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Now Serving
Indiana
Ohio
Kentucky
Illinois
Michigan
Iowa
& Tennessee

November 2012 Edition

AIDS Walk Turns 
Downtown Louisville 
A Bright Red
The rains held off and the 
crowds in red shirts came 
out as AIDS Walk Louisville 
took to the streets 14th Oc-
tober. See Page 46 for more 
of Doug Messinger’s Word 
photos.

Damien’s Masquerade 
Marks Quarter Century
INDIANAPOLIS—The Damien Centre’s 
Grande Masquerade held it’s 25th annual 
event Saturday 20th October with a sell-out 
crowd at the Downtown Marriott. See Page 
50 for lots more photos of the fun-raiser.
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HOUSE REPUBLICANS FORCE TAX-
PAYERS TO PAY $1.5 MILLION TO 
‘DEFEND’ MARRIAGE BIGOTRY

WASHINGTON, D.C.— House Repub-
licans, under the leadership of Speaker 
John Boehner, have racked up a $1.5 mil-
lion bill in their relentless pursuit of the 
discriminatory Defence of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) – and they are sticking Ameri-
can taxpayers with the cost, despite the 
fact that a solid majority of Americans 
support marriage equality and despite 
the fact that the House Republicans’ legal 
case has been soundly rejected in all five 
federal courts in which it has been heard. 

HRC Legislative Director Allison Her-
witt noted, “It’s unbelievable that House 
Republicans continue to pour taxpayer 
dollars into a case aimed solely at dis-
criminating against Americans. In poll 
after poll, we see that voters do not view 
marriage equality as a critical issue for 
lawmakers – likely because a good major-
ity of the country already supports it.”

Under DOMA, even lawfully-married cou-
ples are denied access to more than 1,100 
rights, benefits and responsibilities under 
federal law.

In 
Brief

WHEN WILL MEDIA RECOGNISE 
FAMILY RESEARCH COUNCIL IS 

TRULY A HATE GROUP?

October marked the one-year anniversary 
of the repeal of the military’s “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy. Unsurprisingly, not a 
single one of  the Family Research Coun-
cil’s (FRC) doomsday predictions about the 
end  of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” have come 
true in the past year, which is  just the lat-
est example of FRC’s inability to produce 
credible and  unbiased policy analysis. So 
why do media outlets keep taking the group  
seriously?

In the months leading up to DADT’s repeal, 
FRC officials issued countless warnings that 
allowing open service would be a disaster. 
And it’s not the first time FRC has made 
wildly inaccurate claims about policies that 
advance gay equality. The group also has a 
history of relying on discredited and junk 
research to make disparaging assertions 
about gay people including statements that 
gays are more  likely to be pedophiles, ho-
mosexuality can be cured, etc. Given FRC’s 
record of inaccurate “policy analysis,” it’s  
unclear why the clearly biased organisa-
tion remains relevant. FRC president Tony 
Perkins regularly appears on all three major 
cable news networks to provide commen-
tary on political issues. Fox News’ Mike 
Huckabee referred to FRC as “one of the 
most respected family organisations in 
America.” And The Washington Post’s Dana 
Milbank recently referred to the group as a 
“mainstream conservative think tank.”
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist

Please Continue On Page 31

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2012 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               

Early December
Deadline!!!

™

Monday 12th November
Papers On Street:  

Tuesday  20th November
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DEBATING TERROR

Lovers of the English language take cover. Your beloved Saffire-esque devotion to the 
composition of sentences is under strict attack. In the 2012 American Presidential elec-
tion no less. As a backdrop: the shameful Libyan murder of four American diplomats.  
And the White House response to same.

Enter Mitt Romney. He seized on the murders as an example of “failed Obama foreign 
policy.” His campaign foreign policy advisers, flush with Bush and Reagan stalwarts, 
thought they’d hit the jackpot. This from a group that still thinks there were “weapons 
of mass destruction” somewhere, and which stood idly by while “mission accom-
plished” became an international joke.

At issue was the President’s public acknowledgement of “terror.” One simple word.  
Did he say it, and when? Turns out he did. Within a day in a Rose Garden speech he 
denounced the Libyan murders and indicated acts of terror would not be allowed to 
stand. And he spoke with authority.  

This is the President who gave the difficult — indeed, dicey — order to execute Bin 
Laden. He pulled the trigger when he had the chance. That mission could easily have 
failed, but Obama decided to try. And he succeeded.  

In the 16th October debate Romney doubled-down on the use of the word “terror” by 
the President. When he was caught by the moderator and the neutral audience that 
night his campaign tried to de-construct the Rose Garden words. They tried to re-cre-
ate the sentence in which “terror” was used. It was the most startling political gram-
mar flub since Clinton’s “is” remark. And it backfired.

By the time this is published and read, Presidential debate number three will be over 
and you’ll be heading to the voting booth. At this writing national polls are virtually 
deadlocked and battleground state polls give the President a very slight lead. Why, 
under that scenario, would a Republican nominee abandon his strongest platform 
(jobs and the economy) and venture into Obama’s foreign policy? For the first time in 
decades a national Democrat has, at the very least, a 50-50 draw on that score — if not 
a complete victory.

It was a colossal Romney gamble in an election that’s hair-trigger close. This is the 
stuff of which post-campaign books are written... Books which I buy and read like an 
addict. ‘Tis the stuff of Random House and Doubleday. God bless them. And William 
Saffire is indeed rolling over in his staunchly-conservative grave.

INDIANA LEGISLATIVE NUMBERS AND HJR-6

On the 6th of November 125 of the 150 Indiana legislators will be on the ballot. Head-
ing into the election Republicans controlled the House 60-40 and the Senate 37-13.

And what will we find when we wake up on the 7th? It’ll likely be somewhere near 62-
38 House and 35-15 Senate, both still firmly in Republican control. Here’s why:

Indiana House of Representatives: Few House districts are competitive. At the time 
of candidate recruitment (which was last spring and before) districts were brand-new 
or still being drawn. Democrats were at the near-end of a long and exhausting leader-
ship scuffle which ended in late Summer with a coup. And part of that coup was the 
House Democratic leader’s use of campaign funds. Too little, too squandered — those 
were the complaints.  

One of the few competitive districts gives our community hope. House District 100, 
as now drawn, doesn’t resemble the district which Rep. John Day (D) represented for 
almost three decades. He was a tireless advocate for all who have no voice. He decided 
to retire. He earned it, but his unique voice needed company.

In the new 100th district, two strong lesbian & gay allies emerged. Republican Scott 
Keller was co-author of the Indianapolis HRO in 2005. He’s served on the board of In-
diana Equality for years and raised thousands of dollars for the cause, mostly through 
lavish dinners at his beautiful downtown home. He promises to be a rare elephant in 
the Republican tent — a vocal and staunch ally of our community.

On the Democratic side, political rookie Dan Forrestal won the nomination. He’s an 
Indianapolis firefighter from a longtime Dem family rich in tradition. He has pledged 
to oppose HJR-6, the Marriage Discrimination Amendment.  

In one district we have an embarrassment of riches. If only…

The combination of new districts and early Democratic campaign turmoil will likely 
increase the Republican caucus by a couple of seats. For our community, sadly, that 
translates to: more of the same drivel. Social issue pandering and lots of it. If Re-
publican Mike Pence is elected governor, it also means a clear path for his legislative 
agenda.
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Through a Child’s Eyes
• Early impressions •

Indianapolis Women’s Chorus Presents the 2012-13 Concert Series • Life’s Full Circle
Dr. Scott Buchanan, Artistic Director

Saturday, November 3, 2012 • 8 p.m.
Sunday, November 4, 2012 • 3 p.m.

Unitarian Universalist Church of Indianapolis • 615 West 43rd Street, 46208

For tickets, visit indychoruses.org/tickets/
Online ticket prices: Adult $15, Student, Seniors 60+ $10

Flex Passes also available • Phone 317-855-8706

 Like us on Facebook  facebook.com/indianapoliswomenschorus
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ITS SUPER EASY

SAVE UR RESULTS

FASTER THAN EVER

UR GONNA LUV IT

FAST AS YOU WANT

EASY FUN AND FAST

WHAT R U WAITING 4

A Faster,  
Better Way  

to Play

Check Out Our ALL-NEW MENU!
This taste-tempting menu takes 

a playful twist on traditional 
American pub & grille fare!

View our new menu online.

Signature Appetizers
Soups & Salads

Burgers & Sandwiches
Twin Sliders

Hot Dog Favorites

Flatbread Pizzas
Small Plates

Delicious Desserts
Specialty Martinis

Indiana Microbrews

FEATURES 
• Mega HDTV Wall 
• Indiana’s Best Microbrews 
• Signature Cocktails
• Taste-Tempting Menu
• Freshly Squeezed Juice

• Convenient Garage Parking 
   for just $2 With Validation
• Use Point Perks Towards Food 
   & Beverage Purchases
• Indy’s Only Off Track Betting
• FastBet Mobile Race Wagering

ENTERTAINMENT NEVER TASTED SO GOOD
This exciting destination features an American cuisine-inspired grille, 
a 21st Century pub featuring a one-of-a-kind LED bar top and a Las 
Vegas-style race wagering lounge - all just steps from Monument 
Circle. 

FASTBET MOBILE RACE WAGERING

Mobile

Mobile
Mobile
Mobile

• Wager From Your Smart Device or Use a Winner’s Circle Tablet
• Wager From Anywhere Throughout the Winner’s Circle
• No Lines, No Tickets - Just Fast and Convenient Wagering

(317) 656-7223
HPWinnersCircle.com

Details available. Must be 18 years or older to enter. Management reserves all rights. Some programs subject to change.

Downtown Indy - Just one block from Monument Circle at 
20 N. Pennsylvania between Washington and Market Streets.

COMING IN 
NOVEMBER!

THE TRIPLE  
CROWN CLUB

A Smokin’ Good Time!
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 
Dear Mz. Pink,

I have been dating the woman I am with for a couple of months, things are starting to get 
serious and I am happy with the direction we are moving in, but she is older than I am 
and this is starting to cause problems with my friends. Also, I want to introduce her to 
my family but she is almost the same age as my mother. 

I don’t think this is weird and it doesn’t feel unnatural, but it will be uncomfortable for 
my family. I know I shouldn’t worry about my friends and family as long as we are happy, 
but I want everyone to get along so that I don’t become alienated towards the people who 
I love and care for, especially if we continue to move in a positive direction.

Number Nerd, Indianapolis

Hello Number Nerd,

I can see where things could get ugly with this relationship because everyone always 
has an opinion. Unfortunately it is the people we are closest to who always have some-
thing to say. However, I can see where your friends are coming from as far as you and 
your partner going out and them being uncomfortable partying with someone your 
mom’s age! 

You kind of have to see things in their perspective too. I am not saying change who 
you care about and what you are doing, but maybe do different activities and invite 
them along. You can do activities that are age friendly, like do a dinner and a movie 
night. That way no one is put in a predicament of loud music, dancing etc. Other 
activities could include cookouts, coffee or just hanging out at home. Don’t do things 
which are too young for your partner or too old for your friends if you see where I am 
going with this.

As far as your family goes, introduce your new partner at a private dinner — don’t wait 
until the holidays to introduce your older girlfriend. Maybe plan something at your 
house so that you and your girlfriend are in your comfort zone. 

Beforehand just talk to your family, point out anytime they have been in a situation 
that you supported when nobody else wanted to or did. This way when you all meet, 
they will (hopefully) keep that in mind and work with you to make you feel good about 
the decisions you are making.

I am glad that things are going in a positive direction with your new lover, but you 
also need to keep in mind that dating an older person, while exciting, can be different 
than dating someone who is the same age as you — especially if they have a significant 
amount of years on you. 

For example, older women can be more career orientated and if that isn’t something 
you’re ready for right now it could become an issue later. Also, since she is older than 
you she has done more than you and been around the block a few times which can 
cause some insecurities on your end because you haven’t experienced as much of life 
as she has. 

Also, her being older she could feel that it is her place to tell you what to do or what is 
best for you and that could get a little annoying at times. Remind her (if this happens 
and you need to) that she’s your girlfriend and not your mom!

That said, none of these possibilities could never become an issue because I do not 
know you or your friends or families, but at some point age may become an issue with 
the two of you. 

When or if that times comes you need to be prepared. If it never comes then at least 
you kept an open mind to things that could happen. Please don’t alienate yourself from 
your family or friends but I do worry a bit because the fact that you were concerned 
that it could happen makes me just a bit suspicious that you, too, have this same fear.

My advice to you is to communicate what you want from this relationship, tell your 
girlfriend that you love the direction the relationship is moving in and that you want 
to keep going in this direction, but you don’t want certain things to cause conflict 
between the two of you. Let her know what things you want to avoid and what could 
happen between the two of you if you or she either start heading in that direction.  
Then, if things do go south, you can remind her and yourself that you two had this 
conversation and you have to do what you have to do to stay happy and healthy.

Mz. Pink

Around 
Town

INDIANAPOLIS TO MARK WORLD AIDS DAY 1st DECEMBER

The annual commemoration of World Aids Day in Indianapolis will be held starting at 
7 p.m. 1st December at the Universal Ministries Worldwide Church, 1927 East 32nd St. 
This year’s theme is “Another Chance”. The community is invited to this commemora-
tion and to join special guests to note this day and all those who are and were infected 
and affected. 

For more info or to participate send an e-mail to Gregory Cork at deancorkjr@gmail.
com

EAGLE SCOUT ZACH WAHLS URGES UPS TO STOP FUNDING BOY SCOUTS’ 
ANTI-GAY DISCRIMINATION

ATLANTA—More than 15,000 people have joined a rapidly-growing campaign on 
Change.org urging the United Parcel Service (UPS), Inc., to stop funding the Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA) until the organisation removes its ban on gay youth and lead-
ers. 

Eagle Scout Zach Wahls, founder of Scouts for Equality, launched the campaign just 
days after Intel Corporation, one of the Boy Scouts’ largest corporate donors, affirmed 
the company is no longer supporting the BSA. Like Intel, UPS gave hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to the Boy Scouts in 2010, despite the organisation’s anti-gay policy. 
Both UPS and Intel have perfect scores on the Human Rights Campaign’s Corporate 
Equality Index, but a UPS spokesperson said the Boy Scouts’ anti-gay policy wouldn’t 
deter UPS Foundation from funding the organisation in the future.

“While the rest of the nation is moving forward, often with corporate America lead-
ing the way, the Boy Scouts of America has decided to turn back by reaffirming this 
hurtful policy,” said Scouts for Equality founder Wahls, who launched the campaign. 
“If UPS wants to uphold its reputation as a champion of equality and a proud leader in 
corporate diversity, then it must cut ties with the Boy Scouts until their anti-gay policy 
is removed.”
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Midwest Gaming and Travel Magazine

Complete details available. Subject to IGC approval. Must be 21 years of age or older to enter casino. Management reserves all rights. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

HOOSIER PARK RACING & CASINO

(800) 526-7223 
HoosierPark.com

THANK YOU FOR VOTING  
HOOSIER PARK A MIDWEST BEST!

INDIANAPOLIS AREA’S

3 Years Running, INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL

INDIANA’S BEST 
PAYING SLOTS!
• • • 4 Years Running • • •

22
First-Place  
Awards

Just North of Indy, off I-69 at Exit 226.
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Our 
Opinion

This newspaper doesn’t do many political editorials because we have a couple of excel-
lent political writers in the form of Rick Sutton and Sheila Kennedy, but every so often 
the situation warrants something “official” and for that they call me out as the pub-
lisher. This time, my choice on endorsements for our community is very, very easy and 
can be stated in two words: Vote Democrat.

We can see almost nothing (One of the few exceptions being this community’s won-
derful friend, Republican Scott Keller, who deserves a nod in Indiana House district 
100. His sponsorship of the Indy Human Rights Ordinance in 2005 is reason enough 
but he’s also raised tens of thousands for Indiana Equality and tirelessly supported 
our causes.) which would get us to change that advice in this election cycle because 
depending upon who or what you read and believe there is sadly nothing else in the 
Republican Party either nationally or locally worth even considering.

Nationally, we strongly support re-election for Barack Obama. He has kept his prom-
ises to the community and ended Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, came out for gay marriage, 
offered a health plan which deals with pre-existing conditions for our brothers and 
sisters with HIV/AIDS (and any other malady they or we have) and he’s been in the 
forefront of equality for all. The Democratic platform calls for full equal rights (includ-
ing marriage) for our community. Could The President have done more? Yes, were it 
not for Mitch McConnell and his stop everything Republicans in congress. We strongly 
ask voters to stick it to McConnell and his cronies by voting for President Obama.

If you need more reasons, consider this: Mitt Romney and his right wing pals are not 
only anti-women and middle class, they are anti-gay, are in bed with the likes of the 
Tea Party’s Koch Family and will say anything to gain a few votes. Sadly, that includes 
a few gay and lesbian votes, but as one of our Facebook friends asked so eloquently a 
few weeks ago: “How can someone say they are both gay and Republican? Those do 
not deserve to be mentioned together.” We happily agree.

Moving on, both candidates for Indiana governor are pretty much, sadly, a wash. We’ll 
be voting Democrat because we see too much we dislike about Mike Pence to even 
consider him. Sadly, John Greg is little better with his pandering to the right wing by 
supporting a constitutional amendment against gay marriage among other views. He’s 
a candidate who, to quote my late father, is like Happy Chandler was in Kentucky. Dad 
always said he’d hold his nose, vote for him then deny he ever did it. Take your smell-
ing salts or nose clip and vote for Gregg.

In the Indiana senate contest there is NO contest. We endorse Joe Donnelly by a mile 
over Republican Richard “no compromise” “Tea Party” Mourdock. Like many others, 
we and all of our friends crossed the ballot in the primary to vote for Richard Lugar 
against right winger Mourdock. Now that Indiana’s senior senator has been sent to 
the sidelines to be replaced by the extreme anti-gay and Tea Party views of Mourdock, 
we have no choice. Donnelly (by a mile) gets our endorsement and any reasonable 
Hoosier’s vote, too. Finally here in our hometown, please vote for Andre Carson for 
another term in the U.S. House. He continues his grandmother’s great pro-gay and 
pro-community legacy and he deserves our full support.

Looking around the Midwest, our correspondents and the statewide gay and lesbian 
groups have furnished us with their views, too, so let’s check out a few of them after 
we remind readers that THE most vital thing we can do is to VOTE. The right wingers, 
religious nuts and Rush Limbag’s friends will all get to the polls on the 6th of Novem-
ber, so no excuses: WE MUST VOTE!

KENTUCKY For gay and lesbian voters in Kentucky, there aren’t too many races to be 
concerned with this Fall. Two congressional races offer a clear choice, however:

Third Congressional District (Louisville): Incumbent John Yarmuth (D) is one of the 
most liberal and dependable members of the U.S. House of Representatives. Period. 
He’s been a strong supporter of equal rights, going back to the days when he owned 
LEO (Louisville Eccentric Observer) weekly and wrote a crusading column. He was a 
supporter of the Affordable Care Act (even though he preferred the more sweeping, 
single payor plan), of the Stimulus Package and the reform of financial systems. In 
2008, he was an early and vigorous supporter of President Barack Obama, and he con-
tinues to be. Voters in the Third District have a clear choice over Brooks Wicker, the 
Republican and Tea Party challenger. In a debate over WFPL-FM recently, Mr. Wicker’s 
ignorance of the facts was embarrassing. 

In the Sixth Congressional District (Lexington and the Bluegrass) incumbent Demo-
crat Ben Chandler barely held onto his seat in 2010, running against Republican-Tea 
Party challenger Andy Barr. Two years later, Mr. Barr is running again, but he makes 

no stronger case for himself this time than he did then. He’s no stranger to playing the 
anti-gay card: Recently he encouraged people on his Facebook page to support Chick-
Fil-A, and he posted a picture that appeared to be at his headquarters, with a plat-
ter of Chick-Fil-A in the foreground. Mr. Chandler has not always voted the way we 
would like, notably opposing the Affordable Care Act. Nevertheless, he is an advocate 
of equal rights and a loyal Democrat. He needs to return to Washington on the 6th of 
November.

Three members of the Louisville Metro Council, all Democrats, have been endorsed by 
the Fairness Coalition, and we agree with their choices: Attica Woodson Scott (District 
1), Tom Owen (District 8) and Rick Blackwell (District 12). In District 18, Democrat 
Teague Ridge is running against Tea Party Republican Marilyn Parker. Ms. Parker 
describes herself as an ardent foe of “Socialism,” and “a student of biblical history 
as well as Austrian economics.” In the primary she defeated the capable Republican 
moderate Jon Ackerson. She has no business on the Metro Council and voters in her 
district, which includes portions of Jeffersontown and Hurstbourne Lane, should 
make sure she doesn’t get there.

EQUALITY ILLINOIS PAC The Equality Illinois Political Action Committee (PAC) 
issued its endorsements of candidates running for office in the November general 
election who have indicated strong support for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
issues. 

“While this is an exciting presidential election year, those public officials who have the 
most direct impact on lesbian, gay, bi & trans rights are the ones found down ballot, 
including state legislators.  So when it comes to our issues, we have been poring over 
local races throughout the state to assess the candidates’ positions.  We are extremely 
proud of our slate of endorsed candidates in such an important election year for the 
community,” Jeremy Gottschalk, President of Equality Illinois PAC Board of Directors, 
said.

The Equality Illinois Political Action Committee has endorsed:

—For State Senate: Antonio “Tony” Munoz (D-1), William “Willie” Delgado (D-2), 
Mattie Hunter (D-3), Kimberly A. Lightford (D-4), John J. Cullerton (D-6), Heather A. 
Steans (D-7), Daniel Biss (D-9), John G. Mulroe (D-10), Martin A. Sandoval (D-11), 
Kwame Raoul (D-13), Emil Jones III (D-14), Jacqueline “Jacqui” Collins (D-16), Donne 
E. Trotter (D-17), Iris Y. Martinez (D-20), Michael Noland (D-22), Thomas E. Cullerton 
(D-23), Corinne M. Pierog (D-25), Amanda Howland (D-26), David R. Page (D-27), 
Daniel W. Kotowski (D-28), Julie A. Morrison (D-29), Terry Link (D-30), Melinda Bush 
(D-31), Mike Jacobs (D-36), Don Harmon (D-39), Toi W. Hutchinson (D-40), Linda 
Holmes (D-42), Dave Koehler (D-46) and Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant (D-49).

—For Illinois House seats: Daniel J. Burke (D-1), Edward J. Acevedo (D-2), Luis Ar-
royo (D-3), Cynthia Soto (D-4), Kenneth “Ken” Dunkin (D-5), Esther Golar (D-6), 
Emanuel “Chris” Welch (D-7), La Shawn K. Ford (D-8), Ann M. Williams (D-11), Sara 
Feigenholtz (D-12), Gregory Harris (D-13), Kelly M. Cassidy (D-14), Lou Lang (D-16), 
Laura Fine (D-17), Robyn Gabel (D-18), Robert F. Martwick, Jr. (D-19), Bruce Ran-
dazzo (D-20), Michael J. Madigan (D-22), Michael J. Zalewski (D-23), Elizabeth “Lisa” 
Hernandez (D-24), Barbara Flynn Currie (D-25), Christian L. Mitchell (D-26), Monique 
D. Davis (D-27), Robert “Bob” Rita (D-28), William “Will” Davis (D-30), Mary E. Flow-
ers (D-31), Andre Thapedi (D-32), Elgie R. Sims, Jr. (D-34), Al Riley (D-38), Maria A. 
“Toni” Berrios (D-39), Deborah L. Mell (D-40) William R. Adams (D-42), Keith Farn-
ham (D-43), JoAnn Franzen (D-45), Andrew Bernard (D-50), Dee Beaubien (I-52), Curt 
Renz (D-53), Richard S. Rudd (D-54), Martin J. Moylan (D-55), Elaine Nekritz (D-57), 
Scott Drury (D-58), Sam Yingling (D-62), Carl R. Wasco (D-68), Mike Smiddy (D-71), 
Angelo “Skip” Saviano (R-77), Camille Y. Lilly (D-78), Anthony DeLuca (D-80), Jehan 
Gordon (D-92), Naomi D. Jakobsson (D-103) and Michael Langendorf (D-104).

Endorsements were based on answers to Equality Illinois PAC’s endorsement ques-
tionnaire, personal interviews, community input, and, where applicable, incumbent 
candidates’ voting records on important lesbian, gay, bi & trans issues. 

EQUALITY OHIO ENDORSEMENTS Equality Ohio, Ohio’s largest lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgendered advocacy organisation, have announced their candidate 
and issue endorsements. All candidates endorsed by Equality Ohio support the organi-
sation’s efforts to make Ohio a place where everyone feels at home and where equality, 
diversity and inclusiveness are universally valued. 

“State level candidates have always been the organisation’s number one priority,” said 
Executive Director Kim Welter. “We will be focusing most of our resources on com-
petitive state representative races, state senate races and the Issue 2 ballot initiative.”

Candidate endorsements were decided by a vote of the c4 board of Equality Ohio. 
Equality Ohio’s Public Policy committee reviewed candidate materials, policy state-
ments and professional histories in determining where endorsements were warranted 
and made recommendations to the board.

Please Continue On Page 18
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

Complete Ohio List (as of presstime):

President: Barack Obama; U.S. Senate: Sherrod Brown.

Issues: Yes on 2!

U.S. House of Representatives: Betty Sutton, U.S. House of Representatives, OH-16

Ohio Supreme Court: Yvette McGee Brown, Ohio Supreme Court

Ohio Senate: Teresa McGraner Scarmack, District 20; Tanyce Addison, District 26; Jeff 
Robertson, District 10; Capri S. Cafaro, District 32.

Ohio House of Representatives: Anthony Fossaceca, District 6, Nickie J. Antonio Dis-
trict 13, Mike Foley District 14, Mike Curtin District 17, Michael Stinziano District 18, 
Heather Bishoff District 20, Donna O’Connor District 21, John Patrick Carney District 
22, Maureen Reedy District 24, Connie Pillich District 28 Hubert Brown, District 29 
Steve Newsome, District 30 Denise Driehaus, District 31 Tom Schmida, District 37 
Carl Fisher, District 40 Amanda Trump, District 48 Matt Lundy, District 55 Dan Ra-
mos, District 56 Ronald V. Gerberry, District 59 Judith Cross, District 69 Bill Conner, 
District 73 and Chris Redfern, District 89.

Municipal Offices: Terry J. (TJ) Brown, Franklin County Recorder; Jim Neil, Hamilton 
County Sheriff; and Sandra Kurt, At-Large, Summit County Council.

In addition, HRC endorsed the following in Ohio: 

For Congress: Joyce Beatty (D-OH-3), Marcy Kaptur (D-OH-9), Marcia Fudge (D-OH-
11), Tim Ryan (D-OH-13) and Betty Sutton (D-OH-16).

 

Word Publisher

Our 
Opinion

Continued From Page 15

The problem with movies based on “true” stories is that, for the most part, the audi-
ence already knows the ending. Thus, for filmmakers the key issue becomes, “How do 
you create suspense in a situation where the outcome is known?” 

In Argo, Ben Affleck (in his third feature-length film as director) does a good job of 
navigating such choppy waters, allowing the audience to suspend what they already 
know for close to two hours. 

The Iranian hostage crisis of 1979 seems like ancient history now. But it was a daily 
reality for millions of Americans from November 1979 until January 1981 as Walter 
Cronkite and other news anchors counted the number of days that 52 Americans, 
mostly U.S. embassy employees, were held captive in Tehran.

Argo focuses on a lesser-known facet of the hostage crisis: the plight of six American 
diplomats who escaped the embassy compound and sought shelter while the majority 
of the embassy’s staff were being rounded up by Iranian militants.

Full disclosure here: Argo takes a number of liberties with the facts. In reality, the 
diplomats who made it out were initially split up, with one group spending time at 
the Canadian ambassador’s residence while another diplomat stayed at the Swedish 
embassy. Indeed, one group of “escaped” diplomats was immediately captured and re-
turned to the American embassy to spend over a year with the 50 or so other hostages.

So, Argo is “loosely” based on factual events.

Still, as a movie, and more importantly, as a thriller, Argo delivers the goods. It is nail-
bitingly suspenseful (again, hard to believe since you know the outcome), well paced, 
and driven by strong characters. In a recent interview with Ben Affleck in Time, Joel 
Stein writes, “Making serious movies for serious adults isn’t a great business strategy. 
That’s because there aren’t that many serious adults left. Ben Affleck is one of the few 
directors who treat their audience like adults, figuring they’re smart enough to follow 
along.” 

It’s true. Argo is an intelligent movie. It’s a talky movie. It doesn’t try to patronize its 
audience. Affleck allows a very good story (by Joshuah Bearman, originally an article 
in Wired) and a screenplay by Chris Terrio to cajole, tease and finally grip the audi-
ence. By the end, even though you know what is about to happen, you still feel like you 
might fall off your seat in anticipation.

In the film, the six diplomats who are separated from the rest of the hostages are able 
to leave the compound through the only exit that leads to a street. They make their 
way to the Canadian ambassador’s residence a short distance away. Once there, they 
are hidden by the Canadian ambassador to Iran, Ken Taylor (who is played with am-
bassadorial dignity by Victor Garber). The hidden diplomats are left to sweat it out for 
two-and-a-half months while the U.S. and Canadian governments, along with the CIA, 
try to come up with plausible options for smuggling them out of the country.

One of the earliest suggestions is to supply them with bicycles and have them use dirt 
roads to ride to the border (close to 300 miles away). Enter CIA “exfiltration” special-
ist, Tony Mendez (stoically played by Affleck), who adds, “Maybe we could give them 
training wheels and meet them at the border with Gatorade?”

Other options are discussed: disguising the diplomats as teachers (Western-style 
schools were closed down at the start of the Iranian revolution.); posing them as ag-
ricultural workers (Unfortunately, much of Iran is covered in snow in November and 
December.); or as aid workers helping impoverished children (“Are there no skinny 
kids in Iran?”). Are all vetoed by Mendez. 

Inspired while watching a Planet of the Apes movie on TV, Mendez hits on the idea of 
transforming the diplomats into a Canadian film crew scouting for locations for a sci-
ence fiction film. “What do sci-fi films need? Exotic locales,” says Mendez. “The Middle 
East is the perfect place to set a sci-fi film.”

The film project, Argo, is green-lighted: “It’s the best worst idea we have by far,” says a 
State Department employee selling it to the Secretary of State.

Mendez contacts Planet of the Apes’ make-up artist John Chambers (John Goodman), 
who has worked with the CIA before; and a moderately successful director (Alan 
Arkin) is also brought on board. A backstory is developed and the press is invited to a 
lavish “kick-off” party and cast reading for Argo, whose subtitle, “A cosmic conflagra-
tion,” might well serve to underscore post-war U.S. relations in the Middle East.

The middle section of the film is the source of some dark and pointed humour at the 
expense of both the intelligence services and Hollywood. The interactions between Af-
fleck, Goodman and Arkin, moreover, are some of the funniest and most endearing in 
the film. 

Mendez, acting as Argo’s executive producer and carrying fake Canadian passports for 
the six diplomats, arrives in Tehran to oversee their exfiltration to the U.S. At first, the 
six are skeptical, feeling that the idea is not only a dumb one but that Mendez, who is 
also using a fake identity, is not to be trusted.

Each of the diplomats has to take on a new identity and role as a member of the “film 
crew.” A scouting mission to a local Tehran bazaar almost goes disastrously wrong 
when local stallholders and patrons mistake the “Canadians” for Americans.

Finally, the group has to make its exit quickly as the Iranian revolutionary guards be-
come suspicious that some diplomats escaped the embassy when it was stormed.

This sets the stage for the film’s last 20 or 30 minutes — an almost dictionary definition 
of the term “suspense.”

While there is much flag-waving and patriotism at the heart of Argo, the film tries to 
be fair in its assessment of the situation in Iran in 1979. As the opening credits run 
there is a brief explanation of events leading up to the crisis. British and U.S. intel-
ligence services overthrew the legitimately elected government of Iran in 1953 and put 
into power Mohammad Reza Pahlavi as Shah. Thus, the “Islamic revolution” of 1979 
can be seen (partly at least) as “blowback” against the brutality and illegality of the 
Shah’s regime and U.S. support for it. (Interestingly, the CIA-coined term, “blowback,” 
first appeared in an internal CIA history of the 1953 Iranian coup, published in March 
1954.) 
Thirty years after the end of the Iranian hostage crisis, one clear thing remains clear 
from watching Argo. Despite the U.S.’s role in shaping Middle East politics to suit its 
own economic and military interests, intolerance and hatred — even with justification 
— results in general suffering even for the most innocent.
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Whipping 
Post

By Ms. K / Word Columnist

This past month I had the opportunity to be the keynote speaker at an annual event in 
Detroit. I was asked to speak about a dramatic occurrence that had happened in the 
Detroit area earlier this year.

That occurrence was a local man in the BDSM community being arrested and accused 
of murdering his wife. The local man is still in jail awaiting trial according to a local 
man in Detroit I spoke with, but the whole incident gives much to think about so I 
would like to share part of my speech with you:

There are many things which have happened to members of our community and to 
our communities as a whole. I was watching the news earlier this year and saw a 
report of a man accused of murdering his wife from right here in Detroit. I watched 
this news show as it told a story of how this man was involved in the BDSM scene in 
Detroit. There were pictures of supposed dungeon facilities shown and stories told of 
how this man was into “that freaky stuff” and how he would sneak away to a basement 
location with “all sorts of BDSM equipment”.  

I could see how this would rock the BDSM community off its feet. It is my understand-
ing that this all happened just a few months before our event this weekend, too. Hav-
ing our way of life put on television is usually not the way we want to “come out” and 
have others become aware of what it is we do. The TV news, newspapers and social 
media reports many times portray us in an unfavourable light. They make us out to be 
“those mentally insane folks” who get together and do “horrible things” to each other 
for “God knows what reason.” If that doesn’t put a smile on your face, it should. Many 
times the news and television shows portray us in ways we are not because people find 
those reports so entertaining — like a huge car crash or train wreck. People hate that it 
has happened, but they have to look, even stare, at it just to gasp and gape.

Our community is no different than any other in the fact that there is as much incor-
rect information out there about us as there is correct information. We have been 
officially taken off the mentally ill list which means that we can no longer be placed 
in a psychiatric facility for what we do, but we need to remember that once we could 
have been in straight jackets and locked in rubber rooms, just like the gay community, 
where once being gay could be a cause to put you in a mental facility for the rest of 
your life.  

I recently worked with a gay man who asked me to help him research what had hap-
pened to his uncle, who had been placed in Central State Mental Hospital in India-
napolis. He was a little boy when this happened but never knew why his uncle was in a 
mental institution. After some research we discovered that because his uncle was gay, 
his family had placed him in a mental institution, where he died just a few years ago.  
I had visited this place years before on a public tour and I realised that some of the 
instruments they used in this facility were the very same ones we use in our dungeons 
today.  

I had to wonder that night when we were watching the news show on television, just 
how many BDSM people knew this man they saw on the news who was being accused 
of killing his wife. I remembered how this same sort of thing had happened in India-
napolis but a few short years ago. It was then that I saw a picture shown on television 
of a man whom the police were looking for a as “a person of interest.” I realised I knew 
this man and had had brief conversations with him at a BDSM meeting. This “person 
of interest” was also dating someone in our community whom I knew very well. This 
man was being sought by the police in a double murder investigation. When you have 
as many people as we have in our communities, you will have all types. Most will be 
good and some will be not so good.

It was our experience that to be upfront with the police about any relationship we 
had with this “person of interest” was the best way to handle the situation in India-
napolis those years ago. Our friend went to the police before they came to her and 
helped them in any way she could. Being honest and upfront with the police saved our 
community a lot of grief and unnecessary heartache. Was I afraid for our community 
because of this man? Yes, of course I was, but maybe not for the reasons you might 
think.  

I was afraid because I did not want those outside of our community to judge us by this 
murderer. When I think back on that time in our lives, it upset many of us because we 
wished we had somehow known, but then how could we have known? How could we 
have known there was a murderer among us? No one could have known.

What we do as a community when things like this happen will help determine our 
future and our communities’ future. It is very important to have events such as we do.  
It is important for our community that we work together to educate those who do not 
understand us.  

I share all of this with you because I want you to know that you and I are not alone as 
a community where bad things occasionally do happen. Sadly, they happen all over the 
world in all communities. But it is how we handle those bad things when they happen 
to us as a community that will define how strong we are. Our strength is by coming to-
gether, not scared and separated. We accomplish nothing and weaken our community 
when we don’t work together and fail to take care of each other. Please do remember 
that “together we are strong, but divided we are weak.”

Please keep your emails coming to MsKLeather@sbcglobal.net  

EVANSVILLE—Mayor Lloyd Winnecke  presented  Wally Paynter  with the 
Willie Effie Thomas Development Award at the Mayor’s Diversity Awards 
recently.  Also pictured with Paynter and Winnecke are Dr. Robert Dion 
(Chairman of the Human Relations Commission) and Erika Taylor (Vice 
Chairman of the Human Relations Commission).  Wally was presented this 
award for his leadership in the Tri-State Alliance and the annual Tri-State 
AIDS Holiday Project. The latter is gearing up now for 2012’s holiday 
season and information may be found at www.aidsholidayproject.org 
Congrats to Wally and all the volunteers in Southwest Indiana for their 
work.

Wally Paynter Presented 
With Evansville Mayor’s 

Diversity Award
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs
‘Sup? Last month I talked about socialization in the Facebook era and how it is basi-
cally eliminating the need for actual social contact. Now we turn to the new dawn 
of hooking up in the iPhone age with Facebook’s dirty younger brother, Grindr. Sure 
there are other apps that are similar but I’m going to focus on what is definitely 
the most popular — and since Grindr now has 4 million users worldwide and over 
1,550,000 here in the U.S., I would say that’s pretty popular.  

Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you are already aware of the Grindr phe-
nomenon. If you have no idea of what Grindr is, let me give you the basic facts: it’s a 
phone-based app that helps you meet men near you by using a GPS. That’s as simple 
as I can make it but as you’ll soon see, it gets a little more complicated. I will say in all 
honesty I have never used Grindr for reasons we will discuss later, but I have plenty 
of friends who do. Observing their use and hearing their feedback has been valuable 
to me and this column. Even though I don’t use it doesn’t mean I don’t know what it’s 
used for and how it’s indicative of our changing times. I don’t judge. But I can tell you 
right now; it’s got its share of flaws.  

Let’s cut to the chase right off the bat: Grindr is used for sex. If you are looking to 
make new friends or find someone to play basketball with or talk about boys while you 
braid each other’s hair, you have come to the wrong place. I’m sure people have met 
friends on Grindr, but the percentage of that based against the casual sex and hotel 
room encounters is miniscule. Grindr is a quick fix when you don’t want to have to 
venture out into the world and have a drink and talk to someone before getting down 
to business. I hear the same three things over and over from people who use the app: 
“I’m not here to make friends”, “I’m not looking for a big long conversation” and “the 
Internet’s for dating — Grindr is for sex.” 

Many people only use Grindr when they’re out of town, usually because using it in 
your home city merely shows you the same faces over and over again. Then, when 
you’re out in the clubs you see these people in the flesh. Far removed from their head-
less photos or feigned badass facial shots, the reality of who they truly are sinks in.  
One of the descriptions of the app Grindr uses on its website is “it’s as anonymous 
as you want it to be”.  Really? Even in your neighbourhood gay bar where everyone 
knows what you look like?  

It’s common knowledge that people’s online personas are usually only a shadow of 
who they really are, but when you see someone on Grindr who is portraying them-
selves as a hyperreal masculine stud and then you see them out on the town wearing 
girls jeans and body glitter, it makes reality come crashing down as quickly as Grindr’s 
servers did during the Olympics.

Oh, and speaking of being out in the bars, allow me to stray off topic here for a mo-
ment and give everyone who uses Grindr within the four walls of a gay club a little 
piece of advice: If you want to know who is gay and more than likely looking for sex, 
lift your face up from that too-bright screen and take a look around. Also, you look 
ridiculous. Now where was I?

The truth is you can say pretty much say anything on the internet, but it’s different 
when you have your picture connected to it — especially if you’re planning on meet-
ing the person you’re talking to. Here’s the thing I will never understand about Grindr 
or any other site where you meet people for sex or romance: why would you use a 
photo that doesn’t look anything like you? If you are using a photo from 20 years or 20 
pounds ago, what are you planning on saying when your trick shows up?  

This also goes for people who pilfer someone else’s photo to use as their own. Do you 
think that when you show up looking nothing like your photo that your hookup will 
say: “Eh, that’s okay.. You came all the way here and everything, so let’s just do it.”  
Here’s the truth: it’s not gonna happen. So why lie? 

Here’s something else I’ve heard that I think is interesting: “Grindr makes me account-
able because my face is on the screen.” 

Accountable? When you’re miles away and can choose whom to talk to or when to 
block any conversation you’re having at any time? That’s not accountable.  

Now we come to the brief description of who you are and what you want that accom-
panies your carefully posed photo. This is the part I found not only the most ludicrous, 
but oftentimes the most sexually repellent. Just like in real life, even if you’re devastat-
ingly good-looking, what comes out of your mouth and how you portray yourself is the 
key to attraction. When your caption reads: “I’ll probably hate you”, “probably not into 
you”, “I choose, I don’t get chosen” or “don’t bother if you’re ugly”, I can guarantee 
what you’re saying makes you the ugly one.  

First of all, beauty is subjective. Someone may have an off-kilter look that some people 
find unbelievably attractive. Second, portraying yourself in this way makes you not 
only sound shallow, pathetic and ignorant but it makes you look desperate; as if you 
are trying to sound so above it all that you can barely stand to be on Grindr in the first 
place. If that’s the case, then why are you on Grindr in the first place? Why aren’t you 
living a happy, sex-filled life without acting like a narcissistic dickhead on a hookup 
site? Does anyone find these idiots attractive with a tagline like that attached to their 
duck-faced photo?  

Another thing I found quite interesting is the constant refrain of “don’t be gay” and 
“no gays, no fags”. Here’s a news flash for you, you self-loathing moron: if you’re a guy 
having sex with another guy, you’re gay. I know what you’re trying to say is that you 
want a manly man whom no one would ever suspect is a homosexual, but trust me 
when I tell you this: masculinity has different levels. And once again it’s subjective. You 
work in construction all day? Awesome. But your voice sounds like Minnie Mouse? 
Oh, wait- you’re not masculine. You’re a Marine? Sweet. Oh, but your eyebrows are 
plucked to near extinction? Never mind. I understand it’s a preference — believe me — 
but when you say these things out of context or with an air of superiority it makes you 
sound ridiculous. I would love to hear any of these douchebags say any of these things 
to someone’s face without the protective armour of the internet shielding them from 
rebuttal.

Speaking of things people wouldn’t dare say out loud, I am floored by the racism that 
is openly expressed throughout the profiles. Grindr warns that “no offensive material” 
will be tolerated, but allows racial slurs to abound as parameters to who the denizens 
of the app wish to connect with. Does this seem like an attractive quality? I understand 
that this app is used to hook up for sex but there is still interaction within the meeting.  
Maybe it’s just me, but I prefer someone I can connect to physically and mentally at 
the same time or I will be turned off completely.  

According to the majority of the profiles I viewed, you should be young, white, in-
credibly good-looking, and have a fantastic body. This is merely an extension of the 
cliquishness that already exists in the gay community and in many other subgenres of 
people that began back in high school. One profile complained that he had blocked so 
many people that only seven guys showed up in a hundred-mile radius. Really? Maybe 
it’s because your unrealistic expectations and strict guidelines that even you yourself 
don’t fall into are giving you the delusion that there is someone out there who will be 
absolutely perfect — perfect enough to hook up with for an hour, that is.

So, back to what I was saying earlier... I don’t use Grindr. And I’m not the only one.  
Sure, it seems like I’m painting it in a negative light which doesn’t seem fair since I 
haven’t road tested it, but I’m going by research that tells me even when someone does 
hook up with someone super hot on the app, the odds of it happening over and over 
again are not that great. 

There are two simple reasons for this: First, there’s the basic lack of honesty.  When 
you think Channing Tatum is coming over and Sloth from The Goonies shows up 
instead you start to mistrust the whole system. Am I right? The second reason is the 
most potent. The heat of an online conversation, whether it’s on Grindr or any other 
site, doesn’t always translate to real life. Have you ever talked to someone online and 
you were turned on and excited to meet him, but when you did, you felt nothing? All 
that buildup and there’s no chemistry at all. Nothing can compare to meeting a flesh-
and-blood man in person and feeling that instant electricity followed by the simmering 
flirtation and the anticipation of where the encounter might lead. That’s why I prefer 
the classic way of meeting people. You know right then if they turn you on. 

Yeah, it’s hard sometimes and you have to make a concerted effort to be out and about 
in the real world instead of staring at a grid full of overly posed photos and empty 
promises, but it’s worth it when you catch someone’s eye across a crowded coffee-
house, in the spinning lights of a club or even under the heat of the sun as you run 
past him in the park. Sure the connection might still be lacking, but at least it was car-
ried out in real time. Grindr is like a movie with an awesome trailer — the idea is great 
and you might get some excitement out of it, but afterwards you realise that it wasn’t 
everything you expected it to be. The truth of the matter is this: online honesty is as 
random as the faces and torsos lined up across your phone screen. Maybe that’s why 
Grindr’s logo is a mask.  
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

Dear Dr. Fred:  I have been defriended on Facebook by a guy who used to live here in the 
same town as I do, but moved away and yet continues to brag on his Facebook pages and 
elsewhere of his “drinking prowess.” I know of at least one job he’s been fired from because 
of some antics he pulled on their clock while intoxicated and he’s taken what he calls the 
“sport” of over-consumption of alcohol so far as to have created a fake persona whom he 
uses to make fun of himself when he is on a binge (which seems to be 3 or 4 times a week 
if one believes his posts and / or knows and sees him out as I used to when he lived here.) 
Anyway, he recently bashed me to my friends and unfriended me on Facebook because I 
suggested that it was time (I’m 41 and he’s 22 or 23 I think now.) to dry out, get a real life 
(ie: education, a steady job), quit drinking to excess and then bragging about blacking out. 
I am also concerned about what he does while he is intoxicated which he has admitted to 
me in the past included sex though he was too drunk (also by his own admission) to recall 
if he wore a condom or not. Several of my and his friends told me to “lay off” him while 
others (including his former boss, whom I know) said it was about time someone told 
him to grow up and get his life in order before he becomes ill or dies from his behaviour. 
Was I wrong to comment? And if he returns to this area for a visit or to stay and I run into 
him as we have many of the same friends, what should I do or say? 

Dear Reader: No, you weren’t wrong to comment, and in fact I admire you for being 
one of the few people who has had the courage and integrity to come forth and speak 
the truth that this fellow sorely needs to hear. And if you should ever run into him, I 
recommend that you be the better person and take the high road, attempting to be civil 
to him, but also cautious, keeping the interaction as brief as possible.

Not to make matters sound even worse, but your dilemma strikes me as a particularly 
tough one, because it presents so many “layers” that need addressing. The good news 
is that all of these layers should be “treatable,” or at least capable of being ameliorated, 
with the right approaches by you and your friends.

Experts on addiction generally define the problem as a “primary, progressive illness,” 
believing it to be an actual disease, much like diabetes, in that it usually has both 

genetic and behavioural origins. The terms “primary and progressive,” mean that once 
the illness manifests its first symptoms, i.e. habitual abuse, it will gradually (or some-
times rapidly) worsen over time, as the abuser continues to use substances, and unless 
the abuser obtains treatment and abstinence.

So from that frame of reference, the first thing that needs to be addressed for your 
“defriending friend” is his extreme alcohol abuse. And I have to admit, this is one of the 
most serious cases of alcohol abuse I’ve ever heard described, which is saying a lot, as 
I’ve been a substance abuse specialist for over forty years. Unfortunately, your friend 
sounds so deeply entrenched in his alcoholic lifestyle that he probably will resist initial 
attempts at intervention by family and friends. 

Having said that, I would still encourage everyone close to him, and especially anyone 
who might hold some power or influence over him, such as a boss, law officer or at-
torney, to coalesce as a group and see a substance abuse counselor to begin planning 
an intervention for him. These, by the way, are usually much more low-key and less 
dramatic than those portrayed on the television series Intervention. 

Admittedly, some alcoholics need more than one intervention and multiple treatment 
experiences over time to get sober, while some never do. But the intervention process 
isn’t just designed to help the alcoholic. It also helps the whole family and friendship 
network, by giving them a forum to begin healing their own codependent relationships 
with the abuser through setting boundaries on and disengaging from their hurtful 
behaviour.

Ultimately, that’s what can help the alcoholic the most, seeing their family and friends 
unite to set effective limits on their destructive behavior. Usually all but the most re-
calcitrant of alcoholics will eventually get sober if their family and friends get together 
and keep up the pressure on them.

And that brings us to the final layer for you, dear reader … getting your friends to see 
the importance of coming together as a group to present a united front against this fel-
low’s truly suicidal alcohol abuse. Those misguided enough to tell you to “lay off him” 
are actually “enablers,” worsening matters by looking the other way. I wonder what 
they’ll have to say to you if and when he finally does actually drink himself to death. 
Sadly, I predict he almost certainly will do so eventually, unless he gets the right kind of 
help soon.

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW, is a gay psychotherapist in Louisville. Write him at 
FredSchloemer@aol.com 
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North 
News...

A lot’s been happening in Northern Indiana the past few weeks including a dinner dance 
in Fort Wayne & a Music Fest in the Region. At the Bridging The Gap Music Fest in Hobart, 
Marilu, below, from Lake Station gave her all during a one hour plus performance and 
while umbrellas and parkas were the attire of the day, the wet and windy weather didn’t 
stop a dedicated group from showing up and listening to the performers, according to The 
Word’s Lee Densmore. While some vendors left early due to the bad weather, most agreed 
to return next year. Northwest Indiana Pride and Rainbow Serenity promise to make this 
an annual event, although next year they plan to have it earlier in the season. Brandon 
Wagman of Rainbow Serenity told The Word, “This is a BIG event for our area. Normally 
if it doesn’t happen in Chicago, we’re left out.”  The event organisers were pleased with 
the turn-out for their first festival and promise to make it even bigger and better for 2013.
Meanwhile in Fort Wayne, the AIDS Task Force of Northeast Indiana held their 24th 
annual Gay & Lesbian Dinner Dance at the Grand Wayne Convention Centre. Thanks to 
David Kirk of Kirk Photography for the use of his pictures of that event.
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Indiana Senate: The Republicans have a stern advantage in the Senate. The Demo-
crats don’t even need to show up to conduct business. A slight glimmer in the dark 
curtain, however:

A handful of Indy-area Senate districts are in play. The redistricting was not kind to 
Sens. Pat Miller, Brett Waltz and Scott Schneider. The trio is as far-right as you can get 
and they are champion panderers to the furthest elements of their party.  

Democrats saw an opening. Out-going caucus leader Vi Simpson cleverly helped re-
cruit strong candidates in those three races:

John Barnes is running against Miller. Sen. Miller makes a living (literally and figura-
tively) pushing a social agenda that would severely limit the civil rights of gay, lesbian, 
bi & trans Hoosiers. That cannot be debated. She fervently makes those arguments 
in a salaried job within an otherwise-open church organisation, which adds insult to 
injury. She’ll have her hands full with Barnes’ campaign style. He is a former state rep-
resentative, entrenched in the eastside community and a strong ally of gay and lesbian 
Hoosiers.  

Tim Delaney is running against Schneider in a battle of strong political families. Sch-
neider inherited his father’s City-County Council seat and propelled himself into the 
Senate via a caucus to replace the much-more-moderate Sen. Theresa Lubbers. He 
quickly became a champion of the far-right. He argued against child-care regulations 
for church-sponsored day care centres — an argument that fell flat. On every Tea Party 
or right-wing cause, he answered the dog whistle of opportunity. Delaney is the son of 
State Rep. Ed and former Democratic State Chair Ann. His name and his legacy are 
strong.  

And then there’s Sen. Waltz, whose path to fortune is the subject of countless rumours.   
He won his first election in a bitter primary battle wherein he took out a veteran 
Republican legislator who was much-loved among his colleagues. Those colleagues 
waited in the tall grass until redistricting and slammed him into a 50-50 race. It’s the 
kind of hubris and karma that is allowed against one of your own when you control 
a caucus 37-13. Paybacks are hell. As if the redistricting weren’t cruel enough, Demo-
crats nominated State Rep. Mary Ann Sullivan — a fiery redhead who had the gall to 
favour innovative education solutions. So much so that she pushed the state teachers 
association into a Waltz endorsement which will forever mystify pundits.  

We can thank our dear friend Sen. Simpson for having the foresight to recruit tough 
candidates. She’ll leave the Senate this fall, one way or another, and we’re still weeping 
over that outcome. But her legacy is strong candidates. Beat that with a stick.

AN OVERLOOKED ELECTION

In terms of street-level importance the election which promises to bring change into 
the living rooms of Hoosiers is the 2012 school board campaign. One of the legisla-
ture’s brightest moves ever was moving school board elections to the Fall instead of 
holding them during the May primaries. For one school district in particular it could 
be an eye-opening change. And it has gay overtones.

The Indianapolis Public School district has long been in trouble. Dedicated teachers 
cannot toil alone when the pupil population is increasingly difficult to educate. There 
are bright spots in IPS, to be sure. But the district has slowly become a remnant of its 
glorious past. Its population is disproportionately expensive. Its 30,000-plus students 
are half its former glory. Its costs are the highest in Indiana on a per-pupil basis in 
large part because fixed budgetary constraints don’t automatically shrink when popu-
lations dwindle. 

IPS is, in short, a budgetary nightmare. It’s been bleeding cash for decades. The prob-
lems were ignored and pushed aside in favour of status-quo for political and socio-
economic reasons. It wasn’t kind to bash IPS. Or even criticise it.

In that environment, Supt. Eugene White arrived seven years ago. He was a respected 
administrator, tough and fair. And he had a strong career in Washington Township and 
was incoming president of the national superintendents’ association. He never shrank 
from a fight, but he was chosen to do tough work. Heavy lifting.

He immediately attacked IPS’s image and some of its budgetary concerns. He closed 
schools — some of them neighbourhood institutions — because smaller schools are 
expensive. That’s just a modern truth that was begging to be spoken. 

For a couple of years he was sailing along, saying the right things, chipping away at 
the huge glacier of ineptness. Then he hit the wall. The huge wall of inertia that is IPS. 
He surrounded himself with expensive yes-men and -women. He threw folks out of 
meetings when they tried to videotape his remarks because he viewed them as outsid-
ers and trouble-makers. He hired his son for a trumped-up job. He became defiant 
when school board members asked tough budgetary questions. He circled the wagons.  

It’s what too many superintendents do. Instinctively. And in too many Indiana school 
districts they can accomplish this closed-door task through the elected school boards.
Too many school boards have become lapdogs for their superintendents.  

Something happens to folks when they take that board oath. A great many people try 
hard for awhile, but too often they succumb to the superintendent’s paper parade. By 
the time anyone realises it, it’s a house of cards, built on faulty premises and ideas,  
often void of large-scale public input.

Isolation starts to rule. Some board members serve decades catering to superinten-
dents’ fragile egos. It’s a tough job — on both sides — but it was time for a shakeup. 
And thankfully Indiana’s legislature recognised that.

It was a smart move because Indiana’s education dollar is getting squandered. It’s 
linked in this unholy alliance between school architects and superintendents. Con-
struction companies. Contractors. Bricks-and-mortar are important, but they shouldn’t 
rule the day. 

The new election structure, coupled with the Constitutionally-mandated property tax 
caps, spell opportunity for Indiana’s school corporations. If you listen to school super-
intendents the sky is falling. 

You get to decide.

Don’t forget to educate yourself about your school district’s board nominees. Flip over 
your ballot and mark it.  

In my case, it’ll be a ballot for change. My friend Caitlin Hannon is just such a change 
agent. I hope you’ll consider her. 

Don’t forget most importantly: Vote the 6th of November. Your vote counts. 
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

129 East Market Street, Suite 500, Indianapolis, IN 46204

317.236.0477 / 317.236.0481 (fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

Election Day is drawing near and for those of us excited about having our favourite TV 
shows back without a lot of shouting, finger-pointing and accusations during commer-
cial breaks, that’s a good thing. I do know as a citizen, you’ll want to cast your ballot 
for those candidates who best represent the community’s views on a range of impor-
tant issues. But as an investor, you might be wondering how the election’s outcome 
might affect one specific area — your financial outlook.

There’s no simple answer, of course, especially for the gay and lesbian community 
where issues like gay marriage, civil unions and the up-coming Indiana legislative vote 
on a possible anti-gay marriage constitutional amendment will continue to have defi-
nite tax and investment implications which are unique. Unless things change, every-
thing from inheritance taxes to passing on your stock portfolio and IRA are difficult or 
impossible for members of the gay community in relationships, so that’s worth more 
than a passing thought when casting your vote.

But let’s look at the broader picture, and a glance back in time does reveal some points 
of interest. Most notably, the stock market and the economy have performed well, on 
average, under every combination of Democrats and Republicans in Washington. But 
there are differences — specifically, the economy has historically grown faster under 
Democratic presidents and when Democrats had the majority in Congress. On the 
other hand, inflation has historically been lower during Republican presidencies and 
congressional majorities, resulting in improved performance for the bond market.

Still, these tendencies don’t necessarily have predictive power. Furthermore, when as-
sessing the long-term effect on investment prices, there’s strong evidence that market 
forces — such as corporate earnings, consumer spending and interest rates — are 
more important than politics or elections, regardless of who wins or who loses.

Consequently, you’ll want to stay current on these market forces as you monitor your 
investment strategy over time.

But wait — won’t your tax situation change, based on who wins the election? Specifi-
cally, won’t there be changes related to how your investment earnings are taxed? If you 
are gay there are already penalties and whether (or not) those will change depends 
upon who takes the White House and Congress. The Republican party’s platform 
specifically asks for a constitutional gay marriage ban, while the Democratic platform 
embraces gay relationships and pledges to push for equal federal marriage rights and 
regulations.

At this stage, it’s hard to predict what these and other changes might look like, if they 
happen at all. Keep in mind that the next president, no matter who he is, will need to 
get his plan through Congress, so whatever emerges in the way of tax and gay “mar-
riage” changes may look considerably different than what either candidate proposes.

That's also the case for other policy changes, and it's one of the main reasons that you 
shouldn’t “play politics” with your investment portfolio. It's difficult to guess what will 
happen to policy — and the consequences are frequently different than intended.    

Ultimately, your investment success will depend less on the decisions made by a presi-
dent or Congress and more on the decisions that you make. So, instead of thinking 
about what the financial markets might do if one party is in power or focusing too 
much on how your investment taxes and rights may change if one candidate is elected 
president, cast your “vote” for solid investment principles, such as buying quality 
investments, holding them for the long term, staying aware of your risk tolerance and, 
especially, diversifying your holdings. 

While diversification can’t guarantee profits or prevent losses, it can help reduce the 
effects of volatility on your portfolio — which will make it easier to establish a strategy 
and stick to it. Remember that regardless of what the president and congress do to or 
for the gay and lesbian community’s rights if you do not have anything in the bond 
market or your stock portfolio to pass on, it won’t matter that much, will it?

Like many people, you’ll be interested in the outcome of the election. But when it 
comes to taking charge of your financial future, don't wait for Washington. You're in 
charge — you’re the one who will need to gather the resources and get the professional 
help necessary to keep your investments aligned with your long-term financial goals. 
Don't be distracted by the political rhetoric — and use your power wisely. 

But all of that said, don’t forget to vote Tuesday November the 6th. We can all make a 
difference! Don’t miss a chance to invest in our country and our state.
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Your 
Opinion

Several replies were received following last month’s point/counter-point on circumcision; 
however the one printed below is the only one which included a name, contact informa-
tion and which was signed in full by its author. In keeping with the newspaper’s rules that 
all responses be signed and confirmed, this is the only one we will be printing.

To the editor:

For circumcision to have any Jewish significance it must be done on the eighth day (or 
later if absolutely necessary). So the circumcision at three days of your anonymous 
respondent to Jeffrey Cowsert added nothing to his heritage.

He rightly says that few men would agree to be circumcised in adulthood - an excellent 
reason not to do it before they can resist.

Claiming that circumcision has protected him from HIV or UTIs is like claiming that 
wearing garlic has kept vampires away.

The AAP policy is shockingly biased towards male genital cutting.

* It never considers the structure or functions of the foreskin.

* It ignores major complications and risks because the task force had no statistics for 
them.

* It cites studies showing that “circumcision [removes] the most  sensitive part of the 
penis” and reporting a marked worsening in  overall sex life (6% better vs. 20% worse) 
and ignores both those findings.

* It discusses one circumcision clamp and fails to mention that the company that 
makes it has gone out of business after losing several lawsuits worth millions to the 
families of boys who lost part of the heads of their penises in the clamps.

* And while it says “the benefits outweigh the risks” it never actually weighs them up. 

The benefits claimed for circumcision are exaggerated - slight reductions in rare dis-
eases of late onset that can be better prevented by other means or treated as they occur 
- or completely bogus. The risks go all the way to loss of the penis and death.

Most of the developed world does not circumcise. The rest of the English-speaking 
world did the experiment, Australia and New Zealand circumcising almost all boys in 
the 1950s - now only a small minority, with no outbreaks of any of the diseases it was 
supposed to be good against.

Best wishes, Hugh Young

www.circumstitions.com / New Zealand
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November 17, 2012 
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
Several topics this month...

—The world of this column is ever-changing and no sooner than we’d gone to press 
with last month’s issue than Apple came out with their trumpeted OS6 for iPhones 
and iPads...and just as quickly as they did so, they replaced the wonderful Google Map 
app which was native to the old Operating System (OS) with what we and a million or 
three million other computer columnists and users feel is a far, far inferior Apple Maps 
app. Worse yet, they forced replacement of all app links which used the old maps to 
link with theirs instead. This means they not only screwed up the maps one accesses 
directly, but the maps used by such diverse apps as Find Friends, Foursquare and 
many of the weather apps. The problem is so serious that Apple CEO Tim Cook even 
apologised in writing (below) and told users how to link back to Google, Bing and 
other maps while Apple comes up with a fix.

see what the experts feel about it. Also see which of your old programmes might not 
function under Windows 8 and decide if you want to update/upgrade them or you can 
do without if they are not offering newer versions. Do not do as I did with my Mac and 
update, only to then find out too late that your 2008 machine with that 2012 OS really 
doesn’t have the power to run that fave programme or that Adobe or whoever made it 
is not going to be offering another version. Going back a generation on your OS can 
be impossible (or at best very difficult) so think, research and only hit “yes” if you are 
asked to update when you are informed and SURE.

Remember, it only takes a few minutes to read what others are saying and a week or 
so to see if the manufacturer of that OS sees the error of their ways and updates. Or to 
put it in my late father’s words when I would dash out to do this or that: “Do not be in 
a hurry! The Russians are not in Cincinnati!” For those too young to remember when 
Russian takeover and Communist fears were everywhere and the idea that they were 
right here was reason enough to act fast, the Communists are gone and the first part of 
dad’s advice has worn the test of time: Do not be in a hurry!

—On another topic...this one we have covered before but which was so noticeable dur-
ing a recent overnight in Louisville as to make us cringe: When will hotels understand 
that the internet is the pencil and paper for today’s generation and not only quit charg-
ing for what is often inferior service, but make it work?

We stayed at a modern downtown hotel and were appalled by the total lack of anything 
close to “high speed” in their internet service.  It was included in the price of the room 
(good news!) but was so slow that my travelling partners both hit the limits on their 
iPhone data plans doing their e-mails and enjoying their Netflix...and we just stayed 
two nights.

Worse yet, we told the office right away and they dutifully sent up the maintenance 
director to check it out and to whom we explained the problem. Looking very puzzled 
he said, “Wait! This speed and all you are trying to explain is way beyond me and the 
guy who knows how to make it work is working on an air conditioner somewhere but 
I’ll tell him!”  He may have done so, but if he did, nobody made the repairs as speed-
test.net showed we were getting about a 50k download speed the 2nd night, too. Think 
about it: 50k. That’s slower than the old standard 56k dial-up we used to have way back 
in the 90s. At home we get 16 MEGS meaning that 50k was not only slow...it was use-
less with today’s programmes. It was sad, too, that we guests spoke a tech language the 
boss was unable to follow so our message to hotels: have someone on staff or under 
contract who does know and understand why guests are frustrated if the WiFi won’t 
work and can fix it!

—Moving along once more...and again on a topic we have touched on here more than 
once but which seems to still generate a lot of questions: What speed should I be get-
ting?  And my unchanged answer is find out what you pay for. Next, do a speed test 
on several different days and at different times (as they can and do often vary widely, 
especially if you are on a cable modem where often you share with others on your 
branch or block or in your condo building) and then compare that average to what you 
pay for. 

While it will never be exact, it should be close. If you pay for 10 Megs and get 9.2 
things are great, but if you get 2.87 then you have an issue and need to call your pro-
vider after you reboot your modem and check to be certain your connections are still 
tight and that the cat has not knocked over your WiFi antenna or chewed through a 
cable somewhere.

You do know how to reboot, right? Modems are pretty finicky devices which some-
times just quit working and need that boot (er, ah reboot) to the butt to start or speed 
up again. 

To reboot your modem unplug both the power cord and the phone cord from it and 
wait at least 60 seconds. Do not be in a hurry!  After the time has elapsed, plug in the 
phone cord to the modem. Wait 30 seconds and then plug in the power cord. The order 
does make a difference. Your modem should go through a start-up sequence after this 
(You usually will see lights on the front or top flashing.) and then it should be function-
ing again after 1-2 minutes. Do another speed test and see if you can connect or if the 
speed is any closer to what you are buying. If so, you have fixed your problem. If not or 
if it fails to connect, it’s time to call tech support. 

Just know that problems all the way down the line can cause a slow speed or no speed 
at your end, so above all despite being as impatient as I am, try your best not to yell at 
the tech, hit or kick your CPU or modem. 

None of those will help in reality and if the system is down and the provider is aware 
of it, all you can do is wait, meaning it’s a good time to take a walk, read a real paper 
book or have a nap. Trust me, we did exist before there WAS an internet you can (re-
ally!) survive without it for awhile!

Happy surfing!

But what does all 
this prove? Some-
thing I have written 
about here before 
which applies 
whether you have a 
portable device on 
the Apple or Droid 
OS or a more per-
manent computer in 
the form of a laptop 
or desktop — it’s 
always a good idea 
when an update 
shows up to see 
what it does, will do 
to and for you and 
then decide whether 
or not you want to 
use it right away or 
ever — even if the 
update is free.

To those complacent folks out there who are laughing and bragging that they use PC 
and not Mac, get set, for you, too, will be hit with the new Microsoft Windows 8 update 
option about the very day these words hit print. And from a lot of what we’ve read, the 
new Windows 8 is not ready for prime time or even for your PC just yet.

So how to know on this and other occasions what to do? Our old advice still stands: 
Give it a few days, a week or even a month after release and read what friends and the 
“experts” (of which I am proudly not one) are saying. See what they say works better 
and what doesn’t. Also find out (and we discussed this an issue or two ago just in time 
for Apple to prove us all right) which of your old programmes will work and which 
won’t under the new OS. In the case of the iPhone upgrade, most (but not quite all) of 
the things we’d bought or downloaded free from Apple’s iTunes Store got updates as 
soon as OS6 showed up. That did mean the task of finding 10 or more apps needing 
updates a day for a few days after the change, but hey, we were “covered” and updates 
of apps to keep ‘em working are always free.

The OS on our computer has not been quite so kind. Not only did we have to junk sev-
eral of our old “friends” in the programmes list as they just would not work nor were 
they compatible with the latest OS, but several others work slowly or with quirks even 
though we can’t yet bear the thought of doing without and cling to their use.

We even had a recent OS update show up from Apple and among the things it was 
supposed to (and has) fix/fixed is an issue which caused the tower Macs like we use to 
edit this newspaper not to power up when one pushed the start button! They buried 
that little tidbit in the OS update information under “fixes” so far that I hardly noticed 
it though I’d definitely noticed and even (in a fit of rage) kicked my CPU a few times 
when it refused to come on repeatedly and I had work to do!

So what would we advise those of you using Windows? Let the buyer beware. Even 
though, if you purchased a new PC  from Spring onwards you got an e-coupon for a 
$15 Windows 8 update, I’d wait a bit and see what the pundits have to say and also 
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre

The author is Cincinnati Gay & Lesbian Community Centre 
board member and long-time volunteer, Michael Chanak, better 
known to his friends and the community as “Mother Goose”.
The Centre is located at 4119 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati and 
on the web at www.cincyglbt.com)

If you didn’t catch it last month, the Centre has a new volunteer coordinator, Hannah 
Smith. I failed to share that Toby Martino, her predecessor and at-large board member 
is moving temporarily back home to Lima, Ohio (No he was not on Glee and he’ll tell 
you Lima is nowhere like what is portrayed on television.). He’ll stay with his folks for 
a couple of months, has a job waiting for him and eventually will re-locate to Colum-
bus with some of “his girls.” It simply isn’t enough to say “thanks” publicly to Toby. He 
became my “daughter” as well as a friend and frankly gave Goose many a laugh on a 
Tuesday night. Hannah is doing a great job!

If I repeated myself (a problem it seems with elderly geese) Toby would turn to me and 
always say “Now, Mother – remember we had this discussion.” I knew we were related 
through the grace of the Goddess, as one day – while my back was turned to him – he 
got into the rubber bands and did his hair up in little braids. From last Fall through 
early Spring, Jon Wise from the Cleveland area spent a term at Cincinnati State and 
met Toby through the Centre. Jon – a.k.a. “the turtle” became Toby’s daughter — hence 
my granddaughter — if that makes any sense. Jon and Toby, I’ll miss you but all the 
best and thanks for the fun times and memories – particularly when we tried to record 
Jon’s sign language homework and discovered the unisex bathroom sign at the Centre 
was prominently displayed in the video. All I can say is “Oh my!” Note – Jon Wise is 
now attending my Alma mater – Kent State University.

There’s something twisted and wonderfully wacky about folks who hang at the Centre 
some days. Al Lutz, who is neither, and is just a few moments older than the Goose, 
suggested I could no longer hear so he hooked me up with a free hearing test – and 
while Goose does have a small hearing deficit in one ear (due to a childhood infection) 
she still hears most barn yard noises. Soooooey!

Recently with our big year of redecorating at the Centre nearing a close I have had 
to rely on the help of many fine volunteers to “get up that ladder” or “reach for this.”  
After all, Dr. Gigs (John Maddux – VP of Centre) and I wear sensible one-inch heels 
now. Poor Justin Herald came in to volunteer one fine day while Dr. Gigs and I were 
obsessing on how to correctly hang the drapes. It turned out we had to redo the job 
twice and after the second time Justin had had his fill. He’s said he’d help but no more 
drape work!

I spent so much time fussing with the sign company trying to get everything done with 
the remodelling that the owner said that I’d “become an anal gay man in my dotage.”  
Compliment accepted.  

Papa Bear (Rusty Lockett) got a mayoral proclamation for national Gay, Lesbian, Bi & 
Trans Centre Awareness Day recognising the Centere’s 19 years in the local community.  
Thanks to city council person Chris Seelbach for making that happen. Our 20th an-
niversary rolls around in September 2013.

One more thanks: Without claiming to be a psychic voter M. Goose, thanks to Shawn 
Baker, a local realtor and business person, has offered picks and pans to the old goose 
along with help on filling out my “absent tee” ballot so I’ve voted! Have you? I sure 
hope so!

In other news, Mother Goose notes in passing that two board members of our local 
chapter of P-FLAG, Lynne Lefebvre and Mark Smith, decided not to run for board posi-
tions this Fall according to their fine newsletter writer Tom Jenkins. Great folks Lynne 
and Mark – and as the Goose gets it they will still be helping P-FLAG as their time al-
lows. Salt of the earth, I’d say.

Mary Warders, long-time treasurer of New Spirit MCC Cincinnati steps down at the 
end of the year. I have known her and her bride Linda Pride many years. Good people.  
I am certain you’ll still be seeing them at New Spirit come Sundays at 10.30 a.m.

Now, of course, the big decision looms. No, not the presidential election, but a more 
personal one: Home for Thanksgiving or Christmas or both? Nothing like that family 
holiday drama to make you wish you’d never left your barn.
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Jill A. Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine Shoppe

Jill’s
Swill

ZORK & FORK: WEDDING WINE WITH FOOD FOR THANKSGIVING

I love the Zork. And my love affair is not just a one night stand. I never thought there 
could be a better bottle stopper for my favourite adult beverage than the genuine, au-
thentic, nature-made cork closure. But then along came the stelvin screw cap flirting 
with my 21st century desire for instant gratification. You just twist and pour.  

Yes you lose that glorious POP as a wine cork performs its last and ultimate job as 
gatekeeper of the juice. No wonder Stelvin stole my heart as I didn’t need a wine-key to 
open it. And then I met Zork. Don’t call my quest to quench my thirst fickle but rather 
functional because when it comes to style, ingenuity and eco-friendly-function, I want 
to walk down the wine shoppe aisle with a bottle that has the Zork wine closure. 

It looks like a Champagne cork with a twisted tail attached that wraps around the neck 
of the bottle. You unwrap, pop and serve. Unlike a champagne cork, the Zork can be 
used again on the same bottle or others. It’s kind of like a cracker-jack surprise for 
grownups — a bottle of wine to enjoy now and a handy tool to use later.

The Other Guys wine group in Sonoma, California vints and bottles a number of food 
and consumer-friendly wine brands that use the Zork including Moo Buzz, Plunger-
head and Hey Mambo along with Leese-Fitch, Pennywise and White Knight wines. 

The Other Guys is the 4th generation of the Sebastiani wine family in action. In 1895 
Samuele Sebastiani immigrated to California from Italy and started making wine. In 
2010, August Sebastiani created “The Other Guys” wine group to continue the family 
tradition with the 21st Century motto of  “laid back guys, stand out wines”. I would 
agree. And as Thanksgiving arrives any of the Zork corked wines from The Other Guys 
will make tasty Turkey wines. 

The Plungerhead Zinfandel with the Zork closure is a big, rich, full-bodied black 
fruited spicy Old Vine red. 

The Hey Mambo wines (most Zork corked) offer up an offbeat collection of blends, 
including the sleek, smooth Syrah based “Sultry Red” and the not-too-sweet, not-too-
dry, just right sassy “Swanky White”. The Hey Mambo Kinky Pink is a dry rose style 
of pinot noir that offers up aromatic and appetising notes of red fruit — strawberry, 
raspberry and cherry with a dry finish.

As if a FREE bottle stopper (i.e. the Zork) wasn’t enough, the Hey Mambo line of 
wines also offer a semi sordid storyline on the back label describing both wine and 
an entertaining scenario involving the author which ends with the phrase “...I savour 
every drop.” This, too is reason enough to buy a bottle and share with a friend. 

The Leese-Fitch Pinot Noir is another Zork corked bottle of elegance with notes of red 
and black fruit and a full-bodied, smooth finish.

The White Knight moscato is closed with a stelvin screw cap but still MOST worthy of 
accolades in the flavour and savour department. It is a bottled homage to the muscat 
grape with a voluptuous blend of muscat of Alexandria, muscat canneli, a touch of 
pinot grigio and a waft of orange muscat. Yes, it is closed with the easy open easy close 
stelvin closure, but this lush silky white will most likely be consumed in one sitting so 
no need to worry about the easy to close part. 

The Other Guys (TOG) wine operation is located at 35 Maple Street in Sonoma, 
California in a structure known as the Leese-Fitch adobe as it was named after Jacob 
Leese and Henry Fitch who were brothers-in-law to the man who founded the town of 
Sonoma — General Mariano Vallejo. Hence the Leese-Fitch line of wines.

The address also gives name to TOG’s latest endeavour — craft spirits.

Uncle Val’s Botanical Gin gets its name from Sebastiani Italian Uncle Zio Valerio who 
loved to grow and cook from his herb garden in Tuscany. TOG celebrates that passion 
in its Uncle Val’s Botanical Gin which uses California spring water as a base in which 
to steep or ferment what it calls “immersion bags” of aromatic garden herbs including 
juniper, cucumber, lemon, sage and lavender. 

The result is nose and mind blowing. One whiff and you are immediately transported 
to an modern day botanical garden. The gin smells so good you almost want to WEAR 
it as a perfume. OK, maybe just a dab or two behind the ears but don’t miss the chance 
to DRINK it. Subtle undertone of juniper wrapped delicately by the other aromatics 
creates one amazing gin. Last month the Midwest Sales Manager for The Other Guys, 

Michael Kasper was a guest at our Mass Ave Wine Shoppe monthly wine dinner.  We 
told him how much we loved the Zork and that we boycotted the bottle a few years 
back when the winery decided to stop using it and go back to the recycled plastic stop-
per. (UGH!!!)  Michael said we were not the only ones to protest and that The Other 
Guys learned their lesson and have no plans to stop using the Zork again. That makes 
me smile. No divorce plans for me and Zork. Aaah... a happy ending after all.  

The Gray Agency
(317) 624-1934

INSURANCE
Because You 
Never Know 
When The 

Need Might 
Arise!

Proudly Keeping It In The Family
With An Agent You Can Talk To!

For All Your Insurance Needs: 
Auto * Home * Renters * Life * Health
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Out!Trip
Damron LGBT Travel Guides
with the 2012

LGBT resorts, bars, cafes,
 nightclubs, restaurants & more,

across the US, Canada,
 Europe & beyond.

Plus cruises & tours, circuit
 parties, leather events,

 pride celebrations, LGB pride celebrations, LGBT film
 fests, eco-adventures & more!

call for a free catalog

or visit us online
800/462-6654

damron.com
download Gay Scout and Gurl Scout

free at iTunes!

Happy Thanksgiving

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on the things for which 
we’re truly grateful. At Edward Jones, we’re thankful to 
serve our clients and our community. During this holiday 
season and every day, we wish you all the very best.

Michael E Wright, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

6925 E 96th Street
Suite 265
Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-9563
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Louisville AIDS Walk 
& Pet Walk 

Sunday, October 14th  
Waterfront Park
Wear a Red Shirt!
1:00pm  
Registration, Entertainment,  
& KidZone 

3:00pm  
Walk / Pet Walk

LouisvilleAIDSWalk.org • 502-938-WALK

D a t e

Lo

cation

NEW

Our Thanks  
to  

These Sponsors:

Word Louisville AIDS Walk Photos 
By Doug Messinger
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Sheila's 
Column

By Sheila Suess Kennedy
Coming Out Day was celebrated 11th October. These days — four states are preparing 
to vote on same-sex marriage, with victory likely in at least one, Don’t Ask Don’t Tell 
has headed for the dustbin of history and progress is being made on a wide variety 
of civil rights issues — the incredible importance of coming out sometimes escapes 
notice.

I thought about this a couple of weekends ago, when I spoke at a conference spon-
sored by the Northeast Ohio Centre for Inquiry. The Centre for Inquiry (CFI) is a 
national secularist organisation, promoting (gasp!) science and reason over supernatu-
ralism. There were four speakers at the all-day conference and we all took different 
topics. Not surprisingly, my own presentation focused upon the lack of understand-
ing of the religion clauses of the First Amendment and the ways in which Americans’ 
abysmal lack of civic literacy fosters misconceptions and enables revisionists and 
theocrats determined to rewrite the country’s history.

The last speaker of the day was a lawyer from Los Angeles named Edward Tabash, and 
it was his talk that made me sit up and take notice. 

Tabash’s talk was titled “Taking Atheism to the General Public,” and his message was 
simple: we need to emulate the gay community. As he said, “We need to Come Out.” As 
he noted, atheists and gays are two communities targeted primarily by religion. Not 
all religions, certainly — to suggest otherwise would be to engage in the same sort of 
stereotyping that we decry — but a fundamentalist, literalist “brand” of belief. Tabash 
urged secularists to emulate the political activism tactics of gay, lesbian, bi & trans 
folks; as he pointed out, those tactics have resulted in impressive gains.  

Those gains all began with the deceptively simple act of coming out.

A couple of weeks ago, I had the honour of emceeing (is that a word?) IUPUI’s third 
annual Harvey Milk dinner. The dinner draws the campus gay, lesbian, bi & trans 
faculty, staff and allies, and it has grown steadily since the first dinner. Two hundred 
and twenty people attended this year’s event; they filled a sizeable space in the Campus 
Centre. An event like that — with that sort of attendance in that sort of venue — would 
have been inconceivable even 10 years ago. It was possible because people took deep 
breaths, risked families and friendships and livelihoods and demanded social recogni-
tion. They came out. 

It took guts. 

They took those risks in order to honour their deepest natures, in order to live hon-
estly.

The local CFI has literally hundreds of members, but a significant number of them are 
“lurkers” — folks who pay dues and participate through the organisation’s website but 
are otherwise unwilling to be identified. Many of them live in small Indiana communi-
ties and rightly fear the reactions of their employers and neighbours — even though 
recent studies suggest that some 20% of Americans do not affiliate with any religion, 
those same studies show that anti-secular prejudices run deep. (More Americans 
would vote for an out gay person for President than would vote for an atheist.)

As Tabash noted, the prejudice against secularists won’t change until more of us emu-
late the courage of the gay community and come out.

At the end of the day, it isn’t only sexual orientation that keeps folks in the closet.
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

It’s November and despite the looming Winter weather, (and yes there are a lot of 
gay skiers, ski clubs and more) there are quite a few other activities this month to 
talk about including hiking, bowling and volleyball, so let’s see what’s come in...

—Hiking: The Dayton-based hiking club, Moving Men (That’s some of them below 
from last Winter.) is going to the Carriage Hill Metro Park near Dayton on 17th 
November. All interested are invited to meet in the Cedar Lake parking lot to take 
part in this last hike of the year. For details about this event, visit movingmen.org 
or call 973/603.9753.

—Run/Walk: In Indianapolis, the Indy Frontrunners has their annual members 
meeting 3rd November and their Tuesday Night OUTing the 20th. The latter in-
cludes a walk-run at 6.30 p.m. then dinner at a nearby restaurant.

In addition, several Frontrunners will be taking part in the annual Drumstick 
Dash Thanksgiving Day in Broad Ripple. It starts at 9 a.m. at the Blue Mile Run-
ning Company on Broad Ripple Avenue and is your choice of a 4.6 mile run or 2.5 
mile walk.Readers interested in taking part can register at drumstickdash.org  By 
the way, this is a benefit for the Wheeler Mission and the entry fee helps feed the 
needy and homeless in Indianapolis, plus it’s a great way to feel less guilty about 
indulging in your own turkey dinner later in the day. 

Another major event this month in Indianapolis is the Monumental Marathon on 
the 3rd. Several Frontrunners will be at this event as well.

For complete (well, as near as can be had) running and walking information I’d 
recommend you visit www.Frontrunners.org which has all the Indianapolis data 
as well as the Cincinnati team’s schedule. 

—Bowling: Indianapolis, Nashville, Dayton, Indianapolis and Cincinnati all have 
one or more bowling clubs for our community. See the listings at www.igbo.org 
The national bowling tournament will be 7th through 12th November in Seattle, 
which just happens to be my favourite city.

—Swimming: If you want to travel, Montreal has its Coupe de Montreal swim 
meet 10th November, but closer to home Indianapolis folks can swim by paying 
the daily rate at Carmel High School, the Monon Centre in Carmel or downtown 
at the IUPUI Natatorium (this latter available weekdays only). For gay, lesbian, bi 
& trans master team information, visit www.IGLA.org although the only nearby 
teams I could find are in Ann Arbor (AQUA) and Chicago (The Smelts).

—Volleyball: Jen did a great job last month with the Circle City Fest national 
volleyball tournament held in Indianapolis. Teams from around the Midwest were 
here with such colourful team names such as “Ball Me Maybe” from Ft. Wayne, 

“Sparkle” from Dayton, “Kiss My Ace” from Louisville, “Quick ‘n Dirty” from Chi-
cago and “Bring It” from Nashville as well as “The Freeballers” from here in town. 
This month there are volleyball tournaments in Pittsburgh, Sacramento, New 
York, San Diego and Washington, D.C. if you like to travel and play or watch some 
great action. Visit www.nagva.org  for all the details.

—Tennis: This being the Midwest and November it goes without much saying 
that outdoor tennis has essentially wrapped up for the season for our two Midwest 
teams, but if you like to travel for tennis, Houston has a meet on 9th November 
and both Tampa and Palm Springs have tennis tournaments Thanksgiving week-
end. Visit www.glta.org  for the complete list of teams and tournaments then pack 
your gear and hit the road.

In other news, Rick of Indy’s No Attitude Volleyball Club has apparently retired the 
Sunday social volleyball club after 25 years as he recently announced that he will 
not be organising the club again next Summer. The club met at 61st and Broadway 
Park in Broad Ripple. Thanks, Rick, for your years of service to the community. 
Anybody want to pick up the ball (such as it were) and kick it further? If so, and 
anyone’s got any ideas for continuing this popular Summer event, let me know and 
I’ll get the word out!

That’s all for November. And as always, to keep my lawyer happy, remember that 
mention of a club or individual does not imply sexual orientation.

Please send December outdoor and indoor sporting club events (and pictures) to 
billmalcolm@gmail.com by 10th November. 

Indy Frontrunners on a Saturday run from the Butler Hinkle Fieldhouse. The 
group meets at 10 a.m. each week, weather permitting.
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1101010 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

No matter what you value,  
I’m here to protect it with  
respect and professionalism. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

It’s our 
differences  
that make  
us great.

Ross S Whitfield, Agent
440 Massachusetts Avenue

Indianapolis, IN 46204
Bus: 317-635-1111

www.thewhitfieldagency.com
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Pasquinelli Family 
Foundation

saturday • october 20 • 2012
t h e  2 5 t h  a n n u a l  g r a n d e  m a s q u e r a d e

It was grand, glittering and above 
all fun as the Damien Centre 
in Indianapolis held their 25th 
annual Grande Masquerade.
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See You at IOZZO’S 
946 S Meridian St 
Indianapolis, IN  
317-974-1100 
www.iozzos.com 

Happy Hour at 
I O Z Z O ‘ S 

Half Price Appetizers Mon-Thur  
3pm-6pm in the Bar or Courtyard 

 

Choose From These Selections 
Bruschetta $3.5 
Basil Cheese Garlic Bread $4 
Meatball Martini $4 
Stuffed Mushrooms $5.5 
Calamari Fritti $5 
Toasted Ravioli $4.5 
ZoZo Crispy Shrimp $5 

Weekday Drink Specials 
Available All Day 

 

Monday 
Half Price Carafes of House Wine 

Tuesday 
25% Off Bottles of Wine 

Wednesday 
50% Off Glasses of Wine 

Thursday 
$5 Martinis 
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ “Miss” Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in 
Dayton.

Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results and requests (Not what he thinks is hot):

1 - Nicki Minaj - Pound The Alarm

2 - Madonna - Turn Up The Radio (R3hab Surrender Remix)

3 - Karmin - Brokenhearted (Razor-N-Guido Mix)

4 - Pink - Blow Me (One More Kiss) (Cosmic Dawn Remix)

5 - No Doubt - Settle Down (Stephen Hilton Remix).

6 - Nicki Minaj - Starships (Cosmic Dawn Remix)

7 - Rihanna - Where Have You Been (Hardwell Remix)

8 - Kylie Minogue - Timebomb (Extended Mix)

9 - Jennifer Lopez feat. Pitbull - On The Floor (Cajjmere Wray Club Mix)

10 - No Doubt - Settle Down (Stephen Hilton Remix).

Hey there!!! DJ “Miss” Hill here. I’m sayin’ the “YAAAAAY!”. It’s November so throw 
out the Jack-O-Lanterns and hang up those corn husks ’cause it’s going to be a crazy 
Thanks-Giving...And I’m giving thanks to the huge mass of music we received this 
month. And there was lots of it. Too bad it’s not that good. But there’s a whole cornu-
copia of mixes for me to rip! Just a reminder: I’m not here to tell you what’s new but to 
let you know what new remixes are out there whether through my record/video pool or 
from word of mouth.

Elton John vs. Pnau Good Morning To The Night: I always start off with the gays 
but this is sad. It’s just a loop of Elton saying “Good Morning To The Night”. And I’m 
saddened by the remixes by Seamus Haji and the Fred Falke Mixes. What a let down. 
With these remixers I would hope for a hot dance mix but we didn’t get one which 
means I will not be playing this one.

Adele - Skyfall: For those of you know that I can’t stand Adele you will be shocked. 
This one just swept me up. Sorry...I’m old and have heard all of the 007 themes and 
loved all of them and this one fits right in. And the best part is we get dance remixes! I 
love the original version but I have a dance floor. What I have right now is the Shahaf 
Moran Extended mix which I think might be a bootleg (but it’s fun). And the other is 
the Panic City Mix which starts out slow like the movie which means it’s not mixable. 
Who knew I would like Adele for a hot minute?!

Cazwell and Peaches - Unzip Me: Wow!!! I’m kind of a fan of Cazwell...OK...I’m 
a huge Cazwell fan but I can’t stand his regular album mixes. This one made me 
bounce all over my computer chair while I was trying to type this (and no I don’t do 
this column on a phone or tablet). And it was the WaWa Mix that I was listening to 
while typing this. And I keep repeating this one…and watching…over and over... “Jerk 
it – unzip me!”. OK...Back to work. I haven’t been this obsessed with a song in a long 
time. I swear Miss Peaches is his lesbian sister. Is it just me? I tried to look it up. At 
first I thought Peaches was Cazwell in drag but no. Help me out kids. E-mail me and 
let me know who the hell Peaches is. I’m betting she’s a hot lesbo drummer chick or 
some queen on some reality show that I don’t watch. But she is HOT! In a drag way. 
On another note...Cazwell’s newest one Beans and Rice? Really? Hopefully you’ll hear 
something good next month if there are any good mixes. I’ll tell you either way. I know 
the video is out and I don’t like it but that’s about it.

Rihanna - Diamonds: Not sure about this one. “Shine like a diamond” until boyfriend 
punches you. Talk about a shiner! The Danny Diggz mix is a real snoozer but the Liam 
Keegan Mix makes it danceable. But I doubt I’ll be playing this one. Oh wait...All of 
her crap is popular and I’m forced to play it. Liam Keegan mix it is then!

Owl City & Carly Rae Jepsen - Good Time: You know it’s bad when Carly Rae hooks 
up with Owl City. It’s like waking up to the Disney Channel. When I got the Wideboys 
mix of this I was hopeful it would be hot. Sorry kids. She sucks!

Ke$ha - Die Young: Why is this mess still releasing stuff? “Let’s make the most of the 
night like we’re going to die young”. If I heard that crap 20 years ago I might have 
jumped off a 20-story building. How up-lifting is that? I thought this was going to be 

a fun month for music but she just brought me down. Any ways...If you need a mix 
(And I will not be playing it.) it would be the Craig Vanity VS Manhattan Mix or the 
DJ Linuxis Mix or the better of all the mixes the DJ Linuxis Remix. The latter of all of 
them makes me feel like I’m at camp and I’m getting a reality check that I’m Going To 
Die Young. Really???!!!

Enrique Iglesias - Finally Found You: And finally, here’s my hottie Latin guy who 
usually gets censored for stupid lyrics and it happens again in this one. At least the 
R3hab Dirty Mix keeps it bouncy regardless of the dirty ghetto rap crap. Danceable but 
not gay. Too bad.

That’s it for now. I’ll be back in December with a stocking full of hits. Check me out 
at MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. If you like or hate 
what I review about I really don’t care (just kidding) but feel free to e-mail me at hill@
misshilldj.com or message me on facebook at DJ-Douglas Hill. I welcome both good 
and hateful replies. And let me know about any local independent music. I’m always 
open to new stuff.
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OK, so a bit of a quiz: How many of you out there have at least one restaurant which you 
walk, bike or drive by regularly and “always mean to try” but never quite seem to? Did all 
the hands I think went up actually go up? I think each of us have one, two or even three 
places we see all the time and never quite get to try. In my case it was a 20+ year little affair 
which recently ended. The place I’d pass was always Charley & Barney’s at 225 East Ohio 
Street in downtown Indianapolis. Just passing doesn’t apply anymore as I finally had a 
chance to go try it and while it was not bad, I do think I’ll probably go back to walking or 
driving by most of the time, because, well, it was not that good, either.

The way I see it, in a sea of restaurants, there’s really nothing to stand out at Charley & Bar-
ney’s. The burgers and other items were OK. The service, I feel, lacks, as if you eat there at 
lunch you need to go to a counter and order, then go pick up things when they call that they 
are ready. It’s also a really confusing way to order as if you don’t want the daily specials, 
you have to do a lot of reading, pointing and deciding (if you are a newbie) on the posted 
menu while the person behind you in line shuffles his feet and checks his watch, along with 
the staffer waiting to take your order. In short, there just has to be a better way and a lot of 
restaurants have that already — it’s called table service.

That said, the burgers were decent and with the bill coming in at $24.79 for three of us the 
pricing is not a bargain, but it is fair. Double burgers were $7.45, double with cheese $7.85 
and their “pick any two” deal with two different items was $5.95. The place specialises in 
chili which I will confess I neither like nor eat. Also in full disclosure, only one of the three 
of us had any and he said he enjoyed it “OK”. Are you seeing a drift here? OK, maybe so.

Add to the above the fact that the menu is a bit limited and confusing to order from plus 
they had Fox (non) News spouting off right-wing propaganda on the dining room’s TV (in-
digestion immediately) and again I probably will return to walking by Charley & Barney’s.  
We have also lived downtown — in Ivan’s & my case over 20 years — and in all of that time 
I have heard nothing good or bad about the place nor have I ever in all my business lunches 
been offered to go there or been taken there so once again a lot is said, I think, without 
saying it. Does the word OK ring a bell? The decor is (giggle) OK, too, meaning nothing 
outstanding, but reminding me a lot of the many now-shuttered Bennigans or the equally 
disappeared Steak & Ale, only unlike the latter the food is only so-so at Charley & Barney’s.

In addition to the chili, burgers and daily specials, Charley & Barney’s menu includes sev-
eral salads, a couple wraps and I believe in my rush to look at as much as I could as fast as 
I could I spotted several soups as well, but don’t quote me.

The good thing about Charley & Barney’s is they seem — from the greetings the line staff 
offered — to have a lot of regulars which does bode familiarity, though I cannot for the life 
of me with really excellent spots nearby in the same price range see why anyone would go 
there day after day. Afterall, it took me two decades to try it the first time and it was OK, 
but it’s not one of what I feel is a shining culinary star.

If you are in the neighbourhood my advice is go down the block to 137 East Ohio and try 
the new Punch Burger which is far from OK. It’s wonderful. They do share one thing with 
Charley & Barney’s and that’s a long menu which one must really work to read, especially 
on busy days. There any similarity stops, however, as the food at Punch is a delight. The 
burgers are high quality local beef or ground turkey or you can opt for the portabella 
mushroom vegetarian option. The choice of toppings, sides and more is nearly endless. 
We did get by for lunch and found the food and staff first-rate. This comes as no shock as 
Travis Sealls, the owner, and his manager, Tom, have been serving up great eats at Pita Pit 
for almost four years now and while he continues to own that, this is his own place without 
rules which often hold back or influence franchises.

The three of us who dined at Punch Burger all picked different menu items and all came 
away smiling. One did (quoting the ingredients from the menu here as my old memory is 
not 100%) the Aloha – Black Forest ham, grilled pineapple, Swiss cheese, teriyaki glaze, 
while another did the Punch Cheeseburger – lettuce, tomato, pickle, onion, ketchup, mayo 
plus American cheese and I did a build-your-own with no cheese but with some delicious 
bacon as an add-on with my mayo, lettuce, tomato and onion.  Two of us did the waffle 
fries (delicious but wish they’d cooked ‘em a bit crisper) while the third loved his sweet 
tater tots. Bill for the whole shebang came in within a buck of Charley & Barney’s and the 
beef was far superior plus the buns — from Gonnella — ran rings around theirs, too, espe-
cially partner Ivan’s pretzel roll which was the best and on our list for next time!

Our review of Punch Burger is simple: go and try it yourself because it’s definitely not one 
of those places you will want to pass without stopping.  They also have Indiana craft beers, 
wines and dessert, so what’s not to like?

Happy Turkey Time! Actually, this column is all about turkeys much of the time, but 
in November we give our two-legged non-flying friends an extra shout-out. We hope 
everyone (two- and four- legged) has a good Thanksgiving. Now to what’s come in this 
month and to start a trio of “So do you know who or what this is about?” questions. 
We will say we won’t be giving you any hints, help or answers, but let’s see how you do 
sorting these out. Please identify:

—Who said and who was being referred to when they were described as “the top 
who just won’t stop...”?

—What Midwest club’s owner was overheard saying this about an employee (now 
maybe an ex employee), “Well I’m not all that surprised. If they had any sense 
they would not be working here...They’d have a real job!” ? And who was he say-
ing it about?

—What business owner continues to swear his manager has a new boo when the 
employee swears just as loudly that they are “just friends” and it’s all made up? 
And a bonus question: Who to believe?

And now to other news, starting with a big congrats to our Central Kentucky 
pal Scott on his reunion with Justin. They are such a sweet and cute couple we are 
thrilled they got it all worked out and are reunited to ride off into the sunset together. 
...Next, happy best wishes to friend Paul who owns Unicorn Club as he’s made 
a remarkable recovery from surgery last month and is back at work fulltime. 
In Paul’s case there’s never such a thing as part time as this man’s one of the town’s 

biggest and best donors and 
contributors. Check out his 
new breakfast at Tip Top 
(which he also owns) week-
days from 7 a.m. Glad things 
are well, Paul ...And on the 
same (a happy note) good to 
see Aaron back with his boo. 
Always super to see folks we 
love mending their relation-
ships. ...Speaking of mend-
ing, there’s more automobile 
drama over at Indy’s English 
Ivy’s as we hear Ivy’s Nik got 
his car mended and it’s back 
on the road again though he’s 
not saying for how long. And 
at the same establishment 
congrats to Tyler on his new 
wheels and to Benton who re-
cently got the cutest, brightest 

brand-new green Chevy Spark. If you don’t know the Spark, check out Benton’s in the 
parking lot next time he’s at work. And when you go in, check out Benton behind the 
bar, too. Both are equally cute! ...Speaking of cute, long-term cute couple John and 
Kevin in Southwest Ohio recently got their offer accepted and are due to move 
into their new home in late November. Congrats to you two and all of your friends 
(including these cats’ owners) enjoyed reading the drama as it unfolded on Facebook 
as you bid for the new house. We are all thrilled you guys got it at last! ...Speaking of 
getting it, we got the news 5th hand but finally managed to get it confirmed first 
hand that one of this column’s least fave waiters and bartenders (written about 
here many, many times) has departed his “gay job” to go work for a straight firm 
we shall leave nameless. All we can do is to wish him all the best and say Ted’s dad’s 
old line applies here which is, “Here’s your hat. What’s your hurry!?” Or if you pre-
fer, goodbye, good luck and good riddance! Speaking of those sentiments, we cats 
didn’t get to go to the Grande Masquerade, but we hear tell Ted got the cold, 
cold shoulder from a couple of self-important business owners at the event. 
We also hear the food was delicious (Was it soft or hard cat kibble?) but the service 
sucked so bad our crew had to serve themselves as the staff didn’t. Hope nobody 
tipped! ...Speaking of tips we got a tip that one of the major forces behind one of 
the biggest Midwest fundraising events has recently announced that 2012 was 
his last year. We shall see how this one plays out, but if it’s true, he will be missed 
greatly by all. ...And speaking of missing, we won’t be missing our chance to wish 
everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and to say we will see you in December! Meow!
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