plus, you have 
some control over how much you withdraw each year, so you may be able to affect 
the taxes you’ll pay. Furthermore, depending on your income level, your contribu-
tions to a traditional IRA may be tax-deductible in the years in which you make 
the contributions. (Keep in mind that this hypothetical example is for illustrative 
purposes only and does not represent a specific investment or investment strategy.)

While tax deferral is obviously a nice feature for an investment, tax-free may be 
even better. If you meet the income requirements, you might want to consider 
investing in a Roth IRA, which provides tax-free earnings withdrawals, provided 
you’ve held your account for at least five years and you don’t start taking with-
drawals until you’re at least age 59½. 

This means that, in the above example, you’d have accumulated that same 
$513,000 — but you won’t have to pay taxes on your withdrawals. Generally speak-
ing, the Roth IRA may make more financial sense for those who are eligible, but if 
you think you’ll be in a lower tax bracket when you retire, and your income level 
permits you to deduct some of your contributions, you may want to consider a 
traditional IRA. 

Consult with your tax advisor for guidance on the most appropriate approach for 
your situation. 

When it comes to building resources for retirement, it’s almost impossible to save 
and invest “too much.” So take full advantage of both time and tax-advantaged 
investments. By putting these investments to work for you, and by keeping them at 
work, you’ll be putting time on your side as you work toward your financial goals.



      The Word    April  2012   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 35 

April 
24

DIANA
ROSS

livenation.com
BOX OFFICE

800.754.3000
Old NatiONal CeNtre

murat theatre

Diana Ross 
NOW



Page 36       The Word    April  2012   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word    April  2012   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 37 



Page 38       The Word    April  2012   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

You are invited to attend the 11th annual

Saturday, April 21, 2012
7 p.m.–midnight

Holiday Inn
7101 U.S. Highway 41 North 

Evansville, IN
Everyone  Welcome

 $10 at the Door
Appetizers at 7 p.m.

Security Provided
Sponsored by the Tri-State Alliance

www.TSAGL.org

pride Prom

De
si

gn
ed

 b
y 

Cr
es

ce
nt

 M
ag

az
in

e/
Un

iv
er

si
ty

 o
f E

va
ns

vi
lle

lgbt

Ad Donated By



      The Word    April  2012   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 39 

The Gray Agency
(317) 624-1934

INSURANCE
Because You 
Never Know 
When The 

Need Might 
Arise!

Proudly Keeping It In The Family
With An Agent You Can Talk To!

For All Your Insurance Needs: 
Auto * Home * Renters * Life * Health

In Any Season Nothing 
Is As Convenient As 
Free Indoor Parking 

At Your Door!

*Hardwood floors,
*16ft. ceilings
*2 Blocks To Circle Centre
*1 Block To Lilly
*Supermarket Within 1 Mile
*Easy Interstate Access
*Free Indoor Parking Included

Rents From Just 
$775-$1800 Monthly

Immediate Occupancy!

A Taste Of Manhattan In 
Downtown Indianapolis!

Call 
800.849.4853



Page 40       The Word    April  2012   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

By Bill Elliott / Word Critic
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SEEKING GAY 
PROFESSIONAL 
ALPHA MALE

FOR DATING AND POSSIBLE LTR over 40

  ME:  Clean cut, attractive, easy on the eye, masc. 
in-shape and professional, mature and looks 
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Nostalgia is big business on the big and small screen these days. High culture drama 
Downton Abbey is an unlikely smash hit and the past has been revisited in cable shows 
from Mad Men and Boardwalk Empire to The Borgias.

A quick glance at the Oscar winners in the last couple of years also shows that eyes are 
firmly in the past — The King’s Speech, The Artist, The Iron Lady, Midnight in Paris, to 
mention just a few.

Escape from the woes of the present — unemployment, underwater mortgages, war, 
global economic downturn — is nothing new. The Great Depression of the 1930s pro-
duced Busby Berkeley and Hollywood’s golden age.

When the going gets tough people want to look back to a time when things seemed 
simpler and more innocent.

It might seem odd to put 21 Jump Street into the same category as The King’s Speech or 
The Iron Lady. But revisiting the past doesn’t have to be reverential or serious. 

The television series that introduced Johnny Depp to a wider audience in the late-80’s, 
21 Jump Street always seemed more interesting as an idea than as the basis for a crime 
series. Placing young-looking police officers in high school to root out crime seems to 
lend itself more easily to comedy than to drama.

In the new film version of 21 Jump Street, directors Phil Lord and Chris Miller try to 
rectify this. The film pokes fun at the original TV series, which occasionally took itself 
rather too seriously. The original show’s plots addressed issues of the time: alcoholism, 
drug abuse, homophobia, AIDS, child abuse, sexual promiscuity. Most episodes in-
cluded an implicit moral about the impact of a particular activity or behaviour. Some 
episodes were even followed by public service announcements featuring cast members.

The movie completely subverts the original TV series, updating it to the present and 
replacing its youthful idealism with raunchy humour and a good dose of cynicism.

The film opens in 2005 with high school teens Morton Schmidt (Jonah Hill) and Greg 
Jenko (Channing Tatum) preparing for the prom. The two belong to completely dif-
ferent social “castes.” Schmidt is a nerdy Eminem-wannabe; Jenko is a jock and, thus, 
one of the cooler kids.

After having his invitation to the prom rejected by a popular girl (not to mention 
being humiliated in front of the cooler kids), we jump to the present day where both 
Schmidt and Jenko are police trainees (another 80’s reference: the Police Academy 
movies). Schmidt is still a nerd and Jenko is still a jock but they offer to help each 
other through the gruelling physical and mental challenges needed to graduate.

Their first assignment finds them patrolling local parks on bicycles (“I thought there’d 
be more car chases and explosions and stuff,” says a disappointed Jenko). After botch-
ing an arrest by failing to read the perpetrators their Miranda rights, the two are re-
assigned to a “recycled” programme that places undercover officers in high schools. As 
explained by their 80’s-stereotype-angry-black-captain, Dickson (Ice Cube), “It’s down 
on Jump Street. Number 37, I think,” beginning a long string of jokes that poke fun at 
the film’s televisual parent.

While Hill might still pass for a nerdy teenager, once “re-enrolled” in high school, 
Tatum’s character is the focus of constant references to his age: “Hey man, you look 
about 40 years old,” says one new school chum. “Look at your muscle tone. When did 
you begin puberty, boy? At seven?” asks a coach.

Their re-introduction to high school life challenges the duo (re-christened as brothers 
Brad and Doug McQuaid) to revisit the codes of high school behaviour as they remem-
bered them. The “cool” looking kids are now tolerant social activists who take their 
studies seriously. Nerdy kids are just as likely to go “rogue” as the bad ones. The whole 
high school social order is turned upside down, and it takes Schmidt and Jenko a little 
time to acclimatise.

The purpose of their assignment is to infiltrate a drug ring and find out who is making 
and supplying the Ecstasy-like hallucinogens that are rife in the school. Overly ambi-
tious and anxious to impress, the two rookie cops go about their duties with gusto, not 
overly concerned with following normal police protocol.

Of course, this being high school, there is an obligatory alcohol-and-drug infused 
house party that gets a little out of hand (the theme of another movie about high 
school that has just opened, Project X). In their willingness to blend in, Jenko and 

Schmidt compromise themselves at every step, despite being told: “No alcohol, no 
drugs, and no sex with students or teachers.”

The film shows how far we have travelled from the relative innocence of the 80’s. 
While the movie is riotously funny, the tone throughout is cynical and detached. High 
school is depicted as a Darwinian microcosm of society at large: competitive, contra-
dictory, uncompromising, and driven by an amoral, laissez faire attitude to everything 
from getting into college to making a little money on the side. Perhaps it was always 
like this? No wonder kids have trouble “fitting in.” 

Without Hill and Tatum — who make a fine comic team and whose “bromance” is 
both believable and occasionally touching — it is hard to imagine 21 Jump Street 
achieving the kind of success that it undoubtedly will (sequels anyone?). Hill is a natu-
rally talented, dorky plump-boy comedian (like Jack Black and Zach Galafianakis). 
Tatum, normally a romantic lead, plays the comic foil very skilfully. 

Keep a look out for several cameo appearances in the film. They provide another level 
of self-reflexivity in addition to that of the script, which throws out knowing nods and 
winks to the original TV series at every opportunity.

21 Jump Street is not intended to be anything other than escapist fare. There is little 
attempt (outside the developing “buddy” relationship between the two male leads) at 
anything meaningful or dramatic here. 

The film provides its audience with a break from the harsh realities of the present day 
with plenty of belly laughs and outrageous behaviour. Like high school, perhaps some 
things never change? 
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628   18+   ©2011 PC LLC    2185

Indianapolis

(317) 322.9000

1-888-MegaMatesTM

Chicago
(312) 726.6342
Dayton
(937) 395.9001
Columbus
(614) 888.7777
Cincinnati
(513) 821.4500
Louisville
(502) 561.6666

Tell-A-
Friend

REWARDSREWARDS

MEET

MEN!
REAL

FREE
       to listen
& reply to ads!

Other local numbers: 
1-888-634-2628

FREE CODE: INDY WORD

Dear Dr. Fred: I am worried about a friend of mine from Lexington I will call Jack. About 
10 years ago, Jack became very, very infatuated with a performer named Chris at one of 
the clubs in this area and they even dated. There was a huge age difference of 20-some-
thing years between them and I am not sure if Chris saw Jack as a boyfriend, sugar daddy 
or just a friend who treated him well. Regardless, they grew apart and I thought both 
had moved on. That was until Chris was diagnosed with AIDS and alcoholism which 
combined to kill him about 14 months ago. He was just in his 30s. Ever since Chris was 
diagnosed and more so since he died,  Jack has been fixated with him, even going so far 
as to erect a tombstone in a cemetery near where he lives, though he knows that Chris is 
buried miles away and will never be anywhere close to that stone! He has also been call-
ing friends who knew Chris asking for old photos of him,  “for my  collection” and he goes 
on and on about Chris to such an extent many of us  avoid him in person or on instant 
messages and in texts chats as Chris is all he talks about. We who are his friends have 
suggested counselling but Jack laughs it off by saying “I just loved him!” Do you have any 
suggestions? It’s getting a bit out of hand here and we want to remain Jack’s friends, but 
Chris is dead and won’t be back!

My Response: Every now and then I get a question from a reader that closely mirrors 
something that has happened in my own life. Years ago a colleague of mine lost her 
ex-partner to suicide, and all of us who knew her assumed she would grieve, certainly. 
But we also remembered how often and how violently the two of them had fought 
when they were together, so we were surprised by the degree of grief she showed. For 
months, she wore nothing but black, talked constantly about her loss, erected a huge 
headstone at the ex’s gravesite and posted pictures of the monument on her website, 
along with maudlin poetry eulogising the ex.

As a result I can empathise greatly with this reader’s dilemma and would like to share 
with him how my friends and I dealt with our grieving colleague. What all of us did 
was a whole lot of … well, nothing! Let me explain.

In Behaviour Modification Therapy, there is a technique known as “extinction” which 
is used to eliminate problematic behaviours. Extinction works by withholding all rein-
forcement or “rewards” for the given behaviour until it ceases to occur. Confabbing to-
gether about our “melodramatic mourner,” my friends and I realised that we had been 
inadvertently rewarding our colleague’s actions just by listening to and sympathising 
with her for so long. 

We also came to realise that our colleague was expressing her grief so excessively be-
cause she’d had such a conflicted relationship with the ex. Experts on bereavement tell 
us that grieving a loss is often harder when mourners had a troubled connection with 
the departed. When we loved someone and got along well with them, we miss them, 
but we can also celebrate their life and our relationship with them. When we had a 
negative history with the deceased party, we have nothing but troubled memories and 
often a sense of what could or should have happened between them and us. 

Hoping to change our colleague’s obsessive behaviour, we consciously avoided re-
sponding to her in any way when she started to talk about her deceased ex. We would 
look away, change the subject and politely excuse ourselves if she persevered with her 
grief talk. No one ever confronted her with the need for her to “move on” with her life, 
or with the contradictory nature of her extreme grief for an ex she fought with all the 
time. If we had, she probably would have just made excuses, as this reader’s friend 
Jack has done. Before long, we found that she hardly ever mentioned the ex at all, and 
when she did, it was in a much more reasonable and less emotional way.

The reader points out that he and his peers aren’t clear about the exact nature of Jack’s 
relationship with the deceased Chris. But the mere fact that Chris died fairly rapidly 
of AIDS and alcoholism, in this era when both conditions are normally very treatable, 
suggests to me that he may not have had much support or guidance in the months 
before his death. I wonder if Jack, like my former colleague, may be feeling some guilt 
about losing touch with Chris, perhaps blaming himself for his death.

Whatever Jack may be feeling, I hope the reader and his friends will try the strategy of 
extinction with him, and that it will work as well for them as it did for my friends and 
me with our colleague. One note of caution is that when we first start using the extinc-
tion technique, the troubling behaviour often increases for a brief time, but it will 
disappear if we stick with the technique consistently.

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW, is a gay psychotherapist and author in Louisville. Write 
him at FredSchloemer@aol.com 
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Jill A. Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine Shoppe
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Call this one “Scoundrels and Screwcaps.” I love wine quotes. 

One of my all-time favourites is from W.C. Fields, an entertainer/comedian from days 
gone by who did a lot of famous films including The Bank Dick (about a bank police-
man or guard lest your imagination be running too wild!) 

He also made a profession of making people laugh by imbibing a LOT of adult bever-
ages. 

“Who is the scoundrel who stole the corkscrew from my lunch?” is one which I can’t 
help but smile at when I read to this day. 

Then just the other day as I was tasting a number of new wines with a distributor and 
I realised that all of the wines we were tasting were in SCREW cap closures — also 
called “stelvin” — so there was no need for a corkscrew.

Gee, I thought, “WWWCD?”  Which for those not totally with me stands for “What 
Would W.C. Do?”

Hopefully what Midwestern wine drinkers are finally doing — accepting and celebrat-
ing the stelvin screw cap. It keeps wine fresh, opens easily, closes easily and is uber 
Eco-friendly. Winemakers around the world have been using the screw cap closure for 
decades but its just been the past few years that U.S. wineries have FINALLY joined 
“Team Stelvin.”

So WWWCD? Probably take the lead from another of my favourite wine quotes, “Wine 
a bit, you’ll feel better”.

Anyway, here are notes from my latest round of tasting stelvin capped bottles both 
domestic and abroad. 

Sean Minor Wines/Sean Minor 4 Bears 

Minor is an owner/winemaker in American Canyon, California. It’s one of those “Shiny 
New Suburbs” in Napa County.  My brother lives in California and does business in 
this area on a regular basis. 

He says its kind of like Fishers in Indianapolis or Tinseltown area of Louisville or West 
Chester is to Cincinnati. NEW NEW NEW. Sean Minor is a new world winemaker but 
appreciates the tradition and skill of old world winemaking and does so in his work. 
His namesake line of wines are outstanding and worth the over $30 per bottle price 
tag. 

His 4 Bears Line is just as delicious and more affordable as most are $15 per bottle. 
The 4 Bears are what he calls his four kids and he shows the same affection and care 
in his 4 Bears in the bottle.

Sean Minor 4 Bears wines with stelvin closure include: 

— 2010 Chardonnay. A lush wine with notes of creamy vanilla, pear and green apple.

— 2010 Pinot Noir. It’s bright with aromas and flavours of strawberry, raspberry and 
truffles.

— 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon. Black cherry, chewy tannins, smooth finish, subtle mint 
and eucalyptus.

Stelvin Sippers From Around The World

— 2010 The Wishing Tree Unoaked Chardonnay,  Adelaide, Australia. This one has a 
bright, crisp, dry white wine with notes of granny smith apple and d’anjou pear.

— 2011 Cucao PX, Elqui Valley, Chile. Here the grape is Spanish, Pedro Ximenez, and 
usually done in a sweeter sherry style of wine. But this Chilean white is crisp and dry 
with loads of exotic tropical fruit. 

— 2011 Frenzy Sauvignon Blanc,Marlborough, New Zealand. A zippy, tangy, refresh-
ing white wine with notes of pink and white grapefruit. 

— 2010 Naire Frizzante Verdejo, Spain. An off-dry sparkling white with fresh notes of 
tropical fruit.

— 2010 Chateau de Nage, France. This medium-bodied dry white is a blend of Ugni 
Blanc and Roussanne which offers up notes of mandarin orange, pineapple and 
melon. 
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News In 
Brief

CINCINNATI PRIDE SETS DANCE OFF!

Cincinnati Pride has scheduled a dance marathon 
for Pride 2012 at Adonis Nightclub Friday 13th April 
for what’s being billed as, “A night you won’t soon 
forget.”

Pick out your favourite pair of dancing shoes and hit 
the dance floor to raise money for Pride 2012. Teams 
of six will compete in an all-night dance marathon. 
Entry is $12 per dancer.  

For more information contact Giovanni Lives via e-
mail at italianbydesignbooking@gmail.com

CHORUSES SET JOINT APRIL CONCERTS

The combined musical power of the Indianapolis 
Men’s Chorus and the Quarryland Men’s Chorus from 
Bloomington will wow audiences in Indy and Bloom-
ingto the weekend of 14th-15th April The concert, 
entitled “American Landscapes”, will explore the 20th 
century roots of contemporary American music, from 
the rollicking origins of jazz to the solemn refrains of 
the African American spiritual.

Many of the songs will be familiar, works by popular 
composers like Hoagy Carmichael, Aaron Copland 
and Charles Ives. The men will also perform musical interpretations of important 
American poets like Walt Whitman and feature works by young, emerging compos-
ers including Abbi Betinis. Dr. Peter Burkholder of the IU Jacobs School of Music will 
be a special guest. Seating at both concerts will be limited. Concerts are the 14th in 
Indianapolis at 8 p.m. at Broadway United Methodist Church and in Bloomington: 
Sunday the 15th at 3 p.m. at 1st United Church. Order tickets from http://cts.vresp.
com/c/?Indychoruses/a3d4423f25/582adbe092/d7c90a44fd

 

When I say
“good,”
you say
“neighbor.”

P097313.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Call me for your insurance 
needs and see how it feels
to be on a #1 team.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Now that’s teamwork.Ross Whitfield, Agent
440 Massachusetts Avenue

Indianapolis, IN  46204
Bus: 317-635-1111   Fax: 317-635-1320

www.thewhitfieldagency.com
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
It’s dead...and you know it’s dead.  No, not your ex or partner or beloved pet, but the 
computer you likely spend as much time with these days as any of the above. And re-
member, when it dies it takes a lot of you with it. How and what you do to handle that 
death can either be a pain, a problem or merely something to be worked through so 
this month let’s look at some of the ideas we have for you when the computer dies.

First of all you DO have back-ups of your vital data and things you saved for special 
reasons, right? You did hit save and then backed up things like the Quicken you did 
your accounts in, your dad’s final e-mails before he died and your will and contacts. 
If you don’t have these things already, then stop reading and get that done. It really IS 
that important. 

In today’s age we just “assume” when we save an e-mail or chequebook balance or the 
address or phone for a long-lost relative that it’s still gonna be there when we next boot 
up. But it doesn’t always work that way. Just as someone can be taken from us by a 
sudden car wreck, heart attack or catastrophe (just ask the folks in Indiana and Ken-
tucky who lost their homes in seconds in early March when the tornadoes moved thru) 
the very same can happen to your computer.

It can just die. You know — dead — when nothing happens after you hit that “on” 
switch and even the best geeks can’t bring it back. It could be involved in a tornado, 
fried by a Spring lighting bolt or any number of things. And if it’s old it could just die 
at home in bed of old age. In any case, with no back-ups you will be stuck so back up 
that info NOW to an external spot if you do not routinely do so.

There are some really cheap and decent terrabyte and bigger external drives out there 
for under $150. Buy one and back up your data. Go a step further, too: things you 
REALLY need or want like tax info, stock portfolios or dad’s final e-mails should be 
burned to a CD or flash drive and then taken away from your site. Find a best friend 
you can trust and swap yours and theirs so if one of your homes burns or is destroyed 
the data can be recovered. Or put that CD or drive in your bank box or somewhere 
at the office where it can stay private but be safe if your main computer or abode is 
robbed or destroyed.

But even if you do the above and things are good, transfer of data to a new computer 
can be a pain. That’s even so if you don’t wait for the old computer to die, but replace 
it while it’s still living and operating. Double the headache if you go from Mac to pc or 
back. The programmes and operating systems are edging closer and closer together, 
but a neighbour went into a panic when she recently went Mac after years as a pc user 
and found things duplicated over and over and over because she failed to see how to 
save just one copy.

As my partner Ivan used to say to my late father “Just click once! Do not keep clicking 
or you will get a window or copy every time you click!” Dad, like so many of us (yours 
truly often included) would get impatient and suddenly find four, five or 24 windows 
all opening because he repeatedly clicked! As Ivan shouts at me: “STOP CLICKING!!!”

I have written here before about what I would buy if you decide now’s the time for a 
new computer and in full disclosure I will repeat my office and home are all Mac and I 
even have a few shares in Apple. But since I wrote about this before there is a game-
changer: a lot of friends say they do not want another desktop or laptop computer 
— they want an iPad or one of the iPad clones which have recently hit the market 
instead. They are often convinced that they can do everything on one they now do on 
their bulky old computer — and perhaps they can.

The big thing to consider first is what do you want or need to do? Do you want to read 
the morning paper or keep your small business’ books? Are you looking for iTunes 
music or movies or do you want to put together a newspaper like this one? There are 
a lot of considerations and no right or wrong answers: what works for you might not 
work for others, so give it all some serious thought, try one at the shop or buy both as 
we did if you can bring yourself to afford them. We read papers on the iPad happily, 
but could never lay this one out on an iPad, for example.

But back on topic: You have decided a new laptop or desktop is what you want. Be 
sure first that programmes you own will work on the new machine or be prepared to 
replace them. When we updated the operating system on our gear last year to Mac’s 
newest we suddenly found there were no drivers in Mac OSX 10.7 for our scanner 
which rendered it a boat anchor. And worse yet, the firm which made it (Canon) said 
they have no plans for new / updated drivers “because that’s an old model” Translation: 
$100+ for a new scanner which, of course, a newspaper needs!

Next is the big issue: How to get that data off the old and onto the new computer?  You 
can take the old one in and for a fee (a too-hefty one we feel) there are professionals 
who will transfer your data. If you buy a Mac, the Apple store will do this, but not free. 
If you buy a pc many of the shops and places like Best Buy do, too, and even a lot of 
the office supply places which sell computers will (for a price) transfer your data.

Or, scary as this sounds, you can get a USB cable, take your time and do the data 
transfer yourself. There is a ton of help online — whether you choose pc or Mac — and 
a lot of Youtube videos which will even guide you step-by-step. Also, most of us have a 
“techie friend” who will (usually for a few beers and a pizza) come spend the after-
noon doing that transfer with you. Note I said “with” not “for” you. Plan on helping 
and advising as this is free help.

You also — in any case — should not miss a chance to do some housekeeping when 
moving to your new computer. Throw out those listings in your address book of folks 
you don’t ever see or need anymore. I found two cousins who died in the 90s and folks 
I worked with in Kentucky in the 80s and haven’t spoken to since when I did this. 
Delete the 1992 tax information which is long, long past the IRS audit window. Throw 
away those saved passwords and items from the AOL mail you dropped in 2002 and 

the contacts for the electric company you used to use when you lived in South St. Paul 
in 2004.

Just like that junk drawer in the kitchen or that extra closet in the guestroom, things 
we never use anymore and rarely will need should get tossed in the bin. Don’t copy 
them on to a fresh hard drive and take up space. Trust me — a major packrat — when 
I say it’s amazing how much space I was wasting that I never realised was even being 
used. That’s space you can utilise for new things and current contacts.

Next, after the transfer and updates are complete give everything a run-through or 
have your techie friend or the folks at the store do it while you are present. This is an 
obvious thing many folks forget. Once you are in the new system it HAS to open the 
applications and once open they must function correctly. Do not wait until you need to 
compose a document to find out Word can’t find your dictionary or templates or that 
your passwords (You did write them down where they’d be safe, right?) will not save 
and must be re-entered every time you want to open Facebook. Those little “cookies” 
won’t be there so the first use of each item will require you to type in those passwords, 
user names and all that stuff you thought you were done with forever. A pain, to be 
sure, but there’s no way round it.

All the little (and I mean tiny) extras have to work right for you to smile when you use 
that new system. One toggle out of place or one file forgotten can mean hours of frus-
tration, so be sure you get it right or get it done right for you. And check it a time or 
two to be sure. You will be aggravated “wasting time” then, but you’ll thank me later!

Oh, and don’t forget one final step: Decide what you are doing with the old computer 
then do it after you make certain your personal data is not still present.

The easiest way is to remove and shred or destroy the old hard drive. If you are donat-
ing it to a charity or recycling it, be sure all the data is wiped clean by reformatting the 
hard drive. There are hundreds of special programmes out there to do this so either 
get and use one or be 100% sure your shop or tech does if they are not removing the 
drive entirely and destroying it. If it’s being donated check to make sure the computer 
is still working and that there’s nothing on it which will compromise your identity or 
data before you hand it over for reuse. It might end up in Africa or South Bend, but 
in either case, if someone can get your personal data off that old pc or Mac you could 
lose your identity...and we won’t even begin to discuss what a pain THAT can be to fix.
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ “Miss” Hill at every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in 
Dayton.

Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is hot)

1 - Whitney Houston - Jody Den Broder Megamix

2 - David Guetta ft. Nicki Minaj - Turn Me On (Extended Mix)

3 - LMFAO - Rock Party Anthem

4 - Madonna - Give Me All Your Luvin (Alessio Silvestro Remix)

5 - Beyonce - Love On Top (John Rizzo Club Mix)

6 - Lady GaGa - Judas

7 - Rihanna ft Calvin Harris - We Found Love (Happy HotDog Club Mix)

8 - Kelly Clarkson - What Doesn’t Kill You (Stronger)

9 - Lady GaGa - Marry The Night (Rodrigo Baron Club Mix)

10 - Beyonce - Run The World (Dave Aude Mix)

Hey there!!! DJ “Miss” Hill here. I’m sayin’ the “YAY!” I was going to say something 
clever about April showers bringing May flowering music but we already have flow-
ers! What a weird season we’re having. Tornados in winter? Well anyways... So, I’ll just 
say the Easter Bunny is loading up the basket with some crazy club music covered 
in chocolate. Just a reminder: I’m not here to tell you what’s new but to let you know 
what remixes are out there whether through my record pool or from word of mouth.

Madonna - Girl Gone Wild: OK, Let’s get her out of the way. After that childish Give 
Me All Your Love we’re given yet another bore fest of a song. This girl’s gone wild? 
What happened to the classy girl? She’s not Britney and shouldn’t act like it. Give me 
some real club-worthy stuff. Anyways...The only mix somewhat worth playing on the 
dance floor is the Dave Aude Mix. Or you could just play the album version if you’re a 
fan.

Beyonce - End Of Time: Here’s a handful of mixes and all so different. I reported 
on this a few months ago but didn’t have everything that’s out there now. Screw the 
Wideboys Mix. I’m a big fan of the older Big Room sound and the Manny Lehman 
Club Mix & The Cutmore Club Mix give me that. Thumping bass with that Anthem 
feel. The Almighty Club Mix isn’t bad but it doesn’t go anywhere. And I noticed a few 
laser gun sounds in there somewhere. Someone is probably shooting at those damn 
“farting robots” in the Wideboys mix. If you want something whimsical then check out 
the WaWa Mix. It’s bouncy all over the place. Kinda fun. And here’s one to take you to 
the past. The Red Top Remix reminds me of early Michael Jackson. Trumpets and all. I 
don’t have a favourite yet. It’s killing me.

The Wanted - Glad You Came: That hot little British/Irish boy band has a new one 
out. Damn little twinkies looking all cute. There are several mixes out there but the 
only non-irritating one to me is The Mixin Marc & Tony Svejda Mix.

Jason Nevins ft. Greg Nice - Candyman (The Revenge): Anyone who knows me 
knows that I can’t stand Dubstep. I don’t get the fascination with something that drags 
down the energy. And you can’t dance to it. But, that being said Jason Nevis puts some-
thing out there that I can actually enjoy. And I think it’s weird getting Dubstep from 
someone who had great dance remixes of major top 40 artists from Kelly Clarkson to 
Anastacia and everyone from here to there.

Dave Aude - Never Forget ft. Lena Katina: I just love how Dave Aude takes someone 
out of their comfy space and throws them into a dance hit. If you can remember All 
About Us then you will recognise Lena Katina. Half of t.A.T.u. The Dave Aude Original 
Club Mix isn’t bad but really isn’t moving me. We’ll see. Some things grow on me.

Jump Smokers - Spring Break: I like the occasional Jump Smokers and this one is 
OK...And Time appropriate. I just wish it didn’t have Pitbull in it. It’s like there’s some 
music mafia and if you don’t have Pitbull in your music you might get a busted knee-
cap or something. Check out the Extended Mix. 

That’s it for now. I’ll be back in May with some “Memorable” hits. Check me out at 
MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. Whether you like or 
hate what I review please e-mail me at hill@misshilldj.com I welcome both good and 
hateful replies. And let me know about any local independent music. I’m always open 
to new stuff.
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It’s All Go (But Just Two Blocks 
Down) At Indianapolis’ Metro

INDIANAPOLIS—Metro is losing part of their name and moving two blocks down 
Massachusetts Avenue this Spring. And long-time owner Jim Brown told us he could 
not be happier as he’s trading in rented space at 707 Mass. Ave. for an historic 1900 
building (complete with tin ceilings and thick brick walls) he recently purchased at 
429 Mass.

In addition to being closer to the centre of where the action is and to the middle of 
downtown, Brown said the new building will be an almost all new beginning for the 
club, which is close to 22 years old. 

“About the only old thing we will be keeping is the owner!” he joked during a recent 
tour of the new facility, adding that aside from the employees (Nobody’s getting left be-
hind!) he plans to buy or install “New everything. I will be putting in a new kitchen in 
the basement, we’ll have dark bamboo flooring in the entrance and it will all be fresh 
and expand on the comfortable yet usable old time bar look we have had. In addition, 
since it’s an historic building, I will be leaving the outside as it is — just as when it was 
rebuilt after a fire very nearly destroyed everything around 1900. You can see the floor 
joists (pointing) were moved after the rebuild..”

The owner said in the move a lot of unused space will be given up, and patrons will 
notice there’s more, not less room to drink, eat and relax. 

“We have 7,200 square feet where we are located now, but the new location is just 
2,500. The difference here is we are only using 1,500 square feet for public areas. The 
rest is storage, offices and the like which will change or vanish, so we will have more 
room for patrons.”

Brown said the offices will relocate to the new building’s basement, “and we’ll rent 
some storage off-site for the holiday decorations and things we don’t need all year 
round which take up a lot of space where we are now.”

One very noticeable difference after the relocation will be the name. The words “cafe 
and nightclub” will vanish in mid-May with the move. “We wanted a shorter name 
and everyone just knows us as Metro anyway. We will have a burgundy awning out 
front and that will welcome patrons with the new, shorter name,” he explained while 
showing us the new bar area and kitchen involved in what he said is a $200,000-plus 
build-out.

Asky why the move Brown said it was a simple matter of wanting to have ownership of 
his space. “I decided, too, that this would be the perfect chance to make some changes 
and I hope customers agree that it will be very nice when we are done. One thing I am 
certain they will notice is that the new bar will be totally non-smoking.”

There will also be menu changes as fried foods are off the plates and the new kitchen 
will specialise in paninis, hot and cold sandwiches and soups. 

“I want to improve our quality and keep the same prices,” Brown said, adding that 
“about the only thing the new location won’t have will be the patio. Honestly, it is not 
used that much and while I will miss it, we will have the same number of seats and 
more standing room inside once we move with our design.”

The owner also said he wishes to assure patrons that all of the usual events the com-
munity comes to Metro for will be staying. “We will have a pool room on the 2nd floor 
and we will also host Karaoke and the weekly board meeting night, too. Our kitchen 
will open a bit later than now (at about 6 p.m.) but aside from that hours will remain 
seven days and the same.”

Actually, after saying the above Brown paused and corrected one point. “I forgot, there 
is one thing we won’t be taking and that’s the gift shop. It has had a good run and been 
with us a long time, but with the Internet and other outlets for the same items we 
carry, we decided to close it when we make the change.” All items in the shop (except 
lube and associated items) are now marked down 50%, he noted.

Tentative opening of the new location will be “around the 15th of May” but Brown 
added, “My lease here (at the current location) is up the 31st of May so we will defi-
nitely be moved by then.” 

He also said annual events like early opening on Pride Day and the Hoosier 250 trycy-
cle race will continue.

Metro owner Jim Brown gestures to point out an old wall to be knocked 
out during a tour of the new facility’s 2nd floor soon-to-be pool room.
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Sheila's 
Column

By Sheila Kennedy
Sometimes, I get so distracted by how batshit crazy right-wingers have become that I 
forget how utterly despicable they are.

Here in Indiana, we’ve been treated to an effort by two local “Christian” organisations 
(note quotations) to keep the Indiana Youth Group from participating in the state’s 
specialty license plate programme.

Apparently if gay, lesbian, bi and transgender folks get a license plate, Satan wins.

The Indiana Youth Group (IYG) describes its mission as “providing safe places and 
confidential environments where self-identified lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
and questioning youth are empowered through programmes, support services, social 
and leadership opportunities and community service. IYG advocates on their behalf in 
schools, in the community and through family support services.” 

IYG has served gay teens in the state for 25 years.

The Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles has a programme that allows non-profit organi-
sations to sell specialty plates to members and supporters; the non-profit gets money (I 
think $25) for each plate it sells. 

Here in Indiana, participating organisations include the NRA, Wild Turkeys Unlimited 
(??), the Diabetes Foundation and the Association of Chiefs of Police, among many 
others.

Advance America was one of the two organisations trying to deny IYG the right to par-
ticipate in the specialty license plate programme. (The other is a local affiliate of Focus 
on the Family.) 

Eric Miller, Advance America’s founder and president, makes a comfortable living 
pretending that bigotry is religion, and as part of the attack on IYG, he distributed an 
“Urgent Legislative Alert” to the network of far-right churches which support him.

The “Urgent Alert” had a banner headline: “BMV Approves Pro-Homosexual License 
Plate!” In only slightly smaller font was “Help Protect Children — Revoke License Plate 
Now!” This was followed by text piously bemoaning the harm that children would 
suffer if IYG received the “seal of approval” that the issuance of a license plate would 
imply.  

What was truly disgusting was the assertion — repeated three times in the text of the 
flyer — that IYG “targets” children “as young as twelve.”

Well, yes indeed it does. It has to, thanks to people like Eric Miller.

IYG and similar organisations only exist because people like Miller cause so much 
pain to so many young people who don’t have the wherewithal to fight back or even 
understand what the fight is really about. 

These are organisations that open their arms to young, vulnerable, hurting kids – too 
many of whom have been thrown out of their homes by parents who care less for their 
own flesh and blood than for the illusory security offered by a rigid, punitive, un-Chris-
tian theology.

IYG “targets” these teenagers by providing them with acceptance, a healing message 
and a safe place to figure things out. 

The message is simple: No matter what hateful people say, you are a valuable hu-
man being who simply happens to love differently. Being different is neither right nor 
wrong – it’s just different. So don’t hurt yourself, don’t hate yourself and please don’t 
kill yourself.

That’s the “pro-homosexual” message people like Eric Miller find so offensive.

Had Miller succeeded (He didn’t, thanks to an intense grass-roots response from the 
gay, lesbian, bi and trans community and its friends.), had he gotten Indiana to deny 
IYG the equal protection of the law, the state would have been vulnerable to a constitu-
tional challenge. 

I’m sure he knew that. He just didn’t care – just as he doesn’t care if the children he is 
helping to hound and demean, the children he is targeting, end up physically or emo-
tionally damaged or dead as a result of the attitudes he is promoting.

We certainly should lock up our twelve-year-olds — not to “protect” them from IYG, 
but to keep them away from heartless bigots like Eric Miller.
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
INDIANAPOLIS—We finally got a chance to try Bru, the new burger bar at 410 Mass. 
Ave. If the location sounds a bit confusing think “brick head” and you will be there as 
it’s where Mass and Alabama meet. It’s also the former (but expanded) location of Urban 
Element II and before that Elements. It’s got the same owners as Mass Ave’s Mesh (Cun-
ningham Restaurant Group) who also count Stone Creek and Boulder Creek amongst 
their offerings.

So what did we think? In a word our review of Bru is “Overpriced”. But that said, the 
food is good and the service, even during a weekday 12.30 crush is fast and efficient, but 
a combination of what we feel are too-high price points and a confusing menu to say 
the least make this a spot we won’t be frequenting without changes. We know friend Jeff 
and his buddies love it as they posted on Facebook they had a 30 minute wait for a table 
recently. To be honest I’d not be willing to wait over five minutes but as they say, different 
strokes for different folks!

That said, what we did get on the plate when we went to Bru was great and they get a 
special mention that they did cook our burgers as ordered — including mine “extra rare.” 
Most places these days are so scared witless over a lawsuit that they really, really go nuts 
when one asks for anything less than that magic 165 degrees the FDA and health depart-
ment pound into cooks’ heads and which, in our way of thinking ruins any chance of a 
flavourful or juicy piece of meat. Applause to Bru for not making me sign a release or 
arguing about my quirky order!

But that aside, the rest of the dining experience was less-than-perfect for one reason. 
When you order a burger you get: a burger. 

Want fries or anything else with that and you will pay extra. The fries, we feel, are over-
priced and menu confusing. 

If you add them ($2) one would expect a single order. If you order just fries (large order, 
$6) one would expect them on a separate plate. What we got when we did a big order to 
share was that big order, all placed on one of the plates with one of the four of our burg-
ers. When we asked why the waiter looked confused and said he wasn’t sure. Not a good 
beginning. 

The fries (We like ours extra crispy.) by the way, were delicious, but not worth the tacked-
on price. If one orders an $8+ burger why not toss in a handful or at least add 95¢ or 
some reasonable amount? $2 we feel was not fair.  

Also, the menu is so cute that they don’t say or assume in this day-and-age that one will 
get tomato, lettuce, pickle, mayo, ketchup, etc. with the burger if requested. 

Instead, the menu writer in an obvious fit of fru-fru calls it a “garden” so one orders a 
bacon cheeseburger with a garden. Sorry guys but why not just assume or call it what it 
is? A garden is what I have out back at my sister’s in the burbs. Lettuce, tomato, onion 
and mayo are what I want with my burger.

Finally there’s the issue of tables. The restaurant filled in what had been an outdoor eat-
ing area and courtyard on the south side of the old Urban Element II to make more space 
in what in the past was a long, narrow dining room, but they have placed what must be 
downtown’s tiniest tables into said space.

We picked the biggest one which was available when we arrived and barely fit four lunch-
es on it without something landing in a lap. Of course, the issue was made more complex 
with the plethora of dishes and plates made necessary by the fries debacle.

Also not quite fitting was the bill: over $50 for four with no dessert or alcohol. Those fries 
and extras added up, and while the burgers are indeed amongst downtown’s best and the 
fries were good, we can get just as good a meal for half or less at a number of spots. 

If it’s burgers, we like English Ivy’s over at 10th & Alabama where the Ivy Burger is great 
any day, but on Tuesday you get two of them with lettuce, tomato and onion (No gardens 
thanks!) as well as two sides for under $9. You also get Alex, Aaron, Craig or Craigy to 
deliver them with a smile which is a big plus, too. There are also equally good spots in the 
area where one can have as good or better food for less cash outlay. Spots like Creation 
Cafe or Iozzo’s Garden Of Italy or if you wanna drive a bit, the fun Workingman’s Friend 
on the west side or Ralph’s Great Divide over on New York Street.

So, our overall conclusion? Right back where we started: Overpriced. Good, but in this 
day and age when everyone’s watching their pennies we just don’t see ourselves Bru-ing 
up lunch here very often. That is, of course, unless someone else is paying! Jeff are you 
listening?

Ah, April...the month when everyone gets some religious and righteous attention, 
except cats. Our Jewish owners do the lamb thing for Passover and then all our 
Christian friends have Easter with eggs and bunnies. But don’t feel too sorry for we 
pussies because the phone and all four ears have been busy. Here are a few of the 
items we have found the past weeks... First off, what is it with cars this time of 
year? No less than three of this column’s friends have either dead ones or brand 
new ones because their old ones died. Anyway, Craigy at English Ivy’s was due to 
pick up his new (to him) Ford Focus last week, while co-worker Tyler sprang for 
a brand new Nissan and is looking for a 2nd (non-server) job to help pay his bills. 
If anyone’s hiring, you can find Tyler at Ivy’s or on stage where he’s just finishing 
Southern Baptist Sissies at Theatre on the Square. Also in the car department friend 
and co-worker Doug had his transmixer pronounced D.O.A. so he won’t be arriving 
anywhere anytime soon. At least not till he gets a new set of wheels...While not in-
volving a car (except maybe to carry a few boxes) friend Aaron is on the move 
as he got his old digs by Irvington broken into (though most of what was taken 
was recovered by police and returned) so he’s moving in with newly-single pal 
Jerry. We hear tell they are two neatniks, so we can foresee a lot of hot arm wres-
tling over who gets the “privilege” of cleaning the toilets! By the way, this is (and has 
been pointed out by both) long-time friends becoming roomies, nothing more, so 
at last report both these gym bois were available... Speaking of available, we hear 
tell a major position in the Indianapolis gay community might soon be. Can’t 
say a lot more aside from the fact that rumour has it the person in the job 
currently is about to get shown the door for good cause. Where? When? Sorry 
but these cats’ lawyer told us to plead the 5th for now... Speaking of the 5th, it’s 
not their 5th year but either their 14th or 18th or rather it WAS. Who? Parke 
County’s (in Western Indiana where all the covered bridges are for those not 
into Hoosier geography) Tom and Lee. We say 14th or 18th because they both 
have conflicting numbers on how long they had been together. Notice the past tense 
as apparently during a recent evening out at dinner Tom informed Lee it was time to 
move on regardless of the number. Lee thought he was just joking, but came home 
recently to find things shall we say “on the go”.  Nobody is sure what or why or if 
it’s just attrition after however long, but we pussies are sure sorry to see any rela-
tionship ending — especially one that’s been on for er, ah “some” years! Good luck 
to both parties... Speaking of parties, we hear the party which is selling The 
Unicorn Club still is without a buyer though he has the patience of Job find-
ing one. If you want a great deal on one of the Midwest’s neatest concepts give Paul 
Eckert a yell at the Club (317/262.9195) and have a chat. By the way, despite all the 
rude rumours, it’s business as usual at Unicorn meanwhile so NO, they have NOT 
closed! ...Speaking of closed, we need to remind our readers that if you get 
the chance to go out — for a drink or meal — to try and patronise a gay club 
or restaurant. There have been three long-time Kentucky clubs and one in Indiana 
shut since the holidays and we need all these folks not only to provide some much-
required diversion from right wing legislatures and politics but because they give so 
much back to the community. Drink a toast or have a meal out soon, OK?... Speak-
ing of OK, it is NOT OK to be nasty to your fellow gay and lesbian merchants. 
That hint from we cats is directed at several females in town who seem to 
think the best way to have fun is to tell folks not to buy ads here. Sorry, gurlz 
(we won’t dignify this by callin’ you all ladies) but we made the sale anyway! 
...Speaking of anyway, any way you read it we did not intend to upset some 
of the long-time staff at Downtown Olly’s. Seems we got some confused (not 
wrong, just mixed up) info and put it in here last time. Apologies to Dean, Tim and 
the crew. Oh, and Dean, Ivan checked, the changes at Facebook dropped him from 
500+ friends to under 200 so you are officially refriended, though the computer and 
not our owner dropped you in the first place. Isn’t technology fun? ...And finally, 
while we are on the topic of Facebook, owner Ted posted this a few days ago 
and we smug pusses could not agree more: “A reminder to a couple of VERY 
thin-skinned FB friends: This IS a social networking site. IF you say where you 
are or what (or who) you are doing, and you post it, then folks are automatically 
INVITED to comment. IF they choose to do so, please do not yell, threaten or bitch 
at them. THEY are merely doing what is expected: commenting. Oh, and if you are 
with your family and you don’t want any comments, then visit...do NOT waste time 
posting. Thank you!” ...And on that note we will wish all the readers a Hoppy 
Easter, a great Passover and a bit of peace and quiet until we cats return in a 
month’s time. Oh, and meanwhile don’t forget we are on Facebook as Madison 
Gosspicat. She’s been gone a year this month already but she couldn’t spell so 
remember that’s Gosspicat and not the correct spelling. We do still miss her!
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