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$350,000 Awarded to Launch CareLink 
INDIANAPOLIS—As part of a nationwide, coordinated effort to improve access to 
HIV-specific care for those disproportionately affected by the HIV epidemic, The 
Damien Centre will be launching a new programme entitled Damien CareLink with 
support from AIDS United and The Health Foundation of Greater Indianapolis. AIDS 
United awarded The Damien Center $175,000 to launch the programme as part of its 
Access to Care (A2C) initiative, and The Health Foundation matched the award with an 
additional $175,000. Both awards are renewable for up to three years.

The program will provide coordinated HIV services and connections to care for HIV-
positive residents who are currently not in care by addressing numerous and complex 
reasons why and offering help. “By addressing mental health, substance abuse, fear, 
stigma and homelessness, the initiative will speed access to health care by strengthen-
ing support and service systems and addressing barriers that affect people’s readiness 
or ability to participate in HIV health care,” a Damien spokesman told The Word.

HIV+ With Nowhere 
To Turn? New Damien 
Programme Is Answer!

Please Continune On Page Three

Final Call For Pride Film Fest

Tiny Vicco, Ky. Becomes 
Smallest U.S. City To Add 
Full Gay & Lesbian Rights
VICCO, Ky.—To find the town of Vicco, Ky. takes a good map. The city has just 334 
residents but it also has one of the best ordinances protecting its gay, lesbian bi and 
trans population from discrimination.

The Fairness Coalition joined the Appalachian town ‘s board (above) 14th January as 
they approved Kentucky’s first lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender anti-discrimina-
tion Fairness ordinance in a decade. The measure, which prohibits discrimination in 

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—There is still time to catch Pride, Bloomington’s fun-filled an-
nual extravaganza showcasing the best in gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender film, 
from Thursday, 31 January to Sunday, 3 February.

The festival brings to the Midwest the best gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender films 
from around the world, as well as a full programme of live performances, lectures, 
public participation and social events. 



Page 2       The Word  February 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  February 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 3 

Organisation on the new offering started 
with the new year and actual service is 
projected to start in early May. Programme 
Manager Abbe Shapiro will be heading up 
the initiative in collaboration with Brothers 
United, Women in Motion and The Indiana 
Latino Institute. “By partnering with these 
organisations, The Damien Centre hopes 
to strengthen our community’s ability to 
build on the distinct strengths and meet the 
unique challenges of the diverse clientele 
the agency and its partners serve,” they 
noted.

As far as the Centre’s concerned, the pro-
gramme has three goals. First, it will iden-
tify people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) 
in and around Marion County who are cur-
rently not accessing medical or support ser-
vices and assist them in doing so. Second, 
they hope to decrease new transmission 
of HIV, acknowledging that national data 
show 50% of new HIV infections currently 
result from PLWHA who are not accessing 
care. And finally, the new initiative will pro-
vide significant support to all individuals 
newly diagnosed with HIV to get them into 
medical care and offer support. “Linkage 
to Care Specialists” will be placed at The 
Damien Centre and each partner organisa-
tion where they will work with clients to 
help them return to care and increase sup-
port  for those who have dropped out and 
those who are newly diagnosed.

People looking for ways to support Damien 
CareLink and other programmes are 
reminded that the 19th Annual Dining Out 
for Life fundraiser will be held Thursday, 
25th April this year, “so mark your calendar 
for a day of dining out to fight AIDS. This 
year’s event will feature a range of local res-
taurants in the Indianapolis area, including 
many returning favourites as well as new 
participants. The Centre is excited have 
returning sponsors Hoosier Park Racing 
& Casino (Event Presenting Sponsor) and 
The Word and expects to raise more than 
$60,000 to support those living with HIV as 
well as to prevent the spread of HIV.”

How does it work? Diners simply enjoy 
a meal at a participating restaurant 25th 
April and the restaurant gives 25%, 50%, or 
100% of the bill back to The Damien Cen-
tre. There are no special menus or codes 
to mention — simply dine out and you can 
help fight AIDS.

Restaurants interested in signing up can 
contact Elisa Rogowski at 317/632.0123, 
Extension 269 or e-mail erogowski@
damien.org  To volunteer as an Ambas-
sador during Dining Out for Life contact 
Traci Johnson at Extension 261 or e-mail 
tjohnson@damien.org 

Visit http://www.diningoutforlife.com/india-
napolis for on-going up-dates on participat-
ing restaurants and other info or like The 
Damien Centre on Facebook.  

Damien...
Continued From The Front Page
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist
Please Continue On Page 25

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2013 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               
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Serving OUR Community  
With Legal Services  
For YOUR Unique Needs 
 

 www.bjbairdlaw.com 
bjbaird@bjbairdlaw.com 

 

317.637.2345 

445 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA STREET,  SUITE 401   INDIANAPOLIS, IN  46204 

MAGGIE GALLAGHER IN DECLINE: ARE RATS DESERTING A SINKING SHIP?

Maggie Gallagher is one of the founders of the National Organisation for Marriage 
(NOM), a leading opponent of marriage equality and there’s been more fallout from 
the four-state civil rights victory for us (and loss for NOM) last November, no matter 
how hard she tries to profess otherwise. It’s difficult to explain away.

First, Miss Maggie’s nationally-syndicated conservative news column was dropped 
(or she quit—pick your explanation) January 1st. Universal Uclick Syndicate said the 
column was only appearing in 20-30 newspapers regularly, down from over 100 just 
two years ago.  

She took a swipe at the decline of print journalism in her departure: “…newspapers 
are dying and while getting a syndicated column was an achievement when I started, 
it’s now more of a dinosaur.”

Whatever, Maggie.

This follows an internal power struggle at NOM which saw her son Brian emerge 
as president. NOM makes a habit of distorting facts and promoting such nebulous 
concepts as “gay conversion therapy.” They’re probably the leading opponent of mar-
riage equality in America which is why the last few weeks have likely been difficult for 
NOMers.  

The 6th November four-state sweep for us (and defeat for NOM) was, in Maggie’s 
words, “a significant milestone.” They’ve tried to spin the momentous election results 
to little avail. Her analysis of her group’s utter failure in November?

“I think it revealed that social conservatives are not in the game politically. There was 
no money available to try to make Obama pay a cost for his announcement and that 
will hurt us dramatically going forward.” Is this woman delusional? No money?

Almost a quarter-billion dollars in soft money directed by such clowns as Karl Rove 
and his American Crossroads PAC was poured into losing conservative causes. The 
Citizens United fallout was monumental — they had enough money.

But you cannot make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear. Their message wasn’t being 
bought by voters — at any cost.

So now Maggie wants more time to think about strategic plans and the next actions 
of the anti-equality movement she helped direct for over a decade. And she’s doing it 
without the benefit of a nationwide weekly newspaper column. Oh, how the mighty 
have fallen.

AND ANOTHER NOM GOOF OPINES ON MARRIAGE EQUITY

NOM Chairman John Eastman ridiculed the National Cathedral’s decision to begin 
performing same-gender marriages (announced 10th January).

The Episcopal Diocese of Washington announced the cathedral would begin to host 
members’ same-gender weddings as soon as late this year. They’re developing policies 
and procedures in the wake of neighbouring Maryland’s November ballot victory for 
marriage equality and Washington, D.C.’s prior decision to do likewise.

Eastman is a fellow at the nefarious Claremont Institute which supports far-right 
causes. He said this about the National Cathedral’s decision:

“The step that [the National Cathedral] has taken … is directly in violation of interna-
tional Anglican law and the Book of Common Prayer. So they can do this if they want 
but redefining marriage to be something it was never understood to be is going to have 
dramatic consequences both in this country and in their church.”

What can you expect from a man who brags about having clerked for Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Clarence Thomas?

…MORE ON THE NATIONAL CATHEDRAL DECISION

The decision by the nation’s largest and most prominent Episcopal church has its roots 
in Indianapolis.

At the church’s biennial conclave here, their delegate assembly approved a same-
gender marriage ceremony by a narrow vote. The church’s assembly had approved gay 
ordination of priests many years ago and The Rev. Eugene Robinson’s openly-gay stat-

ure as an Episcopal priest and bishop was the centre of controversy for over a decade.  
Accordingly, the Episcopal bishop of Washington , D.C., The Right Rev. Mariann Edgar 
Budde, gave her approval to the new marriage ceremony for all 89 congregations in the 
Washington suburban area. Each parish’s priest can decide whether to marry same-
gender couples, often in consultation with the parish’s lay leadership. 
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Café & Cakery

PRESENTED WiTh  
SUPPORT FROM



      The Word  February 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 9 



Page 10       The Word   February 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

Whether you’re saving for an upcoming vacation, a 
wedding or just a rainy day, our Insured Bank Deposit 
program offers the assurance of Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) protection.

When choosing this interest-bearing savings solution, 
you also get the convenience of having your savings  
and investments on one statement. This can mean less 
paperwork for you and a more organized approach to 
help ensure your assets are working together to 
support your financial goals.

Deposits are FDIC-insured up to $1.5 million or $3 million for joint accounts of two or 
more people. More information about the Insured Bank Deposit program, including the 
program disclosure, is available from your financial advisor or at www. edwardjones.
com/bankdeposit. For more information about FDIC insurance, go to www.fdic.gov.

Getting started is easy. Call today to learn more.

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

       Protect your savings with
 FDIC coverage
          up to $1.5 million.

Michael E Wright, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

6925 E 96th Street
Suite 265
Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-9563

Robert ‘Tex’ 
Koerner, 
Indy 250 

Tricycle Race 
Founder Is 

Dead
INDIANAPOLIS—Robert Koerner, better known 
by his single nickname “Tex”, has died.

Best known in Indianapolis for his works of 
charity and for his gift shops, Tex died 19th 
December from what’s been described as “a par-
ticularly fast and ugly strain of prostate cancer.”

Friends noted that “Tex could prove without 
question that he was 71 years old, however he 
immigrated from Austria to Canada at the be-
ginning of World War II at the age of 12, so we 
will leave readers to do the math.”

Once in Canada, where Tex moved with his 
Jewish family to escape the Nazis, he became a 
skilled soccer player.

He later moved to St. Louis when he was college 
age where he played for Southwestern Missouri 
University and was later a soccer (football) 
coach at that university.  After coaching for 
several years he became a sports commentator 
on the radio in St Louis, working for several dif-
ferent stations.  

It was in St. Louis that he started an amateur 
tricycle race featuring teams from a number of 
the local nightclubs and gay businesses.

In later life he moved to Indianapolis where he 
had several businesses, including a well-known 
gift shop on the 2nd floor at Metro, 707 Mas-
sachusetts Avenue, where he also could often be 
found at the club’s first floor bar spinning tales 
between drinks. 

He was also very active in patient care projects 
at the now-defunct Parkview Nursing home 
which specialised in HIV/AIDS care during the 
epidemic’s early years.

Once he got established in Indianapolis, Tex 
decided to restart his old St. Louis tricycle race, 
and drawing a tie-up between a slightly more 
famous May event here, turned it into an Indi-
anapolis gay community tradition. It is still held 
each May on Massachusetts Avenue. 

 As in all of his charitable work, Tex much pre-
ferred to remain behind the scenes and motivate 
while getting others involved. In the case of the 
tricycle event, his “front man” was John Alexan-
der who organised, financed, fielded teams and 
took the race to its current status. The race is 
named for Alexander as a result of those efforts.

Tex, who retired from retail in the 90s, will be 
fondly remembered by his friends, former cus-
tomers and the community. 
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THE BEST IS YET TO COME:

INDIANAPOLIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Frank Sinatra
The MUSIC OF 

And more

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 8,  11AM* & 8PM
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 9,  8PM

HILBERT CIRCLE THEATRE

STEVEN REINEKE, CONDUCTOR
MONTEGO GLOVER, VOCALS

RON BOHMER, VOCALS

Come �y away with conductor Steven Reineke and the ISO in a salute to

romantic crooners, including the music of Ol’ Blue Eyes himself,

Frank Sinatra.

*Co�ee Pops Series - Abbreviated performance. Complimentary co�ee & pastries served.

BUY NOW AT INDIANAPOLISSYMPHONY.ORG 
OR CALL 317.639.4300.

L I F E .  I T ’S  B E T T E R  W I T H  M U S I C .

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 10,  7:30PM
THE PALL ADIUM

TITLE SPONSOR: PREMIERE SPONSOR: Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
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Hours:
Mon-Thurs:
10am - 9pm

Fri: 10am - 10pm
Sat: 11am - 10pm

1N. Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis
Ph: 317.829.7182  Fax: 317.829.5825
Order Online - www.pitapitusa.com
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 
Mz. Pink,

I just started dating this girl. We have only been on a few dates and we have been intimate 
a couple of times. 

One thing I have noticed is that she has a unique odour and some slimy sort of discharge 
coming from her lady parts. I am really freaked out by this and it is grossing me out to 
even think about going “downtown.” What do I do? 

Telling her may not be an option; actually I am scared to tell her. We haven’t been together 
long and I don’t want to have that conversation. I would rather stop dating her than tell 
her she stinks and has weird stuff happening down there. 

Discharged in Indy

Hello Discharged,

I can understand your discomfort and if you haven’t been with a woman for that long 
those types of conversations can be uncomfortable. Hell, even being with a woman for 
a long time you never want to tell her that her vagina stinks or anything negative about 
her private parts. And actually there is no easy or nice way to say, “Hey you stink AND 
you have discharge that makes me feel weird.” I can also tell you that women should 
know their bodies and should not be a stranger to what is going on down there.

If it is nothing, then you just have to realise that all women do have discharge and all 
women have different odours. It is a matter of what you feel comfortable doing that 
will make or break the new relationship.

On that note, there are other things you can do to make yourself more comfortable 
while being intimate with your new girlfriend. 

You could run a bubble bath with candles for her or a nice hot shower for two. Not 
only is the bath and shower a romantic gesture, it is a way for you to ensure that she 
is washing her vagina really good so if she still has an odour after the bath then there 
may really be something else wrong with her which needs attention. 

If the bath or shower doesn’t work, and you’re still feeling weird about the situation, 
check out what is going on down there. 

Are there spots, a rash, bumps or anything like that? If so, you might have a problem. 
It could be something as simple as a heat rash or it could be something more conta-
gious like an STD and you don’t want to have mouth-to-vagina contact when it comes 
to something like that. 

By the way, no matter what you may have been told or heard you can contract STDs 
orally. They may not have the same effects, but it is a problem you need to definitely be 
aware of. If all is clear the issue could be a yeast infection, which is simple to cure, but 
does need attention or a bladder or kidney infection. All these things can be cleared 
up with antibiotics, but if someone is not aware that they have one of them, then it is 
hard to fix the problem.

Having a conversation doesn’t really sound like an option for you and that is OK so 
here is what you can do: suggest a shower or bath together, do not give oral sex, use 
toys, other body parts, include lube, hump and use your imagination. This could 
be fun or not. There are many things you can do to be intimate without visiting the 
nether regions with your mouth. As long as you keep that in mind you can explore so 
many other options and not have to do something you don’t feel right doing.

If you find that you don’t want to put forth that much effort then you can just break 
it off. You don’t have much time invested and your letter made it seem to me like 
you could move on if you needed or wanted to. Just make your decision and follow 
through, though I must warn you, if you do break up do not spread nasty rumours 
about your soon-to-be-ex. I know that lesbians can be vicious sometimes and if you 
decide to not be with her be adult about it — don’t go round the clubs talking about 
her odour and what not. Just leave well enough alone, because what you don’t like 
someone else will and that is a fact.

Good luck with everything,

Mz. Pink

INDIANAPOLIS—The naked boys are coming to Indy as Naked Boys Singing is due 
to open 1st February at Theatre on the Square downtown at 627 Massachusetts 
Avenue.

With a tongue-in-cheek approach (and for the record, we’re referencing the cheek 
on your face) Naked Boys Singing begins with a “let’s-get-it- out-of-the-way”, peppy 
yet sensual opening number entitled Gratuitous Nudity.

Once we’re over the initial OMG! of seeing eight attractive young men in their 
birthday suits singing and dancing their derrieres off, we settle in for an evening of 
delightfully tuneful and cleverly written songs which cover a vast array of situations 
in which one might find oneself, and other like-minded males, in the nude.

A maid who earns a living by cleaning homes sporting only a feather duster; a 
young Jewish boy facing his rabbi for the traditional, ritualistic bris; a young man 
who develops a long distance “Window to Window” relationship with a neighbour-
ing apartment dweller; a guy who longs for the days of the real men like Robert 
Mitchum; a porn star from Skokie, Illinois reflecting on his on perky screen antics; 
an actor who risks his career by posing nude in Playgirl and, of course, an entertain-
er…a.k.a. a stripper.

Sprinkled in among these delightful solo turns are group antics in Members Only,  
which lists the multiple names given a certain part of the male anatomy, Jack’s Song,  
a lesson on how to prepare one’s meat for consumption and of course the title song 
Naked Boys Singing!

As the cast willingly informs: “We will shed our clothes, if you shed your inhibitions. 
There isn’t any plot but there is an exhibition!”

Director Paul Nicely,  recently seen as Zach in A Chorus Line at The Tarkington The-
atre and who appeared in productions of Naked Boys Singing in both Houston and 
New York, has assembled a cast of talented singer /dancer/actors, many of whom 
have appeared on the Theatre on the Square stage in past seasons.  

Doug Messinger was last seen as a 9-year-old cave boy in Ug! The Caveman Musical 
and prior to that in A Night in Vegas, Die! Mommie! Die! and Boys In The Band. 

Ryan Dunne first appeared, sans clothing, in Mr. Charles, Currently of Palm Beach 
with Artistic Director Ron Spencer and was in last season’s Super Bowl offering 
Debbie Does Dallas. 

Others recently seen on Theatre on the Square’s Mainstage include Ramon Hutchins 
(Don We Now Our Gay Apparel II: Fall On Your Knees), Shannon Wise (Dearest: The 
Mommie Musical!), Evan Reed (Southern Baptist Sissies) and Matt Winings (Pag-
eant). They are joined in Naked Boys Singing by TOTS nude-comers (and newcom-
ers) Drew Eberhard and Jessiah Yoder. 

At the helm vocally is John Phillips who has won a bevy of awards for singing and 
vocal direction in Indy and choreographer Christopher Noffke, a New York City 
based award winning artist who has worked throughout the Midwest and East 
Coast as both a performer and choreographer.

The show opens Friday 1st February at 8 p.m. and continues Fridays and Saturdays 
at 8 and Sundays at 5 p.m. through Saturday 2nd March.  

There is a special late night performance scheduled Saturday 15th February at 10 
p.m. as a gala benefit for the Damien Centre of Indianapolis which will be hosted by 
Indy’s premiere female impersonator Asia LaBouche.

For reservations or information call the Theatre on the Square Box Office at 
317/685.8687 or go online to www.tots.org and click the “Tickets Online” link for 
convenient Ticket Web service.

Naked Boys Are 
Set To Bare All 

At Indy’s Theatre 
On The Square
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

Dear Dr. Fred: Over the past year I’ve had an increasingly irritating problem with friends 
(a straight married couple: Pat and Janet) who seem to feel the need to repeatedly tell me 
how to live my life (e.g., who to vote for, what I need to do about my financial situation, 
etc.). I’ve never asked for advice or suggestions about any of these issues, but yet their 
unsolicited advice continues to be offered. 
 
Several months ago I told Janet that I found some of her advice/comments painful and 
inappropriate and she said, “Oh” and stopped offering them for a while. But then she 
started again and now her husband has increased the frequency of his unsolicited advice. 
 
I don’t have a problem considering other points of view, but I do have a problem with 
being NAGGED repeatedly with unsolicited advice. From dealing over the years with my 
own codependency / Adult Child of Alcoholics issues, I’ve come to believe that offering 
advice or a suggestion on a particular issue / topic ONE time is OK, but to do so repeat-
edly is being controlling and maybe even a sign of obsessing in an unhealthy way about 
what other people ought to do. 
 
Are my friends being codependent with their non-stop unsolicited advice or am I being 
oversensitive? 
 
Dave

Dear Dave: I’m not sure whether your friends are being codependent or just plain old 
rude and controlling. But, either way, you’re definitely not being “oversensitive” to feel 
the way you do about their intrusive and uninvited advice-giving.

If you think there might have been something in your own communication with them 
to somehow infer to them that you wanted their advice, you might ask yourself some 
questions. 

For instance, did you ever complain about your finances or voting dilemmas to them, 
leaving the door open for them to give advice? Or did you ever start sentences with the 
words, “I don’t know what to do about thus and so …” again, giving them the impres-
sion that you wanted their guidance?

I imagine the answer to these questions is “no.” Because people like Pat and Janet nor-
mally don’t need an “opener” of any kind to give others their advice. They just assume, 
because they are obviously so much brighter than the rest of the world that everyone 
will be grateful for the pearls of wisdom they drop all around them.

What they don’t realise is how much damage they actually do by insulting others’ intel-
ligence or by giving bad advice that just doesn’t work for the recipient. I can’t count the 
number of times I’ve sat in my office and listened to a client tell me how hard they’ve 
tried to act on the advice of some “concerned” family member or friend with disas-
trous results. 

What I usually do is ask them, “What is your own heart telling you to do?” Invariably, 
they have a wonderful answer that they should have been doing all along and I just af-
firm their good instincts by saying, “Well, then, just go on and do that instead!” 

There’s actually a clinical diagnosis for people like Pat and Janet, and it isn’t a pretty 
one: Narcissistic Personality Disorder. Moreover, it can be a frustrating and even scary 
condition to deal with, not just for us therapists, but for anyone unfortunate enough 
to develop a relationship with a narcissist, because Narcissistic Personalities actually 
believe that they are superior to others, are entitled to more of life’s benefits than oth-
ers, and needn’t be bothered by the feelings or needs of others. Why should they, after 
all? Those other people don’t matter as much as they do!

In their worst manifestations, narcissists can commit heinous crimes. Think Bernie 
Madoff or Ted Bundy here. But, unfortunately, most narcissists aren’t such dramatic 
and clear-cut examples of sociopathic tendencies. Rather, they come across as seem-
ingly nice, “normal” people whom we run across every day in our routine dealings 
with the world.

And that’s just the problem; narcissists can be very charming, fun and persuasive peo-
ple — at least when we interact with them on a brief or superficial level. It’s only when 
we invest some real emotional energy and commitment into a relationship with them 
that we see the narcissist just can’t reciprocate in kind. They just don’t have it in them 
to be truly empathic or “other-centered.”

So what’s the answer, when we run up against a narcissistic personality (or, worse yet, 
two of them) in our own lives? Easy … run like hell.

However you can do it, and as quickly as possible, once you have the feeling you’re 
dealing with someone who lacks basic empathy and compassion for others, disengage 
from that person. 

You don’t have to have a big “come to Jesus” talk with them. Just be unavailable to 
them, screen their calls and have other things to do. If you do have to interact with 
them in any way take charge of the dialogue, keep things light and make sure you 
choose the topics of discussion — not them.

Please forgive me if any of these suggestions sound manipulative or disingenuous. But 
at the end of the day, managing a relationship with a narcissist is a thankless task, and 
the sooner we get out of it, the better.

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW is a gay psychotherapist and author in Louisville, Write 
him at fredschloemer@aol.com 

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net
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EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
• JAN. 11 - MARCH 2 •

Get your FREE ENTRY any time from 10 am through 9:59 pm each Friday AND 
Saturday for your chance to win in that night’s drawing. At approximately 10:15 pm 

each night, twelve players will be selected to win $500 in Casino Cash every 
month for the next twelve months.

Hoosier Park’s BIGGEST Giveaway EVER! 

12 WILL WIN $500 EVERY MONTH FOR A YEAR!

(800) 526-7223
HoosierPark.com

Located on the Lower-Tier of the Homestretch Clubhouse in the Terrace
Open every day at 5 pm • Call 800-526-7223 ext. 4527 for reservations

HOOSIER PARK RACING & CASINO

Complete details available. Must be 21 years of age or older to enter casino. Management reserves all rights. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

The expansive terrace-style dining room offers guests the pinnacle of style and height of indulgence. 
The unique Homestretch Steakhouse is wrapped in a wall of windows. From classic steaks to succulent  

seafood and decadent desserts, there’s something to please every palate!

Just Minutes from 
Indy in Anderson!

69
ANDERSON

Indianapolis

465
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FEATURES 
• Mega HDTV Wall 
• Indiana’s Best Microbrews 
• Signature Cocktails
• Taste-Tempting Menu
• Freshly Squeezed Juice

• Convenient Garage Parking 
   for just $2 with Validation
• Use Point Perks Towards Food 
   & Beverage Purchases
• Indy’s Only Off Track Betting
• FastBet Mobile Race Wagering

Food, Friends, Fun, Horseplay - A Winning Combination! 
This exciting destination features an American cuisine-inspired grille, a 21st 
Century pub featuring a one-of-a-kind LED bar top and a Las Vegas-style race 
wagering lounge - all just steps from Monument Circle. 

(317) 656-7223
HPWinnersCircle.com

Details available. Admittance to the Triple Crown Club requires a two-drink minimum and business casual attire. Must be 18 years or older to enter. Management reserves all rights. Some programs subject to change.

Downtown Indy - Just one block from Monument Circle at 
20 N. Pennsylvania between Washington and Market Streets.

A ONE-OF-A-KIND-EXPERIENCE!

A Smokin’ Good Time!

The Triple Crown Club is open to all who enjoy both a bold and 

one-of-a-kind atmosphere where no apologies are needed -  

just a smokin’ good time.
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

I have to be honest up front. I have no idea why Silver Linings Playbook is getting the 
kind of glowing accolades it is getting — including Academy Award nominations in 
just about every major category.

The film is cute and funny in places; a bit glib and simplistic in others. If it were an 
indie film with a young director and no-name actors it would most likely do very well 
at festivals.

But it is produced by the Weinstein Company, one of the biggest film studios in the 
business, and while its budget is moderate by today’s blockbuster standards, it is still a 
multimillion dollar production.

What bothers me about Silver Linings Playbook is that is seems so calculated. It’s al-
most as if the studio got together with writer/director David O. Russell and said: “OK, 
we’ve got this book about a young guy who is bi-polar and has just beaten his wife’s 
lover almost to death. His dad’s a heavy gambler with obsessive compulsive disorder. 
So, the young guy gets out of a psychiatric facility and meets a girl whose husband has 
just died — oh, and she’s a sex addict with a bunch of emotional problems of her own. 
And the guy’s best friend is in a marriage that is stifling him — he’s another pressure 
cooker ready to go off. Now let’s see if we can work into that subplots involving gam-
bling and pro-football and maybe a ballroom dance competition . . .”

OK, so all those elements are in the book the film is based on. But, even so, Silver Lin-
ings Playbook seems a trifle . . . contrived. It’s almost as if the filmmakers tried to get as 
many elements that would appeal to the audience’s emotions as possible into the film 
(football for the guys; ballroom dance for the girls — and it’s a comedy, and a romantic 
comedy to boot, etc.). 

The whole seems calculated not only to be a commercial success. It also seems calcu-
lated to be the kind of film that does well come the annual film awards season.

And that’s a shame. Because there is a really good film buried somewhere inside Silver 
Linings Playbook. In fact, for the first hour, the film looks as if it might deserve the ac-
colades heaped upon it. The opening scenes remind me of Woody Allen’s Husbands and 
Wives, with its dislocating use of hand held camera. The action, dialogue and direction 
are in-your-face disturbing and chaotic.

As Pat Solitano Jr., the young man with a variety of emotional issues (calling him bi-
polar seems just a tad convenient), Bradley Cooper holds the camera and the audience 
hostage for the first 30 minutes. He is a ticking time bomb with no inner censor, spout-
ing the most inappropriate things at the most inappropriate times. There is an honesty 
and a naiveté about him, however, that is appealing.

But, it becomes quickly apparent that he is quite delusional. He has a dream of a 
“happy ending” in life (the “silver lining” of the title) that will come about just as soon 
as he reunites with his wife. Unfortunately, his wife has a restraining order against him 
because he almost beat her boyfriend to death.

Even that aspect of the film seems a little calculated. Everyone can understand a crime 
passionnel — a violent outburst over a perceived injustice.

It’s as if the filmmakers try to stack everything in Pat’s favour. He’s a decent guy. OK, he 
has some problems. But if only he can get back together with his wife, everything will 
be alright.

But Pat is dreaming his own life. And his dream is crashing down around him.

What he needs to be doing is taking his medication. But he is not. So, he spends much 
of his time being manic. For example, on being released from the psychiatric facility 
he tells his mom he wants to go to the library and take out all the books on his English 
teacher wife’s high school syllabus. But reading the books just makes him mad — par-
ticularly reading Ernest Hemingway. Why can’t Hemingway’s books have happy end-
ings like life is supposed to?

His idealisation of marriage extends to his friends too. He imagines his best friend 
Ronnie’s marriage is a bed of roses. He has a beautiful wife, a great job, nice house. 
But Ronnie’s wife, Veronica (Julia Stiles), is a demon in designer clothes (another easy 
stereotype). She controls his life, keeps him on a short leash. “I feel like I am being 
crushed,” Ronnie tells Pat. It’s not what Pat wants to hear.

Over dinner at Ronnie and Veronica’s, Pat meets a friend of the couple’s, Tiffany (Jen-

nifer Lawrence), who is a livewire as raw and uncensored as Pat. The two cannot 
engage in the niceties that most people use to mask their true feelings.

Pat ends up walking Tiffany home. When Tiffany makes a suggestion he finds inappro-
priate he uses his “marriage” to blow her off.

Pat and Tiffany are doppelgängers. She tells him, “Humanity is just nasty. There is no 
silver lining.” Pat thinks she is nothing like him. But they are only opposites on the 
surface. Deep down they are mirror images. Pat doesn’t want to admit it but Tiffany 
recognises it immediately. This sets up the film’s second half. Which means bringing 
the two together, despite Pat’s “devotion” to Nikki, his wife.

This is where the film goes off the rails. Not through any fault of the actors, who are 
mostly very good in the roles they inhabit. But the film tries to do too much.

Take, for example, the subplot of Pat’s relationship to his father, Pat Sr. (played a little 
unevenly by Robert De Niro). Dad is a Philadelphia Eagles fanatic. He loves the team 
so much he’s been banned from the stadium for fighting with other fans (like father 
like son — but is this a result of mental illness or just some aggressive family trait?). 

Pat Sr. is superstitious. He is obsessive compulsive. Watching the Eagles play on TV is 
a religious ceremony with rituals and behaviours to be observed. He is also a gambler. 
He believes that betting everything on the Eagles will help him accumulate enough 
money to start a family restaurant. 

He is another dreamer, and like his son, more than a little delusional.

Then there is Tiffany. She promises to act as matchmaker between Pat Jr. and Nikki if 
he will be Tiffany’s dance partner in a local ballroom competition.

It’s just too much to believe. And that’s also a shame. Because had the producers and 
director toned down elements of Matthew Quick’s novel, it might have been a really 
good film.

The sad fact is, whether it intends to or not, Silver Lining Playbook plays mental illness 
for laughs. That may seem harsh because the film is often sensitive, and even lyrical, 
about its characters’ emotional baggage in places. But the audience who attended the 
screening I saw laughed at things I found quite heart-breaking. 

Maybe the filmmakers intended them to be moving. But the audience laughed anyway.

Everyone knows the Academy Awards love an affliction (My Left Foot, Rainman, For-
rest Gump) so Silver Linings Playbook will probably come away with an armful of 
Oscars.

Pat and Tiffany are damaged human beings. It is great that they find love. But I doubt 
in the real world it would be quite so easy for them. For most people with bipolar 
disorder there are no sparkling ballroom dance contests. For most people with OCD 
and gambling additions there are no big paydays betting on football games. There’s 
medication, therapy and a lot of hard work.

Were it a simple film about two young, attractive people coming to terms with their 
various psychological and emotional problems, Silver Lining Playbook might have been 
an engaging little Indie film, reaping accolades and awards at festivals around the 
country. Instead, it tries too hard to be all things to all people. 

Most of all it tries too hard to be an “Oscar-Nominated Film.” 
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Whipping 
Post

By Ms. K / Word Columnist
With February comes more cold weather and numerous Leather events throughout 
the country. The Winter is a great time to wear your leathers out and not be physically 
overcome with too much body heat. I love the Winter, yes even with the snow and cold 
because of this very reason!

So, with the Winter in full swing, what Leather events are you planning to attend and 
volunteer for? I hope several. We in the Midwest have many opportunities to volun-
teer and can enjoy so many Leather events across the country as they are within an 
easy drive or flight. I have my schedule full for this year and have some events already 
booked for 2014. Do you?  

If you are at a loss as to where to go, just Google a city with the words leather event or 
contest and you can see what your opportunities are. I hope that those of you who are 
in the Leather community will be active this year and show your support for events, 
contests, etc.

I received an e-mail recently from a Leather woman who feels that she has been very 
disconnected from the community for the past decade. We have been communicating 
back and forth for the last few months and I have discovered that she basically “went 
underground” over 10 years ago because of a relationship gone bad.  

She felt that they both could not be active in the community since they split so she 
decided she would withdraw herself from public life. Because of this withdrawal, she 
has become very depressed and I feel I know why.  

When you distance yourself from people like yourself and withdraw such as she has, it 
is no wonder she is depressed. I have suggested that she take things slowly, come back 
out publicly in the community and start enjoying being her “real” self. She has prom-
ised that I will see her again soon when I least expect to and I look forward to seeing 
her out and about, too. I think she will be amazed at how much our community has 
grown and how many young people we have become involved these days. It is truly 
amazing!

I have also been communicating with a Leather man about the same situation as he 
has been “underground” for over 20 years. I have known this man for many many 
years and remember back when he was very active in our community.  It seemed to 
me that he just disappeared one day from the public scene.  

I have privately talked to him every so many months over the years to keep in touch 
and have always wondered why he just dropped out of his former active, public life.  
He has finally admitted to me that he was just burned out and has explained that he 
felt like a one-man show in our community.  

If he was willing to work on something and did, he felt that no one would ever offer 
to help him or take over a project. I remember seeing him as a leader then and have 
sought advice from him over the past many years. He has expressed to me that he has 
missed the social aspect of our community and while he has not become depressed, he 
has simply become very disconnected.  

I have talked to him about coming back to at least socialise and encouraged him to not 
start committing to organising or being responsible for any functions or events, but 
just to come out again and enjoy his life more. Hopefully, he will come back out and 
experience our wonderful community and see how much things have advanced over 
the past two decades. 

That said, I encourage you all to not get overwhelmed with the activities you choose 
to engage in, but to find that medium which keeps you happy and those around you 
smiling as well.  

When someone becomes too involved in one thing it tends to take over their entire life, 
which can cause just what it did to the two people I have mentioned. We must all work 
daily to find things which make us happy while staying true to ourselves.  

As we continue into this new year and people do the traditional New Year’s resolu-
tions, please make one of those to be active but not overdo it. It does no one any good 
for you to do so much that you become resentful and just call it quits altogether.  
Keeping things in your life that make you happy and finding a good balance with    
everything will make a happy Leather person in the long run.

If you are young and just starting out in our Leather community, remember too to 
pace yourself and not take on more than you can handle. Do get involved and don’t 

let life pass you by. When I was younger, I jumped right in and got busy very quickly. I 
have continued that throughout my years as an adult. I don’t have any regrets except 
I would love to know everything and everyone I know now and be able to be 25 years 
old again. I guess we all might wish for that! J

Finally, Last month in this column, I talked about a new gay men’s Leather club.  I 
wish to note that the formation of this and my encouragement of this new club was 
in no way meant to diminish the existing Falcons gay men’s Leather club that exists 
in Indianapolis. I meant to include a note that our gay men were in need of a Leather 
club that included playing as part of the group. I apologise that I did not include that 
wording and wish to make note that the intention of this writer was the need for a 
players club for gay men in our community.  

Please keep the e-mails coming. I love hearing from everyone.  E-mail me at 
MsKLeather@sbcglobal.net
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Four
The National Cathedral’s decision was long in coming. Its membership consists of 
many gay Episcopalians. The Cathedral is often called “The Nation’s Church,” and its 
sanctuary has long hosted many national church services and VIP funerals and wed-
dings. Its interior is familiar to Americans who watch those ceremonies.  

In fact, this is the church which was the site of Dr. Martin Luther King’s last sermon.  
And which hosted the funerals of Republican stalwarts Ronald Reagan and Gerald R. 
Ford. The decision strikes a blow to the fundamentalist Christian opposition to same-
gender marriage — in a flagship building.

The process came full-circle when the congregation issued a call for a new leader in 
October which was answered by The Right Rev. Gary L. Hall, who supported the move. 
In fact, as a seminary dean in Chicago he had helped develop the same-gender cer-
emony.

“This was something that was brewing at the cathedral,” Budde told the Associated 
Press. “It would have been inconceivable for the Cathedral to call someone who was 
not in favour of full equality for gay and lesbian people.”

Because the Episcopal rules still don’t include full marriage equality, the national con-
clave allowed local churches to make their own independent decisions. The churches 
who wish to perform same-gender weddings will combine civil marriages under local 
laws as allowed and include a blessing from the church. They will use new language 
adopted last Summer in Indianapolis instead of the marriage ceremony in the Book of 
Common Prayer — a guide for all churches.

Take this Maggie Gallagher and NOM:

“I read the Bible as seriously as fundamentalists do,” said Hall, as dean of the nation’s 
leading Episcopal church. “And my reading of the Bible leads me to want to do this 
because I think it’s being faithful to the kind of community that Jesus would have us 
be. As a tall-steeple, public church in the nation’s capital, we’re saying we’re going to 
bless same-sex marriages...and that we’re really trying to take the next step for mar-
riage equality in the nation and in the culture.”

And that’s exactly what happened. My friends and family know my roots in the mar-
riage equality movement come from the faith community. There are so few large-scale 
victories in the faith community that this one needs to be celebrated. And duplicated.

POLITICAL WINDS ARE CHANGING

Never Thought I’d See The Day, Vol. II:

Powerful Indiana Senate Appropriations Chairman Luke Kenley (R-Noblesville) 
ventured into the gay marriage debate just before the holidays. His words were sharp, 
decisive and fair warning to the 149 fellow legislators who curry his favour during the 
current budget session.

He called the proposed Indiana Constitutional Amendment on this issue “bigoted” and 
ill-advised. He said, in effect, his party’s far-right surge had hurt the Republican brand 
and jeopardises its future.

He voted for the Amendment in 2011. But not again. “I won’t vote for it,” he told a re-
porter. “We’ve got more pressing issues.” His words catapulted through political blogs 
and circles in rapid manner.  

When the legislature is considering a biennial budget Kenley is arguably one of the 
most-powerful men in state government. He’s more influential this year because his 
partner in budget writing, House Ways and Means Chairman Jeff Espich, retired in 
2012. The new chairman has no experience in the difficult process of threading politi-
cal needles to craft a budget.

“Not one legislator wants to risk angering the House Ways and Means chairman or 
Sen. Kenley,” said one veteran legislator. “Not in a budget year.”

Within a few days Kenley had Republican company. I say “Republican company” 
because although there are Democrats in the Indiana legislature, they aren’t needed to 
conduct business. (House is 69-31 Republican, Senate 37-13. Both are super-majori-
ties.)

Said rising star, Sen. Pete Miller of Avon: “It’s (gay marriage) already illegal. What’s to 
be gained other than to ostracise a whole section of the population?”

Republican Rep. Jud McMillian and Ron Bacon both want to wait on the Amendment 
— at least until the U.S. Supreme Court weighs in on pending related matters.

It’s important to note that most Republicans who are wavering might still favour Indi-
ana’s Defence of Marriage statute, but the overkill of a Constitutional Amendment “is 
a step too far,” Bacon believes, because it would likely eliminate the possibility of civil 
unions in the future.

KUDOS TO THE PREACHERS

On the 8th of January a large group of clergy released the latest edition of their Clergy 
Letter to Legislators. It advocates the Amendment be sent to the trash heap. The 
Interfaith Coalition on Nondiscrimination has been pushing for tolerance on the issue 
for at least six years. President The Rev. Marie Siroky and her group updated the letter, 
surveyed clergy statewide and put the new version out to legislators and the press on 
the first day of the 2013 Indiana General Assembly.

It is important to note that all four states which had marriage victories 6th November 
had strong faith community campaign participation. Of ye of little faith…..

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs
As a writer I’m supposed to respect the classics and their authors — Shakespeare, 
Hawthorne, Austen and the like. Sure there’s a lot to be said about Lord Of The Flies 
and 1984, but the way I look at it they could use some updating. Raise the ages of the 
boys in Lord Of The Flies and suddenly you have awesome gay porn. Tweak a few deets 
in 1984 and suddenly you have Minority Report and other Hollywood visions of the 
future. 

Let’s take Charles Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol, for example. Yes, Christmas 
makes people maudlin, but so does the corporate-created Valentines Day. Who wants 
to be reminded they’re buying meals for one? And who wants to be ordered that they 
need to declare their love for their partner on a certain day which isn’t a personal an-
niversary? That’s why I think A Christmas Carol needs to be reimagined as A Valentines 
Carol. 

Picture this: it’s February the 14th. You have a jaded or negative view on love and rela-
tionships. So as you fade into slumber with visions of Stephen Amell dancing in your 
head, you are visited by three ghosts: the Ghost Of Boyfriends Past, Present and Future 
— each one showing you how you will fare on love’s thorny path. Would you be ready 
to face these specters?

Let’s start with the Ghost Of Boyfriends Past, shall we? When he appears he looks like 
the boy who first stole your heart. Those wide guileless eyes and easy smile that made 
your pulse feel like it was remixed by Skrillex. 

His name is Jeff or Brian or Mike — something simple like the worn-out t-shirts he 
used to wear. He tosses his hair out of his eyes with a flip of his head and tells you to 
take his hand. Suddenly your cheeks feel hot and you’re that gawky, insecure kid you 
used to be. But you go willingly just like you used to do when he dared you to skinny 
dip or kiss him during a sleepover. 

Depending on your experience he will take you under the bleachers of your high 
school, a tent on a Boy Scout camping trip or even to the back seat of your parents’ 
station wagon. He will put his arm around your shoulders, his friendship bracelets 
scratching against your bicep as all the boyfriends from your awkward, metamorphic 
past stop by to remind you of who you used to be.

There’s your first kiss, blushing hot as he moved in for the first time, your mind blink-
ing bright red neon saying “this is it.. this is it.. this is it”. There’s the guy who intro-
duced you to the excruciating pleasure known as “The Blowjob”. Right behind him is 
the guy that first showed you how to “Go All The Way”. They’re still young and beauti-
ful — suspended like flies in amber, but then this trip down Memory Lane goes dark 
as you see the one who broke your heart for the first time. And when he smiles and 
bites his lip the way he used to do, you realise you’d do it all over again, even though it 
ended in razor-sharp pain and huge racking sobs. . 

The guys pass by quicker now; the ones you fucked and left behind to soothe your bro-
ken heart. The ones who loved you madly but you were too afraid to succumb to. The 
ones who you dated once, twice, three times — then moved on because you thought 
there was something better out there. 

When that boy takes you back to your sweat-soaked bed and kisses you on the fore-
head, how do you feel? Empty? Regretful? Lost? 

All those broken hearts and sticky condoms led you to the man you are today. Did you 
make the right choices? Do you wish you’d taken more chances? Because all those 
boys in the past linger in the smoky hallway of your mind reminding you that without 
them you wouldn’t feel the way you do right now. 

Before you can clear your head, here comes the Ghost Of Boyfriends Present. He looks 
like the man — or one of the men — you’re with right now, whether it’s the one who 
sleeps by your side or the one you just met and who still holds an air of mystery. Who-
ever he is and however long you’ve known him is irrelevant because he’s going to show 
you what happens when you’re away from him. 

We all have our secret lives away from the person we’re involved with. That doesn’t 
mean you’re cheating or doing something wrong, but merely how we act when the 
person we’re connected to isn’t around. 

The thing about this is that your mate is doing the same thing. Whether it’s eating cold 
lo mein while standing naked in the kitchen or watching Hoarders while trimming all 
your erratic body hair, secret behaviour takes many forms, but where this boyfriend 
doppelgänger is taking you is to the lunches, parties and clubs where the man you’re 
with now talks about you to the people in his life. 

So what will he say about you? Will he gush to his best friend about the way you treat 
him and how you make him feel? Will he set down his beer at dinner and tell his gym 
buddies that you’re cold as ice? Will he finally be happy enough to tell his parents that 
he’s found “The One”? Will he call his brother and worry about your lack of interest in 
the things that make him who he is?

The Ghost Of Boyfriends Present is a tricky one because not only will he show you 
what’s going on right now (things that you never see or hear) but he will also show 
you the feelings and thoughts of anyone else you’re dating. So if you’re juggling two or 
three boyfriends at once, you’ll see how they feel about it and the other men who will 
pull their attention. If you’ve been focused on one for the past three months (or three 
years) it may be enlightening or disheartening to hear what they say about you when 
you’re not around. 

This ghostly excursion will end with you returning to bed as your transparent current 
flame dissipates into mist. You lay there taking it all in seeing how the boys from the 
past made you the man you are today and how it’s affecting your current relationship. 

Are you distant? Do you treat your boyfriend like he’s another task from work? Do you 
love too much and smother his freedom? 

Just as we wonder what people will say about us at our funeral, this part of the night 
has shown you your true colours. You never know: you may hear the wonderful things 
that your boyfriend keeps from you and only tells his friends because he’s afraid to feel 
too much for fear of getting hurt. Maybe because of his Boyfriends Past he’s gun-shy 
about being honest about his true feelings. Good or bad, now you know the truth. 

Now comes the last vision: the Ghost Of Boyfriends Future. Like a silent sculpted 
Ken doll cloaked in a hooded fraternity robe, he’s here to show you what will become 
of the self-conscious teen who grew into the man you are today. Will you overcome 
your fears and reflexive, learned behaviour to find true happiness? Will you be able 
to let go of suspicion and resentment to find the man out there waiting for you? The 
scene fades in and there you are — your temples gray, your face creased, your eyes so 
tired as you flip through online profiles in your studio apartment, trying fruitlessly to 
connect with someone for more than a few hours. There are no photos on the shelves, 
no affectionate notes stuck to the refrigerator. You are all alone because you were too 
afraid to bring someone close...because you were too angry to let go of the past.

“That’s not me,” you tell your mute companion, your eyes full of tears. “That can’t be 
me.” He nods and points behind you, and when you turn you see another scene. There 
you are again; creased and gray, but your eyes are filled with happiness because you 
found the man who won your heart. Your house is full of light and love, dogs and 
children, friends and family. You know now that every risk, every wound was worth 
getting here to this man and the love that binds you tight. Two futures ahead of you 
and now you know you can make the right decision no matter how hard it may seem. 

So there you have it. A new twist on an old classic which shows you the life you’ve led, 
the choices you’ve made and how you choose to use these experiences can send you 
into a world of joy or a world of solitude. We make decisions every day that affect who 
we are in our romantic life. Do you want to hold onto something a boy did to you in 
college that will prevent you from seeing true love when it finds you? Do you want to 
live in fear that the man you’re with now might find your declarations of love and af-
fection silly or cheesy so you say nothing while he wonders silently how you feel?

The boys and men who have filled your life with both joy and pain are merely guides 
so you can find the one you’re meant for. We all make mistakes along the way. We all 
have regrets about things we didn’t say or snap decisions that we’ve made. Holding on 
to the past and censoring your present clouds the opportunity of love in the future — 
whether that future is tomorrow, next month or two years from now. 

So if you’re visited by these three ghosts before midnight on Valentine’s Day, keep qui-
et, pay attention and as the last ghost leaves you at your bed, jump up and throw open 
your window like old Ebenezer did to feel the promise of love spill over you. Maybe 
you’ll realise the guy you’re dating isn’t for you. Maybe you’ll realise you’re in love with 
a good friend. Maybe it’s time for you to go out into the world and meet a new guy or 
two or six. Whatever the ghosts have taught you on this night, remember three things: 
Take chances. Speak from your heart. And love fearlessly.  Happy Valentines Day. And 
sweet dreams. 
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

120 East Market Street, Suite 370 , Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317.236.0477  / 317.454.0732 (Fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

Because of all the attention given to the fiscal cliff, many investors are ignoring the rest 
of the investment landscape, which I think remains attractive and has improved over the 
past year. So now is the time for investors to chart their path, identify the next steps and 
reposition their investments, if necessary, to prepare for the road ahead.

An attractive investment environment has been obscured by all of the fiscal cliff talk, but 
in reality congress remains divided and few of the major policy challenges have been 
resolved. But the past year’s focus on the election and the fiscal cliff may have obscured 
the improving trends in the economy, rising consumer confidence and gains in the stock 
market.

In our researchers’ view, these positive fundamental trends are the long-term drivers of 
rising stock prices, even if we experience short-term volatility. 

In other words, if you’ve been waiting on the sidelines for the uncertainty to be resolved, 
you may need to chart a different path. Otherwise, you may remain waiting for years and 
years. We think there are better paths to choose than waiting and if you look more closely, 
the scenery isn’t just cliffs and crises.

Despite repeated concerns about its slow pace, the economy has persistently grown at an 
average rate of 2.2% during this recovery. We expect it to keep on this pace, expanding 
about 2% in 2013. This modest rate should also result in a slowly improving job market.

We also feel that recession worries are unwarranted. While year-end 2012 weakness may 
have triggered some renewed recession worries, it would take unexpected shocks to push 
the economy into recession. In our view, recession worries are misplaced due to the ab-
sence of imbalances and the lack of a strong rebound in any of the cyclical sectors, which 
are those that typically generate economic cycles.

Bright spots for economic growth include the healing housing market – the last cyclical 
sector to show signs of improvement – and on-going low interest rates, which are positive 
for domestic growth. They are coupled with our expectation that international economic 
growth will pick up in the second half of 2013. 

Partly offsetting these improvements are on-going headwinds due to tighter fiscal condi-
tions and a slowdown in business investment. But consumers continue to show resilience 
and have formed the backbone of the recovery so we expect consumer spending will con-
tinue to expand by about 2% annually.

What does modest growth mean for investors?

A growing economy – even if the pace isn’t as fast as everyone wishes – sets the stage for 
good investment results, but it certainly doesn’t guarantee them.

Economic growth puts more people to work and supports positive consumer sentiment 
and spending. In addition, it’s one of the fundamental drivers of the stock market over 
time. Despite the constant chattering about the weakness of the recovery, the economy has 
kept growing, and we expect modest growth to continue, which is good news for investors.

Let’s look, though, at just two aspects of the whole picture: prospects for higher earnings 
and the increased attractiveness we see in equities. 

For the past 30 years, earnings have been more cyclical than economic growth – they’ve 
grown faster and fallen further. Although the pace has slowed from double digits in the 
first two years of the recovery, companies have continued to report solid earnings growth. 
Despite the modest economic expansion, earnings for companies in the S&P 500 grew by 
almost 5% in 2012. We expect earnings to continue to grow solidly in 2013 as companies 
focus more on profits than on expanding their operations. 

Finally, we feel that stocks are attractively valued, and we believe economic growth and 
rising earnings support long-term stock price increases. It’s important to have reason-
able expectations, though, and to prepare to use pullbacks to rebalance by adding stocks, 
where appropriate, to return your portfolio to its target mix of stocks and bonds. The 
stock market and earnings have more than doubled from their respective lows in 2009. 
But the stock market isn’t yet back to its record high levels of October 2007, and we think 
it has room to move higher, based on its current valuation and our expectation that earn-
ings and the economy continue to grow.

The S&P 500 is trading at about 13 times its estimated earnings in 2013, which is below 
its historical average of 15 times earnings. That indicates stocks are not overpriced in 
general. Just like a snowplow clearing the road ahead, modest economic growth and solid 
earnings growth should clear the way for rising stock prices.
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre
Community... This old goose will probably get herself in deep trouble on this topic: 
community. I promise no bloated screed on building community. Yet, I’m always 
drawn to the flame of sorting the endless comments, most often criticisms, about 
“where is the community?” When I’m in one of my Goosy moods, you might hear me 
hiss “FB, the bars, gay pride and Pride Night at Kings Island!”

The old queens whine (I should know) there is nothing for them, the younger urban 
hipsters claim to be “post gay” and so where in the farm yard does it leave the rest of 
us? By the way, Mother Goose used the term “post gay” before others appropriated it!

Seems to me, if we want community, as the old saying goes the onus is on your anus.  
From where is that pool table, to why isn’t there a gay & lesbian housing facility near 
by, the answer is the same:  if no one is willing to invest the time, energy, money or 
organisational skill to make it happen, it isn’t going to happen. A private spray — I love 
when folks walk into our Cincinnati Centre and make these statements as if a restate-
ment of our organisational failure. Usually, these are same folks generally who like to 
drop the phrase “MY COMMUNITY.” Oh, please Marie. One of these days, goose is 
going to come squawking back with, if it is “MY COMMUNITY” act like and make it 
better!

Okay, who ever said organising was easy — let alone along/around differences that 
cut across many demographics, such as sexual orientation, gender identity or gender 
expression?  I figure these big ideas about community must be too much like work or 
these projects would have happened in many places. Don’t you love it when you hear, 
“I am an ideas person, but I’m poor at execution”? Hail Mary full of Goose.  

Better yet, if I were goose queen, I’d pare down the number of organisations anyway 
— seems like we have a goodly number which exist in name only. You know, no public 
meetings, no activities, no financials, no by-laws posted yet they continue to invest en-
ergy in claiming they are viable. You’d like to know names? I’d offer an answer but I’d 
be touching the third rail of gay sensibility and be accused (again, ah um) of being old, 
bitter evil and a jealous queen. Besides, some places might pull the paper! You know 
that has happened before. I thought you knew? If you ask this goose, nothing kills a 
sense of community faster than community organisations that raise money for defunct 
or otherwise moribund groups. 

Just seems community should be easier. You know, appreciating our differences, work-
ing together, not making someone else the enemy. We’ve all have made those mistakes 
along with the goose. I guess, getting older, I reflect on the good old days of the 80s 
and early 90s in the Nasty. In this dot.com world of instant online celebrity and star-
dom, I think back to two events in my life where one man demonstrated community to 
me.

Dr. Ronn Rucker (the guy who started the first HIV anonymous testing site in the 
world, right here in the Nasty in January 1985) used to attend the old coalition meet-
ings before the Centre’s founding. For those who recall, we were meeting in the base-
ment of All Saints Chapel, nee Pilgrim’s Chapel in Mt. Adams. In that epoch, a local pa-
per used to do “person of the year.”  Ronn responded with the most gracious response 
to the award that I have ever known or seen since — in the same paper he wrote an 
extensive list of names (probably near 100) of people he felt impacted the community 
in many marvellous ways.  Ronn’s actions not only revealed a keen sense of humility 
but also recognised that we all stand on the shoulders of others. 

Yet still another important lesson Dr. Ronn conferred was a very simple exchange 
which took place back in those early days of the Coalition. A representative of the now 
defunct Stonewall group (Bev Ventura) had mentioned their problems in getting The 
Cincinnati Enquirer to publish their political endorsements. I wasn’t a rep of any group 
at the time yet given my broadcast journalism background I got the chair’s attention 
and asked if I could offer some suggestions. In true evil queen style, the chairman said 
I could not speak and was out of order. Well, I may be “out of order” but not that out 
of order. So Dr. Ronn  who did rep for a group got the chair’s attention and upon being 
recognised said to the chair “I yield the floor to Mr. Chanak.” Again Ronn got the mes-
sage that if we want some notion of community, however it’s defined, we must allow 
others to have a voice. 

The message is simple: If we want community we need to remind ourselves and each 
other that we are but a tiny bit in the spec of the cosmos. Building community re-
quires work and it isn’t the other queen’s job, it is our job! There are many things to be 
done for the battle of full equality is not won. Let’s all try to do better! Please?
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ “Miss” Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in 
Dayton.

 Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is hot):

1 - Will.I.Am featuring Britney Spears - Scream & Shout (Edson Pride Remix)

2 - Justin Bieber featuring Nicki Minaj - Beauty And A Beat (Wideboys Mix)

3 - Nicki Minaj - Pound The Alarm (LP)

4 - Scissor Sisters - Let’s Have A KiKi (Almighty Club Mix

5 - Adele - Skyfall (Shahaf Moran Extended)

6 - Rihanna - Diamonds (Bimbo Jones Mix)

7- Christina Aguilera - Your Body (Country Club Martini Crew Mix)

8 - Madonna - Turn Up The Radio (R3hab Surrender Remix)

9 - Pink - Blow Me (One Last Kiss) (Cosmic Dawn Remix)

10 - Kylie Minogue - Timebomb (Extended Mix)

Hey there!!! DJ Hill here. I’m sayin’ the “YAAAAAY???”. It’s February and hearts are being 
broken left and right. Trust me, I know. The kids will not stop posting it on Facebook! 
Therefore we have LOTS to look forward to. And here we go...I hope you “LOVE” these...
Just sayin’.

The Ready Set - Give Me Your Hand: I hate to start on a bad note but this group is aw-
ful! Throw some cute twinkies in front of a camera and post it on YouTube and sell some 
songs on iTunes. Really? And they have the nerve to call this the “Best song ever…” And 
no it is not. Even with the Auto-Tune vocals these guys still suck. I’m surprised Razer-N-
Guido even bothered to make a club mix of this. “The Wanted” want their look back. They 

were robbed! In this case...copied. They look alike and sound alike. Ready...Set...Go home!

Blue - Hurt Lovers: Wow. I didn’t realise these guys had three albums before this one 
which might explain why I was attracted to the grown-up version of this “Boy Band” with 
facial hair. Because three albums ago they were twinks and I wouldn’t have looked or lis-
tened twice at them. But now I know. Any ways...These guys look hot on the screen but are 
not dance floor material. But as I sit here typing this I can’t help but bounce to the Boot 
Slaps Club Mix. (Really?...Boot Slaps?) It’s very little voice and a great repetitive mellow 
bass line. Great to pass out to. But that’s bad for the dance floor. And of course the album 
version is a ballad. Check out their workout video on YouTube. It’s hot. And maybe post it 
on your boyfriend’s page if you’re in a bad mood.

Beth Sherburn - Ordinary World: My favourite. Let’s take something that was hot 30 
years ago and release it like it was something new. It’s OK. The youngsters won’t know. 
It’s new to them. And to make it worse the Andi Durrant & Steve More Club Mix screw it 
up with DubStep. Stick with the original. Or better yet look up Duran Duran and enjoy an 
original classic. I’m tired of the European remakes of the good old stuff.

Adam Lambert - Trespassing: Finally something gay. Even though this came out a few 
months ago we finally get a club mix. The WaWa mix (and we get two of them) LA Stomp 
Mix and the LA to NY Stomp Mix featuring Cazwell make it crazy gay! However the 
Benny Benassi Mix compared to the WaWa mix sounds too outdated but trying to stay 
away from DubStep and I can appreciate that. But still...eh.

Bowie Jane - Luv Bomb: Finally a chick song. It’s all been boys up ‘til now. And she’s 
goofy. I’m not big on the album version but the 7th Heaven Club Mix has me going nuts. 
She is very perky.

Havana Brown - Big Banana: I couldn’t end without laughing at the most ridiculous song 
ever! “I want that big banana.” You dumb slut. The original is so full of….I’m thinking…it’s 
not the new farting robot sound I can’t stand. It’s like holding a balloon by the valve and 
making fart noises with it to the beat. Really? Is this music? At least Dave Aude tried with 
the Dave Aude Club Mix. I just wish he got rid of the balloon farts. Come to think of it I 
wish he got rid of the vocals. Worst song of the year on my hate list and it’s only February.

That’s it for now. I hope Cupid didn’t poke you too hard in the butt with his huge arrow. 
Stick around for the March issue. It usually brings good luck...with music that is. Check 
me out at MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. I’d love to hear 
from you. You can also e-mail me at hill@misshilldj.com And please let me know about 
anything new or any local independent music. I’m always open to new stuff. ‘Til next 
month...
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(EDITOR’S NOTE—Dr. Fred Schloemer is a psychotherapist, award-winning author and 
educator, who owns a small horse farm in Washington County Indiana. He also writes a 
monthly column for The Word and has for many years. The opinions below are his own.)

Among the many blessings of living in Washington County Indiana are the 
picturesque, rolling landscapes, dotted with small well-managed farms, many of them 
on land that has been in the same family’s possession for generations, and the many 
well-maintained houses. 

Some of these residences are modest, and some are grand, but all are clearly owned by 
people who love their homes and work hard to keep them the valuable properties that 
they are.

Sadly, it appears most residents of this region are completely unaware of a looming 
threat. This threat promises to spoil not only the beauty of the countryside, but also to 
bring devastating pollution and the subsequent health hazards which accompany it, 
including increased rates of various cancers, respiratory illnesses and other diseases.

What is this insidious threat? 

Is it some terrorist-driven germ warfare plot or some nuclear power-plant radiation 
leak? If it were any of these outside influences, you can be sure our citizenry would 
be up in arms, demanding aggressive collective action and the combined supportive 
forces of our city, county, state and federal government officials.

But, no, the threat isn’t any of these melodramatic things; rather, it’s an internal one. 
It appears some of our own neighbours are selling out to huge corporations and some 
of our own county officials are lying asleep at the switch as these same corporations 
quietly and stealthily install a network of “confined agricultural feeding operations” or 
CAFOs across this county.

Surely by now all of us have seen the horrifying news coverage exposing the cruelty 
and health risks of “factory farming.” 

In factory farms, poultry and livestock by the tens of thousands are kept their entire 
lives in cramped, fetid cages and fed antibiotics that weaken all of our immune 
systems. That’s exactly what a CAFO is.

And that’s exactly what is happening right under our noses here in Washington County. 
One by one, chicken and turkey factory farms are cropping up all around us. Right 
now alone, I’m told, eight more permits are pending and Farbest, a large poultry 
growing corporation, has plans to build 60 more such operations.

Worst of all, construction is presently underway on South Conway Church Road in an 
area that is primarily residential and crisscrossed with small streams which empty into 
the Blue River and ultimately the Ohio River. Yet no evidence exists of an assessment 
having been done to determine a risk to waterways prior to construction beginning.

One of many ways these large corporations lull us, their targets, into a false sense of 
security is by promising “economic development.” And sure, you might say, all of us 
want more jobs and increased revenues, right? Yes, that is right, but not at the cost 
of losing our children’s health and our residential property values, which have been 
shown to go down by as much as 50 to 70% in areas where factory farms have begun 
operations.

Fortunately, it’s not too late to reverse these alarming trends, if we will all just wake 
up, get informed and join forces in effective collective action. A series of meetings 
and hearings are being held in the days and weeks ahead just for these purposes in 
Washington County.

It’s not too late, but it is still urgent nonetheless, for us all to act together and with 
strength. For more information about what you can do and how to do it, you can 
contact Colleen at nocafoswashingtoncounty@gmail.com  Please don’t let creeping 
industrialisation mar the safety and beauty of our cherished families, homes and land.

By Dr. Fred Schloemer



      The Word  February 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 35 



Page 36       The Word   February 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  February 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 37 



Page 38       The Word   February 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  February 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 39 

Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
Storage..... What to do with those files?

Anybody out there old enough to remember floppies? OK, OK maybe not the eight-
inchers or 5-inchers we had in the 70s and early 80s, but what about the 3 1/2 inch 
ones Sony introduced in 1980 and Apple started using in the mid-80s? Those were 
followed by the more “permanent” floppies called Zip Discs which looked like a regular 
floppy disc but were thicker and heavier and I could send an entire newspaper to press 
on one as they held an entire gigabyte of data.

came without that familiar slot for my CDs and DVDs so my ever-patient partner (and 
tech guru) ordered me an Apple USB SuperDrive (as they call them) for the mere price 
of $79. With great fanfare he hooked it up in November and made sure it talked to my 
new Mac perfectly.

And every week since, I dutifully dust it, look at it and wonder why in the heck I asked 
for it.

Yes, in the three months it’s been taking up space on my desk I have yet to put the first 
movie, symphony or ad file in its handy slot. I hate to admit it, but he was right (and 
I sense that the folks at Apple and others are, too) when he said the day of the CD is 
passing — if it’s not already past.

So what’s taken over?

Well, I already mentioned the cloud. A lot of my info, music, etc. seems to reside there 
so I can access it on my computer, iPad, phone and even my sister’s computer when I 
visit her out-of-state. 

There are also those external hard drives. I use one for back ups (That used to be done 
each paper on CD.) and these days getting a computer with gigabytes or terabytes of 
hard drive space is 10% the cost it used to be. My newest has a terabyte of space and 
even with the papers, all the files of music, movies, finances and work on there, my lat-
est check shows I’m using under 30% of the room I have.

It’s true, I do still have a few jump drives around in case I have something I simply 
MUST take along or give to someone and I do a back-up to a tiny one which is on my 
keyring each paper, too. That’s just in case the whole office would burn down and leave 
me without my big drive.

Of course my printing firm also has the last few papers and folders on file as I send 
those over via the internet each edition (Off-site storage is good in an emergency.) but 
the biggest thing is that storing, sending and transferring data has changed bigtime 
and continues to evolve.

Do I think back-up drives like many of us use will be around forever? Not likely since 
things continue to evolve. What about the cloud? Maybe. The jump drive? Well it has 
held on longer than I would have thought, but it is great to transfer files and hand 
them to folks or take them with you. Witness the fact that the past several years the In-
diana State Fair has not mailed me a “dead tree” media kit. Instead, there’s a state fair 
jump drive with the info, schedules, photos and a lot of “extras” in a padded envelope 
with my media pass. 

My conclusion: Do not be “a Ted.” If you get a new Mac (or I’m sure soon anything 
else) and find that CD/DVD slot has gone missing wait a bit and do not panic. I’ll be 
willing to bet that you won’t miss the old technology, and if you do you can always go 
buy that $79 desk decoration later! Besides, if you have a lot of movies or CDs once 
you do transfer it all to your new computer or external drive, THEN what will you do 
with that drive besides dust it since fewer and fewer are even being made?

ABOUT GIFT CARDS...

I had intended to end this column a few lines ago, but I need to remind readers once 
more to beware gift cards, as Caesar should have done the Ides of March. I did so 
before Christmas and have heard from readers how they were thankful I reminded 
them that if a firm (even a big one) goes into receivership or out of business the cards 
are worthless. Now, at our house, comes another pitfall: my mother-in-law bought a 
gaming gift card for partner Anthony, but when he tried to use it on his XBox he found 
it was worthless.

Seems she self checked out at (name of store left out, but it’s a HUGE company) and 
the self-checkout failed to activate the card. Of course, she bought in November so 
when the problem was discovered after Christmas the receipt was nowhere to be 
found. Said store told her when she called for help that since the card was not acti-
vated they “suspected it had been stolen” by her (How courteous is that?) and they 
declined to do anything about it.

As she’d used a debit card, her bank (another big firm) said they wouldn’t go back and 
find the transaction and thus Anthony’s been left with no games aside from what to do 
with a piece of worthless (but not stolen) plastic!

Our warning once again: Avoid gift cards! Or if you simply must buy one to give that 
Valentine or birthday person, buy it at the counter from a real clerk and hang onto the 
receipt till you KNOW it’s valid and redeemed.

Meanwhile, as I have said before, let the buyer beware which in my way of thinking 
means give cash or take your recipient shopping personally and avoid the gift card 
rack at most any cost. They have their place, but in my way of thinking, it’s not at our 
house. Happy computing!

Anyway, after those we saw the first 
of the jump drives. The correct name 
for one of those is a portable drive or 
memory stick. Back in the day they 
sold for $50 and up for 125 megs of 
storage and portability — storage 
and portability that now you can get 
for $5. And all the while there were 
CDs and more CDs. It was a land-
mark day when I could send music, 
an ad or other items along on one of 
these cheap, disposable and easily 
mailable discs.

But what’s this? The newest comput-
ers from Apple (so far mainly them 
but we can bet others will soon fol-
low) no longer have those familiar 
slots. The CD is going, going, and 

eventually will be in the same old computer collection (www.oldcomputers.net is a 
great one to check for fun and is where we got the photo above) as the floppy is now. 

Why? Well, a variety of reasons from the cloud — where things are stored and can be 
shared among your devices anywhere — to streaming media (think Netflix) to the fact 
that we have almost all become data hogs.

Think of it. When I first started computing way, way back in the 80s, all we ever did 
was word processing and maybe a few photos if we had an expensive scanner to make 
electronic images. Movies were still on VHS (or even Betamax) and music was on 
vinyl. Music CD’s came out commercially for the first time about 1982. There was no 
internet, either, so back then “sharing a file” meant carrying a manila folder over to 
someone’s office and plopping it on their desk — not sending them the latest article, 
tune or movie in an instant wirelessly.

We had to have space to save our writing and other work though, so along the way 
someone decided that the CD would do just fine. Eventually it replaced the piles of 
floppies and other storage devices which used to cover desks, overflow onto floors and 
always seemed to go missing just when we needed that one story or photo.

But run the clock forward to 2013. 

Now it’s hard to imagine not streaming music, movies or TV, either from less-than-
legal sites or buying or watching legally from iTunes, Amazon, Netflix, BBC iPlayer, 
Hulu or a host of other online services. But where to put all of the things we own?

Huge portable hard drives for under $90 are the norm now and even friends in their 
80s have embraced them. Don’t even get me started on the average 18-year-old’s collec-
tion size or content.

In the process, DVDs have been slowly being replaced by Blu-Ray technology and 
online streaming has come in to scoop up what used to be our red envelopes from 
Netflix.

So where does that leave the humble old CD and the DVD? Either on the way out or 
already there, which is why Apple — usually a pioneer in the tech field — became the 
first to drop those drives from their newest lines of computers. The fact is fewer and 
fewer folks want or need them, so why add them to computers when they’ll drive up 
the cost and gather dust?

That’s what I was told late last year, anyway, when our office replaced an “ancient” 
(early 2008) Mac we’d been using with a new one. You are reading these pages cour-
tesy of that new, fast machine, but lo and behold, this writer pitched a fit because it 
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

It’s February. Winter is getting to be a bit of a drag to some of us (not my editor, but 
that’s not my problem....) 

It’s mild one day and then snowy the next (or worse, icy). Despite the Winter gloom 
some of us experience, there’s still plenty to do in the Midwest this month. Here are 
February sports, adventure, and travel ideas for our readers:

Roller skating: The Bleeding Heartland Roller Girls of Bloomington, Indiana, take 
on the Naptown Tornado Sirens 2nd February at 7.30 p.m. at the Indianapolis Marsh 
Pavillion at the Indiana State Fair Ground. Tickets are $17 at the door but discounts 
are available.

Tennis: Upcoming tournaments which require travel (to warmer climes, thank good-
ness) include 13th February in Fort Lauderdale, 16th February in Phoenix and 1st 
March in Austin. For all the info and more see glta.net Closer to home, here in Indi-
anapolis, Indy Tennis meets Sunday evenings at the West Indy Racquet Club. E-mail 
indy.tennis@yahoo.com to meet up or check them out on Facebook. Meanwhile Indy 
Tennis recently presented The Indiana AIDS Fund with a cheque from funds raised at 
the IndyTennis Classic Tournament. Indy Tennis Vice President Jesse Miller and the 
club President, Jonathan Scott made the presentation to the Indiana AIDS Fund.

Hike: Dayton’s Moving Men are back and going to the Cox Arboretum in Metro Park 
at 1 p.m. on the 9th of February for an outing. Information at www.movingmen.org

Run - walk: The Indy Frontrunners will have a Tuesday Night (dinner) OUTing on the 
19th of February. Info at www.indyfrontrunners.org

Dodgeball: Try dodgeball in the city which has the area’s biggest reputation for the 
game Tuesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. at the House of Ruth in Louisville. Check the Louis-
ville Gay Athletic Association website for details. www.louisvillegayathleticassociation.
com

Skiing: Don’t miss the QUAC Salt Lake City “Ski and Swim” event 15th-17th February. 
Details at quacquac.org or ilga.org. Delta goes non-stop from Indianapolis to Salt Lake 
City (and other Midwest cities) or take Frontier or Southwest via Denver. The Wasatch 
mountains are just minutes from the city and the pool is in a cute neighbourhood 
called Sugar House. Don’t miss a stop at refurbished Trolley Square (www.trolleys-
quare.com) and stop by to hear the famous choir or organ while you’re in town, too. 
It’s worth a visit.

Swim: Vancouver B.C.’s English Bay Swim Club “Love to Swim Classic” is 24th Febru-
ary. Visit www.igla.org for details or for a swim club a bit closer to home. Also check 
out www.usms.org for places to swim.

If you want to get out of town for a winter break, here are some destinations with 
great sports clubs you can drop in on while you are on the road:

Chicago: Try the Smelts Swim Team practice at 9 a.m. Saturdays at the Gill Park Pool 
on Sheridan Avenue just north of the Halstead. Stay at the Days Inn (CTA Diversey L 
station on the Brown Line) for under a $100 and use the LA Fitness next door for free. 
Of course if you want something a bit more upscale, hit Priceline and name your own 
price. Downtown Chicago often has closeout rooms from $75 a night in some pretty 
snazzy digs.

Montreal: Swim Saturdays at 5 p.m. with the Au Contre Courant swim club. Stay 
the Hotel Le St. Andre (for around $74 Canadian). Enjoy the French food and great 
Quebec cheeses. Shop and eat at the underground walkways (Metro Peel). Everything 
is undergound so you can (almost) leave your jacket at the hotel. Join the Sentiers 
(an outdoors group) for a ski trip (Plein Air Hors Sentiers) or take the bus up to Mt. 
Tremblant for a day of skiing from the Central Bus Station. Quebec is a must if you 
like Winter sports. (And don’t forget to see the ice hotel and sculptures at the Parc Jean 
Drapeau in Montreal (Metro Yellow Line).

Palm Springs: Palm Springs is a great destination for escaping the frigid Midwest. 
The city hosts the Softball Winter Classic (www.pswinterclassic.com) which starts 8th 
February. Also, be sure and swim in the city’s Olympic size outdoor pool ($5 or so) 
while on your holiday. Stay at the Ace Hotel with the urban hipsters (or the very nice 
mid-town Motel 6 across the street for a third of the price).

Either way, have your coffee at Kawfee Talk a block away. The Frontrunners (mostly 
walkers) meet daily at 8:30 a.m. at the Mizzel Centre Parking Lot. Hike with the Great 
Outdoor Adventure hiking club to somewhere like Palm Canyon, below. Modernism 
Week starts 14th February and celebrates the city’s unique residential architecture.

San Fran-
cisco: Run or 
walk with the 
Frontrunners 
Saturdays at 9 
a.m. at Stow 
Lake Boathouse 
in Golden Gate 
Park. Take the 
ferry to Angel 
Island or Alc-
atraz for a hike 
or tour. Take a 
hike with the 
San Francisco 
Hiking Club 
(www.sfhiking-
club.org) or the 
GLS Sierrans 
(www.sierra-
club.org) and 
enjoy the Gold-
en Gate Rec-
reation Area, 
Muir Woods, 
and Santa Cruz 
while you are 
there. Swim at a 
Tsunami Swim 
Club workout. 
The hills are 
emerald green 
this month 
and the Spring 
wildflowers 
are starting to 
bloom as are 
the Acacias and 
cherry trees

The Becks is a handy choice in the Upper Market area with rooms from around $99 
(phone 415/621.8212). Take the historic F Line street cars in front down Market Street 
to Fisherman’s Wharf. And be sure and tell the locals what rents are back home not 
to mention our uber low housing prices. Yes, I know, paradise is worth more, but not 
$2,600 per month for a one bedroom apartment.

That’s enough ideas to take your mind off a cold and gray Midwest Winter day, unless 
of course you love them as my editor does! As always, mention of a club, person, or 
event does not imply sexual orientation. And get a physical before pursuing one of the 
fitness activities.
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Sheila's 
Column

By Sheila Suess Kennedy

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The Region, 
Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything Else Would Be A 

Wrong Number! 317/725.8840

It isn’t news that advocates of equal rights for gay, lesbian, bi & trans folks are winning 
the culture wars, although the speed with which attitudes — and laws — are changing 
has been impressive. 

What is news, however, is a dramatic reduction in resentment and resistance being 
expressed by the holdouts — those who have been clinging ever more tightly to their 
homophobia and other certainties in the face of social and cultural change. You know 
who I mean: the folks at NOM (the National Organisation for (Heterosexual) Mar-
riage), the American Family Association and similar extremist groups. They carry on, 
but they know they’ve lost. James Dobson and Maggie Gallagher have each recently 
conceded as much. (In case you missed it, check out Rick Sutton’s column on Page Four 
to see his insights into Maggie’s rant — Editor.)

The most fervent and fevered haters, the holdouts, are disproportionately older, white, 
theologically conservative Christian, Republican and male. Geographically, the data 
suggests they live mostly in rural areas, and in the South. They are the voters to whom 
Rick Santorum and Michelle Bachmann appeal; the voters who make up the Republi-
can base and can be counted on to vote in the primaries.

A recent political insiders poll conducted by The National Journal suggests that even 
among that group it’s over. The fever has broken. The poll asked operatives of both 
political parties the following question: 

Which statement comes closest to your political views on gay marriage? 

  —My party should support it

  —My party should oppose it

  —My party should avoid the issue

  —Other

The Democrats, predictably, were strongly — overwhelmingly — in favour of having 
their party support same-sex marriage. Ninety-seven percent chose the first option, 
and zero percent chose the second. Two percent said “avoid the issue.” 

The response of the Republican insiders was less predictable — and for that reason, 
much more encouraging. Twenty-seven percent said that the GOP should support mar-
riage equality; eleven percent said oppose; and a whopping forty-eight percent recom-
mended avoiding the issue entirely. 

The sentiments of those who counselled avoidance were summed up by the comment 
of one of those polled. “The lines have been drawn on this. Such a polarizing topic, 
and given other pressing issues, this is a red herring with dynamite taped to its back. 
No good can come from messing with it.”

Now I’ll grant you, this is hardly an embrace of the notion that gay, lesbian, bi & trans 
people are entitled to be treated equally under the law. But in all fairness, the poll 
wasn’t asking for personal opinions — it was asking operatives presumed to be politi-
cally savvy for their political advice and for their opinion of the position most likely to 
win votes for the party. 

That’s what makes the results so encouraging. These responses are recognition by pro-
fessional politicians that gay-bashing and homophobia can no longer provide political 
advantage. Instead, appeals to bigotry have become toxic. Unlike the election in 2004, 
appeals to fear of the “other” and attacks on “the homosexual agenda” no longer bring 
out the voters and help the party eke out narrow victories. Quite the contrary.

The comments by the Democrats who were polled underscored the reversal. As one 
responder put it, “Marriage equality is a vote-getter for the Democrats and a vote-loser 
for the party of the last century, the Republicans.”

Even the party of the last century is finally figuring that out.
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If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! 
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Jill A. Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine Shoppe

Jill’s
Swill

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Wine By The Numbers. It was all about the numbers when I judged the 2013 San 
Francisco Chronicle (SFC) Wine Competition in California the first week of January.

5500 entries. 60 judges. 27 degrees in the morning. And winning wines that were in 
the price range UNDER $20. OK, three are a wee bit more, but worth the price.  An-
other good reason to seek and find wines that win medals in wine competitions rather 
than just relying on a wine critic whose tastes might not be similar to yours and thus a 
wine they give a 92 and think is outstanding, you may hate. MORE numbers!

I spent the week in charming Cloverdale, California, a town that reminds me of the TV 
series Northern Exposure. 

Day one started with a red carpet welcome for the judges. Literally. This contest 
started in 1970 as a small competition among local wineries. This year it once again 
racked up an impressive number of entries from all over the United States so our 
hosts decided to roll out the red carpet with a glass of bubbly to welcome us. 

My panel of three judged over 100 Chardonnays and Pinot Noirs on day one and just 
a few more Chardonnays and Zinfandels on day two. Day three judging involved 64 
Pinot Grigios and 43 ports. SPITTING is the key to survival by day but savouring is 
the theme of the night.

Day one, Tuesday, is always a grand day. From the red carpet welcome to the home 
made lunches to the easy going extra tasty BBQ dinner held at SFC Organiser Bob 
Fraser’s home. It’s always my favourite day. BBQ’d oysters filled with butter and 
chopped garlic were happily slurped and an array of wines were offered for judges to 
sample and SWALLOW with dinner that nite. Tri tip steak, salad, potatoes, bread and 
a decadent caramel apple pie ( I am STILL swooning from that slice of heaven!) were 
on the menu along with time to relax and talk with fellow judges from all over the 
country. 

These are friends and colleagues I have known for almost 13 years so we couldn’t let 
the nite end after the meal. We headed to the La Hacienda, a Mexican restaurant in 
Cloverdale that is a real hole in the wall with outstanding margaritas and platters of 
nachos, where we raised glasses in cheers to the years of friendship. 

Each morning I awoke early and took a mind-calming walk thru the town that is 
nestled among mountains, creeks and rivers. The smells of wild growing lavender, 
sage, olive and citrus trees fill the air as the morning fog creeps in. It is a visual and 
aromatic uplifting way to start your day.

Day two’s evening outing was the annual winemakers dinner, hosted this year by 
DeLoach. This well-known winery was bought several years ago by the Boisset Family 
of Burgundy, France. The Boissets own dozens and dozens of wineries in France and 
with many new acquisitions in California they are creating a true world wine empire. 
43-year-old Jean Charles Boisset is the ring leader of the Boisset wine circus which 
features wines in all price ranges and styles. 

De Loach Winery in Sonoma County has a storied and rich history creating outstand-
ing wines for years while owned by Cecil De Loach. Boisset bought the property in 
2004 and started ripping up the vineyards to make them all biodynamic. This system 
relies on the cycles of nature and requires certification from the Demeter group. It’s a 
big endeavour but nothing is too big for the Boisset clan. 

Jean Charles welcomed us to the barrel room with bubbles, appetisers and a Burgun-
dian style “clapping song” that probably made more sense once one had consumed 
several glasses of wine but was all in good fun. 

We left the barrel room and went into the newly designed guest house, which is more 
like a guest manor. Floor-to-ceiling windows and tables set with multiple glasses and 
candles created a warm, inviting, elegant atmosphere for the food and wine to come. 

Wines sampled included the JCB 21 Cremant Bourgogne — a crisp, rich bubbly. The 
JCB Chardonnay — oaky and buttery. Raymond Napa Valley Reserve Chardonnay 
— lush and rich. Raymond Napa Valley Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon — fruity and 

smooth. Buena Vista “The Count” — an easy drinking red blend. DeLoach O.F.S. Pinot 
Noir — earthy and young. And the JCB 3 Pinot Noir — a pricey mix of old and new 
world style.

The menu included a Sting Ray Ballotinne (a fancy name for a cold layered fish dish), 
fingerling potato salad, Buffalo cheeks and venison loin (!!) with truffle sauce, celeriac 
mashed potatoes, farro with wild mushrooms and a cold hazelnut souffle opera cake.  

Our judges reunion continued that night when we got back to the hotel and a dozen 
“wine geeks” gathered to share more conversation and stories, plus some harmonica 
and guitar playing. And wine. The SFC folks give each judge a “goody bag” when we 
arrive. Inside is a bottle of wine and an assortment of salty and sweet snacks to keep 
our energy up during the week ( the blueberry-pomegranate KIND bar is SO tasty). So 
each of us brought our bottle, opened it and shared. 

Day three was bittersweet. I would leave early the next morning and thus miss the 
final round of sweepstakes judging so I had to say goodbye early to my wine judging 
friends. That night I dined in one of the many new and exciting restaurants (Scopa) in 
nearby Healdsburg with a dear California friend. My glass of Italian white wine and a 
plate of perfectly grilled, tender, smoky Calamari on a bed of fresh arugula and white 
beans with a lemon-olive oil dressing made for a divine ending to my week of wine, 
food and friends. 

Oh wait. I WAS there to work. And we did award many deserving wines. See the entire 
list including the sweepstakes winners under $20 and available in Indiana and the 
Midwest at www.winejudging.com 
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March 9, 2013

Top of the Market 
32 Webster Street 
Dayton, Ohio  45402

6:00 pm

Take part in the most wildly successful  

and exciting fundraiser we know as we throw a 

10 year birthday party that you’ll not want to miss! 

From multiple entertainers to fabulous silent and live  

auction items, this event will be one  

for the history books.              

Tickets for Benefit Musicale  5 may be purchased from any chorus  
member, or via our website.  And of course, at the door. 

cost:  $60.00 individual tickets    $600.00 table of ten
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HIV/STD testing
always free. always confidential.

Know your 
status

Know you’re in

control|
Joseph F. Miller Testing Center

26 N Arsenal Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46201

Monday - Friday 

(call or go online for Saturday hours)

317.632.0123 or damien.org
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See You at IOZZO’S 
946 S Meridian St 
Indianapolis, IN  
317-974-1100 
www.iozzos.com 

Happy Hour at 
I O Z Z O ‘ S 

Half Price Appetizers Mon-Thur  
3pm-6pm in the Bar or Courtyard 

 

Choose From These Selections 
Bruschetta $3.5 
Basil Cheese Garlic Bread $4 
Meatball Martini $4 
Stuffed Mushrooms $5.5 
Calamari Fritti $5 
Toasted Ravioli $4.5 
ZoZo Crispy Shrimp $5 

Weekday Drink Specials 
Available All Day 

 

Monday 
Half Price Carafes of House Wine 

Tuesday 
25% Off Bottles of Wine 

Wednesday 
50% Off Glasses of Wine 

Thursday 
$5 Martinis 
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Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Medical 
Matters

Please note... 
To keep our lawyers happy, be advised that the recommendations 
which are contained in this column are suggestions, but are not to be 
taken as medical advice. Always consult your physician or a healthcare 
professional before undertaking any physical fitness or other exercise 
programme.

So you took our advice and got a flu shot last Fall, but now you feel those old, familiar 
symptoms creeping up anyway?

The bad news is that there’s what we are told is a late strain of flu which the Centres 
for Disease Control (CDC) and flu serum manufacturers were not prepared for and  
did not add to this year’s vaccines. It’s a strain which is hitting a lot of folks in the 
Midwest right now. A late strain means not one of the ones which were specifically 
targeted in the 2012-13 flu vaccine — the vaccine which was ordered months ago and 
the composition of which was based upon what was sickening us a year ago.

Remember that flu vaccines can only do so much, and like the weather bureau, they 
are essentially a forecast...a best guess by the researchers, CDC, university scholars 
and medical professionals world-wide of what will be hitting us months away. Most 
years they get it pretty much right on, but some — and this is one — they hit 85% leav-
ing a few of us coughing, feverish or achy with a brand of flu which mutated late or 
didn’t get included in the planning.

But before you assume getting that flu jab last Autumn was a waste, think again. 
Health professionals we spoke with said not only was this year’s vaccine mostly ef-
fective, but that getting the shot for a closely-related strain of flu can and will often 
shorten both the time and severity of the odd one you might get.

doctor soon enough there are even medications which, while they can’t cure flu, will 
shorten the length and severity of a case. “But those only work if you get in to see us 
within 48 hours after the first symptom!” one nurse practitioner reminded us.

Finally there’s the majority of readers who either didn’t feel like or want to get a flu jab 
this year, which begs the question: Am I too late? The answer is a resounding “NO!” 
because the flu season generally remains with us until March or even later some years. 
Any protection you get (even now) is beneficial. Keep in mind that a flu jab will take 
2-3 weeks to reach maximum effectiveness if you do decide to get one, so if you’ve 
waited this long, wait no longer if you plan to get any benefit before Spring arrives.

And one last tip every doctor, nurse and pharmacist we consulted for this article gave 
us: If you want the best protection against colds and flu this or any time, wash your 
hands. Simple soap, hot water and washing them for 20-30 seconds after using the 
bathroom, before meals and after being out touching items which can harbour germs 
will work wonders. Keep your fingers out of your mouth, nose and eyes, too, as that’s 
how viruses enter your body.

Stay well and enjoy the rest of Winter!

So what if you get it?

Most of the old rem-
edies still will help 
— you know the ones: 
extra sleep, aspirin, 
Tylenol or Advil for the 
fever and fluids.

But this year they are 
also emphasising an 
additional caveat: If 
you are sick, stay home. 
That’s right. No mat-
ter how much the boss 
or school whines and 
bitches, do not go in if 
you are sick because 
that’s how the flu is 
spread and this year’s 
extra strain seems to be 
one of the easiest to get 
and the hardest to get 
rid of.

If the boss whines remind him or her that it’s better for you to be away a few days than 
to come in and infect the whole office, restaurant or store staff, not to mention the 
customers.

You’ll also need to use extra care this year to watch for complications. We took partner 
Ivan to the doc in the box recently when he was laid low with flu and while the nurse 
practitioner was none-too-pleased with his 102 fever and raspy throat, she was more 
alarmed with his clogged chest. She went on to say she’d sent four people of the 60 
who’d turned up the weekend before straight to accident & emergency at the hospital 
because they were over the line and had pneumonia.

And don’t think that won’t happen to you. One of the Midwest’s best-known drag stars 
spent part of her New Year’s week in bed with pneumonia as did the owner of one of 
Indianapolis’ gay clubs. This year’s flu is nothing to play around with!

So what are the signs and symptoms? “The usuals” is the best answer as two doctors 
we spoke with said fever over 101, achy everything, and there’s a stomach and respira-
tory version both out there, too. One can result in things happening at either or both 
ends, while the other makes breathing feel like you are doing it through a sock in your 
throat or with a weight on your chest. 

All the folks we spoke with said if flu hits to consult your doctor or go to one of the 
convenient clinics because acting fast can keep you out of hospital. If you get to the 

FEEL ALL THE STRESS & TENSION
MELT FROM YOUR BODY

UNDER THE HANDS
OF A NATIONALLY-CERTIFIED

MASSAGE THERAPIST

 INCREDIBLE 
90 Minute MASSAGE 

FOR JUST $75
CLINIC LOCATED On East 86th Street In The Nora Area

CALL RON AT
(317) 902-2796

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
WITH QUALITY MASSAGE!

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
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Pride 2013 will feature appearances by cinema icons Christine Vachon and Brenda 
Webb, flash mob “happenings,” and a mass gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender wed-
ding. The festival’s theme, “Your Story, Our History” focuses on the past, present, and 
the future of the gay and lesbian community and gay and lesbian film.

Throughout the festival weekend, spontaneous re-enactments of key moments from 
gay and lesbian history will occur, telling stories from gay and lesbian perspectives. 
Each flash mob happening will also include a clue that audience members can identify 
and note for a chance to win a special prize. 

A new and exciting feature this year, and something that makes this Pride Film Fes-
tival unique, is a gay and lesbian flash mob wedding on Thursday, 31st January. The 
Pride festival offers an opportunity for individuals to make a statement by renewing 
their vows, popping the question or simply standing up in a history-making moment. 

Another highlight of the festival is its annual competition, the Pride Video Shoot Out. 
The Video Shoot Out allows local and amateur filmmakers to tell their own stories in a 
short film made in the week immediately prior to the festival.

All this and parties, get-togethers, films and fun for all. Don’t miss the Pride Film Festi-
val in Bloomington, 31st January to 3rd February. 

For more information, visit http://pridefilmfestival.org or www.buskirkchumley.org

— Bill Elliott.

Pride Film Fest
Continued From The Front Page

Around 
Town

BOY SCOUT COUNCIL APPROVES GAY SCOUT’S EAGLE AWARD APPLICATION

SAN FRANCISCO—The Mount Diablo-Silverado Boy Scout Council has approved a 
gay Scout’s Eagle application after more than 460,000 people joined his mother’s cam-
paign on Change.org, despite the Boy Scouts of America’s anti-gay policy. 

Karen Andresen launched her campaign urging the Boy Scouts to award her son, 
18-year-old Ryan Andresen, the rank of Eagle Scout after Ryan’s Scoutmaster refused 
to sign the Eagle application because of Ryan’s sexual orientation. In December local 
Boy Scout leaders granted Ryan an official Eagle Board of Review, and submitted their 
recommendation of approval to the Mt. Diablo-Silverado Council. Ryan’s application 
for Eagle Scout, the Boy Scouts of America’s highest rank, will now be forwarded to 
the national organisation for final approval.

Approval from the Eagle Board of Review overrides Ryan’s Scoutmaster at Troop 212, 
Rainer Del Valle, who still hasn’t contacted the Andresen family or issued a statement 
about his refusal to sign Ryan’s application. Ryan had completed all of the require-
ments for his Eagle Scout Award while still a member of BSA and before his 18th 
birthday, including a capstone project where he worked with a local middle school to 
build a permanent “Tolerance Wall” to raise awareness about bullying.

“I want other gay Scouts to know, especially those who are hiding who they really are, 
that this win is for you. Thank you to everyone who joined my mom’s campaign. Your 
signatures made this possible,” said Ryan Andresen. 

“It’s been a wild and exhausting ride. I’m really looking forward to life getting back to 
normal, and to being able to focus on my final year of high school and completing my 
college applications.”

KINSEY ISSUES CALL FOR ARTWORKS TO BE SHOWN THIS SUMMER 

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—The Kinsey Institute is now accepting submissions from 
artists creating visual artworks relating to human sexual behaviour, gender and/or 
reproduction for its 8th annual juried art show later this year. 

Online galleries of the previous seven exhibits can be viewed at http://www.kinsey-
institute.org/services/pastexhibits.html.

For more information about the Juried Art Show 2013 or The Kinsey Institute 
visit their website (http://www.kinseyinstitute.org/index.html), or contact the Kin-
sey Institute at kiart@indiana.edu or 812/855.7686. 
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DAYTON—The Dayton Gay Men’s Chorus (DGMC) will hold their annual event, 
Benefit Musicale V, Saturday 9th March at Top of the Market, 32 Webster Street, 
Dayton. Tickets may be purchased online at www.daytongaymenschorus.org or 
from any chorus member. General admission is $60 with VIP reserved tables 
available for $1,000.

Celebrating 10 years of performances and outreach in the community to provide 
a gay affirming presence in the Greater Miami Valley, this year’s benefit promises 
to be the largest and most anticipated event to date, organisers said.

The DGMC will offer their classic and wildly entertaining vocal performances 
during the evening and will this year be joined once again by the incomparable 
Rubi Girls, who have been providing entertainment to thousands in the Midwest 
for years and continue to be shining stars in the Greater Dayton area, drawing 
crowds from all over at each performance. 

Benefit Musicale 
Set By Dayton’s 

Gay Men’s Chorus

In celebration of their 10 year an-
niversary season, entitled “TEN: 
Then and Now”, the chorus is 
pleased to announce its new 
venue as well for this year — Top 
of the Market.  

“Dipping deep into the rich his-
tory of Downtown Dayton, Top 

of the Market exists as a premier venue in Dayton, standing as a fully renovated 
train station, offering an atmosphere you simply will not find anywhere else.

From fine food and drink, a lively atmosphere fit for any birthday party and 
entertainment to die for, the evening will be surrounded by opportunities to take 
part in big cash drawings, bid on local artisan treasures and donations, as well as 
a multitude of other silent auction items.  

“Finally the evening will draw to a close with the live auction stylings of nation-
ally recognised auctioneer Doug Sorrell with the chance to bid on trips such as, 
a ski trip for two to Alberta, Canada, a Celebrity Cruise to Alaska or Bermuda, 
a shopping get-away to Bloomingdales in New York City, a New Orleans jazz & 
dining experience with Renaissance Pere Marquette and even a trip to Television’s 
2013 Primetime Emmy Awards Show in Los Angeles with seating on the mezza-
nine Level. All trips include airfare,” chorus President David Moyer told The Word 
recently.

The DGMC was organised in 2003, under the leadership and guidance of former 
Managing Director Fred Poland who also set the chorus in motion for success by 
accomplishing 501(C)3 non-profit status, drafting the chorus’s by-laws and consti-
tution and developing the infrastructure and standards for the chorus to follow.  

Local and regional appearances have included the community-based Dayton 
Lesbian, Gay, Bi & Trans Centre’s annual Thanksgiving dinner, United Church 
of Christ, First Baptist Church, Christ Episcopal Church of Springfield, Parents, 
Friends and Families of Lesbians and Gays’ (P-FLAG) annual holiday gathering, 
Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Miamisburg, the Community Holiday Home Tour 
in McPherson Town and the Downtown Dayton Holiday Festival and Tree Light-
ing.  

“These community outreach performances help the DGMC achieve its vision to 
offer a broad repertoire of music in a variety of visible and accessible venues, 
to forge active community partnerships, and to educate the community at large 
about the value of diversity,” Moyer noted.

To learn more about the chorus, as well as their varied annual perfomance sched-
ule and how you can become involved as either a performer, supporter or donor 
visit  www.daytongaymenschorus.org or find the Dayton Gay Men’s Chorus on 
Facebook and “friend” them. 
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employment, housing, and public accommodations based upon a person’s actual or 
perceived sexual orientation and gender identity, received support from three of the 
city’s four-member commission and Mayor Johnny Cummings. 

Tiny Eastern Kentucky Town 
Becomes Leader In Fairness
As Ordinance Passes Council

Continued From The Front Page 

Vicco joins three 
other cities in the 
commonwealth with 
anti-discrimination 
Fairness protections: 
Covington, which 
passed an ordinance 
in 2003, Lexing-
ton, and Louisville, 
which both approved 
laws in 1999. 

Situated in the 
southern tip of Perry 
County (whose coun-
ty seat is Hazard) 
in the Appalachian 
mountain region, 
Vicco was incorpo-
rated in 1964 and currently boasts a population of 334 residents, according to 2010 
U.S. Census data. It is nestled in the heart of coal country and was originally named 
for Virginia Iron Coal and Coke Company, a large land business still operating in the 

* Vicco

region.

“Vicco is a commu-
nity that believes all 
folks should be treated 
fairly,” shared Vicco 
City Attorney Eric 

Ashley. “We believe 
everyone deserves 
the opportunity 

for life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. 
Fairness is a Kentucky 
value, a Vicco value and 
one of our most Ameri-
can values.”

Vicco’s passage of a Fairness law comes on the heels of several other Kentucky com-
munities’ movements towards anti-discrimination protections through work with 
the Fairness Coalition of the American Civil Liberties Union of Kentucky (ACLU-
KY), Fairness Campaign, Kentucky Commission on Human Rights, Kentucky Fair-
ness Alliance, and Lexington Fairness. 

In November, grassroots movements for Fairness began in Bowling Green, Eliza-
bethtown and Shelbyville, joining those already underway in Berea and Richmond, 
but unlike tiny Vicco, none of the county commissions or city boards governing 
those cities have yet shown the courage to do the right thing by passing a Fairness 
ordinance.

According to a 2010 survey by The Schapiro Group 83% of Kentuckians support 
anti-discrimination Fairness protections, which have been proposed in the Ken-
tucky General Assembly for more than ten years without debate. 

Lexington Senator Kathy Stein has introduced Statewide Fairness Senate Bill 28 in 
the 2013 legislative session. 

Louisville Representative Mary Lou Marzian will introduce an identical bill in the 
House along with an anti-bullying/harassment law for Kentucky schools. 

Fairness supporters from all across the commonwealth will rally at the Capitol in 
Frankfort Wednesday, 20th February.

Who do you know that would  
be interested in getting their  
name & message in the sky?

Don’t let  
our new 
balloon  

fly naked.

In the last three years our balloons have flown 100-plus flights per year  
all in the immediate area including right over downtown Indy.

So if you know of any company looking for something truly unique  
to add to their marketing strategy, please pass on their information  

to us or pass our information to them. 

Please email us for program pricing, balloon design images  
or any other questions you may have.

BTW…All referrals given will be entered into a drawing for some  
very cool prizes, email us for details…

P.S.  Are you interested in booking a hot air balloon ride?  
Check out our website www.midwestballoonrides.com.

For more information contact:
Tony Sandlin

tony@midwestballoonrides.com
Midwest Balloon Rides

7 Launch Way  •  Fishers, IN 46038
O:  317.863.0318  •  C:  317.414.0148

Midwest Balloon Rides is offering  
a very unique opportunity  

to 8 partners in the  
Indianapolis area.
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Fun Start To Year @ 501

The whole crew was out to 
celebrate the start of 2013 at 
Indianapolis’ 501 Eagle and 
from the looks of things, they 
were all having fun, too!
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Cincinnati Centre 
Holds ‘13 Election
CINCINNATI—Rusty Lockett has been elected to lead the Gay, Lesbian, Bi & Trans Centre 
of Cincinnati towards its 20th Anniversary in 2013, assisted by John Maddux as vice presi-
dent.

Joining the leadership team, the Centre congratulates two newcomers to the Board: Han-
nah Smith, Treasurer, and Ashley Brazil, as Secretary.

The year 2012 was an exciting one for the Centre with the complete interior/exterior up-
date of the group’s home at 4119 Hamilton Avenue in Northside. There were also a number 
of new programmes along with increased numbers of guests accessing the group via the 
web, phone or visiting the Centre for information.

The annual elections were held recently with all board terms for two years, with the execu-
tive board positions (president, vice president, treasurer and secretary) being elected by the 
new board for one year.

Hannah Smith will replace Michael Chanak as treasurer during his last year on the board 
(2013, due to term limits). Chanak will function as “board-member-at-large” and train 
Hannah and others to ensure continuity of the group’s finances and internal systems. Crys-
tal Loomis, also an at-large board member, was not up for election.

Hannah came to the Centre as a volunteer over six months ago, joined shortly thereafter by 
Ashley Brazil. Hannah became the group’s volunteer coordinator in September when Toby 
Martino, former coordinator and board member, relocated to Northwestern Ohio.

Hannah is 22 years old, a Westsider and a May 2012 graduate of College of Mount St. Jo-
seph with a double major in English and communications. She works as offer coordinator 
at Penklor, a real investment company. 

Ashley, originally from Northern California, moved in September 2011 to attend graduate 
school at UC. She expects to graduate in April 2013.

Leaving the board following their terms were Denise Taylor, a foster parent, member of 
Muse, and social worker who served as clerk for the past two years and Bill Abney, board-
member-at-large for 2012, and a social worker as well for Hamilton County. 

Denise, Bill and Toby Martino all were awarded an appreciation trophy for their service to 
the Centre and the community. Both Bill and Denise will continue as “volunteers” at the 
Centre as well. Bill has volunteered in one role or another for 12 years and both Denise and 
Bill will continue staffing the front desk some evenings, so they will be the “faces” of the 
Centre.

Also up for consideration at the recent annual general meeting were by-law revisions. Pri-
marily, these changes streamlined the existing by-laws, allow for “use of e-mail and other 
electronic means of notification” (a form of communication that didn’t exist when the 
group was founded), changes to reduce board slots from 12 to 9 (to reflect that the Centre 
is no longer constituted of the old Coalition as of last May) and the adoption of a nominat-
ing committee. These changes were approved by those attending the meeting.

The Centre was formed nearly 20 years ago as an offshoot of the old Gay & Lesbian Coali-
tion of Greater Cincinnati to serve as a resource for the local community, a meeting space, 
and to advance the cause of equality through education, culture and recreation. The local 
group can be found online at www.cincyglbt.com

 INDIANAPOLIS—Eight members of the Pride of Indy represented Indianapolis in 
2013 Inaugural Parade held in Washington, D.C. 21st January. Shown in the photo 
are, Front Row from left - Travis Tester, Laura Blake, Shelly Snider, Bill Leschorn; and 
Back Row from left  - H.R. Jung, Dan Johnson, Sam Cantor, Seth Williams.

Eight Pride Band 
Musicians March 
At D.C. Inaugural

The local delegation was part of the The Lesbian and Gay Band Association (LGBA), 
a musical organisation comprised of marching and concert bands from across the 
United States and around the world, which chose the local musicians from more than 
2,800 bands to perform for President-elect Barack Obama and Vice President-elect 
Joseph Biden during the Presidential Inaugural Parade. The LGBA is the only lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender group in history to be invited to march in a Presidential 
Inaugural Parade, with their first appearance in 2009.

The LGBA received more than 30 letters of support from senators, congressmen and 
local representatives throughout the United States. Senator Al Franken noted,  “This 
band truly represents a broad swath of our country from sea to shining sea and their 
presence in the Inaugural Parade will provide a powerful image of the gay, lesbian, bi 
& trans community for all to see.” 

Locally the effort was supported by a letter from Indianapolis City-County Councilman 
Zach Adamson.

When asked for his support during the Inaugural Parade application process, Arizona 
Senator Ed Pastor stated, “Marching bands are one of our nation’s great traditions, 
and the LGBA helps continue this legacy while representing the tremendous diversity 
of our country.” 

The 215-piece LGBA band was comprised of members of its bands, orchestras, and 
cheer squads from 27 states, joining groups from across the country as well as from 
the Armed Forces in the historic parade down Pennsylvania Avenue, which followed 
President-elect Barack Obama's swearing-in ceremony on the steps of the Capitol. 

“We were proud to represent all of Indianapolis in the parade and were marching with 
the Circle City in our hearts,” Pride of Indy President Bill Leschorn concluded.
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Neither asteroid nor polar ice melt nor solar flare 
nor gloom of the zombie apocalypse shall stay these 
musicians from the completion of their assigned parts.
If you survived the end of the world, Come Out and Play with the Pride of Indy Bands.

PR
ID

E OF INDY

BAN DS
For more information, visit us at 
www.prideofindy.org

Tuesday • Broadway Methodist Church • 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
609 East 29th Street, Indianapolis

Our Media Partners:

Rehearsals 
begin again 
January 8th!
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
INDIANAPOLIS—Elevation Burger recently came down to earth and landed here as one 
of the new food court anchors at Keystone at the Crossing on the north side. The upscale 
burger establishment for our money (and let’s think lots of it) could have kept on flying 
despite this being its first Midwest stop.

With locations scattered around the country (Their online map looks like they threw darts 
at a map to decide where to locate as Maine and California are coloured in, along with 
Texas, Florida and a lot of the mid-Atlantic area, but nothing in between.) the Indianapolis 
store is the first in a state which does not touch or connect to salt water.

That said, while the food court atmosphere doesn’t offer a lot to go on (though the new 
food court at Keystone is nice) prices for what one gets on the plate (er, ah, make that in 
the napkin and paper wrapper) falls far short of the likes of Bru Burger or the excellent 
Punch Burger; both downtown.

The pricing is closer to Bru than Punch and to be honest, it has plenty of elevation. We 
found that $5.29 for the burger was just too much. They also do not seem to know the 
meaning of the word “rare” which as regulars to these pages know is one of our pet 
peeves. Even our fervent request for “medium” fell on deaf employee ears. Any chance at 

extra taste, great flavour or the 
like was cooked out by a staffer 
who failed to read the request 
we’d made and man-handled 
our meat!

Add $2.69 each for the “fresh 
fries” (a highlight to be honest 
and far, far exceeded Five Guys 
in both flavour and consist-
ency) plus $1.99 each for the 
fountain drinks and the tab 
for six (two under 16 and Ivan, 
who did love his real chocolate/
banana shake) came in at a 
whopping $69.35.

Think about that: Almost $70 to 
feed the family burgers and fries — and burgers not even prepared as ordered — though 
we didn’t have time to send ‘em back for a re-do because other errands beckoned. That 
says a lot to us about why folks persist on going to places like McDonald’s, Burger King 
and even White Castle instead of the Elevation Burgers of this food universe.

While Elevation Burger touts “a philosophy” on their website and goes on and on about 
free range beef and ground on site, in our way of thinking they need to back off those 
comments and concentrate more on what one comes to a restaurant for — taste. They 
could improve what we found to be ordinary burger which really had nothing to offer over 
the Angus burger we had the week before at McDonald’s, save for an “elevated” bill.

We were also amused that the website (which we checked a day after we ate the meal, not 
before so there’s no bias here) also commented that they offer a bun “that doesn’t compete 
with the meat” in size, as well as grass-fed beef and that beef is “organic” and items are 
“sustainable.” For all their “ingredients matter” touts (including on our receipt) in truth 
taste matters more to us and any number of locations in the area offer what this reviewer 
feels is a better burger and often at less cost.

Compared even to what we feel is the overpriced burger “with garden” at Bru, Elevation 
fell flat. Hold it up next to local start-up Punch and there’s no contest. If you haven’t tried 
one of Punch Burger’s burnt cheese creations then you will not understand what we’re 
saying here. If you have, well, you immediately will “get it.”

Was there anything we liked about Elevation Burger? Honestly and sadly, despite several 
friends recommending we try it, not really. We found staff was not overly polite, burgers 
not quite on the mark and we’ve already gone on too long about the pricing. That’s sad as 
the new food court at Keystone is light, airy and makes a great break from shopping. 

But wait! Sees’ Candy just opened in there and there’s also that Subway at the mall and a 
great cafe at Nordstrom so all is not lost. We just hope Elevation Burger (which IS a great 
concept) finds their way in the Midwest before our cost- and food-conscious (especially 
when it comes to beef) consumers send them back to the coasts!

Ah February...one of our favourite months as we pussies love cold and snow so we 
can cuddle up under the electric blanket and just chill out (so to speak). Too bad we 
have such a hard time with the February column since poor Sydney can barely spell 
“February”. Poor Syd for another reason, too, since she just had a cyst removed from 
her neck, but is 99% well thanks to the folks at Southside Animal Hospital and a lot of 
TLC from Ted, Ivan & Anthony. It was non-cancerous and she’s fine, though Ted did 
have a fainting spell when he got the bill. Anyway, look for Syd to be writing for many 
years to come if she can only spell February! So what have we been hearing? First off, 
shame on several of the bar staff over at Downtown Olly’s in Indy for partying 
a bit too hearty. So hearty that we hear one of them spent the night in jail as he was 
found intoxicated in a cemetery! We could make a lot of deadly serious comments, but 
suffice to say had he not bailed out and shown up next day for work his career would 
have been, er, ah, dead! ...Speaking of dead careers, we hear another Midwest club 
owner told his promotions manager his job there was dead — not with an e-mail, 
not face-to-face, not with a call or letter, but by just leaving him off the schedule 
for the week. Seems from what we pussies found out they have had some “differences 
of opinion” as to how the establishment should be run which begs the question to the 
owner of why hire a manager if you plan to micromanage? Anyway, we hear tell the 
dude landed on his feet at (wait for it) a bath house but hey, it beats the unemploy-
ment line, right?...Dead Careers II and this time it’s a guy who had a bad month...a 
REALLY bad month. We will leave his name out, but suffice to say in one month he 
totalled his 2nd car of the past year, missed rehearsals and got asked to leave a play he 
was wanting to be in and had his cell phone fall into a bucket of water at work, need-
ing replacing. When the latter happened, we cats hear he forgot to replace his morning 
alarm, so he missed work next day and they told him not to bother comin’ back. We’d 
ask if things could get any worse, but will spare him after saying he really IS a nice guy, 
currently looking for a car, an alarm clock and work! ...Speaking of out of work, we 
hear tell friend Jess who has a major day job, but was out of work on stage as 
he’s a very cool and accomplished actor and wanted to moonlight on the boards 
again, landed a part in Naked Boys Singing which opens in Indianapolis at Thea-
tre on the Square this month. His partner Doug already had a part so it’s great since 
now they will be naked (and singing) together on stage. ...Speaking of stages (the 
kind drawn by horses), we pussies feel poor Nik at English Ivy’s might need one 
since cars ain’t workin’ out. Nik is still waiting (and waiting) for the car he bought to 
get fixed. Seems it needs a gear or differential or something complicated we cats forgot 
the name of and the guy fixing it has supposedly been doing repairs for weeks. Maybe 
us mentioning it will get the gears (or whatever) moving so he can be mobile again. 
...Speaking of mobile, someone needs to light a fire under a Louisville friend we 
shall leave nameless reminding him that when you make a date for dinner it’s 
best to show up. Is this the 6th or 7th time you have stood up old friends (not boy-
friends or dates, friends) who were supposed to have a meal with you? ...Speaking of 
standing up, we hear tell several of our cities have new places to stand up and 
boogie as new clubs are reported to be open in Cincinnati and Bloomington. As 
of presstime, we were working on a story for next issue so stay tuned and bring your 
dancin’ shoes. ...Speaking of shoes, good friend, former Indy boy and out member 
of the community David Doane has not been standing still in his shoes since he 
moved to the UK a few years back. He’s done the college thing, we hear tell has a hot 
new man he spent the holidays with and he and his “team” have started Hungry Planet 
Games. Their first demo is online (free) at http://hungryplanetgames.com so go look it 
up and play. Be sure to rate it (as it’s still a beta) and note the humour everywhere on 
the website. Do be warned that sadly so far it only works on pc, so we Mac users will 
just have to be patient. Cats have nine lives, so we got plenty of time! ...Speaking of 
time, it’s now if you ain’t had a flu shot as it seems many of this column’s friends 
and our owners either got the epizootic (what Ted’s grandpa who lived through 
the Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918 called any flu) or they have it now. We know 
good friend and Edward D. Jones broker and advertiser Mike took ill along with his 
kids over the holidays, owner Ivan had the “throat and chest thing” just before New 
Year’s, owner Anthony had the projectile vomiting version, Asia LaBouche performed 
New Year’s Eve not feeling her best and went home to find out she had pneumonia 
and the same fate befell Margie Camden, co-owner of Indy’s 501 Eagle in January. Oh, 
and word just in that columnist Matt will be late as he has been suffering one of the 
flus goin’ around, too! And finally, while we are on get well wishes, a big “glad you are 
recovering” to columnist Rick Sutton who missed the whole of the holidays after find-
ing he had stage two cancer. Not a nice Christmas gift at all, but he says he’s been given 
an all-clear since they got it fast and early so look for many, many more of his columns. 
And for you Valentines that’s February’s news. Love you all! Meow!
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