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Toolbox Hopes To Hammer Out Gay 
& Straight Business In Broad Ripple

The Region Celebrates!

Wedding, Flash Mobs & More 
@ Bloomington Pride Film Fest

INDIANAPOLIS—What happens when a local couple in a long-time relationship want to ham-
mer out their own place in the business world because they are tired of grinding hours working 
for others and wanna just say screw it so they can nail down something that’s all their own?

Continune On Page 58

All over the 
area we’re 

celebrating 
the holidays 

and from 
these happy 

elves at 
Indy’s 

Downtown 
Olly’s to 

Evansville’s 
traditional 

TSA 
gathering 

and the 
501’s 

Naughty 
Santa our 

cameras 
have been 

out. Check 
Pages 52 & 

53 for more 
photos and 

Happy New 
Year to all!

By Bill Elliott / For The Word

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—The Bloomington Pride Film Festival, a fun-filled annual extravaganza 
showcasing the best in gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender film, will run from 31st Janu-
ary through 3rd February and will feature appearances by cinema icons Christine Vachon and 
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Now	  3	  Indianapolis	  loca/ons	  to	  serve	  your	  beverage	  needs
Downtown	  –	  25	  N.	  Pennsylvania	  St.

Midtown	  North	  –	  5341	  N.	  Keystone	  Ave.
Northwest	  –	  2342	  W.	  86th	  St.

Shop	  us	  on	  the	  web:	  	  www.KahnsFineWines.com
Open	  for	  you…

9am	  -‐	  9pm	  Mon	  –	  Thurs
9am	  –	  10pm	  Fri	  –	  Sat	  

The Big Champagne Sale!
Kahn’s not only has Indy’s largest selection of Bubbly…but at poppin’ great prices!

	  

Ad	  prices	  expire	  December	  31st,	  2012.

Bowl	  Game	  Brew
Indiana’s	  Largest	  Beer	  Selec2on	  

Now	  over	  1100	  in	  stock!	  	  
New	  micros	  arriving	  every	  day!

Hot	  Sale	  Prices!

The	  Champagnes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  List	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NOW	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Case
Moet	  “Dom	  Perignon”	  2002	   $149.99	   $119.99	   $718.00(6)

Veuve	  Clicqout	  Rose’	  Brut	  NV	   79.99	   59.99	   654.00
Veuve	  Clicquot	  Yellow	  Label	  Brut	  NV	   59.99	   44.99	   538.00
Moet	  &	  Chandon	  Imperial	  NV	   49.99	   32.99	   196.00(6)

Nicolas	  Feuillade	  Blue	  Label	  Brut	  NV	   39.99	   25.99	   310.00
Argyle	  Brut	  2007	   28.99	   18.99	   222.00
Roederer	  Estate	   22.99	   15.99	   189.00
Ricossa	  Moscato	  d’Asf	  2011	   18.99	   12.99	   150.00
Gruet	  Brut,	  Brut	  Rose,	  or	  Blanc	  de	  Noir	   16.99	   12.99	   146.00
Riondo	  Prosecco	  NV	   14.99	   10.99	   129.00
Segura	  Viudas	  Cava	  Brut,	  X-‐Dry,	  or	  Rose’	   11.49	   7.99	   94.00
Freixenet	  Cordon	  Negro	  Brut	  “1.5”	  Mag	   19.99	   12.99	   76.50

Your	  one	  stop	  shop	  for
New	  Years	  Cocktails!

Kahn’s	  has	  all	  the	  
ingredients	  to	  make	  your	  
party	  a	  huge	  success!!

Lift Spirits this New Years!
                                                                 List    Size        NOW
Buffalo Trace Bourbon 90pr  $23.99  750ml  $15.99
Weller Single Barrel 107pr        25.99 750ml     20.99
Glen Moray 12yr Single Malt 80pr    750ml      27.99
Duggan’s Dew Scotch 86pr      32.99   1.75L      24.99
Pyrat X.O. Rum 80pr                 39.99 750ml     29.99
Karkov Vodka 80pr     11.99   1.75L        9.99
Hendrick’s Gin 80pr   35.99  750ml    27.99
Sempe V.SO.P. Armagnac 80pr 36.99 750ml   29.99
Bailey’s Irish Cream 34pr         22.99   750ml  18.99
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INDIANAPOLIS—God, Gays and the 
Church: Bridges of Hope Ministries, which 
started in July 2010 and pride themselves 
on welcoming all people, has just expanded 
with a major purchase — their own build-
ing. 

Todd Simmonds of the church told The 
Word, “The Lord just made a way for us to 
purchase a church building at 1226 East 
Southern Avenue in Indianapolis. Our 
mission is to feed homeless, have a youth 
centre and a housing project for those who 
may find themselves homeless when they 
come out to their families. We also want to 
help people in ministry who may come out 
and lose their jobs in local churches. Many 
people find themselves in unusual circum-
stances when coming out and we want to 
be able to stand with people and make a 
difference. If we are not making a differ-
ence, what is our purpose?”

Simmonds noted, “I am sure by now most 
of you have heard about or seen the You-
Tube video that went viral, Ain’t no Homos 
gonna make it to Heaven.  That video was 
part of a service at Apostolic Truth Taber-
nacle, a church in Greensburg, Indiana. 
Despite the ignorance, bigotry and hatred 
shown in that video, we at Bridges of Hope 
believe it’s time the church realises that all 
churches have people from the gay, lesbian, 
bi & trans community in them. We can 
make a difference, love God and, yes, even 
make it to Heaven.”

Bridges of Hope was formed to provide a 
safe place to worship for those who adhere 
to a more Pentecostal style of praise and 
an Apostolic faith and are members of the 
community. “While we are Apostolic in 
doctrine and Pentecostal in worship, we 
welcome those from all walks of life and 
celebrate those in the gay, lesbian, bi & 
trans community. We even have a couple 
straight folks in the church! Our pastor and 
bishop is a gay ordained man who is part-
nered and our board of directors consists 
of open lesbians and gays. God can and 
does use all people at Bridges of Hope: God 
loves us ALL - just as we are. 

“Bridges of Hope Ministries is a non-profit 
organisation. If you are seeking a church 
family, friends and fellowship - we are 
here.” Services are on Sundays at 5 p.m. 
with an open Bible study with refreshments 
and discussion, followed by a brief session 
of prayer at 5.30 and worship at 6. 

For more info, photos of the old & new 
buildings and more visit their Facebook 
page at Bridges of Hope Ministries or their 
website at www.bohindy.com or contact 
Pastor Robert Stamper at 260/519.0125.

Bridges 
Of Hope 
Expands



Page 4       The Word  January 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  January 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 5 



Page 6       The Word   January 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist

Please Continue On Page 28

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2013 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               

February / Valentine
Deadline!!!

™

Tuesday 15th January
Papers On Street:  

Friday 25th January

SHIFTING ATTITUDES ON MARRIAGE DISCRIMINATION

Indiana’s erstwhile legislature is poised to consider for the final time a Marriage Dis-
crimination Amendment that could change Indiana’s Constitution forever just as voter 
attitudes are dramatically shifting away from that amendment.

House Joint Resolution 6 passed overwhelmingly in the 2011 legislature.  It would 
forever enshrine in our constitution these discriminatory words:

“Only a marriage between one (1) man and one (1) woman shall be valid or recognised 
as a marriage in Indiana. A legal status identical or substantially similar to that of 
marriage for unmarried individuals shall not be valid or recognised.”

More on the last sentence a little later. Indiana’s Constitution requires two separately-
elected legislatures to adopt an amendment, to be followed by an affirmative vote in 
a statewide voter referendum. Under the current calendar, the newly-elected Indiana 
General Assembly has two chances — the 2013 and 2014 sessions — to pass the ver-
sion which was approved in 2011 and if they do, voters would get the referendum on 
the November 2014 ballot.

The proponents were moving along swimmingly — despite stern opposition from 
civil libertarians and gay and lesbian allies. But then a freight train of public opinion 
entered the picture:

   **President Obama announced in May 2012, that he’d “evolved” on gay marriage 
equality — he’s now a full-on proponent.  

   **Four states held referenda in November 2012 — three on outright marriage equal-
ity (Maine, Maryland, Washington) and one on a similar constitutional ban on gay 
marriage (Minnesota). The good guys (and gals) won all four — an historic shift.

Now come two public opinion polls which suggest America — and Indiana — are 
ready to move on with equality and put past nonsense in our collective rear-view mir-
rors. The Pew Centre released a national poll in mid-November which showed over-
whelming favour for full gay marriage rights. No huge surprise given the 6 November 
results.  

And in mid-December, an Indiana-specific poll was released by The Bowen Centre at 
Ball State University.  In conjunction with WISH-TV News, the Bowen Centre polled 
Hoosiers on a variety of potential legislative issues. Their views on HJR-6, and full 
marriage equality:

   ** “Do you favour or oppose allowing gays and lesbians to marry legally?”  Dead-
even: 45% each. 

   ** “Do you support or oppose an amendment to the Indiana Constitution banning 
gay marriage?”  Support: 37.7%.  Oppose: 54%.  Don’t know: 8.3%

   ** Would you support or oppose allowing gays and lesbians to form a civil union 
that would give a same-sex couple the same rights and benefits as a married couple?”  
Support 55.3%. Oppose 36.9%. Don’t know 7.9%.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE TWO YEARS MAKES

Indiana Equality Action conducted a similar poll in March 2011, just before the last 
legislative vote, asking the exact same questions. At that time, the amendment lost 
narrowly. Full-marriage and civil union rights were not supported by Hoosiers.

So what changed and why?

Momentum is an unpredictable and almost unstoppable political force. Folks like to 
be on the “change” or momentum bandwagon. The historic events of 2012 — ending 
with the Supreme Court’s dramatic decision to take up two related cases — became 
lightning in a bottle. There are politicians who stay in office for four decades and 
never capture that momentum. Almost no politicians see it more than once in their 
political careers.

It’s demographics, too. I’m not privy to the political junkies’ fix — the “cross-tabs”, 
which peel apart the polled population in multiple ways, but I can guess the particu-
lars, and you can too:

Increasingly, the HJR-6 proponents are not winning businesspersons, younger people 
or moms. There are many reasons, but the younger you are, the more likely you are to 

“live and let live.” This is just not an issue with the under-30 crowd.  If you’re trying to 
handicap the prospects for HJR-6 in the coming session, how do you win a bet?

It’s a dicey proposition.  The proponents of the amendment have seven years of pent-
up demand. They are disciplined and well-organised. They’ll raise enough money to 
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FEATURES 
• Mega HDTV Wall 
• Indiana’s Best Microbrews 
• Signature Cocktails
• Taste-Tempting Menu
• Freshly Squeezed Juice

• Convenient Garage Parking 
   for just $2 with Validation
• Use Point Perks Towards Food 
   & Beverage Purchases
• Indy’s Only Off Track Betting
• FastBet Mobile Race Wagering

Food, Friends, Fun, Horseplay - A Winning Combination! 
This exciting destination features an American cuisine-inspired grille, a 21st 
Century pub featuring a one-of-a-kind LED bar top and a Las Vegas-style race 
wagering lounge - all just steps from Monument Circle. 

(317) 656-7223
HPWinnersCircle.com

Details available. Admittance to the Triple Crown Club requires a two-drink minimum and business casual attire. Must be 18 years or older to enter. Management reserves all rights. Some programs subject to change.

Downtown Indy - Just one block from Monument Circle at 
20 N. Pennsylvania between Washington and Market Streets.

HOOSIER PARK’S WINNER’S CIRCLE INTRODUCES...

A Smokin’ Good Time!

The Triple Crown Club is open to all who enjoy both a bold and 

one-of-a-kind atmosphere where no apologies are needed -  

just a smokin’ good time.
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Win a Naughty Challenger, a Nice Charger or $20,000!

HOOSIER PARK RACING & CASINO

*To celebrate the holiday, we will be closed from 3 am to 11 am Tuesday, Dec. 25. Complete details available. Must be 21 years of age or older to enter casino. Management reserves all rights. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

• Friday AND Saturday, Dec. 28 AND 29 •
Enter any time from 10 am - 9:59 pm on Friday, Dec. 28 AND 

AGAIN on Saturday, Dec. 29. At approximately 10:15 pm each 

night, one lucky guest will win their choice of a naughty Dodge 

Challenger, a nice Dodge Charger or $20,000 in cash!

Our Gift To You! 
Get 100 EXTRA ENTRIES for both 
drawings with every point you accumulate from  
6 am on Dec. 24 through 9:59 pm on Dec. 29!*

Free Tribute Performances: 

Billy Joel • Elton John • Cher • Blue Man Group

Experience the Thrills of:

 Live Tigers • Sword Swallowers • Fire Breathers • Magicians

 Plus, get married at our Little Chapel on the Terrace!
Wedding reservations required.

THE BIGGEST NYE SHOW IN INDY!

(800) 526-7223 • HoosierPark.com

$10 CHRISTMAS CASH
Present Free Play Coupon at Hoosier Park’s Club Centaur for Redemption. 

Valid Now - Dec. 25, 2012
Coupon may be combined with other offers, but cannot be doubled. Club Centaur membership required. Membership is free. One (1) coupon per person per valid period. Free Play is 

redeemable for Casino Cash, which is available on slot machines while playing and expires at midnight two (2) calendar days after redemption. Valid at Hoosier Park Racing & Casino only. 
Management reserves all rights. Must be 21 or older. Word-6120
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It’s Joyful 
and Triumphant!

Christmas Eve
Prelude with Carols, 10:30 PM

Midnight Mass, 11:00 PM

Christmas Day
Low Mass with Carols, 10:00 AM

Regular Worship Schedule
SundSunday 10 AM - Solemn Mass
Wednesday 6 PM - Low Mass

Holy Days as Announced

The Rev. E. Suzanne Wille, Rector

1559 Central Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46220

317-635-2538
allsaintsindy.org
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 

Around 
Town

Mz. Pink,

My girlfriend is an awful gift giver. We have been together for a while, but every year, every 
holiday she gives me gifts that could be for someone else. It’s like she doesn’t even know 
me. We have shopped together many times and we have talked about what I like, but she 
still gets me stuff I can’t use, don’t like or would never buy in a million years. I appreciate 
the gesture, but I get her what she wants that she can enjoy over and over, but I get crap! 
Help!

The Grinch

I’m sorry to hear about your dilemma Grinchy-poo. Here is what I recommend: tell her 
to get you a gift card to your favourite store. Tell her you really just want a shopping 
spree or the money to get your favourite stuff. Say that you have been a good girl all 
year and that is ALL you want. Keep stressing that you only want that so you can buy 
whatever you pick out. Good luck!

Mz. Pink,

My girlfriend doesn’t celebrate Christmas. How can we celebrate the holidays without me 
offending her?

Lost in the Holidays

Hello Lost! What does she do for the holidays? Find out and go with it. If she cel-
ebrates another way other than just the “Christian” version of Christmas, like Kwanza 
or Chanukah, then research how those holidays are celebrated and surprise her with 
some of those traditions. Start new traditions that mesh both of your beliefs. If she just 
doesn’t celebrate holidays, find out what she is comfortable with and go with that.

Mz. Pink, 

My girlfriend wants to have her family over for the holidays. The problem is our apart-
ment is too small. I have no room to entertain and no room for people to sit, plus my 
kitchen is tiny. She is set on having them over and I keep trying to tell her, but she insists 
that it will all work out.

Tiny Tina

Hello Tiny, I wish there was a button you could push that would make your girlfriend 
see things how they were, but you are just going to have to tell her you’re uncomfort-
able entertaining in such a tiny space. Let her know you will still do the hosting and 
cooking etc., just somewhere else. If you are close (or not) with her family, call her 
mom or someone from her family and let them know and set up other arrangements.

Mz. Pink,

My girlfriend has been hinting around that she wants a ring for the holidays, but I don’t 
think I am ready for that kind of commitment. I want to be with her, but I don’t want to 
be married right now. What gift can I give her that is similar, but not an engagement ring?

Tis’ the season to be married!

Married, I know that having a girlfriend who wants to be married can be a little scary. 
You could get her a promise ring; that is a ring that you can gift her to hold her over 
for awhile so you can decide what you want to do. Let her know the ring is a promise 
to love her and be with her and that when you are ready to be married she will be the 
first to know! She will be happy with the promise ring, because, hey it’s a ring!

Mz. Pink,

I don’t want to celebrate another holiday with my girlfriend. She is selfish and hateful and 
I just don’t want to deal with her attitude and meanness anymore. I love the spirit of the 
holidays and love to give to others, but she doesn’t and is less than thrilled to even give 
anything to the kids in our families. I just can’t take how she is. I just want to be happy.

Bah-Humbug

Bah-Humbug, break up with her then, but do it now, so you can have peace of mind 
during the holidays. Tell her the truth — it may straighten her up so to speak. Tell her 
you can’t be with someone so unhappy and mean and that this relationship isn’t going 
to work or last to another holiday. Stress your unhappiness and have specific examples 
of why you are unhappy. Stick to your guns and good luck.

Good luck to all you Pinkies. I hope everything works out for you this holiday season! 

HATE CRIMES ON RISE, FBI SAYS

WASHINGTON, D.C.—For the first time, crimes directed against individuals on the 
basis of sexual orientation are the second most frequent hate crime committed after 
crimes based on race, according to the 2011 Hate Crimes statistics released recently 
by the FBI as part of the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Programme. Surpassing 
crimes committed on the basis on religion, the number of reported hate crimes com-
mitted against gays and lesbians increased from 1,277 in 2010 to 1,293 in 2011. 

“The 2011 FBI hate crimes data is a sad reminder that even as we make great strides 
toward equality under the law, gay and lesbian people face dangers in America,” said 
HRC President Chad Griffin.  “We must rid our country of the violence that has devas-
tated our community for far too long.” Hate crimes statistics are submitted to the FBI 
by law enforcement agencies across the country on a voluntary basis – there is no re-
quirement under the law for agencies to submit the data. In 2011, the number of agen-
cies reporting this data dropped to 14,575, a decrease from 14,977 the previous year.  
Of these data-submitting agencies, only 1,944 reported even a single hate crime to the 
FBI, the lowest number of agencies reporting one or more hate crimes since 2002. 

TRY THIS QUIZ ON 2012 IN GAY ENTERTAINMENT

 As the countdown approaches to the year’s end, it’s time to remember the gay high-
lights in films, television, theatre and music with the free 2012 Gay Showbiz Quiz, 
compiled by entertainment journalist and author Ed Karvoski Jr.

 During which 2012 award ceremony did J.C. Penney commercials debut with Ellen 
DeGeneres as spokesman? What song did Ricky Martin sing as guest star on an epi-
sode of the third season of Glee? On which television programme did President Barack 
Obama first publicly express his support for same-sex marriage?

 The 20-question quiz with multiple-choice answers is available online at EdKarvoski-
Jr-Author.com  By the way, Karvoski is the author of five books including two released 
in e-book in 2012: Award-Winning Men and The Movie Queen Quiz Book.
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Hours:
Mon-Thurs:
10am - 9pm

Fri: 10am - 10pm
Sat: 11am - 10pm

1N. Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis
Ph: 317.829.7182  Fax: 317.829.5825
Order Online - www.pitapitusa.com
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STOP!
Doing your own taxes!

with the ever changing tax rules, you may be missing deductions  
or taking deductions you can no longer take…

We can help!

STOP!
Buying software that says you can do it yourself—you still have to do it yourself!

If you still want to do it yourself, we can be your second set of eyes.

WHAT?
you use one of the national tax places to do your taxes?

WE CAN HELP!
we are a locally owned and operated business specializing in tax preparation  

and our fees before any discounts are typically 30% less than those other places.
our average fee last year was $175 before any discount—yours could be even less!

And first time customers get $35 OFF!

CALL TODAY. 317.484.1128
our staff has the training and experience and looks forward to your call and serving you.  

appointments are appreciated, and walk-ins are welcome.  
your taxes are prepared while you wait. 

evening and weekend appointments are available by appointment.

CAN’T COmE TO uS? 
We offer free pick-up and delivery at no additional charge. Call to get scheduled.  

(within 5 miles of speedway and all of downtown indy!)

Taxback Speedway
1430 Main street

speedway, in 46224
tsandlin@taxbackindy.com

taxBackindy.com  • 317.484.1128
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

Dear Dr. Fred..... 
 
My younger partner Michael has been living with me for the past 20-something months 
and while we get along decently most of the time, of late we have had several arguments 
about silly things. I told him I was going to write you about the latest and see what you 
had to say. This one’s about the shower.  

A bit of background here: A few months ago I came down with an unexplained foot 
infection and ended up in hospital for five nights, so I am careful (and I will admit that 
sometimes it’s to the point of OCD) to clean my feet very well when I shower and then dry 
them with a hair dryer as my physician recommended before putting a cream my doctor 
prescribed on them before bed. 

Anyway, Michael and I always have taken a shower together and though it can be a bit 
cramped, our shower does fit two fairly comfortably and there have been no complaints 
until recent days. 

Yesterday, however, just before I got in, I looked and was shocked to see Michael peeing 
in the shower. I immediately confronted him about this and he informed me he does this 
“regularly” and I have just not noticed. He also teased me for being “silly” for worrying 
about it and tried to convince me that this is something “every man does” despite there 
being a perfectly good toilet less than four feet from the shower door. 

He then went on to say having me in the shower with him “crowded” him so hereafter I 
am requested not to get in before he has most of his washing done. 
 
My questions are: Do most men really pee in the shower? My late mother would have said 
“gentlemen do not do that!” if she were still here and I was taught from childhood it is 
not acceptable so it’s nothing I have ever done. 

And second, do you think Michael is really in search of more space or just doesn’t want 
me in the shower with him either so he can continue to pee there or for privacy?  

We share a bed, have decent sex life and all the rest, but the peeing issue caused us to 
have a major falling out last night and he even threatened to leave me over it, though I 
will confess I suggested he could move out if he didn’t respect my feet and my request and 
refrain. What does the doctor say? 
 
Sign me Pissed Off in South Bend.

Dear “Pissed Off,” Not to diminish the seriousness of your concern by responding first 
in a somewhat lighthearted way, I have to congratulate you on winning the coveted 
“Dr. Fred Never Heard That One Before Award.” Coming from a therapist and of some 
forty plus years, that’s saying a lot! 

Before receiving your e-mail, I’d have sworn “I’d heard it all,” but now I stand hum-
bled to know that there are still stories and situations out there that I could never have 
imagined receiving here. 

Having gotten that out of the way, let’s shift to a more serious note. The short answer 
to your query is that, no, indeed, not all men urinate in the shower; and I think many 
moms, as well as many other people in general, would agree with your mother’s opin-
ion that “gentlemen don’t do that.” 

That said it appears that lots of men, and maybe even women too, do lots of things in 
their showers that they normally wouldn’t admit. 

I’ve heard countless confessions through the years from men — gay and straight, sin-
gle and partnered — who masturbated in their showers because it was the only place 
they felt they had the privacy to do so. And of course, nothing can be hotter — sorry, 
pun intended — than making love in the shower.  

I’ve also heard of folks who are into “water sports,” as in “golden showers,” doing that 
in the shower, for the sake of easy cleanup. At the risk of bordering on the gross here, 
there’s even a product advertised in some gay men’s magazines called the “shower 
douche,” as an aid for ensuring a clean colon before engaging in anal sex, (and you 
thought urine in the shower was bad enough).

For me, the bottom line here isn’t about what other people do in their showers, but 
rather what you and your partners do in your home’s shared shower. Whenever people 
share a household, they’re obligated to use the space in ways that respect each other’s 

wishes, and especially to refrain from doing anything that they know clearly violates 
other’s values and needs. 

For many people, their bathroom is sacred space, where everything has to be particu-
larly squeaky clean. Traditional medical wisdom that urine is normally sterile was 
recently debunked and it certainly wouldn’t be if an infection exists, so you have every 
right not to want it in your shower. That’s all Michael needs to know, and knowing it, 
should respect.

So … while I hope this disagreement doesn’t lead to a breakup, perhaps that shouldn’t 
be ruled out just yet. If Michael can’t respect your wishes in this matter this early in 
your relationship, what other forms of disrespect might he show in years to come? 

Fred Schloemer is a gay psychotherapist and author in Louisville. Write him at fred-
schloeme@aol.com

Around 
Town

DON’T DELAY LOCAL ACTION WAITING FOR SUPREME COURT,                       
ILLINOIS EQUALITY SAYS

SPRINGFIELD, Ill.—With the Supreme Court’s action taking two marriage equality 
cases, Bernard Cherkasov, CEO of Equality Illinois, the state’s oldest, largest and most 
effective gay and lesbian advocacy organisation, told media: “The issue of marriage 
equality is now before the highest court in the land. Equality Illinois is confident that 
the arguments that will follow will make the case for ending laws that prevent loving, 
committed same-sex couples from marrying in most of the country and prevents the 
federal government from recognising the marriages already allowed in nine states and 
the District of Columbia. While the cases progress in the Supreme Court, we must not 
lose sight of the work that remains at the state level. Our opponents are likely to make 
every effort during this period to try to stymie progress in Illinois, saying we should 
wait to hear from the court. Given the success of marriage equality initiatives in the 
General Election and growing support for it throughout the country including Illinois, 
we need to continue to press for action in our state.”

Even as the court acted, Equality Illinois was hosting a meeting in Chicago of Midwest 
equality organisations that are members of the national Equality Federation to share 
lessons learned in the successful effort to defeat a constitutional amendment against 
marriage equality in Minnesota. “Those are the kinds of efforts we need to continue 
in the weeks and months ahead, and we cannot and should not wait. While we leave it 
to our legislative allies to determine the right moment to call for a vote in the General 
Assembly, we expect action on ending this discriminatory policy.”

ANTI-MARRIAGE LOBBY EXPANING INTO MORE HATE

WASHINGTON, D.C.—National Organisation for Marriage (NOM) President Brian 
Brown is organising, fundraising and providing support for far-right and racially 
insensitive clients out of NOM’s K Street office via his relatively new ActRight proper-
ties, including the ActRight Legal Foundation. One of the group’s first clients was Min-
nesota Majority, which came under fire for producing a racist ad in Minnesota as part 
of its efforts aimed at passing a voter ID amendment that would have required voters 
to present a valid form of photo identification before voting.

The Minnesota Majority ad in question featured a number of offensive stereotypes 
implying certain people were committing voter fraud. The ad featured what were de-
picted to be fraudulent voters in line at a voting both, including an African-American 
convict and a man wearing a sombrero. After public outcry, MM edited the ad. The 
voter ID amendment failed, as did an anti-gay marriage one in November.

“Brian Brown and NOM are dedicated to serving the agenda of the few deep-pocketed 
extremists who can keep their anti-gay causes well-funded,” said HRC Vice President 
of Communications Fred Sainz. “NOM can no longer sugarcoat their true animus. 
Their anti-gay agenda doesn’t sit well with an increasing number of Americans, and 
it’s forcing them to align with extremists. Their allies now include people who work 
with Aryan terrorists and call for southern states to secede from our country, and 
groups that think it’s okay to push offensive stereotypes as part of an effort to disen-
franchise voters. NOM deals in the currency of hate.”

Minnesota Public Radio reported that Minnesota Majority’s executive director said it 
was ‘coincidental’ that the felon attempting to vote in the ad was Black. The NAACP 
strongly condemned the ad, with NAACP President and CEO Ben Jealous comment-
ing: “The Minnesota Majority advertisement plays into racial stereotypes that have no 
place in public debate.”
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Whipping 
Post

By Ms. K / Word Columnist
Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2013 Leather Community!  

This is a time of year when most of us look back on the past year and think about what 
the New Year is going to bring in our lives. I am personally hopeful and excited about 
2013 as the Leather Community continues to come together to make us stronger for 
our future. I am very proud to be a small part of something big that changes people’s 
lives for the better and I hope you are as proud as I am.  

I recently spoke with a Leatherman in our community who was asking what he could 
do to make our community a better place so I suggested to him that he work to form a 
leather club for gay men in the Indianapolis area.  

This suggestion was from a need that I had heard expressed by several local Leather-
men here in Indianapolis. These men have been telling me for several years now that 
they wished they had a leather club just for them and I agree.  

Being a Leatherwoman in the community I strongly feel that our gay Leathermen 
should have a place just for them because I believe everything does not have to always 
be men and women together, plus I feel our gay male community should have some 
time and activities for just their own group.  

The women have several opportunities and events that are just for us so the men need 
this as well.  

Decades ago, the leather community was mostly gay men getting together and enjoy-
ing their camaraderie — a camaraderie which is as important as togetherness. I feel 
that now we should come together and be a strong force but I feel it is just as impor-
tant to connect with others on the level of a gay men’s leather club or a women’s club, 
etc. so I applaud the gay Leathermen who are working together to form such a club for 
themselves. Hopefully they will create another wonderful group for our community as 
a whole, too.

Looking into my mailbox, I received the following e-mail from a leather person in our 
area who is worried about the back-and-forth of rights voted in for gay people and 
then a year or two later voted out again.  

He noted that it seems like we get some rights, but never full rights and I agree with 
his comment wholeheartedly. There does seem to be a step forward and two steps 
backward every year for us, but what can we do about it?

Until we all make a stand and decide we are not going to sit by while a few do the 
work for the many, things will not change. You can decide you are going to let a few 
do the work for all to have benefits and rights to enjoy or you can decide that you are 
going to take charge of what affects you. I hope you do the latter.  

From an early age I decided I wanted to make a difference in life. I knew many years 
ago that I did not want life to happen to me, but I wanted to make what happened to 
me in my life as good as it could be. That decision a long time ago was, for me, the 
right one which is why I feel life has been wonderful both to me and for me. I hope 
you will decide that same thing. 

If you have been on the fence or not doing anything (or much) at all I hope you will 
change that and make 2013 your year — the year you start taking the reins and doing 
something productive for our leather community. Don’t delay, do it now!

And there are many exciting events and projects you can get involved in planned for 
2013. I am sure that most of us know how to Google or use our search engines for 
shopping, entertainment and all the things we do in our daily lives. Let’s use those 
same searches to find things in our own area worthwhile to do for our leather commu-
nity. 

There are a lot of things out there and time is wasting so see what opportunities inter-
est you, then pick something and do your best, but do SOMETHING and get started 
today. I believe you will feel good about yourself for doing something for the greater 
good. If you are not sure what you want to do, e-mail me with your interests and I will 
try to contact you with some worthwhile events or projects that suit you best.

On another topic, I had the opportunity to visit with several lifestyle couples from 
overseas during the past few months and was reminded of how much we are alike 
even though we may speak different languages.  

After meeting a couple from Germany and another one from Spain who were in  

Master/slave relationships, we began talking about past experiences and communi-
ties. These conversations made me realise, once again, that we really have many of the 
same struggles and rewards in our relationships — we just live half a world apart and 
have different customs.  

Cultural customs make us look very different on the surface but deep down we are 
very much alike so I hope that one of the things you put on your 2013 list to do is to 
be open-minded about those from other parts of the world. It is very rewarding and 
enlightening to meet and interact with people from other countries and I have learned 
a lot from these interactions and value all the time I have spent with those in Europe 
and Asia.

Happy New Year! Please keep the emails coming. I love hearing from everyone. E-mail 
me at MsKLeather@sbcglobal.net
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The bad news is that you still 
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs
“Music makes the people come together.” At least that is what one of the 20th century’s 
finest poets says. Perhaps you’ve heard of her? She has a knack for saying exactly what 
we are all afraid to say, and occasionally she hitchhikes naked. She also firmly believes 
that you can meet someone, fall in love and have an entire relationship on a dance 
floor. She says you might be lovers if the rhythm’s right — and why not?

A dance floor has everything you need to create the spark that will ignite desire: the 
bodies packed together, the gleaming sweaty limbs, the heat that rises as the lights spin 
in a kaleidoscope of colours and the beat — the throbbing, sexual beat that mirrors 
your pulse as you lock eyes with someone through the crowd.

Sure, you can meet people anywhere, but when you meet on a dance floor it’s a dif-
ferent experience. You are packed into a crowd who are unified in their rhythm, you 
are close enough to see the sweat on their foreheads and smell the clean scent of the 
barely hidden desires on their skin. And when you meet someone’s gaze and hold it 
with your own, the crowd melts away and all that’s left is the two of you.

And the music. It’s as if DJs themselves are the modern version of Cupid; spinning the 
right beats to draw people to the dance floor and maybe, just maybe, create a moment 
that leads to something amazing. So if you are asking yourself: “what does this have to 
do with relationships?” sit back and let me explain.

After our sense of smell, our sense of hearing is the sense that most often leads us to 
the forgotten hallways where our memories are stored. Music is a huge part of our 
everyday lives and it affects everything around us. Here’s an example: can you imagine 
a Tom and Jerry cartoon without music? How about the shower scene in Psycho? Even 
the end of Cruel Intentions is different without Bittersweet Symphony. Now, think for a 
moment about a song that reminds you of your first love. Or your last one. Or any of 
the others in between. Am I right? Of course I am. I’m always right.

Sure, there’s the sound of a person’s voice — their inflections, their sighs, the way they 
call you “baby” — but there are also the haunting notes and spot-on lyrics of the music 
that embellishes our romantic lives. The songs that remind you of your first meeting, 
your first kiss and even your last words. These songs don’t even have to be love songs 
either.

I have a particularly fond memory of someone from my past on a cold night in my 
cold car, and Green Day’s unfortunately titled Good Riddance (Time Of Your Life) was 
on the radio. It was our first kiss. And it was amazing.

Then there is the seminal — and I mean that in both senses of the word — album 
Pretty Hate Machine by Nine Inch Nails. Now that reminds me of an all-night sex-athon 
with another person who resides in the darkened recesses of my cluttered mind.

I can’t even listen to that album without getting hard. And if that’s too much informa-
tion, I’m sorry.

Then there are the songs about love. And there are thousands of them. Even though 
I’m not a big fan of the treacly John Mayer, his song Your Body Is A Wonderland 
reminds me of the perfect lips and the half-lidded eyes of someone that stole my now 
absent heart. And this same person will always hang suspended inside the lyrics of If 
You’re Not The One, smiling his crooked smile.

Of course there are also the songs that ache and burn and slice you open when you 
hear them. Songs like Fix You or When You’re Gone or Goodbye To You — songs that 
are filled with lyrics of love lost, love broken and love bleeding and forgotten. These 
are the songs that sneak up on you on the radio or pop up on your iPod because you 
forgot they were on there in the first place. You pause, frozen, trying to decide whether 
to switch off the song or listen to it and feel every bit of heartache wash over you 
again.

Which do you do?

When we communicate, words make us think a thought, and music makes us feel a

feeling. But a song makes you feel a thought, no matter how good or how bad it is. You 
can see this in the songs that come along that remind us of someone even though the 
song didn’t even exist when you knew that person. Even in the songs that don’t neces-
sarily mean anything but were popular at a certain time in your life when you were 
with a certain someone. Songs like Viva La Vida and American Boy are not love songs, 
but both of them remind me of the same person because they were in constant rota-
tion during the time we were involved.

Whether it’s Open Arms or Lollipop, we all have songs that connect us to the people in 
our hearts. Not all of us can kiss Jake Ryan while If You Were Here plays in the back-
ground or hold up a boombox with In Your Eyes blasting from it, but just like finger-
prints music leaves an indelible mark on who we are and who we were.

I have an experiment for you — if you think you can submerge yourself in the past, 
that is. Think of all the songs you can remember from the moment you started down 
your romantic path — but don’t listen to them — and gather them into a playlist.

Call this playlist My Soundtrack or the Love Chronicles or something that makes it 
sound equally cohesive and every once in awhile click it on and see where it takes you: 
your first kiss, your first love, a hot and sweaty tryst, a painful breakup, your new part-
ner — it all lives and breathes in music because music is what feelings sound like.

Like the song says, it touches everything you’re in and it never goes away. And if you 
can’t believe Madonna, who can you believe?

FEEL ALL THE STRESS & TENSION
MELT FROM YOUR BODY

UNDER THE HANDS
OF A NATIONALLY-CERTIFIED

MASSAGE THERAPIST

 INCREDIBLE 
90 Minute MASSAGE 

FOR JUST $75
CLINIC LOCATED On East 86th Street In The Nora Area

CALL RON AT
(317) 902-2796

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
WITH QUALITY MASSAGE!

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over 
The Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! 
Anything Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 

317/725.8840
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Six
get their message across...if they get the chance on a referendum. Political handicap-
pers are increasingly looking at the odds of no HJR-6 vote in 2013 — at all. Four months 
ago there was no doubt whatsoever.  At this writing — mid-December — all bets are off. 
The Supreme Court added fuel to that fire. Who really wants to be voting on a state consti-
tutional amendment that could be rendered meaningless to some degree after a late-spring 
2013 Supreme Court ruling? Until very recently, the Indiana Senate had an informal un-
derstanding about any legislation where litigation was pending — anywhere. Their attitude 
was: delay a vote.

Here’s the momentum gauge, which really can’t be denied:

   **Most Indiana cities are now covered by local Human Rights Ordinances. That’s not a 
guarantee of marriage rights, but it energises allies to support lesbian, gay, bi & trans rights 
on the local level. That kind of enthusiasm and effort almost never stands alone.  In the last 
year, South Bend and Evansville passed HROs. Ditto New Albany.

   **President Obama’s historic shift last May gave activists a leg-up on opponents.  Even 
our opponents recognise the White House is a strong pulpit. The President’s re-election 
fortified civil rights activists nationwide.

   **Indiana’s three political parties formally spoke on the issue, but in different ways: their 
platforms supported full marriage equality (Democrats, Libertarians) and remained silent 
(Republicans). In the case of the two major parties, both actions were unprecedented.    

   **The Supreme Court’s decision.

All the above occurred in a seven-month timeframe. If you’re trying to orchestrate momen-
tum with paid political professionals you’ll work a lifetime and not see that kind of action 
that quickly. 

THERE’S HOPE, AND THERE’S CAUTION

HJR-6 activists are ready for a bruising legislative session. It may not happen. The legisla-
ture could well decide to mark time until the Supreme Court weighs-in. And here’s the wild 
card in that thought process: The Amendment supporters have waited seven long years to 
get to this point. They’ve spent millions on rallies, phone banks and candidates. They’re 
well-organised and they’ve enjoyed tremendous successes in the last legislative session.

That two-chamber 2011 victory was overwhelming. That kind of momentum is difficult 
to stop, pivot and change. But the above-noted facts could be just the medicine to do it. 
Anti-amendment forces are not wasting time — they’re organising for a full fight in the 
2013 legislative session. And if it does get delayed to the 2014 session, they’ll not sit idly by.  
Wasting time is not on their minds.

So what is? How do you keep the lightning in a bottle?

A NEW GOVERNOR

For the first time in eight years Indiana has a new governor, Republican Congressman Mike 
Pence won a narrow victory in November. He did so with a remarkably silent campaign: re-
porters tried valiantly to draw him into protracted policy discussions. He wasn’t having it.

He ran a near-perfect Rose Garden strategy. He played not-to-lose, which sometimes fails 
miserably. In 2012, he squeaked out a small victory over Democrat John Gregg.   How will 
he react on gay and lesbian issues? Our community can hope, but the truth is we don’t 
know.

Pence spent several terms in Congress subscribing to the far-right agenda. That included a 
modicum of gay-bashing. His public comments were not friendly. That’s not even debat-
able. But he clearly wants to have a different voice in the statehouse.

We’ll see if he takes a vigorous stance on HJR-6, and how he reacts on other issues.   The 
governor has no outright role in the Amendment debate — he has no vote. His signature 
is not required nor can his veto apply. If the Amendment passes the legislature, it goes 
straight (no pun intended) to voters. 

The governor does, however, have a stern bully pulpit. He could make our lives miserable 
on multiple fronts. His predecessor, Purdue’s new president Mitch Daniels, was silent on 
HJR-6, even when asked to put his toe in the water. Here’s hoping our new governor has no 
stomach for a fight on social issues either. Or on civil rights issues.  

Because if he wants a fight, we’re ready.

Guest
Comment

(EDITOR’S NOTE—The following commentary was received in December 
from longtime Indianapolis historian and library director at The Chris 
Gonzalez Library, Michael Bohr. He can be reached at the library on weekends 
or via e-mail at mabohr@earthlink.net )

Dear Editor:
I always appreciate Matt Ponder’s nuggets of wisdom (Pecs in the 

City) but his December column regarding the gay subculture displayed 
his woeful ignorance of gay history. 

Stonewall was certainly a milestone, but it was NOT the beginning of 
the gay subculture, rather it was the opening salvo in taking that existing 
subculture into the mainstream. 

The most cursory reading of gay history as an existing subculture goes 
back centuries before Stonewall. The first openly gay person to run for 
office was in San Francisco a full five years before Stonewall. 

The lesbian social circles existed in pre World War II Paris (including 
Gertrude Stein and Indy’s own Janet Flanner.) 

The drag Balls were held in New York City from turn of the century 
and other historic milestones date all the way back to the Molly Houses 
in England in the 1700’s. 

Historically like-minded groups have always tended to congregate 
together and as Matt pointed out almost everyone likes to get laid. 

For the young, at least, the gay bar is still the social hub where a 
potential partner is most likely to be found, but I don’t think we have to 
fear being totally assimilated anytime in the near future. 
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HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
New Year’s is a time to reflect on the year past. It is also a
time to set goals for the future, and Edward Jones can help
you do just that. We’re in your neighborhood and avail-
able to help you take steps now to help meet your long-
term financial goals.

Call today to set up a complimentary portfolio review.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Michael E Wright, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

6925 E 96th Street
Suite 265
Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-9563

In 
Brief

THE NEW NORMAL AS                 
CORPORATE COMMUNITY 

STANDS UP FOR US!

WASHINGTON, D.C.—On the heels of 
historic electoral victories for mar-
riage equality last year, corporate 
America has shown once again it is 
on the right side of history when it 
comes to lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender equality.  

Workplace discrimination protections 
are the new normal in the business 
world, while the federal government 
and many state governments lag 
behind in addressing discrimination 
against gay workers. Businesses are 
also coming out in record numbers in 
support of marriage equality.  

This new reality is reflected in the 
fierce competition between compa-
nies to recruit and retain the best 
employees and to influence con-
sumer choices, and has resulted in 
the improved lives of millions of 
gay, lesbian, bi & trans Americans. 
That’s according to the Human Rights 
Campaign Foundation’s Corporate 
Equality Index (CEI), the national 
benchmarking tool on corporate 
policies and practices related to gay 
employees.

In the 2013 CEI a record 252 busi-
nesses achieved the top rating of 
100% earning the coveted distinction 
of “Best Places to Work for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi & Trans Equality.”  As a point 
of comparison, 13 businesses earned 
a 100 percent in the inaugural CEI 11 
years ago, demonstrating that a new 
normal has arrived.  

The policies, benefits and practices 
businesses must implement to earn a 
perfect score are best-in-class demon-
strations of corporate commitments 
to their gay and lesbian workers.

The top rated businesses span across 
industries, geographies and size.  
View the full report at www.hrc.org/
cei 

“Corporate America continues to 
raise the bar in workplace fairness. 
Inclusive workplace policies are not 
only the right thing to do and good 
business practices, they are the new 
normal. Americans have spoken, and 
as we celebrate our victories at the 
ballot box, we hope congress will 
follow corporate America’s lead and 
create a level playing field – includ-
ing passing fully-inclusive workplace 
non-discrimination legislation,” HRC 
President Chad Griffin said.
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

120 East Market Street, Suite 370 , Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317.236.0477  / 317.454.0732 (Fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

Happy New Year! Now that 2012 is drawing to a close (or has, depending when you 
read this edition of The Word), you may want to review the progress you’ve made this 
past year in many areas of your life — including your financial situation. By going 
over your investment portfolio and other key areas related to your finances, you can 
learn what moves you may need to make in 2013 to stay on track toward your impor-
tant objectives, such as buying a new home for you and your partner, paying off stu-
dent loans you might have or working toward a comfortable retirement and the ability 
to leave the type of legacy you desire — whether that be for your significant other or 
your family.

To get a clear picture of where you are, consider asking yourself these questions:

—Am I taking on too much risk? Although 2012 has generally been a pretty good year 
for investors, we’ve certainly seen periods of considerable volatility, especially with 
some popular stocks which seem to have caught the interest of many in the commu-
nity like Groupon, Apple and Facebook, just to name three. During these times, did 
you find yourself constantly fretting about big drops in your portfolio’s value or being 
sad you didn’t invest? In fact, have you consistently experienced this type of worry 
throughout your years as an investor? If so, you might be taking on too much risk for 
your individual risk tolerance. Review your holdings to determine if you can lower 
your risk level without jeopardising your overall investment strategy and remember 
that what goes up will quite often — sooner or later — also come down. If you doubt 
that, look at folks who invested in such now-vanished firms as Woolworth and Mont-
gomery Ward, just to name two.

—Am I investing too conservatively? Just as you can take on too much investment 
risk, you can also go to the other extreme by investing too conservatively. If your port-
folio contains a preponderance of investments that offer significant preservation of 
principal but very little in the way of growth potential, you may be endangering your 
chances of accumulating the resources you’ll need to achieve your long-term goals.

—Am I contributing as much as I can afford to my retirement plans? I know many 
Word readers are under 40 (or even under 25) but it’s really never too early to start 
thinking about retirement, even if it does seem your “party boy days” are going to last 
forever and ever. Trust me: They won’t.

If you have access to an employer-sponsored retirement plan, such as a 401(k), 403(b) 
or 457(b), consider yourself fortunate. Your plan has the potential to grow on a tax-
deferred basis and you typically contribute pre-tax dollars — the more you put in, the 
lower your annual taxable income. Plus, your employer may match part of your con-
tributions. Yes, I know, there’s that immediacy factor and many of you have asked me: 
Why should I give up 3% or 5% or whatever your employer might be willing to match 
in income now for some point in the distant future. I need that cash right now.

Trust me, there is a future and you need to be prepared for it, so if you’ve been under-
funding (or worse yet, not funding) your retirement plan, make it a New Year’s resolu-
tion to ratchet up your funding in 2013. At the same time, you may still be eligible to 
contribute to an IRA. If so, try to “max out” on it. A traditional IRA grows tax deferred 
while a Roth IRA can grow tax free, provided you meet certain conditions. Ask your 
attorney, financial advisor or broker to see where you fall in that spectrum, but what-
ever route you go, do save like there will be a tomorrow because there will be!

—Am I adequately protecting my income and looking out for my current or future 
partner? Over time, you’ll experience many changes in your life — a boyfriend, new 
job, new or 2nd home, etc. Most, if not all, of these changes will require you to make 
sure you have adequate life insurance in place to help guard your future, should any-
thing happen to you. Furthermore, to help replace your income should you become 
disabled, you may well need to purchase an adequate amount of disability income 
insurance. And remember these things are not just “for older people” — they are needs 
we all will face no matter how much you want to ignore the prospect of getting older.

—Do I need professional help? As the above questions indicate, maintaining control of 
your finances can be challenging — especially if you try to do it on your own and be-
ing gay in a state where marriage and its protections may not be available. You might 
benefit from working with a financial professional — someone who can make recom-
mendations based on your risk tolerance, time horizon and specific needs you have to 
protect and pass on your investments to a partner without the legality of marriage.

Take the time to ask yourself the above questions. The answers may well spur you to 
take positive action in 2013.
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AMERICA

1500 ATTENDEES

35 FILMS

1 MASS LGBTQ  
FLASHMOB WEDDING

(It’s how we show our PRIDE!)

PRIDE FILM FESTIVAL
BUSKIRK CHUMLEY THEATRE  -  JAN 31ST - FEB 3RD

PRIDE DANCE PARTY
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Special  Holiday  offer!
Includes one  balloon ride for one

(Gift Certificate comes in a fun container  and includes items used during the flight.)Buy 1 certificate or as many as you would like, but hurry! this offer ends January 31st. (Certificate is valid for 3 years.)

$199

To order, or for questions please contact 
us at tony@midwestballoonrides.com  
or 317.863.0318

Wrap up the 
Ultimate Gift 
& Adventure  
this holiday season!

Wrap up the 
Ultimate Gift 
& Adventure  
this holiday season!

Visit  
midwestballooonrides.com  
to learn more.

Out!Trip
Damron LGBT Travel Guides
with the 2012

LGBT resorts, bars, cafes,
 nightclubs, restaurants & more,

across the US, Canada,
 Europe & beyond.

Plus cruises & tours, circuit
 parties, leather events,

 pride celebrations, LGB pride celebrations, LGBT film
 fests, eco-adventures & more!

call for a free catalog

or visit us online
800/462-6654

damron.com
download Gay Scout and Gurl Scout

free at iTunes!
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24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628   18+   ©2012 PC LLC    www.MegaMatesMen.com    2303

(317) 322.9000

1-888-MegaMatesTM

(312) 726.6342

(937) 395.9001

(614) 888.7777

(513) 821.4500

(502) 561.6666

Tell-A-
Friend

REWARDSREWARDS
For other local numbers call: 

FREE to listen 
and reply to ads!

FREE CODE: Indy Word

Indianapolis

(317) 322.9000
Chicago
(312) 726.6342
Dayton
(937) 395.9001
Columbus
(614) 888.7777
Cincinnati
(513) 821.4500
Louisville
(502) 561.6666



Page 36       The Word   January 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

Continued From The Front Page
By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

Brenda Webb, flash mob “happenings,” and a mass gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen-
der wedding. The festival’s theme, “Your Story, Our History” focuses on the past, pre-
sent, and the future of the gay and lesbian community and gay and lesbian film. As gay 
and lesbian rights are turning into the pivotal civil rights issue of our time, the festival 
reflects on pivotal moments in gay and lesbian history and looks at the future through 
film, discussion, and community events.

Throughout the festival weekend, spontaneous re-enactments of key moments from 
gay and lesbian history will occur, telling stories from gay and lesbian perspectives. 
Each flash mob happening will also include a clue that audience members can identify 
and note for a chance to win a special prize. 

A new feature this year and something that makes this Pride Festival unique (and 
which might even make a little history of its own) is the gay and lesbian flash mob 
wedding set for Thursday, 31st January. As the Indiana State Legislature considers an 
amendment to the constitution to ban marriage equality, the Pride Film Festival offers 
an opportunity for individuals to make a statement by renewing their vows, popping 
the question or simply standing up in a history-making moment. 

Another highlight of this year’s festival is the annual competition, the Pride Video 
Shoot Out, which returns for a 4th consecutive year. The Video Shoot Out allows local 
filmmakers and amateurs to tell their own stories in a short film made in the week im-
mediately prior to the festival. 

The films must be three minutes in length and interested filmmakers are given a prop 
and a line of dialog that they must include in their films. The competition is fun and 
the guidelines level the playing field, making the distance between amateur and serious 
filmmaker much shorter. 

This year sees a number of milestones for the fast-growing festival. Founded by two 
Indiana University arts administration students, Bloomington Pride celebrates its 
10th anniversary. (The festival’s founders, Kevin Hudson and Sarah Beanblossom will 
return for this year’s event). 

These days, festival is a programme of downtown Bloomington’s historic Buskirk–
Chumley Theatre, which celebrates an anniversary of its own this year — its 90th. 

And the celebrations don’t stop there. The Indiana University Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
and Transgender Alumni Association (GLBTAA), a long-time partner and sponsor of 
the festival, will hold its 5th annual Celebration Weekend to coincide with the festival. 

These milestones, according to Pride Festival Director (and Buskirk–Chumley Ex-
ecutive Director) Danielle McClelland, in part, helped shape this year’s theme: “It’s 
the 90th anniversary of the existence of the theatre and the 10th annual Pride so we 
decided to make the theme this year, ‘Your History and Your Story,’” she explains. “So 
there are a variety of events and facets of the festival that emphasise this fact.”

While the films themselves cover a diverse array of formats, genres, and subject mat-
ters, one of the ways in which history will weave itself into the fabric of the festival is 
in the form of the historical re-enactment flash mobs.

“We have identified four or five moments in history which we will re-enact spontane-
ously — or seemingly spontaneously — in the midst of the festival,” explains McClel-
land. 

“So you might walk out of the theatre after a screening and see people in 1950s garb 
holding up picket signs, walking up and down the street in front of the theatre. And 
that will be the Mattachine Society protesting for the first time. In the midst of an 
intermission, Queer Nation may invade the theatre and launch a ‘Kiss-in’ as they did 
in the late eighties and early nineties. You might exit the theatre one night and find the 
streetscape in front of you is a frozen tableau of the Stonewall Riots, and so on. We 
want to create the photograph or the moment that we have a memory of. That’s one 
way we will be carrying the theme of history into the festival.”

As if to encourage the audience to be especially cognizant of the flash mobs, McClel-
land and the festival organisers have turned them into “something of a game or a 
contest,” with a chance to win a prize. 

“Each of the flash mobs will involve a clue,” explains McClelland. “So if you see the 

flash mob, you will also see a clue that will be explained a little bit more in the pro-
gramme you receive as you arrive at the festival. If you collect all of those clues you 
can then enter a drawing to win a prize — and we are talking a big prize like a week-
end away in San Francisco or that level of prize. But you have to be present to win 
at the matinee on Sunday the 3rd of February where there will be a panel discussion 
about gay and lesbian history.”

Another aspect of the festival which ties in with the theme of history that McClelland 
hopes audiences will find exciting are the guest speakers. “There will be a panel discus-
sion on Saturday following the screening of White Frog about the past and the future 
of gay and lesbian cinema,” she says. “We are bringing Christine Vachon, who is often 
called the ‘Godmother of Queer Cinema.’ She is the founder and producer of Killer 
Films which produced many of the films that broke out of the lesbian, gay, bi & trans 
film ghetto into the mainstream — films like Boys Don’t Cry and Far from Heaven.” 

Vachon will be speaking in conjunction with Brenda Webb, the founder and director 
of Reeling, the Chicago lesbian and gay international film festival, which celebrated its 
30th year in 2011. The pair will discuss gay and lesbian cinema’s history and its future. 

McClelland is also excited about the festival’s annual Video Shoot Out contest. “This is 
the fourth year of the Video Shoot Out,” she says. “The first year we had two submis-
sions. The next year we had seven. We think the history theme will be popular this 
year. The thing we love about the Shoot Out is that it gets the community involved. 
It’s a way in which anyone can get a film in Pride, and it’s a great equaliser between 
established filmmakers and amateurs who may be doing it for the first time. It’s also a 
fun experience and not competitive in the same way that entering a film in a festival 
usually is. In some ways the Video Shoot Out films are some of the more remarkable 
ones we show in the festival.”

But perhaps the single event that excites McClelland the most about this year’s festival 
is the Mass Wedding on the festival’s opening night. 

“The final very, very special event we are doing is on Thursday night the 31st of Janu-
ary” McClelland enthuses. 

“In keeping with the historical re-enactment flash mobs we are having a ‘making his-
tory flash mob,’ in which we will hold a ‘flash mob wedding.’ We will bring in a very 
high level official who will officiate the wedding. And we are inviting people who want 
to get married. They can do it for real; they can do it for show. They can do it to make 
a statement. Our intent is to have a mass wedding and draw attention to the state 
legislature’s consideration in the upcoming year of a state amendment that will change 
our constitution banning gay marriage. It will be a big political moment. Anyone who 
comes that evening can simply stand up and come forward. 

“The idea is: make a statement, make a commitment. You don’t have to be making a 
commitment for the first time or for any length of time. But the idea is to make big 
news with a whole bunch of people getting married all in one space on the first night 
of the festival. It will take place at the very end of the screening the first night to be 
followed immediately by a huge wedding reception at a nearby establishment with 
wedding cake and a band and all of that. And that will be the opening night party.”

Speaking of parties, the festival will close with a bang as well. The Saturday night 
Pride Retrospective Dance Party (2nd February) will highlight the best moments from 
the last 10 years and will feature celebrity DJ, Zeke Thomas. 

Thomas travels prominently in New York, Miami and international dance party cir-
cles. He is not only a well-respected DJ, but he also happens to be the son of Indiana 
basketball legend, Isaiah Thomas, so he spent some of his formative years right here in 
Bloomington. 

The Pride Film Festival runs in Bloomington from Thursday, 31st January to Sunday, 
3rd February. For more information, visit http://pridefilmfestival.org or www.buskirk-
chumley.org. 
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre
Mittens gives Goose Gas! Poor Mittens lost the election. Duh. Wasn’t that so two 
months ago? Why then are the Goose’s feathers in a state, her neck extended, screech-
ing in the barnyard now?

In the old fashioned gay way, I was over Mittens and the right wing hysteria induced 
by media reports that Mittens had a chance of actually winning. What I saw inspite 
of all the social progress measured by our gay-la dinners, large pockets of delusional 
thinking and outright hatred of difference is alive and well in this country.

Goose gets it is a “free country.” For those of us who remember CBS’s old Eric Sevar-
eid – back in the golden days of broadcasting said, “it is after all a free country and we 
are entitled to our own personal purgatory.” I remember that line as if it were yester-
day. There was a guy that could spit that poison. Goddess rest his soul. Now, let me 
add to his voice.

Call me what you want: an old quack or a purist, but I was done with “I don’t want the 
government to be paying for birth controls pills or abortion” long before we ever voted. 
“These folks” didn’t mention HIV. 

So which is it? Love the fetus and hate the child? Time and time again, I heard  “they” 
don’t want the government to pay for abortion or birth control.” Press a little further 
and I found they don’t want the government to pay for food stamps, SSI, SSD or other 
social programmes that result when a child who is unwanted and uncared for is left to 
fend for him or herself in this world, either. 

I got into it with a manager at a local low budget restaurant. The manager called her-
self a “job creator”, so I asked her what the solution was – proving only a foolish goose 
asks probing questions. Her reply?  “These people should not have sex.” I rolled my 
eyes and said “good luck with that one, hon!”

Now Goose moves to his next rant as I get the argument “these people” are the 47% 
and are still no doubt waiting for the gift (or free cell phone) that President Obama of-
fered us to vote for him. Mine hasn’t come, has yours?  

The right wingers feel that “These” gift-receiving folks are just lazy, and if only they 
would work (overlooking the current employment situation) all would be right in their 
right wing world. Then, of course, they claim Obama created the current mess and 
even those who were slightly less right of centre complained that Obama hasn’t fixed it 
quick enough. Right! The worse collapse since the Great Depression (which lasted how 
many years?) and President Obama couldn’t fix it in four?  Please! My last gay nerve.  

I was also put off by comments in some quarters of gaydom they were not going 
to vote for Obama because he had not done enough for us or done it soon enough.  
Again, my last queer feather! Did anyone really think that Obama was going to get 
don’t ask, don’t tell plus gay marriage (let alone a laundry list of other items) all done 
in one term?

Have some of us slacked up on reading our history of late? The very fact that we have 
a president who can even say the words “gay marriage” is huge given the last 60 years.  
Sure, I thought the whole “evolving thing on gay marriage” was craven and pandering 
for our votes this election cycle, but, whether it was the workings of fate or a smart 
politician I will take it. 

A small Goosie peck here to those effete homosexuals who disdain other gay people for 
wanting a “hetero-sexist institution of marriage”. How dismissive of our own! If only 
we could learn to love our diversity! Baby, I may not find a man to marry me, but I’ll 
fight for the rights of all gay, lesbian, bi, trans, supportive and other folks to enjoy re-
lationships in whatever fashion they wish to call marriage, so I voted for what matters 
– the person who picks nominees to the Supreme Court of the United States.  I actually 
had a friend who suggested that his 401K was more important – and after I flew into 
a full goose rage – I said “hon, the day human rights takes second place to finances 
we are sunk.”  Sadly, in some ways it has already happened with corporations being 
“people too” and “Super PAC’S.”

Maybe I’ve lived too long, but if there is anything left of a gay community out there 
don’t think that sending your money into some gay organisation to lobby for you is 
enough – and don’t buy that the courts will necessary deliver us to full equality. Only 
each of us can do this by our action, by giving money, picketing, protesting, writing 
letters, voting (Oh, goddess yes.) and by being part of an organisation that advocates 
change, all while you avoid Geese who are full of gas!

A



Page 38       The Word   January 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
Hope everyone had a great holiday with a lot of fun, high-tech gifts under the tree 
or by the menorah, but now you have questions about them we’d be willing to bet. If 
that’s the case sit back, relax and we will try (at least as much as a column can) to help 
out a bit. 

And our first bit of advice is one word — one I often forget — PATIENCE. Too often 
we rip the wrapping off a tech gift, hug, kiss or otherwise thank the sender then tear 
into the box without stopping to find out how it works, if it works with our gear or 
how to hook it up. Stop! Restrain yourself!

If you got a techie gift you asked for chances are you know how it works and you 
may even think you know what to do, but that does not excuse you from reading the 
manual. If your gift doesn’t have one in the box, chances are the manual is actually 
online. Regardless of where it is, you are expected to look for it, give it a read and at 
least follow the “quick start” instructions. If you don’t do at least the basics and you 
fry your gift, you stand a decent chance that the manufacturer will say it’s operator er-
ror or neglect and they may not make it right. Usually they will, but save yourself the 
trouble and read first, not later please.

Secondly remember that tech things can and do sometimes come out of the box dam-
aged internally. They may look perfect, but either get thrown off course by the vibra-
tion of shipping or they left the factory not quite right (which also describes many 
of our friends, but that’s another story) and when hooked up they just don’t work. 
Go back to that single word at the start of this month’s article: Patience. If you have 

unpacked something, read how it’s supposed to 
work, hook it up right and if it STILL declines 
to operate go back to square one. Unhook it and 
patiently plug everything in again. Double check 
hook-up cables to make certain connections are 
tight. Check for software, which some items need 
loaded on your hard drive to function. Look for 
loose connections and (silly as this sounds) be 
sure to plug the device in or use the right batter-
ies, installed correctly. Amazing how that - and 
+ being switched can throw a monkey wrench 
in the gears. Oh, and also make sure things are 
plugged into the correct port or connection, too. 
Finally, if you still can’t get anywhere, reboot. It’s 
amazing how often turning on and off a device 
resets things in a certain order so they work fine 
afterwards. I’ve had it work for laptops, desktops 
and iPhones. It’s free, quick and easy.

So still no luck? Look for the card that came in 
the gift’s box or look online for the manual and 
call customer service. I know firms want you to 

trouble shoot with the FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) online, but generally I find 
that a time waster and I get a lot more done with a call to what’s usually an 800 num-
ber. They have techs standing by to talk you through things that can’t, won’t or don’t 
function correctly. Be patient and explain in depth what’s wrong so they can try to help!

Finally, keep in mind that some things really ARE broken right out of the box. Taking 
them back to the store for replacement or in for repairs are the only options. If that’s 
the case, be 100% sure your giver has the receipt or can go along to make that repair 
or exchange as pain-free as possible. Same if the gift was ordered online.

If your broken item is from Apple and you want a tech to have a look, don’t forget you 
will need a Genius Bar appointment as they are most always booked so walk-ins rarely 
get taken — especially in this post-holiday season when a lot of folks need help with 
that iPad or MacBook. http://concierge.apple.com/reservation/us/en/techsupport/ is 
the spot to visit online then select a store location and book your appointment. They 
are free to consult (in or out of warranty) though be warned if your device is out of 
warranty, broken through neglect or abuse you will be given options which can include 
some cost, though their excellent staff will advise on what those are before you leave 
the store.

OK, so what about other issues? There are many things which can (and do) happen in 
the high-tech world so again, patience is key. There are also a few obvious issues which 

are so in-your-face many of us forget them. Take this example:

A retired Florida friend got a new iPad for Christmas. Taking it home, he was disap-
pointed that it would not work on his WiFi. He called us to ask if we had any ideas and 
sent an e-mail (which arrived promptly) as a test on his computer when we asked him 
“Is your dsl down?” We were baffled until we got a call the next day. Turns out his dsl 
was up and running just fine, but the WiFi part of his modem had died and he didn’t 
even know it because he didn’t spot the ring of blue lights indicating he had WiFi was 
out as it was in a closet! Instead, he’d thought his laptop was broken as it wouldn’t 
work, while his hard-wired desktop computer was working fine. A quick trip to the 
local office supply for a new $59 modem and his old laptop was working once again, 
along with that new iPad.

The moral? Check the obvious! This one was so obvious it even missed us and all his 
local friends — some of whom came by to try to help.

And a word about that dsl, cable modem or U-verse, too: speed, as we often say in 
this space, is essential for things to work. Check yours via www.speedtest.net (shown 
above) and if your modem needs a reboot, then reboot it. But you also might be trying 
to squeeze out too much at once from a too-small “pipe”. What do I mean? Well just 
as even the fastest car won’t run without gas or give a smooth ride if the only road is 
pock-marked or gravel, all the modern gadgets in the world will not work well — or at 
all — on a too-slow or out-dated connection to the net.

A dsl which might have been great when you had just one desktop computer or a 
single laptop is now strained to the limit and beyond since you have a computer, the 
kids play Xbox, the boyfriend has Netflix going and you’ve added an iPad, too. Re-
member there’s only so much data you can download all at once and then the limit is 
reached. It’s the same thing as flushing the toilet while someone’s showering — a cold, 
nasty wake-up call to which the only solution is to see what your options are and opt 
for a faster (though generally pricier) internet connection if such is available where 
you live. Remember that even with speeds constantly increasing, many households’ 
usage is staying ahead of them. At our house with three people using iPads, an Xbox, 
watching Hulu, Netflix and downloading from Pressdisplay.com, thetelly.net or iTunes 
we frequently max out even our 16 Meg U-verse connection. How we ever managed 
with a 5 Mag dsl I will never know, and thinking back before that it was a 1 Meg dsl 
and before that a 56k dial-up! The moral? That new toy you got to play internet radio, 
watch movies on or surf with might be just fine, but your connection may be too slow 
for it to work well or at all.

Finally, one last bit of advice if you are struggling with that new laptop, iPad or gadget: 
If it doesn’t work right at your house, take it to a coffee shop or a friend’s and try there. 
A different download speed or connection might make all the difference in the world. 
If that’s the case then go back to square one again (remember: patience) and find out 
why it doesn’t work at your place. It might be as simple as a poor connection through 
your network or as complex as a damaged mother board. It might also be an issue 
with your internet speed, password (You did check that and put it into the gadget 
carefully when prompted, right?) or WiFi, so check, double check and get advice if you 
need to until that present performs as expected.

It might be a new year, but some things never change. For everything to stay up-to-
date and work right, you might need to do some detective work and spring for more 
bandwidth or other upgrades. In any case resolve to be patient & take your time!
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If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! 
Anything Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840

Jill A. Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine Shoppe

Jill’s
Swill

Tis that time of year to take a look back on the bottles sampled and sa-
voured over the past twelve months. 

The local craft movement continued in the food world and was echoed in 
the micro brewery and spirits world, too, with dozens of home and hobby 
brewers deciding to jump into the beer making game for profit.

The same with distilleries. The ancient art of fermenting grain gained pres-
tige as the cocktail culture grew at a steady clip.  

Here are a few of my favourite finds from 2012 including the return of 
the ZORK cork,  craft gin that I could actually drink and a bubbly for all 
seasons.

>> Francois Montand Brut Rose — Made in the Jura region of France, just 
a cork’s throw from Champagne. Tastes like Champagne but priced like a 
cava. I’ll drink to that!

>> Hey Mambo Kinky Pink — I love rose wines. I love pinot noir. Combine 
the two and you have this lip smacking fruit-forward bone dry minerally 
clean pink wine from California.

>> Monte Volpe, Mendocino County, California Zin — What happens when 
a clever winemaker makes an “Italian Punch” of sorts by combining every 
red grape in the vineyard (sangiovese, carignane, negroamaro, nebbiolo) in 
one bottle? This lush, rich, spicy and oh so easy to drink red wine.

>> Cartlidge & Brown / Leese Fitch Pinot Noir — If I didn’t know this was 
from California I would swear it was a Burgundy. Intense, earthy, red fruit 
and elegant.

>> Standing Stone Chardonnay, Finger Lakes, New York — Give me Char-
donnay with NO oak and I will give you my glass several times for refills. 
This one quenches my thirst for pure ripe flavours of apple, pear and NO 
wood.

>> Lazzaroni  Amaretto — Made from distilled almonds this liquor is the 
real deal. Sip it straight or blend with sour mix. Molto Bene!!

>> Journeyman Distillery Bilberry Black Hearts Gin — Made in Three 
Oaks, Michigan just over the Indiana border. I don’t like gin. But then I 
tasted this one made from bilberry which is a cross between a huckleberry 
and a blueberry...and I changed my mind. Try it and you might well change 
your mind, too.

>> Uncle Vals Botanical Gin — Small craft distilled. Smells like a walk thru 
a botanical garden. I don’t know whether to dab it behind my ears as a per-
fume or sip it over ice. Once again, I fell in love with GIN this year because 
this one isn’t all about the juniper and pine. 

>> Journeyman Distillery Roads End Rum — Love my rum... especially 
when its made from blackstrap molasses. Rich and luxurious with no 
gunk.  

>> Crusoe Spiced Rum — Let me be shipwrecked on an island with a 
bottle of this.  Sip it straight or blend with some coconut milk for a super 
exotic getaway. Maybe you’d better make that several bottles...or a case!

>> The Zork — I shared my love of this wine closure in columns past and 
am looking forward to enjoying more Zork corked bottles in 2013, includ-
ing Plungerhead Zinfandel, Leese-Fitch Pinot Noir & Cabernet Sauvignon 
and the sultry Hey Mambo Red.  

Drink up, come by and see me at Mass. Ave. Wine Shoppe and above all, 
have a great New Year and Happy 2013.

A comprehensive review of all Indiana statutes reveals a startling potential effect of 
the proposed constitutional amendment on marriage: potentially-crowded courts and 
lots of open questions.

“More Than Just  A Couple: 614 Reasons Why Marriage Equality Matters in Indiana” 
was complied over an 18-month period by students at the Indiana University Maurer 
School of Law in Bloomington. Their work was sponsored by Indiana Equality Action 
(IEA).

It’s a “compendium of the rights and responsibilities of civil marriage in the Indiana 
Code,” according to the report’s front cover.

“This study shows that Hoosiers who value their laws have reason to be concerned 
about the responsibilities and rights afforded legally-married couples,” Donald Bierer, 
a third-year law student at IU-Bloomington and a co-chairman of the effort told The 
Word, adding, “This study was not meant to advocate. It was meant to point out the 
existing statutes and the potential effect of this amendment.”

The study’s sponsors IEA indicated that legal marriage “is closely defined in Indiana 
Code, but has hundreds of separate references across-the-board,” Rick Sutton, im-
mediate past president of IEA said. “ Our opponents have long held that the amend-
ment will not affect many of Indiana’s existing laws. We think this study proves that 
hundreds of existing laws are open for question if HJR-6 becomes law through the 
amendment processs.”

House Joint Resolution 6 was passed in the 2011 General Assembly. If it passes in 
2013 or 2014, it goes to voters as early as November 2014. 

Sutton and Don Sherfick (IEA vice president and a retired federal attorney) indicated 
the potential impact of the amendment is not truly known.  

“We believe each of the citations contained in this valuable study shows one possible 
question which needs addressed. It might be able to be explained away, but we doubt 
it,” Sutton noted.

After the 2011 passage of HJR-6, IEA asked the law school to study Indiana Code to 
determine how many existing statutes affect legally-married couples. The Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi & Trans Project at Maurer Law was born “to help accomplish that goal, 
because we truly wanted to know the far-reaching potential impact,” Sutton told The 
Word.

The study was released to statewide media attention in late November. IEA noted that 
the students spent “thousands of hours pouring over existing statutes, categorising 
them and testing the amendment language for potential applicability.  Their work is 
unmatched in recent years and has tremendous value in the public policy debate.”

A copy of the report is available online free at www.ieaction.org

Study Shows 
Gay Hoosiers 

Would Lose 614 
Rights Forever 
If A Marriage 
Ban Passes
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For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

INDIANAPOLIS—In the past few decades, a divide has emerged in the lesbian, gay, bi 
& trans population, between the transgendered and gay communities. The transgen-
dered community is seen as “other,” and often as a novelty, particularly in the case 
of female impersonators or drag queens. What many people in the community often 
forget (or never knew to begin with) is that the transgendered community have put 
themselves on the front line in the battle for equal rights. 

When the Stonewall Inn was raided in June of 1969, female 
patrons of the bar were taken into the women’s bathroom to 
have their genders “checked”. Of course, some of the patrons 
who were dressed as and appeared to be female were not, and 
these men became some of the first of many to fall victim to 
the fight for equality. Though this would not be the last time 
that the transgendered community took the first hits from the 
population at large, its spirit was never broken, and as years 
have gone by, it has grown stronger and evolved into what it 
has become today. 

Transgendered people are often dismissed as not being a part 
of the gay community, but what many people forget is that 
while we as gay men and women do not necessarily wear our 
gayness on our sleeves, the transgendered community is not 
always afforded the option.

Ronnie Reed was the youngest of four brothers and two 
younger sisters on the south side of Chicago. He taught his 
sisters how to wear make up, made their prom dresses and 
showed them how to style their hairpieces just right. An ef-
feminate black boy in the 1970s, Ronnie stuck out from other 
men in his community on the South Side and suffered preju-
dices and harassment until he was old enough to move away 
and pursue his interests in hair styling.

While working in hair salons, Ronnie fell in love with the entertainment industry. 
Soon Ronnie became drag performer Terri Livingston and began touring around the 
country and the world with his act — often focusing on the persona of singer Shirley 
Bassey. Over the course of his hair styling career, Ronnie worked with such person-
alities as Stephanie Mills and Maurice Hines while also serving a military tour in 
Vietnam. 

Ronnie soon became so enthralled by the entertainment and hair styling industries 
that he would not contact his family for months at a time. His mother died in 1981 
and since his family had no way of reaching him, they endured the tragedy without 
him. He did not find that his mother had passed away until several months later when 
he called home.

Terri was known in the drag community nation and worldwide; she performed at 
clubs across the country and was a regular at the Miss Continental Contest at the Ba-
ton Show Lounge in Chicago. In 1989, Terri was crowned as the first Miss Gay Black 
America at Club 21 in Indianapolis. 

Unfortunately, Terri had contracted HIV, which had developed into AIDS in 1987. He 
was living in Indiana by that time and refused to come home because he felt he would 
be a burden, against the wishes of his sisters and brother, who wanted to take care of 
him. By the time of the pageant, he was so sick that he was unable to complete the 
competition but was still crowned queen.

Terri Livingston was my brother. I was one of the little girls whose hair he did, whose 
clothes he made, whom he taught how to wear make up. It didn’t seem at all wrong; 
we just assumed that this was how Ronnie was. He moved away from the prejudices 
of the South Side of Chicago as soon as he could, falling into a world of drag perfor-
mance that I really knew nothing about except when I found my 8th grade graduation 
shoes in his closet.  Since he got very sick right after we reconnected and continued 
to travel when he could, I never got to ask him so many things about his life that I 
wanted to know. My family was not one to have prejudices against our brother — his 
illness wasn’t an issue, regardless of its origin. He was our brother, he was sick and we 
were going to take care of him.

I am currently in preproduction for a film that I am calling Miss Gay Black America: 
The Terri Livingston Story, which will explore Terri’s unique life through interviews 
both with his old friends and fans, plus the owners and managers of clubs in which 
he used to perform. The film will also examine the evolution of the culture and public 
perception of female impersonation — specifically its evolution since the 1980s as well 
as the drag community’s reaction to the AIDS epidemic.

Miss Gay Black America: The Terri Livingston Story is a tribute to my brother Terri Liv-
ingston — an amazing performer and an amazing person. Throughout this project, I 
hope to get to know the man, and woman, that I didn’t get to know when he was alive. 

If you knew Terri — as a performer, friend or anything else — please e-mail me at 
admin@mortengroup.com I would love to hear any stories that you have about my 
brother and interview you for the film.

—Mary F. Morten, Director, Miss Gay Black America

Sister Of 1st Miss Black America 
Searches For Information; Plans Film 

On Terri Livingstone’s Brief Life

Mary, former female impersonator Jimmy D. Johnson and Chris Gonzalez Library head librarian 
Michael Bohr met recently at English Ivy’s in Indianapolis
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Sheila's 
Column

By Sheila Suess Kennedy
As has been widely reported, Justice Antonin Scalia made a controversial — albeit 
illuminating — remark during a speech at Princeton University. A student in the audi-
ence asked him to justify previously published opinions in the course of which he had 
compared laws criminalising homosexuality to those banning bestiality and murder. 
Scalia defended the comparison, saying that while he wasn’t equating homosexuality 
with murder it illustrated his belief that legislative bodies should be able to enact laws 
against “immoral” behaviours.

After all, he reasoned, if legislators can outlaw murder, they should be able to prohibit 
other forms of “immoral behavior.”

No one who reads my columns will be surprised to find that I have a problem with this 
“logic.” Legislators can properly outlaw murder because they have an obligation to 
protect citizens from harm; Locke’s hypothesized social contract grants government an 
exclusive right to the use of coercive force in return for government’s promise to keep 
some people from harming others. 

Furthermore, to the extent that laws against murder, theft and/or rape are founded on 
morality, it is a virtually unanimous moral judgment. Political philosophers generally 
agree that legislation prohibiting consensual behaviour is improper if there is signifi-
cant disagreement about the moral status of that behaviour. Laws restricting abor-
tion or outlawing sodomy are improper because there is no social consensus on those 
issues.

Furthermore, I am deathly tired of legislators and judges who define “morality” ex-
clusively by what happens below the waist and who confuse “tradition” with a moral 
compass.

Throughout his career, Justice Scalia has devoted his undeniable brilliance not to an 
exploration of the human condition, the nature of morality or even the role of law in 
society, but rather to the creation of an elaborate intellectual defence of his personal 
prejudices.

Anyone who would equate sexual orientation — an identity — with murder — a 
behaviour — fails Classification 101. It can never be immoral simply to be something: 
gay, female, black, whatever. Morality by definition is right behaviour. And most moral 
philosophers begin that examination by asking a fairly simple question: does this be-
haviour harm another?

Now I know there are endless (legitimate) arguments about the nature of “harm,” 
but — American Family Association and its ilk to the contrary — the mere fact that 
gay people exist and may be granted equal civil rights cannot be rationally considered 
harmful.

How moral we are depends upon how we treat each other. Sexual molestation is wrong 
whether the molester is gay or straight. Theft is wrong irrespective of the colour, reli-
gion or sexual orientation of the thief.

And — as many others have noted — tradition is hardly a reliable guide to moral 
behaviour. Quite the opposite, really. War has been a human tradition. Slavery was 
traditional for generations. The submission of women lasted eons. The loss of these 
“traditions” is hardly a victory for immorality although for old, white guys like Scalia, 
I’m sure the loss of privileged status is cause for regret.

The job of legislatures is to pass measures needed by governing bodies — rules for 
civic order, taxation, service delivery and the myriad other matters that may properly 
be decided communally. 

Giving legislators the right to decide whose lives are sufficiently “moral” to deserve 
equal treatment under the law is improper. It is an abuse of power.  

It is immoral.

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The Region, 
Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything Else Would Be A 

Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
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Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Medical 
Matters

Please note... 
To keep our lawyers happy, be advised that the recommendations 
which are contained in this column are suggestions, but are not to be 
taken as medical advice. Always consult your physician or a healthcare 
professional before undertaking any physical fitness or other exercise 
programme.

Ah, the holidays! Depending when you are reading this issue you either have or are 
about to eat, drink and party your way through a family Christmas, a lot of potato lat-
kes for Chanukah, a wild New Year’s Eve or are getting a jump on Valentine’s Day with 
a lot of chocolate in your near future. 

Face it: There is NO easy solution to this time of year as it seems like calories, calories, 
calories wherever one turns.

But what to do? 

Well, you could work out a lot more. Or you could eat less. Or you could do some of 
both. But what you can’t do is look for a miracle to come make your New Year’s resolu-
tion to drop some pounds and/or tone up happen — at least not without working for it.

Forget all the miracle weight loss potions your friends, late-night TV hucksters and 
Facebook posts seem filled with right now. Skip the extra “fat burning” pills, poulices 
and drugs you seem to get four or five e-mails a day pushing. None of them work and 
many of them can or will do your body way more harm than they ever can do good. If 
you don’t believe me, then believe the food & drug FDA safety folks who will tell you 
the very same thing. 

The cold, hard fact is that looking good is all about (and only about) burning more 
calories than you take in. It doesn’t require any pills, miracles or high-tech gadgets. 
Losing weight means burning more calories than you eat — full stop, period. And that 
doesn’t mean in the next 24 hours or 48 or even seven days as some of the “miracle diet 
plans” would have you believe. 

Afterall, your body clock is not based on what happens in 24 hours — in fact your body 
(aside from your brain) doesn’t even know what a day or week are. This is about a 
long-term, persistent effort to make things happen. 

So what are a few tips we’ve picked up to help?

—Patience first. Weight, according to a doctor we checked with, can vary by as much 
as five pounds over a week depending upon what you’ve eaten, had to drink and how 
much water retention and sweating you have done (and yes, we do sweat in the Win-
ter.) Don’t weigh daily, but try for every week to 10 days and always at the same time of 
day and with either full clothes or nothing on. (Remember a pair of shorts weighs a lot 
less than thick jeans or more than nothing.) Choose one and then be consistent!

—Keep a food & exercise diary for a week before you start. Write down everything you 
drink or eat in that normal (not party) seven days. Yes, ALL of it! You’ll not only want 
to know what’s going in your mouth but also what exercise you are getting now, if any. 
And be honest! If you lie it’s only going to hurt you. When you finish the week I’m bet-
ting you will be shocked (as another physician told me) how much you ate and didn’t 
even think about — from the chocolate bar at your desk to those two extra high-calorie 
rum & Cokes at the club Saturday night.

—Make a plan and keep it simple and realistic! For example, an active 40-year-old male 
should have about 2,500 calories a day if he wants to maintain his weight. Less and he 
will lose; more and he will put on pounds. The best place we know to get your personal 
recommendation (free!) is at Mayo Clinic’s awesome counter online at www.mayoclin-
ic.com/health/calorie-calculator/NU00598 After all the talk of BMI (Body Mass Index) 
and so on you can choose your own numbers and ideals, but for me and most folks it 
boils down to plain, old pounds and calories that make the difference in how we look 
and feel. 

So what should your plan include? Well, for one, cutting calories you take in. It’s amaz-
ing how eliminating just two alcoholic drinks a week will help. Or skipping dessert. 
Or switching to sugar-free sodas (or totally eliminating them as some pundits say they 
encourage weight gain by a complex metabolic and taste shift that makes diet soda us-
ers crave sweeter foods). 

You can also find little ways to cut calories you likely won’t miss at all — things you 
likely would never think of. For example, if you use half and half in your coffee, try 2% 
milk. If you use cream, go with half and half or 2%. Butter can be replaced by mar-
garine, or if you use butter AND jam on that toast, what about leaving off the butter 
entirely? You’ll be saving the fat calories and if you use jam you likely won’t notice a 
flavour change! There are many, many more corners to cut if you just think about them 
and consult that diary to see what opportunities for saving lie amongst the pages.

I, for one, despise “low calorie”, “sugar free” or “fat free” dressings, creams, chips and 
the like so I won’t use them. Instead, I’ve dropped pounds simply by sticking with the 
full-fat product I love but eating less of it. You really won’t notice a couple fewer chips 
or less dressing on that salad and you will be shocked how good a baked potato tastes 
when you actually can taste it and not the butter, cheese or sour cream you slather all 
over it.

And that brings me to portion sizes. Look on all the boxes, bags and containers you 
buy and there will be one of those “Nutrition Facts” lists, but while we almost all at 
least glance at the calories they show, what most of us skip is the portion size. Govern-
ment regulations are supposed to have those numbers changed to realistic figures soon 
because who really drinks a half of a soda or eats a third of a candy bar? But even once 
they do get the numbers caught up with reality, the responsibility is ours to eat one 
portion.

A British reporter told it best some years ago when she described having nothing to 
read so she looked at her cereal box one morning and noticed what it said a “portion” 
was. Having not put milk on yet, she emptied what was her standard helping out of the 
bowl and put it on a kitchen scale which revealed she had been eating THREE TIMES 
the listed portion. All the while she thought that cereal had 150 calories, but she was 
actually having 450 because she was consuming three times the helping size the box 
listed.

I did two weeks just eating what all of my regular food containers said a portion should 
be and lost four pounds. It’s amazing how fast calories add up when they appear in 
stealth mode.

—Add exercise. Yes, I know it’s January and in the Midwest it’s cold and can be wet 
or icy, but there are a lot of options — from a gym membership (more on that in a 
second) to a trainer or something a lot easier — a daily walk, regardless of weather. On 
snowy or rainy days, most malls welcome walkers from about 7 a.m. and, unlike the 
gym, that “club” is free. So is the downtown canal walk, Belvedere or just your neigh-
bourhood sidewalk. It’s amazing how much I see happening and folks I stop and say hi 
to on my daily walks. Map out a few routes and then do one at least five days a week. 
Take a boyfriend, girlfriend, family member, dog or co-worker along for company 
and leave the iPod at home. It’s amazing how much more fun it is to walk down even 
familiar streets with someone to talk to and who shares your interests not just listening 
to your same old tunes. Those miles will fly — trust me as I do three miles seven days a 
week, 365 days a year without an iPod in sight, just friends or husbands to talk to,

—Finally, do not give up! Yes, you will “fall off the wagon” sometimes. The company 
party or New Year’s Eve at the club or the family dinner...they are all out there and they 
are all traps. Not so much because we over-consume this once or twice, but because 
all too often they make us say “What the hell!” and we give up.  No, you can’t “walk 
off” that piece of pie easily (Hiking for a bit over an hour is needed for just one slice of  
apple pie for instance.) but you can go back to the first point I made about averages. 
If you over-consume at that party, dinner or celebration, just walk an extra block every 
day for the week and find an easy way to cut 50 calories from each of a couple meals a 
day. At the end of the week you will be equal and on track —not ready to give up that 
diet plan due to one little slip.

Oh, and remember I mentioned something about gym memberships and trainers a 
bit ago? It will come as no shock to anyone that this time of year is when more gym 
memberships and agreements with trainers are started than at any other time. It will 
also not shock readers that March and April is when more of same get thrown by the 
wayside as folks give up their resolutions — either because they refuse to make time 
to continue healthy habits or because they won’t stay motivated. Don’t sign a gym 
contract unless you REALLY intend to fulfil it and get something for your cash. Same 
with a trainer. He or she can’t snap his or her fingers and make you look toned and 
Speedo-ready for Key West or Spring unless you make the effort consistently. Make or 
take time for the work it requires or honestly, save your cash and time. Just like with 
fad diets and those late night miracle cures, nothing will work without dedication and 
sweat long-term. Thinking otherwise is folly.

Happy new year! And see ya on the sidewalk in the morning at 6 for walkies!
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HIV/STD testing
always free. always confidential.

Know your 
status

Know you’re in

control|
Joseph F. Miller Testing Center

26 N Arsenal Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46201

Monday - Friday 

(call or go online for Saturday hours)

317.632.0123 or damien.org
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See You at IOZZO’S 
946 S Meridian St 
Indianapolis, IN  
317-974-1100 
www.iozzos.com 

Happy Hour at 
I O Z Z O ‘ S 

Half Price Appetizers Mon-Thur  
3pm-6pm in the Bar or Courtyard 

 

Choose From These Selections 
Bruschetta $3.5 
Basil Cheese Garlic Bread $4 
Meatball Martini $4 
Stuffed Mushrooms $5.5 
Calamari Fritti $5 
Toasted Ravioli $4.5 
ZoZo Crispy Shrimp $5 

Weekday Drink Specials 
Available All Day 

 

Monday 
Half Price Carafes of House Wine 

Tuesday 
25% Off Bottles of Wine 

Wednesday 
50% Off Glasses of Wine 

Thursday 
$5 Martinis 
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The Gray Agency
(317) 624-1934

INSURANCE
Because You 
Never Know 
When The 

Need Might 
Arise!

Proudly Keeping It In The Family
With An Agent You Can Talk To!

For All Your Insurance Needs: 
Auto * Home * Renters * Life * Health
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

Happy New Year! It’s time to work off those calories from too many Christmas cook-
ies, Egg Nog and Chanukah Latkes and guess what? There’s still a lot to do despite the 
cold Winter weather. Here are the items which have reached my desk, though I’m sure 
there are many more (a polite hint to send yours along for next issue!)

—DODGE BALL: If you like dodge ball and live in Louisville, check out www.louisvil-
legayathleticassociation.com for details on the dodge ball team (that’s them below) and 
other Louisville sports activities. The Derby City is always active and that includes all 
four seasons. 

—TENNIS: In tennis news, Indy Tennis donated $2,000 to the Indiana AIDS Fund to 
provide emergency funds to PWAs. The proceeds came from their recent sports tennis 
tournament. See www.glta.org  for other tennis activities in your area or contact them via 
e-mail at indy.tennis@yahoo.com for their Winter schedule.

—ROLLER DERBY: The Indianapolis based Naptown Rollergirls will be at the Indiana 
Convention Centre on 26th January. Check out www.naptownrollergirls.com for details 
and if you’ve not yet taken in one of their events, get set for some real action as these 
ladies take to the floor.

—SKIING: It’s not too late to register for Whistler Ski Week at www.gaywhistler.com  The 
event is 3rd thru 10th February and takes place at Whistler Ski Resort just an hour or so 
north of beautiful Vancover, British Columbia — one of my favourite areas anywhere. Be 
sure, if you get to go, you leave time to explore the city, the surrounding countryside and 

all of the wonderful shops along Robeson Street and on Granville Island at the colourful 
marketplace.

Closer to home you can ski at Perfect North Slopes which is just an hour or two drive 
for most readers. The downhill ski area is just outside Cincinnati near Lawrenceburg, 
Indiana. Or there’s Ski Paoli Peaks, just a few miles south of Bedford, Indiana in Orange 
County. As always, when you plan to ski the Midwest with our fickle Winters, be sure to 
check with your destination before you leave home or you might find them snowless or 
closed!

If you like cross country skiing or tobogganing, head north to Pokagon State Park in 
northern Indiana. They also have a lodge to stay in. It’s located just a few miles north of 
Ft. Wayne near the Michigan border off I-69. 

There’s also Saugatuck State Park in Michigan, which is also a good spot for cross coun-
try skiing, plus you might want to combine ourdoor activities with a stay at the nearby 
Dunes Resort, where you can party with friends, enjoy fun times and where there’s plenty 
of shopping and antique browsing, too. All of that is about an hour and a bit north of 
South Bend or three to four hours from Indianapolis.

Cross country skiing and sledding are both (weather permitting) possible at Brown 
County State Park in Nashville, Indiana, too. The park is just a short 1-2 hour drive or 
less for most readers. Stay in nearby Nashville and browse the art galleries or book the 
Abe Martin Lodge at the park itself and enjoy their new indoor pool. Rustic cabins are 
also available. 

—BIKING: Do you like bicycling? If so, plan to join Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard for 
a 10-mile Winter bike ride the 5th of January. It’s appropriately named the Polar Bear 
Pedal. Meet at 9 a.m. at the City Market’s Indy Bike Hub, 222 East Market Street, to regis-
ter for the 10 a.m. ride. Registration and details at www.indy.gov 

—FITNESS CLUBS: There are fitness clubs all over the Midwest so I’m sure there’s one 
in your neck of the woods. As for me, I like Carmel Total Fitness (820 City Centre Drive in 
Carmel, Indiana). You can check them out at www.carmeltotalfitness.com They’re handy 
for northsiders and offer more free weights than the Monon Centre. Other fitness club 
favourites of mine near my Indianapolis home are LA Fitness at Glendale and, of course, 
NIFS downtown. 

Cross fit training is also hugely popular with the community. Here in Indianapolis we 
have several centres, including Cross Fit Broad Ripple (www.crossfitbroadripple.com). 
Cross trainers apparently don’t use use treadmills, cable machines or stair masters. 
Instead, they have tires, rowers, barbells, kettle bells, pull-up bars and more. Although I 
haven’t tried it, I get exhausted just looking at the group workouts I see downtown and 
north of Broad Ripple on the Monon Trail. For reviews of fitness clubs in your area, visit 
Yelp.com and remember to never sign a contract unless you know you really can commit 
to using the facility regularly to get your money’s worth. 

—SOMETHING DIFFERENT: If you like running, live in or near Indinapolis and want 
something really different then try to “Bop to the Top”. Participants take all the steps to 
the summit of the AUL / One America Tower — the city’s second tallest building at 533 
feet. The annual event is set this year for 21st January and as it always sells out (Only so 
many can fit in those stairwells.) you should plan to pre-register at www.tuxbro.com  Oh, 
and yes you do walk or run to the top of the high rise, so better practice on some stairs 
before you try what many call the town’s most gruelling race!

Also (and more traditional) for the very hardy, the Winter Night Trail Marathon will be 
at Eagle Creek Park in Indianapolis 26th January. See www.IndyRunners.org for details. 
While you are there, check out the carpool Indy Runners is organising to the 7.45 mile 
Siberian Express Trail Race in Danville, Illinois 5th January. They’ll leave the west side of 
Indy at 9:45 a.m. Eastern Time, carpool to the event (starts at Noon Eastern, 11 a.m. Cen-
tral Time), run the race, attend the post party at Sarge’s Tap in Danville, then drive back.

—2013 PLANNER: Since you just got your 2013 calendars, make note of these events 
coming up later this year... the Indy Aquatic Masters will be hosting the Short Course Na-
tional Swim Meet at the IUPUI Natatorium 9th thru 12th May. Details at www.usms.org 

On 22nd June the new gay & lesbian “Meet Up” group based in Madison, Wisconsin is 
planning a backpacking trip to Rocky Mountain National Park. See the details at www.
meetup.com and check the website for outdoor sports clubs near you.  

Also later in the year, the IGLA 2013 swim meet will be 13th-18th August in Seattle. See 
www.igla.org  for details or google “Orca Swim Team”.

And finally in September, the Indy Tennis Classic is scheduled. It will be televised via 
the CCESportsNetwork (Visit www.CCEsportsnetwork.com for details or www.GLTA.
org for other tennis activites around the globe). As always, mention of a team, event, in-
dividual or a business does not imply sexual orientation. Also, see your doctor or get a 
physical before pursuing any strenuous activities. Finally, check listings of all events as 
times and dates may have changed. Stay warm and fit! 



Page 52       The Word   January 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

Happy Holidays 
Region-wide!

Photos For The Word From TJ 
Thompson, 501 Eagle Staff, Ted 

& Ivan.



Page 53       The Word  January 2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

It was party time all over the area as Evansville celebrated with the 
annual Tri-State Alliance Red Party in the Old Courthouse, while in 
Indianapolis Naughty Santa arrived at the 501 Eagle. Over at Downtown 
Olly’s “elves” Dean & Mikey decorated until there was nothing left to 
hang a light on, then celebrated with custom attire!
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ “Miss” Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in 
Dayton.

 Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is hot):

1 - Rihanna - Diamonds (Bimbo Jones Mix)

2 - Ke$ha - Die Young (Cosmic Dawn Mix)

3 - Justin Bieber feat. Nicki Minaj - Beauty And A Beat (Wideboys Mix)

4- Christina Aguilera - Your Body (Country Club Martini Crew Mix)

5 - Nicki Minaj - Pound The Alarm

6 - Madonna - Turn Up The Radio (R3hab Surrender Remix)

7 - Karmin - Brokenhearted (Razor-N-Guido Mix)

8 - Kylie Minogue - Timebomb (Extended Mix)

9 - Kristine W and Bimbo Jones - Everything That I Got (Bimbo Jones Club Mix)

10 - Pink - Blow Me (One Last Kiss) (Cosmic Dawn Remix)

Hey there!!! DJ “Miss” Hill here. I’m sayin’ the “YAAAAAY???” It’s January which 
means the music execs are flying to the Bahamas and the “artists” are doing their 
award shows so we get a small handful of goodies and I can’t wait to tell you all about 
‘em. 

I will confess, though, I’m pulling teeth this month kids! Just a reminder: I’m not here 
to tell you what’s new but to let you know what new remixes are out there and please 
don’t take me too seriously. I’m just trying to have fun with this and hope you get a 
kick out of it. 

—Haddaway feat. The Mad Stuntman - Up & Up: I’ve just been sent back to the 
90’s! I can do without the Stuntman guy but the rest is fun. I love it when someone 
tells me “UP!” Up where? Point the way and I’m up there. Two mixes here... The 
anthem sounds of the DJ Escape and The Johnny Vicious Main Mix which gets me 
bouncing. And then there is the Papercha$er crap mix with way too much farting ro-
bots. Sorry kids. I didn’t want my first one to reference the “robots”. But someone had 
to make a mix like that and I had to go there.

—Will.I.Am feat. Britney Spears - Scream & Shout: How sad is his career when he 
remixes the Entertainment Tonight theme (and is featured dancing in it) and then has 
to release a song featuring Britney Spears? Wasn’t Nicki or Pitbull available? Not that 
it would have helped. This song is CRAP! Where’s the substance? The Happy Hotdog 
Club Mix doesn’t even help.

—Pink - Try: After all the break-ups and fighting she’s finally telling us we gots to get 
up and “Try”. A little something uplifting from Pink for once. What’s that about? And 
I like it. And if you don’t like it just watch the video with the sound turned down. Just 
the choreography wears me out. I like an artist who can do more than just record in 
the studio. She’s performing with more than just her voice and you saw that on that 
awards show last month, too. Now, because I have to play the dance stuff I recom-
mend the Cosmic Dawn Mix. Less piano and a little more electronic but faithful to the 
original. Yay Pink!!!

—Justin Bieber feat. Nicki Minaj - Beauty And A Beat: Oh my God! Someone shoot 
me! Will.I.Am couldn’t get Nicki ‘cause she was all over “Boy Twinkie” and I love her 
quote “...keep an eye out for Miss Selener” . Well, don’t worry about that. They’s broke 
up. Anyway...Grow up already and let me know when your voice changes. Oh...the 
mix…I’m playing the Wideboys Mix and sometimes just play the original. It’s more 
about the visual watching the kids splash in the neighbourhood water park. No, I 
didn’t say “water sports” you filthy perverts!

 —Stooshe - Waterfalls: Why in the hell would someone cover this stupid song. Oh...
because they’re running out of ideas. (Bookmark Will.I.Am’s new one.) Not that any-
one is going to ask for it but if someone does I have the Moto Blanco Mix.

—Ellie Goulding - Figure 8: Some of you are going to hate me...even more. I do not 
get why she is so popular. Her little whispery voice. I have a feeling I’m going to be 
dealing with this mess like I did with Adele. I’ll just wait and Ellie will die off just like 

Adele did. I’ve never liked her but someone has to. So, if someone asks for her we have 
the Alias Club Mix. PS...The original is ALMOST like Dubstep. Just not as grindy. But 
slow enough.

That’s it for now. Sorry for the downers but I hope you got a chuckle out of it. Hoping 
February brings some new stuff in. It usually does. Not to mention “Miss” Cupid! Care-
ful where you point that arrow!

Check me out at the newly updated MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under 
DJ-Douglas Hill. I’d love to hear from you. You can also e-mail me at hill@misshilldj.
com. And please let me know about anything new or any local independent music. I’m 
always open to new stuff. ‘Til next month...

CINCINNATI—The non-denominational church, New Spirit Metropolitan Church held 
its annual business meeting recently following their regular Sunday morning service at 
10.30 a.m.  Helen Quinlan, at-large member of the board, was reelected to a three year 
term, joining Bobbi Morris (Treasurer for 2013) and Reverend Joe Poynter - the Vice 
Moderator of the Board.

Leaving the board after years of service as treasurer is Mary Warders. Her spouse 
Linda Price will continue as the lay representative for the local congregation and will 
be attending a national event in Chicago next year to represent the local church.

In lieu of a Christmas eve service this year, the group will hold its Christmas celebra-
tion the Sunday before Christmas, 23rd December at the regular worship time of 10.30 
a.m. at 4033 Hamilton Ave in Northside. Following service, members of the commu-
nity are welcome to celebrate with a bring-your-favourite Christmas dessert for others 
to share event.

The local church has been a member of the international MCC church organisation 
since its founding in 1973. While the church has not had a permanent pastor for a few 
years, a worship team consisting of Rev. Joe Poynter, Karen Allen and her spouse Adri-
ana Bustamante from Dayton’s Living Waters Ministry and Reverend Robin White of 
the MCC in Louisville have taken the lead to afford spiritual messages. The church 
purchased their building at 4033 Hamilton Avenue in Northside in December 2002.

Organizationally, the church approved a budget in excess of $40,000 with income pri-
marily coming from congregational tithes, offerings and special fundraising events.

Shown in the photo above, left to right, Bobbi Morris (current Board Member and 
treasurer for 2013), The Rev. Joe Poynter (Vice Moderator of Board, current board 
member and continuing for 2013) and Helen Quinlan (re-elected as at-large member 
three-year term). Photo Courtesy of Mother Goose.
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Well, in the case of Gregory Gilmore and Carlos Cain (below) they take their years of 
retail background, their desire for something new and different for Indianapolis and 
Central Indiana and they open the Toolbox Men’s Supply Company at 853 East 65th 
Street in the heart of the Broad Ripple Village.

just one of each item in each size, so I’m not kidding when I tell someone if you see it 
and you like it, you might want to buy it before it’s gone. While this sounds strange, 
we’d rather show a good range of things and not 10 of every item in every size, though 
we are happy to order items and sizes we might be out of when a customer requests.”

Drilling another idea into customers’ heads can be difficult because he noted that state 
health laws don’t allow returns of underwear and swimwear so they’ll want to make 
sure an item fits the user right before they buy it and head out the door. 

In case you are planning on popping 
by next time you need nuts, bolts, 
screws, hammers or planks, don’t. 
They do not sell any of the above. 
But they DO have a wonderful sup-
ply of unique-to-Indiana brands 
of men’s underwear, swimwear 
and loungewear...and they have it 
in sizes from small to XXL. That’s 
right. To quote Gregory, “Many of 
our friends are bears and Carlos is 
himself a big guy, so we decided if 
we couldn’t fit everyone, we’d not 
carry a line. It’s amazing how many 
of the companies had never been 
asked for 2XL before, but they have 
now and we have  items in stock for 
all size guys.” Mind you, before you 
plan to clamp onto a 2XL g-string 
that not everything is available in 
every size and Gregory is prepared 
— in the nicest way possible — to 
make sure what you buy will look 
good on you once you get it home or 
to the beach or pool.

The duo didn’t just bolt into the retail fray yesterday, either, as they know the drill well.  
Gregory measured years with Restoration Hardware while Carlos continues in his “day 
job” doing visuals — a job he’s spent over a dozen years perfecting at retailers includ-
ing The Gap.

The couple also went travelling and as they looked at similar shops in what Gregory 
termed “the big cities” he kept thinking this would work in Indianapolis. But they 
didn’t just go to success stories. At one shop, now out of business, he said Carlos 
looked around, walked out and immediately started sawing away at everything the 
owners were doing wrong — from what the duo termed poor merchandise choice 
to badly-designed displays. They knew they could nail down something much more 
customer friendly and since they wanted it to be just so, they did the work themselves 
— often using what other firms would have put in the trash.

Shelving includes old pallets, hooks, packing cases, industrial metal and corregated 
surfaces, so there is a bit of the hardware present in this Toolbox wherever one looks.

“The name actually was found accidentally,” Gregory told us on a recent visit. “I was 
in a place and ran into a gift box that I thought looked like one of those mechanics’ 
toolboxes — you know the ones they come in with when they are going to repair your 
washer or fix the engine. I loved the look and the Toolbox name has a great double 
meaning, so we picked it for the shop!”

And they do have some neat things to show your own tool in. Brands including Dore-
anse, N2N Bodywear, ActiveMan, Ginch Gonch, Timoteo, CellBlock13 and Rufskin are 
all on display and are all exclusive to the area. “If Saks or Nordstrom has it, I told the 
rep we weren’t interested. We wanted to be unique not only in what we carry, but we 
are in other ways, too, such as the 2XL sizing on many of our items and the fact that 
five of our seven brands are made in America.”

Gregory noted that not only assures quality, “and if someone’s paying $12-$20 for an 
item they deserve that,” but he added that it’s a good feeling to support American jobs 
where possible.  He did note that Doreanse is Turkish and that’s provided some amuse-
ment as the couple worked with the makers in Turkey to provide those 2XL and other 
special garmets while overcoming the language barrier at the same time.

He also noted that with a small shop and a lot of different brands, Toolbox has had to 
limit how many of each item they can hang on the racks. “At present, we usually have 

So who are the customers so far? Well, the shop’s just been open a bit over a month 
but it seems a mix of gay clientele and straight women. “Most folks don’t know it, but 
70% of all men’s underwear is purchased by women, so giving everyone a level of com-
fort in the shop is important,” the owners noted, adding, “We have been steadfast that 
whether someone’s gay, straight, male or female, they should feel welcome when they 
come in our doors.”

Those doors will be unlocked (for the time being) Tuesdays through Saturdays from 
11 a.m. until 8 p.m. and Sunday afternoons from noon till 5. At present, the tools stay 

in their box on Sundays to give the 
owners time to restock, refresh and 
sharpen their edges.

The Toolbox is online at www.toolbox-
indy.com and on Facebook as well as 
Toolbox Men’s Supply Company. 

After we shopped and made a pur-
chase, as we were checking out, we 
asked Gregory the one question he 
said he’s been waiting for but which 
hasn’t happened yet: “What happens 
when some old man comes in wanting 
a hammer, screws or wood glue?”

His answer: “I’ll tell him we have un-
derwear, loungewear and swimwear, 
but I won’t be shocked. When I was 
at Restoration Hardware, we’d get 
people coming in all the time wanting 
hammers, screws and hooks. Just like 
here, we didn’t sell them there, either, 
so I’m prepared!”

Indy Couple Plans To Nail Down Underwear & 
Other Business With New Broad Ripple Shop

Continued From The Front Page
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Neither asteroid nor polar ice melt nor solar flare 
nor gloom of the zombie apocalypse shall stay these 
musicians from the completion of their assigned parts.
If you survived the end of the world, Come Out and Play with the Pride of Indy Bands.

PR
ID

E OF INDY

BAN DS
For more information, visit us at 
www.prideofindy.org

Tuesday • Broadway Methodist Church • 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
609 East 29th Street, Indianapolis

Our Media Partners:

Rehearsals 
begin again 
January 8th!
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
Ah what a month we pussies have had....between the overeating holidays (poor turkeys!) 
and Chanukah being early (never seen gift-wrapped catnip before but Syd adores the 
wooden tube Anthony made for her to hide in and we hear tell there’s a special “cat 
house” under construction) and Christmas it’s been all go though we have had a bit of 
time for reading e-mails and taking calls. And when we did, what info we got! ...First 
off, Ted, Anthony, Ivan and Lee are still laughing at and with Word delivery crew 
member Doug. Seems a street person got into our downtown Indy paper warehouse 
and did what comes naturally in the middle of the floor, which Doug missed seeing and 
then drove over with his car. When Doug er, ah caught wind of what it was he let out 
THE loudest shriek any of us have ever heard and yelled “IT’S POO! IT’S POO!” We 
don’t think he was talking about Winnie, either, but it was hilarious to see and hear we 
cats are told. Thank goodness WE use our litter pan! ...Anyway, speaking of seeing 
and hearing, we cats understand we missed quite the spectacle over at Downtown 
Olly’s in Indianapolis as Dean and Mikey dressed up in tights and other gear as 
Santa’s Elves. That was OK inside the club on a quiet weekday morning while they were 
decorating for the holidays, but Dean decided he could top himself so he led Mikey out 
front and the duo decorated and entertained passing traffic on Illinois Street! We hear 
there were a few near crashes and one man (on a bicycle) stopped and was so turned 
on (musta been the tights) that he played with his junk until the staff sent him going 
(After coming? Well maybe!!) on his way. Santa undoubtedly didn’t leave that bad boy 
anything, but we hear Dean and Mikey might be up for some acting awards though the 
police hope they stay inside next time to 
avoid any potential wrecks! Don’t miss 
the photo of this dynamic duo Ted put 
on Page One! ...Speaking of potential, 
we didn’t know our old friend (ex of 
Cash & Carry paper and now on staff 
at Ralph’s Great Divide) Jack Lafary 
had it in him, but you discover stuff 
all the time. What we’re talkin’ about is 
he has an ex wife from before he “went 
straight” and their daughter recently 
had a kid, making Jack a grand dad! 
We always thought the only grand dad 
Jack knew much about was the old kind 
that comes in a bottle, but anyway we 
ran into him recently at English Ivy’s 
and the proud grandpa was showin’ 
off pics of his first granddaughter on 
his phone. He followed up with an e-mail which read, “It was good seeing you @ ivys! 
If you want to put it in, Aubree Eileen was born on the 7th of November — the same 
day as my partner Howard! Both scorpios AND dragons! Beautiful and healthy! And for 
the record, I’m papa. Don’t call me grandpa! Makes me feel old, even though I’m getting 
there : )”  What can we cats say to that but congrats to all concerned? The next cock-
tail is on us and our crew, Jack! ...Speaking of congrats, congrats to these pussies’ 
long-time friend Brian on getting a great new job. Brian is at Sheraton on the Circle 
in downtown Indy as a Lobby Ambassador, which is as close as they come down there 
to a concierge. (Dontcha just love titles folks come up with?) Anyhooo, if you need a 
room, he’s your man! ... Speaking of men, it appears the man what owns one Midwest 
nite spot has ordered the local HIV/AIDS testing group to leave his club. Why? Well, staff 
have been sworn to keep it quiet, but we pussies hear tell the real reason is not enough 
of those who come to get tested buy drinks, so he claims he’s not making enough cash 
on test nights! Too bad he’s not man enough to understand the need for everyone to get 
checked!  ...Looks like owner Ivan is working in his new job with a lot of the com-
munity and one of his bosses’ names seems to come up plenty, but all in a good 
way. The guy’s best friends own a local gay business, while the dude’s partner does our 
best friend and proofreader’s doo. She calls him “the magician” but we never did think 
she was in need of magic to look as nice as she does! Anyway, all the circles seem to end 
up back at the same place, which we cats find amusing. ...Finally, speaking of amus-
ing, we are sad and not at all amused to bid farewell to great family friend Sophie. 
That’s her in the photo above. She was a really sweet (99 pound) Bernese Mountain Dog 
who belonged to our owners’ best buds Rich & Heidi. Sadly, we lost her to cancer the 
day after Thanksgiving though her memory and photos will always live on in our hearts 
as well as here at the column. She is missed! ... Speaking of missing we are out of space, 
so don’t wanna miss wishing all a Happy 2013. See ya with our pal Cupid in February!

LOUISVILLE—It’s on the Bourbon Trail and for that alone, with the huge selection 
of wonderful items behind the bar, it should be a “must visit” but for those of us who 
would rather eat than drink our calories, the folks at downtown’s Doc Crow’s Southern 
Smokehouse & Raw Bar are equally worthy of a visit because the food here is good.

Louisville, my home town and a place which has always shunned the national res-
taurant chains — places which cities like Indianapolis seem to embrace — should 
rank Doc Crow’s amongst it’s top newer arrivals. It’s up there with the likes of Lynn’s 
Paradise Cafe and the East End’s John E’s in our not-always-humble way of thinking. 
And to us one of the best parts is Doc Crow’s location downtown, something a lot of 
Louisville restaurants these days avoid like the plague in a city where shopping long 
ago fled the centre city and sadly took a lot of the great food with it to St. Matthews, 
the East End and Bardstown Road. Back in the day we’d eat at Luvisi’s, Stebbins, Kunz 
The Dutchman and I could go on and on, but suffice to say Doc Crow’s being down-
town is a plus.

Doc Crow’s is in the heart of the newly-revived Whiskey Row at 127 West Main, just 
east of the 2nd Street bridge. It’s one of those places where you’d still expect to see 
a dentist or doc himself practicing upstairs amongst the ancient brickwork and the 
decor from a century and more ago.

But for all the building screams history, the food and menus are up-to-date and what 
comes from the kitchens is worth a return visit, and another after that. It also is worth 
mention that pricing is more than fair with four of us enjoying a quiet lunch on a rainy 
weekday for $46, which in today’s money is not at all bad. Neither are the comments 
from both local and national publications, including The New York Times whose com-
ment is featured on the restaurant’s website (www.doccrows.com) and which says 
about the place, “Take a seat in the back room of this 1880s-era gem and enjoy oysters 
on the half shell with bourbon mignonette ($2 to $2.50 each) and Carolina-style pulled 
pork ($8). Brett Davis, an owner, one of 112 master sommeliers in the country, prowls 
about most nights. Ask Brett to select which of Doc Crows’ 64 bourbons will go best 
with your meal.”

We sadly didn’t get to meet 
Brett and we did lunch not 
dinner, but I can tell you the 
persons at our table who had 
the pulled pork with sweet 
potato fries raved almost as 
much the the Times reporter 
about both the quality and 
quantity of what our friendly 
waiter delivered.

As for the rest of us? Well, 
I loved my oyster po boy 
though will confess I wish 
there’d been a few more of 
the delicious fried oysters on 
the wonderful roll, even if it 
meant charging a bit more 
than the $9 I paid. And the 
person at our table who did 
the Beef Brisket Supper ($8) 
loved not only the beef but the 
Texas toast which accompanied it. 

While we didn’t do anything alcoholic (being the middle of the day and with errands 
and family visits to still do) we did enjoy a couple glasses of the Barq’s Root Beer and 
a shared a side Caesar Salad, which featured the unusual addition of what the menu 
called seasoned cracklin’ croutons.

The best thing about Doc Crow’s was just that --- the usual is made unusual and the 
everyday becomes special, meaning it’s now on our “best locals” list along with Lynn’s, 
John E’s, Austin’s, Buck’s and the Goose Creek Diner (just to name a few) for visits 
back home. We’d recommend it highly and can hardly wait to go back and try the Soft 
Shell Crabs, Fried Green Tomatoes, made to order Seasoned Pork Rinds and the Bread 
Pudding — none of which we had time or room for this first visit!
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