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Masquerade Says 
Party Like It’s 1977 

Out Proud In Lafayette

Lafayette & West Lafayette closed out the tradidional pride season in style 
recently with record attendance at their new riparian venue on the Mey-
ers Pedestrian Bridge overlooking the downtown skyline and Wabash River. 
Check out pages 42 & 43 for more photos from Lafayette OUTfest, taken by 
our Word crew. See everyone next Summer when the region celebrates all 
over again, starting in Springfield where they host the first event in May!

INDIANAPOLIS—Are you ready to hustle, cha cha, and boogie the night away? 
Grande Masquerade 2013: Disco Ball is just the ticket! You’ll be breaking out the 
leisure suits and sequins and partying like it’s 1977, all while raising funds for The 
Damien Centre. To celebrate 26 years of service and raise funds to support HIV care 
and prevention, The Damien Centre 
will host its annual Grande Masquerade 
gala on Saturday, 19th October. Grande 
Masquerade, the Centre’s largest annual 
fundraiser, raised more than $178,000 in 
2012, funds that allow them to continue 
offering services completely free of charge and lowering our community’s HIV viral 
load. This year’s Grande Masquerade will feature a Disco Ball theme and will be held 
at The Westin Indianapolis, downtown. Masks and costumes are optional but highly 
encouraged.

Kentucky Fairness Still 
Battling Farm Bureau

LOUISVILLE—The Fairness Campaign and its allies have again attacked the Kentucky 
Farm Bureau’s discriminatory policies and procedures for the third year in a row 
through a petition drive at the Kentucky State Fair during late August. Fairness notes, 
“As one of the state’s largest anti-Fairness lobbyist groups, Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Federation promotes discriminatory policies that are anti-gay, anti-union, anti-choice, 
pro-death penalty and more. Please Continue On Page Three
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Each year, Kentucky Farm Bureau customers are 
automatically charged a fee which enrolls them 
as members of the company’s 501(c)4 lobbying 
arm — most unknowingly. While every state and 
federal legislator is mailed a “Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau Policies” manual, which details the group’s 
discriminatory stances, no copy is sent to paying 
customers.

For the first time in many years, Kentucky Farm 
Bureau has seen a dip in membership. While the 
company previously grew at a steady clip, jump-
ing nearly 30,000 members in just a few years to 
represent more than 500,000 Kentucky families in 
2011, numbers have fallen well below that mile-
stone, with the company touting just over 496,000 
member families this year.

“Our friendly advice to Kentucky Farm Bureau 
would be to drop these discriminatory and divi-
sive policies which have little or nothing to do 
with Kentucky agriculture or insurance,” shared 
Fairness Campaign director Chris Hartman. 
“We’d be excited to help announce such a change, 
which could help repair relationships with former 
customers who may have felt disenfranchised by 
these unnecessary, politicized positions.”

The Fairness Campaign has collected and deliv-
ered thousands of petitions — many from Ken-
tucky Farm Bureau insurance holders — since it 
began public awareness efforts at the State Fair 
in 2011. In a news interview at last year’s Country 
Ham Breakfast, a Kentucky Farm Bureau spokes-
person stated, it’s “up to our membership to de-
cide” whether or not the policies will change. The 
company has made no further public comment.

Farm Bureau Policies as of August 2013:

—We are opposed to any state-supported agency 
providing benefits to “domestic” partners.

—The institution of marriage should only be rec-
ognised as the legal union of a man and a woman. 

—We strongly oppose teacher strikes. We oppose 
legislation that mandates collective bargaining 
for public school employees.

—Alternative lifestyles should not be taught in 
public schools.

—We support the enactment of right-to-work 
legislation. 

—We recommend the federal prevailing wage 
law be repealed when dealing with government 
contracts.

—We oppose an increase in the minimum hourly 
wage. 

—We strongly oppose any mandate that would 
require any government entities to recognise 
and collectively bargain with employee unions. 
Furthermore, we oppose public employees being 
permitted to strike, organize work stoppage or 
slow-downs.

—We oppose unionization of farmers 
and farm laborers.

—We strongly believe in the value of all individu-
als both born and unborn. 

Continuned From The Front Page

Ky. Fairness Campaign Again Gathers Petitions @ Fair
—We support capital punishment. Organisations opposing one or more of 

these policies incude: ACLU-KY and the 
Fairness Campaign, which is based in 
Louisville.
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Your Vote 
Counts

By Rick Sutton / Political Columnist
Please Continue On Page 22

The Word is published the last week of every month at 110 E. Washington St., Suite 
1402, Indianapolis, 46204. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy and fairness, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors. Liability is limited to the cost of  
said ad. Ads not cancelled by published deadlines will be billed at agreed-upon price. 
Ads may be edited or rejected for content at the discretion of the publisher. All items 
appearing in The Word, as well as the name, logos and design are copyright 2013 by 
BBS, A division of High Speed Delivery Fork Ltd. & Ted Fleischaker and may not be 
reproduced in any form without prior written approval. 

Phones: Indy: 317/632.8840 * Louisville: 502/454.4877  

e-mail: ted@midwestword.com                               
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Halloween / October
Deadline

Tuesday 17th September
Papers On Street:  

Friday 27th September
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Serving OUR Community  
With Legal Services  
For YOUR Unique Needs 
 

 www.bjbairdlaw.com 
bjbaird@bjbairdlaw.com 

 

317.637.2345 

445 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA STREET,  SUITE 401   INDIANAPOLIS, IN  46204 

WORTHY HONOREES

President Obama recently announced his 2013 recipients of the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the highest civilian honour our nation can bestow. The list includes a 
Hoosier and two noted gay and lesbian personalities.

U.S. Sen. Richard G. Lugar (R-Ind) is one of those who will receive the medal in a 
White House ceremony. He was defeated last Spring in the Indiana Senate Republican 
primary, where he was seeking an unprecedented 7th six-year term. He is best-
known for his untiring work on the Nunn-Lugar Arms Reduction process. Under that 
negotiated arrangement Russia and America dismantled hundreds of nuclear weapons 
with open inspections over the last 20 years. When the president arrived in the senate 
as an Illinois freshman, Lugar became a fast friend despite the party difference.  

Since his 6th term in the Senate ended seven months ago, he has been hard at work on 
multiple projects including a teaching series at Indiana University.
   
Other recipients of the medal include two gay and lesbian persons of note, both 
posthumously. They are astronaut Sally Ride and civil rights activist Bayard Rustin.

Ride was a quiet but effective lesbian activist. She was a science adviser to three 
presidents and was the first female astronaut to travel to space. She also was a role 
model for multiple young women, particularly in the field of education. She stood 
passionately for gender equality in educational materials and settings. She and her 
partner of almost 30 years, Tam O’Shaughnessey, authored numerous children’s 
science books. She died in July 2012.

Rustin was a tireless senior adviser to the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the 
only openly gay person close to King. He was the chief organiser of the 1963 March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. During his era, it was extremely difficult for 
African-Americans to be “out and proud,” but he never let that slow his progress. He 
travelled and wrote extensively on the civil rights struggle in this nation and abroad.  
His civil rights work was preceded by collegiate music scholarships.  

He was a popular performer in the Greenwich Village Cafe Society and although he 
was an influential adviser to King and other civil rights leaders, he rarely spoke in 
public because he knew his sexual orientation could serve as a target for King’s critics.  
In fact, Rustin was arrested in 1953 for being homosexual. He died in 1987.
   
The President alone determines recipients of these medals and I feel his 2013 choices 
are stellar and deserve widespread support.

JUNE FALLOUT

The historic 26th June Supreme Court decision regarding Prop 8 has now begun the 
inevitable “creep” into federal policy. It is clear this administration intends to push 
every possible aspect of the court’s decision into rapid policy deployment....wherever 
possible.
   
Case in point: On 2nd August the U.S. Social Security Administration’s commissioner 
announced that the pradtical effect of DOMA’s demise was “....that Social Security 
is now processing some retirement spouse claims for same-sex couples and paying 
benefits where they are due.”

At this writing, it’s unclear whether that is true only for residents of those states 
which allow full marriage or if this is a nationwide change. If it’s national, it would 
likely only affect those couples who are legally married. And if that includes Hoosiers, 
Kentuckians, Ohioans and Tennesseans who travel to marriage-legal states, the impact 
is astounding.

Social Security Acting Commissioner Carolyn Colvin said the SCOTUS decision 
involved Sec. 3 of DOMA and as such “we will help to ensure that all Americans are 
treated fairly and equally with the dignity and respect they deserve. We continue to 
work closely with the Department of Justice to implement policies regarding same-
gender couples. I encourage individuals who believe they may be eligible for Social 

Security benefits to apply now, to protect against the loss of any potential benefits.” 
And so it goes.
   
And in other federal fallout:
   ***Some U.S. Embassies are beginning to issue derivative visas to same-sex couples.  
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HOT NEW GAME!

WANNA’ PLAY?! HERE’S YOUR 
COMPLIMENTARY FREE SLOT PLAY! 

Already a Rewards Club Member? 
We have $5 Free Slot Play just for you! 

Valid Now - December 30, 2013
Present coupon at Rewards Club. Rewards Club membership required. Membership is free. One (1) 

coupon per person with valid e-mail address. Valid at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino only. 

Management reserves all rights. See Rewards Club for details. Must be 21 or older. 

	 	 				Gambling	problem?	Call	1-800-9-WITH-IT.			$10FSP-2129	•	$5FSP-2128

Only 20 minutes from Indy - I-74, Exit 109 Shelbyville  www.IndianaGrand.com   877-FUN-4-IND

Saturday, Oct. 5
First Post: 1:55PM - Derby Post: 6:45PM

$500,000-added Grade II Indiana Derby
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Estate & Wealth
Management for
LGBT Couples

�  Cohabitation Agreements
�  Medical Directives & Health Care Proxies
�  Living Wills
�  Revocable Trust
�  Durable Power of Attorney
�  Separation Agreements

B L O O M I N G T O N
511 Woodscrest Dr.

812.332.5000

I N D I A N A P O L I S  
101 W. Ohio St. 
317.453.2000

www.lawmg.net

Pets On Leashes
Are Welcome

Come to the

13th Annual
Granny Annie Picnic

For the Indiana HIV/AIDS 
Community and Friends

Saturday, September 7th, 2013
Noon -5:00 p.m. EDT

Meal at 1:00

At the Lakeview Shelter House 
Martin State Forest 

(Hwy. 50 between Shoals and Bedford)
Camping and Fishing Are Available

Meat & Drinks Provided
  (you may bring a covered dish if desired)

Pre-register by September 4 by contacting 
Don Jones, Patoka Valley AIDS CAG, 

at 812-309-2119 or djdjdj5270@aol.com

Gas 
Cards 

for 
Drivers Fun &

Games
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Whips, leather, jocks, masks,
parties, fetish, seminars, 

kink, leashes, collars...
Midwest Leather Weekend.

Whips, leather, jocks, masks,
parties, fetish, seminars, 

kink, leashes, collars...
Midwest Leather Weekend.

Mr Midwest Leather Contest
Midwest Puppy Contest

Oct. 4, 5 & 6, 2013
Bad Dog Bar & Grill
St Louis MO 63110

www.MidwestLeatherWeekend.com
Photo: Alonzo Gault, Jaymz Sapphire Studio

 
“With more than 10,000 people living with HIV in Indiana alone and more than half 
of that population right here in Marion County, Indiana’s oldest and largest HIV/AIDS 
service organisation is working harder than ever. In 2012, The Damien Centre served 
more than 3,000 individuals with HIV care and prevention services and has since 
launched several innovative programmes, including a Linkage to Care programme 
and an on-site IU LifeCare medical clinic,” according to Kimberly Coon, marketing 
manager of the centre. 

Grande Masquerade 2013 is expected to raise nearly $160,000 to support the Centre’s 
mission to lead the fight in preventing the spread of HIV and to assist persons in 
Central Indiana affected by HIV/AIDS to move forward each day with dignity. Tickets 
to this year’s event are $135 for single general admission tickets and $175 for single 
VIP tickets. Guests may also purchase general admission tables of 10 for $1350 or 
VIP tables of 10 for $1750. Please note that pre-sale tickets end 4th October and ticket 
prices go up $25 per seat thereafter. Tickets are on sale now at www.damien.org/tix

The event will kick off with a VIP Reception, cocktails for all tastes and a silent 
auction packed with items and packages for one and all. The auction will feature 
getaways, stay-cation packages, adventure experiences, massages, gift baskets, original 
artwork, dining certificates and more. Auction item donations are still being accepted. 
Please contact Elisa Rogowski in e-mail at erogowski@damien.org or via phone at 
317/632.0123, Extension 269 for more information. The evening will also feature 
dinner, a live auction, live entertainment, and of course, disco dancing!

“The success of Grande Masquerade each and every year depends on the support of 
our very generous sponsors. As of late August those sponsors include: Masquerade 
Ball Sponsors Marion County Public Health Department and McNamara Florist; 
VIP Sponsors Citizens Energy Group, CVS Pharmacy and The Frame Shop; VIP 

Reception Sponsor Southern Wine and Spirits; Gold Sponsors Eli Lilly Foundation, 
Samerian Foundation and The Health Foundation of Greater Indianapolis; Silver 
Sponsors Barnes and Thornburg, Bookkeeping Plus, Premier Capital Corporation, TJX 
Foundation, USA Funds and Wishard Health Services; and Media Sponsors GayIndy.
com, Printing Partners, The Word and WTHR-Channel 13. 

In addition to sponsors, this event also relies heavily on the hard work of generous 
volunteers. If you’re interested in volunteering for Grande Masquerade on Saturday, 
19th October, please fill out the volunteer form at www.damien.org/GMvolunteer or 
contact Rogowski at the number and e-mail in the left hand column.

Can’t attend the event but still want to help out? Visit www.damien.org/donate to 
make a secure online donation that will help the Centre continue to provide its critical 
services free of charge to the Indianapolis community. The Damien Centre also offers 
a range of sponsorship opportunities that allow businesses to connect with target 
audiences while giving back to the community.  

For up-to-date information on Grande Masquerade and The Damien Centre, follow 
them on Facebook (facebook.com/thedamiencenter) and Twitter (twitter.com/
damiencenter) or visit damien.org. 

The mission of The Damien Centre is to lead the fight to prevent the spread of HIV and 
to work with persons in Central Indiana affected by HIV/AIDS to move forward each 
day with dignity.

The Damien Centre offers vital supportive services to those infected and affected 
by HIV/AIDS so they may live abundant and productive lives. “We also provide 
comprehensive HIV prevention services, including HIV testing, prevention counselling, 
education, and advocacy.

“We believe passionately in the dignity and worth of every person who seeks our 
services. We strive to be a safe and welcoming place so that no barriers separate people 
from the services they need to prolong and enhance their lives,” Rogowski noted.

Masquerade...
Continued From The Front Page
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When It Comes To 
Downtown Living 

We Got All The Bases 
Covered!

*Hardwood floors,
*16ft. ceilings
*2 Blocks To Circle Centre
*1 Block To Lilly
*Supermarket Within 1 Mile
*Easy Interstate Access
*Free Indoor Parking Included

Rents From Just 
$775-$1800 Monthly

Immediate Occupancy!

A Taste Of Manhattan In 
Downtown Indianapolis!

Call 
800.849.4853

Louisville’s
Pandora Theatre

To Stage Gay 
Musical (Really!)

LOUISVILLE—Pandora is staging a ‘gay’ musical! Really!
 
The King has abdicated the throne for Wallace Simpson.

Boston millionaire, Clarence Cutler, has been left at the altar.

Casey O’Brien is hungover and has almost missed both of these earth shattering 
events.

It’s the London and Paris of 1936 and love is in the air....and so, it would seem, is 
champagne! Back when everyone knew how to dance like Astaire and Rogers love 
was simpler and anyone could marry anyone and everyone was ‘gay’...wait, that didn’t 
happen...

But, this is the world that Bill Solly and Donald Ward have created in Boy Meets Boy 
and Pandora Productions stages this charming musical as the opener of their 2013-
2014 Season, a season that celebrates Love & Marriage...Equality.  

“While there have been a lot of advances on the marriage equality front, there is still 
much to be done and  Pandora is doing her part to advance the conversation and 
also celebrate all that has happened so far,” according to Michael J. Drury, Pandora’s 
Producing Artistic Director.

This vintage ‘gay’ musical pays homage to the screwball romantic comedies of 1930’s 
Hollywood, but with a delightful twist… Famous reporter, Casey O’ Brien, covering 
the story of the abdication of King Edward III learns about a preening groom, 
Clarence, who has been jilted at the altar by the mysterious ‘English Rose’.  

He becomes obsessed with finding this charming and good looking ‘English Rose’ 
but ends up with a big surprise...Casey and the ‘Rose’ fall in love but not before love 
triangles, jilted lovers, mistaken identities propel fast-moving intrigue, high spirits 
and universal problems that might beset any two people who fall in love. 
 
Performances of Boy Meets Boy include Thursdays through Saturdays at 7.30 p.m., 
and Sundays at 5.30 p.m. from 12th through 22nd September with a matinee on 21st 
September at 2 p.m.  

Tickets may be obtained by calling 502.216.5502 or going online to www.
PandoraProds.org and are $18 in advance and $20 day of show.  

Pandora will host a Singles Night event with drink specials on Friday, 13th September 
at 6 p.m.

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
Right Here, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!
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ComeUpU
and see me sometime

Come to the ‘Lou and enjoy the view - of what’s on your plate and 
beyond your table.  One weekend isn’t enough to sample our cutting 
edge kitchen creativity, which means you Mae have to come back to the 
city that The Advocate called “…one of the gayest cities in America.”

Check out our impressive packages at explorestlouis.com/LGBT

slconv_00XXXX_ComeUp_TheWord.indd   1 8/19/13   6:58 AM
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(317) 698-6306 • rkrautter@talktotucker.com
talktotucker.com/randy.krautter

talk to Randy Krautter, REALTOR®

Your Partner
in Real Estate

When you consider buying or selling a home, 

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.

LOTUS WORLD MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL - SEPTEMBER 25-29

PLAN YOUR TRIP TODAY AT
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Panther’s 
Perspective

By Panther Daddy / Word Columnist
Diversity. It is a word that invokes an array of responses, from uncomfortable, eye 
rolling groans to birdlike trills announcing and flaunting the plumage of imaginary 
open mindedness.  

It is a word that is bantered about incessantly and is typically used in a fashion to get 
others to believe we are “good” people, that we are liberal, accepting, open-minded 
and willing to let anyone into our respective organisations.  

It is a pricy word in that it can generate revenue for an organisation but sometimes 
when put into practice, diversity is an expensive commodity that many in the Leather 
/Kink community are not willing to, and in some cases, cannot afford to pay the price 
of. For them, giving up the status quo is too costly.

What does diversity have to do with the Kink Community and why write about a 
concept that we’ve all come to embrace, however superficial, over the past number of 
years?  

Diversity has always been important to me, but until recently, I wasn’t aware of how 
short-sighted I have become about the idea and the concept. The bow that delivered 
this arrow to my heart is a friend who came out to me.  In most circumstances, a 
friend’s coming out, after 38 years of being out myself, should register zero on the 
emotional richter scale. 

For the span of our friendship, he has been a gay man. We met in a kink setting and 
were lucky to experience one of those interactions where we instantly clicked. We 
are buds, glued together by a force of nature that I’ve learned not to question over 
the years. We’ve shared laughter, meals, sorrow and the idea, of a yet-to-be-realised 
fantasy, of sharing some play time with a hot boy. The secret I learned from my friend 
that afternoon is he, just recently, became a man. As I listened, I could hear the sheer 
joy and relief in his voice of having shared his story. He felt complete because he 
finally obtained that trophy that we men pretty much obsess about constantly: a penis.  
It represents the final period at the end of his story of transformation and enables him 
to begin to write a new life chapter, based on his true identity. 

Living in truth is a very powerful experience and is not for the faint of heart. I felt 
very proud and privileged that I was chosen to share in his palpable exuberance.  
However, after the conversation ended, it began to sink in that for all of our talk about 
the importance of diversity, there are many who do not, cannot and will not walk the 
walk. My friend could be in for a difficult time.

A few years ago, a contestant entered International Mister Leather and after he won,  
came out as a transgendered male.  

The barrage of hate he received from our diverse community was forehead-slapping 
astounding. People said they felt duped, that he had been dishonest and manipulative 
and that the rugged masculine image of the transcendent leather man had been 
forever sullied.  

I’ve been in social situations and kink events where members will make derisive 
comments to and about others they feel do not fit a certain arbitrary standard. I’ve 
spent hours talking to a gentleman that was told, by leather folk, he had to decide if he 
wanted to be a leather man, a drag queen or a bear since he could not be all three. 

Personally, I’ve had verbiage thrown at me due to my age and basically told that I and 
people like me needed to disappear as we are no longer relevant. I’ve witnessed groups 
tell jokes about race when there was a person of colour sitting among them. When 
called on the carpet about their lack of awareness, the words, “too sensitive” and “it 
was a joke” and “we’re all friends” became a part of the discourse.  

For me, the all-time classic of the defensive comeback is, “I don’t see colour or 
gender or sexual orientation, etc”.  With that phrase, in one sentence people in our 
community, who are different, are rendered invisible to the individual because by their 
own admission that they don’t see them. This list is barely complete as the homeless, 
those with psychiatric disorders, HIV, developmental disorders, etc, don’t even register 
on the radar.

Diversity, by definition means, “the inclusion of different types of people (as people 
of different races or cultures) in a group or organisation”.  My challenge to us as a 
community is this.  

There are a variety of activities during the month of September in The Word’s 
readership area: Pride Night at Kings Island is 6th September, the SCORPIUS Claw 
Nation Party and the CNYK Rough Pups event, featuring International Puppy Alex 
is the 7th September in Cincinnati, the North American Bear Contest in Louisville, 
is the 13th through 15th September,  The Miss Cleveland Leather Contest the 14th 
September, the Mr. Michigan Leather Contest the 20th-22nd September in Douglas, 
Michigan at Douglas Dunes and the Mr. Blue Grass Leather Contest in Lexington, is 
the 27th through 29th September.   

If you decide at attend any of these events, think about how you can walk the walk of 
diversity and reach out to those who look different from you. Say “Hi.”  Extend them a 
welcoming, sexy smile and maybe even a handshake or hug if you are so inclined, but 
do your part to help them feel welcome.

Embracing and acknowledging diversity is what makes and keeps our hearts open and 
strong. It is a gift to be able to interact with people who are different from us. Not only 
are we given the chance to learn about other cultures and life experiences, we also get 
to learn about ourselves.  

That is the greatest gift of all — to know yourself. I am so glad my friend has made 
good use of that gift. I encourage you to do the same.

—Panther Daddy
ebonypapa@aol.com
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Products and services offered through Edward D. Jones & Co, L.P. © 2013, Member SIPC

Retirement goals aren’t always easy to meet. So is it crazy to  
think your financial advisor should be? Not to Edward Jones.  
Our over 11,000 financial advisors are in neighborhoods like  

yours, not downtown skyscrapers. So a face-to-face talk about  
your retirement is always close at hand. Join the nearly  
7 million investors who know. Face time and think time  

make sense. www.edwardjones.com.

Actually believes retirement goals  
that seem out of reach require a  
financial advisor who’s not.

MKT-7739-A-HP

Michael E Wright, CFP®
Financial Advisor

.

6925 E 96th Street
Suite 265

Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-841-9563

SAINT LOUIS—The Midwest Leather Weekend, featuring the Mr. Midwest Leather 
Contest and the Midwest Puppy Contest, will be held 4th, 5th & 6th October at Bad 
Dog Bar & Grill here. Co-producers Christopher Tyger Roth, Charlie Schoenherr and 
Mike Prater invite the community to join them for a great weekend of Leather, Kink 
and Fetish.

Charlie Schoenherr, co-producer, told The Word, “This year we have, once again, an 
impressive roster of Judges for the contests.” The roster includes (in alphabetical 
order) Slavepup Axel, International Puppy 2013, Matt Hengle, Mr. Midwest Leather 
2012, Scott O’Brien, Mr. Missouri Leather 2012, Sir Jefffrey Payne, International Mr. 
Leather 2009, Karen Ultra and Pup Hercules, Midwest Puppy 2012. 

Mike Lunter will be emceeing the event, with Mark Bozif returning as Talleymaster 
and O. John Groebl as Den Daddy. Pup Bolt will be Judge’s Runner. Pup Astro returns 
as Bootblack.

Matt Hengle, who placed 6th at IML, will be stepping down from his title and hand-
ing the title over to the next Mr. Midwest Leather. The new Mr Midwest Leather 2013 
will win prizes valued at up to $1500.

The weekend will also be featuring - a first  for Midwest Leather - free seminars 
during the weekend. Topics set to be explored at the seminars are  flogging, fireplay, 

bondage and puppy play. 

Schoenherr noted, “If you’ve ever been intrigued about any of these subjects, this 
this the time to investigate or just to attend and learn something new. And they are 
free to the public.”

The seminars will be conducted by local experts and designed around the levels of 
experience of attendees, featuring instruction, questions, answers and hands-on ex-
perience. All seminars will be held at Bad Dog Bar & Grill on Saturday 5th October 
during the day. See the website closer to the date for the full schedules.

Details as well as information about the host hotel, convenient location to transpor-
tation and other features can be found at www.MidwestLeatherWeekend.com.

The three co-producers told The Word that they “are looking forward to a great 
Leather weekend with lots of fun and excitement. See you all there!”

Leather Weekend Set For October @ 
Bad Dog Bar & Grill In Saint Louis

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
To The Region’s Best & Largest Gay Newspaper, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!
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MarchOnSpringfield 
ForMarriageEquality @IllinoisMarcheswww.MarchOnSpringfield.org

Sponsors

B e s t G a y C h i c a g o . c o m

Chicago Black Gay 
Men’s Caucus
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www.dirtytease.net

1551 Bardstown Rd.

502-637-4601

Family owned and
operated since 2007

Where you can
wear your insides out!

Custom tees
made while you wait.

Lots of designs and
colors to choose from.

Come on in and
get teased!

Louisville, KY 40205

$5.00 of with this ad
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4610 Outer Loop
Louisville, KY 40219
danielcmason@allstate.com

Daniel C. Mason
(502) 966-5178

Discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. 
© 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Equality is my policy.

35
98

9

I’ll treat you and your partner with respect 
and without judgment. I can help you save on 
car, homeowners, renters, life insurance, even 
retirement products. Call me today to get all 
the discounts you deserve.
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Your Vote 
Counts

Continued From Page Four
In particular the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv issued its first-ever such visa to same-gender 
spouses of two Isrealis relocating to America on special work permits.  

   ***The Department of Defence has begun to extend benefits to same-gender 
spouses of uniformed service members and DOD civilian employees. A valid marriage 
certificate is required. And the DOD will allow longer-term military leaves for 
couples to travel to jurisdictions which allow same-gender marriage. The DOD also 
immediately began issuing spousal benefit IDs for military base use, such as officer’s 
clubs, NCO Clubs, base stores, medical care and related benefits.

   ***The Department of Commerce directed its in-house lawyers to immediately 
redraft all regulations which affect import/export licenses and paperwork to reflect 
gender-neutral and spousal language where applicable.
   

THE BIGGER QUESTION: TAXES

The biggest impact from the June decision may yet be spousal taxes.

The Internal Revenue Service is “reviewing all options” for the 2013 tax year and 
they’ve got a little more time. The 2013-pay-2014 tax returns aren’t even eligible to 
be filed until January and aren’t due until 15th April 2014. However, opposite-gender 
spouses have always had the opportunity to alter deductions and quarterly filings to 
reflect changing income among the couple, IF they file a joint return.

The IRS is almost certain to allow same-gender couples to file a 2013 joint return. It’s 
unclear whether they’ll require a valid marriage certificate for couples to make such 
a filing. For decades, an opposite-gender couple needed only to declare their status 
of “married filing jointly” to qualify for the proper tax tables. No documentation of 
marriage was required until or unless the couple was subject to an audit. The IRS 
simply took their word for it.
   
And why should they treat us differently? And, to be fair — should a valid marriage be 
required for same-gender couples to file a joint return? If a household is maintained in 
the same manner as my parents’ home, the required financial sharing is in place for a 
joint return.  

There is one serious hurdle to the Obama administration’s rush to federal rule-making 
in this area: taxes run the federal budget. And the IRS has historically been aloof and 
separated from political switches at the White House. You need look no further than 
the recent c-4/Tea Party dust-up to see the IRS bureaucracy considers itself privileged 
and immune from Presidential meddling of any kind.

So here’s the big question: What will each state Department of Revenue do?

Those of us who complete their own tax returns without professional help all know 
our Adjusted Gross Income for state forms is calculated from the federal worksheet.  
It’s a transfer of the AGI number from the federal document to the top line of the state 
tax return and then the new state calculations begin.

All state tax assumptions are based on that AGI computation. If it’s a joint return, two 
incomes are likely used. And how will Indiana or other states treat that calculation IF 
same-gender couples take advantage of the expected IRS rule which allows for same-
gender joint filings?

It’s evidently a big conundrum. When I called the Indiana Dept. of Revenue, I reached 
one individual who sounded confused. Another phone call put me into one of those 
horrendous auto-attendant cycles which never ends.  

Oh yeah — they want your Social Security number before they’ll even talk to you.  

Call me suspicious, but a state government whose CEO forbade distribution of 
condoms at health fairs this year because of his personal beliefs, isn’t going to, uh, 
“bend over backwards” to accommodate our community in any sort of recognition, 
however dim it may be.  

Stay tuned.  This will get interesting.

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
Right Here, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!
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1N. Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis
Ph: 317.829.7182  Fax: 317.829.5825
Order Online - www.pitapitusa.com

Hours:
Mon-Thurs:
10am - 9pm

Fri: 10am - 10pm
Sat: 11am - 10pm

Now Open Weekdays at 7am for Breakfast!

Bring in this ad and we will 
donate $1 to end childhood 
hunger in Indianapolis.

MMLweekend.com

Mr. Michigan
Leather Weekend

SEPT 20-22

SEPT 13-15

SPECIAL GUEST ANDY CROSS, 
INTERNATIONAL MR. LEATHER 2013 VI IIX

Steven Teets
Mr. Michigan Leather 2013

Purchase your weekend pass online 
before September 1 and save!

MR.  MICHIGAN LEATHER CONTEST
NEW! FRIDAY BOTTOM’S BUFFET 

Not just for bottoms, our “Buffet” gives you the chance to 
sample fetishes without engaging in an entire scene. It allows 
you to experience play you may never have tried so you can 

see if you like it or not, or it may allow you to experience 
techniques on a skill you love, but at the hands of a different 
person. We will have 5 stations for your sampling pleasure. 

Experience something new, or just watch and learn.

FETISH CLASSES & DEMOS
AFTERNOON POOL COOKOUT

AFTER HOURS PARTIES

FALL 
WOMEN’S 
WEEKEND

SEPT  27-29

Cabaret: Kelly Carey Band 
Go/Go Girls
Dog Pound Tea

Men of Manwatch
Cabaret: Dunes Divas
Tea Dance CAR SHOW Saturday 2-4pm

269.857.1401   

SAUGATUCK, MI

w
w

w
.DunesResort.com
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Come Stay
Gay men and women find The 
Dunes Resort an ideal place to relax, 
unwind, and celebrate.
•	Rooms	offering	2	double	beds	to	king	suites
•	1	and	2	bedroom	Cottages,	some	with	
kitchens	and	hot	tubs.
•	Located	in	Saugatuck	Michigan,	one	of	the	
countries	most	gay	friendly	small	towns.
•	Minutes	from	the	beach	or	a	stroll	among	
shops	and	art	galleries

Come Play
Party and play at the Midwest’s 
largest gay and lesbian 
entertainment complex.
•	Nightclub	featuring	the	area’s	best	DJs
•	Cabaret	with	live	entertainment
•	One	of	the	best	outdoor	patio	gay	bars		
in	Michigan
•	Game	room	that	overlooks	the	main		
bar	and	deck
•	Beautiful	pool	area	with	bar	and	lounge

269.857.1401			
SAUGATUCK,	MI

w
w

w
.DunesResort.com
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By Dr. Fred Schloemer, LCSW / Louisville

Outside 
The Box

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Dear Dr. Fred: My partner of eight years and I are very much in love and have a wonderful 
relationship in most respects. There is only this one little area of conflict between us, but, 
as time goes by, it seems to be more of a problem.

My partner is very “gifted” in the equipment department, if I make my meaning clear? 
And I’m a bottom and he’s a top. Yeah, yeah, I know … most gay men would say, “So 
what’s wrong with that … it sounds like a good thing!” But it’s not. Because having sex 
with him really hurts me a lot. The only way I can manage to accommodate him at all is 
with lots of booze and some poppers. And I hate having to get high just to have sex with 
my lover.

I want to explore other ways of being sexual together … sex toys (small ones, that is), 
three ways or “more ways.” But he finds any such discussion terribly threatening.
What can I do to ease his sense of threat about expanding our horizons? And what can I 
do to become a better bottom to this major top I’m married to? I love him to death, but 
his “hardware” is literally killing me!

Sign me,
“Sore in South Bend”

Dear “Sore:”

The traditional mythology in gay male culture is that there’s no such thing as “too 
big.” But you might be surprised to know how often I hear this complaint from other 
couples I see in my practice (or at least from the partner who bottoms).

The matter has even come up at some social events my partner and I have attended, 
usually greeted by expressions of mock sympathy, such as “Gee, you poor thing, wish 
I had that problem myself!” But there’s nothing funny about having one’s most tender 
body parts stretched to the point of tearing, which happened to one of my clients 
awhile back, necessitating a painful and embarrassing emergency room visit.

The good news here is that you and your partner have been together a long 
time, obviously love each other deeply, and have a strong and apparently open 
communication with each other. So given that, I wonder what it is about trying 
these other ways of having sex together that is so threatening to your partner. Has he 
had negative experiences in the past with any of these forms of sexual expression? 
Certainly lots of gay men, and probably women too, have had their share of three ways 
(or more ways) gone wrong. 

The subject has come up a number of times in this column over the years, and the 
general consensus has been that three ways, or other group sexual encounters, can 
be a risky business. Participants need to have tremendous self-confidence, as well 
as tremendous trust in their partner and their relationship, in order to ensure that 
someone doesn’t feel left out, become jealous, or otherwise get their feelings hurt.
More often than not, the couples I’ve known who had group sexual experiences have 
found them to be largely unsatisfying, if not downright disastrous experiences. On 
more than one occasion, experimenting with group sex has actually led to a couple 
breaking up.

That said, my partner and I know a number of couples who have very strong and 
successful relationships who routinely engage in threesomes or other group sex. These 
couples see it as a form of shared play, and have very strict rules for how to keep the 
play from ever erupting into something more serious that might be damaging to their 
partnership.

Rule number one is that no one is ever pressured into doing anything with anyone 
that they don’t want to do. The decisions they make about when, where, how and with 
whom to have sex are totally voluntary and mutual.

Rule number two is that if anyone gets to feeling uncomfortable about any aspect 
of an encounter, they can use a “safe word” or phrase, to call a time-out and process 
what’s going on inside them with their partner. If the difficulty can’t be negotiated to a 
mutually satisfying conclusion, the deal is off and the encounter ends.

Rule number three is that they only play with others together. For either to have an 
outside fling with a third party on the sly is verboten, and to do so would be grounds 
for some very dire consequences, such as a trial separation, or worse yet, total break-
up.

Following these ground rules, the couples we know who engage in sex play with others 
seem to have found a way to make it work for them. They must have, obviously, as one 
of these couples has been together for over 25 years.

So my suggestion to you, Sore in South Bend, would be to explore more deeply with 
your partner just exactly what his fears are and how you might be able to find a way 
to overcome them together. Maybe agreeing to the rules above might be a good place 
to start. And maybe doing all your dialogues on the subject with a therapist’s guidance 
might also be a good idea. Whatever you do next with all of this, good luck to you and 
your partner.

Fred Schloemer, Ed.D., LCSW is a gay psychotherapist in Louisville. Write him at 
FredSchloemer@aol.com 
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By DJ "Miss" Hill / MJ's Cafe / Dayton

Music 
Corner

Catch DJ Hill every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at MJ’s Café in Dayton.

 Hill’s Top 10. Based on dance floor results & requests (Not what he thinks is hot

1 - Miley Cyrus - We Cant Stop (Mike Rizzo Funk Generation Mix)

2 - Ke$ha feat. will.i.am - Crazy Kids 

3 - Bruno Mars - Treasure (Cosmic Dawn Mix)

4 - Robin Thicke feat. T.I. & Pharrell - Blurred Lines (Liam Keegan & Anton Powers Mix)

5 - Jennifer Lopez feat. Pitbull - Live It Up

6 - will.i.am feat. Justin Bieber - #thatPOWER

7 - Pittbull feat. Christina Aguilera - Feel This Moment (Dark Intensity Club Mix)

8 - Jason Derulo - The Other Side (Smash Mode Mix)

9 - Ke$ha - C ’Mon (Wideboys Mix)

10 - Daft Punk - Get Lucky

Hey, kids!!! DJ Hill here. I’m sayin’ “Give me some freakin’ YAY!” It’s September and 
that means it’s my birthday month! “Yay, girl!” (Jager!). And don’t forget to throw a 
rock at my head. If you’re not a fan you won’t get that last part. 

Normally I start off with what ever new “hot” mixes are out there. The problem is 
what is considered hot. What’s considered new. A bootleg that some hack put out there 
on the web? Something on Youtube? And if it were on Youtube then I’m sure it was a 
bootleg because the actual artists use the Vevo part of Youtube to make sure everyone 
knows what’s from the label or from a hack. Word of mouth doesn’t work any more 
either because of the whole web thing. I could plagiarise from other gay mags or rags, 
too, but their hot new tunes are usually lesbian folk albums or some “inde” rock group 
from Washington. Besides, they’re mostly written by some conceited intern who thinks 
they know what music is.

So, the question is...What makes a good dance/club mix and why should it be popular? 
For me it’s because it makes me want to dance. The popular part? I don’t know these 
days. I often get requests for this or that huge pop star’s work, but what if it’s not a 
released single though it’s on the album? My rules are: 1.) If it’s on the album but not 
on the radio then it’s not a single, and 2.) If it wasn’t released as a single and not on the 
radio then it will not be popular nor will there be a club mix of it.

Another example...If it is on the “Tiesto” CD does that also make it good or popu-
lar? No. Just because a famous producer/DJ slapped a song on one of his or her mix 
albums does not make it a huge hit. That just means they tried to put something out 
there that they thought should be exposed to the public. Like some of us club DJ’s try 
to do. If it flops they stop playing it. If it packs the dance floor then by all means they 
play it again. But remember: just because someone plays the hell out of something in 
their car doesn’t mean everyone else wants to hear it.

And one more bad example. Just because it’s on Billboard’s Top 50 Club List doesn’t 
mean anything in the gay world. These are straight DJs who play straight music and 
report their opinions to Billboard. They fill out a form of the new stuff they like and 

send it in each month. It’s not like the Top 100 singles based on record sales (or pur-
chased mp3 downloads). It’s an opinion of the DJ who gets his monthly record pool 
supply and is required to send in a top ten.

Next month I’ll discuss request etiquette. There are a lot of rules to this one but I don’t 
have room this month to get into it. Let me tell you how I really feel…just sayin’. Wow! 
And here we go!!!

— Cher - Woman’s World: I usually start of with the gay stuff. And I can’t get any gay-
er than Cher. Keep in mind she released this a year ago (or maybe it got leaked...I can’t 
remember at this point) and now it’s new again. Someone actually walked up to me 
and asked how old this was. He was serious. I tried to tell him a year old but it’s new 
again but he couldn’t hear me. For some reason the Danny Verde Club seems to be the 
favourite but all I hear is a dub with repeated chorus lines. “This is a woman’s world. 
This is a woman’s world,” and then just music. Rinse and repeat and more music. Not 
a hit for me. Normally I like the Jason Nevin’s stuff but his mix is way too DubStep 
borderline. But it doesn’t suck. And then there’s the Tacey Young Mix which is better 
than the Verde Mix but with the same problem: Repeat the chorus over and over.

— Bruno Mars - Treasure: This is a weird one for me. It takes me back to the late 70’s 
and early 80’s when I would get up early getting ready for high school. The original 
takes me back to the old days. Even the video went all retro. But the Cosmic Dawn Mix 
takes that and speeds it up for club use.

— Miley Cyrus - We Cant Stop: A few months back I just started getting all these re-
quests for this one. And I’m thinking “Why?!” I finally got the video version of the Mike 
Rizzo Funk Generation Mix. I don’t like playing it but as long as it makes the kids 
happy... I can’t watch the video when I’m playing it. The last thing I want to see Miss 
Cyrus in a T-Shirt turned into a one-piece swim suit. Thank God there’s no camel toe! 
But there you have it. Ick!

— Maroon 5 - Love Someboy: I’m only putting this out there ‘cause it’s Maroon 5’s 
Adam Levine getting slopped around in some kind of mud special effect thing. The 
original is slow but the Dj Kue Mix makes it possible for me to play in the club with a 
video to boot! Sexy but weird…

That’s it for now. I’ll leave more room next month for more scary mixes. Check me 
out at MissHillDJ.com or find me on Facebook under DJ-Douglas Hill. I’d love to hear 
from you. Happy clubbing!
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By Bill Elliott / Word Critic

Standard 
Reviewer

“New York, New York — a helluva town,” wrote Betty Comden and Adolph Green 
in the 1944 musical, On the Town. And, despite many ups and downs in the ensuing 
years, New York is still a helluva town.

Of course, it’s a helluva lot more fun if you have a one-percenter income and a liberal 
budget because these days New York is a hell of an expensive town! 

I decided to treat my 15-year-old niece and 16-year-old nephew (who are visiting from 
England during their school Summer break) to a few days in the Big Apple before 
introducing them to the relatively placid atmosphere of Southern Indiana.

The youngsters arrived from England quite late on a Wednesday evening at Newark 
Liberty International Airport, and after a zippy NJ Transit train ride into Penn Station 
and a short cab ride a few blocks north, we checked into the legendary Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel. 

The Waldorf Astoria is still a very impressive-looking hotel from the outside and its 
lobby features some exquisite bas-relief design work that makes art deco buildings (of 
which there are hundreds in NYC) so elegant and beautiful to look at.

The room we were given, however (though nice enough), reminded me of one of 
those 1930s Hollywood actresses, already in their 40s or 50s, still playing the role of 
an ingénue. There wasn’t much to distinguish the room by way of decoration — a 
little odd in a building with such an ornate exterior and lobby — except for a small 
antechamber or boudoir between the main room and the bathroom, which featured an 
entire wall (including two huge closets) comprised of mirrors. I could picture all those 
faded Hollywood actresses in the 1930s and ’40s applying their makeup with trowels.

Trying to get a room for an adult and two teenagers (a boy and a girl) in New York is 
no easy task unless you are extremely wealthy. There are suites in the Waldorf which 
run from $2,500 to $12,000 a night.  But unfortunately, I don’t fall into that income 
bracket.

All in all, however, I was pretty satisfied with the room because it was quite spacious 
(unusual by New York standards), and the nice young man who checked us in at 
reception even threw in extra breakfast buffet coupons for our three-day stay (The bed 
and breakfast rate only including breakfast for two!). It did save us about $120 over 
the entire stay.

After checking in, it was off to Times Square (just a few blocks away from the Waldorf) 
for an hour or so of sightseeing. 

In the city that never sleeps, Times Square falls into a category by itself. It is like 
stepping into a 1950s or ‘60s science -fiction film showing what the city of the future 
will look like. One of New York’s biggest tourist attractions at any time of day, Times 
Square is still teaming with humanity around midnight and the immediate problem 
for most people dazzled by the giant neon advertising screens is to avoid bumping into 
other tourists while walking around in a daze. The kids loved it!

The next morning provided a visit to the top of the Empire State Building (another 
place to avoid if you are even remotely claustrophobic). The last time I visited the 
upper levels of this aptly-titled stately structure was more than 30 years ago — and 
in December. It seemed quite pleasant then, if a tad bracing, and the views were 
magnificent. 

They views are still jaw-droppingly impressive, but finding a decent viewing place is 
near impossible without jostling someone out of the way or waiting (patiently) for 
a turn to snap a few pictures before retreating and allowing someone else to do the 
same. 

As I haven’t been to New York City since the twin towers came down, I found it 
difficult to look towards the southern tip of Manhattan without seeing those twin 
landmarks.

Next up was a boat ride around Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty. While those two 

landmarks are as iconic as the Empire State Building, the trip was most memorable 
for the views it provides of Manhattan — especially its formidable bridges.

No trip to New York City would be complete without a visit to a Broadway show and 
there are so many to choose from. I was tempted by Spider-man: Turn off the Dark, 
which sounds spectacular but which has been panned by critics for being a bit thin in 
terms of plot and decent songs.

So, we chose The Lion King. And we were glad we did.
I was not impressed by the 1994 animated Disney film, but the stage musical is a 
completely different kettle of fish. Everything about the production — from the set 
design, lighting and staging, to the staggeringly beautiful costumes and puppetry — is 
simply spellbinding.

The show’s opening is most striking. The procession of animals onto the stage is a 
foretaste of the wonders to come. Especially notable were the elephants and giraffes. 
The costumes — if that is not too simple a term — are a co-mingling of puppetry and 
the human form, in some cases (the lions and hyenas, for example) creating an almost 
cyborgian hybrid.

The lions are perhaps the most imposing figures, the actors playing them being 
able, with a simple swish of the head, to transform themselves from friendly 
anthropomorphic figures into intimidating leonine ones. The hyenas, likewise, have 
technological enhancements that make them look otherworldly.

The story of young Simba (the son of Musafa, the king of the lions), who is ousted 
from the Pride Lands after his father dies by his scheming and self-serving uncle, Scar, 
is simplicity itself. As the young lion grows into an exiled adult, he feels restless. With 
his friends, the meerkat, Timon, and the warthog, Pumbaa, he sets off to return to his 
home and secure his rightful place.

The songs run the gamut from hypnotic African choral chants to pure Elton John pop 
ballads (Can’t You Feel the Love Tonight). The characters also imbue the story with 
some witty one-liners and references to popular culture, including the original Lion 
King film (My favourite line was delivered by Zazu, the hornbill, who says after a 
particularly action-packed sequence, “Well, that was dramatic. You don’t see that on 
Downton Abbey!”). 

For anyone venturing to New York at any time of the year, I would highly recommend 
seeing The Lion King. It is perfect for all ages. My two young relatives loved it. And so 
did I.

The Lion King has eight performances weekly at The Minskoff Theatre at the 
intersection of W. 45th Street and Seventh Avenue in New York City.
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Pink In 
The Sheets

By Mz. Pink / Word Columnist 

A Letter To 
The Word

Mz. Pink,

I am in a turning point in my life. I have a job and I make more money than my partner. 
I know this bothers her because she wants to be more of the provider for our family, but 
she isn’t able to.  

I don’t know how to make her feel like her contributions are still needed, appreciated and 
helpful. She seems to think that what she is putting in isn’t enough and wants to quit 
altogether. I try to be supportive and tell her that what she does is needed and we couldn’t 
make it without her contributions, which is true. How should I handle this situation and 
how can I make her feel important and needed?

Less of a woman — Indy.

Dear Less,

This can be a difficult situation, especially if your partner has insecurities. It seems 
when someone is insecure they are almost inconsolable. It can get exhausting trying to 
lift them up. I get it, but when it comes to something like pay and contributing, it can 
get difficult to deal with if she seems to feel that she is unneeded. Nobody wants to feel 
that their family can survive without them.  

If she has ever fully supported the family, if you were ever on a hiatus from work and 
she had to take care of everything, and then it suddenly switched to you being the 
bread-winner then that could be a blow to her ego. It’s hard to split things evenly when 
one of you is getting more than the other, but these types of things happen all the time 
— especially if there is a job loss or other issues get in the way which prevent a person 
from working and bringing in an income.

I suggest staying supportive, even if it seems like you are getting nowhere. Stay 
positive and remember how you felt (if you were in that position) when you couldn’t 
contribute 100% to taking care of your family. This is a situation where you should put 
yourself in her shoes and not fall victim to a fight. Don’t argue with her about how she 
should feel. She is going to feel the way she does no matter what and all you can do is 
try to understand and try to comfort her.

I also recommend make a list of bills, chores, etc. which can be split as evenly as 
possible. Let her know she needs to pay this, do that, fix whatever and if she can’t 
financially cover the things on her list, then let her know you will pick up the slack if 
necessary, and she can fill in with more chores and non-monetary contributions. 

This will give her sole responsibility for things that she can do and feel good about 
doing. Show her that if she doesn’t do something that everyone suffers and hopefully 
she will see that what she is doing is contributing to the functionality of your and 
her home. Try to prove to her that if she wasn’t your partner that things would not 
get done and caring for your home and family would be very difficult. Basically what 
you need to do is keep showing her she is needed, but not in an obvious way and 
not always in a financial way. Don’t say things like, “See, when you did what was on 
that list, it showed me how much you are needed,” or “I keep telling you that you are 
needed.” Make her feel appreciated without pointing it out and she’ll get it.

In a heterosexual couple, men are the ones used to being the sole providers and it has 
been that way for a long time. With two women, when one of you takes the role of the 
sole provider, it seems to leave the other at a loss because it’s been ingrained in us to 
take on roles in a relationship. It could be that she is taking on the role where she is 
the more dominant and therefore feels she is supposed to take care of your and her 
family. This could make it difficult in the relationship and cause a strain personally on 
her, you and your relationship. Remember that in any relationship you don’t want one 
or the other person to feel less needed, but there is really no way to avoid this in your 
case from what you told me. Just make sure to communicate how it is, how it needs 
to be and what the two of you can do to come together to make everyone happy. Two 
incomes (no matter the amount) are better than one or none. Trust me on that! Good 
luck!

Mz. Pink

Dear friend of the Gay, Lesbian, Bi & Trans Community in Cincinnati,

I recently had a conversation with a young lady who identified herself as a lesbian. As 
the conversation moved to a discussion about church and God, she let me know that 
she did not feel welcome in the church because of her lifestyle and her relationships. 
Over and over I have heard the same story and each time I have cried with them be-
cause they felt that there was no place for them in God’s House. Because of this I have 
decided to take a stand. 

To those students of the Old Testament, “Jubilee” is a familiar term. Every 49 years Ju-
bilee was celebrated. All debts were cancelled. All in slavery were set free. The ground 
was allowed to rest. It was a time of celebration and of freedom. 

Jubilee Cincinnati is based on that idea. We are here to celebrate, to consecrate, to 
dedicate. We will celebrate who we are, regardless of race, gender or sexual orienta-
tion. We are the People of God. We will consecrate our lives to experiencing God’s end-
less and uninhibited Love. We will dedicate ourselves to each other, forming a bond 
and a real community, loving each other just as we love God. 

I extend my hand to you, to invite you to join us in this journey of love and unity. I 
know that others have tried this and failed and there is no guarantee that this will be 
successful. But the difference here is, in my heart of hearts I feel God is leading us and 
that because of that, we will make a difference. 

Our first meeting will be on the 4th of October (the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi) at 
New Spirit MCC on Hamilton Ave., in Northside (Cincinnati). The meeting will begin 
at 7 p.m. with great singing and a celebration and preaching. 

Treats will be available after the meeting. Several pastors have already said they will 
be there. I hope you can attend and bring many friends. All are welcome. The meeting 
will not be the same without you.

Keep this work in your prayers. Make plans to attend. Remember, love God and love 
each other!

In the Father’s service, Brother Mike.
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FREE CASH! 3 WAYS! 3 DAYS!
EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY • AUG. 2 THRU SEPT. 29

FREE CASH! 
3 WAYS! 3 DAYS!

Every Friday, Saturday AND Sunday 
• Through Sept. 29 •

FREE CASH! 3 WAYS! 3 DAYS!
EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY • AUG. 2 THRU SEPT. 29

FREE CASH! 3 WAYS! 3 DAYS!
EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY • AUG. 2 THRU SEPT. 29

FREE CASH! 3 WAYS! 3 DAYS!
EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY • AUG. 2 THRU SEPT. 29

Cash in Your Points 
for FREE SLOT PLAY!

Win up to $100,000  
INSTANTLY!

Win $50 Every 
Half Hour!

Complete details available at Club Centaur. Management reserves all rights. Must be 21 years or older to enter casino. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

Just minutes North of Indy off I-69 at exit 226 in Anderson.

(317) 656-7223
HPWinnersCircle.com

Details available at Club Centaur Programs Counter. Must be 18 years or older to enter. Management reserves all rights. Some programs subject to change.

Downtown Indy - Just one block from Monument Circle at 
20 N. Pennsylvania between Washington and Market Streets.

Hoosier Park’s Winner’s Circle Pub, Grille & OTB

Get In On Big Fun Sundays  
and Leave the Travel to Us!

Join us at the Winner’s Circle and travel round-trip to  
Hoosier Park for a day of thrills for only $10!

Your Sunday Packages Includes:
• Round-Trip Bus Transportation

• $10 in FREE Slot Play
• $10 in FREE Dining

(800) 526-7223
HoosierPark.com

HOOSIER PARK RACING & CASINO

Food, Friends, Fun, Horseplay...
A WINNING COMBINATION!
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Hackin’ 
The Net

By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher 
Defaults...or to quote from an old, old episode of the BBC British comedy Are You Being 
Served: “It’s default of whosever stupid idea it was!”

But now that we got the humour out of the way, do you check defaults and more 
importantly, do you pay attention to them?  I recently updated the operating systems (OS) 
on my phone and computer and found things happening that I didn’t recall from before 
the updates, which sent me to ask why at the store and to discuss it with some friends. 

The answers came back identical: Defaults. This was followed in all cases by a reminder 
that manufacturers, websites and companies who serve and service the web all have 
agendas — some of them you and I could and should do without — if only we knew what 
to do to change them.

That’s where this column comes in because we will hopefully give you some hints, some 
useful information and some suggestions you can use and watch for now or when you 
update — whether it’s the OS on your phone, or from Windows 7 to 8 on your computer or 
to the latest Apple OS due this Autumn.

The biggest caveat I have is to remember that in many (not all, but I feel too many) cases 
the defaults are set to try and get you and I to share information (which we may not wish 
to share) or to buy stuff or be subjected to promotions and ads about “our interests” or at 
least what the app or website thinks it is or should be.

The recent Facebook update is a prime example. The Motley Fool, a well-known stock 
market advice and research site, said almost everything that needed said when they 
reported that Facebook revenues jumped 23% from the first to the second quarter of this 
year, BUT at the same time, they noted what’s driving that bump: a huge increase in ads 
often forced upon the user, especially those using Facebook’s mobile site. They noted, 
after telling of the increase, “The bad news: The ad assault is interfering with the user 
experience...” and a survey by the American Customer Satisfaction Index folks notes that 
“27% of users surveyed complained that ads are ruining their Facebook experience these 
days...”

Think about that. More than one in four displeased, and increasing rapidly because those 
defaults and “suggestions” are all set to make you and I watch more and more ads — 
whether or not we want to look or buy.

Not all sites allow those to be turned off, but you can at least limit some of the things 
which appear unwanted. Step one is to find and turn off pop-up windows. In some 
programmes and devices that’s under preferences and others under security, but most 
browsers offer you the chance to turn them off. Do keep in mind that while this will 
stop some of those ads from appearing (A few clever sites know how to circumvent your 
choices.) you will find others you may want to visit require pop-ups be turned on. Things 
like chats and instant messages often make use of pop-ups, so if you turn them off you 
may suddenly find you can’t talk to your sister or boyfriend on IM anymore. Remember 
those toggles go both ways so if you miss things you are blocked from with the switch 
“off”, turn the pop ups back on.

Phone and tablet OS functions also have some of the same issues with defaults. I tend to 
turn off the ones asking if the iPhone I have can use my current location because I just do 
not think it’s anybody’s business if I’m in my easy chair at home or Kenwood or Keystone 
shopping for gifts. The choice is entirely yours, but be warned there’s a lot being done (and 
for big bucks) involving those defaults.

If you use AT&T chances are you recently got a letter (We got one for each line we have 
on our family plan.) advising that they are changing some tariffs and rules, including ones 
which gather information about you when you use your mobile.

They mention two specific uses which the letter tells in some detail how to opt out of on 
your device, but simply put one allows you (if you fail to opt out) to be “aggregated” into 
data and one to be more specifically be targeted by advertisers. The aggregation merely 
means they can tell and share how many of their users, for example, were at a specific 
location during a certain time period. Say, and this is our not their example, a department 
store wants to know how many AT&T users on a given Saturday were in their stores or 
who walked by and did not come in. AT&T could tell them 56 at this mall, 39 at another 
and on and on. There are no specific phones or numbers or names attached, so you are 

“aggregated” meaning “grouped” but they still know which I find somewhat invasive.

I feel the second option goes beyond invasive and into almost creepy territory as unless 
you opt out of the default, it allows them to know you are at a certain store and then 
have the store send a coupon or special or message to your specific phone! I have nothing 
against any store, mall or anyone making a buck, but I feel it’s too much “big brother” to 
let strangers know where I am, even if it means I don’t get that 10% off coupon or other 
deal AT&T’s client is sending to my phone by opting out.

But let’s not demonise AT&T or any store, carrier or mode of communication. Defaults go 
well beyond just one company, phone or iPad. You computer is filled with “traps” which 
while they may not be quite as obvious still exist. Preferences you can turn off allow your 
camera or camera phone to tell where you were and when you took a photo. Try logging 
into a British, Australian or other website which is restricted to folks in that country and 
your internet protocol (IP) address tells the server at the other end where you are. In the 
case of a site like www.bbc.co.uk/news/ that means you will get the non-British, world 
news site and it will (unlike the UK one) contain ads for things in your country. Also this 
and most sites use restrictions based upon your location to let you access certain content. 
The only way around that is with a VPN (virtual private network) subscription which 
we’ve discussed here previously and which “fools” the server at the other end into thinking 
you are in Brisbane when you are in Louisville.

Your computer is probably also filled with cookies. No, not the chocolate chip kind, but 
small bits of information which can save you time and effort on some log-ins, but tell the 
servers at the other end a lot about you — information they use to (what else?) try and sell 
you this or that. 

Cookies are how Amazon.com knows what you ordered last time and makes “suggestions” 
of similar stuff you may want this visit. They are how map programmes tell that last time 
you were there you searched for a route from Lima, Ohio, to Jacksonville, Illinois and 
they ask if you are still looking for that. Cookies tell a lot about where you have surfed, 
what you have bought and more. And they even tell merchants what items you viewed, but 
what things you “abandoned” in your online shopping cart and did not buy. That way they 
can e-mail you with specials or 10% off offers to buy those items you failed to purchase 
last time.

I’d suggest you clear out cookies or look for your browser’s control and refuse them 
(which you can do) but be warned: clearing that cookie jar will mean those auto-fill-in 
passwords you “save” will have to be typed in every time as will anything and everything 
else, which is time consuming and aggravating. 

Many sites also do (as is required) warn or ask you if they can use a cookie. If you deny 
the request, you may find the gate is barred and you won’t get in or you will get in but not 
be able to use much of the site’s functionality. Leaving cookies on will save you time and 
aggravation with passwords or user names, but do be warned, you are handing out a lot of 
personal data at the same time.

Finally, remember that defaults are in places where you’d not expect them. This is not 
always bad, but like cookies, what’s on and off can gobble up portable device storage 
space, battery life and your data allocation or slow your computer. The biggest things 
to remember are screen brightness on that phone (Use as low a setting as possible, turn 
on auto-brightness.) and also be sure you turn on auto-lock. The latter turns off your 
screen after an idle time period you pick (On iPhone the choices are between one and five 
minutes or never.). That means all of the functions operate and you will get your instant 
messages, hear your music, see e-mails, texts or get  calls and the phone will light up 
when you touch the screen, but otherwise the screen remains dark when not in use and 
you’ll double or triple your time needed between charges.

Oh, and finally, as a friend reminded: there IS a toggle to turn off predictive text on the 
iPhone and other devices. It’s that silliness which lets the phone assume what you want to 
say and finish your words and sentences. This results in a lot of funny, silly and sometimes 
obscene or worse texts or postings we could all do without. I have mine in the “off” 
position!

Just one of 
the myriad 
of windows 
offering 
choices. Be 
sure you 
make the 
right ones!
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and
the
by Matt Ponder

pecs
We all have different thoughts on what the future holds for us, both as individuals 
and as denizens of this planet. According to the world of film and literature, here are 
some of the highlights of what lies ahead: killer robots, hungry zombies, eloquent 
apes, televised death matches, totalitarian government and genetically modified 
human beings all set within a dystopian landscape full of poison air and ultraviolent 
wildlife. Fun, right? And here you thought all you had to dread was the next 
Christmas shopping season.

 Movies like Elysium, The Hunger Games, The Matrix and Blade Runner are not 
painting a bright future for mankind. Even classic films like Logan’s Run and Soylent 
Green show a grim fate for the human race.  

In Logan’s Run, the population is controlled by exterminating anyone who reaches 
the age of 30. Once the crystal in your hand turns red, it’s curtains for you, my 
friend. Can you imagine? If your life was ending at 30 are you where you want to be 
in your life? Would you even be alive to read these words? 

This idea of time being monitored by the dark government was recently echoed in 
the 2011 movie In Time. Written by Andrew Niccol, who previously showed us a 
future of genetically perfect individuals in his biopunk film Gattaca, In Time shows 
us a bleak destiny where time is the only currency. 

Humans have been bioengineered to be born with a digital clock on their forearm, 
and once they reach 25, they stop aging and the clock starts ticking backwards to 
zero. You can earn time at your job and exchange it for goods and services (“Four 
minutes for a cup of coffee? Yesterday it was three!”), and the more you collect, 
the longer you live. In other words, the rich can live forever while the poor have to 
scramble to survive each day.  

Sure, it sounds crazy and the movie is slightly muddled — even though the sexy, 
razor-stubbled Justin Timberlake is the star — but it does hold the one idea that is 
inherently fascinating: that time itself is the most valuable currency of all because 
it’s the one thing you can never get back, and once it’s gone, it’s gone. 

Nowadays, we get paid for our time hourly or yearly, but when you spend time with 
someone or doing something it is an investment, just as we invest money. Even the 
phrase “spend some time” is an allusion to commerce. In my last column I talked 
about how the majority of today’s population spend most of their time with their 
heads down, staring at a phone or tablet screen. Imagine if you had a series of 
glowing green numbers counting down to your “time-out”. Then would you look up 
and live life in the moment?  

We plan for our future and think about what will happen tomorrow instead of 
grabbing each moment when it comes. But the dichotomy between not having 
enough time and having all the time in the world is that if time was truly unlimited, 
why would we bother being spontaneous? Why do today what you can do in a 
century, right? Every day we see people gone before their time and we shake our 
heads at the unfairness of it all. The truth is, all of our days are numbered, just not 
in a countdown clicking on your forearm.  

This, of course, raises the age-old question: do you want to know how much time 
you have left? If you had the exact date and time of your demise would you live 
your life differently? Or would you waste it on mindless activities and a crushing 
workload until, like the titular character in Logan’s Run, the LifeClock in your hand 
turns red?

As you can see, the ideal age has changed since Logan’s Run. In that film it was 30, 
but the characters in In Time stop aging at 25. In our youth obsessed society, the 

notion of staying 25 forever has an even greater appeal than merely living forever. 
Youth and beauty hold the highest rank among all other things, including wealth 
and social status.  

What’s better? A sun-kissed 25-year-old football player from the wrong side of the 
tracks or a balding 65-year-old millionaire from an upper crust family? Sure, the 
older man has money, but he can’t turn back the clock. Smooth skin, an unlined 
brow and carved-out abs will trump stock options and seven figures any day. And 
why is that?  Because time is more valuable, which makes youth more valuable. 
How may times have you thought: “I wish I could go back and do it all over again”? 
That is merely an echo of what you perceive as wasted youth ringing in your mind.

One of the more interesting plot points in In Time is the fact that you can share 
your time with others. Not only can you live forever as a dazzling, youthful 25-year-
old, you can keep the ones you love alive as well by merely giving them more time. 
There’s no need for regret or empty wishes that you could have said the things you 
wanted to say to your parents, your brother or your friend who died too young. A 
simple handshake and you’ve given them five more minutes or 10 more years along 
with another chance for you to tell them how you feel.

Simply put: time is everything. It’s worth more than money or pink diamonds or 
even Cézanne’s “The Card Players”. We forget this every day of our lives. Time is 
what we want the most and use the worst. I am a firm believer in speaking your 
mind and seizing all opportunities. The clock doesn’t stop while you decide whether 
to say “I love you”, take a job, kiss a man or jump fully clothed into a swimming 
pool.  

How many times have you said: “I wish there were more hours in the day”? The 
truth is we all get the same 24. The same that were given to Albert Einstein, Steve 
Jobs and Harvey Milk. It’s not the amount of hours in the day but what you fill those 
hours with.  Sure we all have to work, but there is plenty of time for love, laughter, 
friendship and family — four things that make life worth living.  

The time is now. It’s never too late to do something, anything that makes it seem 
like you’re not throwing away precious minutes. Time is the only capital that any of 
us has.  And it’s the only thing we can’t afford to lose.   

MarchOnSpringfield 
ForMarriageEquality @IllinoisMarcheswww.MarchOnSpringfield.org

Sponsors

B e s t G a y C h i c a g o . c o m

Chicago Black Gay 
Men’s Caucus
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ATTACK of the recurring Syphilis!

Its Back!
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LIVE BANDS
BEER GARDENS
DANCING
FOOD
KIDS’ ACTIVITIES
INFO BOOTHS

GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY: WWW.PRIDELAFAYETTE.ORG/OUTFEST

WWW.FACEBOOK/OUTFESTLAFAYETTE

@OUTFESTLAFIN

Lafayette OUTFest Photos By 

Ted Fleischaker & Ivan Howard
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Anthony       eam realty
Covering all your real estate needs when you need us.

www.AnthonyTeamRealty.com

Jim
Anthony
REALTOR® 

Jessica Klopfer, ASSISTANT • David Lowery, STAGING

317.488.1673

Diane Cassidy
REALTOR®

Rena Swails
REALTOR®  

F.C. Tucker Co., Inc.
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Open Weekdays For 
Breakfast & Lunch, Too

At 116 N. Delaware 
Across From City Market

P.S. If You Can’t Come To Us, We’ll 
Come To You — 

We Cater At Home Or Office!

Fall’s Work Days 
Mean Office & 

School Lunches
And Who Better Than 
Stars To Cater Them 

For You At Your 
School Or Office?
Small Or Large 

Meetings Or Groups, 
We Come To You!
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For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Downtown Serenity AlAnon Family
Group

(New  (as of June 2012) Group Meeting in Downtown Indianapolis)

Thursdays at 6 pm

Roberts Park United Methodist Church
(Library)

401 N. Delaware Street
Indianapolis, IN  46204

Free parking is available in the lot east of the church. If you park on the
street be aware the meters are in effect until 9 pm.

Use the “office” entrance on Vermont Street and follow the signs to the
Library (located near the Delaware Street entrance).

There will be no separate beginner meetings at this location, but beginners
are welcomed and encouraged to attend.

Questions?
Contact Jim D.
317.513.8229
downtownafg@hotmail.com

24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628   18+   ©2013 PC LLC    www.MegaMatesMen.com    2542

1-888-
 MegaMatesTM

For other local 
numbers call: 

FREE CODE:
Indy Word

Indianapolis

(317) 322.9000
Chicago
(312) 726.6342
Dayton
(937) 395.9001
Columbus
(614) 888.7777
Cincinnati
(513) 821.4500
Louisville
(502) 561.6666

WARNING
HOT GUYS!

TO LISTEN &
REPLY TO ADS!

FREE
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Bill Malcolm / Word Columnist

Play 
Ball!

Fall is here after a delightful Summer and we have a tennis tournament, a volleyball 
tournament, and news about the women’s rugby club — plus we get a Rocky Mountain 
high by visiting Denver, the mile high city.

TENNIS TEAM SCHEDULES CLASSIC

Starting off closer to home than Denver, 28th through 30th Septembr, IndyTennis will 
host their 10th annual tennis tournament, the Classic 10. It’s not too late to register 
(www.glta.net) or at the club’s new site (www.indytennis.wordpress.com).Spectators 
are welcome to come out to watch the event. 

VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT COMING IN OCTOBER

5th & 6th October a national volleyball tournament will be held in Plainfield, Indiana, 
in Indianapolis’ western suburbs not far from the airport. Visit www.circlecityfest.com 
for details. By the way, Circle City Fest is back for another fabulous year, and will be 
held those same dates (5th & 6th October) in Indianapolis. They are celebrating five 
years so organisers promise this year’s events will “be big.”

CCE Sports Network will be doing a live webcast of the action to be streamed on their 
website. Follow them on Facebook and check out their website to donate or watch 
what’s new. E-mail Jen Bernhardt, tournament director, with any additional questions 
or feedback at circlecityfest@yahoo.com

WOMEN’S RUGBY RESUMES  

The Indianapolis-based Indy Hoydens are a women’s rugby team. The Hoydens went 
9-3 in play in the Spring and are excited to continue into the Fall season, when they 
are expected to win their division.  They welcome athletes of all abilities to join their 
team, “no experience needed.”  Come join them for practice from 6 to 8 on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings at their Lawrence pitch (4510 North Richardt Avenue) and 
invite all your friends to their first home match set 21st September. That’s them at the 
bottom of the first column, by the way! Still need more information? Check them out 
at  www.hoydens.org. You can also send them an e-mail, too at indyhoydensrugby@
gmail.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH! WE’RE OFF TO DENVER

This month we visit Denver, the mile high city, which has a lot to offer the visitor. The 
governor is a former microbrewer and the people are laid back and friendly. 

Whether you go for a long weekend or for a week’s vacation, I guarantee you won’t run 
out of things to do.

Stay: The Sheraton (Plaza Building) is located in an old Department store. The rooms 
are spacious and quiet. The hotel is on the 16th Street Mall which is very handy since 
there is a free bus that runs constantly on the mall. You can also walk up to Capitol 
Hill from the hotel. If you got bucks to spend on lodging, Ted, my publisher, loves the 
traditional hotel downtown, The Brown Palace (321 17th Street) but be prepared, it 
is pricy though you can go for dinner at their famous restaurant and “sight see” the 
inside while there.

For the budget traveller, try The TownePlace Suites by Marriott. It is a mile south 
of downtown. You can rent a B-bike shared bike (station at nearby Denver Health 
Hospital) or take the bus (or walk) to the hotel which has a lot of interesting new 
restaurants and shops on nearby Broadway Street. See www.tripadvisor.com for 
reviews of these and other hotels in the area. 

Play: Rent a Denver Bike, B-Cycle. It is just $8 a day but return it to another station 
every 30 minutes to avoid the $4 per half hour charge after the first half hour or so. 
There are stations all over town and remember to bring your helmet. Fun trails include 
the Cherry Creek Trail and Platte River Trail. Confluence Park is a must just east of 
downtown. Visit the REI and ride the antique train.

Eat: Go west over the Pedestrian Bridge to the Highlands neighborhood for the best 
food in Denver. LoDo (lower downtown) has a lot of great restaurants but is more 
touristy. If you got bucks, try Ted’s fave: The Brown Palace’s Ship Tavern, whch boasts 
the town’s best prime rib and a whole lot more.

Don’t miss: The Art Museum is a must if only for the architecture. The Botanic 
Garden just east of Capitol Hill is nice as well. 

Get out of town: Boulder nearby is home of the University of Colorado and Pearl 
Street Mall. Rocky Mountain National Park beckons just beyond Boulder in Estes 
Park. And in the Winter it’s skiing, skiing, skiing! (Or do you prefer boarding?)
 
Nightlife:  For information, pick up a copy of Outfront (or read it on line). It’s the local 
gay newspaper and is full of ideas.
 
Travel tips: Rental car not needed if you are just seeing the city. Take the RTD bus 
from the airport to downtown but bring $11 exact change. (The light rail to the airport 
opens next year to avoid this lengthy and, to some, boring bus ride.) 

Frontier, Southwest and United all have non-stops to Denver International Airport so 
for now the fares are reasonable and the service is quick from all our Word cities.
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Our Media Partners:

like us | follow us | watch us

For more information, visit us at 
www.prideofindy.org

PRIDE OF INDY 
— SINCE 2005 —

MARCHING • PEP

JAZZ ENSEMBLE

CONCERT BAND

2013-2014 SEASON 
Rehearsals Begin the Second Week of September

See Our Website for Ensemble Rehearsal Times & Locations 
— No Auditions —
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By Sheila Suess Kennedy
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From Russia, With(out) Love        

There is a lesson for all of us in Russia’s dramatic repression of gays and gay advocacy, 
and it isn’t necessarily the lesson we think.

For readers who may have spent the last few weeks in a real closet, or perhaps on 
an ice floe in Antartica, here’s the quick-and-dirty: Russia strongman Vladimir Putin 
suddenly (at least it seemed sudden from an American vantage point) announced what 
amounted to an official war on homosexuality. The Russian legislature unanimously 
rubber-stamped a measure imposing huge fines on people found to have engaged in 
“propaganda of nontraditional sexual relations,” which has increasingly been used to 
harass, fine and imprison anyone expressing pro-gay sentiments.

Although same-sex relationships are not criminal in Russia, anti-gay sentiment is very 
strong, and support for Putin’s vendetta against the gay, lesbian, bi & trans community 
is high. 

Putin is engaging in a time-honoured tactic employed by autocrats when things 
aren’t going so well. His personal prejudices or lack thereof are irrelevant. If the 
goal is distraction, the tactic is to identify the most useful “shiny object” — a group 
sufficiently powerless and unpopular to guarantee that a high-profile campaign 
against its members will work to shift citizens’ focus away from what’s wrong with the 
country. 

In more extreme cases, the group won’t just be used as a distraction; it will be made 
the scapegoat for all the things that are wrong with the country. Hitler blamed 
Germany’s problems on the Jews; in other countries, it has been communists or 
Muslims or minority religious groups. An academic paper on scapegoating explains 
why it works: 

A strong advantage in scapegoating is that the whole society or a whole social 
group is raised in status against the targeted minority or individual, and any 
societal behaviour is at the same time legitimised (“Of course we are full of 
defects, but we do not act like them”). 

In order to reap the political benefits of scapegoating, however, it is first necessary 
to dehumanise members of the targeted group. So gays are promiscuous pedophiles, 
Jews are scheming, rapacious businessmen, blacks are lazy and black men lust for 
white women, Muslims are obsessed with jihad…. Whoever they may be, “they” 
aren’t people like us. History provides us with a long list of convenient and available 
stereotypes for almost any group you might want to target. 

Scapegoating as a political tactic almost always arises in times of national stress —
times when things aren’t going well and those in charge need someone to blame. 

What is happening in Russia right now is a textbook example of scapegoating. The 
dissolution of the Soviet Union did not bring nirvana to the long-suffering people 
of Russia — far from it. Russians have struggled to form democratic governing 
institutions in a country that has never had them; a country without a culture of self-
rule. Much the same upheaval — for many of the same reasons — is occurring in the 
Middle East in the wake of the Arab Spring. There is similar unrest in many other 
parts of the world, including much of Africa.

These are profoundly dangerous times for people who belong to marginalised 
groups. The temptation to “pull a Putin” will be very great in many other countries 
experiencing upheaval. Yes, gay people are at risk in Russia. Yes, we must bring 
political pressure to bear and we must work to moderate and reverse these 
discriminatory policies. But the real lesson to be learned from this is that we are all in 
this together. In a dangerous world, we are all vulnerable.

When I was director of Indiana’s ACLU, I constantly reminded people that rights are 
indivisible. If everyone doesn’t have them, no one really does. A country that can pick 
on gay people today can pick on Muslims or Christians — or redheads — tomorrow. 

As a friend of mine once put it, “Poison gas is a great weapon until the wind shifts.”

Jill A. Ditmire / Mass Ave Wine Shoppe

Jill’s
Swill

...Is on Holiday & Will return soon
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By Michael Wright / Edward D Jones

Finances 
In Focus

120 East Market Street, Suite 370 , Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317.236.0477  / 317.454.0732 (Fax)

toddlaw@sbcglobal.net

As Americans, we’re used to thinking that we will inevitably do better than our 
parents’ generation. But, for now at least, this type of progress may be facing some 
roadblocks — and this inability to gain ground, financially, can have real implications 
for today’s younger people and their approach to investing — and that includes many 
of you who are readers of The Word.

Before we get to the investment component, though, let’s quickly review the nature of 
the problem. In a nutshell, younger Americans — that’s those of you readers in your 
twenties and thirties — have accrued significantly less wealth than their parents did at 
the same age, according to a recent study by the Urban Institute. Here’s why:

Bursting of housing “bubble” — Many younger people who bought houses shortly 
before the housing “bubble” began deflating in 2006 now find themselves to be “un-
derwater” on their mortgages — that is, they owe more than their houses are worth. 
Consequently, they have less opportunity to build home equity — which has been an 
important means of building wealth for past generations.

Student-loan debt — The median balance among all households with student loan 
debt is now more than $13,000, according to the Pew Research Centre — and debt 
levels are much higher for recent graduates. It can take years to pay off these debts — 
and the money being used for debt payments is money that can’t go toward building 
wealth for long-term goals. If you recently graduated from college and started life “on 
your own” or with a partner you know exactly what I am talking about here. Those 
debts may seem insurmountable right now.

Wage stagnation — For several years, the job market has been pretty bad for younger 
workers. And even those of you with jobs aren’t making much headway, because 
wages, adjusted for inflation, have largely stagnated for over a decade. Less income 
clearly equates to less opportunities for investing and creating wealth, never mind 
going to P-town on vacation, Key West this Winter or even out for a show and dancing 
next weekend. With today’s wages, many folks just barely make ends meet without any 
of the “extras” which make life fun, so this is a problem.

Still, even given these somewhat grim realities, younger readers can help themselves 
build resources for the future and make progress toward their long-term goals. If 
you’re in this group, what can you do?

For starters, pay yourself first. Set up an automatic payment each month from your 
chequing or savings account into an investment vehicle, such as an IRA. At first, you 
may only be able to afford small sums — but, over time, you may be pleasantly sur-
prised at the amount you’ve saved.

Next, every time your salary goes up, try to increase the amount you put into your 
401(k) or other employer-sponsored retirement plan. Because you typically contribute 
pretax dollars to your 401(k) or other plan, the more you put in, the lower your tax-
able income. Plus, your money can grow on a tax-deferred basis.

Here’s another suggestion: Don’t be “over-cautious” with your investments. Many 
younger investors, I have found, apparently nervous due to the market volatility of 
recent years, have become quite conservative, putting relatively large amounts of their 
portfolio into vehicles that offer significant protection of principal but little in the 
way of growth potential. Of course, the financial markets will always fluctuate, and 
downturns will occur — but when you’re young, and you have many decades in which 
to invest, you have time to overcome short-term declines. To achieve your long-term 
goals, such as a comfortable retirement, you will unquestionably need some growth 
elements in your portfolio, with the exact amount based on your risk tolerance and 
specific objectives.

These aren’t the easiest times for younger readers (or many older ones, either). None-
theless, with diligence, perseverance and a measure of sacrifice, you can gain some 
control over your financial fortunes — so look for your opportunities.

That said, I want to repeat some advice I gave out a few months back and got some 
comments on, and that’s to look beyond the U.S. with your investments. Investment 
prospects now exist in every part of the planet, however, some readers said they were 
wondering why they should invest globally. “Aren’t there enough good opportunities 
right here in the United States?” was the common question.

The U.S. does indeed provide a wealth of investment choices. But you can still receive 
at least two key benefits from international investing. Let’s take a second look at them:

Growth potential — As you know, the United States is a highly developed economy. 
That doesn’t mean, of course, that we have no “upside” here — we do, and we always 
will.  Nonetheless, you can also find growth opportunities in foreign markets. Which 
ones? There’s never any one “right” answer. In one year, a particular country, or even 
an entire region, such as the Pacific Rim, might lead the way, as far as performance. 
Then, the very next year, a different country or region could top the list. Since it’s 
almost certainly futile to try to guess which areas will perform the best in any given 
year, you’re much better off looking for solid investment opportunities in all regions of 
the world. 

Diversification — By investing internationally, you can help diversify your portfolio. 
The world’s financial markets are connected to each other, but they don’t always move 
in unison. In any given year, the U.S. markets may be down, but international markets 
might be doing significantly better. Consequently, if, during that year, you had only in-
vested in U.S. companies, your portfolio would have taken a hit, but if you had spread 
your investment dollars around the world, your year-end results might have looked 
considerably different. Keep in mind, though, that while diversification can help re-
duce the effects of volatility, it can’t guarantee profits or protect against all losses.
Although international investing does provide some key benefits, it also carries some 
unique risks. For example, when you invest in companies based overseas, you may en-
counter political instability, which could threaten the financial markets of a country or 
an entire region. You could also experience currency risk, which means that changes 
in the value of the U.S. dollar, relative to foreign currencies, could harm the value of 
your investments.

In any case, you probably won’t want international holdings to ever take up a major-
ity of your portfolio. How much should you own? Again, there’s no right answer for 
everyone. Your investment mix should be based on your risk tolerance, time horizon 
and individual goals. 

And, because of the complexities involved with foreign markets, you may well want 
to work with a financial professional — someone with the expertise and resources to 
evaluate the pros and cons of international investments. By looking past U.S. borders 
for investment opportunities, you can expand your horizons for potential investment 
success.
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Ted Fleischaker / Resident Hypochondriac

Medical 
Matters

To keep our lawyers happy, be advised that the recommendations 
which are contained in this column are suggestions, but are not to be 

taken as medical advice. Always consult your physician or a healthcare 
professional before taking any medications, undertaking any physical 

fitness or other exercise programme.

If ever there was something with a wrong name, it’s the medicine cabinet.
Why? Because it’s usually exactly where no one should be storing their medications 
due to the heat, humidity and high visibility it gets hanging on the bathroom wall.
It’s a fine spot for things like deodorant, toothpaste and even first aid cream and the 
Band Aids, but for medications, not so much.

In fact, it’s so much not the right spot that you’d be well advised to relocate where you 
leave those pills, eye drops and other creams which have information which you likely 
ignored on the bottles and tubes.

The reasons a medicine cabinet is such a bad place for medicines is that many items 
need to stay in certain temperature ranges. The same with humidity levels. And what’s 
the very first thing we do in the bathroom (after the obvious)? We take a shower or 
bath and get the room all warm, toasty and damp.

That heat and temperature change can cause those pills and salves to lose potency, and 
they also can cause the pills — even over-the-counter things like aspirin and antacids 
— to become soggy, stick together or fall apart which doesn’t do much to encourage us 
to keep and use them.

There are also the folks reading this who might think they have escaped my wrath 
by putting their pills, vitamins, etc. on the kitchen counter or in the kitchen cabinet. 
You folks are almost as bad off as those using the medicine chest because after the 
bathroom, the kitchen is the 2nd spot in our homes where constant temperature and 
humidity changes can wreak havoc with your meds.

Then there’s the issue of security and just plain nosiness. Do you want your partner’s 
15-year-old to look through your meds and possibly “borrow” a few if you have any 
pills he or she might find “interesting”? The same with guests who use the loo and 
might be tempted to sneak a peek and maybe a few pills. This is especially true if they 
find narcotics or other things they think might make them high or low or anything in 
between. Even your housekeeper, dog sitter or a repairman who might have the need 
to answer nature’s call while in your home might be tempted to look or steal, which is 
another good reason not to just leave your meds out in plain sight on the counter or 
put them in the medicine cabinet where they will easily fall prey to wandering hands 
and eyes.

So what should you do with them?

Well, for one store them somewhere secure and where only you will have easy access. 
That could be a lockbox in the closet or a 2nd medicine cabinet with a lock you could 
hang in a location away from heat and humidity. You could even leave them in the 
drawer by your bedside table where temperatures stay relatively stable and prying eyes 
stay away or in your pantry provided it’s not in the kitchen.

There are also things you need to know about storage beyond these basics. For 
example, cotton, which is still in some meds, should be discarded once you open the 
bottle. Why? Because it can and does attract moisture, humidity and can even become 
mouldy. 

Secondly, meds which are expired, out-of-date or things you no longer use should be 
properly disposed of. More about that word “properly” in a second, but the bigger 
issue here is do not have any “leftover” pills. Why? Because your doctor wrote a 
prescription for the number he or she felt you needed. Having leftovers means you 
didn’t take them all so not only did you not complete your treatment, but in some 
cases may have unwittingly made yourself sicker. 

The reason is, especially with antibiotics, that you may feel better in a few days time, 
but to kill what’s ailing you takes longer. If you quit the medication because you “feel 
OK” those remaining undead invaders will multiply and this time be resistant to what 
killed their friends. This is why we have MRSA and antibiotic resistant germs. Finish 
all of your pills!

But what about meds you don’t need. Say the doc changes what you take as the first 
thing is not working well. Or you have some things you take only rarely — like a 

tranquiliser or pill for occasional indigestion. What do you do with those?
Well, if they are out of date (and there’s always a date on the bottle, tube or jar) then 
they need to be discarded. But not so fast! Don’t just throw them in the garbage where 
pets or neighbourhood kids rummaging might find and eat them. And don’t flush 
them, either as that pollutes the water supply and is why most U.S. rivers contain 
small but detectable doses of drugs — especially antibiotics.

The right thing to do is either watch for the “free days” most drugstores have and take 
them in or buy one of those postage-paid boxes others sell which ask you to place the 
meds in them and mail them to a central depot where they will be disposed of safely.
If you live in an area without a free take-back programme or anywhere to safely 
dispose of meds, you can throw them in the trash with several special precautions.  
The folks at Rite Aid recommended in a recent newsletter putting the pills without the 
bottle in a plastic bag, then filling it with something inedible and unsavoury like urine-
filled cat litter, coffee grounds or old used teabags to discourage anyone investigating.
Keep in mind, too, that even on the “free days” a number of drugstores (including 
Marsh Pharmacies in Indiana) will not accept controlled substances. Those Xanex or 
Klonopin or Valium are off limits to take back, and have special channels where they 
can be disposed of. Ask your pharmacy and they will fill you in or visit www.fda.gov 
for info, but again, don’t dump ‘em in the toilet or they might send all the local fish on 
a little trip and land you in trouble for polluting!

So anything else you should know? Well, a few bits and 
bobs... For one the medical folks we spoke with told 
us to always leave your scripts in their original bottles. 
That’s especially true if you are flying and more so if you 
are going international, where customs may want to see 
what’s in the bottle and who prescribed it. Using original 
containers also lets you know what’s inside and to see 
the date it expires. Using meds after they run out the 
clock means they might be more or less potent and have 
nasty side effects, so keep the meds up to date.

Also, remember that the doctors’ orders are usually on 
the bottle (see the photo) and you will need those. They 
tell you how many to take, warn of any possible side 
effects and also include any warning you may need. 
Some meds react badly with grapefruit juice. Others 
need to be taken on an empty stomach (which is four 
hours after a meal and two hours before you eat one), 
while others need to be with food. Some even caution 
about taking the meds and using real or artificial 
tanning because they increase the skin’s sensitivity to UV 
rays.

And finally, be sure to stay in touch with your doctor or pharmacist while taking meds 
and report any problems. If one pill doesn’t cure your ill, but gives you the shakes 
or a stomach ache, letting the doc know means he or she can try you on something 
that may work with fewer dire consequences and will let you know to tell future 
healthcare professionals you have an allergy or nasty reaction to that drug so it won’t 
get prescribed for you again.

Where Does Kentucky Turn For Gay & Lesbian News?
To The Region’s Best & Largest Gay Newspaper, Of Course!

Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!
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We can help you check this off your bucket list!
We fly in Indianapolis and all surrounding areas.
And we offer hotel pickup if needed.
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A Gay Guide To Reading Between Signs

Foxy’s 
Starcast
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Call Us For Ad Info @ 502/454.4877 In Louisville!

21 March - 20 April. Three words from Sister Sledge will run true in September; “We 
are family.” You will find yourself spending a lot of time with your kin for a sense of 
nurture and belonging. Foxy thinks this is most beneficial since you’ve been fighting 
war after proverbial war these past months. Finally after some intense work early in 
the month you will achieve promoted or even new occupation status. 

21 April - 20 May. Whether green is flattering or not, September paints you an obvious 
shade of Jealousy. Your bosom buddy has found a new sidekick and you disapprove. 
Foxy wants you to ease up and focus on balancing another type of green — your 
money. It’s wearing thin like your patience with your partner. Accessorise with a 
second job and communication skills or your next colour might be red.

21 May - 20 June. When the working day is done it’s true, you “just want to have fun.” 
September brings you oodles of excitement, especially early on. Expect to collect new 
“playmates” and grace many a soiree with your charm. Problem with this is work; 
you barely have ßat all! Negligence of responsibilities makes the end of your month a 
hectic race. Be careful to avoid mishaps.

21 June - 22 July. Listen honey! It’s no secret your living space has clutter laid on 
thicker than Paris Hilton’s spray tan. Take your closets and cupboards by storm. This 
is the “control crusade” you’ve been yearning for. Execute this early in September 
so when it’s time to take your love life to the next level you’ll soak up the blessings 
showering forth.

23 July - 22 August. Once upon a time Fergie was positioned between “Labels or Love.” 
I regret to inform you that “shopping” this month isn’t therapy nor the right choice. 
I understand that moving back and forth is wearing you down and as the pussycat of 
the Zodiac you want to be pampered. Only preservation and practical solutions will 
provide the balanced atmosphere you’ve been seeking.  

23 August - 22 September. You may want to pull a “Coco Chanel” and take one thing 
off of. . . your endless checklist. In fact nix all the little things too, because you have 
gargantuan fish to fry. Like cutting “dead weight.” So what if you have to delegate 
small tasks to those who offer help! Letting go of the smaller things to tackle larger 
proportions makes you a boss! Own it!

23 September - 23 October. In the great tradition of “Paris is Burning” reading is 
what? Fundamental! Who would know better than you, who’s been studying a ton. 
Foxy suspects on top of jumping through flaming hoops at work, you’re expected 
to download a whole slew of current info. September spells hyperactivity for your 
memory banks. Seek sanctuary in those who love you. 

24 October - 22 November.  Even for such a laid back introvert you’re so much in the 
planetary limelight that Geri Halliwell would change her lyrics to “look at you.” Don’t 
slow down! You’ve mastered the new position secured at work and in your social 
circles. Enjoy those extra financial earnings. In all venues this month remember that 
behavior trumps appearance this month.  

23 November - 22 December.  Early September you will envision yourself as that 
unfortunately caged horse in the music video to Butterfly by Mariah Carey. Let’s 
capitalise on other’s intentions here. Your situation is not that dramatic nor that tacky. 
Those who love you are attempting to provide you with a sense of security, not control 
you. You will breathe easier when you have an uplifting epiphany mid-month which 
will lead to personal improvement.

23 December - 19 January.  Anyone who has witnessed Faye Dunaway (fellow 
Capricorn) chop down a tree in a ball gown had better not mess with you. Capricorn is 
controlling everything and feeling better about their capabilities. Finances are planned, 
home life stabilised and you are developing new talents, which is why you have no 
time for this silly person in your way. Eyes on the prize — block them out. 

20 January - 18 February. Remember that snapping is for turtles and drag queens. So 
if superiors at work demand more of you, don’t sass, it’s a compliment. Show some 
professional longevity and the fruits of your labour will do more than satisfy your 
appetite for life. Your talisman against stoic relations with your social life is to throw a 
party. Duh! Balance work with play. 

19 February - 20 March. Mother Mary is speaking words of wisdom to you; “let it be!” 
Co-workers will rub you rawer than a vegan diet. Playing the fussy victim is NOT the 
way to go. Exercising and dieting will remind you (and others) of your capability. Avoid 
“escaping” in sugary foods & alcohol or come later in the year, you may feel worse. 
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Guest
Comment

By Jess Levin / Media Matters
(EDITOR’S NOTE — Jess Levin is the Senior Director of Communications & External 
Affairs of Media Matters for America. Media Matters for America is a Web-based, not-
for-profit, 501(c)(3) progressive research and information centre dedicated to compre-
hensively monitoring, analysing, and correcting conservative misinformation in the 
U.S. media.)

Don’t Worry, Hate Groups: Fox News Has Not “Gone Gay”!

A handful of fringe anti-gay activists are having a meltdown over a “report” that al-
leges Fox News harbours a “growing pro-homosexual bias,” ignoring the network’s 
ongoing track record of smearing and stoking fears about lesbian, gay, bi & trans 
people and lesbian, gay, bi & trans equality.

On 14th August, the xenophobic, Islamophobic and homophobic right-wing group 
America’s Survival published a “report” documenting Fox News’ alleged “growing 
pro-homosexual bias which can be found at www.usasurvival.org/docs/Kincaid-FOX-
NLGJA-FINAL.pdf citing the network’s ties to the National Lesbian and Gay Journal-
ists Association (NLGJA) and occasionally favourable coverage of marriag e equality 
by personalities like hosts Megyn Kelly and Shepard Smith.

The rambling, 40,000-word report was written by Peter LaBarbera, president of one 
of the fringiest anti-gay hate groups in America - Americans for Truth About Homo-
sexuality (AFTAH). It’s already being touted by other anti-gay hate mongers, includ-
ing the American Family Association’s (AFA) Bryan Fischer:

America’s Survival’s president and noted homophobic conspiracy theorist, Accuracy 
in Media’s Cliff Kincaid, was scheduled to present the report’s “findings” during an 
event titled, “Crisis in Journalism - The Conservative Response,” at the National 
Press Club in Washington, D.C. at presstime.

As Mother Jones points out, it should go without saying that Fox News has “not in 
the least bit ‘gone gay.’” The network’s inaccurate and often times bigoted coverage of 
gay and lesbian issues is extensive and well-documented. Some of the worst exam-
ples from just the past two months include:

—Attacking  a California law that would protect transgender students as “anarchy 
and madness.

—Accusing President Obama of being secretly gay.

—Peddling lies about a proposed lesbian, gay, bi & trans non-discrimination ordi-
nance in San Antonio.

—Mocking “transvestites and gays” at an historic New York parade. 

—Predicting that marriage equality will cause the collapse of civilisation.

—Referring to a transgender woman as a “burly man wearing a dress.

And the list goes on and on and on.

Fox News’ anti-gay bias is also evident in the stories the network chooses not to 
cover, like Russia’s violent crackdown on the community, the brutal murder of a gay 
man in New York City and the historic passage of marriage equality in Rhode Island, 
Delaware and Minnesota.

Kelly has a mixed record when it comes to covering lesbian, gay, bi & trans isues. 
Though she’s spoken up in defence of Chaz Bono, she’s also helped peddle misinfor-
mation about medical care for transgender people and mocked the appearance  of 
a transgender inmate. She’s made comments suggesting her support for marriage 
equality, but gone on to whitewash the anti-gay extremism of one of the most vile 
anti-gay hate-mongers in the country. 

Occasional pro-equality comments from Fox News personalities have generated 
headlines over the past few years, but the network’s coverage of lesbian, gay, bi & 
trans issues continues to be overwhelmingly driven by fear mongering, misinforma-
tion and blatant animus, especially when it comes to transgender issues.

It takes a special breed of homophobic zealot to interpret Fox’s “bias” as being any-
thing other than staunchly anti-gay Unfortunately, LaBarbera and Kincaid happen to 
fall into that category. 
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Beverly Tillery / Community Education Director

Ask 
Lambda Legal

Dear Ask Lambda Legal, 

I was walking down the street the other day, and a police officer stopped me, and started 
asking me all these questions and was overly aggressive. I was very careful and coopera-
tive, but suddenly felt unsafe. What should I do? 

First of all, it sounds like you did the right thing by staying respectful. Police can have 
a lot of power over us, so in these situations it’s important to try to remain calm. Once 
the incident is over, try to remember everything in case you want to file a complaint 
with the police department. 

Unfortunately, this type of incident is all too common. Throughout history, lesbian, 
gay, bi & trans people and those living with HIV have been targeted by police for 
harassment and abuse. Lambda Legal has a long history of challenging all kinds of 
government misconduct through litigation and advocacy. 

In 2009 in the case Calhoun v. Pennington, the Atlanta Police Department (APD) 
dispatched dozens of officers to a gay bar, some even dressed in SWAT team gear. The 
patrons were subjected to extreme harassment. Lambda Legal filed a lawsuit against 
the city of Atlanta and reached a settlement requiring the Atlanta Police Department 
to rewrite its policies on arrest, search and seizure, and also provided for a payment of 
$1,025,000 by the City of Atlanta. 

Recently, Lambda Legal has been supporting efforts to end the profiling practices of 
the New York City Police Department that unfairly target people of colour and lesbian, 
gay, bi & trans people. In 2012, with the help of more than 50 partner organisations, 
Lambda Legal conducted a survey called “Protected and Served? A Survey of Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi & Trans HIV Contact with Police, Courts and Prisons.” 

Of the more than 2,300 completed surveys, 25% of respondents with any recent police 
contact reported at least one type of misconduct or harassment. Respondents who 
were people of colour, transgender or low-income all reported higher than average 
instances of police misconduct or harassment. 

Some of the people who responded to the survey had stories very similar to yours. 
Some people reported being detained for no reason, were physically or verbally as-
saulted - all because the police officer at the time seemed to hold prejudice against 
them because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. 

It will take many of us coming together and speaking out to end this kind of discrimi-
nation. 

Lambda Legal has just launched a campaign to collect personal stories like yours, of 
instances where gay, lesbian, bi & trans people, or people living with HIV, have felt dis-
criminated against, abused or mistreated by the police or a government employee. One 
thing you can do today is share your story with Lambda Legal. Together, these stories 
will be used to strengthen our on-going and developing work on these issues. 

You can tell your story at www.lambdalegal.org/personal-stories/government-miscon-
duct

In addition, if you have any questions or feel you have been discriminated against be-
cause of your gender identity or sexual orientation, contact Lambda Legal’s Help Desk 
on 866/542.8336 or www.lambdalegal.org/help 

Dear Lambda Legal:  I recently tested positive for HIV, and a friend told me that I might 
have a hard time keeping health insurance if I changed jobs. What kind of insurance is 
available for me?

In 2013, a positive HIV test result is the beginning of a new health regimen – from 
regular check-ups,  to better nutrition, to daily medications – and  these new health 
habits often become a substantial financial adjustment. For many people living with 
HIV, obtaining quality, affordable health care is of great concern.

In March of 2010, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, commonly referred 
to as the ACA or “Obamacare”, was signed into law. The law reforms aspects of the 
private health insurance industry and expands access to health insurance for millions 
of Americans. The ACA’s interconnected reforms include expanded Medicaid coverage, 

elimination of pre-existing condition exclusions, and a minimum coverage require-
ment (or “individual mandate”). These reforms are essential to expanding care and 
prevention strategies in the fight against the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

After challenges, the U.S. Supreme Court confirmed the constitutionality of the Af-
fordable Care Act. Lambda Legal united national HIV advocates in support of the ACA 
when we filed a friend-of-the-court brief in the case Dept of HHS V. Florida. 

When the ACA was enacted, only 17% of Americans with HIV had private health insur-
ance. In the individual insurance market, people living with HIV are generally consid-
ered “uninsurable” and are routinely rejected when they apply for coverage because 
they have a pre-existing condition. Even when these individuals find an insurance 
company to cover them, most states have no rating limits, allowing insurers to charge 
prohibitively expensive premiums.

Prior to ACA, Medicaid provided health insurance programmes for the very poor and 
people with disabilities, but in most states, a disability determination based on HIV 
requires an AIDS diagnosis. This has created a “catch-22:” only once a person’s HIV 
progresses to AIDS does s/he become eligible for the medications that would have 
prevented AIDS from developing. While the federal government provides funding for 
some HIV-related services through the Ryan White programme, this overburdened 
system is increasingly unable to provide necessary care to people living with HIV.

The ACA is designed to address this problem by eliminating pre-existing condition 
exclusions and requiring that everyone acquire health insurance. We’ve already seen 
the benefits of a minimum coverage requirement for people living with HIV. In 2006, 
Massachusetts enacted health care reform legislation similar to the ACA, and between 
2005 and 2008, Massachusetts had a 37% decrease in HIV infections while the nation 
had an 8% increase.

All of us care about and need affordable health care — especially those who have pre-
existing conditions and often fell through the cracks of our old broken system — like 
people with HIV. It is for that reason all eyes are on the ACA to remedy this situation.

If you are living with HIV, and are looking for resources in your state, call Lambda 

Legal’s Help Desk at 866/542.8336 or go online to http://lambdalegal.org/help
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CREATE YOUR OWN DESTINY  

Build an agency in which you set the limits of your earning potential.  
If you are dynamic and ready to create your own destiny, 

the American National Family of Companies might be just the right fit for you. 

You can protect your new clientele with comprehensive coverage for 
auto, home, life, fixed annuities, commercial and agribusiness, and much more. 

We offer comprehensive training, attractive bonus programs, 
competitive commissions, and wonderful incentives! 

Contact us today to begin the path to your new destiny! 

 

Scott Lynch, MLGA 
513-275-1968 

scott.lynch@american-national.com 
American National Insurance Company – Galveston, TX  |  American National Property And Casualty Company  – Springfield, MO  |  Farm Family Group of Insurance Companies – Glenmont, NY 

American National Property And Casualty Company and Farm Family Group of Insurance Companies are subsidiaries of American National Insurance Company. 
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The Goose 
Is Loose!

By Michael Chanak / Cincinnati Community Centre

Damron
LGBT Travel Guides

with the 2013

For nearly 50 years, Damron has listed LGBT resorts, B&Bs, nightclubs, 
restaurants, cruises, tours & much more, across the US, Canada, Europe & beyond.

We’ll show you where to go! Trip OUT with Damron. 

Call for a free catalog. Got iPhone or iPad? Find Gay Scout and Gurl Scout in iTunes.
415/255-0404            www.damron.com

Out!Trip

If You Want To Reach Customers All Over The 
Region, Reach For The Phone & Call Us! Anything 

Else Would Be A Wrong Number! 317/725.8840

For Really Clean 
Windows, Go
Streak Free!

Indy’s Residential  & 
Commercial Window 

Cleaning Service,         
Offering Power Washing 
& Gutter Cleaning, Too!

For The Best View In Town... Call Streak Free!
889.8017 or 694.4819
streakfree77@att.net

Need a jump?

Little did the old silly Goose know that “Goose, Grindr, Growlr” would become the 
stuff of urban legend. The reference is to last month’s offering on my new Android 
phone with kind assistance from Joe Ford to pick all the best “gay cruising apps.”  The 
article was well received.

Now, if you need a more technical explanation as to why your GPS might be off a bit, 
you can hunt up Joe Ford on Facebook. He offered a lengthy and interesting “technical 
explanation” for geo-location. But, meantime, about that jump...  

So one afternoon as I was sitting upon the volunteer throne at the Gay, Lesbian, Bi & 
Trans Centre in Cincinnati I got a message from a fellow on A4A. He acknowledges it 
was an odd request, but he’s only a 1200 feet away.

Poor thing was obsessing about getting to work that evening as his car wouldn’t start 
and he needed a jump. He even said he lived on Pitts Avenue but offered no other 
detail. Now, mind you, this location is indeed less than a half mile away    

Of course when I suggested he walk to the Centre so I could meet him – nothing more.  
Interestingly, on the A4A website this same individual has his backside showing…
which leads me to ask a question: What is it about the allegedly anonymous quality of 
social apps that allows people to do the weirdest things, but doesn’t impart the social 
skill or energy to walk down the street to meet the Goose or anyone else? Who would 
not want to meet a Goose who talks? After all, PBS has a talking dog in the cartoon 
Martha Speaks and  I love that show.

At least, gauging the universe by Nathan West’s hair colour makes sense to me.  
(Nathan is a long time Northsider and lives near the Centre.)  

So this brings me to a few more questions:

Why is it that Goose discovers her younger friends (three thus far) are now sending 
her pictures of their “parts”? I know the world has changed, and I am not involved 
with any of them in that way.  

I asked my younger friends if this was typical (between friends) – and I was told a 
resounding “NO”.  I doubt these folks are “teasing the old goose” but it seems they are 
offering up a “Pride Gift.”  

Some gifts, of course, have greater value than others. Ah um.By the way, please don’t 
ask the Goose for a “look see.” No. What is sent to the Goose stays with the Goose.  

Now I could go on – but even the Goose must attend to matters of state which in my 
case means a visit to my 87-year Mother and a trip home to the garden city of Canton, 
Ohio.

May the Goddess Protect! And no, I won’t read you a nighttime story – even if they do 
call me the “Goose.”
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Food For 
Thought

Gossip 
Cats

By Gossipcats Britain & Sydney By Ted Fleischaker / Word Publisher
What a busy month! We sent our Word crew to pride in Fort Wayne, then Ted, Ivan & 
Anthony went to Lafayette where they had a grand time at OUTfest, followed by their 
usual post-fest supper at Lafayette Brewing Co. where Pat ably waited on them. Thanks, 
too, to the guys for at least bringing we pussies back a growler of root beer! Also, we cats 
are proud to see other writers are commenting on our fine work. All we can say is bully 
for us because we type hard for our catnip! So on that note, here’s some of what we’ve 
found this month... Congrats doubly to friend Nik on his job change and his relationship 
status change! Our fave boy has now moved over behind the bar nights at Downtown Olly’s 
where last we saw he was being ably mentored by this column’s long-time friend, Johnny! 
Nik also has a status change as he’s now in a relationship with Will. They make a cute 
couple and we cats say congrats all round!... Speaking of all round, English Ivy’s server 
Kyle got a giggle all round when he came up to Ted, Ivan, Anthony and friend and Realtor 
extraordinaire Lance’s table recently and announced, “Great news guys! I now eat meat!” 
Once the laughter subsided the red-faced and now-bearded wonder explained his remark 
by saying he’d given up being a vegetarian. Oh, and Kyle, Ted wants to ask: have you found 
that shaver yet?... Speaking of found, we swear we found a guy who looks like a platypus! 
Well, maybe not quite that bad, but damn close. Collagen injections can have some mighty 
powerful side effects, so keep your eyes open and maybe you will spot one of them... 
Speaking of spotting, we spotted talented writer, waiter, student and all round good guy 
Thomas on the Cultural Trail recently on his bike riding with, well, we won’t say just yet as 
it’s “not official” we were told. They seem happy and as of presstime the couple’s status was 
listed as “somewhere between roomies and boyfriends.” In general from the look of things, 
they are just having a lot of fun, which is what it’s all about, right?... Speaking of fun, 
these cats and owners had a lot of fun visiting with ex-Indy boy and now Las Vegas dude 
Chris when he was in town on his Summer break from UNLV where one of these years 
that boi will end up with a PhD in sociology. We still are not sure what one does with such 
a degree (neither is he from what we gather) but congrats to him and great to see an old 
friend, now sporting a cute long-hair look and a big smile!... Speaking of smiles, we hear 
tell there are a lot of them around Louisville as a hot new dance club is set to arrive late 
this year. The not-too-secret details are the talk of the town and when these kitties can say 
more, we will about Louisville’s worst-kept secret!... Speaking of secrets, we “got wind” 
of the fact that it’s no secret a certain reader of this column needs to clean up their act — 
literally! We won’t make our lawyer take notice nor would we humiliate said individual 
with anything to identify him or her, but we hope the person takes advice friends are too 
polite to give in person, leaving us to do the job: That said these pussies have had several 
e-mails of late saying we should inform said person that folks avoid you because, well, to 
be honest, you smell! Not everyone can look hot, and not everybody can wear $300 shoes 
or drive a fancy car, but everyone can practice daily hygene, bathe, use deodorant and not 
be described by at least one e-mailer to these cats as, “smelling like rotten meat, literally. I 
shudder to think where that smell originated ...” Hope the person will have a shower (OK, 
two or three showers!), buy a few “smell goods” as they call cologne in some locales, and 
take the advice to heart! ...Speaking of advice, we have this for you: If you are in Indy 
over the Labour Day weekend, open up your pocket book, tuck in your napkin and get set 
for great eating for a good cause as Downtown Olly’s has their annual Hog Roast Sunday 
1st September. Dean, Tim and the whole crew are serving from noon. Minimum donation 
is $5 (though they will gladly accept more) and all proceeds go to the Concord Centre. 
Your donation gets you what Dean swears is the town’s “best pork” (what we could do with 
THAT line!) plus all the trimmings, so head over and enjoy!...Speaking of enjoying, we 
have been greatly enjoying seeing more of our friend Aaron, who has been back behind the 
counter filling in until a new manager takes over at Club Indianapolis. Aaron is the regional 
boss, but took his old role back temporarily. We cats hear tell a new fulltime GM will be 
named “very soon” so Aaron can go back to enjoying his executive job and to Kokomo, 
which he now calls home...Speaking of homes, congrats to Lindsey and Emily on their 
new digs. And thanks to Brad (ex of Indy and now happily living in Vail, Colorado) for the 
photo he posted in mid-August on Facebook just for owner Ted of the first snow cover on 
the mountain overlooking his new hometown. Ted was genuinely jealous! ...Speaking of 
Ted, he was left to care for we pussies while Anthony and Ivan went primitive camping 
deep in the Hoosier National Forest — and Ted failed us.  The camping duo had a grand 
time and came back with tales of daddy longlegs spiders invading their tent, a fear of 
heights climbing the fire tower and more. Meanwhile, Ted, who, to quote the late Fat Dick 
Cosby declined to go camping because “he stops where the sidewalk stops” was supposed 
to care for us. He remembered to scoop the pooper and leave us room at the bottom of the 
bed to snuggle, but forgot that as we own one of those continuous feeders to check for the 
possibility it might be empty! Syd lost a pound as we went two days without rations and I, 
Britain, kept head butting Ted but he just thought I wanted petting, not eating! If only we 
cats had posable thumbs I cudda texted him that the food bowl was empty!” ... Meow!

INDIANAPOLIS—This review has a definite Italian accent as we visit one downtown 
Italian restaurant and one out east of downtown. Sadly, one of the two was a 
disappointment, only saved by the company of friends we met for lunch, while the 
other, which we’ve been to many times, never fails to please.
The happy news first — after a couple of unsure years, the family who own Iaria’s at 
317 South College have the place back on track and it’s once more delicious. For those 
not in the know, Iaria’s has been around since the 1930s and it appeared had hit the 
proverbial wall a few years back when the aunt who ran it and who had most of the 
recipes for the town’s best Chicken Piccata and Marsala in her head (not on paper) 
suddenly died.
The lights went out, the doors were locked and most of we regulars mourned what 
we thought was the end. That was, until close relatives and other more distant family 
of the original owners stepped forward and reopened the doors. That was followed 
by a year of really unsteady flying. Some recipes came out close, though not so close 
to what we were used to, and still others nowhere near to what we’d been served for 
years. All along we were told “we are trying” — and try they did.
Now, aside from not seeing the aunt who used to stop by our table from time to time 
and say hello on kitchen breaks, things are delicious.
Once again, the lunch Chicken Piccata ($8.99) and described by the menu as “Chicken 
Breast sautéed & served with a Lemon Butter Sauce & and your choice of Spaghetti or 
Seasonal Sautéed Vegetables – capers available upon request” is to die for. It runs rings 
around anyone else’s downtown with only Iozzo’s Garden of Italy coming even close.
Iozzo’s (946 South Meridian Street) does beat Iaria’s on some items, we should 
mention as nobody has a better dessert than their sea salt brownie and spumoni. And 
the Italian Sausage at Iozzo’s is THE best we have had anywhere. Like Iaria’s, Iozzo’s is 
a long-time Indianapolis family which brought their restaurant back after a gap. The 
biggest difference is that in Iaria’s case it was a few months and in Iozzo’s, it was a lot 
of years. Nonetheless, the Iaria family and chef Kathy Jones over at Iozzo’s both know 
how to turn out a really great meal.
Back at Iaria’s, be sure to order the side salad (included with lunches,  but $3 extra at 
night) and do not scrimp — add the Homemade Roquefort dressing ($1) as it really is 
made there and it truly is worth the buck and more extra!
Also of note at Iaria’s (and making it special) is the Grouper Piccata for the seafood 
lovers and they also make a really delicious Chicken Marsala, too.
Finally, a word about pricing. Iaria’s is not cheap, though the lunches (most under $10) 
are a good deal. Dinners get a bit pricy with the “must have” add ons like the salad and 
dressing plus entrees range upward to $20.99 for the veal piccata and a few similar 
items. Do we feel it’s worth it? Absolutely.
Sadly we can say nothing near so kind about Italian Gardens at 8336 E Washington 
Street on the East Side (about 5-6 miles east of the Circle). We ate here with an old 
friend who came from her house and so we met at the restaurant. She recommended 
it because it had a good Italian buffet. Sadly, after going in we were told the buffet had 
ended permanently a few days before. “We have a new menu but got rid of the buffet 
to cut food waste!” we were told. Unfortunately, while the buffet would have allowed 
the four of us to have lunch together, the current menu did not.

The reason was the kitchen sent out the four dishes (obviously and a plus here, as 
they were clearly prepared as we ordered, not in advance) individually. They need a 
bigger stove or 2nd hot plate! I have never dined anywhere where 3-10 minutes elapsed 
between the folks at the table each being served! It was a good 15 minutes between the 
time the first person got their meal and the last (me!) got his, which was VERY difficult 
to understand and deal with. 
Add to this the food was marginal in quality, I thought. The Italian sub I had was 
warm as advertised but had so much lettuce on it as to look like a salad, not a sub. The 
meats (which were rather small in portion) were clearly out of a package they got at 
a food distributor or grocer and nowhere did I see REAL Italian salami, Prosciutto or 
even the quality cold cuts I enjoy at one of the places above or even one of the chains. 
Meanwhile the portion of lasagna partner Anthony had was HUGE but lacked much 
in the way of flavour; an antipasto salad again was large but contained “grocery store” 
meats (nothing special) and partner Ivan did a chicken parm sandwich which he said 
was “good but had too much cheese for the amount of chicken.” 
All in all, we’d heard about this spot before, have now tried it and won’t be back 
anytime soon. The waitress laughed when I asked after we arrived “where is the 
buffet?” and when she said it was no longer being offered then “but what would 
you like?” and I replied “directions to a good restaurant!” Sadly, my humour was 
prophetic!
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