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Hey, Louisville! 
It’s Time To Play!

LOUISVILLE—The Derby City is about to get a very cool and very large place to have 
fun as Play Louisville will be opening in the next several months in Butchertown. 
Owned by partners Todd Roman, Joe Brown, Micah McGowan, Keith Blaydes, Chris 
Galla and David Taylor, the group is also the owners of Tribe and Play in Nashville and 
a Nashville Asian restaurant called Suzy Wong’s.

So why Louisville? And why the town’s largest club in terms of square feet and 
interests?

Roman took time to fill The Word in: “I think that I should say first of all Louisville 
is my home town, but it’s far from the only place we looked. We looked at a number 
of different cities to expand to including Chattanooga, Memphis and even Fort 
Lauderdale, as well as Birmingham. Louisville, of course, being my home town 
encouraged us to start looking there, but there was also a whole lot of community 
outreach to get us to come to Louisville.” Please Continue On Page Nine

Don’t Miss This! 

Kent Henry Presents An 
Evening With Ruth Dix Live 

& On Film! 
Saturday 9th November!  

Details On Page 41
Damien Disco 

Dancers! 
INDIANAPOLIS—The the dance floor was full 
as the Damien Centre Grande Masquerade 
took place under a giant disco ball at the Wes-
tin Hotel recently. More pix on pages 42 & 43.
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I’ve worked in healthcare since 1978 in public 
health, research, clinical, education and industry 
roles. 

Besides personal experience, I’ve also researched the 
more than 100 years the AMA has wielded political 
power, the 80 years of taxpayer subsidised health 
insurance, 60 years of socialised health, education 
and welfare, and the almost 50 years of even more 
directly socialised healthcare in the form of our 
rapidly swelling Medicare system.

I’m appalled that we think we want want more 
politics in healthcare. I’m disgusted that we’ve been 
led to believe that health insurance is what we want 
when that is often antithetical to healthcare. And I’m 
embarrassed that We The People haven’t seen a bet-
ter way to live that’s always been right before us.

In every field of science and technology that isn’t 
so political, costs decrease while quality, efficacy 
and availability increases with every new advance. 
Luxuries of yesterday like cellphones and personal 
computers are now ubiquitous and powerful neces-
sities. 

There’ve been innumerable healthcare advances 
in the last century that would’ve made healthcare 
cheap, effective, and easily available to all...if not for 
all the politics.

Politicians have made everything related to medi-
cine unfair, complicated, ever-changing, severely 
limited and ghastly expensive. The real problem, 
whenever we rub that genie’s lamp of politics, is cor-
ruption, and calamity.

Everything government does, it does by force. Poli-
tics can’t do anything without at least the threat of 
fines, taxes, courts, guns and prisons. 

It’s easy to dream that this kind of force can be used 
for good. But the usual reality, as evidenced by all of 
human history, is a scale and degree of injustice and 
death that only politics can achieve.

Whenever politics takes a new power, there’s a new 
industry in lobbying for the use of that power. We 
can see how that lobby has worked for the military 
industrialists and bankers, and we should see what 
it has done to our health, education and welfare as 
well. 

Adding more power to government, with more 
snooping into things that are more personal than 
ever before possible, only makes the resulting cor-
ruption more dangerous. 

And changing the role of healthcare workers from 
healers to government agents who’ll give to politi-
cians everything from your DNA to your intimate 
personal and family details, will, over time, change 
the sort of people who’d seek out such a career. 

You really shouldn’t want that to happen.

We The People have exactly and only what we have 
freely and repetitiously chosen not just every every 
day we sigh, and yield to what we know is wrong 
and isn’t working; but also every Election Day. 

Elections were meant to be a means of peaceful 
revolution. We’d better finally use them for that 

Editorial 
Letter

purpose, because the power over 
our bodies we’re granting to 
politicians now will have no good 

end, unless that end is determined by our 
change of heart and mind.

Liberty or Bust! 

Andrew Horning

andrewhorning@hotmail.com
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist
Please Continue On Page 22

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2013 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               

™

Holiday
December
Deadline

Tuesday 12th November
Papers On Street:  

Friday 22nd November
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A DIFFERENT FOCUS ON HEALTHCARE: EQUALITY

The acidic Washington health care debate rages on, but there’s another angle on that 
important subject to lesbian, gay, bi & trans Americans and their families: equality.

The Human Rights Campaign Foundation (HRC) and several partners completed the 
Healthcare Equality Index recently. Sponsors included Pfizer and the Gay and Lesbian 
Medical Association and support was provided by The Equality Federation and the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

The survey’s results are astonishing. And the Midwest was well-represented in the 
research. There were four primary issues for review: 

—Patient Non-Discrimination: Facilities were asked whether they had patient sexual 
orientation and gender identity non-discrimination policies.

—Visitation: Despite President Obama’s executive order which mandates open visita-
tion for lesbian, gay, bi & trans patients in hospitals which receive any federal funding, 
the issue still generates strong emotions nationwide.

—Employment: Respondents were asked to provide copies of their explicit non-dis-
crimination hiring policies (gender and sexual orientation).

—Lesbian, gay, bi & trans patient-centred care: A unique feature of the survey was the 
training component. HRC and its allies boast that they’ve provided training for over 
4,000 senior-level staff persons at health care facilities nationwide in recent years. 

The survey found amazing results — and much room for improvement. For instance:

   **The existence of the survey prompted dozens of medical facilities to seek and en-
courage high-level staff training. That training was truly mutually-beneficial as it gave 
the HRC staff more than 40 specific recommendations for optimal gay and lesbian 
healthcare which were then distributed to all participating respondents.

   **More facilities participated than ever before. In 2012 only 407 responded. This 
year, it grew to 718. HRC and its allies expect that number to increase further. As a 
comparison, the popular HRC Buying Guide for gay-friendly companies want to be 
part of that study. As the gay and lesbian population requires more and more health 
care at the nexus of an aging population and increased HIV-related care requirements 
under the ACA...it’s natural to assume that our community will become buyer-con-
scious and use this survey as a tool when choosing health care providers.  

   **At least one facility in every state is now included in the survey.  

   **If a facility scored well in the four core criteria noted above, they were awarded 
“Leader” status. At least one facility in every Midwestern state reached that level and 
in most states, multiple Leaders are present.

There are many reasons to support this vital research. Mostly, the results are going 
to educate lesbian, gay, bi & trans patients and their loved ones when medical care of 
any kind is needed. The vastly-changing healthcare landscape requires us to be ever-
vigilant regarding those choices.  

And now for some specific state-by-state examples:

INDIANA RESULTS

Seventeen Indiana facilities responded to the survey — double the 2012 total. Only 
three hospitals — Columbus Regional, VA Roudebush (Indianapolis) and IU Health 
Ball Memorial (Muncie) — were awarded “Leader” status for superiority in the four 
core standards.  All three have back-stories.

Only three years ago the Columbus hospital was destroyed by a flood. The facility 
underwent a massive remodel (make that rebuild) since. That kind of massive task 
rarely allows time to fine-tune HR and patient-care policies. But Columbus Regional 
welcomed the survey and embraced its core values which is remarkable.  

Of the remaining 16 facilities, it’s also noteworthy that the state’s two large Veter-
ans’ Administration hospitals — in Indianapolis and Fort Wayne — participated and 
welcomed the results. Their scores were commendable and they’ve pledged to reach 
Leader status with the study’s results and recommendations. When we take care of our 
wounded vets properly, it lifts spirits and offers hope.  

Roudebush’s participation was particularly notable: it’s one of the largest in the entire 
VA system. It routinely partners with the Indiana University Medical Centre and it’s 
adjacent to the nearly-finished Wishard Hospital, which serves the city’s poorest and 
most-vulnerable population.  

And the Ball Hospital story is a wonderful response to an ugly incident.
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AWARD-WINNING SONG AND DANCE.
THE STRATFORD SONGBOOK SERIES

PATTI LUPONE
DIRECTED BY: SCOTT WITTMAN
MUSICAL DIRECTOR: JOSEPH THALKEN 
WITH THE GYPSY DRIFTERS
SUNDAY, NOV. 3 AT 7 PM | THE PALLADIUM
Tony Award winner Patti LuPone has portrayed some of Broadway’s most 
memorable leading ladies, including Mama Rose in “Gypsy” and Eva Perón in 
“Evita”. She takes the Palladium stage for a special performance of “Far Away 
Places”, a travelogue that includes songs by Kurt Weill, Cole Porter and Edith Piaf.

PRINTING PARTNERS CLASSICAL SERIES

SIR JAMES GALWAY WITH 
THE IRISH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 6 AT 7:30 PM | THE PALLADIUM
The Man with the Golden Flute, Sir James Galway is regarded as both 
the supreme interpreter of the classical flute repertoire and a consummate  
entertainer whose appeal crosses all musical boundaries. The modern music 
master is joined by the remarkable and vibrant Irish Chamber Orchestra.

THE BUCK GROUP AT MERRILL LYNCH DANCE SERIES

RIOULT MODERN DANCE COMPANY
FEATURING THE INDIANAPOLIS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, NOV. 15-16 AT 8 PM 
THE TARKINGTON
Based in New York City, Rioult Modern Dance Company is one of the most  
established names in modern dance. Discover the sensual, dazzling musical 
choreography of Pascal Rioult in this exquisite all-Bach program.

FRANKLIN COLLEGE HOLIDAY SHOWS

JIM BRICKMAN 
“THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS”
FRIDAY, NOV. 29 AT 8 PM | THE PALLADIUM
Award-winning pianist Jim Brickman weaves together dazzling solo piano, 
vibrant vocals and holiday humor into a performance that captures the spirit of 
the season and includes fan favorites like “If You Believe” and ”Angel Eyes.”

Visit our Great American Songbook Gallery, 
Basile Café and Gift Shop. Full information  
on our website.

Be at the Center of it all! Tickets on sale now!  
TheCenterPresents.org or call 317.843.3800.

JIM BRICKMAN

RIOULT MODERN DANCE COMPANY

SIR JAMES GALWAY

PATTI LUPONE
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THE PARTY OF THE YEAR
IS COMING TO LOUISVILLE!

LOUISVILLE:

PLAYLOUISVILLE

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
FOR UPCOMING EVENTS
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WANNA’ PLAY?! HERE’S YOUR 
COMPLIMENTARY FREE SLOT PLAY! 

Already a Rewards Club Member? 
We have $5 Free Slot Play just for you! 

Valid Now - December 30, 2013
Present coupon at Rewards Club. Rewards Club membership required. Membership is free. One (1) 

coupon per person with valid e-mail address. Valid at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino only. 

Management reserves all rights. See Rewards Club for details. Must be 21 or older. 

	 	 				Gambling	problem?	Call	1-800-9-WITH-IT.			$10FSP-2129	•	$5FSP-2128

Only 20 minutes from Indy - I-74, Exit 109 Shelbyville  www.IndianaGrand.com   877-FUN-4-IND

 TAILGATE MENU
Sunday, Monday 

and Thursday

$5
OVER 20 VIDEO SCREENS!CATCH THE 

SUNDAY 
FOOTBALL 

TICKET!
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He noted that even after they decided on Louisville, finding the right location has not 
been easy. “We spent over two years looking for the right building for our concept and 
had almost given up hope when our real estate agent found 1101 East Washington 
Street. It’s in a high growth area, right down where there are new restaurants, galleries 
and in a neighbourhood which exactly fits in to what we were wanting to do which 
made it an extremely attractive match. We also were impressed with Louisville’s desire 
for us to be there. We met with the mayor and thought it would be a great place for 
expansion after considering everything,” he noted.

Asked how he expects to “fit in” in the Derby City, Roman said he sees the new club as 
a team player and noted that the owners have paid many visits and reached out to the 
existing clubs and gay-owned businesses.

“We do not see ourselves as much as competitors as we do bringing new options to 
the Louisville community. I think there are four new Bardstown Road bars and that 
mirrors the sentiment that Louisville wants something new so our coming means we 
have reached out to a number of the other bars and see it as a wonderful thing for the 
community.”

Asked what a visitor to Play Louisville can expect to see, hear and do on a visit he 
noted that the new venue is really going to make a strong effort to be something for all 
ages, sexes, sexualities and more. 

“Our concept is we are a theatre and entertainment venue...and that is our primary 
focus. We will be bringing in entertainers from throughout the country, including 
those from American Idol, RuPaul’s Drag Race contestants and more. That separates 
us a little bit from the other clubs in that they each have a different clientele and then 

It’s Almost Time To Play Louisville
Continued From The Front Page

the Connection is more of an adult entertainment venue. We will not have strippers or 
any of that kind of thing.”

Roman told The Word that the Louisville club will be something of a “merger” of 
the owners’ concepts in Nashville. “In Nashville we have the Tribe concept and Play 
concept...Tribe is a martini and video bar and Play is a theatre and a dance club. In 
Louisville, we have married the concepts together so Play Louisville will allow a more 
quiet video and martini bar for older gentlemen to feel comfortable at, but there’s also 
a dance bar for the younger crowd and then the theatre where everyone partakes in 
the show.

“Our demographic is very broad....we plan to have a mass appeal, not just to the 
gay community, but to the straight community as well. We see ourselves as an 
entertainment concept, not just for a particular genre, so not dependent on age, gay or 
straight, sexuality and so on, but a place where everyone will hopefully find something 
to appeal to them,” he said.

He also noted that the Butchertown location will allow the space for a free parking lot 
“and we will provide security with a patrol car covering the area as well.”

So when is it happening? “We plan on opening late Fall, but (as of presstime) we’re 
still awaiting a final date from the contractor though we are completely on schedule.”

For all the latest news, friend them on Facebook at Play Louisville and watch for an 
exact opening date, a full list of entertainers and more as the Derby City gets set to 
Play!

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Unlike most run/walk events, Rachael’s Run for Justice is a 
FUN-draiser that delivers on the promise of, “FUN for everyone!” 

On the 2nd of November Bloomington, Indiana’s Rachael Jones, the transgender 
owner of Rachael’s Café, is to host her first, soon-to-be annual, SUPERHERO 
FUNdraiser. The idea for this event flourished from her passion for running and desire 
to support the community.

FairTalk organisation, a 501(c)4 Indiana nonprofit, has joined forces with Jones to 
raise awareness and funds in an effort to block the proposed House Joint Resolution 6 
(HJR-6) legislation. If passed, HJR-6 would formalise relationship discrimination into 
Indiana’s Constitution.

Organisers noted, “FairTalk will utilise event proceeds and generous sponsor 
contributions, like those from The City of Bloomington, to support outreach initiatives 
communicating the impact of HJR-6 and its defeat across Indiana.”
 
This year’s amazing event is for anyone who is interested in supporting marriage 
equality, loves to dress up as a superhero and enjoys either the fast pace of an officially 
timed 5K run or more leisurely 1-mile walk. The event has other fun activities that 
make even a long-distance trip worthwhile like live music, engaging speakers and 

family-friendly activities like the costume contest.
 
For more information about the event or HJR-6 visit www.RachaelsRunForJustice.com 
today.

Online you can learn more about event sponsorship, volunteering, contributions 
and Facebook updates. Be sure to check out the website soon as the run/walk pre-
registration ends 28th October. 

Organisers noted, “We need your help to support equal rights for everyone and 
celebrate the SUPERHERO in us all!”  The Word is a proud sponsor of this event.

Rachael’s Run Is Superhero Celebration

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
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Around 
Town

Panther’s 
Perspective

By Panther Daddy / Word Columnist
“Chicken Hawk!”  The words seared through me like a well intentioned lash from a 
single tail. It was so jarring, it took me a minute to exhale a room full of air and bring 
myself back to the reality of what had just taken place.

I was at a pretty standard chain restaurant having lunch with some leather colleagues. 
As usual, I sat facing the door as it is my long held belief that He will walk in the room 
and our eyes will lock and instantly know we are meant to be together for the rest of 
our lives. That is the much romanticised version of I face the door because I like to 
cruise the men when they walk in an establishment.  

On that particular afternoon, a young man of about 25 swept in with some friends and 
breezed past our table. He stood out from his buds as he was the better built, darker 
skinned one of the bunch and had a very broad back with a whisper of his rear delts 
outlined in the fabric of his not too tight gray t-shirt. He owned the aroma of youthful 
musk that invaded my nostrils, almost paralyzing my brain into a crystalline, phero-
mone glaze.  

After a few seconds, the emotion and physicality of the moment began to re-establish 
some equilibrium. When I realised the thawing of time would allow for some move-
ment, thought and words, I turned to my friend and reminded him that the correct 
terminology for the 21st century is not Chicken Hawk. We are now called Daddies. 
Yes, there I said it. I am a Daddy.

A friend of mine once said that Daddies are a dying breed. In our culture today, most 
want to have some type of formal moniker such as Sir or Master, eschewing the term 
Daddy. So on some levels he is spot on the money. There aren’t too many of us around. 
We lost a significant number of men to a virus that continues to desiccate and deci-
mate a very broad spectrum of our brothers.

As I left the restaurant, I was glad my friends experienced the lust I felt for that young 
man. I was and still am unapologetic about it.  

Turning a certain number on the chronological gay Richter scale does not stop me or 
any of the men at our life stage from being vital gay men. Many of the Daddies I have 
the pleasure of knowing are redefining what getting older in our community actually 
means.  

Getting old is a chronological process where we’ve never had control. Aging on the 
other hand is a conscious choice about how we want to live as mature members of our 
culture. Getting old also involves a mindset of devaluation based on age. Aging on the 
other hand, allows for the freedom to experience the wide range of experiences that 
come with being alive at this juncture.

Aging is not easy and it is not for the faint of heart. It is recognising that the myths 
and stereotypes about men of a certain age are precisely that — basically lies.
We are expected to step aside and let the younger men take their rightful place. I be-
lieve that we are exactly where we are supposed to be at this given point in time. It is 
not by default. It is by design. 

There is still a fire in my belly and in regions further south. I still seek those I can 
make a connection with, be it physical, spiritual, intellectual or emotional. The differ-
ence now is not only am I aware of what is in front of me, I can turn around and see 
what is behind me, rather than what was behind me. The old adage of: “If I knew then 
what I know now” comes to mind. The beauty of aging is we do know it now and some 
arbitrary number cannot deprive us from doing it all differently.  That is the gift that 
comes with aging.

As for me being a Chicken Hawk... Hawks fly above the crowd and get to see the forest 
and not the trees. Yes, I like chicken. Whether it comes in a box with a side of slaw or 
is bent over a spanking bench with a tub of Boy Butter. Regardless of the age of the 
poultry, I like my chicken finger lickin’ good.

Upcoming Activities in The Word readership area:

— 2 November:  Ruff Pups turns one (or is it seven?), 9 p.m., On Broadway Bar, Cin-
cinnati.

— 8th-10th November: Mr. Tristate Leather Rubber Weekend, Cincinnati.                                       
Host Hotel: Garfield Suites. Event/Registration information: https;//mrtristateleather-
rubber2013.eventbrite.com

— 8th-10th November: MIR17 (Mr. International Rubber, Karnival of Kink Weekend
at The Centre on Halstead, Chicago.  Starts at noon the 8th.

— 23rd November:  Mr. Blue Grass Leather Celebration. 10 p.m., Crossings Bar in 
Lexington.

FREEDOM INDIANA RESPONDS TO “FAMILY ASSOCIATION” POLL

INDIANAPOLIS—Freedom Indiana, the bipartisan statewide organisation dedicated 
to opposing a dangerous amendment to amend the Indiana Constitution that would 
destroy protections for certain Hoosiers, issued the following response to the single 
survey question released from a poll by the Indiana Family Institute. 

Freedom Indiana campaign manager Megan Robertson said: 

“These numbers do not reflect what we have seen in our polling and in other statewide 
surveys. We believe this poll was conducted with suspect methodology and does not 
accurately reflect how Hoosiers feel about this issue. Our survey was conducted by a 
respected GOP pollster, Christine Matthews, and it showed that nearly two-thirds of 
Hoosiers said they don’t want to have this debate in our state constitution and more 
than 70 percent believe there should be some legal protections for same-sex couples. 

“Our statewide team already has contacted more than 20,000 Hoosiers as we build the 
largest grassroots coalition in Indiana history, and with every conversation there is 
growing momentum to let this amendment die so we can focus on critical issues that 
will move our state forward. We know that Hoosiers value freedom, and we’re confi-
dent that Hoosiers will defeat the amendment next year whether in the Statehouse or 
at the ballot box.” 

Freedom Indiana pollster Christine Matthews has been polling in Indiana for two 
decades, most notably for former Governor Mitch Daniels. She was co-pollster on the 
2012 Howey-DePauw polling that forecast Richard Mourdock’s Republican primary 
win over Richard Lugar and Democrat Joe Donnelly’s general election victory over 
Mourdock. Her firm continues to work with many public affairs and corporate clients 
in Indiana. 

Freedom Indiana is a bipartisan statewide organization that champions liberty for all 
Hoosiers. The organization is opposed to an amendment that would permanently alter 
the Indiana Constitution to define marriage and would remove existing protections un-
der law for same-sex and unmarried couples and families. Freedom Indiana launched 
in August 2013.

JUBILEE SAYS THANKS

CINCINNATI—Just a quick note to thank all those who made the “10/4 Event” such a 
success. We appreciate those who took time to be with us and have a wonderful time 
of worship and fellowship. Thanks to Debi and Damon who thoroughly blessed us 
with their music ministry. Debi brought her guitar and brought us into an atmosphere 
of worship recalling many of the old songs. Damon brought the house down with his 
energetic form of music. Even “Mother Goose” joined in on her rendition of “Because 
He Lives”. All in all it was a special evening. Thanks also to Bobbie and Joe, elders of 
New Spirit MCC, for their overwhelming help in getting things organized and pre-
pared. Do you know people who use Scriptures to condemn the community? Do you 
know people who use Leviticus, Romans, and I Corinthians as their standard scrip-
ture references to claim that our lives are “an abomination”? Currently Jubilee is plan-
ning a roundtable discussion dealing with “The Bible and Homosexuality”. Included 
in this discussion will be a video presentation by Matthew Vines. We are planning this 
presentation after the first of the year, so keep watching for more information and 
definitely make plans to attend. This could be a great way to open dialogue with those 
who have had questions about gays and had no outlet for a discussion. 
If you have friends that would like to receive our updates and information about 
Jubilee Cincinnati, let us know and we will be happy to contact them. Check out the 
Jubilee Cincinnati website www.jubileecincy.jimdo.com You can also follow us in twit-
ter @JubileeCincy and on Facebook www.facebook.com/jubileecincinnati 

Check us out!
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I Can’t Believe iteli
Right here. . .

Judy was right!  Surprise and excitement, all wrapped up around awesome. It’s 
the St. Louis you didn’t know.  From the coolest clubs in the Midwest to the best 
cuisine and culture you never expected.  Pack for the city that The Advocate called          
“…the LGBT beacon of the Midwest.” See you soon.

Check out our impressive packages at explorestlouis.com/LGBT
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More Arts for the Mind and the Mouth

My new adventures into theatre and wine continue. September included trips to The 
Palladium, The IRT and Beef and Boards. Each venue offers a "bar" to satisfy one's 
thirst and a setting designed to please one's visual and aural needs. Here are some col-
lections of what was on the stage and in the glass. 

The Palladium at the Centre for the Performing Arts — I enjoyed the 2013 Gover-
nor's Arts Awards featuring Indiana's own John Hiatt. 

He was dressed like a musician. Brown leather blazer. Cuffed dark blue jeans. Un-
tucked striped collared shirt. Clogs. Solid glasses. Solid voice. Simple truthful voice. 
And boy, can he still hit those notes. 

He reminisced about growing up on the city's north side on Central Avenue and near 
Butler where his mom worked as an overnight nurse treating the students who would 
come in "sick" at two in the morning. Hiatt chuckled. He said as a teenager he and 
friends would go sit on campus and smoke unfiltered cigarettes pretending to be stu-
dents. 

The sound of the Carillon is reflected and mentioned in one of his songs. His dad, he 
says, was a salesman and a great storyteller. "I hope his talent has rubbed off on me,” 
he said. His mom loved music and sang around the house. He got his first guitar at 
11 and his dad bought him an electric version a few years after. "That's all I wanted to 
do. Was to be a folksinger and a rock and roll singer. Music is where it's at," he said 
sincerely, then played a final tune for the rapt and appreciative audience. 

His performance suddenly made the Palladium feel a bit more personable. The even-
ing also featured awards and performances by other recipients.  The Arsenal Tech 
Show Choir "The Technicians" showcased two 50's era songs and their polished step 
and song fit the formal backdrop. The group "Not Too Bad Bluegrass Band" seemed 
lost in the space though their music was lyrical and satisfying.

Michael Feinstein at the piano crooning the lyrics to The Way We Were as a montage 
of films directed, produced or written by Sydney Pollock were viewed overhead (Pol-
lock directed that film by the way) was the PERFECT fit for the Palladium. Elegance. 
Formality. Perfection. 

Many many winding steps and staircases show off the spectacular circular building 
and marble floors. Not user friendly but visually appealing, I think. Small lobby leads 
into huge auditorium dotted with rows and rows of elegant balconies. A Jetson like 
lighting and sound system hangs from the ceiling. 

Unusual contrast of whgat I’d call “Beethoven Baroque meets Technology.” I arrived 
too late to check out the bar but after the programme I did indulge in a glass of Dark 
Horse Red Blend at home. It's a new label on the Indianapolis wine scene and I re-
cently saw it on the shelf at Trader Joe's. 

The red blend is rich, lush, and very smooth. Aromas of current and blackberry and 
plum. Reasonably priced at less than $8 a bottle. The old world style and new world 
pricing reminded me of my evening at The Palladium. A well packaged, satisfying 
combination of sights and sounds.

Indiana Repertory Theatre www.irtlive.com Another evening I ventured to the IRT 
to see The Crucible. My previous visits to that exquisite building have been to the Indi-
ana Roof Ballroom. I figure I have poured wine events there for almost 15 years, yet I 
had not been to the theatre. It was past time. 

The ensemble cast was terrific. The lighting and stage added so much to the feel and 
motion of the play. Just looking at the empty stage as it was set took me to old Salem. 
The actors worked together well. Intermixing drama with well-timed bits of comedy. 
The Arthur Miller play still reflects the current atmosphere of the country with its sub-
tle dose of politics, suspicion and man's ability to be swayed by the masses. 

The lower stage setting is really a great space for theatre. The seats are comfortable 
and spaced so you can see the stage from any aisle. And the venue isn't so large that 
you feel as if the actors are miles away. It is a very intimate setting that doesn't feel 
TOO tight or close.  

Once again, I was so intent on the show and during intermission toured the facility 
where you can see costumes and set instruction, that I didn't indulge in a wine from 

Jill’s 
Swill

Jill Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine

the bar. After the show I met a friend and DID have a glass. This one, too, reminded 
me of The Crucible as the wine like the play was a classic and something everyone 
should experience at least once — if not several times — in their life. J Brut Sparkling 
Wine from Sonoma County, California. Yeasty, bubbly with notes of tropical fruit and 
lush creamy finish. It should be a staple in everyone's wine cellar for the holidays. Af-
fordable, easy to find and never disappointing. 

Finally, I ventured to Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre. 

Recently, I visited Beef and Boards and again it was for the first time in many years. 
The theatre in the round setting seemed a little offbeat for the wide ranging Les Mis-
erables. 

I have never seen the play or the movie. I had read part of the book so was familiar 
with the story but not enough that I knew what would happen and who were the char-
acters, so this was truly a great first time experience. And what a treat. 

The intimate setting lent itself to my being able to easily follow the story. And the up 
close and personal setting seemed to enhance the relationship threads of the story. KU-
DOS to the local actors and the Broadway veterans who shared their talents and made 
this a memorable night for me.  

Les Miserables runs through the 24th of November and is worth seeing — whether it's 
your 1st time or your 5th.  

What wine for Les Miserables? Something French of course.  A lovely affordable Bor-
deaux called Chateau La Rame is available in the Indianapolis market. It's a blend of 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. Silky smooth with notes of black cherry, plum and 
just enough grippy tannins to make it a lovely red wine for that Thanksgiving turkey or 
holiday ham. Can be found in the $18-$20 range, which is a bargain for Bordeaux. 

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840
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www.dirtytease.net

1551 Bardstown Rd.

502-637-4601

Family owned and
operated since 2007

Where you can
wear your insides out!

Custom tees
made while you wait.

Lots of designs and
colors to choose from.

Come on in and
get teased!

Louisville, KY 40205
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4610 Outer Loop
Louisville, KY 40219
danielcmason@allstate.com

Daniel C. Mason
(502) 966-5178

Discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. 
© 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Equality is my policy.

35
98

9

I’ll treat you and your partner with respect 
and without judgment. I can help you save on 
car, homeowners, renters, life insurance, even 
retirement products. Call me today to get all 
the discounts you deserve.
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Turkeys are great for 
Thanksgiving...
Not so great if that 
describes your new home

When looking for a home or selling a home in the 

Muncie area, feel safe and sound when working with 

a Realtor®. Call me to make sure the only turkey in 

your life is on the Holiday table.

Duane Cook, REALTOR®

215.5168  duane.home@gmail.com

F. C. Tucker/Five Star Real Estate
3417 West Bethel Avenue, Suite E  •  765.289.2400
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Four

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
Right Here, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

You may recall that three years ago, a transgender patient was poorly-treated by hos-
pital staff. Instead of putting up a defensive front, the Ball leadership — in the midst 
of an historic acquisition by IU Health — took extensive time to seek appropriate bi, 
trans, lesbian and gay training for staff — with a heavy emphasis on the “T.” 

In particular, Indiana Equality and the Transgender Alliance and its leaders Vivian 
Benge and Jessica Wilch offered huge amounts of in-service training to hospital staff; 
all of which Ball Hospital welcomed with open arms.  

Indiana facilities which participated in this study passed with flying colours except 
for one critical area: training. Only the three hospitals noted above made that cut. You 
can bet that more hospitals will participate in the study in 2014, and the remaining 14 
which did not get “Leader” status will aggressively seek it.

Other Indiana hospitals taking part in the survey were Parkview Whitley County, 
Parkview Behavioural Health Ft. Wayne, Parkview Comprehensive Cancer Centre Ft. 
Wayne, Parkview Heart Institute Ft. Wayne, Parkview Randalia in Ft. Wayne, Parkview 
Ortho Hospital in Ft. Wayne, Parkview Outpatient Center in Ft. Wayne, Parkview 
Regional Medical Centre in Ft. Wayne, Parkview Women’s and Children’s Hospital in 
Ft. Wayne, VA Northern Indiana Regional Centre in Ft. Wayne, Parkview Huntington 
Hospital, IU Health system, Parkview Kendallville Hospital and Parkview LaGrange 
Hospital.

Hoosiers, if you don’t see your favourite hospital on this list ask them to participate in 
the 2014 study.

 

OHIO RESULTS

 Number of Respondents: 58. Healthcare “Leaders” : University of Cleveland Hospitals 
in Beechwood, Bedford & Chardon, Cleveland Case, Cleveland MacDonald Women’s, 
Cleveland Rainbow Babies and Chilren’s, Cleveland Cancer Centre; MetroHealth 
facilities in Beechwood, Cleveland Asia Town Centre, Cleveland Broadway, Cleveland 
Brooklyn, Cleveland Buckeye, Cleveland Lee-Harvard Health, Cleveland Old Brooklyn, 
Ohio Rehab Institute Cleveland, Pepper Pike Health Centre, Westlake Sleep Health 
Centre, Westlake Premier and Westlake Regional Health.

Also, theVA facilities in Chillicothe, Cleveland Louis Stokes Centre and their facility 
in Dayton; Cleveland Clinic main campus and facilities in Fairview, Euclid, Garfield 
Heights, Mayfield Heights, Geneva and Warrensville Heights; all University Hospital 
Cleveland facilities; Ohio State University facilities in Columbus and The University of 
Toledo Medical Centre.

 

MICHIGAN RESULTS

Respondents: 29. Healthcare “Leaders”: Ann Arbor VA facility; Henry Ford health Sys-
tem facilities in Ferndale, West Bloomfield, Wyandotte, Clinton Township, and two in 
Detroit; Detroit’s John Dingell VA Centre; Iron Mountain’s VA Regional Center, and the 
VA Saginaw centre.

ILLINOIS RESULTS

Respondents: 30. Healthcare “Leaders”: Advocate Masonic Hospital Chicago, Howard 
Brown Centre, Chicago, 18 different Cook County Hospital facilities in Chicago, Cic-
ero, Ford heights, Oak Forest, Phoenix and Robbins; Rush University Med Centre in 
Chicago, Roseland Hospital Chicago, VA facilities in Chicago (Jesse Brown) and Hines 
(James Lovell) and Northwestern Memorial Lake Forest.

The Illinois results contain some astounding facts: a hospital system founded for and 
catering to the poorest population (Cook County) managed to get almost all of its 
facilities to “Leader” status. And the City of Chicago is a remarkable place for lesbian, 
gay, bi & trans Americans to get sick.

 

 KENTUCKY RESULTS

Respondents: 3. Healthcare “Leaders”: Bon Secours System’s Bellfonte Hospital of 
Ashland and Eastern State Hospital in Lexington.

THANKSGIVING TURKEYS AND TOASTS

 

Turkeys: Indiana Attorney General Greg Zoeller for dragging a few school systems into 
a pointless lawsuit over the Affordable Care Act. And for using state money to hire 
extra legal help for that federal nonsense. Texas U.S. Sen Ted Cruz: Just because. 

Toasts: The Human Rights Campaign, U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Equality Federation, Pfizer, Gay Lesbian Medical Association — anyone else 
involved in the study noted above. It’s the first large-scale lesbian, gay, bi & trans 
healthcare review since Lambda Legal’s landmark 2010 survey, which provided shock-
ing examples of stark discrimination. Information is power.

Gobble gobble.

 

The National Organisation for Marriage (NOM) warned that North Carolina's attorney 
general is helping to usher in the "lawless destruction of democracy" following his an-
nouncement that he personally supports marriage equality, ignoring the fact that the 
he has promised to continue to defend that state's ban on same-sex marriage against 
legal challenges.

In an October message to NOM's supporters, President Brian Brown sounded an apo-
plectic note over the news that a North Carolina county official will begin accepting 
applications for same-sex marriage licenses. With the state's same-sex marriage ban 
under legal challenge, NOM sees nothing less than the future of democracy at stake in 
the fight, stating:

“In North Carolina, a lawsuit has been pending before the courts to strike down the 
state's Marriage Amendment — a law passed just last May and by 61% of the popular 
vote. But just this week North Carolina's attorney general, tasked with defending the 
voters' will in this case, compromised his integrity in that role by formally announcing 
his support for same-sex 'marriage.' Worse, he's headlining a fundraising event for a 
group that wants the courts to strike down the marriage law.

As if that were not bad enough, hot on the heels of the A.G.'s reckless announcement, a 
County Register of Deeds in North Carolina announced that he would begin accepting 
same-sex couples' applications for marriage licenses — a move we've seen before in 
states like New Mexico and Pennsylvania. This is the lawless destruction of democracy 
that we can expect to see spreading around the nation if we do not act today...”

Alarmist claims that democracy is under assault might serve as a fundraising boon for 
NOM, but Brown omitted a few key facts about the challenge to North Carolina's gay 
marriage ban.

Drew Reisinger, the register of deeds in Buncombe County (whose county seat is Ashe-
ville), has said that he'll hold the same-sex marriage licenses granted by his office as 
he awaits a legal opinion from Attorney General Roy Cooper. Cooper - whose personal 
support for marriage equality NOM deems "reckless" - has indicated that his personal 
views won't prevent him from "vigourously defending" the ban in court, according to 
The Raleigh News & Observer.

Considering that NOM blasted Attorney General Eric Holder for his 2011 announce-
ment that the Justice Department would no longer defend the constitutionality of the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), one would think that the organisation would laud 
Cooper for setting aside his personal views to uphold North Carolina's same-sex mar-
riage ban. But as public opinion continues to shift further away from its anti-equality 
cause, NOM will seize on anything it can to gin up outrage over invented controver-
sies.

— Report from Media Matters for America, a Web-based, not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) progres-
sive research and information center dedicated to comprehensively monitoring, analysing, 

NOM Again Fibs, 
This Time In N.C.

and correcting conservative misinformation in the U.S. media.
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1N. Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis
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Dining Out for Life®

Dine Out. Fight AIDS.

On December 4 when you dine at participating restaurants, a portion of your check 
will be donated to House of Ruth to support those with or affected by HIV/AIDS.  

Fifth Third Bank  ●  L & N Federal Credit Union ●  PNC Bank  ●  Passport Health Plan

Presented by:

www.houseofruth.net

Asiatique
Basa
Bistro Le Relais
Blue Dog Bakery
Bristol Bar & Grille
         • Highlands
         • Jeffersonville
Buck's Restaurant 
Cast Iron Steakhouse
          • Jeffersonville 
          • River Rd.
Chill Bar
Come Back Inn
          • Louisville
Comfy Cow
          •  Frankfort Ave. 
          •  UofL
          •  Westport Village
El Mundo 
English Grill
Flanagan's Ale House
Garage Bar
Gary’s on Spring
Goose Creek Diner
Habana Blues Tapas Restaurant

Havana Rumba
          •  Middletown
          •  St. Matthews
J Harrod's
Jack Binion’s Steakhouse
Legends
Lilly’s 
Marketplace Restaurant at Theater Sq.
Meridian Café
Napa River Grill 
O'Shea's Irish Pub
Patrick O'Shea's
Porcini
Proof on Main
Rocky’s Pizza & Panini
Rocky’s Sub Pub
Simply Thai
         • Middletown
         • St. Matthews
Taco Punk
The Bard's Town 
The Café
The Irish Rover
Uptown Café
Verbena Café

Supporting the Fight!
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Dear Dr. Fred: 
 
A life-long friend of mine (40+ years) retired a year ago when he was offered a buy-out 
by his company. He got a nice sum, a pension and has a well-off family so while he 
occasionally complains he “needs the money” he has not worked in a year and would 
never need to again financially. He does occupy some of his free time doing great 
volunteer work, writing some magazine pieces and tending his garden, etc. But there’s a 
problem I am having. 

My friend, I’ll call him Jordan, has almost every waking hour free and he texts, calls and 
instant messages me incessantly, often getting disgusted when I am busy or otherwise 
occupied. I have not retired, own a small business and have the day-to-day things I 
always have had to attend to — especially during the business day. 

I have tried explaining calmly and he always apologises, but two days later he’s back with 
35 texts and asking why I am not replying when I am in a business lunch or at a meeting 
which I’ve told him about earlier and put on my online calendar for him to see. 
 
I have yelled, screamed, texted “NOT NOW I AM WORKING!!!” in caps all to little avail. 
Jordan has bothered me at work, at the licence branch and even during sex! Jordan 
always says he’s sorry after I remind him I work, and he always says he’s my friend 
forever, but lately I wish I could tell him loudly he won’t be if he doesn’t get a grip on the 
fact I am still working and need to actually have some peace to make money and live with 
my partners since I do not get a pension and that I enjoy my job so have few plans to call 
it quits this year or next. 

I have tried literally every tactic — from rude to sweet and in person, in texts and by 
phone — but he never “gets it” for more than 48 hours. Short of changing my phone 
number, putting his texts and messages on ignore and leaving Facebook or really being a 
butt, do you have any suggestions? 
 
I love him as a bestie and in some ways am envious and wish I could retire, but I like 
what I do, don’t have his financial security and all my other friends seem to understand. I 
need help or else a 40+ year relationship is gonna be kaput! 
 
Sign me 
Hung up in Champaign

Dear Hung Up:
I’m reminded of an old saying. “Don’t worry about your enemies. May God protect 
you from family and friends.” Another one that comes to mind is, “Familiarity breeds 
contempt.” And yet another is, “We only hurt the ones we love.”

Why all this talk of old sayings? I think the importance of these axioms is that they 
represent some traditional folk wisdom about the down side of friendships. Normally 
we think of having friends as a good thing. Considerable research supports the idea 
that people who have close friends live longer, have fewer stress-related disorders, and 
function more productively in society.

But other statistics indicate just the opposite can also be true. Most murders, rapes 
and other violent crimes are perpetrated by family members or friends. Similarly, the 
crimes of child abuse, elder abuse and other forms of domestic violence are usually 
committed by a family member or friend. 

Clearly, friends and family are usually good for us . . . except when they’re not! And 
that’s the case now with Jordan.

Jordan obviously likes you tremendously and wants to be close to you; so much so, 
in fact, that he seems to have lost perspective on how different your lives are. The 
most salient aspect of this situation is that Jordan is retired and you’re not. This isn’t 
the first time I’ve heard this story either. I often hear clients’ complain about retired 
friends or family becoming “pests” in this way.

We might call this “selective amnesia.” Anyone who works for a living knows how hard 
it can be to juggle job and social schedules. But for some reason, some people, as soon 

as they retire, lapse into this “amnesia,” forgetting what it was like when they worked 
to find time to socialize, or even just talk and text. 

You have several options, as I see it. You can continue as is, ignore him when you 
have to, and just let him be ticked off. He’ll get over it. When you do have time to 
process things with him, just matter-of-factly remind him, “I’ve made this clear to you 
countless times before.”

Or you can have a firm “Come to Jesus” talk, almost like an alcohol or drug 
intervention. Tell him how much value his friendship. Then make clear things can’t 
go on as is, and you need him to change his behavior or you won’t be able to continue 
the friendship. And follow through on the latter step. If he challenges your boundaries 
again, give him some distance for a while. Let him see that you mean business.
Finally, you can let the friendship go kaput, as you say above. I hope it doesn’t come 
to that. But if he can’t respect your wishes and feelings, he’s not really a true friend, no 
matter how long you’ve known each other.

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW is a gay psychotherapist in Louisville. Write him at 
FredSchloemer@aol.com



Page 28       The Word   November  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com

By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Where Do Indiana & Kentucky Turn For Gay & 
Lesbian News?

Right Here, Of Course!
Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

317.632.8840 In Indianapolis

Catch DJ Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in Dayton.

 Hill’s Top Tunes. Based on dance floor results & requests, Not what he thinks is hot...

1 - Robin Thicke feat. T.I. & Pharrell - Blurred Lines (Liam Keegan / Anton Powers Mix)

2 - Katy Perry - Roar (Jump Smokers Mix)

3 - Lorde - Royals

4 - Britney Spears - Work Bitch

5 - Jennifer Lopez feat. Pitbull - Live It Up

6 - Enrique Iglesias - Turn The Night Up (Laidback Luke Mix)

7 - Daft Punk - Get Lucky (Hot Mouth & The Frederik)

8 - Lana Del Rey - Summertime Sadness (Dark Intensity Remix)

10 - Bruno Mars - Treasure (Cosmic Dawn Mix)

Hey, kids!!! DJ Hill here. I’m sayin’ “Give me some freakin’ YAY!” It’s November and we 
finally got the skeletons back in the closet and cleaned up the cobwebs. Time to make 
some room for the turkey!

This month’s topic: Beat Mixing.

Every professional DJ should know how to beat mix. It’s not just about picking the 
right song for a particular crowd. It’s all about going from one song to another without 
the crowd even noticing. Or killing the dance floor with a total “train wreck”. (a term 
describing two different beats and both songs playing during the trasition with the DJ 
too stupid to mix out of it making the crowd confused) “Where’s the down beat?” If the 
DJ doesn’t know then neither does the crowd!

These days it’s all about laptops and auto crap. Anyone can hit start and the system 
will automatically mix for you but it will still sound like crap. If you don’t physically 
touch a platter, wheel, plus or minus button then you are not a professional DJ. Period.

Which leads me to the laptop DJ’s who use USB devices. I’ll give them credit because 
hopefully they’re actually using them to beat mix and actually touching something to 
speed up or slow down and actually mix.

But let’s look at the history of beat mixing... It all started back in the 70’s with vinyl 
and DJ’s trying to mix from record to record. It was impossible (or nearly so) until 
finally pitch control was invented. (Thank you Technics Turntables.) Pitch control fixed 
everything because you could speed the sound up or slow it down a bit as needed. 
Problem solved. But wait. There’s more...

Enter the video era. I remember having to start mixing in video back in the 1470 days. 

That’s the club (now long-gone) in Dayton named 1470 West which was at Hills and 
Dales Shopping Center in suburban Dayton’s Kettering, Ohio. I had to do my video 
mixing on Beta at that! But it was possible. 

If you went from vinyl to video back to vinyl it could be done. And I wasn’t the only 
one. Those were the days of real talent in the booths and NOT automation. These days 
with the Pioneer DVD decks it’s just like mixing vinyl but in a video format. And it’s 
still better than the laptop auto crap.

It really doesn’t matter what equipment a DJ uses but how well they can choose the 
right songs and be able to mix them correctly and seamlessly. There is more to being a 
DJ than selecting a song on a menu and hitting the “go” button. Just sayin’.

Next month’s topic: REQUESTS. This will be a good one. So, don’t miss it.

Now, let’s get to the club mixes!

Havana Brown - Flashing Lights: Finally some club-worthy material. Several great 
mixes to make this mediocre top 40 thing a danceable hit. Normally the Razor n 
Guido mixes are my favourites, but this one just kind of stays steady throughout the 
mix. No ups and downs. 

And there’s the Richard Vission Mix. Starts out funky but then the middle just gets like 
the normal version sucking up the energy. But don’t worry kids. There’s the Dave Audé 
Mix which, as usual, throws energy throughout the mix.

Rihanna - What Now: That’s what I asked when I heard the original. Snoozer! But 
then I heard the R3hab mix. What a difference. Slow/fast. Slow/fast. What a roller-
coaster! A little heavy on the drill sounds though. Still the best mix I’ve heard so far on 
this one.

Justin Timberlake: Here’s one of those slow bump and grind kind of crap songs. 
Does it want to be a ballad or a hip hop version of an old NSync mess. Glad there was 
the Dark Intensity Mix. One of those “Turn a slow sob song into a dance hit” kind of 
mixes.

That’s it for now. December is coming which means the artists and labels are taking off 
for the holidays, so, that means fewer releases. But don’t worry. I’ll have something to 
say. Check me out at MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. 
I’d love to hear from you. Happy clubbing! And happy holidays!!!
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(317) 698-6306 • rkrautter@talktotucker.com
talktotucker.com/randy.krautter

talk to Randy Krautter, REALTOR®

Your Partner
in Real Estate

When you consider buying or selling a home, 

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
Right Here, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

22 November 2013 marks the 50th anniversary of the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy. The murder of America’s young, handsome, intelligent and dynamic 
president sent shock waves — not only around the U.S. but around the entire world. 
Despite the sprawling Warren Commission Report, which declared Lee Harvey Oswald 
the sole gunman responsible for Kennedy’s murder, generations of Americans have 
come to question the circumstances surrounding his death. Fifty years later, a slew of 
new books and a Hollywood movie have once again brought Kennedy’s charismatic 
and iconic — almost mythic — presidency back into the limelight.

Parkland, written and directed by Peter Landesman and produced by Tom Hanks, 
avoids embroiling itself in the numerous conspiracy theories that have surrounded 
Kennedy’s death. Instead, the film details the immediate aftermath of the assassination 
in Dallas, from the point of view of some of the major, and a few minor, actors in the 
drama.

Focusing on a handful of ordinary individuals — Dallas’s chief of the Secret Service, 
a young doctor at Parkland Hospital, a businessman with a home movie camera, 
the brother of Lee Harvey Oswald and various FBI agents and members of JFK’s 
security team — Parkland is a historical drama rather than a reconstruction of the 
assassination itself. 

The film opens with a number of ominous foreshadowings of what is to come: 
“Police in Dallas have mounted the largest security operation in history,” announces 
a newsreel voice prior to Kennedy’s visit. Footage of the president shows him being 
introduced to an assembly in Fort Worth moments before he sets off on the short drive 
to neighbouring Dallas: “We couldn’t let you leave Fort Worth without giving you this 
hat for protection against the rain,” says a dignitary nervously producing a Stetson 
from a box. “I’ll wear it in the White House on Monday,” replies Kennedy jovially.

While crowds line the street to greet Kennedy in Dallas, the audience is reminded 
that not everyone in the city shares America’s love affair with the president with the 
movie-star looks. One Dallas cop holds up a flyer bearing mug shot photos of Kennedy 
emblazoned with the header, ‘Wanted for Treason.’ “They are all over town,” adds a 
colleague.

The early scenes of Parkland are short, snappily edited sequences shot with hand-held 
cameras. This gives the film a documentary feel, as it switches back and forth between 
original newsreel footage and fictional scenes almost seamlessly. 

The sense of inevitability and urgency comes to a head as the motorcade arrives 
at Parkland Hospital following the assassination. We see the confusion, terror and 
paranoia manifest in the Secret Service agents and security personnel who arrive with 
weapons drawn, frantically trying to retrieve the stricken JFK from the limousine. One 
Secret Service agent struggles to avoid vomiting as he sees the president. We see blood 
on Jackie Kennedy’s face and covering the shirts and jackets of the agents carrying 
him onto a gurney.

After doctors unsuccessfully attempt to revive JFK, the film opens narratively into 
a series of episodes involving main characters Abraham Zapruder, Dr. Jim Carrico, 
Forrest Sorrells, James Hosty and Robert Oswald. These vignettes allow the audience 
to experience and identify with the emotions of these individuals in the aftermath of 
the assassination.

As Abraham Zapruder, the businessman who inadvertently filmed the assassination, 
Paul Giamatti provides the film’s emotional core. When we first meet him, he is like 
a small child, beaming at the prospect of glimpsing (never mind actually filming) the 
president. 

The audience doesn’t see the assassination of Kennedy onscreen, just Zapruder’s 
response to it as he holds his Bell and Howell 8 mm movie camera to his eyes. “Oh my 
God, they killed him,” he says with an incredulous look on his face. He is thoroughly 
traumatised by the experience of filming the 26 seconds of silent colour film that has 
now become intimately associated with the death of 35th President of the United 
States. 

Zapruder is one of a number of victims in a film that is largely about victims. 

Obviously, Kennedy is the film’s chief “victim.” But the character of JFK is a ghost in 
Parkland, a shadowy figure the film hovers around but shows only in glimpses. Apart 
from the newsreel footage of the real Kennedy, we rarely see the actor who portrays 
him in full view. We see him only from oblique angles, or surrounded by agents, or in 
quickly edited shots of his torso as he undergoes attempts to resuscitate him. 

Jackie Kennedy, likewise, is seen only fleetingly as another shocked bystander who has 
witnessed a horrific scene. She has few, if any, spoken lines. Her biggest contribution 
— and a poignant one it is — comes after she has silently watched the ER doctors and 
nurses trying to restart JFK’s heart. She steps forward towards the head nurse and 
almost guiltily hands over fragments of Kennedy’s skull and brain matter cradled in 
her bloodied, gloved hands. 

Dallas Secret Service chief Forrest Sorrells (Billy Bob Thornton), FBI agent James 
P. Hosty (Ron Livingston), and Parkland rookie surgeon Jim Carrico (Zac Efron), all 
wring their hands with guilt, feeling they could have done more to prevent the murder 
or, in the case of Carrico, save Kennedy. 

But regardless of whether Kennedy’s heart was still beating when he arrived at 
Parkland, the president was technically dead before his limousine reached the triple 
underpass leading to Stemmons Freeway.

Perhaps a more daring choice of character for Parkland to focus on is Robert Oswald, 
Lee Harvey Oswald’s brother, played by James Badge Dale. Like Zapruder, Oswald’s life 
is forever changed by the events of 22 November 1963. Like Zapruder, his reaction is 
one of quiet dignity as he tries to come to terms with what has happened.

In real life, Zapruder never really recovered from the assassination. He died seven 
years after Kennedy. One can only imagine what life must have been like for Robert 
Oswald, who despite being tainted by the association with his brother, never changed 
his name and spent the remainder of his life in Dallas.

Parkland’s tone veers dangerously close to melodrama at times. Its relentless assault 
on the audience’s emotions appears more suited to a made-for-TV drama, or mini-
series format than a feature film.

That aside, the film is a reminder that 50 years ago, the biggest victim of Kennedy’s 
assassination was, and still remains, America itself.
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 
Mz. Pink,

I have always been career-orientated. I knew I would get a good job and excel. I never 
put any thought in having a relationship, family or other friendships because of my 
mindset. I was okay with the way things were going, too. I mean I did have friends, but a 
relationship was low on the list of things I needed. 

Well, a few months back I met somebody unexpectedly. She is great, but a few days ago 
I was offered a promotion and a chance to relocate. It’s what I always wanted and the 
opportunity is here. I took the offer right away, but now I have to tell my girlfriend and 
break it off with her. I also have to tell my family that I am moving far away. I’m not sure 
how this will work out, but my job is my top priority right now and I have to do what’s 
right for me. How do I do this?

Moved in Indy.

Dear Moved,

It seems that you know what you want and have your mind made up. That is a good 
thing. Setting goals and reaching them is very important. Once you have that frame of 
mind you will almost never lose it. I commend you for doing what is right in your life 
for you! Congratulations on the promotion, you will do well!

As far as your family goes, I think you should do something sweet and thoughtful for 
them. A revealing party with a destination theme or something. Ease them in to where 
you are going and what you’ll be doing there. 

They are your family and they will understand why you took the promotion and they 
will be happy for you — sad that you’re moving, but happy you’re reaching your goals. 
You also don’t and won’t have to worry that they’re going to freak out on you for this 
decision. 

Your girlfriend on the other hand may be a different story.

When you break it to your girlfriend, let her know that this is something that you have 
been waiting for for a long time and that it has always been a goal of yours to get this 
promotion. Also let her know that although you enjoy her company and care about 
her, being in a relationship wasn’t something that you went out looking for (although 
this should have been something you communicated in the beginning so something 
like this could have at least been expressed and wouldn’t be such a surprise).

Just telling her might not be enough. Take her to dinner or coffee or go on some sort of 
date. Make her as comfortable as you can and then let her know about your promotion 
and your upcoming move. 

Be prepared for questions like, “Why can’t I go with you?” and “Why would you lead 
me on?” or “Don’t  you love me?” 

Just know that you will have to answer those questions and you should answer as 
honestly as possible. Don’t be hateful and don’t get angry — this is a situation that is 
going to be hard for her, especially if she included you in her long-term plans and then 
finds out that you don’t feel the same and that she was never a part of your future.

Don’t take her feelings lightly, but ease her into the news. Be honest and tell her that 
you will keep in touch as best as you can. Tell her you didn’t mean for this relationship 
to get as serious as it did and that you care for her, but this is something that you have 
worked very hard for. Hopefully she will be understanding and not try and argue or 
fight with you. 

Once you get through this revealing, remember that when you move, be honest and 
open with any other women that you meet. Tell them that you are career-orientated 
and that you aren’t looking for anything serious so if another promotion is in your 
future you won’t drop a bomb on a girl who thinks she is your top priority. Good luck 
with this situation and your promotion!

Mz. Pink

When It Comes To 
Downtown Living 

We Got All The Bases 
Covered!

*Hardwood floors,
*16ft. ceilings
*2 Blocks To Circle Centre
*1 Block To Lilly
*Supermarket Within 1 Mile
*Easy Interstate Access
*Free Indoor Parking Included

Rents From Just 
$775-$1800 Monthly

Immediate Occupancy!

A Taste Of Manhattan In 
Downtown Indianapolis!

Call 
800.849.4853



      The Word  November  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 35 

HOOSIER PARK RACING & CASINO

Just minutes North of Indy off I-69 at Exit 226 in Anderson

Indiana’s Best Paying Slots!

(800) 526-7223 • HoosierPark.com

Midwest Gaming and Travel Magazine

INDIANA’S BEST

24-HOURS

It’s not just MORE EXCITING at Hoosier Park...it’s TASTIER TOO!

22
FIRST-PLACE 

AWARDS

ANOTHER

Club Centaur membership required. Membership is free. One (1) coupon per person per valid period. Free 
Play is redeemable for Casino Cash, which is available on slot machines while playing and expires at midnight 
two (2) calendar days after redemption. Valid at Hoosier Park Racing & Casino only. Management reserves 
all rights. Must be 21 or older. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT. Word/UDT-7846

Present coupon at Hoosier Park’s Club Centaur for redemption. 
Valid Now thru Nov. 30, 2013

$10 CASINO CASH
Good for FREE Slot Play.
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ATTACK of the recurring Syphilis!

Its Back!

Fall’s Here & Winter 
Is Fast Approaching

BE PART OF THE YOU ARE THERE SERIES
NOW OPEN

PRESENTED BY STAN AND SANDY HURT

www.indianahistory.org | (317) 232-1882

D OW N TOW N  O N  T H E  C A N A L  |  I N D I A N A P O L I S
EUGENE AND MARILYN GLICK INDIANA HISTORY CENTER

Your
face
here
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
We bet you have indirectly used an app called HotSchedules and never known it, but 
if you got a smiling server to bring you food or drink at restaurants like Rock Bottom, 
Palomino or a host of others, then you unknowingly used it.

Have you ever checked out at the Apple store? Then you might not have realised it, but 
the happy person who checked you out (and asked “Do you want that receipt e-mailed 
to you?”) used another app you have likely never seen or heard of.

Welcome to the “hidden” world of the internet, where life is fine and dandy and where 
there exist hundreds, if not thousands, of apps and programmes you probably never 
heard of and cannot access but which touch your and my daily lives. Some are more 
visible than others, and some are so well-hidden that they can only be accessed from 
computers, iPads or iPods on certain company or government networks. And all of 
them have their very own functions.

A few of them are in plain sight, but without the “tools” which go along they are 
useless to the average person. That first one I mentioned, HotSchedules, is one such. 
Do a search on the app store and you will find it. It’s there in plain sight and costs 
$2.99, but reading the fine print it says, “Requires a valid and current HotSchedules 
user account,” meaning that if you do not work for a business (and they are mostly, but 
not entirely restaurants) which provides you with a user account, having the app will 
get you nothing. No access and no information.

Go to work at a restaurant using it, 
add in your user name, password and 
personal work info and you will get 
to see your schedule, available free 
shifts you might want to “pick up” for 
extra hours and income and you might 
even be allowed to swap shifts, request 
future days off and more, all while the 
app reports what you’ve requested and 
signed up for to the boss, plus keeping 
her or him informed who is due to 
do what when and whom to pay for 
it. It’s something that pen and paper 
schedules from “back in the day” never 
allowed and it’s all a part of the hidden 
internet.

There are also the receipt, check-out 
and reservation apps and programmes 
which more and more hotels, stores 
and restaurants now use. Pay for 
something at the farmer’s market, 
gay pride or that school festival at 
the park and there’s a decent chance 
if you charge you will get to use an 
app called Square or one of it’s cloned 
competitors. They all are business-

to-business apps which allow companies (large and 
small) to accept credit cards anywhere, anytime. The 
app comes with a small square holder which has a credit 
card “swipe” feature imbedded so it can accept your 
card, check out it’s approval and then you can sign with 
a finger or stylus — whether you be at home, an office or 
at the local fairgrounds. 

Want or need a receipt? Enter a valid e-mail address 
and Square will send you an electronic copy, complete 
with your signature, and the full itemised list of what 
you bought and how much you paid for it. Meanwhile 
the merchant gets an e-mail showing that same screen 
(signature and all) and an amount which can be cleared 
at the end of the day so funds go directly into his or 
her bank account and they can check off just who paid, 

when and how much. Still need more hidden apps? There are specialised ones which 
restaurants use (some in association with the very popular Open Table website and 
app) which allow management of incoming reservation requests. You might book that 
6.45 at Palomino, Eagle’s Nest or Fogo with a few clicks, but at their end they need to 
know where they are going to seat you, how many are in your party and any special 
requests, such as a table not a booth or a birthday party or more.

Other businesses use reservation apps and programmes to allow iPads to be used at 
a hotel or restaurant’s front desk. At more than one Indianapolis eatery a table plan 
appears for the host or hostess on a host station iPad so he or she knows not only 
what’s available, but when someone was seated, who their waiter or waitress is and 
more. That’s partner Ivan, above, checking out the iPad system they use at Fountain 
Square’s Santorini Greek Kitchen with owner Jeanette Sawi.

Some firms have very well hidden private apps. Remember we mentioned Apple 
earlier? They have Easy Pay, Mobile Genius and Concierge apps just to mention three. 
They can only be installed on Apple devices in the Apple stores and only work when 
connected to Apple store servers. 

Designed by Apple software engineers for Apple employee use, they are great examples 
of what’s out there in the hidden corporate world, though they are far, far from 
alone as a lot of big corporations have apps that are designed and written for their 
employees and have to be installed the same way. Most of those we “civilians” never 
even get to see or find out about aside from when they are used to help us check in, 
out or order a meal or room.

And speaking of civilians, the governments (U.S., states and others here and abroad) 
all have apps, programmes and areas of the internet where they operate. 

This can be anything from taxpayer help to the Bureau of Motor Vehicles to things 
which are much more immediate. In the UK there’s one where you can access the 
National Health Service and check with a nurse or database if you are ill. 

In the U.S. everything from renewing your car plates to checking who owns your 
favourite radio station is possible if you know where or can find out where and how to 
look. And trust me, there are many more the military and other agencies use that we 
can’t see, know about or ever find.

So why am I writing about this topic? Easy! Because I am always fascinated by all 
things internet and how a lot of the stuff you and I do everyday works. While most 
restaurants, stores and other places will let you “see” if you ask, a lot won’t because 
it’s against policy or the rules, which is why we get to write this column and share our 
knowledge.

Next month, some of our annual ideas for holiday gifts...and this year looks to have a 
lot of choices from a number of different manufacturers. See you in December when 
we help you wrap up your holidays with just a few clicks and then you can put your 
feet up and hope someone got you that special electronic gift, too.
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by Matt Ponder

pecs
A few weeks ago, I overheard two young boys talking in the hyperactive, rushed tones 
that could only come from the fourth grade. I missed the gist of the conversation, but 
I did overhear this gem: “You have a girlfriend? That is so gay!” I don’t condone using 
that word in a derogatory sense, of course, but I couldn’t help being amused at how it 
was used in the context of the sentence. I couldn’t help but wonder: what is gay these 
days?   

Not so long ago, the gay culture that defines us was as rich and varied as the men and 
women who fought so hard to establish our foothold in history. Now the culture itself 
is fading as we deconstruct our subcultures into smaller and smaller pieces. Soon it 
will be impossible to distinguish between what is gay and what is straight.

Sure, that’s what we’ve all dreamed of — a world where we would be treated as equals 
and being gay would be a non-issue. A world where we could get married and have 
a family and lead lives of quiet normalcy. But once upon a time, being gay was what 
helped us define ourselves as individuals and with each new step forward we leave a 
little more of that behind. 

Maybe it is this very notion that continues to fuel the homophobia which rears its ugly 
head in smaller towns and in other countries around the world. The fact that one day 
we will all be the same seems to scare the hell out of the religious fanatics who breathe 
fire and brimstone around their fundamentalism, and the extremists to be found in 
Iran, Nigeria, Mauritania, Uganda, Sudan, Somalia, Yemen and United Arab Emirates, 
where the punishment for homosexuality is death.

Not all countries respond to homosexuality with capital punishment, but where 
different cultures take root, so do different attitudes toward those who are different. I 
often wonder if I would have more in common with a gay man who grew up in Africa 
or Japan than his straight countrymen would have with straight men in America. 
Within the boundaries of heterosexuality, the only thing that separates people around 
the globe are the cultures of their country, but when two people are gay, they have a 
shared bond and experience that seems to transcend their nation’s heritage and its 
traditions. 

We all have to face the same things such as the pain of coming out and the search for 
others like ourselves, not only for friendship but for companionship as well, all under 
the constant fear of society’s repercussions. The gay culture binds us as one global 
fraternity.

So what exactly is gay culture? Like any other culture it is merely the customs, 
arts, social institutions and achievements of our community and how they will be 
remembered in history. The culture itself is still pretty young — if you consider 
40-something years to be young — and it all began with a defining event on the 28th 
of June 1969 at the Stonewall Inn in New York. From these spontaneous, violent 
demonstrations against the police a new revolution was born as small communities 
grew in urban areas where sex was the glue that bound the people together in 
bathhouses and bars. 

But with every revolution there are casualties. Harvey Milk, the first openly gay man 
to be elected to a substantial political office was assassinated on the 27th of November 
1978, and a mere three years later, the first case of AIDS was reported, drawing a dark 
and poison curtain over our newfound liberation. 

Fear and death held the community in their iron grip. An entire generation of pioneers 
was wiped out as the plague swept through us without mercy. You would think that 
something so devastating would destroy the fragile beginnings of our subculture, but 
instead it bound us together as we mobilised politically and made sure the world saw 
all of the victims names stitched into a massive quilt. It also showed the world that we 
could not and would not be stopped. Who knows how Harvey Milk would have guided 

us through this dark chapter in our history if his life had not been cut short, even 
though his death inspired many, including Cleve Jones, who later envisioned the AIDS 
quilt that served as a reminder to those we had lost along the way.  

When the plague receded as treatments advanced in the mid-90s, it seemed that 
sexuality exploded again with the advent of the circuit, where sex and drugs coiled 
around a throbbing dance beat as it had just 20 years before. 

Why worry about a disease that could be controlled when you are fucked up in a 
sweaty crowd of perfect bodies? And why think about a generation that paved the way 
when being gay in a big city is as accepted as every other supporting character on 
television? 

Nowadays, instead of speaking about homosexuality in hushed whispers, it is met 
with shining examples of out-and-proud citizens of the world. On the one hand, it is a 
stellar accomplishment that today’s gay youth have so many role models and examples, 
but on the other hand, it lessens the pressure for them to become role models 
themselves.  

A gay child born today will grow up knowing that in many parts of the United States 
and the world, gay couples can get married, which will result in a sense of normality 
and self-worth that previous generations could not even fathom. 

And as the Internet expands, reaching further into our lives until the inevitable chip 
is implanted in our brains, it will reduce the need to be out in the community where 
socialisation actually occurs. 

When I was 17 and walked into my first gay bar (after acquiring my first fake ID) I was 
blown away by all of the gay people who I never knew existed. It was a world where I 
could be myself and be around others like me, drinking and dancing and hooking up, 
all with a soundtrack of 120 beats-per-minute. Will the gay bar scene dissipate as well? 
Will the gay community follow the lead of the Borg on Star Trek and assimilate?

Trading in your cockring for a wedding ring doesn’t make you any less gay. It just 
means we have realised that our culture is not defined by sex the way it used to be — 
or at least the way most of society perceived it. 

Sex is a part of gay and straight society — who doesn’t like getting laid? — but at its 
core it is about love and happiness, regardless of who you are or who you choose to 
spend your life with. We will always be a minority no matter how far our strides take 
us. 

Remembering how our history was created keeps our culture alive and there is still 
plenty of work to be done to redefine to the world what it means to be gay. Find your 
voice. Speak out. Take giant leaps forward but never forget who you are or who you 
were. There can be no revolution without evolution. 

Where Does Indiana Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
Right Here, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 317/632.8840 In Indianapolis
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Lunatic�
from the� Gracious Days�

An evening with RUTH DIX!�

Saturday, Nov. 9, 2013  4:15ĐpmĐ
    IMA�Toby�Theater�

a�film�by�Kent J.�Henry�

Tickets & information:�
indylgbtfilmfest.com�
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Anthony       eam realty
Covering all your real estate needs when you need us.

www.AnthonyTeamRealty.com

Jim
Anthony
REALTOR® 

Jessica Klopfer, ASSISTANT • David Lowery, STAGING

317.488.1673

Diane Cassidy
REALTOR®

Rena Swails
REALTOR®  

F.C. Tucker Co., Inc.

INDIANAPOLIS—A sold-out house enjoyed the annual 
Damien Centre Grande Masquerade 19th October in the 
Westin’s Grand Ballroom. Congrats to the crew from 
McNamara Florists on their win of the annual Florence 
L. Elias Compassion Award (top left), and to the “la-
dies” of gayindy.com (at right) for taking first place in 
the annual costume contest. 

Word photos by Ivan Howard & Ted Fleischaker
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Open Weekdays For 
Breakfast & Lunch, Too

At 116 N. Delaware 
Across From City Market

P.S. If You Can’t Come To Us, We’ll 
Come To You — 

We Cater At Home Or Office!

Fall’s Work Days 
Mean Office & 

School Lunches
And Who Better Than 
Stars To Cater Them 

For You At Your 
School Or Office?
Small Or Large 

Meetings Or Groups, 
We Come To You!

Ad Sponsored By
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For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Downtown Serenity AlAnon Family
Group

(New  (as of June 2012) Group Meeting in Downtown Indianapolis)

Thursdays at 6 pm

Roberts Park United Methodist Church
(Library)

401 N. Delaware Street
Indianapolis, IN  46204

Free parking is available in the lot east of the church. If you park on the
street be aware the meters are in effect until 9 pm.

Use the “office” entrance on Vermont Street and follow the signs to the
Library (located near the Delaware Street entrance).

There will be no separate beginner meetings at this location, but beginners
are welcomed and encouraged to attend.

Questions?
Contact Jim D.
317.513.8229
downtownafg@hotmail.com

24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628   18+   ©2013 PC LLC    www.MegaMatesMen.com    2542

1-888-
 MegaMatesTM

For other local 
numbers call: 

FREE CODE:
Indy Word

Indianapolis

(317) 322.9000
Chicago
(312) 726.6342
Dayton
(937) 395.9001
Columbus
(614) 888.7777
Cincinnati
(513) 821.4500
Louisville
(502) 561.6666

WARNING
HOT GUYS!

TO LISTEN &
REPLY TO ADS!

FREE
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

I hope you enjoyed what most thought was the great Summer and Autumn weather. 
Alas, though, to some of us (NOT my publisher who adores snow and cold!) Winter 
is just around the corner. This month we have tennis and volleyball tournament news 
plus we are off to “The D” for a long weekend!
 

Tennis Tournament A Success
The IndyTennis 10th annual tournament 
featured 86 players from as far away 
as Spain (and also from Columbus and 
Toronto). Now, some team members 
are off to New Orleans for another 
tournament. For a listing of November 
tennis meets, visit www.glta.net

Cincinnati Volleyball Team Comes 
Home With Prize

The Circle City Classic Fest volleyball 
tournament held recently in Plainfield, 
Indiana, was also a big success. 
Congratulations to our area’s own 
Brady Bunch team from Cincinnati 
which came in third in the BB Division. 
Thanks for Jen for her hard work on the 
Circle City Classic tournament again 
this year, too. 

For November volleyball tournaments, 
visit www.nagva.org where you will find 
information on upcoming meets this 
month in New York, Pittsburgh and 

Sacramento. 

To join the 
Indianapolis volleyball 
team, go to www.
circlecityfest.com, or 
find them on Facebook 
at https://www.
facebook.com/groups/
circlecityfest/

  
Naptown Roller Girls 

Season Opener
The Naptown Roller 
Girls season starts 
28th December at 
the Blue Ribbon 
Pavilion at the Indiana 
State Fairgrounds. 
Details at www.
naptownrollergirls.
com or via phone on 
317/522.1958.
 
Gay Games Cleveland 
/ Akron Registration 

Now Open
Gay Games 2014 will be 
in Cleveland & Akron. 
Registration is now 
open for the Summer 
event. (www.GG9cle.
com). The Games will 
run from 9th through 
16th August. Also, it 

was announced recently by the Gay Games Association that Gay Games 2018 will be 
in Gay Paris.
 

Frontrunners Hold Annual Meeting
The Indianapolis Frontrunners annual members meeting will be 2nd November. 
The group meets at 6.30 p.m. Tuesdays at the Zoo and Saturdays at 10 a.m. at 
Butler’s Hinkle Fieldhouse for a run/walk.  Every third Tuesday of the month they 
also go out to dinner afterwards. Speaking of running, don’t miss the Drumstick 
Dash on Thanksgiving morning in Broad Ripple in Indianapolis. Details at www.
Drumstickdash.org. The event is a benefit for The Wheeler Mission.
  

TRAVEL TO THE D
This month we are off to a visit to “The D”, a region of 4.5 million plus folks right next 
door to Canada way better known as The Motor City. It’s Detroit, of course and I am 
not joking — there is a lot to see and do there.

How tied up with the history of the automobile is the “Motor City”? Well so tied up 
that the easy-to-navigate freeway system has an expressway named for each of the 
“Big Three” automakers. And one of the major hotels (recently reopened after a multi-
million dollar total redo from a derelict building to sparking) is named the Westin 
Book Cadillac Hotel! Oh, and if you are driving here (Who isn’t?) you can go 70 m.p.h. 
around town on those freeways.

The D -- which stands for Detroit -- is an easy drive for most readers. I took the new 
Fort to Port freeway (U.S. 24) from Fort Wayne to Toledo, and then up I-75 to Detroit. 
This shaves a half hour off the trip versus the I-69 to I-94 method, but you do miss 
some great German food at Win Schuler’s in Marshall, Michigan. 

Don’t wanna drive? You can try the new Baron’s Bus to Detroit with service from 
Cincinnati and Indianapolis. Another option is to take the Amtrak train to Royal Oak, 
Dearborn or Detroit from Chicago and that means a lengthy connection. 

Once in Detroit, there is a lot to do:

Detroit: Visit the Detroit Institute of Arts. Explore the new riverfront trail downtown. 
Eat dinner in Greektown. Gamble at the casinos. Take in a Red Wings hockey game. 
 
Don’t miss the Thanksgiving Parade if you’ll be in town on the 28th of November 
(www.theparade.org). It’s a must. Get some exercise in the Turkey Trot before the 
parade. More ideas at www.visitdetroit.com
 
In suburban Royal Oak: Eat and drink at Prontos on Washington Street. The combo 
bar-restaurant has great food and great people watching. Stay at the Fairfield Inn in 
nearby Madison Heights (right off I-75 at 14 Mile Road). Of course the publisher likes 
the Book Cadillac, but it can be pricy, even at Priceline.
 
Other things to do? Run with the Frontrunners Saturdays at 9.30 a.m. (meet in front 
of Pronto’s). Or shop the farmer’s market on Saturdays near the Library in downtown 
Royal Oak. Also do not miss Dearborn, where you’ll find the Henry Ford Museum (and 
village).
 
Got a passport? If so hop over to Windsor, Ontario. Take the Ambassador Bridge or 
Tunnel over and do some Canadian shopping. There’s a Hudson’s Bay branch here and 
a lot more. Walk along the riverfront paths downtown. Swim at the city indoor pool. 
Pick up a copy of The Globe and Mail (Canada’s answer to The New York Times) or 
watch The Mercer Report (a comedy which often pokes fun at its neighbours) at www.
cbc.ca which is on Channel 9 throughout the region. Practice your French by listening 
to AM 1550, the Societe de Radio Canada French CBC station and remember that 
everywhere you go, Canada is bilingual. More Windsor ideas – including nearby Pt. 
Peele National Park — at www.visitwindsoressex.com 
 
Elsewhere in the area, visit Ann Arbor and swim with the AQUA swim club on 
Sundays. Have a drink at The Nectarine. Enjoy the beautiful University of Michigan 
campus. Pick up a copy of Between the Lines, Metra Magazine (www.metramagazine.
com), or OP Magazine (www.facebook.com/OPmag) for more fun ideas.
 
You won’t run out of things to do in the Detroit/Windsor Area, which will make you 
wonder why the New York Times and others insist on bashing the region in almost 
daily stories but almost ignore the great things I found going on. To me, Detroit is a 
highly under-rated major metro area and the only one so close to another country.   
Just remember there really ARE bad areas and a lot of urban blight so use common 
sense when you travel and always stay safe!
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At Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis, where I teach, the gay, 
lesbian, bi & trans faculty and staff hold an annual dinner in October — the Harvey 
Milk Dinner. This was the 4th year of the event and I’ve been honoured to emcee the 
last two. This year, 275 people attended, including a significant percentage of the 
“bigwigs” on campus — from the chancellor on down.

As I looked over the crowd, I couldn’t help wondering what Harvey Milk would 
think if he were still alive to see what he and a few other brave pioneers had 
wrought.

As readers of this column undoubtedly know, Harvey Milk was the first openly gay 
person elected to public office in California (and probably, in the U.S.). Born in 
1930, Milk moved from New York to San Francisco in 1972 at a time when there 
was a significant migration of gay men to the city’s Castro District. 

Although he hadn’t been particularly political in his earlier life, he became involved 
with the growing political activism and economic influence of the Castro, and with 
the early fight for gay rights. 

Milk wasn’t immediately successful. He ran losing campaigns for political office 
three times. But he was by all accounts charismatic, and his highly theatrical 
campaigns earned him increasing popularity. Milk finally won a seat as a city 
supervisor (what most places call city councilors) in 1977.  

He served almost 11 months in office and is credited with the passage of a gay 
rights ordinance. On 27th November 1978, Milk and Mayor George Moscone were 
murdered by Dan White, a mentally troubled city supervisor who had recently 
resigned but wanted his job back. 

Eleven months is a pretty short career in politics or anything else. But Milk had 
started something and that something has snowballed. Since his death, relatives 
have established a foundation in his name, he was posthumously awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom and the Post Office has just announced the issuance 
of a Harvey Milk postage stamp.

Why did Milk have such an impact? 

Why did a brief 11-month stint in a relatively low-level office leave such a legacy?

I can only speculate, but I think most Americans — at least those not deeply 
invested in hate and homophobia — respond to obvious injustice when they can’t 
avoid confronting it. What Harvey Milk did — and what every single gay person 
who has had the courage to come out has done — is insist on visibility. 

I often think about an illuminating conversation I had several years ago. I was 
the executive director of Indiana’s ACLU and we wanted to give one of our annual 
awards to the West Lafayette City Council, which had amended the city’s Human 
Rights Ordinance by adding sexual orientation to the list of protected categories. 

Since awards from the ACLU can be a mixed blessing to elected officials, I called the 
clerk to see whether the councillors would accept the honour. She turned out to be a 
chatty soul and confided that when the amendment was first offered, she thought it 
was silly. No one was discriminating against gay people — at least not that she was 
aware of.

Then there were hearings and the church buses rolled. People came out of the 
woodwork to oppose the measure, and their behaviour was anything but Christian. 
She was appalled. As she said, “I’d had no idea! Those people showed me how 
important the amendment really was.”

So make yourself visible and make it impossible for the “good people” to ignore the 
ugliness of injustice. 

That is the lesson we should take from Harvey Milk and the thousands of brave gay, 
lesbian, bi & trans people whose names we don’t know. 

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
To The Region’s Best & Largest Gay Newspaper, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

120 East Market Street, Suite 370 , Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317.236.0477  / 317.454.0732 (Fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

Depending when you are reading this, Halloween is either upon us or has just hap-
pened. Of course, whether you’re navigating the dark corridors of a “haunted house” 
or just dealing with the “creepy” characters coming to your door demanding candy, 
you’re probably not too fearful of the sights of the season. But as you go through life, 
you’ll want to avoid some things that really are scary — such as these investment 
moves:

Chasing after a “hot” investment — By the time you hear about a supposedly “hot” 
investment, it may already be cooling off. But even more importantly, it might not 
have been appropriate for your diversification needs in the first place, especially if you 
already own similar investments.

Investing too aggressively — To achieve your long-term goals, such as a comfortable 
retirement, you will unquestionably need to own a reasonable percentage of growth-
oriented investments in your portfolio. However, the greater the potential reward, the 
greater the risk, so you don’t want to go overboard by investing too aggressively.

Investing too conservatively — Some types of investments can offer a high degree 
of preservation of principal. But they carry their own type of risk — the risk of not 
keeping up with inflation. Consequently, just as it’s not a good idea to invest too ag-
gressively and own only growth-oriented investments, it’s also not wise to invest too 
conservatively by owning only those vehicles that sacrifice growth potential for princi-
pal protection. 

Following the crowd — In many arenas of life, you’ll find that it may make sense 
to go your own way rather than “follow the crowd.” And that’s usually the case with 
investing, too. It’s quite common for the “crowd” to collectively make an unwise invest-
ment decision so make your choices based on your individual needs, goals, risk toler-
ance and time horizon.

Taking a time out from investing — After sustaining big losses during the financial 
crisis of 2008, many investors decided to take a “time out” from investing which meant 
they may have missed out on the rally that began in 2009 and ultimately resulted in 
the financial markets achieving record highs. The best investors just keep on investing 
right through market downturns — and, quite often, their persistence is rewarded.

Overreacting to the headlines — Too often people will make long-term changes to 
their investment strategy in response to short-term news events, such as political tur-
moil, a bad economic report and even natural disasters. You’ll likely help your cause 
tomorrow by not overreacting to the headlines today.

Underreacting to changes in your life — You will experience many changes in your 
life, such as a new job, new boy or girl friend, break-up with a longtime partner, a new 
home and so on. Many of these changes may require altering your investment strategy. 
You could jeopardise your progress toward your financial goals by not reviewing this 
strategy regularly (at least once a year) in consultation with your financial advisor, CPA 
or estate planner and making the necessary adjustments in response to your evolving 
life. 

By staying away from “scary” investment moves, you may well find that investing can 
be a positive, productive experience. And that’s not a frightening thought at all, regard-
less of whether Halloween is still ahead or in your rearview mirror.

Speaking of this time of year, at many places of work, it’s “open enrollment” season — 
the time where you get to make changes to the various benefits you receive from your 
employer. As you review your overall benefits package, what areas should you focus 
on?

Here are three possibilities:

Life insurance — If your employer offers life insurance as a benefit and you haven’t 
already signed up for it, consider adding it during the open enrollment period because 
life insurance can be important to your and your partner’s financial security. If you 
already have life insurance with your employer, you may want to take the time, dur-
ing open enrollment, to review your beneficiary designations. If you’ve experienced a 
change in your situation, such as a boyfriend walking out on you or a new love or the 
death of a partner or brother or sister you’ll likely want to update your beneficiaries, as 
needed.

 
However, the amount of life insurance offered by your employer in a group policy may 
not be sufficient for your needs, so you may want to consult with a financial profes-
sional to determine if you should add private or individual coverage, too. You may find 
that individual coverage is comparable in terms of cost to your employer’s offering. 
Also, individual coverage is “portable” — that is, you can take it with you if you change 
jobs, which not all employer-back schemes will permit. Be sure to ask if you are in 
doubt.  
 
Disability insurance — Your employer may also offer disability insurance as a low-
cost benefit. The coverage can be valuable. In fact, nearly one in three women and 
about one in four men can expect to suffer a disability that keeps them out of work for 
90 days or longer at some point during their working years, according to the Life and 
Health Insurance Foundation for Education (LIFE). Again, as was the case with life 
insurance, your employer’s disability policy may not be enough for your needs, so you 
may need to consider additional coverage, especially if you work in what is termed a 
“high risk” profession.
 
Retirement plan — Your employer may offer a 401(k) or similar retirement plan, 
such as a 403(b) plan, if you work for an educational institution or a non-profit or-
ganisation or a 457(b) plan, if you work for a governmental unit. All these plans offer 
the chance to contribute pre-tax dollars so the more you put in, the lower your taxable 
income. Equally important, your earnings can grow tax deferred, which means your 
money can accumulate faster than if it were placed in an account on which you paid 
taxes every year.

Consequently, try to contribute as much as you can possibly afford to your 401(k) or 
other employer-sponsored plan. If you’ve had a raise recently, consider boosting your 
contributions during open enrollment. Also, take this opportunity to review the array 
of investments you’ve chosen. If you feel that they’re underperforming and not provid-
ing you with the growth opportunities you need, you may want to consider making 
some changes. You might also think about making adjustments if your portfolio has 
shown more volatility than the level with which you are comfortable. 

Open enrollment season gives you the perfect opportunity to maximise those benefits 
offered to you by your employer so think carefully about what you’ve got and what 
improvements you can make — it will be time well spent.
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We come to you with our Brazilian Style Charcoal Grill
Featuring the Freshest Choice & Prime Meats, Sides & More

We cater any event - From 10 or more, Indoor Or Out

Call Us For Your Holiday Parties, O�ce Get-Togethers, Weddings, Birthdays & More
We Put The “Special” In Special events From Just $30 Per Person 

We Do It All

Call Or e-Mail Today For A Quote & More Information!

Tradicao Brazilian Grill
“Where We Keep The Brazilian Style Alive”TBG

(317) 840-6748
www.tradicaobraziliangrill.com

tradicaobraziliangrill@hotmail.com
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Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Medical 
Matters

To keep our lawyers happy, be advised that the recommendations 
which are contained in this column are suggestions, but are not to be 

taken as medical advice. Always consult your physician or a healthcare 
professional before taking any medications, undertaking any physical 

fitness or other exercise programme.

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
To The Region’s Best & Largest Gay Newspaper, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

November.... The time of turkey, family get-togethers and the coming of cold weather, 
which sadly brings along flu, colds and other maladies we don’t see or read about the 
rest of the year.

So what to do? When to call the doctor and when to just tough it out? When to stay 
home and call in at work and when to go in anyway? And when to avoid folks, even if 
it means missing that family dinner or other event you may have waited all year for?

We do not pretend to have all of the answers, but we have talked to some of our 
medical folks and here are a few of their suggestions...

—The first and most obvious thing you can do if you have not yet done so is to get 
a flu shot. We talked all about those last month, but as of this writing a lot of folks, 
including this author, have just not found or made the time to get a flu jab. Our two 
words of advice: Do It! The flu shot will not “save” you from each and every round 
of the flu passing through the Midwest this Fall & Winter, but it will offer some help 
even if the “brand” of flu which ends up being most frequent doesn’t exactly match the 
predicted one in the shot. Most doctors, drugstores and even some supermarkets give 
the shot and most (though not quite all) health insurance plans will pick up the tab as 
part of “preventative treatment.”  Your health insurance company would way rather 
spring for a few bucks to keep you well than pay and pay if you get critically sick and 
land in hospital. If you have not yet done so, get a flu shot. 

Also, especially if you are as ancient as this writer and thus over 50, consider a 
pneumonia shot, too. You may have only three of the latter in your lifetime and we’re 
told about 50, about 60 and about 70 are the best times for those. Pneumonia shots, 
like flu shots, are not 100% effective but speaking as someone who’s had pneumonia 
(twice!) I can testify that anything to make it less painful is a good thing. Ask your 
doctor about pneumonia shots if you are 50+ and again most health plans will pay.

—Second, when to call the doctor if you do get sick? Well, this one’s different 
for everyone, so “read” what your body is trying to tell you. If you are immuno-
compromised (such as HIV+) you will for sure need to hit the doctor up for advice and 
maybe a visit a whole lot sooner than someone in the peak of health and fitness.
Fever is also a way to tell. If you don’t have a decent thermometer in your medicine 
chest, now would be a good time to invest a few bucks to buy one. 

They come in all flavours and kinds — from ones you stick in an ear to others which 
measure your temperature in an armpit or on your forehead to a new type which 
looks like the old fashioned mercury thermometers (now banned) and uses alcohol in 
place of the silvery liquid but reads and needs to be “shaken down” like the old school 
type. Whichever you choose, get one, keep it handy and check your temp a few times 
on days you feel good to know what your personal “normal” is. 

The docs and nurses we spoke with said that “normal” can vary from 97 and a bit to 
99 and a bit, so it’s good to know what’s normal for you. Chances are it will not be 
the “normal” we all were taught in school, which is 98.6 degrees Fahrenheit. Also 
remember that body temperatures tend to rise as we work, play and exercise so they 
are usually higher in the late afternoon and evening and lowest in the morning when 
we first get out of bed. Get some idea as to what your normal is so you will know if 
you have a fever.

Also, most of the medical pros we spoke with said that a “fever” is anything over 101 
so while you might normally be 98.5 and today you are 99 you should not panic.

Finally, figure in how you look and feel when you decide whether to call the doctor or 
drugstore for help. We all know that “run over by a Mack truck” feeling the flu brings. 
We also know what a cold feels like, what chills and body aches and tight chests are 
about, so take stock of your symptoms and if things seem a bit worse than usual, it 
might be good to err on the side of caution and call or go in for a check-up.

—When to call off work or school is another issue. You might feel “OK” but not “great” 
and decide to go in. If you have the sick time or the ability to stay home (not at the bar 
or the mall, but at home) then if you feel bad you should take the day. Why? Because 
if you are ill, you will be spreading whatever it is you have to all of your friends, co-

workers or fellow students if you don’t stay home. The boss would way rather not have 
an epidemic in his plant or store or restaurant and if you are in the service industry 
we’d be willing to bet your customers would just as soon not be having you breathing 
on them or their food if you are under the weather.  Staying home might not help you 
that much, but if you do it when you are ill, you will be doing others a favour.

Also remember that while you might be caring and do the right thing, there’s a chance 
your co-workers or customers may not be as respectful. To make sure you don’t get 
what they are “sharing” be sure to wash your hands frequently with warm water and 
soap. It should go without saying, but most of us have poor hand washing habits. 
Wash with decent soap, warm water and keep the suds on long enough to kill some 
germs. The easiest way to know how long is to hum Happy Birthday to yourself.  That 

tune is just about the right length to make 
sure you get your hands nice and clean. 
Oh, and like mom taught when you were 
a kid, do not forget the spots under your 
fingernails and between your fingers where 
germs can lurk. A recent British survey 
using some “revealing powder” which 
showed whether things were well-washed 
when hands were placed under a special 
light revealed a shocking percentage (close 
to half) of us walk around with germ-filled 
hands even after we wash!

Finally, if you do go to 
the drugstore or doctor 
and get meds (either he 
over-the-counter kind 
or something stronger) 
be sure you ask for 
and follow the dosage 
instructions and be 
certain to finish all of 
the medication you are 
supposed to. Leaving 
“extra pills” might 

not only mean you will get sick again as you didn’t take enough of the medication 
to actually kill all the germs in your body, but if the disease comes back, that second 
round might be worse as the germs can become drug-resistant. That’s also why you 
should not ask the doctor for antibiotics unless he or she says you need them as in 
some cases they can hurt, not help, you get well and stay well.

Above all, if you don’t feel well, stay home, rest and don’t spread the flu or cold you 
have to friends and family — even if it does mean you miss that holiday party, special 
dinner or event. This is a festive and fun time of year and gifts are most always the 
order of the day, but if what you are giving is a cold or the flu, we’d be willing to guess 
nobody at your party will want to be on the receiving end! Stay well and enjoy your 
holidays.
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Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on the things for 
which we’re truly grateful. At Edward Jones, we’re 
thankful to serve our clients and our community. 
During this holiday season and every day, we wish 
you all the very best.

Happy Thanksgiving

www.edwardjones.com
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LGBT Couples
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�  Living Wills
�  Revocable Trust
�  Durable Power of Attorney
�  Separation Agreements

B L O O M I N G T O N
511 Woodscrest Dr.
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317.453.2000

www.lawmg.net
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A Hot Air Balloon Ride is a great gift 
for people who love adventure! And 
it’s an experience they’ll remember  
for a lifetime!
Purchase this MBR Special Holiday Gift 
Package from Midwest Balloon Rides 
and you’ll get a gift certificate for two 
tucked into the front inside cover of the 
collector’s book, Aloft! at the Albuquerque 
International Balloon Fiesta®, a 120 page 
full color 9"x11" coffee table book. This 
book features beautiful pictures and 
information about hot air balloons—it’s  
a great book for all to peruse.

The MBR Special Holiday Gift Package 
recipient will believe they are getting a 
book as a gift until you direct them to 
open the front cover, revealing the gift 
certificate for a ride for two!

MBR  
Special Holiday  

Gift Package
$449

Includes one balloon ride  
for two, the Aloft  
collector’s book  

plus many extras! 
Visit  

midwestballooonrides.com  
to learn more.

We will ship the gift certificate 
in the Aloft book to you at no 
additional charge. 

To order, or for questions 
please contact us at tony@
midwestballoonrides.com  
or 317.863.0318

Wrap up the 
Ultimate Gift 
& Adventure  
this holiday season!

Wrap up the 
Ultimate Gift 
& Adventure  
this holiday season!
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FEEL ALL THE STRESS & TENSION
MELT FROM YOUR BODY

UNDER THE HANDS
OF A NATIONALLY-CERTIFIED

MASSAGE THERAPIST

 INCREDIBLE 
90 Minute MASSAGE 

FOR JUST $75
CLINIC LOCATED On East 86th Street In The Nora Area

CALL RON AT
(317) 902-2796

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
WITH QUALITY MASSAGE!

Guest
Comment

By Nadine Smith / Equality Florida
Rep. Baxley’s Anti-Gay rant is outrageous and contains many outrageous, disparaging 
comments about lesbian, gay, bi & trans families. 

We hope Representative Baxley has the decency to apologise for his comments dis-
paraging gay parents and our children, but more than that, we invite Representative 
Baxley to educate himself, talk with us and actually meet our families. We are a diverse 
state, and no elected official can fulfill his oath of office if he only respects and cares 
about the people and families who look just like his own.

 The entire child welfare community, every credible agency and all research are unani-
mous in recognising that gay parents are equally capable of raising children and that 
our kids do just as well as their classmates.

 Equality Florida has requested a meeting with Representative Baxley after his com-
ments in October in the House K-12 Subcommittee disparaging lesbian, gay, bi & trans 
parents, comparing them to abusive parents and equating having same-sex parents 
with alcoholism.

 This is the Statement by Rep. Dennis Baxley (R-Ocala):

 “It’s easy to say parents need to get involved, but half these kids are raising them-
selves; they don’t have any parents that are functional. How can we address that? I 
know its scope and I know it’s hard, but you’re probably their only hope.  

 I mean I sat an hour and a half with a teacher telling me, well this child has got se-
rial men coming through the house, this one has two mommies, this one has abusive 
father whose home, this has alcoholism, this one has drug abuse. It was a casualty 
warfare event to hear - just her classroom - how many dysfunctional, atypical - to me - 
uh, structures are in the way of a kid having a chance to learn.”  

Equality Florida is the largest civil rights organisation dedicated to securing full equal-
ity for Florida’s lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community and we plan to fol-
low up with Rep. Baxley. Readers can find out more about us at www.eqfl.org
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CREATE YOUR OWN DESTINY  

Build an agency in which you set the limits of your earning potential.  
If you are dynamic and ready to create your own destiny, 

the American National Family of Companies might be just the right fit for you. 

You can protect your new clientele with comprehensive coverage for 
auto, home, life, fixed annuities, commercial and agribusiness, and much more. 

We offer comprehensive training, attractive bonus programs, 
competitive commissions, and wonderful incentives! 

Contact us today to begin the path to your new destiny! 

 

Scott Lynch, MLGA 
513-275-1968 

scott.lynch@american-national.com 
American National Insurance Company – Galveston, TX  |  American National Property And Casualty Company  – Springfield, MO  |  Farm Family Group of Insurance Companies – Glenmont, NY 
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre

Damron
LGBT Travel Guides

with the 2013

For nearly 50 years, Damron has listed LGBT resorts, B&Bs, nightclubs, 
restaurants, cruises, tours & much more, across the US, Canada, Europe & beyond.

We’ll show you where to go! Trip OUT with Damron. 

Call for a free catalog. Got iPhone or iPad? Find Gay Scout and Gurl Scout in iTunes.
415/255-0404            www.damron.com

Out!Trip

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/632.8840

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Who stole pride? I never wanted to be the local gay, lesbian, bi, trans, questioning and 
all the rest of the alphabet soup “his or herstorian.” How can anyone know all of the her/
history – all the data, nuances, multiple interpretations and back-room drama of our 
various communities and remain sentient or even get it right? Besides, it isn’t much fun, 
takes time, research, a ton of phone calls and e-mails. Even then, I am never sure I got 
the context.  As soon as I make a mistake, in spite of asking for help, all of a sudden a 
“sistah” remembers something and the Goose is in trouble.

For some, facts don’t matter – but as the late Neal Hamilton (pianist at New Spirit MCC 
and eventually All Saints Chapel) once said of me “queens want fantasy and you keep 
giving them facts.” I admit to this OCD trait which some find “irritating” while others 
take a more benign view.

Sure, it is easier to pop off, press the send button and not consider the impact of our 
words — even if the intent of same was all in a good spirit. Everyone wants to defend 
their friends, their accomplishments and their turf all while being a “bit creative.”  Well, 
even more than a “bit creative”, you know?

Just a few points before the next round of pride fever sets in: The Greater Cincinnati 
Pride Parade and Festival ran for 10 years from 2000 to 2009 in Northside. The owners/
organisers were: Chris Good 2000 (independent committee), Ken Colegrove 2001-
2004  (independent committee) and the Gay & Lesbian Community Centre of Greater 
Cincinnati 2005-2009 (5013c organisation). For those “herstorians,”  here is a link for 
the Pride in 2000: www.enquirer.com/editions/2000/06/04/loc_citys_first_gay.html.  (Note 
that even the Enquirer headline is somewhat misleading. Of course, it wasn’t the “first gay 
parade in Cincinnati.”) 

After Pride moved back downtown in 2010,  Dan Wells of Northside Pride hosted a 
Northsiders Pride event sans parade from 2010 to 2012. Dan announced in early 2013 in 
the gay media that he was stepping down if there no one came forward. Chapter closed 
for now.

Why did pride move from downtown Cincinnati to Northside in 2000 in the first place? 
My recollection — and there were many discussions in the early 1990s at the Coalition 
(GCGLC) — was that downtown had been “done to death” and that no one was out in 
downtown Cincinnati on a weekend day to see the parade. Doesn’t that thinking seem 
ironic now?

The last pride parade and festival in downtown Cincinnati prior to Northside 2000 was in 
1995. The first pride was downtown in 1973. Were there pride events in 1996, ‘97, ‘98 and 
1999?  Yes, there were but not a parade. Some remember Lunken Playfield, “Aware on 
the Square” and the small gathering outside of city hall by local activists in June 1999.

Someone stole pride from the centre? Please. The Centre board made a decision in 
spring 2009 that pride had outgrown their ability to manage it, take it to the next level 
and still focus on the centre’s core work. The fancy business term is that it exceeded the 
“organisational capacity.” 

If someone stole pride four years ago then it was the kind of theft that seems to have 
wildly succeeded. I’m glad I had the vision to propose the centre leave that business 
and also for the support of the other board members. After all, folks were forgetting it 
is awfully difficult for the same group to do two major events for the community within 
90 days of each other – a gay pride parade and Pride Night at Kings Island. Today, 
Cincinnati Pride is incorporated as a non-profit. I would say the event has doubled in size 
since its last 2009 Northside incarnation.  

Which reminds the Goose Cincinnati Gay Pride is early in 2014 so mark those calendars 
for the 31st of May. See their website: www.cincinnatipride.org Also, Pride Night at 
Kings Island 2014 is usually announced in the first quarter of the new year, so check 
periodically: www.cincyglbt.com In parting, speaking of often forgotten facts,  the 
Sawyer Point venue for the Cincinnati Pride festival, following the parade, was actually 
first done back in 1990 when Dr. John A.  Maddux was president of the old Coalition 
(GCGLC). The festival was repeated in 1991 at the same venue.

All this proves one point: nothing is really new and the biggest theft of pride is our fading  
“institutional memory.”  Did  I say I miss drag queen mud wresting?
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
INDIANAPOLIS—One of the three of us in my relationship calls it Below Zero, and the 
other two of us have not been often enough but to refer to it as “that wonderful ice cream 
place on Mass. Ave.” but whether you prefer either name, or the correct one of Sub Zero, 
the newest ice cream place which opened a few months back at 427 Massachusetts Avenue 
downtown is worth a trip (or two or three or more, if your waistline can stand it). In other 
words, it’s great.
We discovered the place when one of us was taken there by an ex — and they say most 
people do not get left with anything of much value by past loves: ha! — but that said, this 
one is worth finding no matter how you get led there.
We should say at the outset, too, that Sub Zero is just heading east and while they have one 
store in Florida (Sarasota) and one opening in Ohio, as well as one in the Twin Cities, the 
Indianapolis location is the only one for a long ways for this Utah-based growing chain. As 
good as it is, we’d be willing to bet there will be more sprouting up sooner rather than later.
What’s so cool about the place? Well they freeze out all the competition with what’s a neat 
cross between a gimmick and a science lesson about liquid nitrogen. To quote from their 
website: “For those of us who haven’t been to school in a while, here is some chemistry 101. 
Nitrogen is one of 118 known elements and because it evaporates at such low temperatures, 
it typically exists as a gas (in fact, it makes up about 78% of the Earth’s atmosphere). 
Therefore, in order for it to remain in a liquid state it must be kept at extremely cold 
temperatures. Since liquid nitrogen boils at -321˚F, it  freezes anything it touches. Sub Zero 
uses this molecular gastronomy (the merging of science and culinary arts) to transform 
milk and sugar instantly into ice cream.
So why is liquid nitrogen-frozen ice cream so good? It’s all in the flash freeze. Since the ice 
cream is frozen so quickly (15 seconds or less), the milk molecules stay very small and the 
water particles don’t have time to grow into ice crystals. Without ice crystals, you get the 
smoothest, creamiest ice cream possible. Our rapid freezing process also helps preserve 
nutrients in the cream, yoghurt, soy or rice milk!”
And that latter comment is also part of the whole process. Whereas most places have either 
frozen yoghurt or custard or ice cream to start your adventure, at Sub Zero, because it’s 
literally “made” as you watch, you can pick. They also do not have even a single “flavour” 
already made up so there’s no vanilla, strawberry or even tutti-frutti to start out with. 
Consider it a clean slate on which you get to do the writing.
We and a friend were taken there by one of our partners. One had the soy milk base, one 
the skim and two of us opted for the premium ice cream. All of us came away with full 
stomachs and smiles.
The other advantage of doing ice cream this way is that you can pick from a wall-covering 
long list of what you wish in and on and over your dish. I opted for English toffee and dark 
chocolate flakes as well as cake batter. Others did brownie cookie dough and a third opted 
for one of the already-choreographed “sensations” called Peanut Butter Bonds. Quoting the 
menu, “Peanut Butter, Fudge, Reese’s, Brownies.” Not a whole lot there not to like, huh?
The other good news is that the flavours are free (yes, as many as you’d like) and you get 
the first “mix-in” included, too. Extras are, well, extra! Finally, for those who disagree with 
me that ice cream should come out of the bowl the consistency of Portland Cement, there’s 
a choice of texture. As they blast your bowl with liquid nitrogen you can pick what they call 
the “chill factor” and opt for what the menu describes as “from soft serve to rock hard or 
anything in between.” Three cheers for that as I got my cement, Ivan enjoyed somewhere in 
between and I didn’t catch what the others asked for or got, but everyone seemed happy.
As regulars to this column know, I often quote my late Grandpa Fred who always said, 
“You will pay more in a restaurant with the kitchen visible or where the decor is considered 
as important as the food.” Not to doubt grandpa (he died in 1962, by the way, so stuff has 
changed since) but in this case he’d be wrong. The food was delicious and the show when 
they freeze your completed dish is worth whatever extra that nitrogen and staff training 
takes. Add to this the fact that the folks who work out how the restaurant looks have the 
theatrical in mind. There are blue lights mounted under the counter, there’s a huge cloud of 
mist when they blast the cream to freeze it and you get a show as well as food.
The whole thing’s also reasonably priced as our host (who paid for all four of us) said the 
bill came in at “under $25” and the portions were big enough that three of us who let our 
eyes be bigger than our stomachs and did “large” size all left a bit in the bottom of our 
cups. We split a chocolate waffle bowl (a delicious cone hand-dipped in chocolate which, 
when broken up was like cookies) and it was a meal as we were too full to even consider 
supper afterwards. I can hear the nutritionists cringing out there, but hey, we did this once, 
not for a week.
So,  do we recommend Sub Zero? Yes. They also beat the humdrum other frozen yoghurt 
and ice cream places like Orange Leaf, Pearings (on Washington @ Meridian) and Yogulatte 
(in the 700 block a bit further out Mass.) totally to heck with not only the gimmick of the 
nitrogen, but what ends up in your cup and how much they charge for it. Delish!

Ah, November...the month when time literally stands still (at least for an hour on the 
first Sunday morning of the month when Daylight Saving Time ends) and the time 
when turkeys abound. We seem to have a lot of those turkeys around this time, too. 
Oh, and a time when stuffing is something one eats, not just what one does (make of 
that what you may) plus more. In light of all of the above, let’s have a look at what’s 
making news this time around... And first off, we hear they are singing Ding, 
Dong The Witch Is Dead loudly over at Indy’s Downtown Olly’s. We won’t say 
which witch and which thing happened, but we will say that they have an opening 
on staff over there these days. We will also note that they do have a camera system, 
so next time someone wishes to prevaricate a bit about their presence and condition 
(horizontal or vertical) please know that the head guys in charge can have a look 
back and see if you are fibbing (or not). We’d say a lot more, but suffice to say so far 
they have had no complaints about which witch they made the switch with and they 
have used a new broom to sweep clean!... Speaking of clean, we want to come 
clean and tell folks that we cats’ owners were unfriended on Facebook in a 
huff a few days back by someone who did not wish to see himself written about 
in this column. Our boss posted the following on Facebook after our owners were 
unceremoniously told off and think it bears repeating: “To the person who just told 
me off and unfriended me on Facebook today, all I can say (and I hope some of your 
friends will read this to you as you no longer see my posts since I was unfriended) is 
what I have said 10,000 times before here: If you do not wish folks to discuss you or 
your ‘private’ life, then please do NOT share the details here or anywhere, especially 
if it’s of a torrid, loud and acrimonious break-up. And yeah, that INCLUDES when 
you are drunker than hell and see someone you know pass while you are literally 
crying into your beer at a downtown sidewalk cafe and volunteer information to 
them. Social media means social and when you are drunk it would be a good idea 
to stay VERY quiet as people (who are sober) do talk and remember what they were 
told. And they tell others which is what has YOU so pissed off.”  Let’s add to that it’s 
NEVER a good idea to spout off when intoxicated to the owner of these pussies, so 
while you can deny, deny, deny our owner was sober and knows just who he spoke 
with, where and when. Really!... Moving right along, but on the same topic, the best 
reply we got posted to the above was from long-time friend Matt (ex of Indy, now of 
Florida) who said, “LOL Get them Ted! Took me forever to learn to keep myself out 
of the gossip column. LOL...” And now look at you! You are back, but we all love and 
miss you! Amen!... OK, so what else do we have to speak of? Well speaking means 
saying and we wish to say congrats to friend Bobby on his new job over at Mass 
Ave’s Mesh. We will be sure to drop by and let him wait on us since we miss him at 
his old location (which we’ll leave nameless)... Speaking of locations and locating, 
we hear tell some friends in Kentucky are still trying to locate the origin of 
a strange aroma wafting about in their neck of the woods. Any idea where it’s 
coming from?... And speaking of coming from, this one’s coming all the way from 
the UK where we are told former Indy boi David now has a great new job and 
is working fulltime in London. This cute dude is also newly single we hear but to 
get a date you will need a plane or ship ticket though he’s certainly worth it!... Some 
get well wishes to friend, insurance man and 501 Eagle Jerry’s dad who was 
due to have surgery last week. We hope he’s soon on the mend and all returns to 
good times at Jerry’s house...Speaking of good times, our owners had some great 
ones recently during lunch with the folks from Metro. They plan to buy manager 
Ruth a wristwatch for Christmas as she was a bit more than fashionably tardy, and 
owner Jim was nursing a bit of a headache, so it’s aspirins for him, but hey, they both 
soldiered on and had a super time... Also at lunch our owners ran into good friend 
TJ and the boy looks like he’s recovering from a tough month just fine. We 
wish him all the best and he knows if he needs his hand held or a hug we are always 
around to help... Speaking of helping, we could not help but notice co-English 
Ivy’s owner Chuck having dinner at his own club recently with manager Brock 
and Brock’s very lovely mother. Was good to see them all and get to visit a bit with 
Chuck who was in town to see how things were going from his now-home in Seattle... 
Speaking of now homes, if you are headed north, be sure to check out former 
Indy boi John Joanette and his husband’s cool Black Boar Inn in Ogunquit, 
Maine. They have their very own bed & breakfast and always welcome in Midwest 
guys and gals, but be warned: reserve early as we hear they often fill up, especially on 
long weekends and holidays in nearby Canada. We pussies envy John for making the 
big move and getting married and our owners want to join them in Maine, too! Find 
out more by friending the inn on Facebook. Meantime, Happy Thanksgiving and for 
we pussies Jewish friends (and owners) Happy Chanukah as it’s in November this 
year! Maybe we will get new catnip toys since Syd wore out the old ones! Meow!



      The Word  November  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com  Page 71 



Page 72       The Word   November  2013   On The Web At: www.thegayword.com


