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The Last Dance...
Indy’s Unicorn Club Turns Out Spotlight After 29 Years

Word
News

The Word is pleased to welcome two new columnists effective with this 
issue. Look inside for our new Leather columnist and the column’s new 
title, too:  Panther’s Perspective. And, if you want to know what your future 
holds, check out the area’s first gay-written horoscopes as we start Star-
Child Thomas’ new column, Horoscopes by Foxy. Also inside, don’t miss 
three full pages of pride photos on 57, 60 & 61!

INDIANAPOLIS—An Indianapolis tradition is dead, as the Unicorn Club has turned 
out the spotlight for the last time, locked the door and put a “for sale” sign on it after 
almost three decades of dancing, partying and fun.

The chief reason is the de-
clining health of Unicorn 
co-founder and now sole 
owner Paul Eckert who 
made the announcement 
in mid-June backed with 
a statement that business, 
which used to be in the 
hundreds or thousands 
of customers a week, has 
been declining for some 
time — a decline which 
has rapidly accelerated in 
the past few months due 
to changes to the club’s 
format and the retirement 
of Clepha who managed it 
for many, many years.

In light of the above, Paul 
pulled the plug 17th June 
in a notice to the club’s 
dancers and a sign on 

the door. He also called The Word to make the closing official as well as to place an ad 
which shows the club and all fixtures being for sale for offers over $200,000.

Eckert began the club in 1972 with partners Johnny Martin (shown with him in the 
photo at left from one of the club’s old Summer picnics on the west side about 1989) 
and Don Martinelli. Martinelli passed away in 1984 and Martin in 1996, leaving Eckert 
and his staff to own and manage what has long been one of the Midwest’s premier 
clubs.

But over the years time and outside issues took their toll. The club had a major fire a 
few years ago and was shut for weeks of repairs, and Eckert’s health declined. When 
Dane Benner (a.k.a. Clepha) retired at the end of 2012, Eckert put The Unicorn up 
for sale, but with no serious buyers decided to put up the shutters in June, turn the 
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist

Please Continue On Page 22

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2013 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               

August Edition
Deadline

™

Tuesday 16th July
Papers On Street:  
Friday 26th July
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Serving OUR Community  
With Legal Services  
For YOUR Unique Needs 
 

 www.bjbairdlaw.com 
bjbaird@bjbairdlaw.com 

 

317.637.2345 

445 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA STREET,  SUITE 401   INDIANAPOLIS, IN  46204 

SOME COLUMNS WRITE THEMSELVES

This column was 75% written in the theatre of my mind until an event two days ago 
shifted the focus. Completely.

Did you ever have one of those “ah-hah” moments when you realised something in a 
crystal-clear manner? Maybe something that had eluded you prior to that exact mo-
ment? Such is the case of my complete contempt for a particular Indiana state agency.  

The Bureau of Motor Vehicles on 17th June added yet another sad chapter to the too-
long story of the Indiana Youth Group (IYG) and its attempt to get / regain a personal-
ised licence plate.

On that date the BMV commissioner Scott Waddell sought “clarification” of the bu-
reau’s administrative law judge’s 1st June ruling regarding the IYG specialty plate.  By 
“clarification” BMV means it’s possible the plate won’t be reinstated. This sorry-assed 
saga is briefly recounted below:

—IYG seeks specialty plate which would add $20-25,000 annually to their treasury via 
the sale of specialty plates to Hoosier consumers who voluntarily step up to pay the extra 
fee which is then split with the state.

—BMV denies the IYG’s petition. Twice. And IYG hires the ACLU of Indiana to fight their 
case. Just short of a lawsuit going to trial, the BMV caves because they’d have lost.

—As part of that negotiated settlement IYG starts issuing its plate. Legislators try to block 
the action in numerous ways. That fails. One day after the 2012 session adjourns, a 
group of 20 state senators send a letter to Commissioner Waddell demanding that IYG’s 
plate be yanked because they’d allegedly violated an arcane rule about selling some of 
those plates for a premium. Two other groups were similarly accused. All three groups 
had their plates yanked.

—IYG files an administrative appeal which was adjudicated through established chan-
nels. On 1 June the agency’s administrative law judge confirms the plates were suspended 
without full cause. Further, the ruling indicated the bureau had cited the wrong rule in its 
action to remove the IYG plate. Without a commissioner’s internal appeal the IYG could 
begin reissuing plates by the time you read this.

The BMV commissioner’s “review” came on the last day of a 15-day timeframe after 
which the ALJ’s order would’ve had the effect of law. I feel The Indiana Youth Group 
is being persecuted here because they dare to provide strong and profound services to 
at-risk youth — namely, lesbian, bi, gay and trans youth. They’ve been doing so admi-
rably for years. The licence plate money accomplished two things: it provided rolling 
billboards for the group’s superb efforts and it provided cash for those works.

And here’s the dirty little secret oft-repeated around the Statehouse and which is, I 
am convinced, very likely true: the 20 senators were probably sought by none other 
than Eric Miller, the controversial and mean-spirited head of a large anti-gay group 
Advance America.  

It’s risky to point out the obvious because clowns like Miller use this kind of exposure 
to fan the flames inside their flock. But it’s time someone spoke up. For those of you 
keeping score, the villains here are the 20 senators who (allegedly) answered Miller’s 
call for political blood. The letter’s signatories are: Sens. Brent Steele, Carlin Yoder, 
Connie Lawson, Dennis Kruse, Doug Eckerty, Greg Walker, James Banks, James R. 
Buck, Jim Merritt, Jim Tomes, John Waterman, Michael Young, Patricia Miller, Phil 
Boots, Randall Head, Richard Bray, Ronnie Alting, Ryan Mishler, Sue Landske and 
Travis Holdman.

Sen. Bray retired in 2012. His son took his place. Sen. Lawson was appointed Secre-
tary of State when that office’s former occupant, Charlie White, was convicted of voter 
fraud.

The signatures on that letter to the BMV commissioner can be overlooked by some. 
In the high-stakes game of moral politics, that might be fair. But the commissioner’s 
gutless action then, and his “review” request in mid-June, are living testimonials to the 
cynics among us who think government is the wretched result of political incest. Or 
worse.

It is fair to observe that the BMV commissioner is appointed by the governor to serve 
at the governor’s pleasure. Former Gov. Mitch Daniels’s office refused to intervene 

in 2012.  Gov. Mike Pence’s office was silent on the June “review” request. And here’s 
where moral politics practiced by the far-right can meet the practical road of “we’ve 
had enough of this BS”: Wouldn’t it be precious if the end financial result of this 
brouhaha was more money to IYG than they’d have realised if the state had left them 
alone?
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(317) 656-7223
HPWinnersCircle.com

Details available at Club Centaur Programs Counter. Must be 18 years or older to enter. Management reserves all rights. Some programs subject to change.

Downtown Indy - Just one block from Monument Circle at 
20 N. Pennsylvania between Washington and Market Streets.

Food, Friends, Fun, Horseplay...A Winning Combination!

EVERY DAY | $3.00 20-ounce Featured Draft Beer of the Day
MONDAYS & TUESDAYS | $3.00 Well You-Call-Its

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS | $8.95 Buckets of Domestic Beers (3)
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS | $3.00 Bloody Mary Bar

Mondays through Fridays from 11 am to 2 pm • Only $9.95!
Try Our Express Lunch Menu!

Hoosier Park’s Winner’s Circle Pub, Grille & OTB

(800) 526-7223 • HoosierPark.com

$20,000 is Up for Grabs  
Every Weekend - Guaranteed!

$20,000 is Up for Grabs  
Every Weekend - Guaranteed!

HOOSIER PARK RACING & CASINO

$160,000

ENTER FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS 
NOW THROUGH JULY 27

Enter from 10 am on Fridays through 9:59 pm  
on Saturdays. At approximately 10:15 pm each Saturday,  
one lucky guest will win $20,000 - GUARANTEED!

Complete rules available. Management reserves all rights. Must be 21 years or older to enter casino. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.
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www.dirtytease.net

1551 Bardstown Rd.

502-637-4601

Family owned and
operated since 2007

Where you can
wear your insides out!

Custom tees
made while you wait.

Lots of designs and
colors to choose from.

Come on in and
get teased!

Louisville, KY 40205

$5.00 of with this ad

d
ir
t
y t

ea
se

d
ir
t
y t

ea
se



      The Word  July  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 11 



Page 12       The Word   July  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



      The Word  July  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 13 



Page 14       The Word   July  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

As we enjoy this Independence Day, let us also 
celebrate our freedom. We are free to set goals, 
make choices and take steps to prepare for the 
future we want to live.

Call today to start taking steps toward 
your financial independence.

Happy
Fourth of July

www.edwardjones.com

MKT-4601-A Member SIPC

Michael E Wright, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

6925 E 96th Street
Suite 265
Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-9563

Obituary

INDIANAPOLIS—Brent Creek, the 
long-time manager and partner in The 
Works here has died after a brief ill-
ness at age 57. 

Creek assumed a management role 
at The Works, a popular local spot, 
several times, including the past few 
years when he stepped back in after 
the passing of the previous manager. 
Before that, he managed The Works 
after Stan Berg and his partner Tim 
Miller both passed away.

The Works has been an Indianapolis 
institution for many, many years, 
and was founded by Berg and Miller 
downtown before it later moved to its 
current location on North Keystone 
Avenue.

Berg was well-known in the communi-
ty as a gay activist who drew attention 
to what in the day were rough-handed, 
anti-gay police and political tactics by 
city officials. 

Amongst his best-known demonstra-
tions was chaining himself to the 
monument downtown and making the 
news as police arrested him. 

He and Miller also owned The New 
Works News, one of Indiana’s first gay 
newspapers which ceased publication 
in the early 1990s.

No funeral arrangements or other 
information on Mr. Creek’s memorial 
was available at presstime.

If You Want To 
Reach Customers 

All Over The 
Region, Reach 

For The Phone & 
Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A 
Wrong Number! 

317/725.8840
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DJ Ralphi Rosario
DJ Mark Vallese
Wigged OutTea
Karaoke
Men of Manwatch 
Cabaret:  Hannaniah Whitley
 Cabaret: Kelly & Rick

July 25-28 Venetian 
Weekend

Venetian 
Weekend

July 11-14

DJ Mark Vallese
Employee Turnabout Show
Men of Manwatch
Hat Tea Dance 
Cabaret: Amy & Freddy,
 Kelly & Rick

Sand StormWeekend

Sand StormWeekend

July 18-21

Christmas 
in JulyChristmas 
in July

Men of Manwatch 
Cabaret: Dunes Divas
 Kelly & Rick         

 

DJ Mark Vallese
Christmas Tea Dance  
Karaoke

269.857.1401   

SAUGATUCK, MI

w
w

w
.DunesResort.com
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Anthony       eam realty
Covering all your real estate needs  

when you need us.

Jim Anthony, REALTOR®

Diane Cassidy, REALTOR®

Rena Swails, REALTOR®

Jessica Klopfer, ASSISTANT

David Lowery, STAGING

317.488.1673

F.C. Tucker Co., Inc.
www.AnthonyTeamRealty.com

Come Stay
Gay men and women find The 
Dunes Resort an ideal place to relax, 
unwind, and celebrate.
•	Rooms	offering	2	double	beds	to	king	suites
•	1	and	2	bedroom	Cottages,	some	with	
kitchens	and	hot	tubs.
•	Located	in	Saugatuck	Michigan,	one	of	the	
countries	most	gay	friendly	small	towns.
•	Minutes	from	the	beach	or	a	stroll	among	
shops	and	art	galleries

Come Play
Party and play at the Midwest’s 
largest gay and lesbian 
entertainment complex.
•	Nightclub	featuring	the	area’s	best	DJs
•	Cabaret	with	live	entertainment
•	One	of	the	best	outdoor	patio	gay	bars		
in	Michigan
•	Game	room	that	overlooks	the	main		
bar	and	deck
•	Beautiful	pool	area	with	bar	and	lounge

269.857.1401			
SAUGATUCK,	MI

w
w

w
.DunesResort.com
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AWAY.COM LISTS 

  
AT #2 ON THEIR LIST 
OF THE TOP 10 

HIDDEN-GEM 
WINE REGIONS

THE BEST COFFEE SHOP  
ON THE PLANET IS  
SOMA  
IN BLOOMINGTON
- ADAM
  BERLIN, GERMANY

THE BLOOMINGTON EFFECT ACRES OF PUBLIC FORESTS
NEAR BLOOMINGTON: 

200,000
NUMBER OF BEARS:

0
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Fort Wayne Does Pride Right 26th 
& 27th July @ Headwaters Park!

FORT WAYNE—Located in the heart of downtown, Headwaters Park will again, for 
the 17th time, host Fort Wayne Pride 26th and 27th July. The all-ages festival features 
an entertainment stage, vendor market, beer tent, food, workshops, KidSpace, and 
tournaments all under the beautiful shade of the huge Headwaters dome. 

Friday’s hours are from 7p.m. till midnight with a $3 gate fee and Saturday’s are noon-
midnight with a $5 wristband that gets you in all day. Children 12 and under are free 
both days.

The funky Sum Morz will kick off the festival Friday at 7 p.m. Rock-n-roll band the 
Yellow Dead Bettys will keep the party going with DJ Chris Cruise throwing down the 
beats until midnight. Come down and enjoy a beer, try out some of the yummy food, 
or browse the vendor market early. 

The Pride March will return Saturday morning with the route extending throughout 
the downtown Fort Wayne area. Participation in the march is free and anyone is wel-
come to join. It steps off in front of the park at 11.30 a.m. and will be back in time for 
the beginning of the festival.

Saturday’s daytime events include the vendor market, with a variety of retail, non-prof-
it and business booths running from noon to 7 p.m. The workshop tent offers festival 
goers the opportunity to learn about topics such as foster parenting, spirituality, legal 
issues and financial planning. KidSpace is a free area for proud folks 12 and under 
with a moonwalk, games, prizes and crafts. 

The afternoon also includes the Cornhole Tournament where teams compete for cash 
prizes. Of course, the entire day will include a variety of favourite fest food, beverages 
and the entertainment stage.

That stage will be packed with a variety of local, regional and national talent. The hip 
hop duo, God-Des and She, is headlining again this year and will perform hits as seen 
on The L Word and MTV’s Logo channel. Indy duo Jessie and Amy are making their 
debut and crowds will love Danny Vachon, seen on season 8 of American Idol. 

R & B singer Chris Anthem will make the guys swoon and DJ T.A.B. will pump up the 
crowd before the night’s big show. Along with many other talented performers, the fes-
tival will end with the area’s largest drag show featuring two dozen kings and queens 
doing their thing in front of thousands. 

Fort Wayne Pride continues to expand by adding events to create a Pride Week cel-
ebration. 

Jason Stuart is headlining the pride comedy night at Snickerz on Wednesday 24th 
July. Stuart is known not only for his outrageous stand-up, but for his appearances on 
over 40 TV shows and dozens of movies including Will & Grace, The Closer, It’s Always 
Sunny in Philadelphia, Kindergarten Cop and Coffee Date. Tickets are $8 in advance and 
$10 at the door. 

The first Fort 
Wayne Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi & Trans 
Film Festival is 
scheduled for 
Sunday the 28th at 
the Cinema Centre. 
The first of three 
movies begins at 2 
p.m. Each movie 
is $8 or you can 
purchase an all day 
pass for $15. 

And the week 
finishes on Tuesday 
the 30th with Pride 
Night at the city’s 
minor league base-
ball team, The Tin-
caps. Fort Wayne’s 
community has a 
lot of time and a lot 

of events to celebrate this year.

If you aren’t local, there’s good news, too. So you don’t miss out on one of the last 
prides of the year The Fort Wayne Hilton is offering a pride rate for festival goers 
which can be accessed through the pride website. 

Fort Wayne Pride would like to thank its sponsors The Word, Miller Lite, Coors Light, 
Mike’s Hard Lemonade, CocaCola, Hot 107.9, Rewind 106.3, Whatzup Magazine, Snick-
erz Comedy Club, Doctor Feelgood’s DJ Service and the Hilton. 

For more information check out Pride’s website www.fwpride.org or like them on 
Facebook.
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Six

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
You can, and I hope you will, donate to IYG through 
their web portal: www.indianyouthgroup.org but you 
can also write your legislators, the governor and the 
BMV commissioner and ask them to knock it off. 
Especially if your senator is on that list. This long ago 
ceased becoming good government. It jumped right 
into the aura of revenge politics. And it’s well-known 
that revenge is a dish best served cold. If at all.

For those 20 senators, for the Governor(s) and for the 
BMV, here’s a message that should’ve been sent long 
ago:

Cease and Desist.  

Because you’ve now created victims and martyrs. Are 
you proud of yourselves? Does it feel good to gang up 
on at-risk kids?

MARRIAGE TWO-STEP

Recently in our household two good friends got mar-
ried. In the traditional sense: one man, one woman at 
a church with cake, good food, presents and beer in 
the church hall afterward. The search for an appro-
priate wedding card to go with the gift was mind-
numbing.

Except for a few hip card shops the marriage card 
aisle is decidedly pro-“traditional” marriage. 

Not that it mattered on this particular shopping trip, 
but our community was null and void in that card 
selection. Brangelina didn’t tie the knot for years be-
cause they wanted to wait until their gay friends could 
legally do likewise, which was a touching tribute. 

I don’t expect my straight friends to suspend their 
marriage plans in solidarity with those of us who 
cannot enjoy the same rights, but is it too much to ask 
Target to have a few cards for our community sprin-
kled among the others?  

It was just one more reminder in modern culture that 
our community is not a full participant in the rights 
and obligations similar to those our parents enjoy. 

And sometimes it becomes a bridge too far. If only for 
one day.

ILLINOIS WATCH

The folks in Illinois missed a golden opportunity to 
pass full marriage equality in May when their legis-
lature adjourned without taking a House vote on the 
marriage bill. It has passed the Senate. 

The political drama was thick. Southside Chicago 
black clergy weighed in against marriage equality.

 Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel countered with full 
and loud support.  

In the end the House action fell two votes short. Sup-
porters think they’ll be able to muster the two votes 
when the legislature reconvenes in a few months, and 
when that happens, a simple question:

For those of you who live within a few minutes of the 
Illinois border — will an invisible state line affect your 
residency?
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ATTACK of the recurring Syphilis!

Its Back!
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Dear Dr. Fred: What can I do to get through to a neighbour of mine that she needs to 
mind her own business? She is constantly (over the 17 years I’ve lived in this building) 
looking to butt in to the personal lives of myself and many of my neighbours. 

As a gay man, this has been a source of stress as she also happens to be homophobic. An 
example of problem behavior with this neighbor that has homophobic overtones: She told 
a gentleman who had moved into the apartment next to mine, he had been my neighbour 
barely one week, that I had “wild gay sex parties” in my apartment every night! 

When this neighbour and a second neighbour who lives across the street shared this my 
first response was to laugh and say, “Well I wish someone would invite me to one of those 
parties!” But the more I thought about it the more it really bothered me. 
 
There are at least a half dozen neighbours, including myself -- including those of us who 
live in the same building as this person and those who live across the street -- who refuse 
to talk to this lady. Yet as recently as two weeks ago she came up to me to ask about how 
I came up with money to purchase my new vehicle. I refused to get into such a discus-
sion and she finally walked away.

Sign me,

“Neighbour to a Crazy Lady in Crescent Hill”

Dear Neighbour: Frankly, I’d be tempted to tell her, “Be gone, before somebody drops 
a house on you.” But that may not be the smartest or most effective way of managing 
this noisome nuisance. And I think you do need to be cautious in dealing with her, 
because she may have a very serious personality disorder.

In the world of psychotherapy and therapists, there are patients with certain diagno-
ses that many of us are loathe to treat. Chief among these is the dreaded Borderline 
Personality Disorder or BPD. 

People with BPD can be very charming and engaging, at least superficially. However, 
their most striking characteristic is a total inability to sustain close or lasting relation-
ships. In fact, many BPDs may actually feel threatened when others get too close to 
them, and will engage in a variety of off-putting behaviours to sabotage the relation-
ship.

The BPD’s modus operandi goes something like this: “I hate you! But why are you leav-
ing me? I knew I shouldn’t have trusted you!” The more severe BPD may never even 
get that far in a relationship. Their M.O. would go something more like this: “I know 
you’re going to screw me in the end, so I’m going to beat you to the punch and hurt 
you before you get the chance to hurt me.”

In their defence, experts on the disorder believe that BPDs come by their challenging 
behaviours honestly, as a result of being raised by abusive or non-supportive parents. 
BPDs learn early on that the world is a very unsafe place to be and develop a range of 
self-protective but also self-defeating responses. 

One of these is “hyper-vigilance” or constantly scanning and testing the environment 
and other people for possible threats.

The way this manifests in their interactions and relationships with others is in an al-
most constant exchange of negative energy. At times, it might seem as if the BPD actu-
ally thrives on negativity because it validates their jaded expectations and world view.

For example, they will ask off-putting questions then enjoy watching others squirm at 
their rudeness. Or they might share way too much information about themselves then 
challenge others for not accepting them: “What, you don’t like that? Well, who asked 
for your approval? Go f --- yourself!”

Out in public, these are the people who will stare suspiciously at others in the super-
market, then shout at them, “What are you looking at?!” Or they might accost passers-
by in the street with unwelcome feedback or hostile questions: “Did your mother really 
let you leave the house wearing that tank top?”

The innocent layperson who has no knowledge of psychopathology might find these 
examples hard to believe. But the above anecdotes are very real and have actually 
come from my work with numerous BPDs over the years.

So what does all of this have to do with you, dear Neighbour? I believe your “crazy 
lady” next door is probably a Borderline Personality Disorder, and a very severe one at 

that. The manner in which she goes out of her way to wreak havoc with others, lying, 
confronting and manipulating them just to create drama and dissonance is a tell-tale 
sign. Hopefully, she’s not capable of doing anything physically harmful. My guess is 
that the emotional distress she causes others is reward enough for her spiteful nature.

Nonetheless, your best response is no response. If she approaches you outside, go into 
your apartment without replying to anything she says or does. This should work in 
time. But if it doesn’t, you can always have an attorney send her a “cease and desist” 
warning letter or take out a protective order against her preventing her from having 
any contact or close proximity with you.

Finally, good luck, as it appears you may need it!

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW is a gay psychotherapist in Louisville. Write him at Fred-
Schloemer@aol.com 
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ “Miss” Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in Dayton.

 Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is hot):

1 - Icona Pop - I Love It (Wayne G & LFB Club Mix)

2 - Daft Punk - Get Lucky

3 - Pittbull feat. Christina Aguilera - Feel This Moment (Dark Intensity Club Mix)

4 - Pitbull feat. TJR - Don’t Stop The Party

5 - Will.I.Am feat Britney Spears - Scream & Shout (Chris Cox Mix)

6 - Kesha - C ’Mon (Wideboys Mix)

7 - Pink - Try (Cosmic Dawn Remix)

8 - Cahill & Kimberley Locke - Feel The Love (Cahill Extended Club

9 - Rihanna - Diamonds (Bimbo Jones Mix)

10 - Ke$ha - Die Young (Cosmic Dawn Mix)

Hey there!!! DJ Hill here. I’m sayin’ “Give me some freakin’ YAY!” Is June over 
yet? Did “Happy gay pride” wear you out too? Well, don’t worry, there’s all kinds 
of fun and crazy stuff this month to lift you back up! We go from pride flag to the 
flag of the United States of America! I’m ‘bout to ‘splode like a fire cracker!

—Colton Ford - Let Me Live Again: As usual I start off with the gays. Our hot 
daddy porn star turned pop star tried with this one. Is he really trying to get away 
from porn like he said way back when? I’m not clear on the video with the tran-
nies and him in his leather gear. That is usually two different bar scenes. Still hot 
eye candy for the leather crowd. I just wished he hadn’t dyed his hair dark. He’s 
aging very well and very hot. Own your gray! I do. Enough about that. The origi-
nal is a little like his earlier works. Top 40 wannabe. But, behold...REMIXES!!! 
For some reason the WaWa duo made three whole mixes for daddy. There’s the 
WaWa Endless Summer Mix which is kind of mellow. You know...that feeling you 
get at the end of Summer. The WaWa Club Mix which is still kind of mellow. The 
best out of the three is the WaWa Back To Mine Mix. Eh...But, wait! There’s more! 
It’s the Tony Moran & Warren Rigg Club Mix. My only complaint is you don’t get 
the big sound until half way through the mix.

—Daft Punk feat. Pharrell & Nile Rodgers - Get Lucky: “We’re up all night to 
get lucky..” Obviously not a gay anthem. It’s not even midnight and if you play 
your cards right you can get a blow job in the bathroom or meet your trick in the 
parking lot and still have time afterwards to get more cocktails. That being said... 
All the mixes sound the same. It is Daft Punk. And how did they get the legendary 
Nile Rogers? Wheel him in on a Hoveround or did they sample something of his? 
Just wondering. And a side note... This has been a heavily requested song this 
past month. I’ll be playing it. The Dark Intensity mix is my preferred mix.

Beyonce - Grown Woman:  Finally some grown up music. Not sure if it’s a boot-
leg mix but the Dirty Pop Mix is really fun. And that’s why I’ve been playing it. It 
bounces all over the place and makes you want to move. That’s how club music 
should be.

BEX - What You Are: Meet the next Ke$ha / Katy Perry look-a-like. More same 
sounding vocals from an untalented wanna be. Thankfully we have three great 
mixes to punch this one up to dance floor status. The best mix is the Cutmore 
Mix with very limited electro “farting robot” sounds. And the Gustavo Scorpio 
Club Mix is up there too. The Wayne G & LFB Anthem Mix isn’t bad. I expected 
more from Mr. Wayne but hey, at least it doesn’t suck.

Robin Thicke feat. T.I. & Pharrell - Blurred Lines: What a hokey ass song. But 
for some reason it sticks with you. I’m glad there’s the Liam Keegan & Anton 
Powers Mix. It speeds it up a bit. Still hokey though.

That’s it for now. See you back in August with some “hot and humid” hits. Check 
me out at MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. I’d love 
to hear from you. You can also e-mail me at hill@misshilldj.com. 

Happy clubbing!
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs

Downtown Serenity AlAnon Family
Group

(New  (as of June 2012) Group Meeting in Downtown Indianapolis)

Thursdays at 6 pm

Roberts Park United Methodist Church
(Library)

401 N. Delaware Street
Indianapolis, IN  46204

Free parking is available in the lot east of the church. If you park on the
street be aware the meters are in effect until 9 pm.

Use the “office” entrance on Vermont Street and follow the signs to the
Library (located near the Delaware Street entrance).

There will be no separate beginner meetings at this location, but beginners
are welcomed and encouraged to attend.

Questions?
Contact Jim D.
317.513.8229
downtownafg@hotmail.com

Remember back in grade school when the still-damp ditto sheets were passed down 
the row before a test or quiz? You took a deep whiff of that awesome mimeograph ink 
and put your number two pencil to work. The next day you waited with nervous antici-
pation — would you receive a coveted gold star? And then, the crushing revelation. A 
big red C-minus. Letting you know you were average. Or just below it.

From the moment we are old enough to comprehend what it means to be graded, 
evaluated, praised and ranked, we strive for that big red A, the bright gold star, the 
shiny blue ribbon or the hypnotic gleam of the first place trophy. We study, we train, 
and we learn to channel our abilities to be the best. 

But what about the constant study of relationships? How do we know when we are 
good at what we do in the bedroom and not the classroom?  

We don’t receive a textbook or a syllabus of how to be an amazing partner or a fan-
tastic lover, so where do we glean the knowledge that takes us through our personal 
lives? We see the romantic gestures that people make in the movies: the anonymous 
love notes, the grand declarations of love in the pouring rain, the rushing to the airport 
to stop the one you love from leaving for Paris — and by the way, why are they always 
jetting off to Paris? Just once I’d like to see someone stop their beloved from flying off 
to Newport News or Jackson Hole.  

These cinematic sequences look great on film and we dissect them and take what we 
need from their dialogue and hyper-real situations. But in real life, unsigned love let-
ters seem creepy, not everyone looks stunning when they are soaking wet and there 
is no way you could make it through the airport in time due to all the constant TSA 
restrictions. Besides, everyone’s definition of what is and isn’t romantic is different. 
For me, the most romantic ending to a movie is still Sixteen Candles. Why couldn’t the 
breathtaking Jake Ryan be waiting for me when everyone was leaving my sister’s wed-
ding?  

The only other option is to study those around us: our parents, our friends and even 
other couples who we don’t know, just to see how they act and spar within their rela-
tionships. The problem with that is no two couples are ever alike. So how the hell do 
we know what to do? And how do we know we are doing the right thing?  

The answer is simple: we don’t. The reason is that every person we are with is like 
starting a new subject in school or trying a new sport for the first time. You have to 
learn a new set of facts, rules, parameters, skills and levels of physicality. 

Not only that, but you have to see how these rules mesh with your own needs, without 
sacrificing your own feelings. That’s what makes it so difficult.  

When things go wrong, and we realise the person we are with is not what we expected, 
we often fear that what we want and need is too much to ask for or maybe what we 
want is due to something else in our past and it’s unfair to ask for it because it really 
has nothing to do with the person himself. 

We live within our conscious selves but we also have subconscious wants and needs 
that we can’t necessarily see. These are the things that affect our relationships. A 
yearning for a father’s love, a craving for attention that was absent in our youth or the 
simple fear that someone will inflict pain like others have, so we end things before we 
get hurt.  

Oh, don’t get me wrong, there are times when people say exactly what the problem is, 
like when someone is cheating or they can’t commit. Those things are cut-and-dried. 
But when the reason is something more tenuous, people will use a generic excuse like: 
“it’s not you, it’s me”, or any of the other vague reasons someone employs to let their 
partner know they aren’t making the grade. 

And the reason is that no one wants to be the one to tell someone they don’t know 
what they are doing or we feel demanding if we tell the person what we need. But 
why? 

Simply put, whether it’s in the romance department or the sex department, if you don’t 
ask for what you want, how are you going to get it?  

The sex part of the two-sided coin of relationships is a little different, but not by much. 
The intricacies of emotion are far more difficult to figure out than the science of 
sexual pleasure. Even so, just knowing what goes in where and listening for moans of 
pleasure doesn’t mean you know what you’re doing. Here’s an example: have you ever 
been with someone who doesn’t know how to kiss? It’s the worst. And you wonder: 
why hasn’t anyone said anything to this clown? Unfortunately, this also applies to sex 
in general. People try all kinds of things they have absolutely no business trying and 
the reason for this is because just like the cinematic depictions of romance that cause 
people to say stupid shit like: “you complete me”, there is also the high-gloss world of 
the porn film.

Just like watching a romantic comedy doesn’t teach you to be someone’s true love, 
the world of triple-X isn’t real either. Condoms don’t magically appear on your dick, 
sex in a back alley doesn’t always go so smoothly — trust me — and garage floors are 
never that clean. If life were like porn, everyone would want to be a pizza delivery boy, 
a mechanic or a trucker. Things we see in porn do make us hot, however, but are we 
fearless enough to try them or even ask for them in real life? And if not, should we give 
our partner a lower grade because we aren’t satisfied? Using porn as a template can be 
good and bad, but there’s a reason why it’s fantasy. Sex in real life can be messy and 
clumsy, but that’s what makes it unaffected and authentic. We’ve all had great sex and 
awful sex and we all have wondered: am I good in bed? And we have all told people 
they were great, when in reality, they were pretty far from it.   

So, while we don’t get report cards or take midterms on how we perform in our per-
sonal lives can you imagine if we did? Maybe it would make things better if we knew 
we were getting an A in kissing but a D-minus in communication skills. We would 
work on our weaknesses and take pride in our strong points, just like we did back in 
school. There are always going to be C-minus students who show promise but need 
improvement and still others who take the gold and won’t settle for the bronze. And 
an F means the same as it did back in school: you have to repeat the course. Only 
this time you’ll take what you learned and reapply it during your next meet, match or 
course of study with someone else. And when it comes to love, relationships and sex, 
you will have to ask yourself: do you make the grade?  



Page 30       The Word   July  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

120 East Market Street, Suite 370 , Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317.236.0477  / 317.454.0732 (Fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

 

As Americans, especially the younger set who grabbed this Word at the club last night, 
we’re used to thinking that we will inevitably do better than our parents’ generation. 
But, for now at least, this type of progress may be facing some roadblocks — and this 
inability to gain ground, financially, can have real implications for today’s younger 
people and their approach to investing. Do I have your attention yet?

Before we get to the investment component, though, let’s quickly review the nature of 
the problem. In a nutshell, younger Americans — that’s those readers in their twenties 
and thirties — have accrued significantly less wealth than their parents did at the same 
age, according to a recent study by the Urban Institute. Here’s why:

—Bursting of housing “bubble”. Many younger people who bought houses shortly 
before the housing “bubble” began deflating in 2006 now find themselves to be “un-
derwater” on their mortgages — that is, they owe more than their houses are worth. 
Consequently, they have less opportunity to build home equity, which has been an 
important means of building wealth for past generations.

—Student loan debt. The median balance among all households with student loan 
debt is now more than $13,000, according to the Pew Research Centre — and debt 
levels are much higher for recent graduates. It can take years to pay off these debts — 
and the money being used for debt payments is money that can’t go toward building 
wealth for long-term goals.

—Wage stagnation. For several years, the job market has been pretty bad for younger 
workers. And even those with jobs aren’t making much headway because wages, 
adjusted for inflation, have largely stagnated for over a decade. Less income clearly 
equates to less opportunities for investing and creating wealth.

Still, even given these somewhat grim realities, younger people can help themselves 
build resources for the future and make progress toward their long-term goals. If 
you’re in this group (still have your attention, right?) what can you do?

For starters, pay yourself first. Set up an automatic payment each month from your 
chequing or savings account into an investment vehicle, such as an IRA. At first, you 
may only be able to afford small sums — but, over time, you may be pleasantly sur-
prised at the amount you’ve saved.

Next, every time your salary goes up, try to increase the amount you put into your 
401(k) or other employer-sponsored retirement plan. Because you typically contribute 
pre-tax dollars to your 401(k) or other plan, the more you put in, the lower your tax-
able income. Plus, your money can grow on a tax-deferred basis.

Here’s another suggestion: Don’t be over-cautious with your investments. Many 
younger investors, apparently nervous due to the market volatility of recent years, 
have become quite conservative, putting relatively large amounts of their portfolio into 
vehicles that offer significant protection of principal but little in the way of growth 
potential. 

Of course, the financial markets will always fluctuate, and downturns will occur — but 
when you’re young and you have many decades in which to invest, you have time to 
overcome short-term declines. To achieve your long-term goals, such as a comfortable 
retirement, you will unquestionably need some growth elements in your portfolio, 
with the exact amount based on your risk tolerance and specific objectives.

These aren’t the easiest times for young people. Nonetheless, with diligence, persever-
ance and a measure of sacrifice, you can gain some control over your financial for-
tunes — so look for your opportunities, regardless of whether that current day job is 
as a waiter, medical assistant or airline pilot. You are never too early to start thinking 
about retirement.

On another topic, you didn’t think I’d let July get by without some mention of the 
4th, did you? This month we celebrate Independence Day with fireworks, sparklers, 
picnics and parades. Amidst the hoopla, though, it’s always important to reflect on the 
many freedoms we enjoy in this country. And as an individual, you may want to use 
the occasion to think of another type of independence you’d like to enjoy — financial 
independence.

In some ways, we are living in a time when attaining financial freedom is more dif-
ficult than it has been for quite a while. We’re still recovering from the bursting of the 
housing bubble I spoke about before and the lingering effects of the Great Recession. 

Furthermore, wage stagnation is a real problem. In fact, median income for working-
age households — those headed by someone under age 65 — actually slid 12.4 per-
cent from 2000 to 2011. Taken together, these factors certainly impose challenges on 
anyone seeking to become financially independent and eventually enjoy a comfortable 
retirement.

Still, you need to do everything you can to put yourself on the path to financial inde-
pendence. For starters, make full use of whatever resources are available to you. If you 
have a 401(k) or similar retirement plan at work, try to contribute as much as you can 
possibly afford — and every time you get a raise in salary, increase your contributions. 
At the very least, put in enough to earn your employer’s matching contribution, if one 
is offered. Also, within your 401(k) or similar plan, choose an investment mix that of-
fers you the chance to achieve the growth you will need to make progress toward the 
type of retirement lifestyle you’ve envisioned. 

In addition to contributing to your 401(k), you can also take advantage of another re-
tirement account: a traditional or Roth IRA. Like a 401(k), a traditional IRA grows tax 
deferred, while a Roth IRA can grow tax free, provided you meet certain conditions. 
Plus, you can fund your IRA with virtually any type of investment, including stocks, 
bonds, certificates of deposit and Treasury securities. 

What else can you do to help yourself move toward financial independence? For one 
thing, don’t become dependent on “hot tips” or other questionable financial advice 
about “The Next Big Thing” in the investment world from so-called experts who often 
have poor prognostication records. Even more importantly, though, their advice may 
simply be inappropriate for your needs and risk tolerance.

Finally, consider these two suggestions: Maintain adequate liquidity and keep your 
debt levels as low as possible. By having enough cash reserves to cover unexpected 
costs, such as a major car repair or a new air-conditioning unit, you won’t have to dip 
into your long-term investments. And by keeping your debt payments down, you’ll 
have a stronger cash flow, which means you’ll have more money available to save and 
invest for your future.

Each one of these suggestions will require a commitment on your part, along with a 
clear focus on your goal of financial independence — there just aren’t any “short cuts.” 
But with a consistent effort, you can keep moving along on that journey toward your 
own financial Independence Day.  
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SATURDAY
AUGUST 3
4 PM - MIDNIGHT
John T. Myers Pedestrian Bridge
LAFAYETTE/WEST LAFAYETTE, IN
Just 1 hour north of Indianapolis!

LIVE BANDS  •  BEER GARDENS  •  DANCING  •  FOOD
KIDS’ ACTIVITIES  •  INFO BOOTHS

SPONSORED BY:

Join thousands of your closest friends and allies 
(over 7000 in attendance last year!) for a 
family-friendly street fair in downtown Lafayette, 
Indiana! Admission is $5 for adults, $3 for 
students and kids 12 and under are FREE. Or earn 
FREE admission by volunteering at OUTfest for a 
2-hour shift!

For details about booth space and volunteer 
opportunities, contact us at 765-423-7579 or 
info@pridelafayette.org.

www.pridelafayette.org/OUTfest

www.facebook/OUTfestLafayette
@OUTfestLafIN
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre
Goose, Grindr & GROWLr

So, the Goose broke down and finally purchased a smart phone. My friends demanded 
it – after all there is only so long the Goose can hold onto dated technology. Honestly, 
it was cutting into my efficiency as an informational expert – not being able to keep up 
in real time, let alone see attachments.  

Of course, like a Goose with a  new string for the nest – not only did I install Grindr 
and Growlr but for good measure added A4A Radar and Scruff!  Then Joe Ford, a 
friend, added many more to that list...so  I added just “one more”: Jackd.

How times change! I Remember the mid 80s when I had that Panasonic Senior 
Partner – and the queers were running for the hills! I recall the tea with clarity – I 
was maintaining a master list including, yes, “video files of all known homosexuals in 
Greater Cincinnati.” Now these smart phones make that 128k ram, with the duo 5 1/4” 
floppy drives (let alone the paranoia of queens) laughable. 

I guess I was a “pioneer” for the cause – um...can I have my HRC leadership award 
now? Please make that award out to Michael C. Meow. 

I will not claim being “naive” about these apps because for the past few years anytime 
one of the youngins came into the Centre they let me use their sleek smart phones 
and pointed out all the joys of these apps. It is rather fun to see some of my younger 
friends’ reactions online because most had just claimed days before they had given 
up men. I think more likely they meant “a specific man” and they had now moved on.  
Nothing like getting a message on one of these services under someone else’s name 
with this note: “Hi this is Mother Goose.”   

Within a week of using these applications I decided they were way more fuel efficient 
than cruising Mt. Fairy. Although old style cruising — something we don’t hear so 
much of, well, at least in my age band — is still alive and well or so I am told. Ah um.  

Anyway, I do have some questions, first among them why a man from half a world 
away is wanting me to see his private parts? I know I just have to look but still some-
how it seems the further away the man online is, the sooner he feels I must see his 
parts. Did I just read myself?

More fascinating for a Goose celebrating 64 years this Fall is how can it be possible 
that so many local/regional men are n those apps? Old friends and newer ones are 
there for the finding. Poppa Bear Cares (Rusty Lockett – who I have been told has 
made appearances on such sites) says it is unseemly that a proper Goose is on-line 
creeping. Perhaps so, but it has simply turned out to be yet another way to be “social” 
for me.  I take it as great sport – with no expectations.

Should you be online, of course, my profile is “Mother Goose.” I’ve already had a num-
ber of questions, including one from Nathan West: “How many eggs does the Goose 
have?” The answer is “many” although they are all infertile. Another person, no picture 
of course, and an e-mail I could not recognise told me: “I should have known you 
would be on here!” OK you.

Maybe these “on-line services” are so popular because they eliminate the need to meet 
anyone; allowing life to be reduced to a series of “woofs” and “likes” from across the 
globe.  

I don’t ever recall someone being called a creeper though because they turned out for a 
church social. Kinda like what we called “snooping” or “taking attendance” in the day 
of blowing into a public meeting just long enough to see who was there and quickly 
leaving.   

I dunno but, maybe for me progress would look like seeing gender queers holding 
hands even in old Cincinnati. Not just on Pride day, but every day of the year.  

Meantime, hunt up Mother Goose online and send a note. Something tells me the apps 
are going to be popular for a very long time. 

Folks are always fond of saying of Goose, Mother “you keep giving queers facts and 
all they want is fantasy.” If you are into fantasy, I’ll see you online along with all the 
others!

If you would prefer facts, come back next month and I’ll be dishing out another help-
ing right here in The Word.

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 

Around 
Town

Mz. Pink,

I’m not sure how to handle my relationship. We’ve been together for a while, but when 
she was younger she was abused. She has also had a string of bad relationships. What 
I’m finding hard to deal with is the mistrust and anger she has. 

I try not to take it personally, but it feels like it is a personal attack on me whenever she 
says something negative or we argue. It seems like it is always something, I’m cheating, 
I don’t love her, we should break up... 

I want to be with her, but she makes it difficult sometimes. I don’t know how to ease 
her mind or make her feel loved enough. I love her and I do everything for her, but it 
never seems like the right thing to do. Please help!

Striking Out-Indy

Dear Striking Out,

It sounds like you are definitely fighting a lost cause. I know that it feels that you will 
never get through and the truth is, you might not. 

People like that need outside help, which is more than you can do for her. You have 
the best intentions I’m sure, but it can and will start to take a toll on you mentally. 
You will start to get to a breaking point and question your worth and that isn’t where 
you want to be in a relationship. Relationship’s are supposed to be give and take so if 
it starts to become all you giving and her taking and still not being happy then that is 
her, not you.

Her accusing you is another ballgame. I want to believe she accuses you because of 
her trust issues, but it could be something bigger like her cheating on you. 

People don’t accuse unless they are doing something themselves, even if that some-
thing is feeling bad about themselves or having trust issues. I’m not saying that she 
is cheating, but I think the accusations could be more than her really believing you 
are doing things with other people. She seems very insecure and that could cause 
many issues. I’m sure she justifies her actions, and that is not good. If you are being 
true to her and you truly love her there is no justification for her treating you like 
that.

Like I said before, I think she is going to need some other type of help that you can’t 
give her — no matter how much you love and offer to her. This is when you will need 
to talk to her. 

Tell her that something needs to happen or you two may need to go your separate 
ways. Be firm and tell her that you are feeling frustrated and angry about how things 
are going and have specific examples of times when she has accused you or when 
she has treated you negatively. Tell her how that makes you feel. 

Be honest and patient because most likely she is going to deny everything and blame 
you to justify her behaviour and you are going to be very tempted to go along with 
it because it might seem easier. Don’t fall victim to the argument! This is how more 
negativity happens! Whether or not the open communication helps you know what 
you want out of a relationship and no matter what happens, you must always stick 
to that ideal.

If talking to her doesn’t change how things are going, you need to re-evaluate where 
you are in the relationship and to decide if you want to keep trying or move on. 

If you decide you can’t do this type of giving and taking then you need to stick to 
your guns and break it off. She will blame you and tell you things like, “I knew you 
would leave me,” “I knew you didn’t really love me,” or “you’re just like everyone 
else.” 

You have to be mentally prepared if ending it is what you want. She may even at-
tempt to become physical with you. Don’t let it happen! You know what you want 
and what you can handle. Be strong, love strong, but don’t be a dummy.

Good luck!

Mz. Pink

INDY RAINBOW CHAMBER ELECTS

INDIANAPOLIS—The Indy Rainbow Chamber of Commerce has elected the following 
officers: Bob Chenoweth, Chenoweth Content & Design, chairman; JJ Marie Gufreda, 
GEI Inc., president; Barbara Baird, Law office of Barbara J. Baird, secretary; Crystal 
Allen, A Total Solution CPA & Consulting Services, Inc., treasurer; John Sherman, Sher-
man & Co. Public Relations, marketing and communications chairman; Emmanuel 
Merchiers, Key Bank, membership chairman; Jeff McNeil, McIndy Ventures LLC, pro-
gram and events chairman; and Barbara Milton, Buchanan Group, chairman emeritus 
and board member-at-large.

MARRIAGE EQUALITY TO APPEAR ON 2014 BALLOT IN OHIO

COLUMBUS—FreedomOhio, the campaign to bring a Marriage Equality and Reli-
gious Freedom Amendment to Ohio voters, has announced that the amendment will 
appear on the 2014 ballot.

Ian James, FreedomOhio co-founder, said, “We have decided to be on the ballot in 
2014 to allow for a continuing dialogue with voters across Ohio about why marriage 
matters. We will continue to build upon the hundreds of thousands of conversations 
we’ve had already, to identify supportive voters and to raise the resources necessary to 
mobilise a full-on campaign.

“We are also excited to announce that the Human Rights Campaign, Equality Ohio, 
the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force, National Freedom to Marry, the Gill Action 
Fund, the American Unity Fund and the BISC met and discussed how to become in-
volved in the campaign to bring marriage equality to Ohio in 2014.”

“This meeting was only the beginning of the effort to chart a strategic plan to achieve 
marriage equality in Ohio,” Elyzabeth Holford, Executive Director at Equality Ohio 
noted. “We all recognise our responsibility to Ohioans to make sure we get this right. 
And I know that together, we will. When we do move forward it will be with the same 
strong partners as the other successful states.”

EQUALITY ILLINOIS PLEDGES HALF-MILLION FOR MARRIAGE FIGHT-BACK

SPRINGFIELD, Ill.—Equality Illinois, the state’s oldest and largest gay and lesbian 
advocacy organisation, has announced a half-million dollar “FIGHT BACK FOR MAR-
RIAGE” campaign leading to the 2014 election.

Equality  Illinois (EQIL) has pledged to use half of the fund toward an educational 
campaign focusing on the collar counties near Chicago, as well as on the downstate 
areas and Chicago neighbourhoods where there is a need to strengthen the advocacy 
for and defence of the freedom to marry.

The organization’s political action arm, Equality Illinois Political Action Committee 
(EQIL PAC), has pledged the other $250,000 in order to match marriage opponents 
dollar-for-dollar on the political battlefield.

“We will not shy away or be outraised in fighting for our freedom,” Bernard Cherkasov, 
CEO of Equality Illinois said. “Everywhere  candidates turn in 2014, they’ll have to be 
aware that the information  we bring to voters and the direct action in their cam-
paigns might be present to help or challenge them, depending on whether they believe 
in the right for all couples in Illinois to have equal recognition under the state’s mar-
riage law.”

The $250,000 political action piece of the Fight Back for Marriage plan, though 
formidable, is a target set to directly confront an opponent of equality, the so-called  
National Organisation for Marriage, which threatened to spend  $250,000 to oppose  
particularly Republican legislators who supported  the freedom to wed.

EQIL PAC has a strong history of success at the ballot box and expects to be even more 
successful in 2014 in helping our allies and confronting opponents. In last November’s 
election, 69 of Equality Illinois PAC’s 82 endorsed  candidates were elected (including 
26 of the 39 EQIL PAC-endorsed candidates  involved  in competitive races), for a suc-
cess rate of  84%. Equality Illinois’ reinvigorated educational and advocacy  campaign 
for the marriage bill, funded by the other $250,000 of the  Fight  Back for Marriage 
campaign, is already underway after the Illinois  House of Representatives failed in 
its responsibility to vote and pass the Religious Freedom and Marriage Fairness Act 
in May. “Once the law passes, as we are confident it will, we  must  educate public of-
ficials and the public how the law works and defend it against expected attacks. There 
are likely to be attempts to weaken it  or challenge it  in the courts,” they noted.
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

Cinema and magic have been almost synonymous terms since the first moving images 
were projected onto screens from celluloid photographic strips in the late nineteenth 
century. The earliest image projectors, dating back two centuries earlier, were known 
as “magic lanterns,” and one of the first and most successful motion picture practi-
tioners, Georges Méliès, was a stage magician who owned his own magic theatre (The 
opening titles of his films referred to him as “Méliès—Le Cinemagicien”.)

For me, some the most memorable films (from Buster Keaton’s Sherlock, Jr. to Woody 
Allen’s Purple Rose of Cairo) remain the ones that exploit the simple elements of trick-
ery that first awed audiences during cinema’s infancy.

French director Louis Leterrier’s Now You See Me is a literal magical mystery tour of a 
film. It is not merely a film about magic. It is a movie that uses all the magic tricks at 
the disposal of cinema to entrance the audience and hold it spellbound for close to two 
hours.

As the film opens, we are introduced to four struggling magicians, each with a par-
ticular area of specialisation (card tricks, pickpocketing, escapology, hypnotism). The 
four — Daniel Atlas (Jesse Eisenberg), Henley Reeves (Isla Fisher), Jack Wilder (Dave 
Franco) and Merritt McKinney (Woody Harrelson) — are brought together after they 
receive a mysterious Tarot card announcing a meeting location and date. 

One year later, the four have been transformed into a glitzy Las Vegas magic act. Now 
known as “The Four Horsemen,” they conclude a performance by inviting an audience 
member onto the stage, teleporting him to his bank in Paris where he witnesses the 
“theft” of millions of euros that are miraculously scooped up and dropped onto the 
grateful Vegas audience.

But the heist is no illusion. An actual robbery has taken place and it attracts the at-
tention of FBI agent Dylan Rhodes (Mark Ruffalo) and his Interpol counterpart, Alma 
Dray (Mélanie Laurent). The four magicians are interrogated and (after subjecting the 
agents to a private show of their magic powers) released, as no actual evidence con-
nects them to the crime.

Rhodes meets up with Thaddeus Bradley (Morgan Freeman), a former magician, who 
now produces television documentaries and DVDs exposing the tricks of other magi-
cians. Bradley explains that the bank money had been stolen weeks ahead of the stage 
performance with the audience tricked into believing it happened in real time.

Driven by popular support, The Four Horsemen — a showbiz amalgam of David 
Copperfield, Criss Angel, David Blaine and Robin Hood — regroups for another show 
in New Orleans. This time, the finale of their act brings to centre stage their multi-
millionaire benefactor, insurance magnate Arthur Tressler (a splenetic Michael Caine). 
Each audience member is asked to write on a piece of paper the amount of money in 
his or her bank account. As the dollar amounts on their cards magically multiply, a gi-
ant onstage cheque denoting Tressler’s bank balance drops by a corresponding number.

Tressler is, at first, amused, then bemused, and finally enraged as he realises his bank 
account has actually been drained of some $200 million. The audience members 
(most of whom were victims of Hurricane Katrina and cheated out of settlements by 
Tressler’s company) join the burgeoning legions of The Four Horsemen’s adoring fans.

After every performance, the magicians elude capture by the FBI, Interpol and local 
enforcement agencies. Rhodes and Dray furiously pursue them, with one high-speed 
car chase ending disastrously. At every turn the illusionists seem to be one step ahead 
of the authorities. This sets the stage for one final performance in New York, involving 
another robbery and another elaborately staged piece of prestidigitation. 

What makes Now You See Me such fun is that the film is both a magic act and a decon-
struction of that act. During the first part of the film the audience asks: “How did they 
do that?” The latter part of the film explains, in great detail, how it is done. Learning 
how the trick works does not make the film any less enjoyable.

In the film, as in stage magic acts, the audience’s attention is constantly being distract-
ed from what is happening by decoys, false leads, and, occasionally (and quite literally) 
smoke and mirrors. Questions arise: Is real magic at work here? Is some supernatural 
force controlling The Four Horsemen? Is there a Fifth Horseman? And if so, who?

The film’s final act clarifies what has come before. And it is a very elaborate and com-
plicated explication, involving secret societies, a mysterious death, filmic sleights-of-
hand, and not unexpectedly, people who are not quite what they seem.

Some audience members will, no doubt, feel cheated. Perhaps a little too much is left 
unexplained or unresolved. For some, perhaps the “magic” is explicated in such a way 
that it spoils the effect of the trick. That is the double-edged sword of magic. There is 
always an explanation. And it is usually quite pedestrian.

But for me, that is one of the film’s pluses. Like the revelation of the “trick” at the end 
of Brian Singer’s The Usual Suspects, the explanation is a large part of the fun. 

Despite its budget, Now You See Me feels more like European film than a Hollywood 
blockbuster. It’s not that the film is slow. Far from it: Leterrier’s direction keeps things 
moving at a fair (sometimes, even, frenetic) pace. 

What makes it feel a little foreign is the emotional distance between the characters 
and the audience. We are not allowed to identify with any individual character in the 
movie. That may also pose a problem for some American audiences.

The film’s casting is a little patchy, with some roles appearing more fleshed out (Eisen-
berg, Harrelson, Ruffalo, Freeman) than others (Fisher, Franco, Laurent, Caine). The 
story itself is reasonably well plotted with even the glaring holes covered over by some 
final act spackling. 

Now You See Me, like any good Vegas magic show, is larger than life and best viewed 
up-close, with all the technological bells and whistles that the modern cinema experi-
ence provides. On a smaller screen without a digital surround-sound system it falls a 
little flat.

But what is there is spectacular enough. Now You See Me underscores cinema’s pen-
chant for reinvention. Each new technological innovation adds to and enriches what 
has come before. But, as in the best filmmaking, the magic that was inherent in the 
early films of Georges Méliès and the Lumière brothers is what still makes going to the 
cinema so much fun.

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! 
Anything Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
Ah, Summer.... vacation time and a time when it seems all questions here turn to what 
to do when going on a trip: what devices to take, what to plan on being able to do 
online with a phone/computer/tablet and  — top of the list — What can I expect to pay 
for the service? Well, we do not pretend to have all the answers, but we will try for a 
few and refer you to some places where you might find the rest — online, of course.

Probably the biggest question to hit our desk these days is not what to take for clothes, 
but what to take for connectivity when one travels. And a lot depends upon where you 
are going (U.S. or foreign?) and how connected you want or need to be.

A good friend of ours recently found that after setting up the e-mail on her iPad, she 
could leave her laptop at home in the desk. She left with trepidation, and returned a 
week later all smiles. She’s not ready to sell that laptop just yet because she uses it for 
Word files and so on, but for the most part she said the iPad did it all so why lug even 
a light laptop through security or on a flight again? We happen to agree with her and 
our laptop has stayed home for over two years now, but we have not tried to lay out 
the paper or do any heavy-duty accounting on the iPad as those are difficult or impos-
sible on a tablet, depending what programmes one uses.

Our advice then? Think about what you might need to do, want to do, have to do (to 
keep the boss or crew at home happy) then take the minimum gear. I will caution, 
though, against just taking your phone — whether i or Droid — unless you plan to do 
very little work. My reason is one of creeping age and eyesight, as well as what I like to 
do online. I just hate squinting at my iPhone screen knowing I have a full-size iPad in 
the drawer and that the monitor on this work desktop is 42 inches. At the very mini-
mum, it’s an iPad for me, but if you don’t mind squinting or pinching and moving as 
you navigate I suppose just a phone will do for ease of packing. Also, as I use my iPad 
to read newspapers on PressDisplay.com and watch TV from my Sling Player at home, 
I find that I want more than a small screen, but that’s personal taste.

Second, after what to take, is what are you willing to pay? Some hotels charge what 
I feel are grossly inflated internet WiFi access fees. Of course I don’t feel that airlines 
should charge for a bag, which is why I have almost quit flying and prefer to drive, but 
that’s personal taste and budget. 

At least if you plan to stay in the country, aside from the $10 or $15 a day some hotels 

a WiFi. Also turn 
off “data roaming” 
to make sure you 
don’t get hit with 
a bill for checking 
a webpage for say, 
the local weather in 
Paris.

And before I move 
on from this topic 
— watch yourself 
on nearby foreign 
travels because the 
“big guys” who hold 
most of the cards 
in the mobile data 
game stateside will 
ding you good for 
data and calls in 
and from the Carib-
bean, Canada and 
Mexico. It won’t 
be as bad as doing 
data from India or 
Japan, but they will 
still hit you, aside 
from U.S. territories 
of the USVI and 
Puerto Rico, where 
your home data 
plan will apply. At&t 

will hit you for WiFi (It’s usually free if you 
go down to the lobby.), you won’t have to 
pay any extra for your calls and other data, 
plus you’ll be using your home data plan. 
Do be aware streaming movies eats that up, 
so check your data usage every so often. On 
at&t  pull up the dial pad and dial the star, 
followed by the letters D-A-T-A followed by 
the number sign and they will text you your 
usage info at no charge.

But what will happen if you plan to leave the 
country? That’s when those meters run full 
tilt and when you’ll need to call or drop by 
your provider’s kiosk or shop and find out 
before you go. A friend’s husband didn’t and 
went off to Europe, only to return home and 
find a cell bill well in excess of $1300 for all 
those roaming minutes, off-network data 
and more.

And if you think that’s bad, try a cruise. It’s 
true, most of us cruise or cross (what they call a one-way cruise to England or Europe 
from the States) to get away from it all, but if you simply MUST check e-mails, tell 
friends of your exploits or post to Facebook, get set for sticker shock.

Most providers and ships do have “travel plans” but get set to pay even for those. It’s 
also worth noting that if you do not turn off the usually-on toggle on your iPhone or 
Droid you might not think you are using any data, but those “push” notifications (like 
a reminder a friend played Words With Friends or someone you barely know in Toledo 
left his boyfriend) will mean you are using data and will get billed.

On the iPhone turn ON airplane mode and also go into the General tab under settings 
and turn “cellular” off. That restricts anything from coming through unless you are on 

has a whole set of pages on their website at http://www.wireless.att.com/learn/interna-
tional/roaming/affordable-world-packages.jsp#data which include a convenient link 
to a cost / use estimator. You put in what you plan to do and and where and it will tell 
you what the cost will be. Convenient... but pricy!  Verizon offers similar help at http://
www.verizonwireless.com/wcms/global/globaltravelprogram.html or as I said, drop by 
your local store and see what they have on offer. Just do it before you go to avoid any 
three or more digit phone bills when you return.

The next big issue you probably have is what can you do online from overseas. The 
answer is, aside from a few countries still fighting the cold war — China, North Korea 
and a handfull in the Middle East — anything you can at home. Do be aware that you 
might find some limitations as a surprising number of services (movie and TV show 
streaming for two) are geo-restricted not due to content, but due to my least-favourite 
topic: rights.

What that means is if you want to watch say Netflix while you are in Europe, it likely 
won’t work as the computer’s unique Internet Protocol (IP) address will tell that Netflix 
server you are “foreign”. If there’s a restriction in place, you’ll get a message saying 
it’s not available to watch from where you are. To see it in action, try watching BBC’s 
UK domestic TV from here in the States and you’ll get a message stating “Sorry, not 
available from your country.” Also, CNN in Europe will be the slightly-different CNN 
International service, but it still streams free.

Also, be warned that if you are overseas you might have some issues with web mail 
until you let your service (Gmail for instance) know it really is you trying to see your 
account. They seem to be the worst, but to “protect you” many web mail servers check 
that IP and will block mail from foreign IPs until you give them a password, your 
mom’s maiden name or whatever security question you have on the account. Banks 
and financial institutions seem to do this too, so give yourself an extra minute to 
answer the security questions you gave them (probably ages ago) and you will get in. 
By the way, this is also a great chance to say if you do not know those questions and 
answers, while you are still at home is a good time to set up those safeguards and keep 
track of them or you might find yourself locked out of that Visa or bank website until 
you get back in the USA.

Finally, a word about device security. Things do get stolen, lost in luggage or just mis-
placed, so before you travel (even to the next state) it’s a good idea to have a record of 
your devices’ serial numbers and identifying infomation. Leave that home or in your 
bank box so if you ever need it, you can tell the police, providers and insurance what 
was stolen. And don’t forget to put Find My iPhone on your device and activate it! That 
will amazingly increase your security, especially since British police, among others, 
have turned it on, traced a stolen phone and broken up a gang of thieves!  Great inter-
national relations AND the victims got their devices back! Bon Voyage!
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Jill A. Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine Shoppe

Jill’s
Swill

Summer Time Swills: It’s time to lighten up our palates. Here are some Summer 
sippers and brews to bring “hoppiness”. 

—Canella Peach Bellini and Blood Orange Mimosa from  Italy — sparkling prosecco 
base with either peach nectar or blood orange juice added. Gorgeous in the glass as 
well.

—Santa Julia PLUS Pinot Grigio from Argentina — crisp clean notes of tropical fruit; 
organic and less than $10 a bottle.

—Rib Shack Red from South Africa — A (pinotage/shiraz)-gutsy blend that satisfies; 
perfect grog for grilled burgers, brats or steaks.

—Estrella Damm Daura gluten free beer from Spain — made with grains but a high 
tech process removes the gluten but not the flavour. Lager style. 

—Celt Native Storm from Wales — organic craft beer with hoppy edge and touch of 
biscuit goodness. 

—Shiner Ruby Redbird from Texas — Lager style brewed with red grapefruit. A tangy 
and refreshing post-lawn mowing drink.

And just in time for picnics, concerts and patio parties... Box Wine!!

—Gran Verano Sauvignon Blanc from the Central Valley of Chile — $28 for the box of 
tangy, crisp dry white wine that equals four bottles or three liters.  

—Badger Mountain Pure Red from Washington — an organic blend of dry rich red 
grapes.  $30 for box that equals four bottles or three liters.   

And this just in...More GRAPE News about Wine and Health:

I recently found this article and thought it was worth sharing. It talks more specifically 
about WHY wine in moderation is good for our health: 

Resveratrol has long been cited as the key component in red wine that benefits cardio-
vascular health by dozens of peer-reviewed scientific studies from around the world.  
But a new study conducted by Harvard Medical School and published in Science 
provides major breakthroughs in understanding how resveratrol works to keep cells 
healthy, which in turn is a big step toward developing effective drugs to treat diabetes, 
cancer and other diseases.

Senior study author David Sinclair, PhD, called it “the killer experiment” because it 
verified that resveratrol was the sole source of the benefits; identified the exact loca-
tion of a protein (SIRT1) which helps fuel the power-producing parts of cells that fight 
age-related illnesses like cardiovascular disease and type 2 diabetes; and will allow the 
development of new treatments. In effect, resveratrol helps to slow aging.

Resveratrol is a naturally occurring fungicide on the skins of grapes to help ward off 
plant disease and is also the most potent naturally occuring chemical for combatting 
heart disease. It is found predominantely in red wine because of the prolonged skin 
contact in producing it, whereas white wines with virtually no skin contact contain very 
little.  

Years ago, former Cornell researcher Dr. Lee Creasy showed that red wines from humid 
wine-growing regions generally contain more resveratrol than those from dry regions 
because more resveratrol is needed to protect the grapes during the growing season. 

Indiana’s Summers are most certainly humid, which means it might be worth a visit to 
one of the 60-some Indiana wineries to get a heart healthy taste of the red wine grapes 
grown here, including Chambourcin, Chancellor and even Concord. (Visit www.indi-
anawines.org for a list of the Indiana wineries!)

In the meantime here are two big, bold reds found in Indianapolis area wine shoppes 
that are brimming with flavour and resveratrol.  Bon Sante! 

—Tamarack Cellars Firehouse Red from Washington State. —  A lush, bold dry red 
wine with enticing aromas of black cherry, plum and currants. Smooth creamy finish.  
Fire up the grill and enjoy a glass with brats, turkey burgers or pizza.

—Fiddletown Cellars, Old Vines Zinfandel from California. — WOW. In your face 
aromas and flavours of blackberry, mulberry and black pepper. Chewy tannins and long 
lingering finish. Another great glass for grilled tuna or a lean cut of beef.  

Word
Comment

Editorial By Ted Fleischaker
Pride season is close to wrapping up, with only Lafayette and Fort 

Wayne still to go in our region (and The Word is a proud sponsor of, and 
will be at both), so I figured it was time to have a personal look back 
at not only prides, but where we as a community are, and look to be 
going. I was going to do this last time, but looking at things I decided 
I’d end up being what partner Ivan calls “a Debby Downer” during Pride 
Month and that didn’t seem appropriate for the June issue — not that it 
is now, but heavy doses of reality meds are sometimes needed to keep the 
patient alive. In this case, the patient is our community, the businesses 
and people who support us and whom we support.

But before I get too off-track, let’s just look at prides first. I think 
the following comment, posted by an Indianapolis friend on Facebook 
the week after Indy Pride (which partner Anthony and I did go to for 
awhile) is very telling. He wrote: “Did you make it to Pride on Saturday? 
I decided not to go for the first time in twenty years. It’s such a hassle to 
find parking, get inside, walk around, and most exhibitors are non gay 
owned businesses. It seems, to me, it’s strayed from celebrating lesbian, 
gay, bi & trans into being a marketing event.”

That bit was followed by folks who wrote, called and stopped me to 
say this or that other Midwest pride was “struggling” or that attendance 
was down... in some cases 20 or more percent. There were bright spots 
— despite what I personally find to be the offensive fencing in and 
gate/inspection system of Indy Pride, official attendance figures were 
up from 80,000 to 85,000. Sadly, I feel, a combination of the items my 
correspondent listed above plus other events kept that from going even 
higher. 

I will mention, and feel I’d be remiss not to, that what I see as Indy 
Pride’s total “sell out” of their event to major alcoholic beverage firms 
is a community embarrassment. Back in the day we had a less-grand 
event, but it was locals, entertaining locals fence-free and with a much 
lower budget so that we didn’t need and usually turned away those 
big-bucks breweries. Times change, but I still find it offensive that one 
drink’s name always appeared next to Indy Pride’s. It was great PR for 
them, but I didn’t drink their “products” before and I won’t be now, 
though thanks for donating!

But all of the above is really, I feel, a symptom of where we as a 
community have come and look to be heading. Word has reached us 
of many long-time local and area gay businesses which have been 
community mainstays for years (or even decades) closing or struggling. 
Three of what have been the biggest clubs in the Midwest have either 
shuttered their doors or have announced plans to — in two cases such 
big “names” that even telling folks of their demise brought gasps and 
looks of incredulity.

But as a gay business (and this paper is one) for 22+ years now, I 
can say that the community is quickly becoming a victim of our own 
success and, it seems, far too many folks are not sure how to handle it.

Back to the comment I quoted... it’s interesting that the commenter 
was unhappy about so many non-gay businesses being at pride. For 
what seems like 100 years now (and even I am not that old) we as a 
community have wanted to be part of the mainstream. We whined when 
I was in my 20s for what we felt was our right to go dance, have a drink 

Please Continue On The Next Page
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or dinner in the same places our straight friends could.
We pleaded to book hotel rooms with one bed for two men or women 

or tell a doctor or hospital “this is my partner and here are our medical 
powers of attorney.”

Well, folks, now we can and we do all of the above in huge numbers, 
which is why so many of the gay-owned businesses are struggling and 
why prides are filled with Main Street names. Those big companies who 
never would have returned calls from a gay newspaper in 1995 now call 
us. Those same firms have booths and support prides and other events. 
And now we are complaining about it.

We cannot have it both ways which begs the question of what do we 
do. When a leading club in the Midwest cuts to two or three nights a 
week and shuts down on a Friday at midnight because there are seven 
people in the bar they obviously are faced with a business decision. 

When people choose a straight restaurant over a gay one for dinner 
then the owner of the latter needs to see what he can do to get his 
diners back. 

And when we as a community choose to act so irresponsibly that 
the state requires a fence and searching of cups and coolers to get into 
pride, I feel we need to self-examine.

There’s also the issue that deaths in the community continue at what 

seem to be almost the rate they did at the height of the AIDS epidemic 
in the 90s. Not that HIV/AIDS is under control, because despite what 
some naive or stupid guys believe there is NO cure and too many folks 
reading this do not even know their HIV status and fail to practice safer 
sex. But now drugs and irresponsible behaviour have taken their places 
alongside AIDS to kill us.

From folks who hand out ill-gotten prescription meds to be washed 
down with wine at clubs, then go out and drive to people who know they 
have chronic illnesses yet fail to use diligent self-care, we are dying. We 
have had too many needless obituaries in the past few years and while 
I won’t, I could name a lot of names — famous and infamous — who 
are no longer here, often because of their own actions.

So where does all this leave us?
At a crossroads. We have jumped up and down demanding the rights 

we deserve for years, but now that they are arriving, some folks do not 
know how to handle them. And for just as long we have whined about 
not being mainstream, now that we are fast approaching it, we can not 
and must not forget the bars, businesses and people who for years have 
supported us when few others welcomed our community. Throwing 
them to the proverbial kerb or under the bus by going elsewhere all the 
time is not the way to treat friends. There is room (and money) for our 
support of both gay businesses and our allies.

Remember that all of us change. I sure have in looks, attitudes and 
business during the past 22 years and I am sure everyone reading (if you 
were even alive in 1991) has too. Two decades ago, if you read The Word 
you were one of a couple thousand who did so and you did it only on 
paper. About 13,000 a month of you still read us, but now that’s 10,000 
on paper and 3,000+ on iPads, iPhones, Droids and computers — devices 
which were largely or totally unknown when we started in 1991.  

We have changed with the times, as has our community. Where we 
go from here is unknown, but we need to think hard about our goals 
and those of the communities in which we live. 

So often when something of import happens I wonder what this or 
that person we have lost would have thought about it and I ponder how 
they would have reacted. All folks —people who were leaders in the 
community and others who were “just gay” and never thought much 
about it beyond that. And that’s why we need more than ever to get 
tested, know our status, rethink our drugs and alcohol abuse and stay 
alive so whatever the final outcome we will be here to experience it. 

We also need to get involved and rethink whether prides still have 
a place in our culture. I vote yes, but think we need to pull back a bit 
from the contest to see which city has the bigger, grander entertainers, 
wildest party and which pride leader and committee can be most 
important. Instead, let’s refocus on the politics, rights issues and the 
spirit of community we seem to have lost in many areas. Back in the day 
I found pride a fun time to look forward to. Now I and others would love 
to have that feeling back in areas where it’s been lost. Let’s get involved, 
support and help but as a community let’s not tolerate the behaviours, 
attitudes and abuses which seem to have crept in as our community 
has started to achieve mainstream successes.

Have a great July and sorry for being a bit Debby Downer. I just 
thought everyone should know what has been going through my mind 
of late. Let us hear from you at ted@midwestword.com
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

It’s Summer and there is a lot to do in the Midwest. The Dayton hiking club, Mov-
ing Men, has hikes and kayaking planned including a hike in Cincinnati. There is a 
large bowling tournament coming to Indianapolis and a tennis tournament planned 
in Columbus. Finally, information on women’s football and women’s rugby teams is 
featured and for those thinking of where to go on vacation, a review of Asheville and 
Gatlinburg is provided.

TGIF BOWLING TOURNAMENT COMES TO INDIANAPOLIS OVER THE 4th

The Greater Indianapolis Fourth of July Classic (TGIF) Bowling Tournament will be 
celebrating their 18th anniversary over (When else?) the 4th of July “weekend”. The  
tournament will host bowlers from all over the United States and Canada. Everyone 
(bowlers and non) is invited to attend the welcoming party on the 5th at Greg’s.  See 
details at www.tgif-classic.org

Indianapolis currently has three leagues that belong to the International Gay Bowling 
Organisation: Crossroads High Rollers and Western Strugglers which are Fall leagues 
as well as TGIF Double Rollers during the Summer. Visit www.igbo.org for info.

HIKING & KAYAKING IN DAYTON 
& CINCINNATI

The Moving Men are moving this 
month in Dayton including hiking and 
kayaking trips: 

—Saturday, 13 July, Clifton Gorge and 
John Bryan State Park  
—Saturday, 20th, Twin Creek Metro 
Park 
—Wednesday, 24th Kayak the Mad 
River with Whitewater Warehouse 
—Saturday, 27th, a Cincinnati-area 
hike. Suggest a location via e-mail at 
info@movingmen.org.

Verify meet times and details at www.
movingmen.org or call them at: 
937/603.9753.

 

TENNIS TOURNAMENT IN COLUMBUS

Many Midwest tennis players will be going to the Columbus Classic (www.ColumbusClas-
sicTennis.com) which will be held 19th-21st July on the indoor/outdoor courts of Wicker-
tree Tennis Club. Enjoy the Short North neighbourhood while you are there.

IndyTennis will have cash drawing 11th July. Also, their Saturday tennis continues all Sum-
mer at 10 a.m. Friend Indy Tennis on Facebook for locations, which are usually Riverside 
or Tarkington parks. For Louisville and other area teams and meets, visit www.glta.net

THE SMOKIES AND THE BLUE RIDGE 

Looking for a great, drivable getaway (where gas is only $3.16 a gallon)? It’s just a  
four-hour drive from Lexington to beautiful Asheville, North Carolina. You can explore 
the Blue Ridge Parkway and drive to the top of Mt. Mitchell in the state park. Eleva-
tion is 6,864 feet, making it the highest peak east of the Mississippi River. 

Have dinner at the Asheville Brewing Company (a great microbrewer with great spe-
cials) which is one of many great restaurants and bars. Stay with the urban hipsters 
and funky travellers at the Downtown Inn for $75 dollars or less or if you want to 
splash out the Grove Park Inn tempts as does the Haywood Park Inn. The latter, in 
downtown Asheville, is in what was once the J.B. Ivey’s Department Store. Pics and 
info at www.haywoodpark.com 

Enjoy the art galleries and historic architecture of this great little city (think Santa 
Fe or Santa Cruz) and don’t miss a tour of the Biltmore Estate just outside of town, 
either!

Then it’s just an hour from Asheville to the Great Smokey Mountains National Park 
where you can again drive to the top of a 6,000 foot mountain. Entrance is free to this 
park. They have two great visitor centres where you can get hiking and other activity 
ideas. The synchronized fireflies may even put on a show while you are there. 

Enjoy the blooms of the rhododendrons and flame azaleas in both the Smokies and 
along the Blue Ridge Parkway. Stay on the river in Gatlinburg, Tennessee which has a 
plethora of choices, though I picked a bed at Zoders. 

Finally, enjoy the drive through the Cumberland Gap and stop off and see Breaks In-
terstate Park or hike in Kentucky’s Pine Mountain State Park, the latter of which also 
has a world-class lodge if you are tired of sleeping bags and hard ground!

CRASH WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

Details on the Indy Crash Women’s Full Contact Football can be found at www.indy-
crash.com or e-mail info@indycrash.com They have over 40 members on their team. 
For other women’s teams including teams in Kentucky, check out www.wfa.com

HOYDENS WOMEN’S RUGBY

The Indy Hoydens are Indianapolis’ womens rugby team. E-mail them at IndyHoyden-
sRugby@gmail.com or see www.hoydens.org They just completed a Rugby 101 clinic. 

VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT SET FOR OCTOBER

The Circle City Fest volleyball tournament in Indianapolis is expecting over 31 teams 
(and 200 players) from around the country at their 5th-6th October tournament. 
Details at www.circlecityfest.com or contact Jen at jenbarnhardt@ymail.com For 
volleyball clubs in other cities, go to www.nagva.org And that’s all for July. Send me 
your team news and events by the 12th of July for my August column. My e-mail is 
s6473775@yahoo.com
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If You Want To Reach Customers All Over 
The Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! 
Anything Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 

317/725.8840

Medical 
Matters

To keep our lawyers happy, be advised that the recommendations 
which are contained in this column are suggestions, but are not to be 

taken as medical advice. Always consult your physician or a healthcare 
professional before undertaking any physical fitness or other exercise 

programme.

FEEL ALL THE STRESS & TENSION
MELT FROM YOUR BODY

UNDER THE HANDS
OF A NATIONALLY-CERTIFIED

MASSAGE THERAPIST

 INCREDIBLE 
90 Minute MASSAGE 

FOR JUST $75
CLINIC LOCATED On East 86th Street In The Nora Area

CALL RON AT
(317) 902-2796

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
WITH QUALITY MASSAGE!

... Is On Vacation & Will Return In Next Month’s Issue.
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The author is Cincinnati Gay & Lesbian Community Centre 
board member and long-time volunteer, Michael Chanak, better 
known to his friends and the community as “Mother Goose”.
The Centre is located at 4119 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati and 
on the web at www.cincyglbt.com)

The Kinsey Institute 

Juried Art Show 2013

May 1
7-Ju

ly 1
3, Tuesday-S

aturdays, 
12-4 pm

Sophie McMahan, Zoom

Grunwald Gallery of Art, B
loomington, Indiana

Opening reception and events, May 17-18 
More information at kinseyinstitute.org

Last Chance! 
Show Closes 13th July!



Page 50       The Word   July  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com



Sheila's 
Column

By Sheila Suess Kennedy

 The Word  April  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 51      

When It Comes To 
Downtown Living 

We Got All The Bases 
Covered!

*Hardwood floors,
*16ft. ceilings
*2 Blocks To Circle Centre
*1 Block To Lilly
*Supermarket Within 1 Mile
*Easy Interstate Access
*Free Indoor Parking Included

Rents From Just 
$775-$1800 Monthly

Immediate Occupancy!

A Taste Of Manhattan In 
Downtown Indianapolis!

Call 
800.849.4853

I’ve always been fascinated by attitudes and behaviours I can’t figure out. Vandal-
ism is one of those. I disapprove of theft, but I can understand why people steal. 
On the other hand, I am mystified by people who derive satisfaction from destroy-
ing things. Similarly, I have always had trouble getting my head around homopho-
bia. Recent academic research, however, is shedding some light on the homopho-
bic personality.

The most widely reported finding is that the incidence of repressed homosexual-
ity is higher among those (mostly men) with anti-gay attitudes and behaviours. (I 
have always suspected that this is the case, but it’s nice to have scientific verifica-
tion.) 

Less widely reported is research into the connections between homophobia, per-
sonality type and religiosity. Here is a partial abstract of one such study.  

Empathic concern and perspective taking were significantly correlated with lower 
overall homophobic attitudes, less affect discomfort in regard to gays, and less 
likelihood to abridge the human rights of gays. Religiosity was significantly cor-
related with more biased beliefs about the origins of homophobia, greater affective 
discomfort around gays, less endorsement of human rights for gays, and greater 
homophobia.

I think I’d modify that last sentence because in my experience, it puts the cart be-
fore the horse. The more I see of scripture-spouting haters, the more certain I am 
that the anti-gay bias came first. These are people who “mine” religious texts for 
language to validate their pre-existing attitudes.

Take the Indiana Family Institute’s Micah Clark, for example. In the wake of the 
Boy Scout decision to stop discriminating against gay kids, Micah launched a 
series of bizarre assertions: the Indianapolis Star is “one of the largest homosexual 
advocacy organisations.” 

The Boy Scouts “decided to abandon their moral principles in favour of keeping 
pro-homosexual corporate donors’ money.” Gays make up “only 3% of the U.S. 
population but are responsible for a third of all child molestations.” The Scouts’ 
decision is evidence that “true manhood is under attack.”

Clark plucks his “facts” from thin air, then justifies his rants with biblical refer-
ences. 

I saw this newsletter not an hour after I had spoken to a sizable group of Christian 
senior citizens at a church meeting about same-sex marriage. Since Micah clearly 
believes that he speaks for all “true” Christians, this gathering must have been 
composed of “fake” Christians. Not only did those present reject the sort of hateful 
homophobic characterisations and falsehoods that Micah and his ilk constantly 
spew, not only did they applaud the Boy Scouts’ decision, they were strongly sup-
portive of marriage equality.

Micah Clark and those like him can turn blue insisting that neutral reporting turns 
the daily newspaper into an advocacy organisation. They can invent statistics and 
“facts” and insist that theirs is the proper “moral” standard. 

But all of that is window dressing. Their position rests, ultimately, on their convic-
tion that they speak for the angry God of their version of Christianity.

But just as they stereotype gay, lesbian, bi & trans folks, they stereotype their fel-
low Christians.

For every literalist, fundamentalist church that defines itself in contrast to sinful 
“others,” there is a Christian denomination that takes seriously the obligation to 
love one’s fellow-man.

For every angry, judgmental, morally-constipated “Christian” I’ve met, I can point 
to three or four others who see their faith as a prescription for love and under-
standing and who shrink from the very real transgressions of arrogance and self-
righteousness.

I am neither a Christian nor a theologian, but I know the difference between peo-
ple who are at peace with themselves and people who — for whatever reason — 
need to blame someone else for the demons that beset them.
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Panther’s 
Perspective

By Panther Daddy / Word Columnist
Allow me to introduce myself to all of the readers of The Word and in particular, 
the readers of the Leather/Kink article, formerly known as The Whipping Post.

For the purpose of this column, I’ll call myself Panther Daddy. I chose the name 
Panther Daddy for two main reasons. First and foremost, I am a Daddy. I’ve been 
an active member of the Leather/Kink community for the 17 years and have been 
out as a gay man for 37 years.

Panther was selected because it is the spiritual representation of my energy. 
Panthers are observers — watching and listening to the activities going on around 
them.  However, seldom are they seen or heard but the other environmental in-
habitants are keenly aware of their presence and always on the lookout for them. 
Panthers are great hunters and as such, they are acutely attuned to any presence 
that might provide them with sustenance. 

Now while I do go on the “hunt” at times, the sustenance this column will address 
will be of events and happenings in The Word’s readership areas. To honour that 
innate ability of the panther, I’ll call this column, Panther’s Perspective.

It is a great honour to be selected to become the new writer of the Leather column 
for The Word. However, before I continue, I want to give a nod and kudos to Ms. 
Kendra.  In so many ways, she has and continues to impact my leather/kink expe-
rience. She is smart, thoughtful, tenacious and  a very powerful voice and pres-
ence in our community. It is an honour to have the torch passed to me from such 
capable hands and I thank her for all that she has done and will continue to do.

When I first started on my leather life journey, it was solely based on the visceral 
reaction I had to seeing hot, muscled, leather-clad men. It was as if someone 
reached inside me, grabbed my spirit in a vice grip and started massaging all of 
my senses, similar to the way a pianist massages the keyboard to produce a haunt-
ing, intoxicating melody.  

Every time I caught a whiff of the combination of leather and man scent, I’d find 
myself suffocated by a sort of hypnotic fog. I could not stop thinking about it. Like 
an insatiable hunger, the urge and desire kept growing and refused to be silenced. 

It was one of the moments in life when I intrinsically knew this was something 
I must pursue. I went out and bought myself a  leather vest, a pair of Engineer 
boots and a leather belt, believing I was prepared for the mysterious road that lay 
before me.  What I got has been so much more than I expected. 

Now, here I am, 17 years later. While the initial reactions still impact me as I walk 
this path, I have found the journey to be so much more nourishing and fulfilling 
than I could have imagined. What I am discovering is that underneath all of the 
monikers, the fetish wear, the events, the parties and sexual energy is a group of 
men and women who understand the wisdom of listening to their spirit and fol-
lowing their hearts. If you look around, you will notice an influx of interest in the 
leather/kink/fetish lifestyle.

In the past few years, leather clubs, leather contests, kink colleges, fetish themed 
bar nights, pup groups, rubber parties and bar demos have become the norm in 
many cities across the U.S. and Internationally.  

We, as a community, have taken on the task of addressing the needs of the curi-
ous, the seasoned, the “tourists” and the newbies. This column will be taking a 
look at the organisations, individuals and groups that are working very hard to 
create a space and an energy where folks can feel safe to explore these often mis-
judged and misunderstood desires.  

I will be informing the community of the different events taking place in Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Tennessee and Kentucky. Additionally, this column 
will explore the ideals of family, brother and sisterhood, poly relationships, Dom/
sub dynamics and a variety of other topics as they pertain to the fetish lifestyle. If 
there are topics that you, as a reader of The Word would like to see explored in the 
column, please feel free to contact me with your ideas.

You can do that at Ebonypapa@aol.com with suggestions and feedback about the 
column, Panthers Perspective.

—Panther Daddy
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FRIDAY, SEPT. 6
6 P.M. - MIDNIGHT
PRIDE NIGHT IS A FUNDRAISER FOR THE GAY AND LESBIAN 

COMMUNITY CENTER OF GREATER CINCINNATI.

CINCYGLBT.COM

Brought to you in part by these fine sponsors:
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Damron
LGBT Travel Guides

with the 2013

For nearly 50 years, Damron has listed LGBT resorts, B&Bs, nightclubs, 
restaurants, cruises, tours & much more, across the US, Canada, Europe & beyond.

We’ll show you where to go! Trip OUT with Damron. 

Call for a free catalog. Got iPhone or iPad? Find Gay Scout and Gurl Scout in iTunes.
415/255-0404            www.damron.com

Out!Trip
We can help you check this off your bucket list!

We fly in Indianapolis and all surrounding areas.

We have Indiana’s only Easy Access Basket (with a door)

And we offer hotel pickup if needed.

$15 OFF
Per person. When mentioning this ad.

Visit www.InABalloon.com
for more information, pricing and booking a ride.

This “Easy Access Basket”  
has a door that makes it  
easy to get in and out.

Take a 
hot air balloon 

ride over Indiana

317.863.0318
tony@midwestballoonrides.com
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Wet Or Dry, Area Celebrated Pride!
Look for more pics On Pages 60 & 61
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Continuned From The Front Page

remaining clubs he owns over to his son, Chuck Reuter, and enjoy retirement.

The Unicorn will be missed, not only as an Indianapolis fixture for longer than 
there’s been a Word, but because of the many thousands of dollars the corporation 
and the owners have given to the Damien Centre, AIDServe, Indiana AIDS Fund, 
Justice, Indiana Youth Group and more, but also for the many fun nights, dancers 
and employees who have had their start there over the years thanks to Paul, Johnny 
and Don’s foresight.

Lights Go Out 
For Final Time 
At The Unicorn 

LAFAYETTE—They have been busy this Winter and Spring in Northwest Indiana as 
the Pride Committee for Lafayette has come up with a new venue, as well as a new 
date for their ever-popular Lafayette/West Lafayette OUTfest 2013. The event will be 
on Saturday, 3rd August from 4 p.m. to midnight at Riehle Plaza and on the John T. 
Myers Pedestrian Bridge spanning the Wabash River in downtown Lafayette. Admis-
sion is $5 for adults, $3 for students and anyone 12 and under is free. Or earn FREE 
admission by volunteering at OUTfest for a two-hour shift.

Organisers, who work year round and man the community centre on Main Street the 
other 11+ months (it’s now open seven days a week) promise readers that, “OUTfest 
is a fresh, fun and family friendly street festival celebrating lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, and intersex community and our families, friends and allies.”

OUTfest, Lafayette’s annual pride festival hosted by Pride Lafayette, aims to increase 
public awareness of our community in Lafayette and beyond, bring attention to issues, 
provide resources, and celebrate diversity.

Each year OUTfest gets bigger and bigger — more vendors, more sponsors, more com-
munity involvement, and more attendees, which is a big part of why the new location 
for this year — they simply outgrew the stretch of Main Street they have been occupy-
ing. In 2008 OUTfest started with 3000 visitors and last year more than 8000 people 
came out to be part of this incredible event. 

“And this year,” organisers note, “thanks to our generous sponsors The Word, Neon 
Cactus and Awards Unlimited, we hope to host an even bigger event!” Of course, with 
a new location comes a new calendar, which is also why the date has moved to early 
August — the landscaped pedestrian bridge and its plazas in Lafayette and West La-
fayette is simply put, a busy place and pride needed to find a weekend that worked in 
everyones’ schedules.

OUTfest 2013 marks its sixth year with a family area; live bands; DJs; food; beer gar-
dens; dancing; vendors with jewellery, clothes, books, crafts and more; informational 
booths, extended hours by neighbouring downtown businesses and more. 

This year’s entertainment lineup is OUTstanding! As in the past few years, OUTfest 
2013 will highlight the diversity in our community with a focus on local and regional 
talent. Look for performances by local bands, Purdue University performers, dance 
groups and street performers on two stages and throughout the festival.

“Our West Stage, with Purdue Campus as a backdrop high up on the hill, will show-
case musical stylings from jazz to folk to rock, while also featuring visual entertain-
ment from modern dance to ballroom and even Zumba. Perched over the steps at 
Riehle Plaza you will have the musical stylings of local DJs, and the high energy of 
local and regional bands with a selection of popular covers and outstanding originals. 
Let's not forget to add a touch of belly dancing to Burlesque and cap it off with the

New Venue; New Date, But Same 
Great Time Planned At Lafayette 

always popular Drag Extravaganza with The Queens of the Columbia Ballroom at 
10.30 p.m.,” organisers noted.

Returning acts include Frank Muffin, Wulbrecht Jazz & Upshot and the Minsky Kinks 
burlesque review. DJs include DJ King Wolf and the diverse talents of The Purdue Beat 
Society.

Loads of vendors are lined up to showcase their wares and services. The 2013 list in-
cludes numerous clothing, craft, art, and food vendors as well as family friendly organ-
isations, churches and synagogues, and lesbian, gay, bi & trans groups and resources. 

“And we’re thrilled to have as a first time vendor The Knickerbocker Saloon — Indi-
ana’s oldest bar. There really is something for everyone,” Pride Lafayette told The Word.

It’s also not too late to get involved. Show your support by hosting a vendor booth for 
your business or volunteer to help with the event. OUTfest is looking for volunteers to 
assist with poster distribution, set-up, stage help, security, decorations, cleanup and 
tear-down.

Contact info@pridelafayette.org for details, hours and needs. Remember, too, that your 
admission will be free if you help out for just two hours.

For more information about 
OUTfest head to the web and 
point your prowser to www.
pridelafayette.org/OUTfest or 
friend them on Facebook at 
OUTfestLafayette. They are 
also on twitter.com/OUTfest-
LafIN, reachable by telephone 
at 765/423.7579 or via e-mail 
at info@pridelafayette.org 
See? there’s no excuse not to 
spend the day in Lafayette 
and to help out at Indiana’s 
2013 pride finale (and best!) 
event.

Please note that due to space 
and crowd limitations, visi-
tors are asked to leave their 
pets (especially snakes) at 
home as the venue is service 
animals only!
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A Gay Guide To Reading Between Signs

Foxy’s 
Starcast

Hello there, and nice to meet you all. I would like to break the ice with a healthy thank you 
to The Word for letting a “Star child” aboard. My name is Thomas, but in our forthcoming 
relationship, you can just call me Foxy (personal totem). Growing up in the mountains of 
Southeastern Kentucky, I was blissfully exposed to Earth Mama in some of Her most pristine 
qualities. From peaceful green hideouts, turquoise waterways and star-dusted heavens I 
garnered a holistic stance on this phenomenon we affirm to be life. Being gay in the country 
has its difficulties, but there’s something to be said for going it alone. With nobody to shadow, 
I paved my own way, and discovered there is no “right way” to be gay. Thank goodness for 
the hordes of lesbians who protected me. Wiccan that I am, it was only a swift blink before I 
embarked on the “divining arts.” In the wide open wild, I discovered my talents, and dreamt 
of how I might later put them to use. As Father Time turned his pages he “switched the game 
up,” and I left my moss covered temples and small town libraries to become a “city mouse.” 

Now here I am, grateful for the opportunity before me. In good fashion, a balance of Astrol-
ogy, self-reflection, common sense and humour in the face of life’s idiosyncrasies has always 
done the trick for me. This is what I aspire to extend to your auras, darling readers. Hopefully 
with a little zest and accuracy I can help you all illuminate and chart your destinies to their 
highest well-being. No matter what our ups and downs may be in this life, we are all star 
children. Remember as we coast around on the surface of our cosmic Mother in an ocean of 
possibility, that seeking harmony and balance with one another is a noble virtue for anybody 
— gay or straight. I am very pleased to produce for you “Foxy’s Starcast — A gay guide to 
reading between the signs.”

by their “pride.” Whether a biological family or the one you’ve constructed through 
earned trust, you’ll encourage many a shindig. You’ve garnered some rather important 
“girl scout badges” at work which come with major responsibility. All the more reason 
to celebrate!

Virgo

Very similar to what Janet meant by “Pleasure principle” but more like “Pressure prin-
ciple” this month. Would you care for some smoked Gouda to go with your organic 
“whine?” After all, you invited these demands and get off on self-improvement anyway. 
Come one already! Annihilate your task list! Just don’t ignore your new cutie in the 
process. Things are on track. 

Libra

I swear! You take the expression “swings both ways” to a whole new level. The begin-
ning of July has you worried for your livelihood. You’re buttering your boss up better 
than Paula Deen ever could. All the cash flow from those extra hours will place you 
antipode to working warrior. Good! The object of your affections feared you had for-
gotten them. 

Scorpio

Why can’t your partner give you the respect you’re entitled to!? Why can’t they treat 
you like you would be treated by any stranger on the street!? Um, Foxy thinks you 
know the answer to this — your temper. Work life is great. You should answer the 
call of the night. Venturing to clubs or dinner parties will cool you off and refine your 
social skills. 

Sagittarius 

In 1983 Madonna released a song called Holiday. Brainwash yourself with it. Not liter-
ally, but hovering around your lover attempting to mend invisible snafus (your insecu-
rities) is making the air tense. Obsessing at work won’t serve as diversion either. Some 
alone time in the outdoors will help you feel more solid and less debilitated.

Capricorn

“This month on extreme makeover; Capricorn edition: one invigorated / fed up individ-
ual will revamp . . . everything!” Pouting isn’t going to “turn back time.” Waking up and 
being truthful is most beneficial in July. So it didn’t work out! Foxy says you’re durable 
and some constructive change is needed. If you don’t invent yourself, who else will? 

Aquarius

On a social front last month, you may have clicked more times than arrows on Google’s 
homepage. You’re spent and almost bored of being a party animal. There is one person 
specifically in mind for your social calendar in July — the real you. You need expan-
sion. Not the Kim Kardashian sort, but rather of the soul. Water bearer, know thyself. 

Pisces

Well hello, force to be reckoned with! It’s about time you were given an opportunity 
to prove your gumption. Scholastically or professionally, this will be one of your most 
lucrative months. This “milkshake” of confidence and fearlessness will bring some-
body special to “the yard.” Foxy thinks this helps you erase the aftertaste of your last 
emotional blunder. 

Aries

If mama ain’t happy, ain’t nobody happy. Just remember these words when dealing 
with family this month, or a friend with “bossy boots” tendencies. Arguments will pop 
up like a size queen at a horse auction. So be ready to adopt couth and agree to disa-
gree. An issue or two may call for some immediate spending. Girl, ration your piggy 
bank! 

Taurus

Children of Venus are sensual in almost every way possible. I know well that the best 
way to a Taurus’ heart is their stomach. In July your lover is like a soufflé (a French 
word meaning “to blow up.”) Your overly cautious persona is besmirching on a work 
front. Let them fly off the handle, and focus on business.

Gemini

We get it! She works hard for the money. Now let those who love you “treat you right.” 
You’ve been oscillating between work and more work so much that it’s made you into 
an Eeyore. What’s worse is that you’ve put up a wall your loved ones want torn down. 
You are human, and you need to be loved. 

Cancer

Akin to last month, you are “instant happiness” — just add water. July’s onset has you 
riveted with old hobbies that you’ve missed so much, but hadn’t the time for. As for 
later in the month — a vacation? “Yes please!” Why fight it? You will have an unstop-
pable urge to be near your primary element, beautiful blue water. Dive in. 

Leo

So it appears in July that Kings and Queens of the jungle will yearn to be surrounded 
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The whole Word crew was out this past month! Mark Dickhaus covered 
Indy Pride, with some help from Johnny Dixon; Wally Paynter did 
Evansville’s Picnic, Lee Densmore went to Quad Cities and Kentuckiana 
Pride and (on Page 57) Mother Goose got our Dayton pics for us! 
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
URBANA, Illinois—Listening is what it’s all about when you go to the ear, nose & throat 
doc. And in the case of mine, Dr. Heidi Dunniway in Indianapolis, that’s exactly what I 
did when she heard me mention we were headed to Champaign/Urbana recently. The 
advice she gave still rings in my ears: “Go to the Courier Cafe... you will love it.” 

Seems said doctor went to college at University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign (to use 
the correct name for what most folks just call University of Illinois or U of I) and spent 
a lot of time at The Courier Cafe. Never one to ignore advice from an MD (especially 
one who’s also a friend) we got off I-74 and headed for 111 North Race Street in Down-
town Urbana. If you’re heading west, it’s easy to exit on the east end of town, hit the 
cafe and then re-emerge onto I-72, I-57 or I-74 on the west end, which is a polite way 
to say we did not go out of our way... though we would have had we known what treats 
were in store. We’ll say it was just what the doctor ordered, to be honest.

So what was on the menu? A lot, which was part of the problem (really the only one) 
we encountered as service was very good and it took awhile to read the very extensive 
choices which are offered. That means we sent the staff away twice before we finally 
(and reluctantly) made up our minds.

Of course we all wanted to sight-see, too. In The Courier Cafe that means looking at all 
the trappings still left from The Champaign/Urbana Courier newspaper which ceased 
publication in 1979 and in whose building the cafe resides. No one on staff we spoke 
with knew the exact age of the structure, but the website dates it to 1916. In any case it 
is old, has been lovingly restored and still has a lot of the place’s original — now antique 
— items. Those include a near-century-old Coca-Cola regulator clock (keeping perfect 
time) and a 1930s ceiling fan made to look like an airplane with its propeller doing the 
work. There’s the old master time clock on another wall and more, so come prepared to 
look at the place and not just the plate!

Anyway, whatever else you decide to order from the huge menu, do not forget one of 
the hand-dipped shakes ($3.75). Our table had both a chocolate and strawberry to share 
and the younger set had never seen a shake from a real soda fountain before — served 
complete with the “extra” in the blender container as I recall from my youth. And forget 
the straw. This shake needed the spoon which came along as it was way, way too thick 
to even try inhaling, which was good as it made us slow down and enjoy every spoonful.

To go along, two at the table did burgers (superb) while I enjoyed the Dagwood Sand-
wich, named for the comic strip which is still going but back in the day was in every 
newspaper — including most likely The Courier. The sandwich lived up to the menu 
description which is, “A mountain of a sandwich; 3 layers containing ham, roast beef, 2 
cheeses, pickle slices, tomato, lettuce, secret sauce, cucumbers & more. Don’t order this 
unless you’re hungry. $7.95.” Suffice to say I guess I was hungry and did finish it all. I 
will add that all of the breads, including the sandwich one, are baked by the restaurant’s 
sister eatery a few blocks away so while not “in house” damn close and also available to 
take home at the register (as are t-shirts and other souvenirs right next to a display case 
with copies of the defunct newspaper, a newsboy’s bag emblazoned with the old logo 
and more memories.)

Back to the food, going along with the mains were some awesome sweet potato fries 
(again, the doctor’s order and a prescription for delicious!), some chips made in-house 
and more. The whole bill for three was under $40 with a tip for the great waitress and 
those shakes. Maybe if the doc handed out those I’d not need any medication as they 
took away all pains with their flavour and consistency.

Now all I am hoping is that business or pleasure takes us back toward Urbana as I want 
to try more of the items on The Courier Cafe’s menu. There’s a Pork Tenderloin, “broiled 
tender with pineapple bourbon glaze...” and  a Flat Iron Bacon Burger, “In memory of 
the building which stood at the intersection of Springfield and Main Street” and every-
thing else from pitas to steaks and back, plus a small but neat by-the-ounce salad bar in 
what might have been the press room back in the day. Did we mention the menu also 
says the cafe serves breakfast? I wanna try The Morning Edition Breakfast sandwich 
“with eggs, cheese, and choice of meat, served on a fresh croissant with hash browns”, 
so they are open long hours (perfect for medical students one would assume) from 7 
a.m. to 11 p.m. Sundays through Thursdays and until midnight on the weekends. To 
find out more, see all the antiques and get an interactive direction map visit www.cou-
riersilvercreek.com Oh, and we should mention Silver Creek is The Courier Cafe’s sister 
restaurant a few blocks away. Silver Creek also offers a special Sunday brunch, while 
The Courier serves their 7-day breakfast weekends too. I definitely am planning another 
visit... afterall, it’s doctor’s orders and not at all a bitter pill to swallow!

What a start to the month...July had not even begun before the fireworks started here 
and there around the region, and from what we are told they are only gonna get more 
colourful, especially after some of these folks see their names (or at least they think 
they do) in this column, so let’s get right to it... First off, the fireworks were hot and 
heavy as a lot of FIRE-ings took place around the region and there are fewer 
places for WORK these days. We hear tell the biggest “show” was a recent evening 
when one establishment’s owner “went off” and when the show was over, so was the 
party. There have been a lot of rumours flying (some nasty and some very nasty) about 
things, but we will say we pussies are siding 100% with the owner on this one. After 
the dust from this explosion settled, someone sent we cats the following note on Fa-
cebook which seems to agree 100% with what we pussies heard: “I was at (club name 
deleted) Saturday. Bartender was pouring shots, taking them to the DJ booth, and the 
DJ and staff were all crowded in, getting drunk while customers were being ignored, 
not getting much attention. Most staff didn’t seem to care...” Guess there’s nothing 
like a trip to the unemployment office to maybe make ‘em care, huh?... Speaking of 
that office, we hear tell that the webmaster for another institution is likely there 
looking for a new gig, too. Seems he got mad at the club which employed him (and 
whose website he managed) because they let his boyfriend go and he thought were 
about to do same to him, so he hijacked the establishment’s website, removed all of 
the information, links and replaced them with a cartoon which made fun of the boss 
and his managers — past and present. As of presstime for this edition, the offensive 
cartoons were still displayed and we wish the owners good luck getting rid of same 
and getting their site back! Passwords can be a bitch, especially if the person holding 
them is out of work and we hear doesn’t care... Speaking of getting back, and the 
unemployment office, all in one item here, we hear tell the former manager at 
Club Indianapolis is in the job hunt line these days too as his style and manner 
didn’t please the customers or his bosses. We cats were told that old friend Aaron 
has returned to manage Club Indianapolis personally until such time when someone 
decent can be found to take over. Of course, they are gonna have to look long and hard 
(get that pun?) to replace Aaron with anyone even half as good. By the way, Aaron re-
mains the regional boss over all the clubs and his office is just here for the time being. 
He invites all his friends and old customers to come back in and see him... Still on the 
jobs topic (but this first one not involving anyone out of work) congrats to friend 
Nik on having not one but three jobs now. That boy is tired of pedalling or hoofing 
it so he’s really working hard to get a new car. All we can say is more power to him!... 
Meanwhile over in Illinois what IS it about folks who fancy themselves as “ar-
tistes”? We have been looking for a writer and sales person in Central Illinois, adver-
tised the job and thought we’d found our woman, but alas, she quit before she started 
as she felt we’d make her be too busy selling to write! Maybe we cats got our priorities 
wrong, but unless we have cat food, we won’t be here to keep writing, so she needs 

to “get it” that they can only work 
together — sales and reporting! Let the 
muse wait and put food on the table!... 
Speaking of working (and more on 
jobs), we offer congrats and sym-
pathies to our erstwhile writer / 
salesman / photographer / delivery 
person and all-round great guy Lee 
Densmore on his job promotion. 
The congrats are on becoming fulltime 
at his “day job” and all the benefits 
that brings. And the sympathies are 
on that same promotion since they got 
this night owl on days and trust we 
cats, he’s not lovin’ it! Oh, and con-
grats, too, Lee, on that hot new set of 
wheels. Can’t hold as many papers as 
the former “big ass truck” but it sure 
looks snazzy!... And finally on happy 
job promotions, congrats to co-owner 
and co-cat food buyer, Ivan, on his 
promotion to fulltime at work as well 
as all the other perks that go along 
with it! Too bad he broke his own iPad 
last month (or weren’t we supposed to 
mention that?)... Meow!
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